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REPORT 


The  Board  of  public  works  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  respectfully  to  the  views  embraced  in  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  delicate  and  multifarious  duties  devolved  upon  this  board  by 
recent  legislation,  and  the  eminent  importance  of  the  interests  com- 
mitted to  its  care,  require  of  it  at  this  time  a  more  extended  and 
detailed  report  than  has  heretofore  been  customary.  It  is  highly  im- 
portant, too,  to  the  credit  of  the  state  in  the  markets  of  the  world, 
that  an  authentic  and  official  exposition  of  the  character  of  those 
public  works  in  which  she  is  engaged,  and  upon  the  success  and  pro- 
ductiveness of  which  her  financial  prosperity  chiefly  depends,  should 
be  given  to  the  public. 

Probably  no  state  in  the  Union  has  in  a  few  years  so  radically 
changed  its  policy  upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvement  as  Vir- 
ginia.    The  revolution  in  public  opinion  has  been  almost  complete. 
Scarcely  a  section  of  our  widely  extended  commonwealth   is  not 
awake  to  the  transcendant  importance  of  the  subject.     The  natural 
and  deep  rooted  prejudices  which  were  formerly  so  generally  enter- 
tained by  the  people  against  taxation  for  any  but  the  most  necessary 
public  purposes,  are  rapidly  giving  way.     Not  only  are  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  in  the  legislature  of  the  slate  voting  large  appro- 
priations at  every  session  to  public  works,  but  the  people  are  also 
themselves  voting  direcdy  for  liberal  subscriptions  to  the  same  pur- 
poses, by  counties,  cities  and  towns,  in  every  quarter  of  the  common- 
wealth.   It  will  be  gratifying  to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  believ- 
ing our  state  still  slothful  and  blind  to  her  true  interests  upon  this 
subject,  to  know  that  Virginia  contains  now  nearly  seven  hundred 
miles  of  completed  railway,  that  she  has  nearly  seven  hundred  ad- 
ditional miles  in  progress  and  under  contract,  together  wilh  some 
three  hundred  of  still  additional  miles  projected  and  subscribed  for. 
Besides  these  railroads,  she  has  about  872  miles  in  length  of  the 
most  capacious  and  substantially  constructed  canals  in  the  Union, 
and  turnpike  roads,  a  large  portion  of  them,  of  the  first  order  of 
grade  and  construction,  measuring  about  3000  miles  in  length ;  all  of 
which  last,  if  not  financially  remunerative  to  the  state  treasury,  are 
inestimably  valuable  to  the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests  of  the 
state.   In  addition  to  the  works  already  mentioned,  large  snbscn^uoti* 
have  recently  been  made  towards  plank  roads — a  species  of  vocvpxovfc- 


iv  [  Doc.  No.  18.] 

mfiit  second  in  value  and  usefulness  to  none  other — some  of  which 
are  partially  completed,  and  considerable  distances  of  which  are  in 
rapid  progress.  This  entire  system  of  works  when,  completed  as  far 
as  subscribed  for,  will  have  produced  a  public  indebtedness  of  only 
about  $  20,000,000,  a  large  portion  of  which  cost,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  will  have  been  productive  long  before  this  aggregate  indebted- 
ness will  have  been  reached.  The  expenditure  ofthis  large  sum  of 
borrowed  capital  leaves  the  commonwealth,  not  prostrate  in  repudia- 
tion, after  the  examples  of  so  many  states  that  have  been  her  pioneers 
in  like  undertakings,  but  with  her  bonds  commanding  high  premiums 
in  the  markets  at  home  and  abroad,  and  with  her  credit  ranking  fa- 
vorably with  that  of  the  wealthiest  states  in  the  Union. 

The  annexed  table  presents  a  condensed  view  of  railroad  progress 
in  the  state,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  state  in  their  capital 
stock. 
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The  works  enumerated  in  this  table  will  in  a  few  years,  when  all 
of  (hem  arc  completed,  constitute  a  system  of  railways  possessing  ca- 
pnhilitie?  for  greater  commerce  than  any  others  of  similar  length  in 
the  United  States.  There  will  be,  first,  as  a  basis  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem, a  line  of  road  extending  from  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  to  the 
North  Carolina  line,  crossing  all  the  great  streams  of  the  state  near 
the  head  of  tidewater.     By  means  of  this  line  of  roads  the  products 
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borne  down  upon  those  streams,  and  upon  the  various  railroads  run- 
ning westward  from  it  at  right  angles,  are  received  and  borne  to  the 
most  eligible  commercial  points  along  their  route.  The  country 
through  which  this  line  of  roads  passes,  if  not  now  in  all  its  extent 
one  of  great  fertility,  is  capable  of  being  rendered  so  in  the  highest 
degree  by  the  application  of  guano  and  marl,  which  they  render  ac- 
cessible to  it,  and  which  seem  magically  adapted  to  the  speedy  and 
complete  restoration  of  its  soil. 

Upon  this  base  line  of  railway  will  rest  four  of  the  most  important 
public  works  projected  upon  the  continent. 

1.  First  ana  southernmost  among  them  is  the  Danville  railroad.  It 
traverses  the  great  southern  region  of  the  state,  crossing  the  fertile  val- 
leys of  the  Appomattox,  the  Staunton,  the  Banister  and  the  Dan  ri- 
vers, which  constitute  probably  the  finest  tobacco  region  in  the  world, 
and  penetrating  to  that  most  productive  portion  of  North  Carolina 
which  lies  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  blue  Ridge  mountains.  It 
will  ultimately  form  a  connection  with  the  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina network  of  railways,  and  bring  to  our  state  an  immense  southern 
as  well  as  local  commerce. 

2.  The  second  great  railroad  that  leaves  the  base  line  in  question, 
is  that  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  company,  in  connection  with 
the  Southside  road  from  Lynchburg  to  Petersburg,  and  its  projected 
extension  to  Norfolk.  Threading  the  most  productive  portions  of  the 
James  river  valley ;  thence  penetrating  the  whole  extent  of  that  pro- 
lific bed  of  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth  which  lies  between  the 
Allegbanies  and  Blue  Ridge  south  of  the  James  river ;  thence  con- 
necting in  Tennessee,  by  works  already  in  progress,  with  the  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  railway  systems,  with  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road, 
and  with  the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis,  where  it  will  participate  in 
in  all  the  advantages  tnat  are  to  result  from  the  projected  railway  con- 
nections of  that  city  with  New  Orleans,  with  the  Western  Mississippi 
country,  and  ultimately  with  the  Pacific  ocean — it  is  impossible  to 
appreciate  adequately  the  importance  of  this  work  to  the  state,  or  to 
overestimate  the  stupendous  results  of  its  future  operations.  It  will 
tan  the  Mississippi  river  at  a  point  below  the  mouths  of  its  largest 
tributaries,  where  the  whole  trade  of  that  river  and  those  tributaries 
can  be  reached.  It  will  pierce  the  valleys  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland  rivers,  and  be  accessible  to  the  trade  of  the  whole  state 
of  Tennessee.  By  intersecting  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  it  will  be 
in  railway  connection  direcdy  or  indirectly  with  the  entire  eastern 
half  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Such  are  the  promises  of  the  main  stem  of  this  road  to  the  com- 
merce and  wealth  of  the  commonwealth.  Besides  this  main  stem, 
routes  are  feasible  for  a  branch  road,  diverging  from  it  at  the  Horse- 
shoe bend  of  the  New  river  and  extending  to  the  Ohio  river,  either 
at  Louisville  or  at  any  one  of  several  eligible  points,  in  the  option  of 
the  state,  higher  up  that  stream,  which  promises  the  same  results  in 
regard  to  Kentucky  and  the  Ohio  valley  as  are  promised  by  the 
main  stem  in  regard  to  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  valley. 

3.  The  third  great  railway  diverging  from  the  base  \\ne  of  \&\a  s^Sr 
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tern,  is  the  Virginia  Central  road.    It  traverses  a  section  of  the  state 
entirely  distinct  and  separate  from  that  which  is  tributary  to  the  Vir- 

S'nia  and  Tennessee  road.  It  is  a  necessary  outlet  to  the  trade  of 
e  counties  along  its  completed  and  projected  route.  Considered  ad 
a  local  work,  accommodating  the  trade  of  a  large,  populous  and  fer- 
tile region  of  country  tributary  to  it,  it  is  second  in  importance  to  no 
other  work  of  the  kind  in  progress.  It  is  destined  to  secure  to  the 
cities  of  Virginia  a  large  and  immensely  valuable  trade  that  would 
otherwise  inevitably  go  off  to  cities  of  other  states.  It  would  com- 
mand an  immense  eastern  and  western  travel,  and  would  bring  to  our 
mountain  watering  places,  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  countless  numbers  of  visitors.  Both  as  accommodating 
the  trade  of  numerous  counties  of  the  state  that  would  have  no  other 
easy  access  to  market,  and  as  securing  to  Virginia  a  large  portion  of 
wealth  which  would  flow  beyond  her  borders  into  other  states,  this 
work  is  of  the  first  importance.  But  its  local  character  is  not  its  most 
interesting  one.  It  will  be  chiefly  important,  when  completed  to  the 
Ohio,  as  a  continental  highway.  Taking  its  departure  from  Rich- 
mond, upon  the  head  of  tidewater,  at  a  point  upon  the  James  river 
whence  that  stream  is  diverted  by  high  bluffs  from  the  direct  course  it 
seemed  pursuing,  to  the  nearest  point  upon  salt  water,  (at  Eltham, 
near  the  mouth  of  York  river)  this  road,  as  constructed  and  projected, 
penetrates  through  the  entire  centre  of  the  state  to  the  Ohio  river  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Guyandotte.  It  will  afford  transportation  for  all  the 
rich  and  varied  products  of  that  portion  of  our  own  state  lying  bfr* 
tween  its  termini,  embracing  minerals  the  most  valuable  and  abun- 
dant, including  coal,  iron  and  salt.  It  will  strike  the  state  of  Ohio  at 
its  extreme  southernmost  point,  where,  consequently,  access  to  its  ter- 
minus by  water  will  be  least  obstructed  by  ice,  and  not  far  from 
Portsmouth  on  the  Ohio  river,  from  whence  a  continuous  line  of  canal 
communication  extends  through  the  centre  of  that  state  to  Lake  Erie. 
Egress  from  this  lake  to  New  York  can  only  be  had  at  a  point  four 
degrees  northward  of  Guyandotte,  where,  consequently,  the  waters 
would  be  closed  by  ice  some  sixty  days  sooner.  The  canals  of  Ohio, 
running  from  north  to  south,  would  therefore  be  feeders  of  this  road 
for  several  months  in  the  year  without  a  rival,  not  only  during  the 
months  of  actual  ice  in  the  northern  lakes  and  canals,  but  during  all 
that  portion  of  the  fall  while  ice  is  apprehended.  In  addition  to  the 
advantages  held  out  by  these  water  communications  serving  as  feed- 
ers to  this  road,  including  the  Ohio  river  itself,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  Cincinnati,  with  her  energy,  public  spirit  and  capital,  is  straining 
every  nerve  to  form  railroad  connections  with  the  most  advantageous 
Atlantic  seaports.  The  immense  trade  of  that  city  will  be  ours,  if  we 
but  furnish  for  it  the  strongest  attractions.  The  magnitude  of  the 
capita]  and  the  importance  and  value  of  the  commerce  which  are  con- 
centrating at  that  city  with  astonishing  rapidity  and  in  amounts  almost 
beyond  belief,  will  be  best  understood  by  considering  the  extent  and 
character  of  country  contributing  to  its  wealth.  That  city  has  so 
thrown  out  her  lines  of  improvement,  and  is  so  advantageously  locat- 
ed, that  she  has  become  the  centre  to  which  not  only  all  tne  commerce 
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of  Ohio  tends,  but  also  a  great  part  of  that  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Michigan.    Extensive  and  fertile  regions  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia 
contribute  their  trade  also  to  swell  the  wealth  of  this  western  empo- 
rium.   Possessing  these  great  means  of  wealth  and  power,  Cincinnati 
has  long  understood  the  vast  importance  to  herself  of  opening  the 
shortest,  cheapest  and  most  direct  line  of  communication  with  the  At- 
lantic ports.     The  lines  of  transportation  she  has  projected  have  been 
chiefly  directed  towards  New  York  and  other  northern  cities,  because 
her  efforts  and  labors  to  accomplish  her  great  objects  were  responded 
to  there  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of 
her  aims,  and  not  at  all  because  those  commercial  localities  were  the 
most  preferable  to  her.    The  Virginia  Central  railroad  points  from  the 
nearest  Atlantic  seaport  directly  to  this  enterprising  and  wealthy  city, 
which  seems  to  concentrate  the  capital  and  commerce  of  the  Ohio 
valley.    It  offers  the  shortest  transit  from  her  wharves  to  the  seaboard. 
It  presents  for  her  trade  far  easier  grades  than  any  rival  road  north 
of  it    Its  construction  will  cost  less  than  any  road  that  has  ever  been 
carried  over  a  mountainous  region  of  country.    Mountain  barriers,  else- 
where so  difficult  to  overcome,  are  in  Virginia  scarcely  obstacles  at  all. 
A  water  communication  is  perfectly  practicable  over  this  route.    A 
railroad  is  comparatively  of  easy  accomplishment. 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  Central  railroad  is 
equally  applicable  to  a  branch  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road, 
which  mignt  be  extended  from  New  river,  at  the  Horseshoe  bend, 
through  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  the  Ohio  at  Louisville,  connecting 
with  a  railroad  already  constructed,  seventy-five  miles  in  length,  be- 
tween Lexington  and  Louisville. 

4.  The  fourth  hue  of  railway  resting  upon  the  base  line  of  our 
great  Virginia  network,  and  which  the  board  feels  especially  con- 
strained to  press  earnestly  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  is 
an  extension  of  the  Manassa's  gap  railroad,  from  its  present  western 
terminus  at  Strasburg,  to  a  point  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
equi-distant  between  Baltimore  and  Parkersburg,  and  about  seventy- 
five  miles  west  of  Strasburg.  This  road  would  place  Alexandria  in 
direct  communication  with  the  Ohio  river  at  Parkersburg,  and  thence 
with  Cincinnati  and  the  whole  Ohio  system  of  railways.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  work  a  road  twenty-five  miles  in  length,  from  Frede- 
ricksburg to  the  nearest  point  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad, 
would  make  a  continuous  line  between  Parkersburg  and  Petersburg, 
passing  through  or  near  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  state  except 
Norfolk,  and  capable  of  being  continued  jointly  with  the  Southsiae 
road  to  that  city  from  Petersburg,  over  a  route  which  has  recently 
been  found  by  survey  to  be  only  about  eighty  miles  in  length  and  to 
be  almost  level  throughout  its  distance.  By  the  route  in  question  the 
distance  between  Alexandria  and  Parkersburg  is  about  367  miles,  all 
of  which  is  provided  for  but  the  portion  of  seventy-five  miles  between 
Strasburg  and  the  point  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  al- 
ready described,  called  Paadytown. 

As  little  or  no  doubt  can  exist  that  the  road  from  Paddyttroxv  to 
Parkersburg  will  be  ready  for  use  on  the  1st  January  1855,  tvo  tune 
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should  be  lost  in  securing  to  Winchester,  Alexandria,  Fredericksburg, 
Richmond,  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  the  full  benefit  of  a  connection  witn 
the  .same  point  on  the  Ohio ;  and  it  is  hazarding  but  little  to  say  that  the 
united  efforts  of  those  towns  will  be  able  to  attract  through  our  own 
state  as  much  of  the  great  trade  of  the  West  passing  over  tnis  route  as 
Baltimore  will  bring  within  her  control  from  the  same  source.  The 
connection  of  our  railroad  system  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
in  the  manner  proposed,  derives  a  great  local  importance  from  the 
fact  that  the  largest  beds  of  the  best  bituminous  coal  which  can  be 
found  anywhere  on  the  Atlantic  slope  immediately  surround  the  propos- 
ed point  of  junction  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  The  pro- 
posed connection  would  open  a  direct  railroad  transit  for  this  immense- 
ly valuable  article  across  the  northeastern  portion  of  Virginia  to  Alex- 
andria, a  city  which  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  largest  shippers 
of  coal  in  the  Union.  From  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  this  board, 
it  does  not  hesitate  to  state  that  a  subscription  by  the  commonwealth 
of  two-fifths  of  the  means  necessary  to  the  construction  of  this  con- 
nection, as  well  as  of  that  from  Fredericksburg  to  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  road,  will  be  promptly  met  by  the  requisite  private  sub- 
scriptions, and  that  the  enterprise  can  at  once  be  set  in  progress.  This 
great  connection  deserves  and  ought  to  command  the  pecuniary  aid  of 
the  legislature. 

Such  is  the  system  of  railways  progressing  in  our  state.  With  one 
branch  reaching  into  that  rich  tobacco  and  grain  growing  region  of 
country  lying  in  Southern  Virginia  and  in  western  North  and  South 
Carolina  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  upon  the  head  waters 
of  the  numerous  streams  that  rise  thence  and  flow  into  the  Atlantic ; 
with  another  branch  reaching  far  out  through  the  southwestern  portion 
of  our  own  state,  across  the  entire  length  of  Tennessee,  into  the  heart 
of  the  chief  cottcm  producing  country  in  the  world,  and  tapping  the 
Mississippi  river  at  a  point  where  pass  $  225,000,000  of  wealth  per 
annum ;  with  another  branch  reaching  over  the  entire  width  of  our 
state  into  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  to  the  central  emporium  of  its  com- 
merce, and  touching  the  Ohio  river  at  a  point  which  enables  it  to  com- 
pete successfully  for  the  trade  of  that  entire  valley  with  all  rival 
works  at  every  season  of  the  year,  and  to  monopolize  the  trade  of  seve- 
ral of  those  works  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year ;  with 
still  another  great  arm  reaching  through  our  northwestern  coal  beds 
into  this  same  great  valley  at  a  more  northern  point,  nearer  to  the 
lakes  and  nearer  to  the  centre  of  that  prolific  region  of  country  lying 
between  those  lakes  and  the  Ohio  river — a  region  of  country  which  is 
entirely  covered  over  with  canals  and  railways — with  all  these  im- 
provements uniting  themselves  to  our  eastern  longitudinal  line  of  rail- 
roads which  traverses  the  whole  length  of  the  state  parallel  with  the 
Atlantic,  and  converging  by  its  means  upon  the  most  capacious  harbor 
in  the  world,  where  also  converge  the  navigated  waters  of  five  entire 
states — it  is  improbable  that  Virginia  shall  fail  to  become  in  a  short 
period  the  first  commercial  state  of  the  Union,  or  fail  of  securing  her 
proper  share  of  the  great  trade  of  the  West,  or  be  disappointed  in  the 
expectation  that  her  system  of  works  will  produce  large  revenues  to 
her  treasury  and  immense  wealth  and  prosperity  to  Ytet  ^wgta. 
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These  great  railways  of  the  state,  forming,  as  shewn,  a  consistent 

system,  cannot  be  regarded  as  rival  enterprises.     In  Massachusetts, 

where  railroads  are  distant  from  each  other  an  average  space  of  only 

seven  miles,  and  which  are  for  the  most  part  strictly  local  in  character, 

do  rivalry,  exists  between  them.    If  experience  proves  that  such  works 

as  these  do  not  conflict,  how  much  less  possible  are  conflicts  between 

our  own  works,  which  penetrate  each  a  great  distinct  section  of  the 

state,  at  distances  of  fifty  and  a  hundred  miles  apart,  which  are  not 

only  secure  in  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  immediate  localities 

through  which  they  pass,  but  inevitably  certain  to  share  largely  in  that 

immense  trade  of  the  West,  which  multiplies  in  geometrical  proportion 

with  the  means  of  transportation  afforded  to  it  ? 

The  trade  of  the  Virginia  network  of  railroads  will  be  of  two  kinds, 
namely :  that  obtained  within  the  state,  and  that  obtained  beyond  its 
limits. 

Their  local  trade  is  not  at  all  to  be  computed  by  the  amount  now 
produced  in  the  state.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  surplus  products  of  a 
country  like  ours  but  in  the  means  of  transportation.  Where  there 
are  no  means  of  transportation  there  is  no  trade.  Trade  springs  up 
at  the  approach  of  a  railroad.  Energies  which  seem  dormant  in  a 
community  receive  life  at  the  very  instant  this  mighty  stimulus  of  pro- 
duction is  applied.  Give  but  a  market  to  the  industry  of  our  enter- 
prising people,  and  they  at  once  become  producers  to  an  extent  which 
they  themselves  had  never  imagined.  In  the  native  elements  of  na- 
tional greatness  Virginia  is  without  a  rival  amongst  the  states  of  the 
Union.  Fortunately  situated  in  her  geographical  position,  she  embraces 
a  soil  which  produces  in  perfection  all  the  fruits  and  grains  of  the  tem- 
perate zone,  whilst  her  climate  is  probably  unequalled,  certainly  un- 
surpassed, for  salubriousness  by  that  of  any  country  of  like  extent  in 
the  world. 

Water  power,  in  other  countries  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
elements  of  wealth,  has  heretofore  in  Virginia  attracted  but  little  at- 
tention, and  yet  she  possesses  an  extent  of  it  almost  without  limit.  It 
is  hazarding  nothing  to  say  there  is  water  power  enough  in  Virginia 
to  manufacture  for  all  Europe  and  America.  The  great  Appalachian 
chain  of  mountains  passes  across  the  state  from  northeast  to  south- 
west, occupying  a  distance  of  about  thirty-five  miles  from  its  eastern 
to  its  western  base.  The  great  rivers  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac  are 
chiefly  supplied  by  tributaries  rising  in  these  mountains  within  our 
borders.  The  Roanoke  and  the  Holston  issue  from  the  same  chain 
and  course  a  considerable  distance  in  our  state.  The  Great  Kanawha 
passes  through  the  whole  breadth  of  this  mountain  belt,  from  south  to 
north,  for  hundreds  of  miles  across  our  western  territory,  affording  in 
its  rapid  course  unlimited  water  power.  Coursing  from  far  south,  its 
wtter  is  warmer  and  less  liable  to  freeze  than  that  of  any  river  in 
the  same  latitude,  and  is  admirably  adapted  in  that  respect  to  manu- 
facturing in  the  winter  time.  The  James  river  traverses  more  than 
half  the  width  of  the  state  from  west  to  east.  The  feeders  of  all  these 
streams  are  mountain  torrents,  supplied  by  never  failing  apnuga  wcA 
varying  but  httle  in  volume  during  the  course  of  the  year.    \}\*otl 
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many  of  these  waters  other  elements  of  wealth  are  abundantly  en- 
countered, besides  their  countless  water  falls.  Minerals  of  almost 
every  description  abound,  but  probably  none  so  much  as  iron  and 
coal — those  heavy  articles,  which,  when  means  of  intercommunica- 
tion are  perfect,  attract  manufactories  to  their  sites.  Our  iron  is 
already  proverbial  for  its  excellence,  although  it  is  well  known  that 
our  best  mines  have  not  yet  been  operated.  Our  strata  of  coal  are 
found  in  thicknesses  varying  from  two  to  thirty  feet,  and  deposits  of 
the  species  known  as  cannd  coal  are  found  by  recent  discoveries  to  be 
not  only  of  the  most  superior  quality,  but  in  quantities  utterly  inex- 
haustible. Indeed  our  coal  measures  cover  the  larger  portion  of  the 
state.  The  salt  mines  of  the  Kanawha  and  Holston  valleys  are  ca- 
pable of  being  enlarged  in  productiveness  to  any  extent,  whilst  the 
gypsum  beds  upon  the  latter  stream  are  probably  equal  in  quality  and 
extent  to  any  that  are  known  to  commerce.  The  soil  where  these 
minerals  abound,  unlike  that  of  other  mineral  regions,  is  highly  fertile, 
and  capable  of  supporting  a  heavy  population. 

These  are  some  of  the  natural  resources  of  our  commonwealth, 
promising  an  extraordinary  increase  of  wealth  as  the  result  of  com- 
pleting her  great  public  works,  and  ensuring  an  immense  local  trade 
to  those  works  when  completed.  But  it  must  also  be  considered  that 
her  unrivalled  water  privileges,  her  excellent  climate  and  admirable 
geographical  position  on  the  continent,  must  inevitably  render  her, 
when  the  railroad  system  shall  pervade  the  whole  Union,  the  chief 
manufacturing  state  of  the  confederacy.  It  is  found,  by  recent  scien- 
tific experiments,  that  wool  grown  in  Virginia  is  superior  in  fineness 
and  strength  of  texture  to  any  other  whatever.  In  regard  to  this 
article  and  cotton,  it  is  found  that  the  climate  of  northern  latitudes 
is  too  severe  and  the  atmosphere  too  highly  charged  with  electri- 
city for  the  easy  manufacture  of  textile  fabrics,  while  the  climate  of 
southern  latitudes  is  too  enervating  for  continuous  labor  in  mills  and 
workshops.  In  proportion  as  the  system  of  internal  intercommunica- 
tion shall  be  perfected  in  the  Union,  will  be  the  tendency  of  the  manu- 
factories of  tnese  fabrics  to  concentrate  in  our  latitude  and  territory. 
By  the  inevitable  laws  of  public  economy,  every  railroad  and  canal 
that  is  opened  in  the  Union  will  but  facilitate  and  increase  this  ten- 
dency. The  higher  latitudes  of  our  country  will  devote  themselves 
more  and  more  to  the  cultivation  of  cereals,  the  lower  latitudes  to  that 
of  sugar  and  fibrous  staples,  while  our  central  districts,  in  which  our 

great  national  highways  meet,  will  employ  themselves  chiefly  in  com- 
ining  the  rude  staples  of  each  extreme  region  into  finer  fabrics  by 
means  of  their  coals,  minerals  and  water  power.  To  consummate 
these  results  for  Virginia  the  whole  railway  capital  of  the  Union  is 
conspiring.  To  hasten  and  secure  them  for  herself,  Virginia  has  but 
to  perfect  her  own  system  of  public  works ;  that  is  to  say,  has  but  to 
open  her  doors  to  the  wealth  that  is  pressing  for  admission.  Before 
leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  ana  as  germain  to  the  matter  imme- 
diately in  band,  it  is  proper  to  urge  briefly  here  the  great  importance 
of  a  direct  ocean  steam  communication  from  the  ports  of  Virginia  to 
Europe,  not  only  as  a  means  of  perfecting  our  commercial  system, 
and  thereby  securing  our  political  independence,  but  as  a  means  of 
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supplying  that  primary  jpant  of  Virginia,  immigration.     The  wealth 
denvable  from  this  sour™ ,  in  rude  labor  and  cash  capital,  great  and 
desirable  as  it  is,  is  not  so  much  to  be  invited  as  mechanical  and 
manufacturing  skill.    Virginia  needs  the  handicraftsman  far  more  than 
she  needs  capital,  much  as  she  requires  the  latter.     The  artificer's 
labor  produces  and   attracts  capital.     Capital  oftener  expels  than 
attracts  him.     The  peculiar  adaptations  of  our  state  urge  us  to  invite 
by  every  means  in  our  power,  from  the  Manchesters  and  Birming- 
hams  of  Great  Britain  and  the  continent,  those  artificers  who  are  daily 
turned  out  by  hundreds  without  food  or  employment  from  their  facto- 
ries.    With  our  railroad   system  completed,  this  valuable  class  of 
people   will  find  in  manufacturing  Virginia  unceasing  employment 
and  food  inexhaustible. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  capacities  of  Virginia  for 
famishing  a  local  trade  to  her  system  of  railroads.  Turning,  therefore, 
to  the  trade  which  these  works  will  derive  from  beyond  her  limits,  it 
is  to  be  observed  that  they  reach  into  that  portion  of  the  Mississippi 
valley  lying  between  the  latitudes  of  extreme  southern  Tennessee  and 
northern  Ohio,  which  is  far  the  most  productive  portion  of  that  im- 
mense basin,  and  that  they  will  afford  to  its  products  the  shortest  and 
easiest  transit  to  the  ocean  of  all  other  routes  North  or  South. 

The  natnral  outlets  to  this  basin  are  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  midway  between  the  mouths  of  which  lie  Virginia  and 
the  Chesapeake  bay.     It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  if  there  were  a  na- 
tural channel  of  navigation  flowing  from  this  valley  across  Virginia 
ioto  the  Chesapeake  bay,  the  great  bulk  of  Western  trade  would  be 
borne  upon  its  bosom  rather  than  upon  the  Mississippi  and  St.  Law* 
rence  rivers.     But  these  two  natural  channels  do  not  answer  the  great 
demands  of  Western  commerce.      Artificial  lines  of  transportation 
have  become  necessary  to  its  accommodation.     Yet  the  artificial  high- 
ways of  Virginia  will  possess  the  same  advantages  over  all  other  such 
works  of  art  in  transporting  this  commerce  that  a  natural  channel 
across  her  territory,  if  there  were  one,  would  possess  over  the  great 
natural  Northern  and  Southern  outlets  to  the  ocean.     The  fact  is  ob- 
vious, and  requires  no  amplification  or  proof. 

But  it  is  needless  to  enquire  into  the  capacity  of  the  public  works 
of  Virginia  to  compete  with  others  for  a  trade  which,  if  not  already, 
Drill  speedily  be,  so  vast  as  to  stifle  competition.  If  there  be  competi- 
tion at  all  in  respect  to  the  overflowing  commerce  of  the  West,  it  will 
be  between  accumulating  products  struggling  for  transit  and  not  be- 
tween lines  of  transportation  contending  for  trade.  Already  is  this 
the  case  with  the  canals  and  railways  of  New  York.  The  only  limit 
to  trade  issuing  from  the  West,  now  that  population  is  becoming  more 
generally  diffused  over  its  territory,  will  be  in  the  facilities  of  that 
trade  for  reaching  market.  Capable  of  producing  immeasurably  be- 
yond its  own  consumption,  every  addition  to  its  facilities  for  transpor- 
tation will  only  multiply  its  surplus  production.  Population  was  its 
first  great  want.  That  being  partially  secured,  its  future  never  end- 
ing want  will  be  access  to  market. 
Statistics  of  Western  trade  have  been  so  often,  in  so  tnstaj  fottna* 
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and  from  so  many  sources  laid  before  the  public,  that  to  exhibit  them 
here  would  be  useless  repetition.  They  but  teach  the  great  fact  of  that 
country's  unlimited  capacity,  when  fully  populated,  for  the  production  of 
human  food  and  mineral  treasure.  This  immense  capacity  for  produc- 
tion has  caused  an  increase  of  population  such  as  the  world  never  wit- 
nessed before ;  and,  reciprocally,  this  astonishing  increase  of  population 
has  multiplied  its  material  wealth  with  a  rapidity  and  in  a  ratio  outstrip- 
ping all  previous  computation.  The  country  is  yet  in  extreme  infancy. 
Its  matured  energies  are  not  yet  begun  to  be  exerted.  Its  complete 
resources  are  scarcely  beginning  to  be  developed.  The  combined  re- 
ciprocal action  of  its  population  upon  wealth,  and  its  wealth  upon  po- 
pulation, have  scarcely  yet  commenced  to  exhibit  their  stupendous 
results. 

A  very  few  facts  will  suffice  to  shew  the  increase  of  Western  popula- 
tion and  wealth.  In  1836  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  was  computed  to 
be  $  1 6,461,274  in  value.  In  1843  that  value  had  become  $  89,538,726. 
In  1848  it  was  $186,484,905 ;  and  it  is  now  more  than  $200,000,000. 

The  area  of  the  Mississippi  valley  is  1,500,000  square  miles.  If 
populated  as  densely  as  New  England,  it  would  hold  60,000,000  of 
people.  If  populated  like  England,  it  would  contain  345,000,000  of 
souls — nearly  equivalent  to  one-half  the  present  population  of  the 
globe.  Less  than  seventy-five  years  ago  it  contained  out  20,000  peo- 
ple, besides  aborigines;  now  it  contains  more  than  11,000,000  of 
civilized  inhabitants.  It  can  support  a  denser  population  than  any 
country  of  like  extent  in  the  world.  It  is  attracting  emigration  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  every  year.  With  a  population  generally  in 
the  prime  of  life,  surrounded  by  none  of  the  circumstances  which  usu- 
ally check  the  increase  of  the  species,  continuously  replenished  by 
additions  aside  from  Us  natural  increase,  and  enjoying  political  insti- 
tutions tending  to  develop  human  energy  to  its  ultimate  capacity,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  calculate  the  numerical  progress  of  this  valley. 
It  is  certainly  safe  to  say  that  the  end  of  this  century  will  find  it  con- 
taining not  far  less  than  75,000,000  of  souls. 

What  will  be  the  amount  and  value  of  the  trade  produced  by  a 

Co  pie  increasing  rapidly  from  eleven  to  seventy-five  millions  in  num- 
r,  and  what  the  results  of  their  labor  upon  a  soil  teeming  every 
where  with  vegetation  and  abounding  everywhere  in  minerals,  would 
surpass  the  efforts  of  the  human  mind  accurately  to  compute.  It  would 
seem  that  the  mere  mention  of  the  foregoing  leading  facts  would  suf- 
fice to  banish  all  apprehensions  that  might  be  felt  of  a  deficiency  of 
western  trade  to  afford  occupation  for  the  numerous  public  works  pro- 
jected for  its  transportation. 

The  annual  loss  by  accidents  on  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  com- 
merce transported  upon  it,  was  computed  in  1840  to  be  upwards  of 
$  3,000,000.  The  value  of  that  trade  in  that  year  was  $220,000,000. 
The  loss  upon  trade  pursuing  this  channel  was  therefore  one  and  a 
quarter  per  cent.  This  is  one  item  of  the  cost  of  Mississippi  transport- 
ation. The  statistics  of  Western  trade  exhibit  the  fact  that  all  the 
articles  of  Western  grown  food,  except  the  products  of  the  hog,  are  ex- 
ported  in  larger  quantities  eastward  towards  the  Atlantic,  than  south- 
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ward  down  the  Mississippi  river.     The  fact  is  owing  to  the  injury 
sustained  by  cereal   products  in  their  passage  through  the  warmer 
climates  of  the  lower  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf.    These  cereal  products, 
especially  Indian  corn,  are  too  cheap  to  bear  a  high  cost  of  transport- 
ation, and  invariably  seek  the  cheapest  transit  to  market.      This 
important  disideratum  will  be  possessed  by  our  own  improvements. 
Scientific  surveys  shew  that  the  grades  upon  our  railroads  will  be 
considerably  less  than  those  of  the  roads  north  of  them ;  and  whether 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St  Louis,  Springfield,  Memphis  or  Independence 
be  taken  as  the  centre  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  the  transit  thence 
over  Virginia  to  Hampton  Roads  is  by  many  miles  the  shortest  of  all 
the  approaches  from  the  West  to  the  Atlantic.     The  capacity  of  that 
▼alley  for  furnishing  exports  of  cereals  may  be  inferred  from  the  pro- 
ductions of  Ohio  in  1850.     In  that  year  the  wheat  crop  of  that  state 
was  estimated  to  be  30,000,000  of  bushels,  of  which  she  consumed 
but  about  12,000,000.     Her  production  of  Indian  corn  in  the  same 
season  was  64,000,000,  of  which  she  fed  to  her  stock  42,000,000,  ex- 
ported 2,000,000  in  bulk,  and  fed  to  fat  animals,  which  were  driven 
to  market,  20,000,000.     So,  therefore,  but  for  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion, Ohio  alone  would  have  exported  in  that  year  40,000,000  bushels 
of  wheat  and  Indian  corn.     The  statistics  of  the  New  York  and  Ohio 
canals  exhibit  the  fact  that  but  a  very  inconsiderable  portion  of  Indian 
corn  is  sent  to  market  from  a  distance  greater  than  the  eastern  shores 
of  lake  Erie — a  fact  which  demonstrates  that  our  Virginia  lines  of 
transportation  and  our  Chesapeake  ports  will  monopolize  the  Indian 
corn  trade  of  the  Ohio  valley. 

The  subject  of  our  great  railroads  has  been  dwelt  upon  at  some 
length,  in  order  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  in  Virginia  of  a  prevailing 
prejudice,  induced  by  the  want  of  due  reflection,  that  the  public  works 
of  the  state  are  antagonists  and  rivals,  and  in  order  if  possible  to  put 
an  end  to  the  mutual  hostilities  which  unfortunately  prevail  between 
their  respective  friends.  Nothing  is  wanting  to  the  rapid  prosperity 
of  the  commonwealth  but  harmony  and  concert  of  action  among  these 
great  interests.  Conflicts  between  them  only  result  in  retarding  their 
progress,  and  exhausting  the  means  of  the  state  upon  works  of  secon- 
dary coosequeve.  It  is  vitally  important  that  the  resources  of  the 
treasury  should  be  concentrated  upon  our  leading  enterprizes  and 
applied  with  systematic  economy,  but  enlightened  liberality,  to  com- 
peting the  great  system  of  improvements  in  which  the  state  is  en- 
pged.  The  completion  of  these,  instead  of  finding  them  competing 
vkh  each  other  for  trade,  will  only  find  them  laying  down  additional 
tracks  and  engaged  in  augmented  efforts  to  accommodate  the  accumu- 
lating commerce  pressing  upon  them  for  transit. 

It  is  the  good  fortune  of  the  board  to  be  able  to  announce,  that  not- 
withstanding the  embarrassment  prevailing  in  the  monetary  affairs  of 
the  country*  the  bonds  of  the  state  are  selling  for  higher  premiums 
than  they  have  ever  before  commanded.  While  this  is  so  of  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  finances  of  the  state  have  but  just  emerged  from  a 
critical  crisis.  The  difficulties  which  presented  themselves  Vo  \h& 
board  during  the  year  can  scarcely  be  understood  by  those  xvoX.  fo- 
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miliar  with  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  laws.     The  appro- 

£  nations  of  the  last  three  years  to  works  of  internal  improvement, 
ave  far  exceeded  what  was  ever  before  known  in  the  history  of  the 
commonwealth*     So  considerable  and  sudden  was  the  increase  of  the 

Eublic  debt,  that  serious  apprehensions  for  the  public  credit  began  to 
e  entertained  by  discreet  and  reflecting  men.  The  engagements  into 
which  the  state  had  already  solemnly  entered  amounted  to  an  im- 
mense sum  of  money — much  beyond  what  had  ever  been  realized  be- 
fore in  one  year  from  the  sale  of  state  bonds — the  only  mode  pro- 
vided by  law  for  procuring  funds  to  defray  the  costs  of  public  works, 
whether  constructed  by  joint  stock  companies  or  wholly  upon  stale 
account.  The  commonwealth,  by  various  enactments,  directed  the 
Board  of  public  works  to  subscribe  to  a  great  number  of  joint  stock 
companies  whenever  the  amount  subscribed  by  private  individuals 
should  reach  a  specified  sum. 

When  these  subscriptions  were  made,  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
board  to  pay  the  state  subscriptions  pari  passu  with  the  payments  by 
private  stockholders.  There  were  no  conditions  annexed  whereby  the 
duty  thus  imposed  could  be  either  deferred  or  avoided  by  the  board— 
the  mandate  was  absolute.  To  fail  in  the  payment  of  the  state's 
quota  from  any  cause  whatever,  would  have  been  an  act  of  palpable 
repudiation.  A  failure  to  discbarge  the  interest  annually  accruing 
upon  the  state  debt  could  not  have  been  a  more  complete  forfeiture  of 
slate  credit,  or  inflicted  a  deeper  stain  upon  her  honor.  The  respon- 
sibility imposed  upon  the  board  was,  under  these  circumstances,  of 
most  momentous  importance.  Not  only  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
commonwealth — so  dear  to  every  Virginian — were  committed  to  their 
charge,  but  the  prosecution  of  every  public  work  in  the  state  rested 
upon  their  meeting  promptly  the  extraordinary  demands  upon  them 
for  money.  The  trammels  thrown  around  the  action  of  the  board  by 
law  were  so  great,  that  small  discretion  was  allowed  them,  even  in 
case  of  the  most  pressing  emergency*  If  the  state  credit  had  been 
sacrificed  and  repudiation  had  threatened,  the  board  possessed  no 
power  to  sell  state  bonds  for  one  cent  less  than  par,  if  thereby  both 
could  have  been  averted. 

To  remedy  this  embarrassment,  the  legislature  a*  its  last  session, 
pursuing  the  suggestion  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  had  passed  a  bill 
authorizing  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  state  bonds  from  that  pre- 
viously in  use,  which  deprived  them  of  market  value  out  of  the  state  on 
account  of  the  trammels  and  restraints  attending  their  transfer,  substi- 
tuting the  coupon  bond.  The  law  authorized  the  board  to  contract 
for  the  payment  of  interest  accruing  upon  them  at  any  place  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  state — a  discretion  not  before  allowed.  The  lawfully 
answered  the  end  for  which  it  was  proposed.  The  result  has  shewn 
that  but  for  its  passage  nothing  but  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature 
could  have  saved  the  state  from  repudiation.  The  change  in  the  finan- 
cial policy  of  the  commonwealth,  effected  by  this  law,  and  the  nego- 
tiations it  enabled  the  board  to  make,  have  entirely  diverted  the  appre- 
hended danger,  and  permanently  advanced  the  stocks  of  the  state  to 
prices  above  their  par  value. 
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The  Board  of  public  works  felt  most  deeply  the  responsibilities 
resting  upon  them,  and  were  none  the  less  anxious  upon  the  subject 
because  the  position  had  been  assigned  them  without  any  agency  of 
their  own.     Sales  of  the  old  state  stock  were  limited  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  our  own  citizens,  and  nothing,  consequently,  but  the  surplus 
capital  seeking  investment  in  Virginia  was  used  in  their  purchase. 
The  amount  of  their  sales  seldom  reached  above  $  800,000  per  an- 
num ;  and  as  there  was  no  market  value  for  the  bonds  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  state,  it  was  quite  impossible  to  force  them  upon  the 
market  at  their  par  value,  while  they  could  not  be  sold  for  a  less  price 
under  express  provision  of  law.     The  demands  for  money  to  meet  the 
augmented  liabilities  of  the  commonwealth,  under  the  liberal  appro- 
priations of  the  legislature,  far  exceeded  these  sales,  and  the  board 
saw  distinctly  the  utter  impossibility  of  increasing  those  sales  by  any 
means  whatever  then  at  their  command.     Since  the  1st  of  July  last 
they  have  been  upwards  of  $  2,000,000,  all  of  which  has  been  raised 
by  the  sales  of  coupon  bonds,  except  a  trifling  amount  raised  upon 
the  old  bonds. 

In  order  that  the  legislature  may  fully  understand  the  critical  con- 
dition from  which  the  negotiations  of  the  board  have  rescued  the 
state,  it  may  now  be  stated  that  in  July  last,  before  the  new  bonds 
could  be  prepared,  there  were  drafts  upon  its  table  for  immediate  pay- 
ment amounting  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars — to  liquidate  which 
there  was  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury.  Previously  to  this  state  of  af- 
fairs, namely,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  the  board,  upon  consultation 
amongst  themselves,  concluded  that  the  indications  of  the  commercial 
world  portended  an  approaching  financial  pressure.  This  conviction 
rendered  them  doubly  anxious  to  secure,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possi- 
ble, whilst  money  was  yet  abundant,  all  the  means  requisite  for  public 
purposes  during  the  year.  The  result  has  shewn  the  correctness  of 
these  suppositions,  and  that  their  promptness  was  fortunate  even  be- 
yond what  they  themselves  anticipated.  The  pressure  now  prevailing 
has  occasioned  considerable  embarrassment  in  the  commercial  affairs 
of  the  country.  It  has  imposed  upon  the  banks  the  necessity  both  of 
refusing  to  a  great  extent  discounts  upon  paper  offered  at  their  coun- 
ters, and  of  curtailing  their  discounts  already  granted,  more  rapidly 
than  is  customary.  In  the  midst  of  this  financial  embarrassment  came 
huge  demands  upon  the  treasury  for  the  liquidation  of  interest  upon 
our  state  debt.  The  law  had  set  aside  no  specific  sum  of  money  for 
this  purpose,  but  made  it  simply  a  charge  upon  the  treasury.  The 
moneys  in  the  treasury  were  insufficient  to  pay  off  the  interest,  and 
other  means  were  to  be  resorted  to.  In  case  of  any  temporary  want 
of  money,  the  law  directed  the  treasurer,  with  the  sanction  of  the  go- 
vernor, to  borrow  for  a  short  time,  from  the  banks,  such  means  as 
were  necessary  for  the  absolute  purposes  of  government.  But  such 
was  the  pressure,  that  the  banks  found  it  extremely  inconvenient  to 
advance  even  comparatively  small  sums,  and  would  have  been  com- 
pelled either  to  refuse  the  state  the  very  large  sums  she  required,  or 
else  to  have  granted  the  accommodation  at  the  ruin  perhaps  of  many 
of  the  thrifty  and  deserving  business  men  of  the  community.     The 
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arrangements  hereafter  stated,  which  were  entered  into  by  the  board, 
enabled  them  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  state  debt,  and  thus  to  re- 
lieve the  banks  from  the  necessity  of  a  demand  upon  them,  which  it 
would  have  been  hurtful  to  the  state  to  refuse  and  disastrous  to  their 
customers  to  grant.  The  negotiation  which  was  made  by  the  board 
placed  the  state  stocks  at  once  above  par,  and  has  ever  since  furnished 
a  full  supply  of  funds  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  them. 

In  their  negotiations  of  the  coupon  bonds  the  board  have  been  for- 
tunate in  procuring  the  services  of  a  banking  house  in  Washington 
city  as  their  agent.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Seldbx, 
Withers  &  Co.  were  known  to  the  board ;  and  whilst  they  were  capi- 
talists of  undoubted  means,  the  long  experience  of  the  principal  part- 
ner, Mr.  Selden,  in  the  finances  of  the  country,  as  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  his  lofty  character  tor  honor  and  integrity, 
seemed  to  indicate  that  a  better  selection  could  not  be  made.  The 
energy,  activity  and  efficiency  wilh  which  the  agency  have  conducted 
the  negotiation,  have  fully  repaid  the  confidence  of  the  board. 

The  board  determined  to  make  the  interest  upon  the  coupon  bonds 
payable  in  New  York,  considering,  from  all  the  information  they  could 
obtain,  that  this  was  indispensable  to  giving  them  full  currency  in  the 
markets  beyond  our  own  borders.  Our  stocks  have  now,  for  the  first 
time  within  our  history,  a  market  value  permanently  above  par  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  commonwealth.  This  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the 
bonds  are  conformed  to  the  views  of  commercial  men,  by  being  readily 
transferable  from  one  holder  to  another,  thus  constituting  a  commodity 
in  all  markets  where  money  is  seeking  safe  investment.  It  has  turn- 
ed public  attention  abroad  to  Virginia,  her  means  and  her  resources. 
And  it  is  now  beginning  to  be  understood  beyond  our  limits,  what  we 
have  always  known  at  home,  that  this  commonwealth  deserves  as 
high  a  credit  as  any  state  in  the  Union. 

The  inducement  to  the  adoption  of  the  coupon  form  of  bond  was 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  home  demand  to  absorb  the  large  issues  of 
state  stocks  required  for  the  prosecution  of  our  public  works.  Coupon 
bonds  meet  the  requirements  of  foreign  purchasers  in  a  manner  in 
which  those  of  the  old  form  entirely  fail  to  do,  and  the  adoption  of 
that  form  by  the  state  has  greatly  extended  the  sales  of  her  stocks  in 
markets  beyond  her  limits.  Prudence  and  sound  economy,  however, 
forbid  the  creation  of  too  large  a  foreign  debt  by  this  or  any  other 
means.  The  interest  annually  payable  upon  such  a  debt  is  a  yearly 
cash  balance  against  our  commerce,  and  its  amount  should  be  kept 
down  by  every  means  within  our  power.  The  coupon  form  of  bond 
ought  to  be  adhered  to,  as  enlarging  the  market  for  our  stocks,  and  as 
the  only  adequate  means  of  maintaining  their  prices  at  the  highest 
standard ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  proper  measures  ought  not  to  be 
omitted  to  enlarge,  as  much  as  possible,  the  home  demand  for  these  se- 
curities. This  is  doubly  important,  because,  unless  the  home  demand 
be  supported  and  maintained,  the  demand  abroad  cannot  long  con- 
tinue firm  and  healthy. 

The  board  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  most  certain  and  ef- 
fectual means  ©f  accomplishing  thte  object ;  that  is  to  say,  of  reviving 
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and  strengthening  the  demand  within  the  commonwealth  for  her  bonds, 
is  to  require  the  circulation  of  her  banks  to  be  based  upon  these 
stocks.     The  furnishing  of  currency  to  the  community  is  one  of  the 
functions  of  political  sovereignty,  and  is  a  prerogative  which  belongs 
to  government  alone.     This  prerogative  is  usually  in  our  country  dele- 
gated to  banks,  government  imposing  such  conditions  upon  the  ex* 
erase  of  the  privilege  as  the  public  safety  and  interests  require.    In 
Virginia,  one  of  the  conditions  of  this  privilege  is  the  payment  by  the 
banks  of  a  semi-annual  bonus  of  one-fourth  per  cent,  of  their  capital 
stock  into  the  public  treasury.    In  Massachusetts,  where  the  capital 
employed  in  banking  is  nearly  four  times  as  great  as  that  of  Virginia, 
the  bonus  charged  is  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  produces  a  reve- 
nue to  the  treasury  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars.     In  many  of 
the  states  of  the  Union,  New  York  and  Massachusetts  for  example, 
the  further  condition  imposed  upon  banking  institutions,  for  the  privi- 
lege of  exercising  the  sovereign  function  in  question,  is  to  require  that 
notes  of  circulation  shall  not  be  issued  unless  public  stocks  to  an  equal 
amount  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  the  state  as  security  for  tneir 
redemption,  tnat  officer  being  also  required  to  countersign  such  notes 
as  a  certificate  of  such  deposit.    Bank  notes  are  thus  invested,  not 
only  with  the  credit  of  the  banking  corporations  by  which  they  are 
issued,  but  also  of  the  states  whose  bonds  are  pledged  to  secure 
them.  Along  with  the  responsibility  of  the  bank  itself,  they  bear  the  im~ 
frimatvr  of  the  state. 

Requiring  the  circulation  of  the  banks  of  this  state  to  be  based 
upon  her  stocks  would  not  only  add  a  new  element  to  the  secu- 
rity of  that  circulation  as  a  currency,  but  would  create  a  home 
demand  for  her  bonds  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  her  banking  circu- 
lation— a  demand  which  would  be  fully  commensurate  with  any  fu- 
ture exigencies  of  the  treasury  resulting  from  appropriations  for  pub- 
lic works. 

To  render  this  measure  thoroughly  efficient,  sound  policy  would 
seem  to  require  that  no  further  special  charters  for  banking  purposes 
be  granted — that  in  lieu  thereof  a  general  law  be  enacted  prescribing 
the  conditions  and  incidents  of  exercising  the  banking  franchise,  and 
authorizing  all  associations  whatever,  that  might  be  disposed  to  en- 
counter those  incidents,  upon  complying  with  those  conditions,  ipso 
facto  to  become  banking  corporations.  Among  these  incidents  and 
conditions,  the  more  essential  are  the  following:  Stockholders  to  be 
individually  liable  for  the  obligations  of  the  banks  to  the  extent  of  their 
shares.  The  capital  stock  of  any  bank  to  be  not  more  than  one  mil- 
lion nor  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  number  of 
stockholders  of  a  bank  to  be  not  less  than  fifty.  Banking  circulation 
to  be  based  dollar  for  dollar,  upon  state  stocks,  and  to  be  countersigned 
by  a  state  officer.  Banks  to  redeem  their  circulation  at  par  in  specie, 
not  only  at  their  respective  counters,  but  also  at  such  commercial 
central  points  in  the  state  as  should  be  designated  by  law,  respectively, 
fcr  the  banks  of  each  section  of  the  state.  These,  with  such  regula- 
tions as  are  already  prescribed  by  law,  would  provide  sure  and  indis- 
pensable safeguards  against  abuses  of  the  banking  privilege  by  over 

hi 
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i**uc*«  over  banking,  or  other  fraudulent  practices.  It  is  only  the 
.ibudc  v>f  the  baukiug  franchise  that  renders  these  institutions  public 
*vvuigc«*  When  government  provides  against  such  abuse  by  all 
lueuua  within  the  compass  of  law,  it  does  its  whole  duty  upon  the 
*utyecu  Having  done  this,  it  should  abstain  from  doing  too  much. 
l\  should  leave  the  business  of  banking  to  the  operation  of  the  gene- 
ral law*  of  trade.  It  should  leave  it  free  for  all  to  pursue,  and  not 
coiitiue  it  to  a  few  specially  chartered  corporations.  It  should  allow 
ccNN|itf«twtt  to  exert  tne  same  healthful  influence  in  this  branch  of  bu- 
*UH>*tt  a*  it  exerts  in  all  others.  It  should  refrain  from  conflning  the 
buaiucas  to  a  few  favored  corporations,  thereby  creating  a  monopoly 
of  money  dealing  and  currency  making,  more  baneful  and  disastrous 
to  society  than  all  other  species  of  monopoly. 

Krkk  Banking,  under  the  restraints  just  adverted  to,  devised  to  pro- 
tect the  public  against  the  disasters  of  careless  and  irresponsible  bank* 
fti^f,  would  allow  the  business  to  be  pursued  wherever  in  the  state  mo- 
ney could  be  advantageously  employed  at  legal  interest,  and  would 
greatly  diminish  the  lending  of  money  at  usunous  rates.  Under  this 
system,  in  localities  requiring  little  banking  capital,  banking  would  be 
conducted  upon  a  limited  scale,  and  at  limited  expense.  In  locali- 
ties requiring  large  capital,  the  business  would  be  conducted  on  a 
wale  commensurate  with  the  larger  necessities  of  the  community. 
The  business  of  banking  would  accommodate  itself  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  community  everywhere  in  the  state — would  increase  with  an  in- 
cretued  demand  for  capital,  and  decrease  with  a  diminished  demand. 

Kach  bank  would  be  independent  of  the  control  of  all  others, 
while  its  affairs  would  be  subjected  to  the  ever  vigilant  scrutiny  of  the 
community  immediately  interested  in  their  proper  administration. 
Requiring  the  number  of  shareholders  in  each  case  to  be  at  least  Bfty, 
would  prevent  the  secret  and  often  reckless  operations  of  private  bank- 
ing. Iwmtricting  the  capital  of  each  institution  to  one  million  of  dol- 
lurs,  would  prevent  those  large  moneyed  combinations  so  often  formed 
tin  i he  aggrandizement  of  capital  at  the  expense  of  labor.  Subject  to 
tturh  limitation,  capital,  under  this  system,  would  combine  wherever 
in  the  stnto,  and  in  whatever  amounts  the  circumstances  of  trade 
would  requird  without  the  expense,  delay  and  uncertainty  attendant 
upon  applications  to  the  legislature  for  special  acts  of  incorporation. 
Hanking  capital,  springing  into  existence  in  larger  or  smaller  amounts, 
in  every  locality  in  which  a  demand  existed,  would  increase  rapidly 
in  aggrrgute  amount  in  the  state ;  would  give  new  impetus  to  her 
agricultural,  tnoohanical  and  manufacturing  interests ;  would  create  a 
\HMUimm!  demand  for  her  bonds,  and  would  prove  a  productive  source 
of  taxation  from  which  to  provide  a  part  of  the  sinking  fund  required 
tii  he  iveated  simultaneously  with  appropriation  under  the  new  con- 
tftitutiou. 

The  prete nt  is  a  peculiarly  propitious  time  for  the  adoption  of  the 
I'm*  hanking  system.  The  charters  of  the  existing  banks  are  soon  to 
expire  j  ami  the  legislature  will  probably  be  called  upon  at  its  coming 
tension  to  decide  whether  they  snail  be  renewed.  A  renewal  of  their 
charter^  with  their  present  overshadowing  capital  and  numerous 
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branches,  located  in  every  portion  of  the  state,  enabling  them  to  exert 
a  powerful  control  over  its  moneyed  capital,  would  probably  defeat  the 
organization  of  an  independent  system,  and  perpetuate  for  a  long  time 
to  come  the  restrictive  system  now  in  operation. 

Free  banking,  with  its  circulation  based  upon  public  securities,  is 
commended  by  the  successful  experience  of  many  of  the  states  of  the 
Union,  and  especially  of  N.  York,  ever  foremost  in  efforts  to  strengthen 
her  finances,  to  promote  her  material  and  substantial  wealth,  and  to 
grasp  the  control  of  the  capital  of  the  Union. 

In  view  of  the  vital  importance  at  this  time  of  extending  every  fi- 
nancial aid  in  the  power  of  legislation  to  the  railroad  companies  of 
the  state  endeavoring  to  complete  their  works,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  allow  the  bonds  of  these  companies  also  to  be  received  in  pledge 
for  the  redemption  of  banking  circulation,  provided  the  Board  of 
public  works  shall  certify  the  companies  issuing  such  bonds  to  be  sol- 
vent, to  have  completed  the  subscriptions  of  their  entire  capital  stock, 
and  to  have  collected  the  full  amount  of  their  stock  subscribed ;  and 
provided  also  that  such  bonds  be  secured  upon  their  property  by  mort- 
gages having  precedence  of  all  other  incumbrances,  ana  be  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing,  completing  or  adding  to  their  works. 
This  measure  would  give  to  the  bonds  of  these  companies  the  cur- 
rency and  sale  which  has  heretofore  been  given  them  by  the  state's 
guarantee,  now  no  longer  constitutional.  While  facilitating  the  com- 
pletion and  perfection  of  their  works,  it  would  add  greatly  to  the  ge- 
neral prosperity  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  condition  in  which  the  western  portion  of  the  Southwestern 
turnpike  road  has  been  placed  by  the  action  of  the  legislature,  not 
only  during  its  last  session,  but  likewise  at  the  session  of  1848-'49, 
has  been  very  embarrassing  to  the  board,  and  requires  a  statement 
somewhat  more  detailed  than  is  usual. 

The  work  is  completed  from  Buchanan  to  Wythe  courthouse,  a 
distance  of  100  miles,  but  the  woik  on  much  of  this  distance  has  been 
imperfectly  and  badly  executed.  This  will  require  a  greater  expense 
for  some  years  to  keep  the  road  in  proper  repair,  and  whilst  tne  in- 
jury to  the  public  is  somewhat  temporary  it  is  nevertheless  to  be 
deeply  regretted. 

At  the  session  of  1848-'49  this  road  was  the  subject  of  very  close 
and  scrutinizing  investigation  by  the  legislature,  the  avowed  object  of 
a  large  party  being  to  put  a  stop  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
work.  In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  the  board  then  made  a 
report  of  their  proceedings,  which  satisfied  all  enquiry  and  stopped 
the  farther  agitation  of  the  subject.  The  sense  of  the  legislature, 
however,  seemed  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  carrying  on  the  work  un- 
der the  then  existing  circumstances.  But  a  resolution  was  passed  with 
great  unanimity  by  that  body,  directing  the  Board  of  public  works 
to  discontinue  the  road,  whenever  it  could  be  done  without  the  viola- 
tion of  a  contract  already  entered  into  with  a  contractor,  for  the  whole 
unfinished  portion  of  the  road.  Thus  the  matter  stood  in  the  spring 
of  1849  :  a  very  large  force  was  then  put  upon  the  work,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  progress  with  satisfactory  rapidity.    During  the  autumn, 
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or  rather  in  the  following  winter,  the  board  finding  the  contractor  unable 
to  complete  bis  contract  within  the  specified  time,  consented  to  prolong 
the  period  of  its  completion  for  one  year,  upon  assurances  that  every 
effort  would  be  made  to  prosecute  vigorously  the  work. 

The  season  which  succeeded  this  extension  of  time  turned  out  to 
be  one  of  excessive  wetness  and  rain,  and  one  of  great  scarcity  in  the 
Southwest,  as  the  board  has  been  informed.  It  has,  indeed,  been  al- 
leged that  it  was  impossible  to  procure  supplies  to  maintain  a  large 
force  upon  the  work,  and  little  progress  was  made  during  that  year* 

During  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  a  set  of  resolutions  were 
passed  which  stopped. the  contractor  forthwith  from  all  further  work 
upon  a  section  of  the  road  embracing  twenty  miles,  between  Wythe 
and  Smyth  courthouses,  and  which  contained  other  provisions  that 
necessarily  delayed  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  three  months  du- 
ring the  spring  and  summer.  So  soon  as  the  directions  of  the  legisla- 
ture could  be  complied  with  the  twenty  mile  section  was  put  again 
under  contract,  and  is  now  making  satisfactory  progress. 

The  section  of  the  road  extending  from  Smyth  courthouse  to  the 
Tennessee  line  the  board  have  consented  to  be  transferred  by  the  con- 
tractor to  a  subcontractor,  but  with  restrictions  which  the  attorney  ge- 
neral thought  the  resolutions  required,  and  which  restrictions  will  pro- 
bably prevent  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  works. 

The  board  could  certainly  have  forfeited  the  contract  altogether ; 
but  there  was  then  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  course  would  have  re- 
sulted in  stopping  the  work  altogether  at  a  point  some  short  distance 
beyond  Smyth  courthouse,  for  there  is  now  only  money  enough  ap- 

Sropriated  to  take  the  road  to  the  point  indicated.  This  the  board 
id  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do,  when  tne  legislature  had,  in  1849,  indi- 
cated so  decided  a  desire  for  the  completion  of  the  road,  and  when 
that  body  was  so  shortly  to  convene  again.  It  is  true  the  resolutions 
direct  the  letting  of  the  road  in  five  mile  sections,  but  this  of  course 
meant,  as  far  as  there  was  money  to  pay  for  it.  Indeed,  if  they  had 
mearit  anything  else,  contracts  could  not  have  been  let  at  the  low  limit 
fixed  by  the  resolutions,  when  there  was  no  money  appropriated  for 
their  j>ayment.  The  contract  with  the  original  contractor  had  been 
recognized  by  the  legislature,  and  there  was,  as  the  board  conceived, 
an  implied,  undertaking  on  the  part  of  that  body  to  pay  for  the  work 
when  completed  under  that  contract. 

The  resolutions  from  first  to  last  have  trammeled  the  course  of  the 
board  in  their  management  of  this  work,  and  they  now  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  legislature,  with  the  sincere  hope  that  their  action 
may  be  so  clear  and  distinct  that  all  doubt  may  be  removed  as  to 
what  the  legislature  wishes  to  be  done  by  the  board.  If  the  work  is 
to  be  prosecuted,  then  it  will  require  either  that  the  resolutions  of  the 
last  session  be  repealed  or  that  an  appropriation  of  money  sufficient 
to  carry  them  out  be  made  by  law. 

The  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Blue  Ridge  railroad,  Col. 
C.  Crozet,  will  give  detailed  information  of  the  progress  made  in  this 
great  undertaking  within  the  last  twelve  months.  The  board  cannot 
dismiss  this  subject  without  bearing  a  willing  testimony  to  the  zeal,  in- 
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dustry  and  consummate  ability  of  the  engineer  in  his  conduct  of  this 
work.  It  has  been  inspected  by  the  board  at  different  times  within 
the  year,  and  they  have  been  pleased  to  see  how  the  obstacles,  pre- 
sented by  deep  mountain  ravines  and  precipitous  spurs,  have  yielded 
with  apparent  ease,  and  at  a  comparatively  small  cost,  to  the  skill  and 
genius  of  the  accomplished  engineer.  The  corps  under  his  charge, 
composed  entirely  ot  young  Virginians,  deserve  approbation  for  their 
merit  and  industry.  This  work  is  carried  on  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  Board  of  public  works,  and  it  is  hazarding  little  to  say, 
it  will  compare  favorably  with  any  work  in  the  commonwealth  for 
durability  in  its  structure,  despatch  in  its  execution,  and  economy  in 
its  prosecution. 

The  board  would  respectfully  but  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  assembly  to  an  early  and  favorable  consideration  of  that  part 
of  the  engineer's  report  respecting  the  increased  amount  of  means  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  vigorous  and  successful  prosecution  of  this 
work  during  the  present  year.     By  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of 
the  act  incorporating  the  Blue  Ridge  railroad  company,  the  board  are, 
in  express  terms,  prohibited  contracting  to  pay,  or  paying  "  in  any  one 
year,  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars."     The  state  of  the 
work  previous  to  this  time  has  been  such  that  this  limitation  has 
thrown  no  embarrassments  around  the  operations  of  the  company ; 
but  now,  from  the  forwardness  of  the  work,  the  force  engaged,  and 
the  removal  of  obstacles  heretofore  existing,  the  board  are  satisfied 
that  unless  this  restriction  is  removed,  the  advancement  of  this  great 
improvement  will  be  retarded,  the  cost  of  construction  largely  in- 
creased, and  the  public  interests  in  other  respects  considerably  preju- 
diced.   The  exact  amount  of  the  expenditures  for  the  present  year 
the  board  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  ;  but  as  they  are  assured 
by  their  engineer,  that  one  item  alone — the  payment  of  the  20  per 
cent,  reservation  upon  the  various  contracts — will  exceed  $100,000, 
and  as  another  necessary  item — the  iron  rails  for  the  track  in  con- 
nection with  the  Central  railroad  on  either  side  of  the  mountain — will 
hardly  fall  short  of  $  50,000,  and  moreover,  as  they  entertain  a  confi- 
dent expectation  that  an  unusually  large  amount  of  work  can  be  done 
during  the  year,  they  would  not  greatly  miscalculate,  if  indeed  they 
at  all  over  estimated,  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the.  requisition 
upon  the  company,  were  they  to  set  it  down  at  $  300,000.     But  in 
the  absence  of  data  upon  which  to  base  a  precise  estimate,  they  would 
amply  recommend  a  rescission  of  the  limitation  referred  to,  coupled 
with  the  necessary  authority  to  the  board  to  meet  the  payments  that 
may  be  called  for  by  the  estimates  and  drafts  of  the  engineer.     The 
delegation  of  this  general  authority  cannot  be  attended  by  any  inju- 
rious consequences,  because  all  the  contracts  are  of  such  a  nature  that 
not  a  dollar  can  be  paid  for  this  work  except  upon  the  estimate  and 
draft  of  the  engineer,  whose  wise  economy  and  watchful  care  of  the 
public  interests,  thus  far,  give  the  flattering  guarantee  that  those  in- 
terests could  not  well  be  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  one  more 
competent  or  worthy. 
The  annual  report  of  the  president  of  the  James  river  and  Ka- 
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nawha  company  will  attract  the  earnest  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture. It  discloses  a  condition  of  things  which  calls  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  action  of  your  body.  If  provision  is  to  be  made 
for  appropriations  to  pay  the  accumulating  interest  upon  the  debt 
of  that  company,  sound  policy  would  seem  to  suggest  that  it 
should  be  done  at  once.  The  duties  which  would  devolve  upon 
the  Board  of  public  works,  in  case  of  a  failure  by  the  company 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  their  guaranteed  bonds,  would  be  extremely 
delicate,  and  might  be  disastrous  to  the  company.  If  this  company 
fail  to  pay  interest  upon  their  bonds  guaranteed  by  the  state,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  this  board  to  proceed,  under  the  mortgage  given  to 
secure  the  state  for  such  liability,  to  sell  out  the  entire  property  of  the 
company.  This  course  would  at  once  put  a  stop  to  the  farther  prosecu- 
tion of  the  enterprise,  and  would  result  in  a  total  sacrifice  of  the  stock 
of  the  company. 

Such  a  responsibility  is  much  greater  than  this  board  would  wil- 
lingly assume,  if  there  was  any  legitimate  mode  of  avoiding  it.  They 
are  happy  to  believe  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  will  devise,  and 
their  prudence  will  carry  out  such  measures  as  will  best  promote  the 
interests  of  this  truly  great  enterprise. 

Of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  it  is  certainly  unnecessary 
for  this  board  to  speak  at  any  length.  This  subject  has  at  different 
times  been  elaborated  and  enforced  by  many  of  the  ablest  men  of 
Virginip. 

After  dwelling  at  such  length  in  the  foregoing  pages  upon  the  im- 
portance and  magnitude  of  the  four  great  improvements  in  progress, 
or  projected  from  the  longitudinal  base  line  already  described,  the 
board  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  detailed  mention  of  the  ad- 
vances made  in  the  construction  of  the  several  roads  designated  as  the 
Soutbside,  Richmond  and  Danville,  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  Vir- 
ginia Central  railroads.  Suffice  it  in  reference  to  them,  and  also  to 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  and  the  Manassa's  gap  railroads,  to  say, 
that  their  management  appears  to  have  been  highly  judicious,  and  that 
the  respective  works  have  been  prosecuted  with  so  much  energy,  skill 
and  judgment  as  to  give  to  their  immediate  friends  a  flattering  prospect  of 
the  speedy  realization  of  their  most  enlarged  hopes,  and  to  tne  state  by 
which  they  have  been  fostered  the  best  assurance  that  her  patronage 
has  not  been  misapplied,  and  tempting  inducements  to  contribute  yet 
more  largely  of  her  means  towards  their  rapid  completion.  At  this 
point  of  progression  in  a  well  directed,  practicable  and  judicious  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  cutting  out  great  avenues  of  trade  from 
East  to  West,  and  not  only  developing  the  long  hidden  treasures 
of  our  own  greatness,  but  also  placing  within  our  reach  the  combined 
wealth  of  some  of  the  most  thriving  states  in  the  confederacy,  it  does 
not  become  Virginia  to  stand  still  or  to  be  indifferent  to  the  move- 
ments around  her  and  within  her  own  borders.  And  though  the  re- 
strictions by  which  she  has  recently  consented  to  be  controlled  may 
seem  to  point  to  a  greatly  contracted  exercise  of  the  means  at  her 
command,  a  closer  inspection  will  reveal  the  fact  that  those  very  re- 
strictions are  simply  wise  prohibitions  of  expenditures  for  schemes  of 
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secondary  importance,  thereby  necessarily  producing  that  concentra- 
tion of  capital  and  action  so  essential  to  the  success  of  enterprises 
worthy  the  countenance  alike  of  the  citizen  and  the  state.  At  this 
moment  particularly  Virginia  cannot  be  passive.  The  people  have, 
at  last,  with  a  spirit  unusual  to  them,  and  which  of  itself  foreshadows 
success,  firmly  and  resolutely  set  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  of  im- 
provement. Still,  some  force  is  necessary  to  produce  that  steady  on- 
ward motion  to  which  there  can  be  no  retrograde.  The  moment, 
then,  is  propitious,  and  Hercules  can  but  promptly  step  forward  and 
lend  that  propelling  force  which  will  be  the  final  stroke  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  designs  so  magnificent,  and  the  development  of  results 
which,  when  translated  as  they  stand  out  upon  the  bright,  broad  wall 
of  regenerated  empire,  will  startle,  not  with  fear,  but  with  delight- 
will  bring  no  appalling  reminiscences  to  the  mind,  but  will  exhibit  a 
present  of  unclouded  prosperity,  upon  whose  far  off  circumference 
can  be  seen  the  cheering  promise  ot  greater  plenty  yet  to  come. 

Of  the  railroads  already  completed,  the  board  do  not  deem  it  im- 
portant to  make  any  special  mention,  from  the  fact  that  the  reports  here- 
with presented  speak  sufficiently  for  themselves,  and  make  such  a  gra- 
tifying representation  of  the  condition  of  their  respective  works,  that 
the  legislature  cannot  but  be  satisfied  that  the  agents  of  those  corpora- 
tions have  been  faithful  to  their  trusts,  and  that  their  capacity  is  not 
exceeded  by  their  fidelity.     The  principal  part  of  these  roads  forms 
an  important  link  in  what  is  known  as  the  great  chain  of  travel  from 
the  North  to  the  South,  and  it  is  therefore  a  matter  of  no  small  conse- 
quence to  them  or  to  the  state  that  they  should  be  kept  in  the  very 
best  condition  and  afforded  every  reasonable  facility  for  presenting  to 
the  traveler  seeking  this  great  national  thoroughfare  every  induce- 
ment for  continuing  to  it  his  patronage  and  influence.    It  is  known  to 
the  legislature  that  the  Virginia  portion  of  this  line  is  not  yet  perfected, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a  proper  connection  between  the  Pe- 
tersburg road  and  the  Richmond  ana  Petersburg  road  at  the  latter 
city.     For  this  reason,  delays  equally  annoying  to  travelers  and  detri- 
mental to  the  great  mail  interests,  are  necessarily  produced,  affecting 
seriously  the  reputation  of  the  entire  line,  and  encouraging  the  practi- 
cal idea  of  the  establishment  of  a  disastrous  opposition.     There  can 
be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  speedily  applying  a  salutary 
corrective,  and  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  only  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  shall  be  done.     To  form  a  proper  connection  would  re- 
quire an  expenditure  that  could  illy  be  borne  by  either  or  both  of  the 
companies  whose  roads  it  is  desirable  to  unite  ;  and  even  if  their  fi- 
nances would  justify  the  expenditure,  it  is  a  question  which  addresses 
itself  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  legislature,  whether  the  whole 
burden  of  this  important  improvement  should  be  permitted  to  fall 
upon  these  two  companies,  when  the  immense  benefits  which  must 
ensue  will  be  shared,  like  the  genial  shower,  by  every  portion  of  the 
commonwealth  through  which  this  line  traverses*     By  reference  to 
the  report  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad  company,  it  will 
be  seen  that  they  propose  to  form  this  connection  on  condition  that  the 
legislature  relieve  them  from  the  payment  of  the  dividend  bonds  due 
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the  state.  The  board  submit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  trusting  that  its  wisdom  may  devise  some  plan  by  which 
the  object  so  much  desired  may  be  speedily  accomplished* 

In  reference  to  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  railroad,  in  which  the 
state  has  no  pecuniary  interest,  the  board  have  learned,  unofficially, 
that  it  has  been  completed  as  far  as  Garysburg,  North  Carolina,  with- 
in a  few  miles  of  its  southern  terminus — that  it  is  well  and  substantially 
constructed  and  equipped,  and  that  it  promises  to  be  not  only  an  ac- 
commodation to  the  public,  but  also  a  source  of  considerable  revenue 
to  its  proprietors.  The  board  solicited  a  report  from  this  company, 
but  regret  to  say  that  up  to  this  time  none  has  been  received. 

The  condition  of  the  various  joint  stock  turnpike  and  navigation 
companies  requires  no  detailed  notice  or  special  recommendation  by 
the  board.  They,  therefore,  respectfully  refer  the  legislature  to  thie 
reports  of  those  companies  for  any  particular  information  which  dur- 
ing the  session  circumstances  may  call  for. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  an  appropriation  of 
$4,500  was  made  for  the  extension  of  the  Floyd  Courthouse  and 
Hillsville  turnpike  road  eastwardly  from  Floyd  courthouse,  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  Rockymount  turnpike  road  at  the  top  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountain,  increasing  its  length  12J  miles,  and  making  the 
length  of  the  whole  road  41  miles  2,640  feet.  By  the  report  of  the  en- 
gineer and  superintendent,  herewith  presented,  it  will  be  seen  that  26| 
miles  have  been  completed  and  received,  and  that  the  appropriation 
is  insufficient  by  the  sum  of  $  1,500.  This  deficiency  will  doubt- 
less be  promptly  supplied  by  the  legislature.  It  appears  also,  from 
the  same  report,  that  the  utility  of  this  road  is  almost  entirely  depen- 
dent upon  the  widening  and  good  repair  of  a  section  of  five  miles  of 
the  Rockymount  turnpike  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tain ;  and  as  it  is  represented  to  the  board  that  the  means  of  this 
company  are  inadequate  either  to  the  immediate  improvement  of  the 
road  or  the  keeping  it  in  proper  repair,  and  as  the  company  would 
most  probably  transfer  that  section  to  the  state  for  a  reasonable 
equivalent,  the  board  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  special  attention  of 
the  general  assembly  to  the  suggestions  of  their  very  judicious,  talent- 
ed and  industrious  superintendent,  entirely  agreeing  with  him  that  "  it 
would  be  an  unfortunate  economy  that  permitted  one  short  section  to 
remain  in  a  condition  that  must  necessarily  impair,  if  not  absolutely 
destroy,  except  for  mere  local  purposes,  a  long  line  of  useful  and 
profitable  improvement." 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legislature  the  board  have,  in  con- 
formity to  law  and  on  reasonable  terms,  let  the  Huttonsville  and  Hun- 
tersville  turnpike  road  to  contract  to  Col.  William  Hamilton,  the  for- 
mer superintendent  of  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road.  They 
also  appointed  John  Brannon,  Esq.  superintendent  of  this  road,  who, 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  is  to  be  paid  for  his  services  by  the  con- 
tractor. At  the  time  that  this  contract  was  made,  the  contractor  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  sum  appropriated,  $15,000,  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  complete  the  road ;  but  he  nevertheless  took  the  contract,  with 
the  express  stipulation  that  in  the  event  of  a  deficiency  he  was  to  look 
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br  remuneration  to  the  legislature  and  not  to  the  board.  The 
prosecution  of  this  work  thus  far  satisfies  the  board  that  both  the  su- 
perintendent and  contractor  have  been  diligently  employed,  and  gives 
the  assurance  that  its  completion  will  not  be  retarded  by  unnecessary 
delays  and  that  the  style  of  its  execution  will  be  creditable  to  them 
and  acceptable  to  the  public. 

The  condition  of  the  Beverly  and  Fairmont  road,  and  the  causes 
winch  have  led  to  the  delay  in  the  construction  of  certain  bridges  on 
that  mad,  are  very  succinctly  set  forth  by  the  superintendent  in  his 
report,  herewith  submitted.  The  legislature  will  not  fail  to  notice  his 
call  for  a  further  appropriation  of  $  3,000  "  to  meet  contracts'  and  fi- 
nish the  bridges ;"  and  the  board  deem  it  bat  their  duty  to  recommend 
a  favorable  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  subjects  presented  in  the'  reports  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  the  Logan  and  Kanawha  road;  the  Richland s  and 
Kentucky  line  road,  and  the  Tazewell  courthouse  and  Fancy  gap  road, 
require  no  special  notice  by  the  board.  They  therefore  submit  those 
documents  to  the  legislature  without  comment. 

Tbe  legislature,  at  its  last  session,  was  informed  of  the  total  inade- 
quacy of  the  appropriation  by  the  act  of  March  20,  1860,  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Beverly  and  Fairmont  road  from  Fairmont  to  the  city  of 
Wbeetiojr;  but  as  no  subsequent  legislation  was -had,  and  as  the  wants1 
of  the  citizens  along  the  proposed  line  were  clamorous  for  some  im- 
provement, the  board  felt  called  upon  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  economical  and  profitable  application  of  the  limited  means  under 
their  control.    Being  petitioned  in  reference  to  this  subject  by  four  dis*  , 
tlnguisbed  members  ot  the  late  reform  convention,  residents  and  repre- 
sentatives of  that  particular  section  of  country,  the  board,  upon  the 
representation  and  at  the  request  of  those  gentlerilen,  determined  to 
apply  the  appropriation,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  to  the  construction  of 
a  road  beginning  at  a  point  some  miles  west  of  Fairmont  and  termi- 
nating at  a  point  several  miles  east  of  Wheeling,  to  which  points,  from 
tbe  respective  places  just  named,  there  were  tolerable  roads.    The 
country  between  those  intermediate  points  was  represented  to  be  void 
of  roads,  and  dependent  upon  horse  and  foot  paths  for  a  communica- 
tion with  either  extremity.    With  such  a  representation'  before  them, 
ths  board  could  not  hesitate  to  make  an  endeavor  to  accommodate  the 
tfants  of  the  most  needy;    They  therefore  appointed  Austin  Merrill, 
Esq*,  superintendent  of  the  road,  and1  directed  him'  to  examine  thte 
note  to  Wheeling  and  mbke  report  at  the  earliest  practicable  mo- 
ment*   The  result  of  that  examination  was  such  as  to  confirm  the' 
iroth  of  the  representations  previously  made  respecting  the  necessity 
for  a*  improvement  between  the  intermediate  points  already  designa- 
ted, whereupon  the  board  authorized  the  same  to  be  advertised  for 
contract.    Bids  for  the  construction  of  the  road  advertised  have  been 
received,  but  have  not  yet  been  acted  on.    Unless  some  further  legis- 
htioa  is  had  upon  the  subject*  the  board  will,  in  anticipation  of  the 
commencement  of  operations  e&rly  in  die  enduing  spring,  proceed  to 
examine  the  bids  and  make  an  award  of  the  contracts  to  those  wbtf ' 
may- be  found  entitled  W  them. 

iv 
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To  the  very  satisfactory  report  of  the  intelligent  and  excellent 
superintendent  of  the  Northwestern  road  the  board  have  nothing  to 
add.  It  presents  a  gratifying  array  of  facts  pointing  to  present  and 
increased  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Ohio  river  and  Maryland 
road  will  attract  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  not  merely  because  of 
its  interesting  statements  and  exhibits,  indicating,  as  they  do,  a  hand- 
some and  skillful  management,  but  also,  because  of  the  important 
enunciation,  based  upon  judicious  surveys  and  careful  calculations, 
that  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  line  of  this  improvement,  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  is  indispensably 
necessary.  The  board  think  it  unnecessary  to  add  to  the  arguments, 
contained  in  the  report  by  way  of  demonstrating  the  propriety  of  this 
appropriation.  Its  necessity  must  address  itseli  forcibly  to  the  legis- 
lature, who  will  doubtless  give  to  it  that  wise  consideration  which  it 
deserves,  and  agree  with  the  board  in  the  opinion  that  so  valuable  an 
improvement  should  not  be  permitted  to  fail  for  the  want  of  the  com- 
paratively small  additional  amount  required  to  complete  it. 

In  the  month  of  April  last  the  board  appointed  Robert  H.  Kinney, 
Esq.  superintendent  of  the  Staunton  and  Parke rsburg  road,  and  they 
take  some  pride  in  saying  that  the  manner  in  which  the  interests  of. 
that  long  and  valuable  improvement  have  been  guarded  and  advanced 
has  fully  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  appointment.  His  first  annual 
report  is  herewith  presented,  with  the  conviction  that  a  careful  perusal 
will  afford  a  gratifying  illustration  of  the  very  prosperous  condition  of 
the  road  as  well  as  the  industry  and  capacity  of  the  superintendent. 
The  reasons  for  his  urgent  recommendation  of  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  across  Tygart's  valley  river  above 
Beverly,  appear  plausible  to  the  board,  and,  they  trust,  will  not  escape 
the  attention  or  fail  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  legislature. 

PLANK   ROAM. 

The  board  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  general  assembly 
reports  from  two  plank  road  companies,  which,  although  not  of  a  very 
flattering  character,  afford  no  reasons  for  a  diminished  confidence  in 
the  utility  and  practicability  of  this  description  of  improvement.  In 
Virginia  they  are  but  experiments  whose  every  step  is  attended  by 
doubts  on  the  part  of  over  solicitous  friends  and  complaints  from  those 
who  desire  to  witness  a  failure ;  but  their  success,  which  may  now  be  . 
regarded  as  inevitable,  will  be  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
branch  and  neighborhood  improvements,  reviving  the  industry  and  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  long  neglected  portions  of  our  common- 
wealth, restoring  to  prosperity  the  multitude  of  planters  whose  very 
limited  means  denied  them  the  privilege  of  seeking  a  market  for  the 
little  surplus  of  their  gardens  or  their  fields,  and  affording  to  the  more 
extended  tiller  of  the  soil  a  safe,  expeditious  and  cheap  transit,  with 
his  own  conveyance  and  teams,  for  the  various  productions  which 
multiply  around  .him  and  decay  in  bis  barns  for  the  want  of  the  very  . 
facilities  which  these  plank  roads  are  JO  eminently  calculated  to 
furnish. 
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The  president  of  the  Boydlon  and  Petersburg  plank  road  company 
states  that  only  a  few  miles  of  that  road  have  been  completed,  but  h£ 
is  confident  in  the  belief  that  by  the  last  of  the  present  year  the  whole 
road  will  be  finished  without  any  increase  of  the  capital  stock. 

The  president  of  the  Fredericksburg  and  Valley  plank  road  com- 
pany states  that  about  six  miles  of  bis  road  have  been  planked,  and 
that  if  the  winter  prove  favorable  the  entire  31-jV  miles  will  be  com- 
pleted during  the  ensuing  spring. 

SURVBY8. 

The  accomplished  engineer,  Charles  B.  Shaw,  Esq.,  who  has,  by 
appointment  of  this  board,  conducted  the  survey  for  a  railroad  from 
Covington  to  the  Ohio  river,  has  but  too  recently  laid  his  report  be- 
fore them  to  enable  them  to  give  it  that  careful  examination  that 
would  justify  an  endorsement  or  a  rejection  of  the  views  therein  ex- 
pressed of  the  particular  routes  which  it  discusses.  They  therefore 
submit  it  to  the  legislature  with  the  belief  that  the  science,  the  expe- 
rience and  the  professional  ability  which  have  been  invoked  in  its  pre- 
paration will  give  to  it  in  the  estimation  of  that  body  no  small  de- 
gree of  consequence,  and  will  command  for  it  a  grave  consideration 
commensurate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 

In  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  last  general  assembly,  the  board  pro- 
cured the  services  of  Albert  H.  Campbell,  Esq.  as  principal  engi- 
neer, and  Henry  B.  Smyth,  Esq.  as  assistant,  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
veying a  route  for  a  railroad  from  Norfolk  to  Petersburg.  That  sur- 
vey has  been  m^de  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  report  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  will  surely  overcome  any 
objections  which  may  exist  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  scheme  or 
the  cost  of  constructing  the  road.  A  railroad  80  miles  long,  uniting 
two  important  and  thriving  cities,  which  can  be  located  upon  almost 
level  ground,  with  few  and  unimportant  curves,  and  which  can  be 
constructed  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $11,000  per  mile,  certainly  pre- 
sents no  ordinary  temptations  to  pnvate  enterprise  if  not  to  state  pa- 
tronage. 

The  survey  for  a  canal  from  Pagan  creek  to  Blackwater  river  in 
the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  authorized  by  a  resolution  of  the  last 
legislature,  has  been  made  by  E.  H.Gill,  Esq.  civil  engineer,  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  this  board.  By  reference  to  bis  report,  it 
will  be  found  that  he  estimates  the  length  of  the  proposed  canal  at  13} 
miles,  and  the  aggregate  cost,  exclusive  of  land  damages,  at  S  300,000. 

A  survey  of  "  Twelve  Pole  river  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  forks  above  Wayne  courthouse,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  most  practicable  mode  of  improving  the  navigation 
thereof,"  was  also  directed  by  the  last  general  assembly.  To  con- 
duct this  survey  Colonel  Luther  Haymond  was  appointed  by  the 
board,  and  they  feel  assured  that  the  sensible  suggestions  contained 
in  his  report  will  not  fail  to  receive  that  consideration  to  which  they 
are  to  every  respect  entitled. 

The  only  other  survey  which  the  board  were  instructed  to  have 


made  was  that  for  "a  turnpike  road  from  Franklin  in  Pendleton 
county,  via  Monterey  in  Highland  county,  to  the  Warm  springs  in 
Bath  county."  For  the  performance  of  this  duty  they  selected  Berya* 
min  Hiner,  Esq.,  whose  report  and  map  give  evidence  of  intelligence! 
neatness  and  skill. 

For  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  bridge  across  New  river  in  Giles 
county,  the  board  were,  by  an  act  of  March  20tb,  1851,  directed  to 
contract  with  the  owners  of  Chapman  &  Snidow's  ferry  for  its  pur- 
chase. To  discharge  this  duty  they  were  necessarily  obliged  to 
employ  an  agent.  They  consequently  authorized  Col.  E.  6.  Har- 
man  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  proper  authorities  for  the  pur- 
chase of  said  ferry.  His  brief  but  comprehensive  report  convinces 
the  board  that  the  idea  of  a  contract  with  the  owners  of  that  feny 
should  be  abandoned.  It  also  contains  valuable  suggestions  relative 
to  "  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  some  other  point,"  which  those 
interested  in  the  improvement  should  not  hesitate  earnestly  to 
consider. 

The  board  have  not  made  any  special  mention  of  the  several  bridge 
companies  in  the  state,  simply  because  from  their  respective  reports, 
herewith  presented,  no  particular  notice  of  those  companies  was 
required. 

For  a  detailed  view  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  board  they 
respectfully  refer  to  the  elaborate  statements  contained  in  the  second 
auditor's  report. 

This  report  will  give  some  idea,  but  by  no  means  an  adequate  one, 
of  the  various  and  multitudinous  duties  devolving  upon  the  Board  of 
public  works.  This  board  has  within  a  year  despatched,  probably, 
business  as  great,  both  in  amount  and  importance,  as  any  tribunal  m 
the  state.  They  have  been  much  assisted  in  its  despatch  by  their 
able  and  excellent  secretary,  appointed  by  authority  of  the  last  legis- 
lature. The  compensation  allowed  this  officer  is  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  services  he  has  to  perfbra) ;  it  is  only  equal  to  that  of  the  most 
inferior  clerkship  in  any  of  the  departments  at  Washington.  The 
board  recommend  earnestly,  as  an  act  of  justice,  to  the  legislature,  an 
increase  of  pay  to  this  officer,  to  such  a  sum  at  least  as. will  be  a  sup- 
port to  his  family. 

It  is  the  last  annual  occasion  on  which  this  board  will  ever  again  ad* 
dress  a  report  to  your  honorable  body.  The  constitution,  which  has 
revolutionized  the  government  in  every  department,  has  put  an  end  to 
their  existence  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  lew  months,  and  it  devolves 
upon  the  legislature  to  organize  the  business,  the  labors  and  the  duties 
of  those  who  are  to  be  the  successors  of  the  present  board. 

The  board  trust  they  will  be  excused  for  offering  a  very  few  prac- 
tical observations  upon  this  subject,  so  vitally  important  to  the  state  at 
large,  and  for  which  some  experience  in  all  of  them,  and  many  years 
experience  in  some,  have  taught  the  necessity. 

The  present  board,  with  some  obvious  objections  to  its  organization! 
has  at  the  same  time  some  advantages,  arising  wholly  from  its  organi- 
zation, which  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  in  future  boards  to  supply. 
Composed,  as  it  is  now,  of  the  officers  of  government,  there  is  no 
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question  connected  with  the  condition  of  public  affairs  which  cannot 
be  instantly  and  satisfactorily  answered  by  some  one  or  other  member 
present,  as  the  question  may  relate  more  directly  to  the  one  or  the  other 
department  under  his  control.  The  pecuniary  resources  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  state,  the  exact  sums  to  be  paid,  the  time,  the  purpose,  the 
necessity — all  being  perfectly  familiar  to  every  department,  gives  this 
board  peculiar  advantages  in  the  control  of  the  finances,  which  have 
now  become  a  subject  of  vital  importance  in  state  economy.  Indeed, 
more  now  depends  upon  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  with  which  the  fi- 
nances of  the  state  are  conducted  than  upon  any  other  question  con- 
nected with  the  policy  of  the  commonwealth. 

One  great  excellence  of  the  present  board  is  its  permanence.  It  is 
actually  in  session  almost  every  day,  and  can  be  so  if  necessity  re- 

3  aires.  It  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  a  proper  discharge  of  public 
uty  that  the  board  should  be  made  permanent ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  bold  its  meetings  anywhere  whilst  examining  the  works 
which  need  their  supervision.  The  great  defect  of  the  present  board 
is  the  impossibility  of  procuring  personal  knowledge  of  localities — in- 
dispensable  very  often  to  the  proper  decision  of  important  questions 
of  controversy  before  them.  In  this  the  new  board  will  have,  if  pro- 
perly organized,  vast  advantages  over  the  present. 

tfnder  die  new  board  liberal  provision  should  be  made  for  an  en- 
gineer force.  Many  questions  arise  in  respect  to  which  this  peculiar 
knowledge  is  indispensable  and  important  to  the  public  interests  that 
it  should  be  promptly  and  efficiently  rendered.  This  can  hardly  be 
done  without  a  corps  at  the  command  of  the  board.  This  corps 
could  be,  when  otherwise  at  leisure,  engaged  upon  the  materials  tor 
a  state  map,  which  is  a  desideratum  yet  to  be  supplied  to  the  com- 
monwealth.    There  is  no  correct  map  of  Virginia. 

Tbe  labors  of  this  board  have  for  the  last  three  years  been  con- 
stant and  arduous.  The  time  of  the  members  very  fully  occupied  in 
tbe  discharge  of  those  duties  more  particularly  pertaining  to  their  im- 
mediate offices,  has  sometimes  been  overtaxed  in  the  discharge  of 
the  business  of  the  Board  of  public  works.  Tbe  legislature  is  not 
aware  of  the  labor  this  board  has  performed.  A  few  years  ago  it 
dispensed  but  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  among  a 
few  joint  stock  companies.  It  now  dispenses  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollars  among  more  than  a  hundred  companies.  Formerly  its  du- 
ties were  easily  despatched  in  addition  to  the  other  duties  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  board.  Now  its  duties  seriously  embarrass  its  members  in 
the  discharge  of  their  other  official  labors.  A  deep  sense  of  the  im- 
portant interests  committed  to  their  hands,  and  an  earnest  desire  to 
discharge  faithfully  tbe  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  law,  have  stimu- 
lated them  to  action  and  cheered  them  in  their  course.  They  feel 
that  with  more  time  for  labor  and  reflection  they  might  have  served 
more  beneficially  the  public  interests;  but  whilst  they  are  conscious  of 
their  inability  to  avoid  errors,  they  claim  exemption  of  censure,  from  a 
consciousness  of  having  acted  according  to  the  best  lights  which  their 
judgment  could  set  before  them.  It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  board 
that  tbe  organization  of  the  new  one  may  result  in  the  promotion  of 
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the  great  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  and  a  more  energetic  pro- 
secution of  the  vital  schemes  of  internal  improvement  in  which  she  is 
engaged. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Prttt  B.  P.  W. 


ERRATA. 

Page  iv,  table,  line    5  from  bottom,  after  "  railroad,"  strike  out  "  to  Camton." 
Page  iv,  table,  line    6  from  bottom,  after  **  to,"  strike  out  "  Gaston,"  and  insert 

••  Covington." 
Page  iv,  table,  line    7  from  bottom,  after  "  railroad,"  insert  "  to  Gaston." 
Page  iv,  table,  line  15  from  bottom,  strike  out  urap,"  and  insert  "gap." 
Page  xiii,  line  2  from  bottom,  strike  out  "  critical,"  before  "  crisis,"  and  insert 

"  important." 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

kde  from  October  1st,  1850,  to  December  1st,  1851,  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  to  sundry  Works  of  Internal  Improvement. 


To  Berkeley  and  Hampshire  turnpike  company. 
Boydton  and  Petersburg  plank  road  company. 
Brandonville,  Kingwood  and  Evansville  road. 
Buchanan  and  Bedford  turnpike  company. 
Cedar  creek  and  Opeqnon  turnpike  company. 
Charleston  and  Point  Pleasant  turnpike  company. 
Estillville  and  Nickel? illc  turnpike  company. 
Estillville  turnpike  company. 
Fincastle  and  Covington  turnpike  company. 
Fairmont  and  Palatine  bridge  company. 
Hardy  and  Winchester  turnpike  company. 
Front  Royal  turnpike  company. 
Howardsville  and  Rockfish  turnpike  company. 
Junction  valley  turnpike  company. 
Leading  creek  and  Buffalo  turnpike  company. 
Luray  and  Front  Royal  turnpike  company. 
Loudoun  and  Berlin  turnpike  company. 
Logan,  Raleigh  and  Monroe  turnpike  company. 
Manassa's  gap  railroad  company. 
Millwood  and  Berryville  turnpike  company. 
Morgantown  bridge  company. 
Morgantown  and  Bridgeport  turnpike  company. 
Middlebrook  and  Brownsburg  turnpike  company. 
New  creek  and  Hardy  turnpike  company. 
North  Frederick  turnpike  company. 
New  Manchester  turnpike  company. 
Newark  turnpike  company. 
North  river  turnpike  company. 
Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company. 
Patterson's  creek  valley  turnpike  company. 
Parkersburg  and  Elizabethtown  turnpike  company. 
Potomac  turnpike  company. 
Richmond  and  Danville  railroad  company. 
Rockymount  turnpiko  company. 
Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 
Rivanna  navigation  company. 
Rockingham  turnpike  company. 
Slate  river  navigation  company. 
8istersville  and  Salem  turnpike  company. 
Sbinston  turnpike  company. 
Southside  railroad  company. 
Thornton's  gap  turnpike  company. 
Warrenton  and  Rappahaunock  turnpike  company. 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  company. 
Virginia  Central  railroad  company. 
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LIST  OF  COMPANIES 

*  

Accompanying  the  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 

Public  Works  to  the  General  Assembly* 


TURNPIKE  COMPANIES. 

Asbby's  gap  turnpike  company,  \ 

Berry ville  turnpike  company,        ....  4 

Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  8 

Brandonville,  Kingwood  and  Evansville  turnpike  company,  -  21 

Buchanan  turnpike  company,        ....  551 

Buchanan  and  Bedford  turnpike  company,       -  -  -23 

Charleston  and  Point  Pleasant  turnpike  company,  -                                 25 

Clarksburg  and  Buckhannon  turnpike  company,  -  -            567 

Fairfax  turnpike  company,             -                   -  -  -             27 

Fincastle  and  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  -  -  -28 

Floyd  courthouse  and  Hillsville  turnpike  road,  -  -            609 

Front  Royal  turnpike  company,    -                   -  -                                 30 
Front  Royal  and  Gaines'  crossroads  turnpike  company,     -                                  33 

Giles,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turnpike  company,  -  -            554 

Hardy  and  Winchester  turnpike  company,       -  -                                 38 

Hampshire  and  Morgan  turnpike  company,      -  -  -42 
Harrisville  turnpike  company,        -                   -                                                     43 

Hillsborough  and  Harper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,  -            •                     44 

Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company,                  -  -  -45 

Howardsville  and  Rock  fish  turnpike  company,  -                                 46 

Jackson*s  river  turnpike  company,                    -  -                                 43 

Leesburg  turnpike  company,         -                  -  -                                49 

Leesburg  and  Snicker's  gap  turnpike  company,  -  -           570 

Little  river  turnpike  company,      -                   -  -                                 50 

Lynchburg  and  Salem  turnpike  company,        -  -  -53 

Martinsburg  and  Potomac  turnpike  company,  -  -54 

Martinsburg  and  Winchester  turnpike  company,  -  -57 

Middle  turnpike  company,             -                   -  -  -             59 

Mtliboro'  and  Carr's  creek  turnpike  company,  -                                  60 

Moorfield  and  Alleghany  turnpike  company,  -  -61 

Morgantown  and  Bridgport  turnpike  company,  -  -             66 
New  creek  and  Hardy  turnpike  company,       -                                                    575 

Newmarket  and  Sperry ville  turnpike  company,  -  -             68 

North  branch  turnpike  company,                       -  -  -             69 

North*  Frederick  turnpike  company,                 -  -  -             72 

V 
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LIST  OF  COMPANIES 

Accompanying  the  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 

Public  Works  to  the  General  Assembly* 


TURNPIKE  COMPANIES. 

Aabby's  gap  turnpike  company,    -  \ 

Berryville  turnpike  company,        ....  4 

Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  3 

Brandonville,  Kingwood  and  EvansvUle  turnpike  company,  *  21 

Bachanan  turnpike  company,        ....  551 

Bacbanan  and  Bedford  turnpike  company,       -  -  -23 

Charleston  and  Point  Pleasant  turnpike  company,  -  25 

Clarksburg  and  Ruckhannon  turnpike  company,  -  -            567 

Fairfax  turnpike  company,             -                   -  -  -             27 

Fincastle  and  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  -  -  -28 

Floyd  courthouse  and  Hillsville  turnpike  road,  -  -            609 

Front  Royal  turnpike  company,    -                   -  -  30 

Front  Royal  and  Gaines'  crossroads  turnpike  company,  -  33 

Giles,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turnpike  company,  -  -            554 

Hardy  and  Winchester  turnpike  company,       -  -  30 

Hampshire  and  Morgan  turnpike  company,      -  -  -42 

Harrisville  turnpike  company,        -                   -  43 

Hillsborough  and  Harper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,  -            •  44 

Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company,                  -  -  -45 

Howardsville  and  Rockfish  turnpike  company,  -  46 

Jackson's  river  turnpike  company,                    -  -  43 

Leesburg  turnpike  company,         -                   -  -  49 

Leesburg  and  Snicker's  gap  turnpike  company,  -  -            570 

Little  river  turnpike  company,       -                   -  -  50 

Lynchburg  and  Salem  turnpike  company,        -  -  53 

Martinsburg  and  Potomac  turnpike  company,  -  54 

Martiiisburg  and  Winchester  turnpike  company,  -  57 

Middle  turnpike  company,             -                   -  -  59 

Milfboro'  and  Carr's  creek  turnpike  company,  -  60 

Moorfield  and  Alleghany  turnpike  company,  -  61 

Morgantown  and  Bridgport  turnpike  company,  -  66 

New  creek  and  Hardy  turnpike  company,        ...  575 

Newmarket  and  S perry ville  turnpike  company,  -  68 

North  branch  turnpike  compauy,                       -  -  -              69 

North  Frederick  turnpike  company,                 -  -  TO 
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Patterson's  creek  valley  turnpike  company,     -  555 

Pittsylvania  and  Lynchburg  turnpike  company,                   -                    -  73 

Raleigh  and  Grayson  turnpike  company,         ...  557 

Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  turnpike  company,       -                   -  75 

Rockymount  turnpike  company,  -                    -                   -                    -  76 

Russell  and  Washington  turnpike  company,    -                   -  80 

Salem  and  Pepper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,                     -             '  84 

Shepherdstown  and  Smithficld  turnpike  company,              -  86 

Shins  ton  turnpike  company,          -                   -                    -  87 

Sistersville  and  Salem  turnpike  company,        -                    -  88 

Smithfield,  Charles  town  and  Harper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,          -  93 

Snicker's  gap  turnpike  company,                      -                   -                   -  94 

Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike  company,             -                   -  95 

Swift  run  gap  turnpike  company,                     -                                       -  107 

Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road,   -  561 

Tazewell  courthouse  and  Fancy  gap  turnpike  company,    -                   -  111 

Valley  turnpike  company,              -                   -                   -  112 

Warm  springs  and  Harrisonburg  turnpike  company,           -                   -  117 

Wellsburg  and  Washington  turnpike  company,                   -                   -  119 

Wellsburg  and  Bethany  turnpike  company,                          -                   -  121 

Weston  and  Fairmont  turnpike  company,                            -                   -  558 

West  Milford  and  New  Salem  turnpike  company,              -                   -  123 

Weston  and  Gauley  bridge  turnpike  company,                   -                   -  124' 

White  and  Salt  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,           -                    -  125 

Winchester  and  Bcrry'a  Ferry  turnpike  company,               -                    -  127 

RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

Appomattox  railroad  company,                         ...  528 

Blue  Ridge  railroad,                       ....  130 

Greenesville  and  Roanoke  railroad  company,                      -                   -  133 

Manassa's  gap  failroad  company,                      ...  137 

Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company,       ...  531 

Petersburg  railroad  company,        -                   -                   -  193 

Richmond  and  Danville  railroad  company,      ...  148 

Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad  company,                   -  157 

Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad  company,                       -                   -  177 

Southside  railroad  company,                            ...  201 

Virginia  Central  railroad  company,                   ...  216 

Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  company,                     •     -                   -  503 

Winchester  and  Potomac  railroad  company,                        -                   -  240 
Report  of  Charles  B.  Shaw  on  the  preferred  line  in  the  surveys  for  a 

railroad  from  Covington  to  the  Ohio,            ...  577 

NAVIGATION   COMPANIES. 

^kxandria  canal  company,           ....  252 

Qkpapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  264 

•1  fwsmp  eanal  company,                       ...  283 
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Dragon  swamp  navigation  company,  ...  292 
Guyandotte  navigation  company,                     ...    294, 614 

Hazel  river  navigation  company,                       ...  612 

James  river  and  Kanawha  company,                ...  304 

North  river  navigation  company,                       ...  339 

Rappahannock  company,                                   ...  392 

Rivanna  navigation  company,                           ...  394 

Roanoke  navigation  company,                         ...  397 

Smith's  river  navigation  company,                   ...  401 

Upper  Appomattox  company,                            ...  404 

STATE  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Beverly  and  Fairmont  road,          ....  409 

Cumberland  road,                           ....  414 

Fairmont  and  Wheeling  turnpike,                     ...  415 

Huttonsville  and  Hunters ville  turnpike,            ...  416 

Logan  and  Kanawha  road,            ....  418 

Northwestern  turnpike  road,          ....  419 

Ohio  river  and. Maryland  turnpike  road,           ...  424 

Richlands  and  Kentucky  line  road,                   ...  433 

Tazewell  courthouse  and  Richlands  road,        ...  433 

Southwestern  turnpike,                  ....  435 

Twelve  Pole  river  survey,  -  442 
Survey  of  road  from  Franklin  to  Warm  springs,  -  -  '  444 
Supplemental  report  of  survey  of  route  from  Monterey  to  Warm 

springs,      •               -                   -                   -                   -                   -  449 

Norfolk  and  Petersburg  survey,     ....  451 

Pagan  creek  survey,    -----  456 

Report  on  the  map  of  Virginia,     -                                 .      -                   -  464 

Bridge  across  New  river  in  Giles  county,          ...  467 

PLANK  ROADS. 

Boydton  and  Petersburg  plank  road,                 -                   -                   -  469 

Fredericksburg  and  Valley  plank  road,            '-  479 

TELEGRAPH  COMPANIES. 

Virginia  telegraph  company,          ....  483 

Western  telegraph  company,                             -                   -  485 

Washington  and  New  Orleans  telegraph  company,             -  486 

BRIDGE  COMPANIES. 

Fairmont  and  Palatine  bridge  company,           -  491 

North  Branch  bridge  company,     -                   -                   -                   -  492 

Potomac  bridge  company,              -                                       -                   -  496 

Virginia  and  Maryland  bridge  company,  500 


««. 
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REPORTS, 


RETURNS  AND  OTHER  DOCUMENTS 


RELATING   TO 


JOINT   STOCK   COMPANIES. 


I.  TUMPIKE  COMPANIES. 


ASHBY'S  GAP  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

MlDDLEBURG,    LoUDOtJN   Co. 

Oct.  28tb,  1851. 
To  the  Sec'y  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  herewith  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Ashby's 
gap  turnpike  company  for  the  thirteen  months  ending  1st  October 
instant,  and  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  that  period. 

The  late  treasurer,  W.  H.  H.  Harrison,  died  in  September  last, 
and  the  board,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  the  18th  of  this  month,  ap- 
pointed me  his  successor. 

The  reports  are  made  up  from  the  books  and  papers  of  the  company 
which  have  been  placed  in  my  possession ;  but  the  funds  have  not  yet 
been  handed  over  to  me,  there  not  being  any  personal  representative 
of  the  late  treasurer — nor  has  there  been  any  settlement  of  the  cash 
account. 

The  board  declared  a  dividend  of  one  per  cent.,  which,  on  the 
stock  held  by  the  state,  amounts  to  $140,  for  which  I  send  you  a 
check  on  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  at  Leesburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  ROGERS. 
1 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  AshUnfs  Gap  Turnpike  Company,  1st  October 

1851. 

Amount  of  commonwealth's    sub- 
scription unpaid,  nothing. 

Amount  of  individual  subscription 
unpaid,  nothing. 

Due  to  company  other  than  on 
account  of  stock : 

On  bond  or  note,  -  -  #664  47 

On  open  account,         -  -  *123  78 

Expended  in   construction  of  road 

&c.  from  commencement,  -  133,050  00 

Expended  in  repairs,   -  -  68,652  65 

Property  held  by  the  company,  viz : 

Bank  and  other  stocks,  none. 

Negroes,  none. 

Real  estate,  none  but  toll  houses. 

Dividends  declared  from  commence- 
ment,   ---  35,946  87 

Cash  on  hand,  according  to  books 

and  papers  of  company,  -  2,883  32 

Capital  stock : 

Subscribed    by    Board    of   public 

works,  140  shares,  -  14,000  00 

Subscribed  by  individuals,  1,190  £ 

shares,  -  -  119,050  00 

Amount  of  dividends  from  lotteries 
and  other  sources,  nothing. 

Tolls,  rents,  &c.  from 
commencement  to  1st 
September  1850,       -      101,749  96 

Tolls,  rents,  &c.  to  1st 
October  1851,  after 
deducting  collectors9 
salaries  and  incident- 
al expenses,  -         2,544  72 

104,294  68 

Debts    due    by  company  for 
money  borrowed : 
To  banks,  none. 

Due  to  individuals,  not  borrowed,     -  971  92 

Dividends  unpaid,  -  -  490  49 

Sundries  to  balance  account,  -  2,414  00 


$241,221  09    241,221  09 
A.  ROGERS,  Treasurer. 

•It  is  believed  that  moil  of  the  debts  are  unavailable. 


Balance  for  dividends,  $1,455  27 


205  00 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  AshWs  Gap  Turnpike  Com- 
pany t  from  1st  September  1850  to  1st  October  1851. 

1850. 
Sept  1.  Balance  of  cash  on  hand  as  re- 
ported,        -  -  -  641  48 
Add  receipts  during  that  period,  viz : 
From  tolls,       ...        3,142  97 
Sale  of  toll  house  at  Aldie,    -                    -  150  00 
Debts  due  company  in  the  year,              -  93  07 

Contra. 

Disbursements  during  13  months,  viz : 
On  account  of  repairs  and  improvements, 

Officers9  salaries,  viz : 
To  treasurer,  on  account  salary,  -  84  89 

Expenses  for  collecting  tolls— five  col- 
lectors, -  500  00 
Incidental  expenses,             -                   -  13  25 
Debts  paid,      ...                                  341  12 
Balance  on  hand,                  -                    -                              2,883  26 

$4,027  52  4,027  52 

Balance  as  above,  -  -      2,883  26 

Debts  due  from  company : 
To  contractor,  for  repairs,  800  00 

Due  H.  H.  Hamilton,  deceased, 

late  treasurer,  137  50 

Dividends  unpaid,  490  49 

1,427  99 


A.  ROGERS,  Treasurer. 
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BERRYVILLE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Berry  ville  turnpike  company,  at 
Henry  Shepherd's  tavern,  in  Berryville,  the  30th  September  1851 : 
They  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  Board  public  works,  that  since  the  last 
annual  report,  the  further  sum  of  six  hundred  and  five  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents  has  been  expended  in  stoning  the  grade  through  Ash 
hollow,and  the  board  are  progressing  with  that  work  as  fast  as  they  can 
command  means  to  do  so.  There  has  also  been  expended  within  the 
year  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-eight  and  a  half 
cents,  for  necessary  repairs  on  the  new  part  of  the  road ;  to  accomplish 
which,  and  to  meet  other  expenses,  (which  the  annual  account  will 
shew,)  the  board  have  been  compelled  to  borrow,  on  the  new  stock 
account,  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents.  The  whole  road  is  in  good  traveling  condition, 
but  will  require  during  the  winter  further  repairs. 

The  annual  account  of  the  treasurer,  which  is  hereunto  annexed, 
will  shew  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  for  the  year  end- 
ing this  day. 

A  list  of  the  stockholders  on  this  day,  with  the  number  of  shares 
standing  in  each  name,  is  also  hereunto  annexed.  A  map  of  the  im- 
provement, the  length  of  the  road,  number  of  toll  gates,  and  com- 
pensation to  gate  keepers,  have  heretofore  been  furnisned. 

The  board  have  this  day  declared  a  dividend  on  the  old  stock,  of 
$  1  10  on  each  share,  which  will  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  and  af- 
ter the  15th  October  1851.  The  board  have  nothing  further  to  report. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  30th  Sept.  1851. 

ED  WD  J.  SMITH,  Preset. 
CYRUS  McCORMACK, 
JACOB  ISLER, 
JOSIAH  WM.  WARE, 
ISAAC  WOOD, 
Trbadwell  Smith,  Treasurer.  Directors. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Berryville  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year  ending 

30*A  Sept.  1851. 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  work  from 

commencement  to  this  date,        -  18,593  75 

Expended  in  repairs  from  commencement 

to  this  date,        ...  2,419  03  j 

Property  now  held  by  the  company,  one 

share  of  road  stock,        -  -  50  00 

Paid  gate  keepers  from  commencement  to 

this  date,  ...  2,355  13 
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Officers'  salaries  from  commencement  to 

this  date,  -  -  -  459  22 

Incidental  expenses  from  commencement 

to  this  date,  ...  91  61£ 

Dividends  declared  from  commencement 

to  this  date,  ...  2,751  49 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  below,  438  94 

Capital  stock,  $  16,700 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  208  shares,  at 

$50  each,  -  -  -  10,400  00 

Subscribed  by  the  state  126  shares,  at  $  50 

each,  ....  6,300  00 

Tolls  from  commencement  to  this  date,  10,381  05 

Dividend  on  stock    do.        do.      do.  8  23 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid,  *  69  90 

$27,159  18        27,159  18 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual  re- 
port, -  -  -  -  -  471  83 
Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 

Tolls, 744  65 

Dividend  on  stock,       -  -  -  1  25 

Total  receipts,         -  -  1,217  73 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year,  viz: 

For  improvements  and  repairs,  -  -    212  88 

"    treasurer's  salary  -  -  25  00 

"   expenses  collecting  tolls,  -  -     132  00 

"   incidental  expenses,  -  -  9  09 

11   dividends  paid,      -  -  -  -    399  82 

Total  disbursements,  778  79 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  $438  94 

The  board  have  this  day  declared  a  dividend  of  S 1  10  on  each 
share  of  stock  in  the  above  account,  for  the  year  ending  this  day, 
which  will  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  and  after  the  16th  day  of 
October  1851. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

TREADWELL  SMITH,  Treasurer. 
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Jfarrri  V  :Ae  state  of  the  New  Stock  Account,  for  extending  the  Berry- 
'-n.V  Turnpike  Road  from  Bcrryvitte  to  Winchester,  for  the  year  ending 
tht  30th  September  1851. 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  work  from 

commencement  to  this  date, 
Expended  in  repairs  from  commencement 

to  this  date,  - 

Paid  gate  keepers  from  commencement  to 

this  date,  - 

Officers'  salaries  from  commencement  to 

this  date,  ... 

Incidental  expenses  from  commencement 

to  this  date,  - 

Interest  paid  from  commencement  to  this 

date,  - 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  below, 

Capital  stock,  $20,000  : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  240  shares,  at 

$50  each,  - 

Subscribed  by  the  state  160  shares,  at  $50 

each, 
Tolls  from  commencement  to  this  date, 
Debts  due  by  the  company  to  the  Bank  of 

the  V  alley,  ... 

To  Isaac  Wood, 

$28,592  77fr    28,592  77} 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  an- 
nual account,                -                -  6  29} 
AiUt  receipts  during  the  year,  viz: 
Tolls,             -                    -                 -  1,390  38 
|tom»wcd  from  Isaac  Wood,            -  414  25 

Total  receipts,  1,810  92} 

I  tablet  disbursements  during  the  year,  viz: 

For  this  sum  paid  for  stoning  road  in  Ash 

hollow,                          -                -  605  26 

Kor  this  sum  liaid  for  repairs,          -  522  48} 

For  incidental  expenses,                  -  10  90 

For  interest  paid,                              -  152  50 

Paul  e.ule  keejRTS,                             -  240  00 

Paid  in  'usurer's  salary,                    -  75  00 

Total  disbursements,  1,606  14} 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  $204  78 

TREADWELL  SMITH,  Treasurer. 


24,740  00 

1,479  861 

950  00 

300  00 

88  74 

829  39 
204  78 

12,000  00 

8,000  00 
5,678  52} 

2,500  00 
414  25 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Berryville  and  Charlestovm  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  35,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  560  shares,  at 
$25  per  share,  -  14,000  00 

Subscribed  by  the  state  840  shares,  at 
$25  per  share,  -  21,000  00 

Tolls  from  commencement,  Aug.  25th 
1851,  to  date,  ...  85  50 

Commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  4,724  85 

Individual  subscription  unpaid,  -         2,540  55 

Company's  purchase  of  stock  at  public 
safe  unpaid,  ...  136  10 

Expended  for  construction  from  com- 
mencement, 1848,     -  21,641  86 

Expended  for  timbers,  -  -  199  00 

Paid  to  surveyors  and  superintendents,  974  78 

Paid  lawyers'  bills,  fee  bills,  bills  of  board 
at  tavern,  filling  quarries,  (stone  being 
given,)  &c.,  288  96 

Amount  expended  on  road-route  aban- 
doned, ....  250  00 

Amount  paid  Botts,  $100;  amount  re- 
turned by  former  treasurer  (claimed  as 
salary  $600,)*  600  00 

Amount  expended  in  land  damages, 
($200  for  toll  house,)  -  2,741  33 

Balance  on  hand  Sept.  30th,  1851,  per 
statement  below,       ...  988  07 


$35,085  50         35,085  50 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  Oct.  1st,  1850,           -  701  95 

Received  from  individuals,        -            -  3,990  63 

Received  from  Board  of  public  works,  8,325  15 

Received  from  tolls,  85  50 

Deduct  disbursements  during  year : 
By  amount  paid  Littlejohn,       -  -  115  00 

By  amount  paid  Brown,  at  $5  per  day,  213  41 

By  amount  paid  Botts,  treasurer,  at  $100 
per  year,       -  -  -  -  100  00 

*$  300  of  this  has  been  sued  for. 
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By  amount  paid  for  land  damages,        -  772  26 

By  amount  paid  for  timber,       -  -  199  00 

By  amount  paid  to  chain  carriers,  -  16  26 

By  incidental  expenses,  fee  to  lawyers, 
to  sheriff,  to  clerks,  and  money  paid 
for  filling  quarry  holes,)  stone  being 
given,)  &c.,  -  241  76 

By  amount  paid  for  work  on  road,        -  10,468  47 

Total  disbursements,  -  -         $12,116  16     12,116  16 

Balance  money  on  hand,  -  $988  07 

President,  Howard  F.  Thornton.  Board  of  directors,  Alfred 
Castleman,  Francis  McCormack,  G.  W.  Turner — state;  Dr.  R. 
S.  Blackburn,  T.  P.  Pendleton — individual.  Treasurer  and  clerk, 
Lawson  Botts, — (salary  per  year  $  1 00.)  Superintendent  and  survey- 
or, Jas.  M.  Brown,  at  $  6  per  day  when  employed. 

L.  BOTTS,  Sec*y  and  Treajr. 


BLUE  RIDGE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  com- 
pany, held  at  Madison  courthouse  on  Friday  the  2d  day  of  May  1861, 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  a  called  meeting  of  subscribers  to 
stock  in  said  turnpike  company,  held  at  said  place  on  Friday,  the  8th 
day  of  February  1860 — the  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Paschal  Graves,  Esq.,  chairman,  and  William  L.  Early, 
clerk,  and  John  H.  McClung,  assistant  clerk. 

There  being  present,  in  person  and  by  proxy,  a  majority  of  stock- 
holders, they  proceeded  to  business. 

The  report  of  the  president,  with  accompanying  reports  of  the 
treasurer  and  of  the  committee  of  stockholders  to  examine  the  books, 
vouchers,  &c.  of  the  said  company,  and  the  report  of  the  engineer, 
James  Anthony,  were  received  and  recorded. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  bill  or  amendatory  act  to  in- 
crease the  capital  stock  of  the  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  passed 
by  the  legislature  January  1st,  1861,  be  accepted  and  adopted  by 
this  meeting ;  and  also,  that  in  obedience  to  19th  section  of  the  66th 
chapter  of  the  new  Code  of  Virginia,  the  10th  section  of  the  67th 
chapter  and  the  16th  section  of  the  66th  chapter  of  said  Code  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accented  and  adopted  by  this  meeting.  And  also, 
that  the  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions 
of  stock  in  this  company  be  appointed  as  such  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions under  the  aforesaid  amendatory  act  of  assembly. 

On  motion,  G.  N.  Thrift,  Joshua  Miller  and  Thomas  Buswell, 
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Esqs.,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  proxies,  who  reported  them  in 
proper  form. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  offices  of  treasurer  and  clerk 
be  combined. 

And  on  motion,  an  election  of  president  and  two  directors  was 
held,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Colonel  James  Magruder  of 
Orange  as  president,  and  Paschal  Graves,  Esq.  of  Page,  and  Milton 
Kirtley,  Esq.  of  Madison,  as  directors. 

PASCHAL  GRAVES,  President. 
William  L.  Early,  Clerk. 


Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Com" 
pany  to  the  Stockholders  in  general  meeting  held  at  Madison  courthouse  on 
the  first  Friday  in  May  1851. 

Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  as  our  first  annual 
report,  accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  treasurer,  and  of  James  An- 
thony, engineer.  This  board  was  formally  organized  on  the  9th  day 
of  February  1850,  and  thereupon  selected  the  necessary  officers, 
agents  and  engineers,  to  prosecute  the  work.  We  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  survey  and  examine  the  route  of  the  road;  and  after  several 
experimental  surveys,  we  selected  and  adopted  as  the  best  the  route 
now  in  course  of  construction,  the  grade  of  which  at  no  place  exceeds 
<4  degrees,  except  at  a  very  few  difficult  passes  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  where  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  the  grade  to 
from  4  to  4f  degrees ;  and  taken  altogether,  we  are  of  opinion  it  is  a 
fine  location,  considering  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  The  entire 
length  of  the  road  from  Gordonsville  to  the  western  terminus,  is  a 
fraction  over  fiiy-six  miles.  The  grading  and  bridging  on  the  entire 
line,  and  the  metaling  of  twenty-six  miles,  commencing  at  Gordons- 
ville and  extending  to  Criglersville  on  the  Robinson  river,  were  put 
under  contract  on  the  15th  of  July  last.  Many  of  these  contracts,  in- 
cluding the  contract  for  that  portion  of  the  road  across  the  Blue 
Ridge,  were  abandoned  by  the  undertakers  on  account  of  the  low 
prices  at  which  the  contracts  were  taken.  And  consequently,  we 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  reletting  at  a  considerable  increased 
price ;  and  we  can  now  say  that  the  entire  work,  including  the  neces- 
saiy  metaling  on  the  mountain  section,  is  under  contract,  at  a  total 
cost,  as  per  statement  of  James  Anthony,  engineer,  of  115,429  00 
Less  amount  of  estimates  paid,  -  -        30,694  40 

Leaving  a  balance  of  -  -  -     $84,734  60 

to  complete  the  work  under  the  present  contracts,  by  the  terms  of 
which  tne  work  is  to  be  completed  by  the  1 0th  day  of  February  1852 ; 
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>i  .vmch  dree  we  confidently  hope  the  road  contracted  for  will  be 
■■«uiy  :o  receive  travel. 

L'uoq  an  examination  of  the  line  across  the  Blue  Ridge,  we  find  it 
tec?££ary  to  metal  portions  of  the  same  in  order  to  render  it  a  firm 
Highway.  That  section  is  not  required  by  the  charter  to  be  metaled. 
The  fourth  section,  extending  from  the  western  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
:o  the  western  terminus  of  the  road,  is  not  under  contract  for  metaling; 
portions  of  which  section  will  require  metal  when  the  finances  of  the 
company  will  admit  of  it. 

We  would  also  report  that  the  legislature  at  the  late  session  passed 
Lin  amendatory  act  increasing  the  capital  stock  of  the  company 
$-30,000,  and  authorizing  the  Board  of  public  works  to  subscribe  on 
the  part  of  the  state.  We  would  recommend  to  the  company  to 
adopt  this  amendment,  and  proceed  to  get  the  stock  taken  on  the  part 
of  individuals. 

From  the  accompanying  report  of  the  treasurer  you  will  see  the 
amount  which  has  been  received  and  expended,  and  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  company.  The  salaries  of  several  officers  and  agents 
for  the  past  year  were  at  the  following  rate,  viz  :  To  Paschal  Graves, 

S resident,  $  600  per  year.  F.  T.  Geiger  was  employed  to  the  1st  of 
ovember  1850  as  engineer,  at  $  50  per  month  for  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  $  62  50  per  month  for  the  balance  of  the  time.  He  was  then 
dismissed,  and  Richard  A.  Henright  employed  at  $  50  per  month,  up 
to  iho  present  time,  and  his  services  are  still  continued.  Theophilus 
Smoot  was  employed  as  assistant  engineer,  at  $  30  per  month  to  first 
of  Juno  1S50,  when  he  quit,  and  William  H.  Clore  was  employed  in 
hi*  fttruil,  at  $  30  per  month,  which  was  afterwards  raised  to  $  37  50, 
dtbl  tiuullv  to  $  50  per  month.  Jas.  Anthony,  Esq.  was  employed  on 
*Ko  Ut  otx  March  1S51,  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  year;  W.  L.  Early, 
<Vix*trttv»  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  annum;  John  McClung,  treasurer, 
ai  *  JWO  |hm4  annum  ;  Humphreys  and  Kemper,  attorneys  in  Madison 
*ih)  Omu^o,  at  $  150  per  annum  ;  John  McPherson,  attorney  in  Page, 
tit  ♦  ?A  |*or  vour;  R.  S.  Thomas,  collector  in  Madison  and  Orange, 
tit  *  100,  witirh  was  increased  to  $  175  per  year;  James  T.  Graves, 
oolKvlor  in  l*"flF»  $75  per  year;  Edmund  Henshaw,  Milton  Kirtley, 
Kottott  1>.  Twyman,  John  Weaver  and  George  Kite,  directors,  each 
<tf  $  tf  *W  per  «lay  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  company.  The  sala- 
riost  of  l ho  provident  and  directors  were  fixed  by  the  company. 
\\\  wlnon  ia  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  board. 

PASCHAL  GRAVES,  President. 


Office  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Co., 

April  30/A,  1851. 

7V  tfo  resident  uml  Directors  of  the  B.R.  T.  Co. 

(■KNTLKMKN, 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  his  annual 
wpurt  of  the  financial  condition  of  this  company. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company  from  the  com- 
mencement, February  8*A,  1850,  to  April  30th,  1851. 

Capital  stock,  2,400  shares,  at  S  50  each,  -             120,000  00 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth,  1,440 

shares,  at  $  60  each,                    -  -              72,000  00 
Subscribed  by  individuals,  960  shares,  at 

$  50  each,            -                       -  -              48,000  00 
Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 

unpaid,                 -                       -  33,007  11 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  20,720  70 

Expense  for  construction,               -  30,694  40 

repairs,                       -  51  43 

land  damages,             -  12,015  80 

engineering  instruments,  &c.  1,808  86 

incidental  expenses,  -  214  S6 

Erinting  and  stationery,  298  21 

lw,                              -  374  00 

directors,                    -  936  25 

officers'  salaries,         -  1,421  42 

Balance  cash  on  hand,                -  18,456  96 


$120,000  00     120,000  00 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Com- 
pany from  the  commencement^  Feb.  8,  1850,  to  April  30,  1851. 

Receipts  on  capital  stock : 
From  individuals,        -  -  -         27,279  30 

From  Board  of  public  works,  -         33,992  89 


66,272  19 


Deduct  disbursements : 

Expended  for  construction,            -  30,694  40 

"     repairs,       -  51  43 

"     land  damages,         -  12,015  80 
11     engineering  instruments,  &c.     1,808  86 

41     incidental  expnses,  214  86 

w         "     printing  and  stationery,  298  21 

"         "     law,            -            -  374  00 

"     directory,                -  936  25 

w         "     officers'  salaries,      -  1,421  42 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,          4,087  99 

Cash  in  Bank  of  Virginia,          14,368  97 

18,456  96 


$66,272  19 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  McCLUNG,  Treasurer. 
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To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company. 

The  committee  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  said  company,  at  a  meeting  thereof  held  on  the  1st  of 
May  1851  to  examine  the  books,  accounts  Sec.  of  the  company,  and 
report  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  beg  leave  to 
suomit  the  following :  Your  committee,  by  the  aid  of  your  treasurer, 
have  performed  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  found  the  books  to  have 
been  neatly  and  accurately  icept,  each  item  of  disbursement  be- 
ing supported  by  a  satisfactory  voucher.  The  official  bonds  are  in 
proper  rorm,  and  the  security  perfectly  satisfactory.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MAGRUDER, 
G.  A.  THRIFT, 
JOSHUA  MILLER, 
May  1st,  1851.  Committee. 


Report  of  Amount  of  Liabilities  incurred  at  the  Letting  on  the 

April  1851. 

For  the  second  division — Bohannan  &  Co.,  contractors : 

Section.      Contract  price.         Payment!.  Total. 

1  2,700  1,379  99  1,320  01 

2  2,700  375  00  2,325  00 

3  3,000  495  00  2,505  00 

4  2,700  356  00  2,343  00 

5  2,700  1,033  80  1,666  20 

6  2,700  108  00  2,592  00 


$12,751  21 


Bridge  at  Whiteoak  run — Bohannan  and  Co.,  contractors : 

Masonry  150  cubic  yards,  at  $  2  87},  431  25 

Superstructure  45  lineal  feet,  at  $7,  315  00 

Excavation  200  cubic  yards,  at  18  cents,  36  00 

782  25 

Deduct  payments  to  former  contractors,  179  32 


$602  93 


Bridge  at  Mulatto  run — Bohannan  &  Co.,  contractors : 

Masonry  160  cubic  yards,  at  $  2  87},  431  25 

Superstructure  45  lineal  feet,  at  $  7,  315  00 

Excavation  200  cubic  yards,  at  18  cents,  &6  00 


$782  26 
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Bridge  at  Robinson  river — Bohannan  &  Co.,  contractors : 
Masonry  350  cubic  yards,  at  $2  87  J,  1,006  25 

Superstructure  110  lineal  feet,  at  $14  50,         1,595  00 
Excavation  200  cubic  yards,  at  18  cents,  36  00 

$2,637  25 

For  the  third  division — Stain  &  Co.,  contractors : 

Section.  Contract  price. 

1  1,285 

2  1,800 

3  1,790 

4  1,840 

5  500 

6  260 

7  650 


$8,125  00 


Probable  amount  of  metal  likely  to  improve  road,  say 

4,000  perches,  at  60  cents,  ...  2,400  00 

For  the  fourth  division,  section  7 — Kite,  contractor,  500  00 

"      8— Graves      "  300  00 

Probable  amount  of  metal  on  section  8,  1,000  perches,  at 
60  cents,  -  -  -  -  -  600  00 

Section  14 — Jones  &  Co.,  contractors — 700 
"       15         "  "  "  760 

«       16        "  "  "  800 

"        17         "  "  "  750 

"        18         "  "  "  650 

3,650  00 

Estimate  to  complete  the  9th,  10th,  11th  and  13th  miles,  1,250  00 


Total  amount,  -  -  $33,598  64 

The  other  liabilities  of  the  company  are  as  follows : 
For  the  Gordonsville  division,        -  49,171  48 

For  Carney's  contract,  Page  division,  6,685  00 

For  bridges— Shenandoah,  6,313  00 


Rapid  Ann,  4,265  96 

Blue  run,  1,755  00 


12,333  00 


67,190  44 
Total,  -  -  $100,789  08 

In  the  report  which  I  submitted  to  you  previous  to  the  letting,  I 
estimated  tne  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  road  at  $101,014. 
Upon  the  whole  it  has  been  let  very  slightly  below  that  sum,  say  at 
$  100,789. 

A  portion  of  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain  will  be  much 
benefited  by  macadamizing  perhaps  about  a  mile  in  detached  places. 
But  in  order  to  save  expense,  it  might  be  advisable  either  to  reduce 
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:iio  Jepth  of  the  metal  or  to  diminish  its  width.  Of  the  resources,  I 
would  myself  prefer  a  single  track  of  the  ordinary  depth  and  of  eight 
:ect  \*  ide.  Wnen  teams  meet  on  the  road,  the  descending  one  could 
leave  the  track;  and  as  they  would  rarely  come  together  in  the  same 
place,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  the  earthen  roads  cutting  up. 
The  cost  of  macadamizing  a  single  track  of  the  length  and  other  ai- 
UJtcu«ions  spoken  of,  would,  at  60  cents  per  perch,  amount  to  $  762. 

I  a^uin  repeat  the  suggestion,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  dis- 
peuse  with  macadamizing  portions  of  the  1st,  5th  and  6th  miles  of  the 
ttwuul  division.  I  am  still  of  opinion  also,  (notwithstanding  Mr.  Shaw 
has  ovpa'ssed  himself  to  the  contrary,)  that  it  would  be  prudent  to 
vtuuiuish  the  width  of  the  road  on  points  in  the  mountain  to  the  mini- 
nutuu  As  no  clause  was  inserted  in  the  contract  in  relation  to  these 
surest ious,  the  consent  of  the  contractor  may  now  be  necessary. 
It  iu»Y  bo  an  object  to  effect  now  this  small  saving.  I  am  informed 
bv  the  treasurer,  that  of  the  new  stock  not  more  than  $  10,000,  includ- 
H\K  th*  12$  per  cent,  upon  the  contracts,  has  been  taken. 
tYivate  stock,  new,  -  10,000  00 

Stiito'*  quota,  ....  15,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  old  stock,  -  -  76,000  00 


$101,000  00 

$l\itrmtnt  of  the  Liabilities  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company,  of  the  date  of 

April  30<*,  1851. 


tfast  of  western  base  of  Blue  Ridge : 
Wftlker.  (tarter  &  Goodman,  contractors,  14  miles,  at 

$  WOO  per  mile, 
John  CoIIiim.  contractor,  5  miles,  at  $  2800, 
Ntreet  contract, 

Hotauuon  &  Htricklcr,  contractors,  6  miles, 
8U  mile*  constructed,  at  a  cost  of 
Thiee  miles  forfeited,  upon  which  payments  have  been 

utHilo  lo  the  amount  of  - 

Hlnir.  l'aul  A  Co.,  7  miles  at  an  aggregate, 
Johu  Carney,  contractor,  4  miles, 

1  mile, 
1  mile  finished,     - 

fridge  at  llluc  run, 

"        at  Kattnl  Ann, 
Whiteoak  ami  Mulatto  ran, 
Robiusoii  river, 

Total  oast  of  westorn  base  of  Blue  Ridge,  | 

West  of  western  base  of  Blue  Ridge: 
Amount  paid  on  forfeited  contracts,  from  the  7th  mile  to 

the  Shenandoah,  - 

Amount  for  which  and  contracts  have  been  relet, 
One  mile  fuiiahcd,  • 

Hheuaiuloah  bridge,  ... 


Total  wett  of  western  base, 
Making for  both  the  grand  divisions, •_ 


* 


Cost 


44800  00 
14000  00 

1410  00 
16500  00 

3060  00 


1893  75 
8125  00 
G600 
1860 
860 
1370 
5618 
1241 
2758 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Payments. 


Balance. 


8127  16 
4286  25 
1410  50 
3747  79 
3060  00 

1893  75 


7660 
860 

662 
179 


00 
00 

35 
33 


109295  75 


1833  75 

2050  00 

630  00 

8617  80 

13131  55 

122427  30 


25577  13 


1833  75 

630  00 
2631  67 


5095  42 


36673  84 
9113  75 

12752  51 


8125  00 

6310  00 

1370  00 
4955  66 
1071  65 
2758  00 


83129  40 


2050  00 
5986  13 


8036  13 


30672  55191165  53 
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The  first  column  shews  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  road,  the  second 
the  payments  to  contractors,  and  the  third  the  balance  to  be  paid  on 
completion. 

The  .treasurer's  account  of  this  date   shews  an   unex- 
pended balance  of  old  stock,  amounting  to  -  72,184  77 

new  stock,  private,  10,000 

state,  -  -  15,000 

25,000  00 


Amounting  to  -  $97,184  77 

This  will  leave  at  the  diposal  of  this  board  for  all  purposes  what- 
soever, (including,  of  course,  the  miles  beyond  the  Shenandoah,)  the 
sum  of  $  6,019  24. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  ANTHONY,  Engineer. 


Office  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Co., 

Madison  C.  H.  October  31st,  1851. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  receive  the  report  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  this  company  for  the  year  ending  the 
80th  September  1851,  with  the  treasurer's  report  annexed,  also  the 
report  of  the  engineer,  and  a  correct  list  of  the  stockholders  other  than 
die  commonwealth. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  H.  McCLUNG, 
Treas.  Sf  Sec'y  B.  R.  T.  Co. 


Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the   Blue  Ridge    Turnpike 

Company  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

In  submitting  our  second  annual  report,  it  affords  us  much  pleasure 
to  state  that  the  operations  of  the  past  year  have  been  marked  by  an 
energy  and  perseverance  that  give  us  the  certain  prospect  of  the 
speedy  completion  of  the  entire  line  of  our  road,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  and  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  constructing  a  compara- 
tively level  highway  through  a  rugged  and  mountainous  region.  Our 
work,  though  seemingly  insignificant  in  comparison  with  that  of  com- 
panies expending  millions  in  opening  new  channels  to  market,  is  yet 
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one  of  great  value  and  importance,  penetrating  as  it  does  into  a  rich 
and  fertile  portion  of  the  Valley,  over  mountains  deemed  heretofore 
almost  impassable,  and  affording  as  it  will  the  easiest  and  shortest 
communication  with  the  markets  of  Eastern  Virginia,  and  tending  as  it 
will  to  unite  with  us,  in  the  strong  bonds  of  commercial  interest  and 
social  intercourse,  a  section  of  our  state,  whose  feeling,  from  a  long 
neglect  of  their  claims  to  an  accommodation  of  this  character,  had 
been  in  no  slight  degree  alienated  from  old  Virginia.     By  the  con- 
struction of  this  road,  an  extended  region  of  the  Valley  can,  by  a  most 
excellent  road  of  easy  grade,  of  only  some  fifty  or  sixty  miles  distance, 
find  their  way  to  Gordonsville,  where,  by  the  Central  railroad,  the  in- 
dustrial wealth  of  the  Valley  will  be  poured  into  Richmond ;  or,  when 
the  Alexandria  railroad  now  in  progress  is  completed,  they  will  have 
a  choice  of  markets,  and  will  have  the  benefit  of  that  competition  for 
their  trade,  which  its  value  and  importance  will  no  doubt  excite 
between  those  cities — in  either  case  enhancing  materially  the  value  of 
the  interest  of  the  state  in  those  works  to  which  she  has  so  liberally 
contributed,  and  to  which  our  road  will  be  a  most  valuable  tributary. 
Not  only  will  the  Valley  be  most  signally  benefited  by  this  outlet 
afforded  them,  but  a  considerable  section  of  our  state  this  side  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  whose  claims  to  a  share  of  public  aid  in  appropria- 
tions to  works  of  improvements  had  long  been  overlooked,  will  be 
accommodated  to  an  extent  that  cannot  fail  to  exercise  a  most  salu- 
tary influence  upon  the  industry  of  the  people  and  the  products  of  the 
country.     Since  the  last  annual  report,  all  the  sections  of  the  road 
crossing  the  span  of  the  Massanutten  and  Blue  Ridge,  then  under 
contract,  have  been  abandoned  by  the  undertakers,  the  character  and 
quality  of  rock  to  be  encountered  having  proved  such  as  to  satisfy 
them  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  road  at  the  prices  agreed 
upon,  without  ruinous  loss.     These  sections  have  been  relet — some  of 
them  repeatedly — at  rates,  however,  considerably  higher  than  those 
first  agreed  upon ;  but  still  it  is  believed  at  most  reasonable  prices, 
affording  little  if  any  profit  to  the  contractor  beyond  the  fair  value  of 
the  work  to  be  done. 

By  the  advice  and  recommendation  of  their  present  engineer,  Mr. 
James  Anthony,  the  location  of  the  road  has  been  changed  in  several 
places,  where  economy  in  construction  or  superiority  of  ground  ren- 
dered it  proper. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  our  accomplished  engineer,  to  say  that 
he  has  throughout  acted  with  an  energy,  perseverance,  skill  and 
judgment,  which  have  won  for  him  the  approval  of  the  board,  and 
which  have  shewn  him  eminently  fitted  to  take  charge  of  works  of 
this  character.  From  the  activity  and  industry  of  the  contractors  now 
engaged  on  the  mountain  sections  and  throughout  the  line,  and  from 
the  force  in  their  employment,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  work  will  be 
completed  by  them,  and  that  the  board  will  not  again  be  embarrassed 
by  any  portion  of  it  being  abandoned. 

The  engineer's  report,  herewith  enclosed,  will  shew  the  amount  of 
works  of  various  kinds  to  be  completed  to  cost  $138,754  66,  and  the 
balance  due,  to  complete  in  full,  $56,115  78. 
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For  the  financial  condition  of  the  company  we  refer  you  to  the 
treasurer's  report.  Accompanying  this  we  herewith  submit  you  a  list 
of  the  individual  stockholders.  The  salaries  of  the  several  officers 
and  agents  for  the  present  year  are,  viz :  James  Magrudcr,  president, 
$450  per  year ;  John  H.  McClung,  treasurer  and  secretary — the  two 
offices  having  been  combined  by  order  of  the  company  at  the  last 
annual  meeting — $350  per  year ;  Milton  Kirtly  and  John  Broomback, 
directors  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders ;  and  Robert  A.  Banks,  Elliott 
Blankenbaker  and  William  Wayland,  directors  on  the  part  of  the 
state— Paschal  Graves,  who  was  elected  by  the  stockholders  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  having  resigned,  the  board  of  directors  elected 
John  Broomback,  Esq.  of  Page  in  his  place.  The  directors  receive 
$2  per  day  when  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  company.  The  sala- 
ries of  the  president,  treasurer,  secretary  and  directors  were  fixed 
by  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting:  James  Anthony,  principal 
engineer,  salary  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum;  William  H. 
Clore,  asssistant  engineer,  salary  $700  per  annum;  It.  J.  Thomas, 
and  T.  F.  Berry,  collectors  for  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Orange, 
salary  $175  jointly ;  James  T.  Graves,  collector  for  Page  county, 
salary  $75  per  annum. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

JAMES  MAGRUDER, 

President  B.  It.  T.  Co. 


Return  of  tlie  state  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year 

ending  September  30/A,  1851. 

Capital  stock  3400  shares,  at  $50  each,  $  170,000  : 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  2040  shares,  at  $50 

each,  102,000  00 

Subscribed  by  individuals  1158  shares,  at  $50  each,  57,900  00 

Individual  stock  not  subscribed,  202  shares,  at  $50 
each,         ------  10,100  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscrip- 
tion unpaid,  -  32,20G  23 
Amount  of  individual  subscription  un- 
paid,         -                          -             -  7,826  10 
Amount  of  individual  stock  not  sub- 
scribed,    -             -             -             -             10,100  00 

Expense  of  engineers'  salary,  instru- 
ments, superintending,  location  and 
construction,  -  -  -  2,G79  05 

Expended  for  construction,  -  82,795  11 

•••  repairs,  -  -  97  87 

"  land  damage,  -  12,170  80 

"  law  account,  -  411  50 

3 
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Expended  for  printing  and  stationery,  315  26 

"            incidental  expenses,      -  258  83 

11           directory,         -            -  1,10S  75 

"           officers'  salaries,          -  1,934  06 

Casb  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia,        9,184  99 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  treasurer,      8,911  65 


18,096  64 


$170,000  00      170,000  00 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike 
Company  fur  the  year  ending  30lh  September  1851. 

Cash  balance  on  hand  September  30th,  1850,  -          14,136  84 
Amount  received  of  individual  subscribers,  -           39,873  24 
"             "        of  Board  of  public  works,  -          55,194  03 
Deduct  disbursements  within  the  year : 
Expended  for  construction,       -            -        81,852  47 
"            engineering,  location,  con- 
struction and  instruments,  1,652  63 
Expended  for  repairs,                -            -  97  87 
"            land  damages,     -            -  5,398  30 
"            law  account,        -            -  189  50 
printing  and  stationery,  86  26 
incidental  expenses,         -  194  05 
directory  expenses,          -  448  75 
"            officers'  salaries,              -  1,187  64 
Balance  cash  in  Bank  of  Virginia,         -  9,184  99 
"       cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,      -  8,911  65 


u 
II 
II 


$109,204  11      109,204  11 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  McCLUNG,  Treasurer. 

To  the  President  ami  Directors 

of  the  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Company* 
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To  the  President  and  Directors  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

I  submit  to  you  a  carefully  prepared  statement  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  line. 

The  first  section  is  nineteen  miles  in  length,  and  its  account  stand* 
as  follows : 

Total  cost  when  completed,  58800  00 

Amount  already  paid  to  contractors,  38749  G2 

Balance  due  on  completion,  -  -  20050  38 

Street  contract : 
Cost,  -  -  141160 

Amount  paid  on  same,  -  1411  50 

Second  section,  ten  miles  in  length  : 
Cost  of  construction,  -  1731G  43 

Amount  now  paid  to  contractors,  10908  17 

Balance  due  when  completed,  -  0408  26 

Third  section,  nine  miles  in  length : 
Cost  of  construction,  -  11188  75 

Amount  paid  to  contractors,  460740 

Balance,  -  -  6581  36 

•  Of  the  fourth  section,  six  miles  are 

east  of  the  western  base  of  the 

Blue  Ridge : 
Cost  of  the  six  miles,  11645  93 

Paid  to  contractors,  -  4109  14 

Balance  due  on  completion,  -  7536  79 

Cost  of  road  east  of  western  base 
of  Blue  Ridge,  -         $100362  61  69785  83  40576  47 

The  bridges  east  of  western  base  of 

same  are : 

The  Blue  run  bridge,  planking  post,  1770  00                      1770  00 

Rapidan  river  bridge,  lattice  and  arch,  7112  72     6943  03     1691  66 

The  Whiteoak  run  bridge,  queen  post,  850  32       850  32 

The  Mulatto  run  bridge,  queen  post,  736  00                       736  00 

Robinson  river  bridge,  lattice  and  arch,  3696  75       723  42    2973  33 

Total  of  bridges,  -  -     $14165  79     7516  77   7170  88 
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And  total  expenditure  east  of  western 

base,  -  -  -    114527  40  67362  60  47224  80 

West  of  western  base  are  the  thir- 
teen remaining  miles  of  the  fourth 
section.     Their  condition  in  dol- 
lars and  cents  is  as  follows : 
Cost  when  completed,         -  -       13SS8  26 

Paid  to  contractors,  4997  27 

Balance  due  on  completion,  -  8890  98 

Shenandoah  bridges,  2  spans  of  145 

feet  each,  lattice  and  arch,  -       10339  00  10339  00 


Total  cost  of  work,  $138754  65  82638  87  56115  78 


By  which  it  appears  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work,  is  $  56,115  7S. 

In  a  former  report  the  total  cost  of  construction  was  set  down  at 
$  122,427.  It  is  now  stated  at  $  138,754.  This  enlarged  amount  is 
in  consequence  of  the  company's  having  made  contracts  for  metaling 

S ortions  of  the  work  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  which  were  not  consi- 
ered  in  the  former  report,  and  to  the  letting  of  several  abandoned 
contracts  at  advanced  prices. 

About  thirty-five  miles  of  the  road  in  detached  portions  have  been 
received  from  contractors  as  complete.  The  remainder  of  the  work 
is  progressing  with  rapidity,  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  (with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  portion  of  the  mountain)  by  the  spring  of 
the  next  year.  It  is  believed  that  in  point  of  construction  it  will  bear 
a  compnrison  with  any  work  of  a  similar  kind  in  the  state. 

The  Shenandoah  bridge,  necessarily  a  costly  work,  from  its  style 
and  magnitude,  is  rendered  still  more  so  by  over  caution  in  having 
very  thick  walls  in  the  abutments.  It  is,  however,  a  superior  struc- 
ture. The  Rapidan  bridge  (to  be  completed  next  month)  is  perhaps 
amongst  the  best  constructions  in  the  state.  The  other  bridges  are 
of  smaller  dimensions.  Each  will  probably  be  completed  by  the  time 
specified  in  the  contract. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  ANTHONY,  Engineer. 

Office  of  the  B.  R.  T.  Co. 
Sept.  30M,  1851. 
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BRANDONVILLE,    KINGWOOD   AND  EVAxNSVILLE 

TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

The  following  is  the  annual  report  of  Thomas  Scott,  superintendent 
of  said  road : 

By  an  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  caused  to  be  advertised 
and  sold  about  forty-five  rods  of  said  road,  so  as  to  reach  ihe  cast 
end  of  the  wire  bridge  across  Cheat  river  on  the  19th  day  of  February 
1851,  and  to  be  completed  on  the  1st  day  of  April  following ;  and  by 
an  order  of  said  bo.ird,  held  at  Kingwood  on  the  10th  day  of  June 
1851,  I  caused  numerous  advertisements  to  be  posted  at  all  public 
places  along  the  line  of  said  road,  and  on  the  day  therein  named, 
June  24th,  1S51,  and  the  succeeding  day,  let  all  the  road  in  sections 
of  about  one  mile  each,  numbering  from  two  to  thirty-three,  to  the 
following  contractors,  at  the  prices  indicated. 
C.  B.  Trowbridge,  45  rods  new  road  at  the  east  end 

of  Cheat  bridge,  -  -  60  00 

No.  1,  Runs  on  Ohio  river  and  Maryland  turnpike  road. 

2,  William  Matlick, 

3,  Same,  - 

4,  Sterling  Graham,  - 

5,  William  Matlick,  - 

6,  Same,  - 

7,  Benjamin  Shaw,  jr.      - 

8,  Daniel  A.  Darly,  ... 

9,  Benjamin  Shaw,  jr.       - 

10,  William  Matlick,  - 

11,  W.  B.  Crane,  ... 

12,  William  Carroll,  ... 

13,  John  P.  Miller,  ... 

14,  William  Matlick, 

15,  William  Snider,  -  -  - 

16,  John  M.  Francisco,  -  -  - 

17,  John  W.  Davis,  -  -  - 

18,  William  Carroll,  no  bond, 

19,  Same,  no  bond,      - 

20,  William  Matlick,  ... 

21,  William  Carroll,  no  bond, 

22,  Washington  Couley,     - 

23,  Larkin  Stone,  ... 

24,  Abraham  Hcrsman,      - 

25,  Same,  - 

26,  Alex.  Bell,  no  bond,     - 

27,  Same,  no  bond,      -  -  - 

28,  Washington  Couley,  - 

29,  Abraham  Hersman,  -  -  - 

30,  Washington  Couley,  - 

31,  James  Clarke,  - 

§2,        Same,  ... 

33,        Same,  - 

Total  amount  of  sales, 


63 

00 

57 

75 

61 

50 

48 

00 

5S 

00 

68 

00 

63 

00 

49 

50 

65 

00 

90 

00 

123 

00 

74 

00 

79 

00 

59 

50 

53 

50 

63 

00 

80 

00 

48 

00 

67 

50 

60 

00 

72 

50 

81 

00 

84 

00 

61 

00 

93 

50 

75 

50 

63 

00 

58 

00 

62 

00 

60 

00 

60 

00 

48 

00 

$2,209  75 
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The  foregoing  sections  were  all  to  be  completed  by  the  16th  of 
September  1851,,  and  all  contractors  gave  bond  wilh  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  same,  except  William  Carroll,  for  No.  18, 
19,  and  21,  and  Alex.  Bell,  for  26,  and  27 ;  and  they  not  being  con- 
sidered responsible  men,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  the 
12th  day  of  August  1851, 1  was  directed  to  purchase  a  team  and 
tools  necessary  to  repair  said  five  sections,  and  to  employ  men  lor 
that  purpose  to  work  by  the  day. 

Iu  pursuance  of  said  order,  I  purchased : 
One  yoke  of  oxen,  - 

One  cart,  - 

One  plough  and  extra  irons,      - 
Mattocks,  shovels,  &c.  - 

Paid  board  of  hands,  &c.         ... 


48  OQ 

20  00 

17  00 

15  73 

313  65 

$414  28 

A  few  of  said  sections  have  been  completed,  and  the  remaining 
sections  so  far  advanced  that  commissioners  have  been  appointed  by 
the  county  court  of  Preston  to  examine  and  report  the  condition  of  said 
road ;  and  upon  their  report  the  court  of  said  county  have  authorized  the 
erection  of  toll-gates,  and  we  are  now  receiving  toll.  Owing  to  the  severe 
drought  and  an  unusual  sickly  season,  the  contractors  were  not  able  to 
complete  their  work  in  the  lime  specified  ;  and  the  contractors  having 
performed  a  portion  of  their  work,  the  board  have  authorized  a  com- 
promise upon  equitable  terms. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SCOTT, 

Superintendent. 

Amount  of  sales,  2,209  75 

Deduct  bad  contracts,  357  00 


1,852  75 
Add  repairing  bad  contracts,        414  23 


*2,267  03 


BmndonvllUy  Va.f  November  17,  1851. 
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BUCHANAN  AND  BEDFORD  TURNPIKE.  COMPANY. 

Buchanan,  Botetourt  County, 

Oct.  25th,  1S51. 

To  lite  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Virginia. 

I  herewith  submit  a  statement  from  the  treasurer  of  the  company, 
shewing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Buchanan  and  Bed- 
ford turnpike  company,  from  their  organization  to  the  1st  day  of 
October  1851. 

This  turnpike  will  extend  from  Buchanan,  in  Botetourt  count}',  to 
Fancy  Farm,  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Bedlbrd  coun- 
ty, passing  through  the  gap  between  the  Peaks  of  Otter  and  the  Flat 
Top  Mountain.  The  whole  length  of  the  road  will  be  about  15 
miles.  Ten  miles  of  it,  from  Buchanan  to  the  Peaks  of  Otter,  includ- 
ing the  most  difficult  parts,  have  been  put  under  contract,  and  the 
work  is  progressing  well.  The  remaining  five  miles  will  be  put  un- 
der contract  before  the  commencement  of  the  next  year;  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  the  whole  road  will  be  completed  and  open 
for  travel  by  the  1st  day  of  July  1852.  The  grade  will  be  unusually 
easy  for  a  mountain  road ;  and  the  plan  of  construction  requires  it  to 
be  18  feet  wide  exclusive  of  ditches,  except  where  blasted  out  of  solid 
rock.  When  completed,  it  will  open  an  attractive  line  for  travel  be- 
tween the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  at  Liberty,  and  the  Canal 
and  Valley  turnpikes  at  Buchanan,  with  the  Peaks  of  Otter  about 
equi-distant  from  each  of  these  points;  and  I  feel  confident  that  it 
will  yield  a  dividend  to  the  stockholders  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  making  of  a  map  of  this  road  has  been  delayed  by  difficulties 
in  the  location  of  the  last  five  miles.  It  will  be  made  off  as  early  as 
practicable  and  transmitted  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  BOYD, 
President  11.  If  D.  Turnyike  Co. 


* 
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F.  A.  Martin,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Buchanan  and  Bedford  Turnpike  Co 


1851. 

By  this  sum  of  Wm.  W.  Boyd,  president  for  1st  instal- 
ment of  $  2  per  share  on  20  shares  of  stock  collected  by 
him,  ------  40 

By  the  following  sums  collected  from  the  follow- 
ing stockholders  for  amount  1st  instalment  of  $2 
per  share  on  their  shares  of  slock,  and  which  were 
not  paid  by  them  to  the  president — to  wit: 
Isaac   Burkholder   on  2  shares, 
Thos.  J.  Obenchain,      1       " 
Thos.  Cnrtmill,  3       " 

John  S.  Wilson,  1       " 

Joshua  Taylor,  1 

Wm.  W.  Boyd,  6 

E.  Valentine,  1 
Benj.  Wilkes,                5       •« 
Wm.  J.  Reid,                3       •• 
Otho  W.  Kean,              1       " 

F.  A.  Martin,  1  " 
And.  L.  Boyd,  1 
James  W.  Jopling,  1 
R.  N.  Kelsoe,  1 
James  Jopling,  jr.,  2 
Hardy  &  Martin,  4 
Samuel  Obenchain,  1  " 
Leyburn  Wilkes,           6 


cc 
<; 
cc 


cc 
cc 
tc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


4 

00 

2 

00 

G 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

12 

00 

o 

mm 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

2 

00 

10 

00 

By  the  following  sums  from  the  following  persons 
for  amount,  second  instalment  of  $8  per  share  on 
their  shares  of  slock,  to  wit : 
Hardy  &  Martin,  G  shares,        -  -  48  00 

Leyburn  Wilkes,  5       •«  -  -  40  00 

Wm.  W.  Boyd,  10       "  -  -  80  00 

Thomas  Cartmill,  7       "  -  -  5G  00 

Otho  W.  Kean,  2       "  -  -  1G  00 

Jordan  Anthony,  1       "  -  -  8  00 

Ed  Valentine,  3       "  -  24  00 

John  S.  Wilson,  2       "  -  -  10  00 

Charles  T.  Beale, 
Jas.  A.  Haney, 
W.  S.  W.  Dunnavant, 
F.  A.    Martin, 
Joshua  Taylor, 
Thos.  J.  Obenchain, 


"  -  -  8  00 

"  -  -  8  00 

8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
"  -  -  8  0» 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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Benj.  Wilkes, 

5  shares 

M 

. 

40 

00 

W.  J.  Read, 

3       " 

- 

• 

24  00 

Jas.  Jopling,  sen. 
R.  N.  Kelsoe, 

2       " 
1       " 

- 

- 

16 

8 

00 
00 

Jas.  W.  Jopling, 

1       " 

- 

- 

8 

00 

25 


$562  00 


Contra. 

May  23,  To  the  following  sums  paid  by  William 

W.  Boyd,  president,  to  different  persons 
employed  m  the  survey  and  location  of 
road,  to  wit : 
Wm.  P.  Dowthat,  15  00 

Creed  Reynolds,  12  00 

27  00 

July  2,     Paid  for  books,      -  -  -  1  25 

"  Paid  Michael  Kerns,  Jesse  Kerns 

and  Doro,  their  accounts  for  ser- 
vices as  chain  carriers,  -  2  00 
Aug.  8,     This  sum  paid  James  Anthony,  his 
account  for  services  in  the  sur- 
vey and  location  of  road,        -          42  60 
Sept  15,  This  sum  paid  Wm.  T.  Hardy, 
contractor,  on  account  work  done 
by  him  for  company,     -            -        489  82 


$562  57 


Balance  due  treas'r  Oct.  1st,  1851,  $10  57 

F.  A.  MARTIN, 
Treasurer  Buchanan  and  Bedford  Turnpike  Co. 


CHARLESTON  AND  POINT  PLEASANT  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

Charleston,  Ka.,  Oct.  16th,  1851. 
W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq.,  See'y. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  send  a  condensed  return  of  the  Charleston  and  Point 
Pleasant  turnpike  company  to  the  10th  inst.  The  bridge  now  being 
built  over  Pocatalico  creek  is  a  fine  structure,  and  will  cost  about 
$2600.     The  road  has  declared  no  dividend. 

Very  respectfully, 

JS.  C.  McFARLAND,  Treair. 


24 


r 


Ti  "ip'thc  Company ,  year 


yj.000  00 
B  lU.260  00 


■.v  jrk  to  date, 


63,260  00 


11,372  09 
vet      -  800  00 

*  .*rk  in  1835  to 

55,274  95 


.  .L'.'.vi 


14,897  31 


^.  irios.  &c.  &c.  from 
•.. . :  on  loans,  &c.  from 


70,172  26 
1,198  80 


922  73 

465  00 

property  for  use  of  road,  310  00 

-  -  2,054  33 


$150,555  21 


^  -A-:.  IS50,       -  275  74 

.   .x*.         -  -         2,460  00 


1,125  29 
137  00 


9SS  29 
326  J  4 
S  4,050   17 


.    *  •  ;:v  war,  viz  : 


^. 


1,733  S4 


^   >  <*/ .  p.iiil  lor  a  horse 

125  00 
v    v   v;\  as  above,       -  137  00 

.  v-  ,-.:  1st  ins!..  -         2,054  33 

S4 ,050_T7 

.,     v    wi.d  of  dirtvtots. 

JS.  C.  McFARLAND, 

Scc'y  and  Treasurer. 
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FAIRFAX  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Washington  City,  Oct.  18,  1851. 
Sir, 

Of  the  state  of  the  Fairfax  turnpike  company,  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  a  return,  examined  and  approved  at  a  meeting  of  the  president 
and  directors,  held  to-day,  is  herewith  transmitted,  accompanied  by 
lists  of  the  stockholders  and  officers  of  the  company.  These  are 
furnished  agreeably  to  circulars  of  the  Board  of  public  works,  hereto- 
fore forwarded  to  me.  I  have  received  none  during  the  present  year. 
Tbe  papers  would  have  been  earlier  sent,  but  for  my  naving  been 
absent  from  home  for  several  weeks. 

Under  an  impression  that,  as  president  of  the  company,  I  was 
entitled  to  printed  copies  of  the  returns  annually  published,  of  the 
different  improvement  companies  in  the  state,  I  have  frequently 
applied  for  them ;  but  although  such  books  appear  to  have  formerly 
been  furnished  to  my  predecessor,  none  have  yet  been  received  by 
me.  If  there  be  on  hand  any  spare  copies,  as  to  the  last  four  years,  I 
should  be  obliged  by  the  transmission  of  one  of  each  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  ob't  serv't, 

W.  GUNTON,  Pre*.  F.  T.  Co. 
J  Brown,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor,  Richmond. 


Return  of  the  state  of  (he  Fairfax  Turnpike  Company,  for  the  year 

ending  30th  September  1851. 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road 
and  bridge  from  commencement,  1817, 
and  in  repairs  many  years  ago,  per 
former  returns,  -  -        13,750  00 

Expended  between  November  1846  and 
the  present  time,  for  repairs  of  road  and 
bridge,  and  for  erecting  a  new  toll- 
house,        -  -  1,499  39 

For  collecting  tolls  and  other  incidental 
expenses,   -  338  33 

For  interest  on  money  borrowed,  -  220  95 

Capital  stock,  $13,750  00  : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  167  shares,  at 
$50  each,  -  -  8,350  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth,  -  5,400  00 

Amount  received  from  1st  September 
1847  to  this  date,  for  tolls,  -  989  07 

Due  by  the  company  : 

For  money  borrowed,        -  -  1,000  00 

For  money  overdrawn,      -  69  60 

$15,808  67        16,808  67 

SfiBSSKHSi^BSBSSESaB 
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Statement  of  expenditures  and  receipts  within  the  year. 

Disbursements  during  the  year  for  im- 
provements and  repairs, 
Expenses  of  collecting  tolls, 
Interest  paid, 

Receipts  for  tolls, 

Overdrawn, 

Do.       per  last  return, 


Washington  City,  17th  October,  1861. 


•• 

138  37 

72  00 

70  33 

980  70 

- 

241  10 

- 

39  60 
30  00 

$69  60 

her,  1851. 

T.  GUNTON, 

Treasurer. 

List  of  Officers  of  the  said  Company  on  the  30th  September  1861. 

William  Gunton,  president;  Lewis  Bailey,  Thomas  Z.  Smith, 
Francis  A.  Dickins,  J.  B.  H.  Smith,  directors;  Thomas  Gunton, 
tresurer. 

Attest,  W.  GUNTON, 

President  Fairfax  T.  Co. 

Washington  City,  18th  October  1851. 


FINCASTLE  AND  BLUE  RIDGE   TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  tJie  Fincastle  and  Blue  Ridge  Turnpike  Road  for 

the  year  ending  12th  Sept.  1851. 

Capital  stock  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture incorporating  turnpike  company,  &c.  $  8,000  00 

Subscribed  by  private  stockholders  96  shares, 

$  50  per  share,  ...         4,800 

By  the  state  64  shares,  S  50  per  share,  -         3,200 

$8,000  00 

Expended  in  constructing  road,         -  -  $6,880  00 
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Paid  by  private  stockholders,  -  -         4,128 

By  the  state  of  Virginia,  -  -         2,752 


$6,880  00 


Amount  of  toll  collected  on  said  road  for  the 
half  year  ending  12th  March  1851,  this  sum,  484  87 

Cr. 

By  expenses  for  the  half  year  ending  on  the 
said  12th  March  1851,  which  includes  sala- 
ries to  gate-keepers  and  officers,  and  all  ex- 
penses for  repairs  to  road,  -  -  208  06 

$276  81 

Of  this  last  mentioned  sum  there  was  due  to  the  state  $110  72 
cents,  which  sum  was  duly  paid  into  the  branch  bank  of  Virginia  at 
Buchanan,  within  less  than  sixty  days  after  the  dividend  was  declared, 
to  the  credit  of  the  state,  &c.  &c. 

Amount  of  tolls  collected  for  the  half  year  end- 
ing 12th  September  1851,  this  sum,  -  501  80 

Cr. 

By  amount  of  expenses  for  half  year  ending 
on  the  said  12th  of  September  1851,  which 
includes  in  like  manner  salaries  to  gate-keep- 
ers, officers  &c,  and  expenses  in  keeping 
road  in  repair,  -  -  -  221  96 

$279  84 

Of  this  last  mentioned  sum,  there  was  due  to  the  state  the  sum  of 
$111  93,  which  said  sum  will  in  like  manner,  within  sixty  days 
from  the  time  the  dividend  was  declared,  be  paid  into  the  branch  bank 
of  Virginia  at  Buchanan  to  the  credit  of  the  state. 

Of  the  sum  of  $  276  81,  on  hand  for  distribution  on  the  12th 
March  1851,  there  was  due  to  the  private  stockholders  the  sum  of 
$  166  09.  Upon  which  last  mentioned  sum  a  tax  of  1}  per  cent,  was 
set  aside,  making  the  sum  of  $  2  49. 

Of  the  sum  of  $  279  84,  on  hand  for  distribution  on  the  12th  day 
of  September  1851,  there  was  due  to  the  private  stockholders  the  sura 
of  $  167  90.  Upon  which  last  mentioned  sum  a  tax  of  1}  per  cent. 
was  set  aside,  making  the  sum  of  $  2  51  J. 

The  tax  due  the  state  of  $  1  78},  on  dividend  as  declared  on  the 
12th  September  1850,  and  the  tax  of  $  2  49,  on  dividend  declared 
12th  March  1851,  and  the  tax  of  $2  51},  (making  in  the  aggregate 
$6  79,)  on  dividend  declared  12th  September  1851,  has  not  been 
paid — the  treasurer  of  the  company  never  having  been  called  on  for 
the  amount  &c.,  or  instructed  how  to  dispose  of  it. 

James  S.  Walrond  is  a  director  and  the  president  of  the  company ; 
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P.  H.  Mays  is  director  and  treasurer ;  John  Neville,  Ferdinand  Woltz, 
Martin  McFerran,  George  W.  Wilson,  John  Luster,  directors. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  say  that  the  road  is  in  tolerable  order,  and 
that  from  the  report  herewith  forwarded  it  will  appear  that  the  state 
has  received  about  S  per  cent,  on  the  sum  expended  (by  the  state)  for 
the  year  ending  12th  September  1851. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  S.  WALROND,  Pret't. 

F.  H.  Mays,  Secretary. 


FRONT  ROYAL  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Winchester,  Oct.  25th,  1851. 
J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

In  conformity  with  the  law,  as  set  forth  in  your  circular  of 
the  1st  September  1851,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Front 
Itoval  turnpike  company  make  the  following  report,  which,  with  the 
treasurer's  report  herewith  transmitted,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Since  our  last  annual  report  to  your  board  the  work  on  the  Front 
Itoyal  turnpike  has  steadily  progressed,  and  it  is  believed  will  be  com- 
pleted  hi  six  weeks,  excepting  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  it  being  that 
|mitiou  of  the  road  which  lies  between  the  two  branches  of  the  She- 
nandoah river.  The  bridges  not  being  as  yet  constructed  over  those 
blanches,  and  the  location  of  that  portion  of  the  road  being  such  that 
it  could  not  bo  used  until  they  should  be  completed,  it  was  thought 
bcM  to  concentrate  our  efforts  on  such  portions  as  would  be  available 
*«  »oon  tit  finished. 

Tluco  ••  sect ions"of  the  road  are  complete,  and  we  are  now  in 
\\w  uvcipt  of  tolls  from  three  gates,  adjacent  to  two  of  which  toll- 
hiMiM"«  liaxe  been  erected — the  one  near  Winchester,  at  the  junction  of 
ihc  Kioiil  Hoyid  and  Berry's  Ferry  turnpikes,  at  the  joint  cost  of  the 
l wo  companies.  When  the  road  shall  be  finished,  twelve  and  a  half 
mile*  xm'I  h'1  macadamized,  five  and  three-quarter  miles  planked,  and 
l\\o  w\\\\  tluvc-<marlcr  miles,  passing  on  the  sides  of  slate  hills,  which 
nuke  ii  lino  and  substantial  foundation,  simply  graded. 

Plunk  nmd*  bein^  as  yet  somewhat  of  an  experiment,  at  least  a 
iion  cli \  mi  ihi*  iMKli'i  it  i*  deemed  proper  that  we  should  be  somewhat 
uumc  explicit  in  our  report  of  the  mode  of  construction  we  have 
adopted,  and  the  result  thus  far.  The  road  was  prepared  as  if  for 
uimMiliiuiiciiii; ;  oak  plank  eight  feet  long  and  three  inches  thick 
wcio  laid  on  lour  string  pieces  three  inches  thick  by  five  wide,  and 
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two  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  grade,  leaving  twelve  feet  of  the  grade 
as  a  turn  out  when  vehicles  should  meet.  The  grade  is  finished  about 
two  inches  higher  than  the  plank.  The  plank  was  delivered  on  the 
road  at  a  cost  of  $  1762  per  mile ;  the  laying  cost  $  200  per  mile, 
thus  making  the  cost  of  the  road,  after  grading,  $  1962  per  mile.  If 
there  was  any  objection  to  the  road  on  the  part  of  the  public,  it  was 
because  of  its  smoothness,  and  consequently  becoming  slippery  in 
rainy  weather  where  the  grade  is  not  low — an  objection  which,  we  are 
happy  to  believe,  will  be  removed  by  the  use  and  consequent  roughen- 
ing of  the  plank. 

We  contemplate  putting  the  bridges  under  contract  by  the  first  of 
December. 

At  the  organization  of  the  company  the  capital  was  $  40,000 ;  it 
was  discovered  that  that  sum  would  be  insufficient  for  the  completion 
of  the  road,  and  it  was  moreover  considered  highly  important  tnat  the 
bridges  above  referred  to  should  be  built  as  early  as  practicable ;  an 
application  was  therefore  made  to  the  last  general  assembly  for  an  in- 
crease of  capital  to  $  60,000,  and  for  a  state  subscription  of  three- 
fifths  as  before.     The  application  was  successful. 

Warren  county  has  voted  a  subscription  of  $  4,000  towards  the 
construction  of  the  bridges,  and  individuals  have  subscribed  a  suffi- 
cient amount  to  justify  us  in  saying  that  the  company  will  be  free 
from  debt  when  the  road  shall  be  completed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

O.  R.  FUNSTEN,  President. 

O.  R.  Funsten,  president,  salary  per  annum,  $  300 ;  Alfred  Par- 
kins, John  Bruce,  J.  B.  Petty,  R.  S.  McThay  and  P.  N.  Meade,  di- 
rectors ;  J.  W.  Mason,  treasurer  and  secretary,  salary  per  annum 
$200;  Wm.  Gore,  first  gate  keeper,  $50;  Joseph  Steward,  second 
gate  keeper,  $  75 ;  Vaughn,  third  gate  keeper,  $  60. 

Stockholders  heretofore  transmitted. 
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[A.] 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Front  Royal  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year 

ending  September  30th,  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  40,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  320  shares,  at  S  50 
per  share,         - 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  480  shares, 
Capital  stock,  (increased,)  $20,000: 

Subscribed  by  individuals  67  shares, 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  100J  shares, 

Due  for  money  borrowed  of  the  Valley  Bank, 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid, .... 

Amount  of  individual  subscriptions  unpaid, 
Amount  expended  in  construction  ot  work 
from  commencement  to  date  : 

Amount  paid  Littlejohn,  Kirby  &  Co,  for  gra- 
ding and  macadmizing, 

Paid  Milton  Moore  for  macadamizing, 

Paid  Lupton  for  planking, 

Paid  Smith  for  inspecting  plank, 

Paid  Richardson  &  Penman  for  outlets,    - 

Paid  land  damages  to  date, 

Paid  for  constructing  tollhouses,  - 

Paid  M.  S.  Lovett  &  Co.  for  engineering, 

Paid  officers'  salaries  for  two  years, 

Paid  attorneys'  and  other  fees, 

Incidental  expenses,  - 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  B, 


16,000 

00 

24,000  00 

3,850 

00 

5,025 

00  i 

2,600 

00  , 

8,217 

00 

1 

6,478 

00 

1 

20,875 

00 

1,760 

00 

9,760 

00 

■ 

75 

37 

66 

00 

J 

933 

47 

■ 

374 

08 

' 

223 

50 

1,000 

00 

1 

180 

67 

129 

00 

1,813 

91 

$  50,875  00    50,875  00 

^BissaaBBaBBH 

[B.] 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year : 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  as  per  report  Oc- 
tober 1st,  1S50,  ...  485  52 
Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 

For  capital  stock — amount  received  from  indi- 
viduals, -  10,877  00 

Amount  received  from  Board  of  public  works,  20,808  00 

Amount  borrowed  of  Valley  Bank,  -  2,500  00 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 

Amount  paid  Littlejohn,  Kirby  &  Co,  for  grad- 
ing and  macadamizing,  -  -         18,955  00 

Paid  Milton  Moore  for  macadamizing,       -  1,750  00 
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Paid  L  up  ton  for  planking,            -            -  9,760  00 

Paid  Smith  for  inspecting  plank,                -  76  37 

Paid  Richardson  &  Penman  for  outlets,    -  65  00 

Paid  land  damages,          ...  483  47 

Paid  interest  on  $  2500  borrowed,             -  82  00 

Paid  for  engineering,        ...  102  00 

Paid  for  construction  of  toll-houses,          -  374  08 

Paid  officers'  salaries,  (2  years,)  -            -  1,000  00 

Paid  attorneys'  and  other  fees,     -         .  -  166  67 

Incidental  expenses,         -            -            -  44  12 


32,857  71    34,671  GS 
32,857  71 


Cash  on  hand,  -        $1,813  91 

SS555E555B 

J.  W.  MASON, 

Sec'y  and  Treasurer. 


FRONT  ROYAL  AND  GAINES'  CROSSROADS  TDRNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Front  Royal  and 
Gaines'  Crossroads  turnpike  company,  held  at  the  clerk's  office  in 
Front  Royal,  on  the  14th  day  of  October  1851,  the  following  report 
was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary  and  forwarded 
to  the  Board  of  public  works. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Front  Royal  and  Gaines'  Cross- 
roads turnpike  company  submit  to  the  Board  of  public  works  the 
following  report  of  their  proceedings  within  the  year  ending  the  30th 
September  1851.  The  board  having  at  the  general  annual  meeting  of 
the  stockholders,  held  at  the  courthouse  in  Front  Royal,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May  1851,  made  a  report  giving  a  detailed  account  of 
their  proceedings  up  to  that  date,  do  not  think  it  necessary  here  to 
repeat  the  contents  of  that  report,  as  a  certified  copy  of  it  was  for- 
warded to  the  Board  of  public  works.  It  will,  therefore,  only  be 
necessary  to  say,  that  since  the  transmission  of  that  report  the  road 
has  been  finished  (or  very  nearly  so)  to  its  terminus  at  Gaiues'  Cross- 
roads ;  the  last  section,  however,  has  not  yet  been  received  from  the 
contractors,  nor  has  the  board  yet  been  able,  from  causes  beyond 
their  control,  to  get  that  section  under  toll,  although  the  travel  is  now 
upon  its  whole  length.  They  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  say  that 
they  are  receiving  tolls  for  the  whole  length  of  the  improvement.  The 
road  is  now  in  good  condition,  and  meets  the  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  the  traveling  public. 

5 
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The  cost  of  construction,  as  also  the  land  damages  and  other  ex- 

Eenses  incidental  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  will  be  ascertained 
y  reference  to  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  which  has  been  carefully 
examined  and  is  herewith  forwarded. 
By  this  document  it  wilt  be  seen  that  there  has  been 
received  from  stockholders  other  than  the  common- 
wealth, the  sum  of  -  -        5,530  00 
From  the  Board  of  public  works,               -  -        8,595  00 
Tolls  received,                        -                    -  159  50 


14,384  50 


And  that  the  expenditures  paid  up  to  this  date  for  all 

purposes  amount  to  the  sum  of  -  -       11,689  49 

Leaving  balance  in  treasurer's  hands  of  this  sum,         -      $2,585  01 

The  whole  of  which  balance,  and  the  balance  of  stock  yet  unpaid, 
will  be  required  in  paying  balances  due  for  construction,  officers' 
salaries,  erecting  toil-houses,  repairs  of  road,  and  other  necessary 
expenses.  The  board  has  again  to  regret  that  they  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  settle  the  land  damages  upon  the  whole  line — the  suit  men- 
tioned in  the  report  hereinbefore  referred  to  as  pending  in  the  court 
of  Rappahannock  county,  upon  exceptions  taken  by  the  board  to  a 
report  of  commissioners,  in  which  the  award  of  damages  was  con- 
sidered too  extravagant  to  be  submitted  to,  is  still  pending.  The 
road  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  employment  of  a  man  by  the  year  to 
keep  it  in  good  order  throughout  its  whole  length.  A  list  of  private 
stockholders,  length  of  improvement,  average  cost  per  mile,  and  list 
of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  company,  and  the  amount  of  their 
salaries,  are  herewith  sent,  attached   to  the  treasurer's  account,  as 

Eart  of  this  report.     A  map  of  the  improvement  has  been  furnished 
eretofore. 


Signed  by  order  of  the  board. 


ROBERT  TURNER, 

President. 


Test, 

N.  M.  Jacobs,  Clerk. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Front  Royal  and  Gaines'  Crossroads  Turnpike 
Company  for  the  year  ending  30*A  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  15,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  116  shares,  at  $50  each,        -        5,800  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  180  shares,  at    $50 
each,  - 

Yet  to  be  subscribed  by  individuals  4  shares,  at  $  50, 

Tolls  received,  - 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid, . 

Amount  of  individual  subscriptions  unpaid, 

Amount  of  4  shares  of  stock  not  taken  by  in- 
dividuals, - 

Amount  expended  in  construction  of  this  work 
from  commencement  (1850)  to  this  date, 

Amount  paid  for  engineering,  - 

Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  - 

Amount  paid  for  president's  salary  past  year, 

Amount  paid  for  sec'y  and  treasurer's  salary, 

Amount  paid  toll  receiver's  compensation, 

Amount  of  cash  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1851,  as 
per  statement  below, 

$15,159  50    15,159  50 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  to  30th  Sept.  1851. 

For  capital  stock — amount  received  from  individuals,  5,530  00 

Do.         do.  do.     from  Board  P.  works,  8,595  00 

Amount  of  tolls  received  to  this  date,  -  -  159  50 


- 

- 

9,000 

00 

X  $  50, 

200 

00 

- 

- 

159  50 

505 

00 

270 

00 

200  00 

10,275 

62 

185 

00 

104 

66 

200 

00 

125 

00 

25 

00 

2,595 

01 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  present  year: 
Am't  paid  for  construction,  including  bridges, 

&c.             -  10,275  62 

Amount  paid  for  land  damages,         -  274  21 

Do.          do.     engineering,              -  185  00 

Do.           do.     incidental  expenses,  104  66 

Do.           do.     president's  salary,  200  00 

Do.           do.     sec'y  and  treasurer's  salary,  125  00 

Do.           do.     toll  receiver's  compensation,  25  00 


14,284  50 


11,689  49 


Balance  money  on  hand,  $2,595  01 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

N.  M.  JACOBS,  Clerk. 


86  [Doc.  No.  18.] 

List  of  Officers  and  Agents  of  Front  Royal  and  Gaines*  Crossroads 

Turnpike  Company. 

Robert  Turner,  Esq.,  president,  salary  past  year  $  200 ;  James  M. 
Barbee,  Marcus  B.  Buck,  Samuel  B.  Gardner,  John  B.  Petty  and  Ad- 
dison Turner,  directors;  Mahlon  S.  Lovett,  engineer,  salary  $5  per 
day  when  his  services  are  required ;  N.  M.  Jacobs,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  salary  $  125 ;  Albert  Menifee  and  Neverson  Smith,  toll-gate- 
keepers, salary  $  50  each  per  annum ;  Giles  Cook,  attorney  to  the 
board. 

Length  of  improvement  about  16§  miles,  and  very  nearly  finished. 

Average  cost  of  the  road  for  all  purposes,  so  far,  is  a  little  over  se- 
ven hundred  dollars  per  mile. 

N.  M.  JACOBS, 

TreaJr  and  Clerk* 


HARDY  AND  WINCHESTER  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Hardy  and  Winchester  Turnpike  Company 

to  the  Stockholders. 

As  nothing  of  any  particular  interest  in  the  affairs  of  your  com- 

!>any  has  transpired  since  your  last  annual  meeting,  in  offering  the 
burth  annual  report  of  the  Hardy  and  Winchester  turnpike  company, 
it  will  perhaps  be  proper  to  make  a  brief  statement  shewing  the  whole 
amount  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  improvement  from  the 
commencement  of  the  work  up  to  the  30th  of  September  1851,  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  tne  same  period,  and  such  explanations 
as  will  give  you  a  full  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition  ot  the  com- 
pany, together  with  such  suggestions  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  may 
seem  to  require. 
The  capital  stock  authorized  to  be  raised  is  $  39,000  00 

The  stock  actually  subscribed  by  indivi- 
duals is  ...    15,275  00 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth,  -     22,318  26 

837,593  26 

Private   stock  yet  to  be  raised  to  secure 

three-fifths  of  the  capital,  -  $  425  00 

Amount  paid  for  construction  on  the  main  stem  of  the  road 

is                              -               -                 -                  -  29,218  14 

Amount  paid  for  constructing  Capon  spring  branch,  4,150  36 

Amount  for  location,  incidental  expenses,  engineering,  &c.  1,038  45 

Amount  for  bridge  over  Lost  river,             -                 -  1,665  00 

Amount  for  land  damages,  costs,  &c.       -                 -  654  98 

Amount  for  toll-houses,  lots  and  improvements,         -  1,067  33 

$37,794  26 
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To  which  must  be  added  various  charges  for  interest,  changing 
roads  to  secure  tolls,  &c.  &c,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  treasurer's  report. 

The  whole  cost  of  repairs  and  superintending  the  same  has  been 
as  follows  : 
Repairs  to  Sep.  30, 1849,  404  50 — nett  tolls  same  time,    409  11 

1850,  888  75         do.  do.         1153  53 

1851,  1312  72         do.  do.         1218  09 


$2605  97  82780  73 


From  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  stock 
actually  subscribed  has  been  expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
work,  and  that  the  company  is  still  encumbered  with  a  small  debt. 

Application  was  made  to  the  last  legislature  for  an  increase  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  company  in  order  to  meet  the  liabilities  incurred 
in  the  construction  of  the  Capon  springs  branch  and  the  erection  of 
toll-houses.  An  increase  of  $  4,000  was  obtained,  making  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  S  39,000,  the  state  taking  "  three-fifths  of  all 
stock  that  had  been  or  might  hereafter  be  subscribed."  This  enabled 
the  company  to  reduce  its  debt,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
exertions  be  made  to  have  the  remainder  of  the  private  stock  taken 
which  will  enable  the  company  to  discharge  all  its  liabilities. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  the  receipts 
from  tolls  have  been  found  adequate  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  re- 
pairs, except  during  the  year  which  has  just  ended,  for  which  there  is 
an  inconsiderable  deficiency.     About  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal 
year  the  board  of  directors  resolved  to  dispense  with  the  office  of 
general  superintendent  of  repairs,  and  to  employ  some  competent 
person  "  to  labor  with  and  superintend  the  hands,"  allowing  him  a 
specified  sum  per  day,  and  also  stipulating  the  per  diem  wages  to  be 
paid  to  each  hand.     It  was  supposed  that  this  course  would  promote 
economy  and  lessen  the  cost  of  repairs ;  but  the  result  has  shewn 
that,  although  there  has  been  a  much  greater  amount  of  labor  done, 
there  has  also  been  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  aggregate  cost  of 
repairs.     It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  open 
winter  and  wet  spring,  the  road  had  become  very  much  cut  up,  and 
that  many  of  the  repairs  done  this  year  have  been  of  a  permanent 
character,  so  that  it  is  believed  that  parts  of  the  road  will  require  but 
little  repairs  for  several  years.     A  rigid  scrutiny  into  accounts  for  re- 
pairs should  be  instituted,  and  it  is  recommended  that  hereafter  every 
exertion  should  be  made  to  keep  the  expenditures  within  the  receipts. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  sanguine  hopes  which  were  entertained 
of  the  large  amount  of  travel  and  transportation  which  would  pass 
over  the  Hardy  and  Winchester  turnpike  road  have,  in  some  measure, 
been  disappointed.     After  your  charter  had  been  obtained,  and  after 
a  considerable  amount  of  stock  had  been  subscribed  to  make  the  road 
from  Winchester  to  Moorfield,  a  charter  was  granted  to  the  Moor- 
field  and  North  branch  turnpike  company  to  run  a  road  from  Peters- 
burg in  the  county  of  Hardy  to  the  Green  spring  depot  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 
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This,  of  course,  was  a  rival  road,  but  it  was  expected  that  the  ad- 
vantages of  trading  at  Winchester  would  more  than  counterbalance 
the  easier  grade  and  shorter  distance  to  the  depot.  These  expecta- 
tions have  not  been  realized  ;  and  as  by  the  Moorfield  and  Alleghany 
turnpike,  and  the  stem  from  Petersburg  to  the  last  named  road,  both 
of  which  have  been  chartered  since  your  road  went  into  operation, 
the  travel  and  transportation  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Soutn  branch 
valley  can  reach  Paddytown  on  the  continuation  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  at  a  still  shorter  distance,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
any  considerable  amount  of  the  trade  from  the  South  branch  valley 
will  pass  over  your  road. 

In  addition  to  these  drawbacks,  the  last  legislature  chartered  a 
company  to  construct  a  road  from  some  point  near  Bean's  tavern,  on 
the  H.  and  W.  turnpike,  down  North  river  to  Blue's  tavern  on  the 
N.  W.  turnpike.     It  is  supposed  that  this  last  named  road  will  take  a 

Eortion  of  the  little  business  from  the  S.  B.  which  would  still  have 
een  done  over  the  H.  and  W.  turnpike  road ;  and  the  case  will  pre- 
sent another  striking  example  of  that  reckless  legislation  which  makes 
a  road  this  year,  which  it  will  injure  by  an  improvement  to  be  made 
the  next — and  both  of  which  it  will  ruin  by  making  another  improve- 
ment the  year  following. 

It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  observe  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  in  the  tolls  received  at  gates  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  a  slight  in- 
crease during  the  last  quarter  at  gates  Nos.  3  and  4.  This  has  been 
owing  to  the  travel  to  and  from  the  Capon  springs  and  Howard's 
lick  during  the  watering  season.  Should  the  business  done  at  the 
Capon  springs  continue  to  increase,  or  even  if  it  should  remain  at 
what  it  was  during  the  present  year,  and  should  the  improvement 
now  being  made  at  Howard's  lick  be  completed,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  H.  and  W.  turnpike  company  will  be  fully 
able  to  sustain  itself.  It  should  have  been  mentioned  that  the  road 
from  the  Capon  springs  to  the  Capon  river,  which  was  under  con- 
struction at  the  time  of  your  last  annual  meeting,  has  been  completed. 
As  this  extension  was  made  on  the  application  of  those  persons  inte- 
rested in  the  springs,  and  designed  principally  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  visiters,  and  as  the  private  stock  was  all  paid  by  the  owners  of 
the  spring  property,  no  gate  has  been  put  up  on  this  part  of  the  road, 
the  liberal  proprietors  of  the  property  at  the  springs  having  paid  a  sum 
which  was  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  road  in  good  repair. 

For  farther  particulars  concerning  the  operations  and  business  of 
the  company,  you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  treasurer  which  is 
herewith  appended,  and  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
President  H.  and  W.  T.  Co. 
[Recorded^] 
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Office  Hardy  and  Winchester  Turnpike  Co. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hardy  and  Winches- 
ter turnpike  company,  held  at  McKever's  hotel  in  the  town  of  War- 
densville,  on  Monday  the  20th  of  October  1851 — present,  J.  J.  Wil- 
liams, president,  Henry  W.  Frye,  John  M.  Hopewell  and  James  A, 
Russell,  directors : 

The  board  having  met  for  the  purpose  of  making  its  annual  report 
to  the  Board  of  public  works,  shewing  the  financial  state  of  the  Hardy 
and  Winchester  turnpike  company  and  the  condition  of  the  improve- 
ment, and  of  furnishing  such  other  information  as  may  be  required 
by  the  Board  of  public  works,  respectfully  reports — That  in  conse- 
quence of  the  severe  illness  of  Gen.  James  H.  Carson,  the  state  proxy 
in  this  company,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  which  was 
advertised  to  be  held  on  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  was  not  at- 
tended by  a  sufficient  number  of  stockholders  and  proxies  to  form  a 
quorum,  and  was  adjourned  over  to  the  2Sth  of  November  next. 

The   annual  report  of  the  president   and   the   statement  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  company,  prepared  for  that  occasion  and  herewith 
transmitted,  have  been   examined   by  us,   approved   and   adopted, 
as  containing  a  fair  exhibition  of  the   state  of  the  company,  and 
embracing  most  of  the  information  required  of  us  by  the  Board  of 
public  works.     At  the  commencement  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the 
board  of  directors  concluded  to  dispense  with  the  office  of  general 
superintendent  of  repairs,  and  to  employ  a  man  to  labor  with  and 
superintend  the  hands.      An  agreement  was  made  with  John  H. 
Marker  to  keep  in  repair  that  part  of  the  road  between  Winchester 
and  Wardensville,  including  the  Capon  springs  branqh,  being  24  miles 
on  the  main  stem  and  7  miles  of  the  Capon  springs  branch — in  all,  31 
miles.     It  was  agreed  to  allow  the  superintendent  $  1  50  per  day  for 
his  own  services,  and  75  cts.  per  day  for  each  hand — he  boarding 
himself  and  the  hands.     The  price  for  horses,  ploughs,  &c,  when  ne- 
cessarily employed,  was  also  agreed  on.    The  section  extending  from 
Wardensville  to  Baker's  run — 11  miles — was  let  on  the  same  terms, 
to  George  Cline,  jr.     The  section  extending  from  Bean's  tavern  to 
Moorfield  was  let  in  the  same  way  to  Thomas  C.  Athey,  except  that 
he  was  to  receive  but  $  1  per  day  for  his  own  services  and  board. 
The  intervening  section  was  let  to  Samuel  Davison  and  Cephas 
CbiMs— 4  miles  to  the  former — at   $13  12£  per  mile,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  the  latter,  at  $9  per  mile.     The  whole  length  of  the  road 
from  Fiser's  to  Moorfield  is  54J  miles — Capon  springs  branch  is  a 
little  over  7  miles — making  whole  distance  Cl£  miles. 
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Marker,  31  miles,  whole  of  repairs  cost       616  12£,  average  19  87J 

Cline,      11      «*             "             "         "         148  00  "  13  45 

Athey,     10J    "             "             "         "         401  10  "  38  20 

Davison,   4      "             "             "         "           52  50  "  13  12J 

Childs,       5      "  nearly,              "         "           45  00  "  9  00 

1,262  72  "  20  53 

For  carrying  two  roads  to  secure  tolls,  50  00 

$1,312  72 


Gate  No-  1  is  kept  by  Charles  C.  Hawkins,  salary  $  75  per  year. 
"        2         "  John  Huff,  "       $75  " 

[These  occupy  their  own  houses.] 

Gate  No.  3  is  kept  by  Henry  Reynolds,  10  per  cent,  on  am't  collected. 
"        4        "         James  D.  Boone,  "  "  " 

"        5         "         Thomas  Athey,  "  "  " 

[These  occupy  houses  belonging  to  the  company.] 

Henry  W.  Frye  was  allowed  $50  for  settling  with  the  gate- 
keepers quarterly,  and  paying  the  amount  to  the  treasurer. 

N.  Clevenger  is  allowed  $  150  for  his  services  as  treasurer  and 
secretary. 

The  cost  of  toll-house  and  lot  No.  5  was  much  increased  by  a  fail- 
ure to  obtain  water  on  the  first  lot  procured.  Another  lot  was  ob- 
tained, the  house  was  made  and  another  well  sunk. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  miles  on  the  North  Mountain,  where 
the  road  was  injured  by  heavy  rains,  the  road  is  in  fine  order  and 
will  need  but  little  repairs  this  fall ;  and  as  much  of  the  repairs  done 
this  year  has  been  of  a  permanent  nature,  it  is  hoped  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  tolls  will  exceed  the  expenditures  for  repairs  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  September  1852. 

It  is  expected  that  the  road  will  be  kept  in  repair  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  it  was  last  year,  unless  the  officers  to  be  elected  next  month 
should  make  a  change. 

A  list  of  the  stockholders,  with  the  number  of  shares  owned  by  each, 
and  the  amounts  still  due,  will  accompany  this  report. 

It  is  believed  that  a  map  of  the  road  has  been  sent. 

JARED  J.  WILLIAMS,  President. 

H.  W.  FRYE, 
JOHN  M.  HOPEWELL, 
JAMES  A.  RUSSELL, 
[Recorded.]  Directors. 
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Return  of  tlie  state  of  the  Hardy  and  Winchester  Turnpike  Company  for 

the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Amount  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  1,031  74 

Amount  individual  subscription  unpaid.       -  285  38 

Expended   in   construction  from  commence- 
ment, 1847,  to  present  date,         -  -  33,359  67 

Land  damages,  and  suits  on  same,  -  -  654  98 

Bridge  across  Lost  river,     -  1,665  00 

Location  and  cost  incidental  thereto,  includ- 
ing printing,  notices,  &c.  -  -  1,100  32 

Costs  of  toll-houses  Nos.  3,  4  and  5,  -  1,017  33 

Amount  paid  in  repairs  from  commencement,  2,639  17 

Capital  stock,  $  39,000  : 

Subscribed   by  individuals,  303J   shares,  at 

$50  each,  ....      15,175  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth,  468  shares,  at 

$50  each,  ....      23,400  00 

Tolls  from  commencement  (nett,)    -  -       2,527  74 

Due  by  company  for  money  borrowed,  viz : 

From  V.  Bank,   -  -  -  500  00 

Balance  due  treasurer,         ...  200  85 


$41,803  59    41,803  59 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  tlie  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 

report,  ....       2,291  08 

Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 
For  capital  stock — amount  received  from  in- 
dividuals, - 
Amount  received  from  B.  of  P.  works, 
Tolls  received  within  the  year  (nett,) 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
Amount  paid  for  construction,  &c.  - 
For  toll-house  No.  5, 
Repairs  paid  within  the  year, 
Officers'  salaries,  (treasurer,) 
Toll  receivers'  compensation  and  other  ex- 
penses collecting  tolls,      - 
Debt  paid  Valley  Bank,  $500 ;  int.  $112  12, 
Balance  due  from  treasurer, 

$6,307  57      6,307  67 

JARED  J.  WILLIAMS,  Pres't 

H.  $•  W.  T.  Co. 
N.  Cmsvbngbb,  T.  H.  If  W.  T.  Co. 


280  14 
2,518  26 
1,218  09 

3,306  36 
436  24 

1,312  78 
160  00 

256  45 
612  19 
234  63 
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HAMPSHIRE  AND  MORGAN  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

The  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Hampshire  and  Morgan 
Turnpike  Company  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Our  work  was  commenced  about  1st  October  1849.  Since  that  time 
about  eighteen  miles,  extending  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
in  Morgan  county  to  the  top  of  Sandy  Ridge  in  Hampshire,  have 
been  located,  and  all  of  it  finished  but  about  a  quarter  or  half  of  a 
mile,  the  work  on  which  has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  difficul- 
ties thrown  in  our  way  by  some  one  or  two  land-holders.  The  public 
has  had  the  use  of  the  finished  part  of  the  road.  It  is  expected  that 
in  a  few  weeks  toll-gates  will  be  put  upon  it.  No  system  has  yet  been 
adopted  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair.  The  average  cost  of  the  road, 
as  far  as  finished,  has  been  about  $  500  per  mile. 

The  above,  together  with  a  list  of  the  private  stockholders  and  a 
statement  shewing  the  financial  condition  of  the  company,  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directors. 

A.  SOMMERVILLE,  Sec'y  8f  Treas'r 

H.SfM.T.Co. 


Return  of  tfie  state  of  the  Hampshire  and  Morgan  Turnpike  Company  for 

two  years  ending  ZOth  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  9,687  50 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals,  -  -  3,875  00 

the  commonwealth,  -  5,812  60 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid, -  -  -  -  112  60 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  75  00 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  com- 
mencement to  this  date,  -  -         7,967  56 

M.  S.  Lovett  engineer,  and  his  assistants,  130  50 

Expended  in  land  damages  for  same  time,  68  00 

Expended  in  finishing  section  left  by  contrac- 
tors in  an  unfinished  state,  -  -  775  96 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  -  557  98 

S  9,687  50     9,687  50 
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HARRISVILLE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY, 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Harrisville  Tvmjnke  Company  for  the  year 

ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  10,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  80  shares,  at  $  50  each,  4,000  00 

"  the  state,  120       "  "  $6,000  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid — nothing. 
"  individual  "  "  " 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  work  from  commence- 
.  ment  (1849)  to  this  date,      -  7,852  18 

For  locating  and  contingent  expenses,  including  offi- 
cers' salaries  and  treasurer's  per  cent.  -  -         1,752  94 
Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,              ...  394  88 


$10,000  00 


Contractors  C raver  &  Mills,  having  relinquished  their  contract  after 
having  received  on  their  work  $  4,728  23£,  their  unfinished  contract 
was  re-let  to  John  Yoakam  for  $  695,  and  by  him  completed. 

The  whole  road,  about  20|  miles  in  length,  has  been  received  by 
the  superintendent  from  the  hands  of  the  contractors  as  finished,  hav- 
ing cost  an  average  of  $  457  38  per  mile. 

The  road  has  been  let  out  to  G.  W.  Hardman  to  be  put  in  repair, 
for  the  sum  of  $  140,  which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  company  expect  to  put  up  gates  for  the  collection  of  tolls  as 
soon  as  the  contract  for  repairs  shall  have  been  completed,  which  will 
be  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  Eli  Riddle,  president ;  John  Har- 
ris, James  Malone,  Noah  Rexroad,  Isaiah  Wells  and  Z.  M.  Peirpoint, 
directors  ;  A.  S.  Core,  superintendent ;  Thos.  M.  Harris,  treasurer ; 
Isaiah  Wells,  clerk. 

The  salary  of  the  president  and  directors  is  $  1  50  per  diem  while 
employed  ;  of  the  superintendent,  $  2  per  diem  while  employed ;  of 
the  treasurer,  2£  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  received,  and  2J  per  cent, 
on  all  paid  out ;  of  the  secretary  for  the  past  year,  nominal. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELI  RIDDLE,  President. 

Isaiah  Wells,  Secretary. 
October  23d,  1851. 
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HILLSBOROUGH  AND  HARPER'S  FERRY  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

Office  Hillsborough  and  Harper's  Ferry 
Turnpike  Co.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Nov.  12,  1851. 

Statement  of  Funds  of  the  Company  to  date,  viz : 

Amount  received  from  stockholders  other  than  the  state  of 

Virginia,  -  -  -  $2,757  50 

Three-fifths  due  from  slate  subscription,  4,136  25 

Amount  received  from  the  state,       -  -  2,130  00 


Amount  now  due  from  the  state,  -  -  $2,006  25 

We,  J.  E.  P.  Daingcrficld,  treasurer,  and  Philip  Coons,  president 
of  the  Hillsborough  and  Harper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,  do  hereby 
certify*  that  there  has  been  received  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  hundred 
and  "fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty-cents  from  stockholders  other  than 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  slock  of  said  company  ;  which  entitles  the 
company  to  the  sum  of  forty-one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
twenty-nve  cents  on  account  of  the  state  subscription ;  of  which  sum 
twenty-one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  have  been  received,  leaving  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  and  six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  now  due 
and  payable  on  the  part  of  ihe  state  of  Virginia.  Witness  our  hands 
and  the  seal  of  the  company  this  12th  day  of  November  1851. 

PHILIP  COONS,  President. 
J.  E.  P.  Daingerfield,  Treasurer. 
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HOLLIDAY'S  COVE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Annual  Report  of  the  llollidaifs  Cove  Turnpike   Company  for  the  year 

ending  September  30fA,  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  11,833  33  : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  142  shares,  $50  each,  -         7,100  00 

44  commonwealth  94$  "  "      -  -         4,733  33 

Tolls,  rents,  &c.  from  commencement  of  work,  -         3,GS4  39 
Dividends  unpaid,         -----  2:j6  G6 

Due  the  company  other  than  on  account 

of  stock,        -  -  -  91  00 

Expended  in  construction  of  road,         -  11,182  94 

fc<  repairs  to  this  date,  -  3,404  19 

Dividends  from  commencement,  -  828  32 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  below,  247  93 

$15,754  38      15,754  38 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  year's 

report,  -  -  -  -  6  39 

Tolls,  rents,  &c.  -  -  381  78 


Total  receipts,  S3S8  17 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
For  improvements  and  repairs,  -  74  24 

Officers1  salaries,  (treasurer  and  secretary, 

$8  each,)  -  16  00 

Collecting  tolls,  -  50  00 


Total  disbursements — deduct  from  receipts,  140  24 

388  17 


Balance  on  hand,  $  247  93 

Dividend  of  2  per  centum  declared  September  30th  1851,  payable 
immediately. 
By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

JAMES  ROSS,  Secretary. 

Length  of  road,  a  fraction  over  GJ  miles.  Road  divided  into  four 
sections,  with  a  superintendent  on  each  section  to  conduct  repairs. 
Average  cost  per  mile,  nearly  S  1,789  23. 

James  Campbell,  president;  James  Gardiner,  Thomas  Orr,  Sam- 
uel Hindman,  company  directors;  G.  G.  Orr,  James  Patterson,  com- 
monwealth directors;  G.  G.  Orr,  treasurer;  Jas.  Ross,  secretary, 
Thos.  Braudon,  gate-keeper. 
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HOWARDSVILLE  AND  ROCKFISH  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

The  return  of  Mr.  Hartsook,  treasurer  of  this  com- 
pany, will  exhibit  the  whole  fiscal  management  of  the  company,  in  a 
condensed  view,  to  the  present  time,  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 
At  the  last  report  the  road  was  let  to  contractors  to  the  eastern  base 
of  the  Blue  Ridge.  These  contracts  have  been  finished,  and  the  com- 
pany have  also,  during  the  past  year,  extended  the  road  across  the 
Blue  Ridge  into  the  Valley,  to  Bock  creek  in  the  county  of  Augusta,  a 
distance  of  about  34}  miles  from  the  James  river  canal  at  Howards- 
villc,  and  in  time  for  a  portion  of  the  present  crop  of  flour  and  other 
productions  of  that  portion  of  the  Valley  to  find  a  market  over  their 
road,  when  the  company  will  realize  their  most  sanguine  expectations 
in  the  amount  of  trade  and  travel  on  the  road  and  the  tolls  therefrom. 
The  board  of  directors  will  in  a  short  time  proceed  to  let  out  addi- 
tional sections  of  the  road,  extending  it  westwardly  across  the  Valley 
to  intersect  with  the  Free  turnpike,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  char- 
ter as  amended  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature ;  and  from  the  fa- 
vor which  has  been  extended  to  the  work,  and  the  increased  interest 
manifested  in  the  progress  of  the  road  by  the  enterprising  and  wealthy 
proprietors  along  the  line  of  its  proposed  route,  the  company  feel  as- 
sured that  it  will  be  speedily  carried  forward  to  completion.  The  re- 
pairs done  in  the  past  year  nave  been  partly  by  special  contract  and 
partly  by  the  hirelings  of  the  company.  In  future  the  company  will 
probably  be  enabled  to  make  more  advantageous  arrangements  to 
teep  up  the  repairs  than  was  practicable  on  a  snort  line  of  road.  The 
board  of  directors  will  in  a  short  time  proceed  to  establish  other  gates 
for  the  collection  of  tolls,  which  heretofore  they  deemed  unnecessary 
until  the  road  had  reached  the  Valley. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  A.  SCOTT,  Prcs't. 


Return  of  tlie  state  of  the  Howardstilh  and  RocJc/ish  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  45,000  : 

Subscribed  by  individuals,  -  -  18,000  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth,  -  27,000  00 

Tolls  on  part  of  the  work  from  the  commence- 
ment to  this  date,  -  -  -  319  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid,      9,600  00 

Amount  of  individual  subscriptions  unpaid,         6,400  00 
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Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  com- 
mencement (1847)  to  date,  viz : 

Engineering  expenses,  436  81 

Paid  to  com'rs  for  assessing  land 
damages,  attorneys'  fees,  costs 
of  suits,  witnesses,  &c.  261  56 

Paid  for  mile  posts,  20  00 

Paid  to  contractors,  21,087  24 

Paid  salaries  to  officers  and  direc- 
tors, -  -  -  702  00 

22,507  61 

Expended  in  land  damage  same  time,       -         5,460  96 

Expended  in  repairs  same  time,  -  762  86 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  as  per 

statement  below,  -  -  -  587  57 


$45,319  00    45,319  00 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 

report,               -            -            -            -  5,598  02 

For  capital  stock — amount  received  of  indi- 
viduals,             ....  2,800  00 

Amount  received  from  Board  public  works,  4,200  00 

Tolls,                     -            -            -            -  237  00 

Total  receipts,         -  -        12,835  02 

Disbursements  during  the  year : 

Paid  to  contractors,  viz : — Hartsook  &  Thur- 
mond, $  8971 ;  N.  Bridgewater,  $  145 ;  J. 
N.  Thomasson,  $1056  38,         -  -       10,172  38 

Engineering  expenses,  viz: — N.  J.  Barnett, 

$  10,  $  253 ;  E.  Hunter,  $  5,      -  -  268  00 

Paid  to  assessors,  costs  of  suits,  &c.         -  83  86 

Paid  for  land  damages,     -  946  35 

Paid  for  repairs,  ...  484  86 

Salaries — President,  $75;  secretary,  $50; 
treasurer,  $  50 ;  directors,  balance  for  1849, 
$67;  in  part  for  1850,  viz:  N.  F.  Cabell, 
$16;  J.  Fortune,  $26;  W.  A.  Scott,  $18,         292  00 


12,247  45 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  $587  57 

D.  J.  HARTSOOK,  Treasurer. 
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JACKSON'S  RIVER  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

James  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  the 
Jackson's  river  turnpike  for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1861. 

Income  from  travel  at  gate  No.  1,  -        688  2lf 

Income  from  stages  at  gate  No.  1,     449  26 
Deduct  from  this  20  per  cent.  89  80 


359  46 


359  46 


Total  income  from  gate  No.  1, 

Income  from  gate  No.  2, 
From  singes  at  gate  No.  2,  - 
Deduct  20  per  cent. 


Total  income  from  gate  No.  2, 
Add  to  this  income  from  gate  No  1, 

Total  income  for  tolls  on  road  at  each  gate, 

Deduct  expenses  as  follows: 
To  superintendent's  salary,  - 
To  toll-gatherer  at  gate  No.  1, 
To  toll-gatherer  at  gate  No.  2, 
To  repairs  on  road, 


Balance  on  hand  from  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember 1851,  -  -  -         1,127  12i 

To  thirty  dollars  paid  William  H.  Terrell,  for  services 
rendered  the  company  as  counsel  previous  to  my  ap- 
pointment as  superintendent,  -  -  30  00 

alance  due  Jackson's  river  turnpike  compan  y,  -       $1,097  12£ 

Capital  slock,  $22,097  85  : 
Net  tolls,  ....         $1,097  12 

Two-fifths,  state,  -  -  438  85 

Two-fifths,  individuals,         -  -  658  27 

t1'097  12 

DOUGLAS  B.  LAYNE,  Sup't. 


- 

$1,047  67f 

612 

74 

442 

00 

88 

40 

353 

60 

966 

34* 

- 

1,047  67f 

2,014  02 

300  00 

90 

00 

75 

00 

421 

90 

886 

90 
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LEEBBURG  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Leesburg   Turnpike    Company ,  for  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1851. 

Capital  subscribed  by  individuals — I  have  nothing  in  my  possession, 
only  the  printed  reports  by  the  state. 

Paid  by  individuals — I  have  to  make  the  same  reference. 

Due  by  individuals — I  know  of  none. 

Subscribed  and  paid  by  the  Board  of  public  works — I  do  not  know, 
only  by  reference  to  same  reports. 
Receipts  during  the  year,  from  Sept.  30,  1850,  to  Sept.  30, 

1851,  -  -  -  1,941  44 

Paid  to  Valley  Bank  at  Leesburg,  -  881  67 

Paid  president  and  directors,  -  60  00 

Paid  toll-gatherers,  -  -  185  00 

Paid  expenses  of  the  road,  (including  the  amount 

of  judgment  against  the  company,  and  the  am'nt 

paid  secretary  and  treasurer,)  -  642  98 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  treasurer,       -  171  79 


$1941  44  1941  44 

Dividends  since  the  incorporation  of  the  company,  sixth  July  1847. 

Debts  due  by  the  company — $  3,076  88  to  Valley  Bank  Leesburg. 

Debts  due  to  the  company — none  good  that  I  know  of. 

Property  held  by  the  company — none  but  the  road  and  toll-houses, 
and  a  few  tools. 

President's  salary  $  30 ;  three  directors  $  15  each. 

Joseph  Mead,  president ;  George  Rhodes,  M.  S.  McPherson  and 
J.  J.  Coleman,  directors. 

The  road  and  branch  to  Middle  turnpike  is  about  eighteen  miles — 
finished  and  in  good  repair. 

Four  toll-gates — salary  to  the  toll-gatherers  $  60  per  year. 

The  road  is  worked  by  hired  hands — superintendent  at  a  salary  of 
$170  per  year. 

S.  M.  Ross,  treasurer,  2£  per  cent,  for  money  received. 

A  map  of  the  road — the  company  have  none  made,  but  have  fur- 
nished one  heretofore. 


Leesburg,  Oct.  13,  1851. 
W.  R.  Drinkard,  Sec'y  B.  P.  W. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  above  is  the  report  of  the  state  of  the  Leesburg 
turnpike  company  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1851 — all  which  is 
correct  and  herewith  submitted. 

Yours,  &c. 

7  S.  M.  ROSS,  8t£  v 
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LITTLE  RIVER  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  10th  mo.  22d,  1851. 

W.  R.  Dbinkard,  Esq., 

Secretary  Board  P.  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 

Herewith  thou  will  please  receive  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  "  Little  river  turnpike  company," 
made  to  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting  held  in  Alexandria  on 
the  9th  day  of  April  last ;  also  the  report  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors to  the  Board  of  public  works,  made  up  to  the  1st  instant ;  which 
I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory. 

The  report  to  the  stockholders  was  approved,  and  the  president, 
directors  and  treasurer  of  the  last  year  were  unanimously  re-elected. 
The  dividend  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  declared  in  April  last, 
amounting  to  $  313  75  on  the  125}  shares  of  stock  held  by  the  Board 
of  public  works,  was  remitted  by  our  treasurer,  W.  C.  Page,  Esq.  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Virginia  on  the  4th  of  May  last. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  will  take  place  in 
Alexandria  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April  1852. 

Very  respectfully,  thy  friend, 

PHINEAS  JANNEY, 

PresH  L.  R.  Turnpike  Co. 


The  president  and  directors  of  the  Little  river  turnpike  company 
respectfully  report  to  the  stockholders,  in  general  meeting  assembled, 
that  they  have  examined  the  superintendent's  and  treasurer's  accounts 
and  vouchers  for  the  past  year  ending  the  31st  of  March  1851,  and 
ascertained  that  the  tolls  received  amount  to  the  sum  of  10,437  17 
To  which  add  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 

treasurer,  as  per  account  4th  April  1850,  -  1,152  59 

Making  the  sum  of        -  -  -  11,589  76 

And  that  there  has  been  expended  for  the 
last  year  as  follows : 
For  repairs  of  the  road,  including  superinten- 
dent's salary,        -  2,974  35 
Cash  paid  for  collecting  tolls  from  gate-keep- 
ers, 40  00 
Cash  paid  for  salaries  of  all  the  gate-keepers,  1,550  00 

salary  of  the  president,  -        100  00 

salaries  of  4  directors,  at  $  30 
each,  •  120  00 
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Cash  paid  for  treasurer's  commission  of  lj 

per  cent,  on  $  10,437  17  tolls,  156  55 
dividends,  as  per  treasurer's  list,  1,773  99 
state  tax  from  1843  to  1850,  as 

per  auditor's  receipt,  -       232  52 

E.  Snowden's  bill  for  printing 

tickets  &c.  -  -  15  50 

counterfeit    note  Valley    Bank 

Romney,     -  -  -  5  00 

Mr.  Clark,  for  2  shares  of  stock 

and  balance  of  dividends,  55  39 


7,023  30 


Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  per  his 

account,  ....  4,566  46 

To  which  add  7}  acres  of  land  (Gravel  Bank) 

in  Fairfax  county,  worth  -  -  150  00 

4,716  46 
From  which  deduct  undrawn  dividends,        -  1,353  86 


$3,362  60 


The  president  and  directors  further  report  to  the  stockholders,  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  the  3d  inst.,  they  declared  a  dividend  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  past  year,  payable  on  the  4th  day  of 
the  present  month,  and  that  due  notice  has  been  given  in  conformity 
with  the  charter. 

The  president  and  directors  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  the 
stockholders  that  the  road  is  now  in  good  order,  and  that  no  extraordi- 
nary outlay  will  be   required  unless   some  unexpected  occurrence 
should  happen  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
■  Since  our  last  annual  report  a  demand  has  been  made  upon  the 
company  for  a  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  our 
annual  dividends  since  the  passage  of  the  law  in  1843.     The  law  had 
been  overlooked,  and  after  examining  into  the  subject,  finding  that  it 
was  our  duty  to  pay  the  tax  according  to  law,  we  remitted  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  ana  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents  to  Richmond, 
as  per  the  auditor's  receipt  of  May  31, 1850,  entered  in  the  treasurer's 
account ;  and  the  tax  on  the  dividend  of  the  present  year  will  be  re- 
mitted in  a  few  days. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  PHINEAS  JANNEY,  President. 

HUGH  SMITH, 

ANTHONY  CHAS.  CAZENOVE, 
JOHN  MOORE, 
SAMUEL  MILLER,        Directors. 

A  true  copy — Teste,  Wash.  C.  Page,  TrcasW. 

Alexandria,  Va.9  April  9,  1851. 
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T 


v. .  :ij 


- .    -ver  turnpike  company 

.-jl.i.  that  since  their  an- 

l  ::.:jon  the  9th  of  April 

:i~  receipts  of  tolls  have 


-**.» 


4,566  46 


8,0S7  53 
of  r  ..^      -   3,805  71 

ixi:i-  -  *.-..  ^ate 

the  i*  &c.    1,589  05 

tor  5,394  76 

I  )  

82,692  77 

'::  dividends  and  materials  yet 
:  repair. 

°.  ji rectors  to  bring  the  subject  of 

•  ;;::ng  before  the  next  meeting  of 

•  ;-ivs  of  the  Board  of  public  works ; 

.  .v.  angc  being  made. 

: :  completed  and  so  reported,  and 

^    •;  our  books  that  ever  will  be  col- 

. .lends  yet  uncalled  for,  we  have 

.:  could  interest  the  Board  of  pub- 

.    •  zood  order,  and  that  we  intend  to 


PHINEAS  JANNEY,  President. 
HIGH  SMITH, 
A.  0.  CAZENOVE, 

Directors, 

Wash.  C.  Page,  TreasW. 


x*. 
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LYNCHBURG  AND  SALEM  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  Lynchburg  and  Salem  Turnpike  Co. 

Lynchburg,  Oct.  20,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  enclose  the  annual  return  of  this  company,  which  has 
been  ready  since  the  1st  of  the  month,  except  action  by  the  board  of 
directors,  who  did  not  meet  before  this  day. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

A.  TOMPKINS,  Cas. 
James  Brown,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor,  Richmond. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Lynchburg  and  Sahm   Turnpike  Company, 

30*A  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  110,963  05 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals 
737  shares,         -  -       80,963  05 

Subscribed  by  common- 
wealth 300  shares,  -       30,000  00 


110,963  05 

Tolls  received  from  commencement  to  date,  -         175,252  20 

Interest  received  on  money  loaned,  -  5  88 

Due  by  company  for  hire  of  slaves  to  keep  road  in 
repair,       ------  1,530  00 

Dividends  undrawn,  -  1,256  00 

Expended   in   constructing  road   from 
commencement  (1818)  to  date,         -         122,411  90 

Expended  in  repairing  road  from  com- 
mencement (1818)  to  date,  -  44,476  05 

Property  now  held  by  company — horses, 
wagons,  carts,  &c.  -  -  857  00 

Dividends  declared   from   commence- 
ment to  date,  -  -  -  79,691  50 

Taxes   paid  on   dividends  from  com- 
mencement to  date,  -  -  383  07 

Incidental  charges  from  commencement 
to  date,         -  758  75 

Salaries  from  commencement  to  date,  29,861  97 

Interest  paid  "  "  2,056  66 

Suspended  debts — delinquent  stock  sold 
and  purchased  by  the  company,       -  5,869  11 

Cash  on  hand,  -  -  -  2,641  12 


$289,007  13     289,007  IS 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  year. 

Balance  money  on  hand, 
Tolls  received  during  the  year, 
Interest  " 

Expended  in  salaries, 

"  repairs, 

persona]  property, 
incidental  charges, 

"  taxes  on  dividends, 

"  dividends  paid, 

Cash  on  hand,  - 


- 

4,571  62 

- 

8,496  48 

- 

6  88 

1,713  67 

3,188  62 

122  00 

12  32 

87  54 

5,308  71 

2,641  12 

$13,073  98 

13,078  98 

Dividend  declared  16th  October  1850,  $3  on  each  share. 
"  "         11th  June  1851,  $2  75     "  " 

By  order  of  the  board. 

A.  TOMPKINS,  Secretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Lynchburg  and  Salem  turn- 
pike company,  on  the  20th  October  1851,  ordered  that  the  above  an- 
nual return  of  the  company  be  certified  to  the  Board  of  public  works. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

A.  TOMPKINS,  Secretary. 


MAUTINSBURG  AND  POTOMAC  TURNPIKE  GOMPANY. 

Office  of  the  Martinsburg  and  Potomac 
Turnpike  Co.,  Oct.  16th  1851. 

Ti*  the  President  and  Directors 

of  t/ie  Board  of  Public  Works. 

(•KNTt.KMUN, 

lu  pursuance  of  the  2d  section  of  chapter  72  of  the  Code 
\»l  \  itiiiuiu,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  treasurer's  account  for 
I  he  pa^t  year,  with  a  list  of  the  officers,  &c.  of  the  Martinsburg  and 
IVu»m;ic  turnpike  company. 

The  IoUowiiiu  extracts  from  my  annual  report  to  the  individual 
McvklieMci*  will  give  you  the  condition  of  the  work,  being  now  nearly 
liut«lic\l ; 
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"  That  during  the  past  winter  some  additional  shares  of  stock  were 
obtained  by  the  board,  with  a  view  to  expend  it  in  capping  sections  12 
and  13;  the  amount  of  stock  thus  taken  being  insufficient  however  to 
that  end,  the  board  determined  to  apply  to  that  purpose  the  sum  of 
$503,  50,  which  was  deducted  by  them  from  the  contract  of  Massetta 
k  Kyne  for  a  deficiency  of  metal  upon  a  part  of  their  road  ;  and  they 
believe  now,  with  that  sum  (if  all  the  stock  subscribed  shall  be  secur- 
ed and  paid,)  they  will  be  enabled  to  cap  the  entire  line  of  road  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  charter." — "Of  the  contract  with 
Hamilton  Downs  &  Co.,  there  yet  remain  to  be  done  some  35  rods  of 
capping  on  section  21,  and  240  perches  of  capping  on  sections  19 
and  20,  and  some  cross  gutters  to  be  adjusted." 

"  The  river  division  of  the  road,  originally  under  contract  with 
Jer.  Sullivan,  and  abandoned  by  him  in  August  1850,  has  been  under 
contract  for  some  time  to  several  parties,  and  is  in  successful  progress 
towards  completion."  From  the  Potomac  river  to  the  bridge  (at  the 
Barton  house,)  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile,  John  Bisom  undertook  to 
cap  a  part  thereof  at  87}  cents  per  perch,  and  a  part  thereof  at  $1 
per  perch,  and  also  to  reduce  the  grade  of  the  river  hill  to  four  de- 
grees, for  $100.  He  will  finish,  in  accordance  with  his  contracts,  in  a 
tew  weeks."  "  The  capping  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Barton 
bridge  south  is  let  to  Jos.  D.  Barnes,  at  $1  per  perch,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  said  division  to  Andrew  Criswell  and  Jacob  Ward,  at  87}  per 
perch.  Upon  the  latter  three  divisions  the  stone  has  been  delivered 
upon  the  road  and  most  of  them  broken.  They  will  also  finish  in  a 
few  weeks." 

"  From  an  approximate  estimate  which  I  have  made  of  this  division 
of  the  road,  (Sullivan's,)  I  believe  it  will  be  completed  for  the  sum 
which  would  have  been  due  to  Sullivan  had  he  have  finished  it  under 
his  contract." — "  If  so,  the  stockholders  may  look  with  pleasure  to 
the  fact,  that  the  entire  line  of  road  will  be  finished  in  thirty  days, 
within  the  means  of  the  company,  without  creating  a  debt  which 
would  have  to  be  extinguished  hereafter  by  its  tolls." 

"  It  adso  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  one  toll-house  has 
been  erected,  one  mile  from  Martinsburg,  at  a  cost  of  8  257  09.  The 
company  have  been  receiving  tolls  since  the  6th  day  of  August  past. 

"  Estimating  from  the  tolls  received  for  the  first  month,  to  wit,  $  56, 
or  nearly  $  2  per  day,  it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  that  when  the  road  shall 
be  completed,  and  all  the  toll-gates  established  thereon,  that  the  work 
will  pay  some  dividend  to  the  stockholders." 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

DANIEL  BURKHART,  Fm't. 
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Office  Martixsburg  and  Potomac  Turnpike  Co. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Martinsburg  ami,  Potomac 
Turnpike  Company  to  the  President  and  Directors. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual  report,         -  201  81 

Add  receipts  during  the  year: 

For  capital  stock  received  from  individual'stockholders,  5,610  00 

For  capital  stock  received  from  Board  of  public  works,  8,265  00 

For  tolls  at  one  gate  for  one  month,             -  66  00 


Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
Paid  contractors  for  construction  of  road, 
Paid  superintendent  of  construction, 
Paid  Hunter  &  Hoge,  attorneys, 
Paid   Valley   Bank  interest  on  requisition 

on  Board  of  public  works    - 
Paid  for  building  toll  house,  posts  &c. 
Paid  for  advertising  and  contingencies, 
Paid  for  repairs, 


Balance  on  hand, 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directors. 

JOHN  H.  LIKENS,  Clerk. 


14,082  81 

,019  80 

100  00 

10  00 

8  66 

257  09 

28  25 

17  06 

13,440  86 

$591  96 

1.  A  list  of  private  stockholders  has  been  furnished. 

2.  A  complete  map  of  the  improvement  has  been  furnished. 

3.  Length  of  improvement  twelve  miles  finished — and  half  mile 
to  finish. 

4.  Mode  of  keeping  in  repair— employment  of  day  laborers  at  87} 
cents  nor  day. 

6.  The  average  cost  per  mile  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

0.  A  list  of  every  officer  or  agent  of  the  company,  to  wit :  Daniel 
Hurkluirt,  president — no  salary;  John  H.  Likens,  Charles  Downs, 
Jamrs  L.  Cunningham,  directors  appointed  by  the  Board  of  public 
works ;  Henry  Harris,  director,  elected  by  private  stockholders ; 
AlltMi  0.  Hammond,  director  appointed  by  president  and  directors,  in 
pl:uv  of  Kriwarri  Colston,  Esq.  dee'd  ;  John  H.  Likens,  treasurer — 
no  salary ;  John  II.  Likens,  clerk — no  salary;  Daniel  Burkhart,  su- 
pciinttMulcnt  of  construction — salary  $150  per  annum;  Robert  Kane, 
Hiilr-ktvpor — salary  $100  per  annum. 

JOHN  H.  LIKENS,  Clerk. 
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MARTINSBURG  AND   WINCHESTER  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  20th  Nov,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  Martinsburg  and 
Winchester  turnpike  company  for  the  year  ending  30th  September 
1851.  It  should  nave  been  made  earlier,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  the  board  together  for  the  last  two  months  until  a  few  days  since. 

Your  circular  calls  for : 

1.  A  list  of  private  stockholders,  which  you  have  enclosed. 

2*  A  map  of  the  improvement — also  enclosed. 

3.  Length  of  improvement  12  miles ;  all  finished  with  the  excep- 
tion of  3  or  4  miles  yet  to  dress  up  and  have  a  very  light  covering  of 
earth  put  on  it. 

4.  Mode  of  keeping  in  repair:  Three  of  the  directors,  Messrs* 
Snodgrass,  Peters  and  Matheys,  live  directly  on  the  road  and  at  con* 
venient  distances  apart,  to  take  charge  of  it ;  and  they  agree  to  super- 
intend the  repairs  of  the  four  miles  each  (which  covers  the  whole 
length  of  the  improvement)  without  any  other  compensation  than  the 
use  of  the  road  free  of  toll. 

6th*  Average  cost  per  mile,  S  2,306  67. 

List  of  officers — (The  president,  C.  J.  Faulkner,  resigned  ;)  Wm. 
T.  Snodgrass,  president  pro.  tern.,  no  compensation ;  George  Doll,  jr. 
treasurer  and  clerk,  no  compensation  ;  Joseph  Hoffman,  collector  of 
tolls,  gate  No.  1,  $  100  per  annum ;  John  Miller,  collector  of  tolls, 

Ete  No.  3,  $  100  per  annum.     The  gate-keepers  furnish  their  own 
uses. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  DOLL,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq.,  Sec'y.  6.  P.  W. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Martinsburg  and  Wincliester  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30*A  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  2S,450. 
Subscribed  by  individuals  455  shares,  at  $25,         -  11,375  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  683  shares,  at 

$25,  -  -  -  17,075  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  1,305  00 
Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  866  63 

8 
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Expended  in  construction  of  the  work  from  the 

commencement,  April  1850,  viz : 
Paid  John  P.  Kearfott,  engineer  and  superinten- 
dent of  construction 
Paid  George  A.  Porterfield,  assistant  engineer, 
Paid  chain  carriers,  rodmen  and  pin  drivers,  in 

locating,  - 

Paid  Francis  Peters,  for  removing  fences, 
Paid  Archibald  Lamar,  for  removing  fences, 
Paid  Wm.  T.  Snodgrass,  for  removing  fences  on 

Brown's  land, 
Paid  Virginia  Republican,  for  advertising, 
Paid  Martinsburg  Gazette,  for  advertising  and 

printing  blanks, 
Paid  for  blank  books, 
Paid  interest  to  Bank  of  the  Valley  June  12, 

1850, 
Paid  for  blank  certificates  of  stock, 
Paid  for  corporate  seal, 

Amount  Jerry  Sullivan's  contract  for 

12  miles  of  road,  -     27,680  00 

From  which  deduct  for  24  rods,  (short 

of  12  miles,)  -  -  172  00 


$27,508  00 


220 

00 

50 

00 

74  30 

55 

90 

37 

50 

24 

75 

12 

50 

24  75 

1 

12 

8 

50 

5 

00 

6 

00 

Paid  Jerry  Sullivan,  on  account  contract,  25,396  00 

Dennis  Kavanagh's  contract  for  dress- 
ing up  and  earthing  11  miles  of 
road,  -  -         $539  00 

Paid  Dennis  Kavanagh,  on  account  bis  contract,       312  31 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  -  63  66 


$28,450  00  28,450  00 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

GEORGE  DOLL,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
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MIDDLE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Middle  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year  endr 

ing  30th  September  1861. 

Capital  stock,  $60,000: 
Subscribed  and  paid  by  individuals,  and 

the  common  council  of  Alexandria,  36,100  00 

By  tbe  Board  of  public  works,  23,900  00 

$60,000  00 

Amount  received  from  lottery  funds  to  date — lottery 

authorized  by  congress,  -  -        28,200  00 

Amount  received  from  tolls  from  the  commencement 

to  date,        .....         13,180  81 


$101,380  81 


Receipts : 

Balance  on  hand,  per  last  report, 
Tolls  received. 


Expenses : 

Repairs  on  the  road, 

Salaries  and  incidental  charges, 

Balance, 


- 

339  95 

662  98 

$1,002  88 

301 

30 

» 

386 

98 

314  60 

$1,002  88 

The  road  is  seventeen  miles  long.  There  are  three  gate-keepers,, 
who  receive  a  compensation  of  $  75  a  year  each. 

The  president,  who  acts  as  treasurer,  receives  a  salary  of  $100  per 
annum. 

The  company  owes  about  $200  for  repairs  now  in  progress  on  the 
road,  and  materials  furnished. 

Tbe  president  and  directors  for  the  year  ensuing  are  as  follow: 
Cassius  F.  Lee,  president ;  Robert  Brockett,  Francis  L.  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin Waters,  directors  by  the  stockholders ;  Wm,  H.  Miller,  Daniel 
Minor,  directors  by  the  Board  of  public  works. 

A  list  of  stockholders  on  the  30th  September  is  hereto  annexed. 

CASSIUS  F.  LEE. 

Pres.  Middle  T.  Co. 


*>.  »: 


ri'RNPIKE  COMPANY. 


:* 


-^    - .  iru  directors  of  the  Millboro' 

submit  the  following  as  their 

■  *   .  -  ^.vJ  state  of  repair  ;  it  has  for 

.  .wrir-ictor  at  two  hundred  dollars 

....■.-;  ved  its  condition,  notwithstand- 

-   ,'tff ::  gradually  increasing.      The 

-..   .^c:r.g  the  1st  of  October  1S51,  is 

.«.  ..^  and  seventy-seven  cents.     The 

v\c  are  five  hundred  and  ninety-six 

^  cuv:.:g  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 

.-.-...«  and  ninety-two  cents. 

*  s:cc?:tied. 

JAMES  F.  HARPER,  President. 


.    V/.-v»v'  <"mZ  Carr's  Creek   Turnpike   Com- 
.1.  i'«*  rtJitig  October  1st,  1851. 

„.  x  .  m    ;•   ".A1  shares,  expended  in  the  construction 
♦  ,!s  n\vv,\i  :*^r  present  year, 


v  ,w.v.:ionwcalth, 
>    .v     x    :v;v:l  Mow, 


-.     ,«.  •     •    S.\r;!V#  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

. .  v ,    •  ■  :m:kL  per  last  report, 
%      "  "      .    nViober  1st,  1851, 

Amount  receipts, 


•  ■• 


*!Ov,    <*V.V- 


s  : 


»-*»urcallilt 


-.1.  ,*ih.»  >*■*  *V«"-*,nW' 


- 

438  77 

- 

376  00 

$814  77 

210  00 

126  00 

200  00 

60  85 

102  00 

115  92 

8S14  77 

}i  the  year 

. 

- 

438  77 

- 

376  00 

814  77 

200  00 

210  00 
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Dividends  paid  individuals,    -  126  00 

Officers'  per  diem  allowance,  -  -  31  00 

Incidental  expenses — treasurer  and  secretary,  29  85 

596  85 

Balance  on  hand,  -  -  217  92 

But  subject  to  unpaid  dividends,  -  -  102  00 

Exact  balance  on  band,  -  $  115  92 

E.  E. 

JACOB  M.  RUFF, 
Treas.  and  Sec.  o/M.  and  C.  C.  T.  Co. 


The  length  of  this  improvement  is  ten  miles,  costing  $  5,000  in  its 
construction. 

For  several  years  it  has  been  kept  in  repair  by  contract,  at  $  200 
per  yean 

The  toll  collector  receives  in  compensation  for  his  services,  15  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  tolls  collected. 

The  president  and  directors  receive  $  2  per  day  when  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company. 

The  treasurer  receives  3  per  cent,  on  the  nett  amount  of  receipts 
for  his  services  as  treasurer  and  secretary. 

JACOB  M.  RUFF, 
Secretary  of  M.  and  K.  C.  T.  Co. 


MOORFIELD  AND  ALLEGHANY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  Moorfibld  and  Alleghany  Turnpike  Co. 

October  27,  1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

GSHTLBMEN, 

I  send  you  herewith  enclosed,  the  annual  report  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Moorfield  and  Alleghany  turnpike 
company,  made  to  your  board.  If  anything  more  should  be  required, 
(tease  inform  me,  and  it  shall  be  furnished. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

THO'S  MASLIN,  Pres't. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Moorfield  and 
Alleghany  turnpike  company,  held  at  the  office  of  said  company  in 
Moorfiela  on  Friday,  the  24th  day  of  October  1851 : 

Present — Thomas  Maslin,  president ;  David  Vanmeter,  James  S. 
Miles,  Samuel  Babb  and  Abraham  A.  Inskeep,  directors. 

The  said  president  and  directors  make  the  following  (with  the  pa- 

Eers  herewith  sent,  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D,)  as  their  report  to  the 
ioard  of  public  works  of  the  "  progress  and  condition  of  their  work" 
on  the  30th  day  of  September  1851 : 

The  road  was  located  in  the  summer  of  1849,  and  a  contract  made 
with  Job  Sions  for  the  construction  thereof,  as  stated  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  of  the  said  president  and  directors. 

The  number  of  shares  of  stock  subscribed  for  by  individuals,  and 
by  the  Board  of  public  works,  are  also  stated  in  said  report.  You  were 
also  furnished  at  the  same  time  with  a  list  of  the  stockholders ;  and  as 
the  stock  was  all  taken  at  that  time  that  was  authorized  by  law,  it 
now  seems  unnecessary  that  we  should  furnish  another  list. 

No  part  of  said  road  is  yet  fully  completed,  but  it  is  now  confi- 
dently expected  that  the  whole  line  will  be  ready  for  toll  during  the 
month  of  November. 

The  amount  received  by  the  treasurer  on  account  of  individual 
stock  during  the  year  is  $  1391,  and  from  the  Board  of  public  works 
$  4748  79 ;  also  received  for  interest  on  stock  the  sum  of  $15  23. 
There  is  yet  to  be  received  from  individual  stockholders  the  sum  of 
$  716  50,  and  from  the  Board  of  public  works  the  sum  of  $1161  21. 
The  amount  expended  the  present  year  for  construction  is  $  4502  90, 
and  for  other  expenditures  (as  set  forth  in  schedule  A,)  the  sum  of 
$  249  06,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  the  sum  of  $1403  06. 

The  work,  as  far  as  done,  has  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  by 
the  engineer  of  the  company,  and  estimates  thereof  made  by  said  en- 
gineer, and  20  per  cent,  thereon  retained  as  security  for  its  comple- 
tion. 

As  no  part  of  said  road  is  fully  completed,  no  tolls  have  been  de- 
manded and  no  toll-gates  or  houses  yet  erected,  although  the  road  is 
in  such  a  state  as  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  pubhe.  It  is  now 
doubtful  whether  there  will  be  a  sufficient  amount  collected  from  the 
stockholders  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  certainly  not 
enough  to  pay  for  the  erection  of  toll-houses.  The  directors  will  there- 
fore be  compelled  to  rent  houses  on  the  road  and  establish  temporary 
gates  until  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  can  be  obtained  from  the 
legislature. 

The  company  own  no  property,  and  have  nothing  due  them  except 
for  stock  in  the  road. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  the  same  as  last  year,  viz :  Tho- 
mas Maslin,  president ;  A.  A.  Inskeep,  Solomon  Michael,  Sam'l  Babb, 
David  Vanmeter  and  James  S.  Miles,  directors ;  Charles  Lobb,  clerk ; 
8.  A.  McMcchen,  treasurer ;  M.  S.  Lovett,  engineer.  The  president, 
directors  and  clerk  have  thus  far  made  no  charge  for  their  services. 
The  treasurer  is  allowed  $  20  per  annum,  and  the  engineer  $  6  per 
day.  We  have  not  as  yet  employed  a  superintendent,  and  will  not 
until  the  road  is  completed. 
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The  stem  of  said  road  to  Petersburg  was  let  for  construction  to  Job 
Sions,  as  you  were  informed  in  our  last  annual  report,  and  portions  of 
it  were  relet  by  said  Sions  to  Smith  &  Athey  and  to  Ridgway  &  Bro- 
ther, and  was  completed  in  the  month  of  February  last.     The  direc- 
tors rented  a  house  and  established  a  gate  near  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, and  commenced  taking  toll  about  the  1st  of  March.     Henry 
Tholacre  was  appointed  gate-keeper,  and  receives  for  his  services  10 
per  cent,  upon  tne  amount  of  tolls  collected.     Job  Welton  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  and  for  his  services  he  and  his  family  are  to 
travel  the  stem  free  of  toll.     The  stem  when  located  and  let  for  con- 
struction was  12  miles  140  poles  long,  but  by  a  change  in  the  location 
of  the  main  road  the  stem  was  shortened  168  poles,  making  the  dis- 
tance when  completed  11  miles  292  poles ;  which  change  caused  a 
difficulty  in  our  settlement  with  Ridgway  &  Brother,  one  of  the  sub- 
contractors, (who  by  an  arrangement  between  the  parties  were  to  draw 
their  own  pay,)  they  claiming  pay  for  the  original  distance.     The  board 
of  directors  refused  to  pay  them,  and  filed  a  bill  of  interpleader,  and 
paid  the  amount  into  court,  which  now  awaits  its  decision. 

For  the  construction  of  the  stem  the  president  of  the  company  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  public  works  the  sum  of  $4500,  and  has 
paid  out  for  construction,  &c.  (as  set  forth  in  schedule  marked  C,)  the 
ram  of  $3792  58,  and  paid  into  court,  as  stated  above,  the  sum  of 
$627  35,  leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $80  07,  which  the  direc- 
tors (with  the  balance  of  the  fund  paid  into  court,  if  any,)  intend  to 
appropriate  towards  building  a  toll-house. 

The  superintendent  has  received  from  the  gate-keeper  on  the  stem, 
fer  tolls  to  1st  September,  the  sum  of  $82  19,  and  has  expended  in 
repairs  $72  13,  leaving  in  his  hands  $10  06,  as  per  schedule 
marked  D. 

THO'S  MASL1N,  Pres't 
M.  If  A.  T.  Co. 

Cha's  Lobb,  Clerk. 


[A.] 


Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Moorficld  and  Alle- 
ghany Turnpike  Company  for  the  year  ending  30  *A  September  1851. 

By  amount  received  from  individuals  on  account  of  stock,        1,391  00 

By  amount  received  from  Board  of  public  works  on  ac- 
count of  slock, 

By  amount  received  from  interest  on  stock, 

To  amount  due  treasurer,  per  last  annual 
report,  - 

To  amount  paid  land  damnges, 

To  amount  paid  sheriffs'  fees, 

To  amount  paid  clerks'  fees, 

To  amount  paid  fur  printing, 


- 

4,748  79 

- 

15  23 

15  80 

60  00 

1  40 

17  98 

13  75 
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To  amount  paid  M.  S.  Lovett,  engineer,  100  00 

To  amount  paid  S.  A.  McMechen,  trea-  _  ^  oo 

surer,  13 
To  amount  paid  postage,       - 
To  amount  paid  Job  Sions— several  sUb- 

colors  on  account  of  contraction,  4,602  90 

Balance  in  treasurer's  hands,  September  j  ^  w 

OOtb,  1861,  J. 


6,106  OS 


b£3i  Balance  in  ucsurert  nanoU,  broogb.  do™,       JM0300 

THOS.  MASLIN, 
Prenimt  M .  fr  X  T.  Go. 


[B.] 

tf  and  Alleghany   Turnpike  Compaq 
u,  the  30th  September  1861. 


6,000  01 


CaDital  stock,  $16,000 : 

a&M   b,   *.  coo.a~.~aUb   18.  ^  „ 

J^co^^  .ubscripu™  1W121 

An»oot  paid  oo  accooot  of  expenses  01  ^  M 

calico  and  engineers  «emc»,              .  39S  M 

Amount  p»d  for  tand W,^,  .  32  00 

iro^i^tr"*"0"™'1-  »•***> 

his  several  sub-contractors,  1  ^  ^ 

J  S15.015  28   16,016  j? 

THOS.  MASLIN, 
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[C.J 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Petersburg  Stem  to  the  Moorfield  and  Alleghany 
Turnpike  from  the  commencement  to  the  30th  Sept.  1851. 

By  amount  received  by  the  president 
from  the  Board  of  public  works,  4,500  00 

To  amount  paid  expenses  of  location,  in- 
cluding services  of  engineer,  -  93  00 

To  amount  paid  for  land  damages,      -  29  00 

To  amount  paid  on  account  of  construc- 
tion, ....  3,572  65 

To  amount  paid  for  building  bridge  in 
town  of  Petersburg,  -  -  13  00 

To  amount  paid  for  mile  posts,  -  12  00 

To  amount  paid  for  toll-gate  and  fixtures,  8  00 

To  amount  paid  for  printing  rates  of  toll,  3  00 

To  amount  paid  for  attorneys'  fees  and 
advice,         -  38  75 

To  amount  paid  costs  of  suit  with  Ridg- 
way and  others,       -  -  -  23  18 

To  amount  paid  into  court  on  bill  of  in- 
terpleader, being  the  balance  supposed 
to  be  due  Ridgway  &  Bro.,  sub-con- 
tractors,      -  450  05 

To  amount  paid  into  court  on  same  as 
above,  being  the  amount  claimed  by 
Ridgway  &  Bro.,  in  addition  to  the 
above  sum  of  $  450  05,        -  -  177  30 

To  balance  in  the  president's  hands  Sept. 
30,  1851,     ....  80  07 

$4,500  00        4,500  00 

THOS.  MASLIN,  President. 
9 
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ID.] 

Return  of  Job  Wdton,  Superintendent  of  the  Petersburg  Stem,  to  30th 

September  1851. 

Byjaraount  received  from  gate-keeper,  for  tolls  for 

quarter  ending  1st  June  1851,  -  45  55 

By  amount  received  from  same,  for  tolls  for  quar- 
ter ending  the  1st  September,  -  36  64 

To  amount  expended  for  repairs  from  1st  March  to 
30th  September,  -  -  -  72  13 

To  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent,  10  06 

$82  19       82  19 

aaasBBBBsas 

JOB  WELTON,  SuperitUendent. 


MORGANTOWN  AND  BRIDGPORT  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Fairmont,  Va.,  Nov.  7, 1861. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  you  the  annual  return  of  the  Mor» 
gantown  and  Bridgport  turnpike  company,  and  also  a  list  of  forty 
shares  of  additional  stock  subscribed,  on  which  I  am  directed  to  ask 
that  the  corresponding  number  of  shares  be  subscribed  by  the  Board 
of  public  works  on  behalf  the  state  under  the  act  of  last  session,  tt 
is  desired  that  the  subscription  be  made  immediately. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

THOS.  G.  WATSON, 
Sec'y  and  TreasW  M.  Sf  B.  T.  Co. 

Secretary  Board  P.  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Morgantown  and  Bridgport  Turnpike  Compcuuf 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock  subscribed,  %  11,725 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  199  shares,  at 

$  26  each,    -  4,975  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  270  shares, 

at  $  28  each,  ...  6,760  00 

Tolls  received  from  commencement,  164  16 
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Interest  received  of  stockholders,         -  3  37 

Amount    commonwealth's    subscription 

unpaid,         -  -  -  -  150  00 

Amount  individual  subscription  unpaid,  556  50 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  from 
commencement  to  date,  including  offi- 
cers' salaries,  location,  &c.  -  10,152  05 

Expended  in  land  damages,    -  -  751  00 

in  repairs,  -  7  50 

Casb  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1851,  as  per 
statement  below,      -  275  47 


Statement  of  Disbursements  during  ilie  year. 

Balance  on  hand,  per  last  annual  report,  465  57 

Receipts  during  the  year: 

For  capital  stock  of  individuals,  -  2,011  25 

For  capital   stock  of  Board  of  public 
works,  - 

Tolls  received  during  the  year, 

Interest  received  from  individual  stock- 
holders,       - 

Deduct  disbursements : 
For  construction,  - 

Officers'  salaries — superintendent,  inclu- 
ding last  year's  wages,  &c. 
Treasurer's  commission, 
Damages,         - 
Repairs  $  7  50 ;  postage  $5, 


3,000 

00 

164 

15 

3 

37 

4,239 

98 

446 

39 

125 

00 

545 

00 

12 

50 

$  11,892  52       11,892  52 


5,644  34 


6,368  87 


Amount  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1851,  $275  47 

By  the  above  the  Board  of  public  works  will  perceive  the  financial 
condition  of  this  company  on  the  30th  September  1851.  This  board 
takes  great  pleasure  m  announcing  that  the  entire  road  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. That  part  from  Morgantown  to  Bridgport  in  a  few  days  will  be 
finished.  The  road  is  well  made  and  of  great  utility,  passing  through 
one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the  Monongahela  valley.  It  is  encour- 
aging to  see  the  marks  of  improvement  already  commenced  in  the 
forms,  dwellings  and  buildings  of  every  kind,  shewing  clearly  the  good 
effects  of  a  good  road  in  the  country  through  which  it  passes.  We 
Wipe  at  an  early  period  of  the  ensuing  year  to  have  the  entire  road, 

including  that  in  the  first  and  amended  charter,  completed,  which  i* 
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above  fifty  miles.  We  have  been  a  little  pressed  for  funds,  but  the 
farmers  on  the  line  of  the  road  have  come  nobly  to  the  rescue  with 
their  money. 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT,  President. 

Thos.  G.  Watson,  Secretary. 


NEWMARKET  AND  SPERRYVILLE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Newmarket  and  Sperryville  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Whole  capital  stock  authorized  by  law,  $  115,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  1640  shares,  at  $  25  each,  41,000  00 

"  commonwealth,  2460     "  "  61,500  00 

Expended  from  commencement  (1849)  to  date,  viz: 
Grading  and  metaling  30 J 

miles  road,        -  -       86,644  92 

Smith's  creek  bridge,        -        2,324  50 
Shenandoah  "  -         9,759  50 

Hawk's  Bill  "  -         2,266  08 


Land  damages,     -  -  3,200  00 

Survey  and  location,  -  300  00 

Officers'  salaries,  -  3,000  00 

Expenses  of  directory,  -  150  00 

Stationery  and  printing,  -  155  00 

Incidental  expenses,  -  18  23£ 


100,995  00 


6,823  23£ 


Total  expenditure,  107,818  23£ 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September,  as  per 

statement  below,  -  611  80| 

Nott  balance  due  by  company  to  date,  8,930  04 

$108,430  04      108,430  04 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  an- 
nual renort,  -  -  11,522  79 

Add  receipts  from  all  sources  during 
the  vear,       -  -  -  90,977  21 

Total  receipts,  102,500  00 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year,  viz : 
Construction,  -  -  '        82,549  57i 
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Officers1  salaries,          -      "      -            -  1,500  00 
Land  damages,             ...  975  00 
Expenses  of  directory,               -            -  80  50 
Disbursements  of  the  year,  per  last  an- 
nual report,               -  16,783  12 

Total  disbursements,  101,888  19J 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  $611  80f 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

F.  H.  JORDAN, 
Clerk  N.  M.  and  S.  V.  T.  Co. 


NORTH  BRANCH  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Board  P.  Works  of  Va.  and  the 

Stockholders  Moorfield  Sf  North  Branch  T.  Co. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Moorfield  and  North 
Branch  turnpike  company  report  to  the  Board  of  public  works  and 
stockholders,  that  since  their  last  annual  report  of  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  this  improvement,  the  then  un6nished  portion  of  the  road  from 
North's  mill  or  upper  tract  to  Franklin  has  been  nearly  completed.  Eight 
miles  of  it  have  been  under  toll  since  about  1st  July — tne  remainder, 
five  and  a  quarter  miles,  it  is  expected  will  be  finished  by  1st  November. 
All  the  balance,  viz :  from  North's  mill  or  upper  tract  to  the  north 
branch  of  Potomac  has  been  completed  and  under  toll  since  the  1st  of 
January  of  the  present  year.  The  road  is  now  in  beautiful  order  for 
travel  and  transportation,  and  is  found  to  be  of  great  utility.  Much 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  securing  the  completion  by  the  con- 
tractors of  that  part  of  their  road  from  North's  mill  to  Franklin  in  the 
manner  they  contracted. 

The  time  in  which  they  contracted  to  finish  the  work  has  long  since 
elapsed,  but  it  was  deemed  most  expedient  to  extend  the  period  of  its 
completion  until  1st  November  next,  rather  than  enter  into  any  new 
contracts.  The  road  being  as  yet  new,  and  the  side  cuts  being  nu- 
merous, and  in  some  places  very  deep,  it  was  soon  necessary  to  incur 
a  large  expenditure  ot  money  to  remove  the  obstructions  incident  1o  a 
new  rbad  and  to  keep  it  in  good  traveling  condition.  These  difficulties 
are  lessening  daily,  and  for  the  future  the  board  hopes  to  be  able  to 
report  a  steady  increase  of  tolls  sufficient  to  keep  in  good  condition 
and  to  pay  all  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  its  supervision.  The 
amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  finished  portions  from  the  1st  January 
to  the  30th  September  is  $1,326  77,  (exclusive  of  salaries  to  gate 
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keepers)  which  has  been  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  road,  the  pur- 
chase of  requisite  implements  and  the  salary  of  superintendents.  The 
total  expenditure  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  for  every  object 
has  been  $  40,844  29.  The  entire  length  of  the  road  is  84  miles,  lb* 
average,  therefore,  including  all  costs  of  every  description  to  the  pre- 
sent time  in  the  construction  of  their  road,  has  been  $  557  66  per  mile. 
It  is  not  improbable  but  this  improvement  (which  is  of  great  value  to 
this  valley,)  may  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  yield  a  dividend  of  toll 
beyond  its  expenses ;  but  even  if  it  should  not  furnish  to  the  stockhol- 
ders and  state  a  dividend  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  money  expended 
in  its  construction,  they  will  be  amply  remunerated,  by  the  increased 
value  given  to  their  property,  the  impulse  to  business  and  all  the  sub- 
stantial benefits  which  such  an  improvement  is  calculated  to  confer 
upon  all  who  live  within  its  reach.  Accompanying  this  report  will 
be  found  the  treasurer's  report,  shewing  the  particular  items  of  expen- 
diture, and  the  present  condition  of  its  finances. 

Daniel  R.  McNeill  is  president  of  the  company ;  Samuel  H.  Alex- 
ander, treasurer;  N.  Kuykendall,  superintendent  and  clerk;  William 
McCoy  and  F.  R.  Seymour,  directors  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders ; 
G.  D.  Barbee,  Doct.  J.  W.  Moore,  and  William  P.  Stump,  directors 
on  the  part  of  the  state.  N.  Kuykendall  receives  a  salary  of  $300  per 
annum  ;  the  treasurer  receives  a  compensation  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
the  expenditure  of  last  year.  No  other  officers  of  the  company  (except 
the  gate  keepers)  have  made  any  charge  for  their  services ;  the  com- 
pensation to  the  gate-keepers  is  ten  per  cent,  (except  two  of  them ;) 
they  receive  each  five  dollars  per  month. 

By  order  of  the  board.  •* 

DANIEL  R.  McNEILL,  President. 

Attest, 

N.  Kuykendall,  Clerk. 


Return  of  the  Moorfitld  and  North  Branch   Turnpike  Company  for  the 

year  ending  %0th  September  1851. 

Cnpital  stock,  S  55,500: 
Subscribed  by  individuals  376  shares,  at  $  50,  18,800  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  564  shares,  at  $50,  28,200  00 


$47,000  00 


Receipts : 
From  individual  stockholders  from  30th  Sept. 

1S30  to  rtOih  Sept.  1851,  -  3,597  29 

From  commonwealth  from  30lh  Sept.  1850 

to  aoth  Sent.  1851,  -  10,07612 

Ouo  from  individual  stockholders,  330  92 

l>ue  from  commonwealth,  -  499  14 
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Disbursements  since  30th  Sept.  1860,  viz: 
In  construction,  building  bridges,  finishing, 

superintendent's  salary,  &c. 
Land  damages, 
Sheriffs'  and  clerks'  fees, 
Attorneys'  fees, 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 
Amount  retained,  per  error  against  myself  on 

amount  reported  as  received  from  stale  last 


Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer, 


,166 

ig 

67.1 

00 

87 

64 

75  00 

25 

77 

60 

70 

M0 

MS 

096 

06 

1 14,503  47  14,503  47 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  superintendent  reports  as  received  for 
tolls  (exclusive  of  salaries  of  gate  keepers,)  the  sum  of  1 1,326  77 
from  the  1st  January  1851  to  the  30th  September  1S51,  and  that  he 
has  paid  out  for  repairs,  purchase  of  materials,  his  salary,  &c,  the  sum 
of  $  1,350  15,  leaving  a  balance  due  him  of  $  23  38.  There  is  due 
also  to  the  contractor,  for  the  construction  of  the  road  from  North's  mill 
to  Franklin,  1 1,285.  To  meet  this  the  company  have  in  the  hands  of 
their  treasurer  the  sum  of  1 695  05 ;  and  there  is  due  from  stock- 
holders, supposed  to  be  good,  the  sum  of  1 93  11,  and  from  the  state, 
■s  its  proportion  of  this  amount,  the  sum  of  $  139  66,  making  a  total 
of  <  937  83,  which  leaves  a  deficiency  of  $  367  18. 

SAML.  H.  ALEXANDER,  Treat'r, 

M.  if  N.  B.  T.  Co. 

October  23,  1861. 


r 
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NORTH  FREDERICK  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Winchester,  Nov.  4,  1851. 

W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  B.  P.  W.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir, 

The  cause  of  delay  in  this  report  has  been  the  very  late  date  of 
the  receipt  of  your  circular,  it  not  having  been  received  until  late  tn 
October.  Annexed  we  hand  you  a  short  statement  of  the  financial 
state  of  the  road.  The  road  is  progressing  rapidly  in  being  construc- 
ted. The  road  is  in  that  condition  that  a  more  full  report  cannot  be 
made  at  present.  As  the  entire  survey  is  not  complete  we  are  unable, 
to  furnish  a  map  at  present,  but  hope  to  do  so  shortly.  A  list  of  private 
stockholders  accompanied  our  draft  in  June  last,  to  which  we  refer 

you. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MILTON  BAKER,  Clerk. 


Return  of  the  slate  of  the  North  Frederick  Turnpike  Company  to  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  13,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  208  shares,  at  $25  each,       -         5,200  00 
"  commonwealth  312     "  "  -         7,800  00 

Due  by  company  for  money  borrowed,  viz : 
To  banks,        ......         1,300  00 

"  individuals,  .  -  -  -  -         1,618  31 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 

unpaid,         -  -  4,684  50 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  511  00 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  from 
commencement,  March  to  Nov.  1, 
1851: 
For  grading,  macadamizing,  planking,  &c.       10,682  81 
Land  damages,  -  -  -  40  00 


$15,918  31     15,918  31 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  president  and  directors. 

J.  MILTON  BAKER,  Clerk. 
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PITTSYLVANIA  AND  LYNCHBURG  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Lynchburg,  22d  Oct.,  1851. 
J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

I  send  herewith  the  report  of  our  secretary  and  trea- 
surer, shewing  the  situation  of  our  company  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  last  month.  The  business  of  our  road  has  gone  on  so 
much  in  the  ordinary  course  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
further  remark. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  report  the  board  of  directors  proceeded 
to  declare  a  dividend  of  three  dollars  per  share  on  the  stock  of  the 
company  payable  on  the day  of  next  month,  subject  to  a  deduc- 
tion of  the  amount  of  state  tax  on  it.  They  also  directed  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  capital  stock  that  appears  in  the  report  to  be  made  up 
out  of  the  money  on  hand.  The  deficiency  of  $  53  on  the  part  of 
the  state  will  of  course,  I  suppose,  be  deducted  from  her  portion  of 
the  dividend. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

HENRY  DAVIS, 
President  of  P.  and  L.  T.  Co. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Pittsylvania  and  Lynchburg  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  SOth  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  17,500 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  210  shares,  at 

$  50  each,    -  10,500  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  144  shares, 

at  $  50  each,  ...  7,000  00 

Tolls  from  commencement  work  to  date,  25,298  27 

Due  by  the  company — money  bor- 
rowed &c.,  viz : 
To  toll  keepers  and  road  contractors,    -  657  80 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid : 
Amount    commonwealth's    subscription 

unpaid,         ....  53  00 

Amount  individual  subscription  unpaid,  79  50 

Due  to  company  other  than  on  ac- 
count of  stock : 
On  bond  or  note,  nothing. 

On  open  account,  -  -  -  29  95 

Expended  in  construction  of  work 
from  commencement  of  same  to 
this  date,  viz : 
Purchase  of  old  bridge  site  over  Staunton 
river,  and  rebuilding  the  same,  -  9,568  91 

10 
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Building  bridge  over  Child's  creek,       -  600  00 

Building  road,  -  -  -  10,451  75 

Damages  on  land,         -  693  89 

Purchase  of  lots  and  building  toll  houses,  469  11 

Incidental  expenses,    -  1,233  37 

Expended  in  repairs  for  the  same 
period,  viz : 
Repairs  to  road  and  bridge,    -  -  11,049  83 

Toll-keepers'  salaries,  -  -  5,984  33 

Officers'  salaries,         -  -  -  2,134  70 

Property  now  held  by  company,  viz : 
Bank  and  other  stocks,  nothing. 
Negroes,  real  estate  and  other  property, 

nothing;. 
Dividends  declared  from  commencement, 

nothing. 
Cash  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1851,  as  below,  1,207  73 


$43,456  07     43,456  07 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  far  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  report, 
Amount  of  tolls  received,    - 


Disbursements  within  the  year,  viz : 
For  repairs,  - 

Paid  officers'  salaries,         - 
Paid  toll-keepers'  salaries, 
Debts  paid,  $  657  80 ;  interest  paid,  $  11  59, 


302  53 
2,276  83 

2,579  36 

315  68 
210  05 
176  61 
669  39 

1,371  63 

t 

*1,207  73 

Balance  on  hand,    - 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directed s, 

F.  S.  MILLER,  See'y  and  Treair. 


Length  of  road  25|  miles ;  3  toll-gates,  including  toll-bridge  over 
Staunton  river.  Compensation  to  toll  keepers :  John  Roach,  at  toll- 
bridge,  salary  $  150 ;  Howell  Robinson,  second  toll-gate,  $  125 ;  Nuby 
Johnson,  first  toll-gate,  $  140.  The  road  is  let  to  the  lowest  bidder 
for  repairs.  W.  B.  Morriss  takes  one-half  the  road,  at  $  200,  and 
Jesse  IVf.  Goodman  the  remaining  half,  at  $200. 

Henry  Davis,  Esq*,  president,  and  S.  NoWlin,  D.  J.  Warwick,  Jas. 
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C.  Hunt,  M.  C.  Newhall,  Samuel  M.  Corkle,  H.  Dunnington  and  F. 
8.  Miller,  directors*  F.  S.  Miller,  secretary  and  treasurer — his  com- 
pensation 4  per  cent,  on  amount  collected.  Samuel  Nowlin  super- 
intendent, compensation  $  160  per  annum. 

F,  S.  MILLER,  Sec'y  and  Treas'r. 


RED  AND  BLUE  SULPHUR  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

A  return  of  the  state  of  the  Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  SOth  September  1851. 

Capital  stock  of  said  road : 

Amount  subscribed  by  individuals,       ...        7,500  00 

Amount  subscribed  by  state,    -  -  5,000  00 

Amount  subscribed  by  individuals,  additional 

subscription,  ...  3,685  00 

Amount  subscribed  by  state,  additional  sub- 
scription, -  2,456  66 

$7,456  66      11,185  00 

The  road  commences  at  Red  Sulphur  springs,  and  terminates  at 
Blue  Sulphur ;  length  32$  miles,  on  which  there  are  three  toll-gates. 
The  road  is  kept  up  by  hands  and  teams  hired  by  the  company  and 
paid  by  the  day. 


■-r 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Roqtf  for  the  year  effing 

30th  of  September  1851. 

Amount  on  hand  at  the  last  annual  report,  nothing. 
Amount  received  this  year  at  Neil's  gate, 
Amount  received  this  year  at  middle  gate, 
Amount  received  this  year  at  Muddy  creek  gate, 


Cb. 
By  amount  paid  acc't  for  work  at  Neil's, 
By  com'n  for  collecting  tolls  at  Neil's, 
By  amount  paid  for  work  and  com'n  at  middle 

gate,  - 

By  amount  paid  for  work  and  com'n  at  Muddy 

creek,  - 


223 

70 

16 

82 

120 

87 

275 

95 

22 

74 

86 

31 

128  94 

360  39 


508  H 


Deficiency  for  the  last  year,  $148  55 
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No  dividends  have  ever  been  declared  on  this  road,  and  I  do  not 
think  ever  will  be. 

An  appropriation  was  made  last  year  by  the  legislature  of  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  company,  build  a 
bridge  across  Indian  creek,  and  repair  the  road.  The  debts  have  been 
paid  out  of  that  sum ;  the  bridge  is  under  construction,  and  the  road 
repairing,  which,  when  completed,  will  consume  the  amount. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

ALEX'R  DUNLAP,  Treasurer. 


List  of  Officers  in  the  Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  Turnpike  Company. 

Addison  Dunlap,  president ;  Alex'r  Dunlap,  secretary  and  treasu- 
rer ;  Jeremiah  Tracy,  Wilson  Lively,  state  directors ;  Ja's  M.  Haynes, 
Jos.  R.  Hill,  William  Ellis,  company  directors. 


ROCKYMOUNT  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  Rockymount  Turnpike  Co. 
Lynchburg,  Oct.  18th,  1851. 

James  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

I  hand,  enclosed,  the  annual  return  of  the  company ;  a  re- 
port of  the  president  and  directors,  shewing  the  progress  and  condi- 
tion of  the  work ;  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  shewing  the  amount  due 
from  each  stockholder ;  and  also  the  amount  due  from  the  state. 

Hoping  that  all  will  be  found  correct  and  satisfactory, 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

STEPHEN  C.  HURT,  Treas. 


Office  of  the  Rockymount  Tttrnpikb  Co. 

October  1861. 

James  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

The  statement  of  the  treasurer,  herewith  submitted,  will 
shew  the  condition  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  company  on  the  30th 
September  last* 
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completed  to  Rockymount,  a  distance  of  fifty 
•.  mIi  ii  few  exceptions,  in  fine  condition.     Many  of 
the  soil  was  bad  have  been  paved  and  otherwise 
•  'ice  now  on  the  road  is  still  ernploj?cd  in  that  bu- 
•Mipe  to  have  and  keep  it  in  such  condition  as  even 
months  to  justify  us  requiring  toll  all  the  time, 
to  state,  in  consequence  of  the  modification  of  the 
i   charter  which  confined   us  to  the  expenditure  of  a 
rast  of  Floyd  courthouse — passed  by  the  last  legis- 
iows  us  to  expend  a  sufficient  amount  out  of  the  ea- 
our  company  east  of  Floyd  courthouse,  to  complete 
.i  of  our  road  from  Rockymount  with  the  mountain  sec- 
v.*  heretofore  made.     Crossing  the  Alleghany  mountain, 
•l  enabled  to  procure  the  necessary  subscription  from  pri- 
•  lunls,  with  the  state's  quota,  to  put  the  road  under  con- 
survey  and  location  having  heretofore  been  made  by  the 
•f  our  company.     It  was  deemed  advisable  to  let  this  road 
•  r  its  location,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  that  pur- 
-\-\  has  entered  into  contracts  for  its  construction,  subject  to 
;roval  of  the  board,  on  terms  regarded  as  favorable,  and  to  be 
•:  led  during  the  ensuing  year. 

:n  sanguine  in  my  anticipations  as  to  the  important  benefits  that 

accrue  in  the  tolls  on  our  road,  as  well  as  the  great  accomnioda- 

:  it  will  afford  the  travel  from  that  distant  portion  of  our  state  west 

•he  mountains,  by  this  connection.     Our  road  will  connect,  when 

.i-  gap  of  fourteen  miles  is  completed,  at  its  western  terminus  with 

:jc  turnpike  made  on  state  account,  passing  on  by  Floyd  courthouse 

Co  Hillsville  in  Carroll  county,  affording  all  that  heretofore  unfavored 

section  of  country  a  continuous  turnpike  to  Lynchburg,  their  favorite 

and  main  market. 

I  am  sorry  to  state  that  our  company  has  been  unable  to  meet  its 
obligations  to  the  contractors  for  tne  construction  of  our  road  under 
the  last  contract,  extending  to  Rockymount,  promptly.  The  exact 
amount  of  their  claims  not  yet  ascertained.  There  is,  however,  a  con- 
siderable balance  due  the  company  from  private  stockholders,  and  also 
from  the  commonwealth,  which,  when  collected  and  applied,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  reduce  the  amount  of  the  company's  liabilities  to  an  amount 
that  can  be  paid  out  of  the  tolls,  after  deducting  the  current  expenses 
of  keeping  the  road  in  order,  &c. 


Very  respectfully , 


PLEASANT  PRESTON,  PraU 

Rockymount  Turnpike  Co. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Rockymount  Turnpike  Company  far  the  year 

ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  31,875  : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  616  shares,  at  825  each,  12,900  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  789  shares,  at  825  each,        18,976  00 

Due  by  the  company : 
M.  B.  Nowlin,  contractor,  for  estimates  unpaid,  -        3,369  07 

Toll  account — for  the  whole  amount  of  tolls  collected 

to  this  date,    -  1,691  24 

Citizen's  savings  bank,  for  this  sum  borrowed  of  them 

to  pay  contractor,  -  6,000  00 

L.  H.  Brown,  balance  due  him,  -  -  10  50 

Amount    commonwealth's    subscription 

unpaid,  -  -  2,500  25 

Amount  of  individual  subscription   un- 
paid, -  -  1,419  00 
Expended  in  construction  of  the  road 
from  commencement  to  this  date,  viz : 
For  construction  of  the  road,                          26,045  43 
Repairs  of  road,                      -  880  02 
Paid  for  two  mules,  one  cart,  and  other 
tools  now  used  by  hands  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair,                      -                             250  00 
Paid  J.  W.  Dudley,  former  treasurer, 
amount  his  salary,  being  3£  per  cent, 
on   $27,641  87,   collected    and    dis- 
bursed by  him,                    -                             961  15 
Paid  toll-gatherers  their  salaries  up  to 

this  date,        -  -  328  42 

Paid  interest  on  money  borrowed  of  the 
Citizen's  savings  bank,  &c.     -  177  48 

Insurance  on  bridges,  -  34  25 

Clerk's  and  sheriff's  tickets  for  summon* 
ing  juries  to  assess  damages  for  right 
of  way,  &c.  -  67  82 

Incidental  expenses,  viz :  printing  blanks, 

advertising,  blank  books,  &c.  181  03 

Engineer's  expenses  in  surveys,  locations, 

superintendence  of  construction,  &c.  3,999  23 

Nowlin  and  Moseley,  8,433  65 

[The  above  amount  appears  to  be  due 
from  them  by  the  books,  they  having  esti- 
mates to  come  in,  it  having  been  impos- 
sible to  get  a  settlement  of  their  account.] 
Land  damages  from  commencemement 

to  this  date,  -  1,125  91 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  annexed,  552  27 

$41,946  81     $41,946  81 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  money  on  hand,  per  last  an- 
nual report,  -  -  203  34 

Capital  stock — amount  received  from  in- 
viduals,         -  -  -         1,104  00 

Capital  stock — amount  received  from 
Board  of  public  works,     -  -         6,368  76 

Tolls  collected  from  commencement,       -         1,691  24 
Disbursements  during  the  year : 

For  construction  of  road,      -  -  4,669  74 

For  pay  of  treasurer  from  commence- 
ment to  time  of  his  resignation,  22d 
January  1861,  -  -  961  16 

For  salary  of  toll-gatherers  at  five  gates, 
from  commencement  to  date,  -  260  64 

For  salary  of  superintendent  from  1st 
January  to  10th  June  1861,  at  $176 
per  year,       ...  77  78 

For  engineer's  salary  for  January  and 
February  1860,  two  months,  at  $1000 
per  annum,  -  -  166  66 

Paid  bills  for  subsistence  of  engineers, 
hand  hire,  &c.  while  engaged  in  loca- 
tion, ...  172  08 

For  land  damages,  -  -  186  00 

For  repairs  of  road  from  commencement 

to  this  date,  including  pavement,  &c.  880  02 

Paid  for  two  mules,  160  00 

Paid  for  one  cart,  40  00 

Paid  for    harness,  and  other 

tools,  60  00 


260  00 


Paid  Lynchburg  fire  insurance  com- 
pany insurance  on   $760  for    Otter 

bridge,  and  $1,600  on  Staunton  river 

bridge — in  all  -  34  26 

Clerks'  and  sheriffs'  tickets  summoning 

juries,  &c.  in  securing  right  of  way,       -  36  11 

Incidental  charges — paid  J.  T.  W.  Read, 

former  president,   and   Alex.  Irvine, 

account  for  expenses   incurred  while 

engaged  in  business  of  the  turnpike, 

and  printing  blanks,  &c.  -  63  16 

Interest  account — for  interest  paid  on 

loan  from  Citizens  savings  bank,  and 

other  dues  from  company,  -  177  48 

Balance  cash  on  hand,  -  -  662  27 

$8,367  33     $8,367  33 


1 
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Office  of  the  Rockymount  Turnpike  Co., 

October  18,  1851. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  day,  the  foregoing 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  was  read,  approved,  and  or- 
dered to  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  public  works. 

STEPHEN  C.  HURT,  Clerk. 


The  length  of  this  improvement  is  fifty  miles.  The  number  of  toll- 
gates  is  five.  The  compensation  allowed  the  toll-gatherers  is  $100 
per  annum  at  one  gale,  $75  per  annum  at  three  gates,  and  $50  per 
annum  at  the  other  gate.  The  road  is  kept  in  repair  by  employing 
hands  for  that  purpose  by  the  company,  with  an  overseer,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  president.  There  is  no  map  of  the  improve- 
ment. In  consequence  of  a  failure  to  make  a  settlement  with  all  the 
contractors,  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  cost  per  mile  of  making  the 
road. 


List  of  the  President,  Directors  and  other  Officers. 

Pleasant  Preston,  president ;  Charles  H.  Lynch,  Lynchburg,  John 
S.  Hale,  Franklin,  Alexander  Irvine,  Bedford,  Henry  Davis,  Lynch- 
burg, Samuel  McCorcle,  directors. 

The  president  is  allowed  a  salary  of  $176  per  annum  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  road. 

Stephen  C.  Hurt,  treasurer  and  secretary,  compensation  not  fixed ; 
Thomas  Wood,  toll-gatherer  1st  section,  salary  $100;  William 
Overstreet,  2d  section,  $75;  Joseph  Meador,  3d  section,  $76;  Bern. 
Betz,  4th  section,  $75 ;  Luke  Gwilliams,  5th  section,  $60 ;  Creed  T. 
Hubbard,  overseer,  salary  $150. 

Six  hands  a  portion  of  the  year  are  now  employed— only  four 
slaves;  hire  $100  per  annum. 

STEPHEN  C.  HURT,  Treasurer. 


RUSSELL  AND  WASHINGTON  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Russell  and  Washington  turnpike 
company  report  to  the  Board  of  public  works  as  follows : 

Since  the  last  report,  an  appropriation  of  $  1,250  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  has  been  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly,  passed  March  15th,  1851,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
with  the  original  and  former  appropriations,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  whole  line  of  road  from  its  commencement  at  the  Cum* 
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berland  gap  and  Price's  turnpike  in  Russell  county,  to  the  Saltworks 
in  Washington  county,  with  liberty  to  the  company,  by  authority  of 
said  act  of  March  15th,  1851,  to  construct  a  plank  road  from  the 
North  fork  of  Holston  to  the  terminus  at  the  Saltworks,  a  distance 
of  about  one  mile  and  three-quarters.  The  directors  had  a  resurvey 
made  of  a  site  for  this  part  of  said  road,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  location  and  lowering  the  grade  for  a  plank  road  between 
said  two  points  ;  and  after  considering  the  character  of  the  ground 
over  which  it  would  have  to  be  taken,  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  a  plank  road  ought  to  be  made  in  preference  to  a  dirt  turnpike 
or  a  macadamized  road,  as  the  character  of  the  ground  would  forbid 
the  practicability  of  either  of  the  latter,  and  accordingly,  on  the  5th 
day  of  July  1S51,  offered  the  same  for  contract ;  but  no  person  bid- 
ding for  the  same  for  the  sum  appropriated,  (to  wit,  S  1,250,)  except 
Thomas  L.  Preston  of  Smyth  county,  and  that  with  certain  privileges 
to  be  guaranteed  to  him — and  it  appearing  to  the  board  tnat  there 
was  no  probability  of  getting  a  more  favorable  proposition  than  Mr. 
Preston's  to  construct  said  plank  road — his  proposition  was  accepted 
by  the  board,  and  is  in  substance  as  follows  : — He  takes  the  whole  of 
the  individual  stock,  being  20  shares,  amounting  to  $500,  which  will 
authorize  the  directors  to  draw  for  the  state's  share,  $  750  ;  and  for 
this  capital  he  is  to  construct  a  plank  road  from  the  North  fork  of 
Holston  river  to  the  Saltworks,  eight  feet  wide,  with  elevated  side- 
ways, throwing  up  the  earth  to  a  proper  height,  and  making  the 
space  between  the  side  ditches,  which  are  to  drain  the  road,  25  feet 
wide,  including  the  measurement  on  the  plank,  and  to  complete  the 
road  between  the  points  aforesaid  by  the  1st  day  of  January  1852; 
and  he  is  to  keep  said  road  in  good  repair  at  his  own  expense  for  the 

Eriod  of  five  years  from  the  time  when  it  shall  be  completed,  and 
ive  it  at  the  end  of  said  term  in  like  good  repair ;  and  in  addition 
to  the  tolls  which  his  own  stock  (viz :  S500)  would  entitle  him  to,  to 
be  exempted  from  tolls  for  his  own  wagons,  teams,  carriages,  horses, 
and  all  kinds  of  stock  which  he  may  have  under  his  control  or  subject 
to  his  control,  or  for  his  use,  that  may  pass  either  way  on  said  plank 
road  during  his  life ;  and  at  his  deatn,  this  privilege  to  vest  in  the 
owners  of  the  Preston  estate  at  the  Saltworks,  by  their  bearing  one- 
half  the  expenses  of  keeping  said  plank  road  in  repair.  Said  privi- 
lege granted  him  is  not  to  be  transferred,  either  by  sale  or  lease,  du- 
ring his  lifetime. 

The  directory  would  state,  that  only  three  sections  of  said  road 
have  as  yet  been  fully  completed  and  received,  namely,  section  No.  1, 
undertaken  by  Andy  F.  Hendricks ;  section  No.  5,  one  of  the  three 
sections  undertaken  by  James  Culbertson  ;  and  section  No.  7,  under- 
taken by  Viver  M.  Mead,  (being  only  one  mile  and  270  poles.) 

The  section  undertaken  by  Andrew  C.  Ferguson  is  expected  to  be 
finished  bv  the  1st  of  December  next. 

The  section  taken  by  Aaron  L.  Hendricks  will  not,  it  is  probable, 
be  completed  by  the  1st  of  January  next. 

And  the  two  unfinished  sections  in  James  Culbertson's  contract 
have  been  worked  out  only  in  part,  and  it  is  uncertain  when  they  will 

11 
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be  finished,  though  there  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  time  past, 
a  number  of  hands  engaged  in  working  on  said  sections. 

Mr.  Preston,  as  the  directors  are  informed,  has  thrown  up  the 
ground  preparatory  to  laying  down  the  plank  on  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  section  between  the  river  and  Saltworks,  and  has  laid  down  the 
plank  on  part  of  said  section. 

A  sufficient  distance  to  authorize  the  putting  up  of  toll-gates  upon 
the  portions  of  said  road  that  have  been  received  not  beiug  finished 
in  connection,  the  directory  have  as  yet  made  no  arrangement  for  the 
collection  of  tolls. 

By  the  act  of  assembly  passed  March  15th,  1851,  the  company  are 
authorized  to  increase  their  capital  stock  $  300,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  road  from  its  terminus  at  the  Saltworks  to  some  suitable 
point  on  the  macadamized  road  from  Marion  to  Abingdon.  No  sur- 
vey has  yet  been  ordered  preparatory  to  its  location. 

The  directors  present  herewith  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said 
company  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September  1851,  and  a  list 
of  the  stockholders  at  the  same  period. 

All  which  is  respectfully  reported. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

JAMES  P.  CARRELL,  Citric 

September  30th,  1851. 


A  full  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  the  above  road,  necessary  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  not  being  had  on  the  day  for  which  it  was 
appointed,  to  wit,  on  the  19th  day  of  September  1851,  the  board  of 
directors  on  the  part  of  the  company  remains  as  heretofore,  to  wit : 
Aaron  Hendricks,  John  T.  Smith,  James  P.  Carrell,  Henry  D.  Smith, 
Abraham  Fuller  and  Robert  Boyd. 

The  board,  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  appointed  Aaron  Hen- 
dricks president,  James  P.  Carrell  secretary,  and  Thomas  C.  M.  Al- 
derson  treasurer  to  said  board  ;  and  Henry  D.  Smith  superintendent, 
whose  salary  is  $  1  50  per  diem  for  the  time  he  may  be  actually  em- 
ployed in  his  official  duties. 

No  allowance  has  yet  been  made  to  the  secretary  or  treasurer  for 
their  services. 

JAMES  P.  CARRELL,  Cleric. 

Thomas  L.  Preston,  Whitley  Fuller  and  Isaac  Vermillion  are  di- 
rectors for  the  state,  and  George  Cowern  its  proxy. 

JAMES  P.  CARRELL,  Cleric 
September  30th,  1851. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Russell  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  by  act  March 

6,  1848,  -  -       10,000  00 

Capital  stock  increased  by 

act  Feb.  7,  1850,  -         1,125  00 


Total,  -     $11,125  00 

Subscribed  by  individuals  178  shares,  at 
$25  each,     -  4,450  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  267 
shares,  at  $  25  each,  -  -  6,675  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 
unpaid,  -  1,287  00 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  un- 
paid, -  -  -  -  795  50 

Expended  in  construction  of  work 
from  commencement  in  1849  : 
For  locating  road,         -  -  -  151  88 

Postage  and  advertising,  -  10  76J 

To  contractors,  -  _  -  3,897  50 

Land  damages  and  fees  of  officers,       -  81  03 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  as 
per  statement  below,  -  -  4,901  32J 

$  11,125  00     11,125  00 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year* 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 
report,  ....        4,552  34 

Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 
For  capital  stock,  amount  received  from 
individuals,  ... 

For  capital  stock,  amount  received  from 

Board  of  public  works, 
Add  error  in  account  reported  last  year 
of     - 

Total  receipts,        -  -        7,632  34 

Deduct  disbursments  during  the  year : 
For  improvements  and  repairs,  nothing. 
To  Aaron  S.  Hendricks,  a  contractor, 

"  James  Culbertson,  " 

"  Andy  F.  Hendricks,         " 

"  Andrew  C.  Ferguson,      " 


1,265  50 

1,810  50 

4  00 

472  60 

1,019  50 

550  50 

665  00 

M  '  ■ 


20  00 
2  39 
1  12J 

2,731  01J 
$4,901  32J 

- 

JAME3  P.  CARRELL,  Clerk. 


^  .  .  -i    ..V    LITER'S  FERRY  TURNPIKE. 

Blacksburg,  14th  Oct.  1851, 

x    ■    >w  /   •*••  Richmond. 


->   -.  -^  dr.J  annual  report  and  statements  required 
...  '   v.s£  :^ose  documents  will  be  found  sufficiently 


\  .*ur  ob't  serv't, 


GERMANICUS  KENT,  Clk. 


•-..-.         •*    «'-•■'    *    ■'■'  $<*b*  and  Pepper's  Ferry  Turnpike  Company 

w   /it  iwf?'  ending  September  30fA,  1851. 

, ...    -.   nuv.  or"  public  works  120 
v   r    ^  V  <  s .  -  -  -        6»°00  00 

^   V.   .a   .v'-jiUSW  shares,  at  $50,  11,100  00 

6,G46  05 


,v  ...  *v  -K-{or,  including  interest,    3,168  19 

.7  ..^  495  36 

27,409  60 


^.  ^-.  ■*  ■<  v  lAM:mg  road,  - 


■  •....s%\>. 


257  68 

1,041  00 

138  37 

40  25 

\.;.w  ^•wul.  -  "       17,097  75 


642  25 
565  24 
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Paid  repairing  road,            ...  2,561  80 

Paid  executions,                  ...  100  07 

Paid  discounts,                    -             -             -  34  00 

Paid  gate-keepers,               ...  1,196  06 

Paid  collectors,                    -            -            -  30  00 

Paid  interest  account,         ...  1,227  57 

Amount  delinquent  stock,  -  630  00 

Amount  individual  indebtedness,    -             -  1,847  56 

$27,409  60 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

GERMANICUS  KENT,  CUc. 
14th  Oct.  1851. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  past  year. 

Balance  cash  on  hand,  per  last  report, 
Received  of  R.  Caldwell,         ... 
Received  of  John  Evans,        - 
Received  of        do.  - 

Received  of  R.  Caldwell,        - 


Paid  sundry  clerks'  tickets,     - 

Paid  James  P.  Snidow,  account  repairs, 

Paid  G.  Kent,  account  salary, 

Paid  James  W.  Kirby,  account  repairs, 

Paid  Jesse  C.  Hall,  do. 


By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

GERMANICUS  KENT,  Treasfr. 
14th  Oct.  1851. 


- 

50  46 

- 

100  00 

- 

10  00 

- 

29  59 

- 

28  50 

S218  46 

8  91 

^^__^_ 

100  00 

51  55 

29  50 

28  50 

&  91  ft  ±(\ 

Estimate  of  Expenses  of  Salem  and  Pepper's  Ferry  Turnpike  Company  to 

1st  October  1851 — one  year. 

Contract  with  J.  P.  Snidow  to  keep  27  miles  of  road  in  repair  for 
the  tolls  received  at  the  lower  gate  for  the  year. 

Allowed  by  the  board  : 
On  account  of  repairs  by  James  R.  Kent,  paid  him  in  1849 

and  1850,  -  -  -       182  00 

Interest  on  payment  by  him  of  S  249  50,  12  months,  14  97 

On  account  of  Jesse  C.  Hall,  for  repairs  to  the  road  in 

1850,  not  passed  last  year  for  want  of  a  board,  -      108  50 
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The  clerk  and  treasurer's  account,  S  30  per  annum. 

John  Evans  keeping  gate  7  months,  29  16 

Due  by  John  Evans,  agreeably  to  the  books,  a  part  of  which 

is  not  adjusted,  -  -      ,  -  163  24 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

GERM ANICUS  KENT,  Clerk. 
October  Ut/iy  1851. 


Original  length  of  road,  37  miles. 
Present  length  of  road,  27  miles. 

The  loss  of  1 0  miles  from  Salem  to  Fayette  by  the  S.  W.  improve- 
ments destroys  the  value  of  the  road. 


Officers. 

James  11.  Kent,  president ;  Charles  Black,  Wm.  Thomas,  Henry 
Ribblc,  (jcorgc  Emhart,  Jesse  C.  Hall,  directors ;  6.  Kent,  clerk  and 
treasurer. 

There  has  not  been  any  change  in  stockholders  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  lists  of  delinquents  are  the  same.  Please  refer  to  the 
report  of  last  year  for  those  lists. 

Ily  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

GERMANICUS  KENT,  Clerk. 

i^uJxr  14f/t,  1851. 


SHKPIIEIIDSTOWN  AND   SMITHFIELD   TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

$i\iUm<nt  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Shepherdstown  and  Smithfield  Turnpike 
(\tnHHtny  for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Tapital  stork : 
Sulwiibed  bv  individuals,       -  -  $28,111  76 

"  *•     the  state,  -  -  18,575  00 

Kvpeiuled  on  the  work  from  commence-  — — — 

iiieiil  to  date,  -  -  -  $49,738  93 

liiveipts : 
VVr  lull*  eollretnl  at  Shepherdstown  gate,  388  78 

«  •*  Leetown  gate,  181  70 

$570  48 
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Expenditures : 
By  repairs  to  the  road, 
41  salary  of  gate-keeper  at  Shepherdstown, 
»       "  "         "       Leetown, 

"       "        secretary  and  treasurer, 

$570  48 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directors. 

JOHN  M.  JEWETT,  Sec'y. 


437 

48 

60 

00 

50 

00 

23 

00 

Edmund  J.  Lee,  president ;  Samuel  Scallay,  W.  L.  Webb,  James 
V.  Moore,  Vincent  M.  Butler,  directors.  John  M.  Jewett,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  salary  $23.  Joseph  Fleming,  gate-keeper  at  Shep- 
herdstown, salary  $60.  Mrs.  L.  Lindsay,  gate-keeper  at  Leetown, 
salary  $50. 


SHINNSTON  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

LUMBERPORT,    HARRISON   COUNTY,    Va. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen, 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Shinnston  turnpike 
company,  in  pursuance  to  what  they  perceive  to  be  their  duty  under 
the  law,  beg  leave  to  make  report  to  your  honorable  body  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Shinnston  turnpike  road  up  to  the  1st 
of  Oct.  1851. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  passed 
Feb.  7th,  1850,  the  stockholders  of  said  company  met  on  the  22d 
of  Nov.  1850  and  organized;  and  the  president  and  directors  held 
their  first  meeting  on  the  4th  day  of  January  1851,  when  they  ap- 
pointed their  officers  and  agents,  and  directed  the  road  to  be  located 
and  put  in  a  state  of  immediate  construction. 

By  the  report  of  the  engineer  and  a  diagram  of  said  road  prepared 
by  the  same  officers,  it  is  seen  that  the  entire  length  of  the  road  is  33£ 
miles,  and  19  miles  of  which  have  been  put  under  contract,  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  15th  of  November  1851 ;  and  progress  in  the  same  war- 
rants the  conclusion  that  the  several  contractors  engaged  will  have 
their  respective  portions  completed,  if  not  by  the  time  specified,  in  a 
¥ery  few  weeks  afterwards  at  farthest. 

Seven  miles  more  have  been  put  under  contract,  but  it  is  calculated 
not  to  have  these  seven  miles  completed  sooner  than  the  15lh  of  Oc- 
tober 1852,  inasmuch  as  the  contractors  have  till  then  to  complete 
the  same. 
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It  is  not  contemplated  by  the  board  of  directors  to  put  the  remain- 
ing 7£  miles  under  contract  until  it  shall  have  seen,  at  the  end  of  the 
ensuing  tiscul  year,  how  the  financial  affairs  of  the  company  will 
stand. 

From  the  best  estimates  the  board  has  been  able  to  make,  there 
will  want  about  S  5,500  to  complete  the  whole  line  of  road,  after  ex- 
pending the  5?  1,200  provided  for  by  the  charter. 

The  ageuts  employed  to  solicit  subscriptions  from  individuals  re- 
port that  there  are  yet  lacking  but  three  shares  to  fill  the  charter  on 
the  part  of  individuals,  all  of  whom  are  considered  good  and  solvent, 
so  far  as  the  board  are  advised. 

I'p  till  the  1st  of  October,  according  to  the  treasurer's  account, 
there  has  been  collected  the  sum  of  $3,279  10 J,  of  which  $  1,740  39 J 
has  been  derived  from  individuals  and  $  1,538  71  has  been  derived 
from  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  the  expenditures  have  been,  during 
the  same  period,  S  1,101  50. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  the  stockholders  follows,  and  any  farther  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  which  the  board  of  directors  are  enabled  to 
impart,  will  be  cheerfully  communicated  at  the  request  of  the  honor- 
able bourd  of  public  works  of  the  state  of  Virginia. 

JAMES  8.  GRIFFIN,  President. 

M.  J.  Ork,  Clerk. 
(Vfrfer   I  SSI. 


SISTKKSYILLK  AND  SALEM  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

MlDDLEBOURNE,  TyLER  Co.,  Va. 

October  30,  1851. 

Kfc-jv/i  *»/*  l>\%   Commissioners  of  the  Sistersville  and  Salem  Turnpike  to 

h*  (hv  Hoard  of  Public  Works  of  Virginia. 

T!io  v -tseutav  of  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  public  works,  post 

umA\>1  *Vi.  \  was  miscarried,  and  returned  from  Centreville  on  the 

\  I.S.      The  S-\  miles  of  road  made  as  reported  Oct.  20, 1850,  remain 

u  .'v  ->  uoc  slate,  excepting  unavoidable  wear  and  washing,  with  but 

\x .  \  '  .'.lc  icpaiis.     U  is  stated  in  the  following  return  that  the  cost  of 

V  >i  x  w  iNolUV*  work  exceeds  the  appropriation  by  $264  39. 

f  ^  ^!.^u^  was  the  cause  of  the  construction  overreaching  the 

v    <;vu:  Wc  wore  informed  by  Col.  Boyers,  then  a  member  of 

,• ,  .  N  :  ,.,^w  Out  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  would  not 
N  ;  iv  w«  %1tho  appropriation,"  but  from  a  contingent  fund.  Of 
i*  *  I  v  *x  .us  sniislusL though  not  certain  that  it  was  not  so;  and  be- 
•  ;s  *  SvNi  !*\  Mj.WcUs,  the  commissioner  of  Tyler  county,  who  seemed 
k*  u  ;>  »\^Adc:«ly  on  that  information,  the  location  was  extended,  and 
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a  contract  entered  into  with  Andrew  Crolley,  extending  about  a  mile 
further  than  the  appropriation  would  reach. 

A.  Crolley  was  advised  to  leave  that  part  unmade  until  we  could 
learn  the  amount  of  funds  applicable  to  payment  on  the  work  con- 
structed. He  persevered  and  finished  to  the  end  of  the  location,  not 
doubting  that  an  appropriation  would  be  made,  if  necessary,  to  remu- 
nerate him  for  his  labor.     To  do  him  justice  this  ought  to  be  done. 

After  having  apprised  Mr.  Crolley  of  my  doubts  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  funds,  I  thought  proper  not  to  call  on  the  Board  of  public  works 
for  my  compensation  until  I  should  be  informed,  and  let  him  forward 
his  certificates  first. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Sistersville  and  Salem  Turnpike  Company  for 

the  year  ending  SOth  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $1 1,455  : 
Subscribed  by  individuals,  -  -  455  00 

"  commonwealth,        -  -  11,000  00 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  12  00 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  from 
commencement  (1847)  to  this  date: 
To  Wm.  Stagg,   making  10  miles  road,  at 

8  302  50  per  mile,  -  3,025  00 

To  A.   Crolley,  making  10  miles  road,   at 

$  295  per  mile,     -  2,950  00 

To  David  Davis,  for  extra  work  on  road,     -  25  00 

To  A.  W.  Leach,  for  work  and  improvement 

on  road,  -  -  -         137  52 

To  James  Smith,  building  Indian  creek  bridge,       300  00 
To  A.  Crolley,  second  contract  10  miles  road, 

at  $  300,  ....      3,000  00 

To  A.  Crolley,  third 
contract  4f  miles 
zoad,  at  $300  per 
mile,  -  1,425  00 

Balance  on  work  at 

Jug  mile,  1  50 

1,426  50 

Unpaid,  #264  39 

To  A.  Crolley  on  individual  sub- 
scription, nothing. 
lfcCroy,  subscription,  -      290  00 

On  Jus  mile  subscription,        -       108  00 
On  Middlebourne  subscription,  45  00 


1,162  11 


443  00 


*  See  note  on  page  90- 
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To  commissioners : 
J.  T.  Nicklin,  -  -      230  00 

Bauds  aud  board,         -  45  87 


check  275  87 
Eli  Wells,         -  -  -  #145  50 


11,476  00 
Error,  21  00 


$11,455  00  11,455  00 

Amount  of  certificates  stated  22d  May  1849 : 

To  W.  Stagg,  certificate  for  10  miles  road,  3,025  00 

"  A.  Orolley,          "              "              «  2,950  00 

44  David  Davis,  for  extra  work,    -  25  00 


Stated  25th  Oct.  1850 : 

To  A.  Crolley,  certificate  for  10  miles  road,  2,775  00 

To  A.  Crolky,         "          "     4     "         "  1,200  00 
Tu  A.  ( -rolloy,  certificate  5  per  cent,  on  1st 

d  miltw,                -  225  00 
HV  A.  Orolloy,  certificate  for  f  mile,  and  SI  50,     226  50 

IV  A.  W.  Loach,  September  10,  1849,        -  137  52 

IV  Jauu\H  Smith,  February  11,  1850,          -  300  00 


6,000  00 


tV  *\wm'r  J,  T.  Nicklin,  hands  and  board, 

viVxU  -  -  -  275  87 

K-  WVUs,  stated  at  -  -         tl45  50 


4,426  60 


437  52 


10,864  02 


421  37 


11,285  39 
Balance  to  A.  Crolley,  t264  39 


•    • 


11,021  00 
A|*|W|witttion,  -  -  11,000  00 

Error,  $21  00 

*  V%w  *>w*  w«M^  in  information  received  as  to  sum  paid  E.  Wells  as  commissioner, 
**  ■•  tfc.t*  m  **  *w**«i  |miuI  A.  (- roller  on  his  certificate,  $  225.  It  is  confidently  .believed 
5v  ^  ■.,  ^>  vi*<M  M  *«n  «rth*r  |Hirt.  If  E.  Wells  was  naid  $1  25  per  day,  and  the  aggre- 
**■«,  sv.  ^w**y  A$  *\  tfw»  account  would  close.  Of  $  480  reported  22d  Oct.  1849,  part 
^v+^iv^x.4',    ,;  4u<wtw*  »f  MibKribcrs,  and  $  25  not  applied,  left  at  disposal  of  com- 

*  IN«*vn*  ■•*  V  OvJWy^  balance,  $264  39,  and  sum  paid  E.  Wells,  $  145  50,  having 
»+  *»«<M*»4to^«  IK*%*  la*  ftoanl  of  public  works — for  the  former  I  take  the  statement  of  B. 
****  *****  *t  it*  N***w*«ttni  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Parkersburg,  in  a  letter  to  A.  Crol- 
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Remaining  unpaid,  Andrew  Crolley,  -  264  39 

Bal.  to  J,  T.  Nicklin,  Oct.  25,  1850,     52  00 
Bal.  hands  on  road,  "  "  5  25 


57  25 
J.  T.  Nicklin,  report  30th  Oct.  1851,       5  00 

Remaining  unpaid  J.  T.  Nicklin,  62  25 

326  64 

Paid  by  commonwealth,      ....  11,000  00 

Cost  to  commonwealth,        -  -  -  11,326  64 

Paid  by  individuals,  ....  455  00 

Entire  cost  of  S.  and  S.  turnpike,  -  -         $11,781  64 

It  was  not  anticipated  that  Eli  Wells,  for  his  services  as  commis- 
sioner, would  be  paid  by  the  Board  of  public  works,  as  the  notice  of 
Eli  Wells,  of  Charles,  by  Tyler  county,  as  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  Tyler  county,  was  received  from  the  board,  dated  8th  July  1847, 
and  it  was  expected  here  that  he  would  be  paid  by  the  county,  or  by 
subscription ;  and  Mr.  Wells  often  remarkea  that  he  did  not  expect 
nor  ask  anything  excepting  his  expenses  paid. 

My  information  as  to  bis  compensation  (stated  at  S 145  50)  was 
from  himself  and  Col.  J.  Boyers,  then  a  member  of  the  legislature. 
I  never  received  any  notice  from  the  Board  of  public  works  that  he 
was  allowed  or  paid  anything. 

For  the  services  of  Rodney  Hickman,  treasurer  S.  and  S.  turnpike, 
no  compensation  has  been  received  by  him.  Though  his  duties  are 
light,  there  is  a  weight  of  responsibility  resting  on  him  in  his  penal 
bond  of  $  12,000,  dated  Sept.  15,  1847,  payable  to  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Board  of  public  works.  His  duties  have  been  faith- 
folly  performed  to  the  drawing  and  disbursement  of  the  appropria- 
tion, without  any  part  thereof  passing  through  his  hands. 

It  is  not  now  in  my  power  to  furnish  a  list  of  private  stockholders 
to  operate  jointly  with  the  Board  of  public  works  with  the  last  appro- 
priation, as  I  am  not  in  possession  of  a  copy.  I  have  written  to  ob- 
tain a  list  shewing  the  amount  subscribed  and  amount  unpaid  on  30th 
Sept.  1851.     It  snail  be  sent  on  as  soon  as  it  can  be  obtained. 

t  have  been  informed  that  a  list  of  the  stockholders  has  been  sent 
by  the  officers. 

ley,  dated  February  19, 1851.    He  rays:  "On  25th  Sept.  last  I  cashed  for  you  two  claims 
drawn  bj  R.  Hickman,  treasurer,  &c.  on  the  Board  of  public  works,  viz : 

Om  for  $825,  and  one  for  -  226  50 

Ob  the  first  there  has  onlv  been  paid  $  187  11.  The  other,  for  $226  50,  has 
been  returned  to  me  with  a  statement  from  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia that  there  is  no  money — "  appropriation  exhausted,"  -  -  225  00 

451  50 

Paid,  -  -  187  11 


Balance  unpaid,  •  $264  30 
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As  the  general  route  of  the  road  is  so  near  the  location  of  J.  Thomp- 
son, and  it  was  presumed  he  had  furnished  a  map  accompanying  his 
report,  no  map  has  been  made.  If  required,  it  can  be  furnished,  but 
not  with  the  present  report. 

Length  of  road  finished  35  miles ;  unfinished  about  3  miles ;  aver- 
age cost  per  mile  to  the  state  S  323  61 ;  whole  cost  per  mile  $  336  61. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  T.  NICKLIN, 
Com'r  S.  and  S.  Turnpike* 


Siatersvilk  and  Salem  Turnpike  Certificates. 


William  Stagg : 
1848. 
Jan.   14,  1st  certificate, 
July  18,  2d         do. 


July  18,  3d 
Aug.  29,  4th 
Sept.  15,  5th 
8ept  30,  6th 
Oct.  20,  7th 
Oct  20,  8th 
Nov.  14,  9th 
Nov.  28,  10th 
Nov.  28,  11th 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do.  15  per  cent. 


257  12* 
257  124 
257  124 
257  124 
257  124 
302  50 
302  50 
302  50 
302  50 
302  50 
226  874 


A.  Crolley's  certificates : 
1849. 
June    8, 


June  16, 
July  7, 
July  9, 
Aug.  13, 
Sept.  6, 
8ept.  12, 
Oct.  20, 
Nov.  30, 
1850. 
May    9, 


11th, 
12th, 
13th, 
14th, 
15th, 
16th, 
17th, 
18th, 
19th, 

20th, 


$3025  00 


255  60 
255  00 
255  00 
255  00 
255  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 

300  00 

$2775  00 


Andrew  Crolley: 

1847. 
Dec.  31,  1st  certificate, 

1848. 

Feb.    8,  2d  do. 

Mar.  13,  3d  do. 

May  12,  4th  do. 

May  12,  5th  do. 

July  18,  6th  do. 

Aug.  29,  7th  do. 

Sept.  15,  8th  do. 

Oct.   22,  9th  do. 

Nov.  18,  10th  do. 


1848. 


A.  Crolley, 
W.  Stagg, 


250  75 

850  75 
250  75 
250  75 
250  75 
295  00 
00 
00 
295  00 
516  25 

2950  00 
3025  00 


Nov.  28,  certificate  to  David  Davis,      25  00 


A.  Crolley 's  certificates: 
1850. 
May  15,      21st,  300  00 

June    1,      22d,  300  00 

June  22,      23d,  300  00 

July  20,      24th,  300  00 

July  20,      25th,  225  00 

July  20,  }  mile  and  am't 


6000  00 


at  Jug,  $1  50, 


226  50 

1651  50 
2775  00 


4496  50 


10426  50 
1849. 

Sept.  10,  A.  W.  Leach,  certificates,     137  G2 

1850. 
Feb.  11,  James  Smith,        do.  300  00 


$10864  02 


J.  T.  NICKLIN, 
ComW  8.  and  8.  Turnpik*. 
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8MITHFIELD,  CHARLESTOWN  AND  HARPER'S  FERRY 

TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  Smithfibld,  Charlestown  and  Harper's 
Ferry  Turnpike  Co.,  Oct.  17,  1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Herewith  is  transmitted  a  statement  of  the  treasurer,  shew- 
ing the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year. 

No  dividend  has  been  declared  in  consequence  of  having  to  apply 
the  whole  income  of  the  company,  after  the  payment  of  the  necessary 
expenses,  to  the  reduction  or  the  debts  against  the  company,  which 
amount  to  upwards  of  $  7,000.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our 
former  reports  that  a  sale  of  part  of  the  road  was  respectfully  recom- 
mended, as  it  was  believed  that  the  debts  could  not  be  paid  off  in  any 
reasonable  time. 

The  road  is  nearly  14  miles  in  length — 13$  miles  under  tolls.  Two 
hands  are  generally  kept  employed  in  keeping  it  in  repair.  A  map 
of  the  road  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  prepared. 

HUMPHREY  KEYES, 

Sec'y  and  Treair. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Smithfield^  Charlestown  and  Harper's  Ferry 
Turnpike  Company  for  the  year  ending  ZOth  Sept.  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  35,750  : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  435  shares,  21,750  00 

Subscribed  by  the  state  280  shares,  14,000  00 

Tolls  received  from  the  commencement,  27,234  23£ 

Amount  individual  subscriptions  unpaid,  482  37 

Expended  on  the  work  since  the  commence- 
ment to  this  date,  -  -        64,377  38 
Cash  on  30th  September  1851,  per  statement 

below,  -  -  97  11 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 

report, 
Tolls, 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 

On  debts  due  for  construction, 

For  repairs, 

Toll  receivers, 

Damages, 


Balance  of  money  on  hand, 

HUMPHREY  KEYES,  Treasurer. 


160  72 
1,948  47 

2,109  19i 

2,012  08} 
$97  Jl 

218  43 

1,353  00 

379  57 

61  08 

• 
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SNICKER'S  GAP  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Snicker*  s  Gap  Turnpike  Company,  October  1, 

1851. 

Capital  stock,  1,705  J  shares  at  $50,  -        $85,276  00 

"  "     subscribed  by  individuals,        65,275  00 

"  "     due  from  individuals,  (in- 

solvent,)   -  -         1,032  00  § 

Capital   stock,  subscribed  by  Board  of  * 

public  works,  -  -        20,000  00 

Capital  stock,  due  from  Board  of  public 
works,  none. 

Received  from  lotteries,  or  any  source 
of  aditional  capital,  nothing. 

Debts  due  from  the  company,  none. 

One  claimed  by  Roan  &  Carter, 
considered  by  the  board  as 
not  binding,  now  obsolete,         541  51 

Debts  due  the  company  other  than  sub- 
scribed to  stock,  none. 

Bank  and  other  stock  held  by  the  com- 
pany, none. 

Expended   in  the  work  from   its   com- 

mencmeent,  -  -  $103,438  44 

Statement   of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  from    October   1st,    1850,   to 

October  1st,  1851. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  re- 
port, none. 

Tolls  from  October  1st,  1850,  to  October 

1st,  1851,  -  -  1,011  81 


Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 
For  improvements  and  repairs,  -  439  62 

For  officers'  salaries — treasurer's  commis- 
sions, -  -  -  45  23 
For   expenses   collecting  toll   and   inci- 
dental expenses,  nothing. 
For  3  gate.-keepers,  at  $120  each  year,               360  00 
For  expenses  of  the  board  at  their  seve- 
ral meetings,                     -                     -  19  41 
For  printing,  postage  and  paper,            -  1  00 
For  taxes,       -                    -                    -  1  58 
Balance  due  treasurer  last  annual  report,               35  60 


1,011  81 


902  44 


Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer  October  1st,  1861,  $109  3T 
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Dividends  declared,  none. 

Francis  McCormick,  president :  James  Mount,  James  Castleman, 
Samuel  McCormick,  Joseph  Nichols,  directors ;  Joseph  P.  Megeath, 
treasurer. 


The  Snicker's  gap  turnpike  commences  at  Aldie,  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  and  terminates  at  Snicker's  ferry  on  the  Shenandoah,  in 
Clarke  county,  Virginia,  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain.  The 
length  of  the  improvement  is  17  J  miles.  There  are  three  gates ;  each 
gate-keeper  receives  $120  per  year.  The  tolls  are  paid  over  to  the 
treasurer  each  quarter,  or  oftener  if  required. 

JOS.  P.  MEGEATH,   Treasurer. 


Gbntlbmen, 

Enclosed  you  have  the  report  of  the  Snicker's  gap 
turnpike  company  up  to  October  1st,  1851.  The  receipts  during  the 
last  year  have  fallen  short  of  the  preceding  year  $232  46;  conse- 
quently the  expenditures  have  been  less,  which  now  leaves  a  balance 
hi  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  $109  37.  But  little  work  has  been 
done  on  the  road.  The  road  is  in  tolerable  repair.  The  tolls  for 
the  coming  year  will  be,  I  presume,  about  the  same  as  for  the  year 
just  terminated. 


Yours,  respectfully, 


JOS.  P.  MEGEATH, 

Treas.  S.  G.  T.  Co. 


i 


SPERRYVILLE  AND  RAPPAHANNOCK  TURNPIKE  CO. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahan- 
uock  turnpike  company,  held  after  due  notice,  as  published  in  the 
"Flag  of  98,"  a  newspaper  published  in  the  town  of  Watrcnton,  at 
the  courthouse  door  ot  Rappahannock  county,  and,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law,  at  the  courthouse  aforesaid,  on  Friday  after  the 
second  Monday  in  May  1851,  being  the  16th  day  of  the  month : 

On  motion  of  Horatio  G.  Moftett,  John  G.  Lane,  Esq.  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  W.  J.  Menefec,  the  clerk  of  the  board,  acted  as 
secretary.  • 

On  motion,  Robert  H.  Spindle  and  Middleton  Miller,  Esqs.  were 
appointed  by  the  chairman  a  committee  to  examine  proxies,  and  to 
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report  to  the  meeting  forthwith  such  as  are  executed  according  to  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  3d  article  of  the  by-laws,  and  also  such  as 
are  not. 

Robert  H.  Spindle  and  Middleton  Miller,  who  were  appointed  to 
examine  proxies,  made  their  report,  which  was  examined  by  the 
meeting,  approved,  received,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  clerk  ascertained  and  declared,  from  a  roll  of  the  stockholders, 
made  by  him  in  alphabetical  form  and  here  produced,  that  owners  of 
stock  entitled  to  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  which  could  be  given  by 
all  the  stockholders  were  present,  either  in  person  or  legally  appoint- 
ed proxies,  to  wit,  262. 

Reports  of  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company  were  this 
day  presented  to  the  meeting,  which  were  read,  approved,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded ;  and  on  the  motion  of  R.  M.  Heterick,  the  state 
proxy,  it  is  further  ordered  that  copies  of  the  said  reports  be  certi- 
fied to  the  Board  of  public  works,  which  follow  in  these  words : 

"  To  the   Stockholders  of  the 

Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  Turnpike  Co. 

"By  the  accompanying  circular  from  the  Board  of  public  works  we 
are  urged  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
time  of  our  annual  meetings  to  some  early  day  in  October,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  circular ;  therefore,  I  recommend  that  your  annual 
meeting  be  changed  to  the  first  Friday  in  October. 

"  By  the  report  of  your  secretary  and  treasurer  you  will  perceive  at 
a  glance  the  condition  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  company. 

"  At  the  letting  in  August  last  your  road  was  put  under  contract 
to  Amissvillc,  scaled  proposals  having  been  advertised  for  and  re- 
ceived. A  contract  was  made  with  J.  W.  Barneclo  for  grading  the 
whole  distance,  and  for  metaling  from  Sperryville  to  Washington,  a 
distance  of  six  miles,  and  from  Gaines*  Crossroads  to  Amissville,  a 
distance  of  5£  miles,  designated  as  sections  Nos.  1  and  3.  The  metal- 
ing of  section  No.  2,  from  Washington  to  Gaines'  Crossroads,  a  dis- 
tance of  six  miles,  was  let  to  John  Jelt;  the  average  price  per  mile 
for  grading  and  metaling  was  S  2,301,  with  a  provision  in  tne  con- 
tract, that  if  the  board  directed  one  inch  of  earth  to  be  put  upon  the 
metal,  the  contractor  was  to  receive  therefor  $  64  per  mile.  Subse- 
quently, say  on  the  first  of  February  last,  the  residue  of  the  line  was 
put  under  contract,  at  the  average  price  of  $2,301  per  mile.  Section 
No.  4,  extending  about  2£  miles  below  Amissville,  to  J.  W.  Bar- 
neclo, and  the  residue  of  the  distance,  about  two  miles,  to  John  S. 
Armstrong.  y 

"  On  the         day  of  J.  W.  Barneclo's  contract  was  declared 

abandoned  by  your  board  of  directors,  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  his  contract.  It  then  became  necessary  for 
your  board  to  take  steps  for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  grade 
on  seclioy  No.  2,  in  order  that  John  Jett  might  sustain  no  loss  in  not 
having  it  in  readiness  to  metal,  he  having  made  a  large  outlay  in 
horses,  oxen,  wagons,  &c.f  and  hire  of  negroes  by  the  year — in  the 


i 

i 
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1  prosecution  of  which,  it  was  manifest  that  the  price  at  which  it  was 
et  ($475  per  mile)  was  insufficient  to  do  the  work.  It  is  now  in  pro- 
cess of  grading  and  nearly  finished. 

"  Sections  Nos.  1  and  3  have  been  relet  at  a  gain  upon  former  con- 
tract, the  time  of  completion  extended  to  1st  April  next,  and  the 
contractors  are  now  at  work  upon  them.  John  S.  Armstrong  is 
finishing  section  No.  4  sfe  assignee  of  J.  W.  Barneclo,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  your  board. 

"  John  Jett  is  prosecuting  vigorously  his  contract,  and  confidently 
expects  to  finish  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  next.  John  S.  Arm- 
strong too  has  a  large  force  upon  sections  4  and  5,  and  will  no 
doubt  finish  them  by  the  1st  of  April  next. 

"  The  board  of  directors  have  endeavored  to  practise  the  most  rigid 
economy  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

"  Believing  that  it  would  redound  to  the  interest  of  the  community 
as  well  as  of  your  road  that  it  should  be  extended  to  Warrenton,  I, 
together  with  R.  M.  Heterick,  Esq.  the  state  proxy,  petitioned  the 
legislature  for  an  increase  of  capital  stock  for  that  and  other  purposes ; 
which  increase  has  been  granted.  I  would  recommend  that  you  now 
take  steps  to  secure  said  extension,  as  by  said  extension  we  secure  a 
through  travel  from  Newmarket  to  Warrenton,  there  to  connect  with 
a  stem  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  for  which  a  charter 
was  granted  last  winter  by  the  legislature,  and  I  am  advised  that  said 
stem  will  certainly  be  built.  The  advantages  of  such  a  connection 
are  manifest  to  you  all. 

"As  you  will  doubtless  adopt  the  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  public 
works  by  fixing  an  annual  meeting  at  an  early  day  in  October,  I  have 
not  endeavored  to  report  as  fully  as  I  shall  then ;  nor  can  I  do  so 
now,  owing  to  the  infancy  of  the  work. 

"  JOHN  G.  LANE, 

"PresU  S.  SfR.  T.  Co. 

"  Office  SperryvUle  and  Rappahannock  T.  Co., 
Washington,  16th  May  1851." 

13 
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Treasurer's  Report. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  Turnpike  Com- 
pany from  tlw  commencement  up  to  t/te  16th  day  of  May  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  50,000  : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  397 J  shares, 

at  $  50  each,  ...  19,876  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth    600 

shares,  at  $50  each,  -  -  30,000  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 

unpaid,         -  21,848  55 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  un- 
paid, -  13,550  50 

Amount  expended  in  construction  of  the 
work  from  the  commencement  to  16th 
May  1851,  -  -  -  10,714  16 

Amount  paid  for  engineering  purposes, 

&c.  ....  291  00 

Amount  paid  for  expenses  generally,  38  09J 

Amount  paid  for  land  damages  to  date,  1,126  12J 

Deposited  in  Valley  Bank  at  Winchester,  2,220  90 

Cash  in  treasurer's  hands,         -  -  85  67 


$49,875  00       49,875  00 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  the  commencement  to  the 

16th  day  of  May  1851. 

Receipts : 

For  capital  stock — amount  received  from 

individuals,  ...  6,324  50 

For    capital    stock — amount    from    the 

state,  -  -  -  -  8,151  45 

Total  receipts,  -  -  14,475  95 

Disbursements : 

Amount  paid  for  engineering  purposes, 
viz: 

Surveying,  locating,  expenses  incident 
thereto,  and  for  superintendence  by 
engineer  monthly  in  examining  pro- 
gress of  work  and  making  estimates 
for  contractors,  &c.  &c.         -  -  291  00 

Amount  paid  expenses  generally,         -  38  09J 

Amount  paid  land  damages  to  date,     -  1,126  12} 


j 
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Amount  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  work  from  commenc  e- 
ment  up  to  16th  May  1851,  viz : 
To  J.  W.Barneclo,  for  grading,  &c,  on 

sections  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  -  5,422  60 

To  John  Jett,  for  metaling  on   section 

No.  2,  1,728  00 

To  John    S.  Armstrong,  grading    and 

metaling  on  section  No.  5,    -  -  1,225  00 

To  John  S.  Armstrong,  as  assignee  of 
J.  W.  Barneclo,  for  work  done  on  sec- 
tion No.  4,  ...  168  00 
Amount  paid  to  John  6.  Lane,  president, 
by  orders  of  the  board,  in  order  to 
prosecute  the  grading  on  section  No.  2, 
after  the  contract  with  J.  W.  Barneclo 
was  declared  abandoned,  &c.  -  2,170  56 
Total  disbursements, 

Balance  on  hand, 

Deposited  in  Valley  Bank  at  Winchester, 
Cash  in  treasurer's  hands, 


lester,           2,220  90 

85  67 

12,169  38 

incl 

$2,306  57 

S  2,306  57 

Statement  shewing  the  Amount  of  Orders  of  the  Board  of  President  and 
Directors  made  on  the  Treasurer  of  t/te  Company,  which  remain  unpaid 
on  the  16th  day  of  May  1851. 

Amount  of  land  damages  remaining  unpaid,       -  -         555  25 

Amount  of  expenses  generally,  remaining  unpaid,  -  17  37 

Amount  for  tools,  carts,  &c,  purchased  by  the  company, 

remaining  unpaid,       -----  163  59 

Amount  ordered  to  be  paid  to  John  G.  Lane,  president  of 

the  company,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  work  done 

under  his  management,  and  to  be  done  on  section  No. 

2  to  its  completion  as  to  grade,  &c.     -  -  -  750  00 

$1,486  21 


List  of  Officers. 

John  G.  Lane,  president ;  Willis  Browning,  James  Jett  and  Mid- 
dleton  Miller,  state  directors.  John  Miller  and  Gideon  H.  Brown, 
directors  for  individual  stockholders  ;  M.  S.  Lovett,  engineer ;  W.  J. 
Menefee,  clerk  and  treasurer. 

J  a  OVJvJ 
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I  submit,  as  my  report  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Sperryville  and 
Rappahannock  turnpike  company,  the  foregoing  statements,  shewing 
the  amount  of  subscriptions  made  by  the  commonwealth  and  indi- 
viduals unpaid,  the  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  up  to  the 
16th  May  1851,  the  balance  of  means  on  hand  and  the  amount  of 
orders  made  by  the  board  upon  the  treasurer  which  remain  unpaid. 

W.  J.  MENEFEE,  Treasurer. 

S.  SfR.  T.  Co. 

Office  of  S.  IfR.  T.  Co., 
16th  May  1851. 


Upon  the  motion  of  H.  6.  MofFett  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahan- 
nock turnpike  company  accept  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia,  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  and  Thornton's  gap  turnpike  com- 

ganies ;"  and  that  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Sperryville  and 
lappahannock  turnpike  company  be  instructed  to  take  proper  mea- 
sures to  carry  into  effect  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  relates  to  said 
company. 

Upon  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  meetings  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Sper- 
ryville and  Rappahannock  turnpike  company  be  hereafter  held  on  the 
first  Friday  in  October  in  each  year,  to  commence  in  October  next, 
instead  of  the  Friday  after  the  second  Monday  in  May,  as  heretofore 
fixed. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
meeting : 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  officers  on  behalf  of  the  individual 
stockholders  of  the  company  be  postponed  until  the  first  Friday  in 
October  next ;  and  that  the  present  officers  in  their  behalf  continue 
in  office,  by  operation  of  law,  until  others   be  elected. 

True  copies  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  company. 

Teste : 

W.  J.  MENEFEE,  Clerk. 


I,  William  J.  Menefee,  clerk  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahannock 
turnpike  company,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  said  company,  at  their  meeting  held  on  the  16th 
of  May  1S51.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  company  this  20th  day  of  May  in 
the  year  1851. 

W.  J.  MENEFEE,  Clerk. 


[Doc-  No.  18.]  101 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  •  Spcrry ville  and 
Rappahannock  turnpike  company,  held  at  the  courthouse  of  Rappa- 
hannock county  on  Friday  the  3d  day  of  October  18-31,  (the  (lay 
fixed  by  the  stockholders  at  their  last  meeting,)  pursuant  to  notice 
duly  published  in  the  "Flag  of  '9S,"  a  newspaper  published  in  the 
town  of  Warrenton,  and  at  different  public  places  in  this  county : 

On  motion  of  H.  G.  Moffett,  Monroe  Kelly,  Esq.  was  called  to  the 
chair  to  preside  over  this  meeting,  and  W.  J.  Menefee,  clerk  of  the 
board,  acted  as  secretary- 

On  motion,  the  chairman  appointed  J.  G.  Lane  and  II.  G.  Moffett  a 
committee  to  examine  proxies,  and  to  report  to  the  meeting  such  as 
are  executed  according  to  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  3d  article  of 
the  by-laws  and  also  such  as  are  not. 

J.  G.  Lane  and  H.  G.  Moffett,  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
proxies,  &c.,  returned  their  report,  which  was  read,  approved,  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  filed  among  the  records  of  the  company. 

The  clerk  ascertained  and  declared  from  a  roll  of  the  stockholders 
in  alphabetical  form  here  produced,  that  owners  of  stock  entitled  to 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  which  could  be  given  by  all  the  stock- 
holders, are  present,  either  in  person  or  legally  appointed  proxies, 
to  wit: 

Whole  number  of  votes  in  the  company,  510 

Number  of  votes  by  individuals  present,  -  -  212 

State  proxy  present,  -  -  -  -  -  128 

340 
Majority  of  the  whole,       -  256 

Majority  of  the  individual  stockholders,     -  -  192 

Reports  of  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company  were  this 
day  presented  to  the  meeting,  read,  approved,  received  and  ordered 
to  be  recorded  among  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting ;  and  on  motiou 
of  the  state  proxy,  it  is  also  ordered  that  true  copies  thereof  be  certi- 
fied to  the  Board  of  public  works,  which  follow  in  these  words : 

"  To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Sperryvillc  and  Rajypaliannock  Turnpike  Co. 

Since  my  report  to  you  on  the  16th  May  last  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  be  able  now  to  report  to  you  that  your  road  has  been  steadily 
and  uninterruptedly  progressing,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  the  whole 
line  to  head  oi  navigation  being  finished  by  the  first  of  January  next. 
There  is  no  longer  a  doubt  about  the  ability  of  each  contractor  to  fin- 
ish his  work  according  to  the  strict  requirements  of  the  engineer,  and 
they  will  be  required  by  him  so  to  finish  their  contracts.  The  finish- 
ing of  the  grade  upon  the  second  section,  from  Washington  to  Gaines' 
Cross  roads,  has  been  done  under  my  immediate  supervision,  assisted 
by  Richard  L.  Rudasill,  and  is  now  nearly  completed.  The  grade 
upon  this  section  has  far  exceeded  the  contract  price,  but  it  is  the 
only  section  upon  which  there  were  cuts  and  Jills  of  any  extent ;  but 
the  work  has  been  well  executed  and  faithfully  done,  perhaps  much 
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be  tier  than  if  it  had  been  put  to  contract,  and  in  the  exercise  of  my 
Jury  as  supervisor  I  have  endeavored  to  practise  rigid  economy. 

The  condition  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  company  may  be  seen 
at  a  glance  in  the  clear  and  concise  report  of  W.  J.  Menefee,  the 
clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  board  ;  and  in  this  connection  allow  me  to 
add*  that  vou  have  in  him  a  most  able  and  efficient  officer,  whose 
books  a iv  kept  in  a  plain,  neat  and  masterly  style,  so  that  any  stock- 
holder at  all  conversant  with  accounts  can  see  the  condition  of  the 
atfairs  of  the  company  at  any  time. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  at  your  meeting  in  May,  your 
board  of  directors  have  endeavored  to  secure  the  completion  of  your 
n>ad  to  Warrenton,  and  I  think  I  may  now  safely  say  that  there  is 
every  prospect  of  success.  The  town  of  Warrenton  has  voted  a  sub- 
scription of  $2,000  to  be  made,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  a 
suthcient  amount  will  be  subscribed  by  individuals  in  Fauquier  to 
warrant  the  letting  of  that  portion  of  the  road  between  this  and  the 
first  of  January ;  believing  it  to  be  an  important  connection,  I  have 
mul  shall  industriously  endeavor  to  secure  it.  Its  advantages  I  spoke 
of  in  my  last  re|x>rt. 

The  7th  and  last  requisition  upon  the  stock  subscribed  under  the  first 
act  of  incorporation  to  the  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  has  been  made, 
and  I  cannot  loo  forcibly  urge  upon  you  the  propriety  of  prompt  and 
immediate  payment,  to  enable  your  board  to  pay  punctually  the  esti- 
mates to  the  contractors,  which  we  arc  not  now  able  to  do  for  the  want 
of  funds — a  condition  from  which  we  will  soon  be  relieved  by  a  draft 
we  ha\e  made  on  the  state,  and  promptness  on  your  part  will  insure 
a  full  treasury. 

\our  board  has  been  repeatedly  urged  to  put  a  covering  of  dirt 
ujvn  ilv  metal,  but  have  been  restrained  from  doing  so  for  fear  of  in- 
\c\.'.^  the  company  in  debt.  They  have,  however,  let  to  contract 
l\\>*  miles,  south  of  Washington,  to  Benjamin  F.  Miller,  at  $50  per  mile, 
to  Iv  paid  out  of  the  tolls,  provided  there  are  not  funds  sufficient  to 
pa\  hiui  after  paying  our  other  liabilities ;  and  the  board  would  pro- 
bablx  feel  warranted  in  letting  the  balance  upon  the  same  terms, 
ptouded  there  was  an  expression  of  opinion  to  that  effect  by  the 
stockholders.  A  much  better  plan  would  be  to  make  a  further  sub- 
act  tptu'it  o(  stock,  and  let  the  company,  when  the  road  is  completed, 
i»o  into  o|H'tatiun  free  of  debt. 

JOHN  G.  LANE, 

Pros.  S.  If  R.  T.  Co. 


iM^    Stvr* n villr  iV  Rappahannock  Turnpike  Co. 
'  ibAr  IJ,  1S51." 


Tukasckkii's  Report — 3d  Oct.  1851. 

1  -.  ?\ii>i;a.ve  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahannock 

lt.     \\< jvrnj.  adopted  by  the  stockholders  thereof  at  their  first 

N-e«'r.d  meeting  and  in  pursuance  of  law,  I,  William  J.  Menefee,  trea- 
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surer,  submit  as  my  report  of  the  state  of  ihe  funds  of  said  company 
from  the  commencement  up  to  the  30th  day  of  September  1851,  the 
the  following  statements,  based  upon,  as  the  capital  stock,  the  sum  of 
$50,000,  appropriated  by  the  general  assembly  in  the  original  char- 
ter ;  not  embracing  the  additional  capital  subsequently  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  line  of  the  said  company's  road  to 
the  head  ot  navigation  on  the  Rappahannock  river,  bridging  the  said 
river  and  extending  their  road  to  the  town  of  Warrenlon  in  Fauquier 
county;  because  the  additional  stock  now  being  subscribed  in  the 
county  of  Fauquier  and  by  the  corporation  of  Warrenton  has  not 
been  returned  to  the  board  of  directors  nor  been  entered  on  the  books 
of  the  company  ;  but  when  that  shall  be  done,  the  additional  stock 
of  $  30,000  will  then  be  embraced  in  the  reports  of  the  treasurer. 

The  following  shew  that  $14,529  50  have  been  received  from  indi- 
vidual stockholders,  that  $17,8S4  50  have  been  received  from  the 
state,  that  812,115  50  remain  unpaid  of  the  commonwealth's  sub- 
scription, that  $5,845  50  remain  unpaid  on  the  subscription  made  by 
individuals,  that  $  29,796  75  have  been  expended  in  the  construction  of 
the  work,  that  $  291  have  been  expended  in  engineering  purposes,  &c, 
that  $  52,09£  have  been  expended  towards  expenses  generally,  that 
$  200  have  been  paid  to  the  president  of  the  company  for  his  first 
year's  salary,  that  $1,607  75  have  been  paid  towards  land  damages 
on  and  along  the  line  of  said  road,  that  the  total  amount  of  receipts 
is  $32,414,  that  the  amount  of  disbursements  is  $31,947  59J,  that 
there  remains  on  deposit  in  the  Valley  bank  at  Winchester  a  balance 
of  $118  95,  and  that  the  cash  in  the  treasurer's  hands  amounts  to 
$347  45 J. 

The  last  of  said  statements  above  referred  to  shews  that  the  board 
of  directors  have  already  made  orders  on  the  treasurer  amounting  to 
$3,660  46  J,  which  remain  unpaid  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  Turnpike  Com- 
pany  from  the  commencement  up  to  the  30th  day  of  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  50,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  407£  shares,  at  $  50  each,  20,375  00 

Subscribed  by  the  state  600  shares,  at  $  50  each,         -         30,000  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 
unpaid,       -  -  -         12,115  50 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  un- 
paid, ...  5,845  50 

Amount  expended  in  the  construction  of 
the  work  from  commencement  up  to 
30th  September  1851,    -  -         29,796  75 

Amount  paid  for  engineering  purposes,  &c.  291  00 

Amount  paid  expenses  generally,  -  52  09J 

Amount  paid  president's  salary  for  first 
year,  -  -  -  200  00 

Amount  expended  in  land  damages  to 
date,  -  -  -  1,607  75 
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Balance  remaining  in  the  Valley  bank,  118  95 

Amount  of  cash  remaining  in  the  trea- 
surer's hands,  -  -  357  45£ 


$50,375  00       50,375  ( 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursement*  from  the  commencement  to  t 

30/A  September  1851. 

Receipts : 
For  capital  stock : 
Amount  received  from  individuals,     -  14,529  50 

Amount  received  from  the  state,  -  17,884  50 

Total  receipts,  32  414  C 

Disbursements : 

Amount  paid  for  engineering  purposes,  &c,  291  00 

Amount  paid  expenses  generally,  52  09 

Amount  paid  president's  salary,  first  year,  200  00 

Amount  expended  in  land  damages,  to  date,  1,607  75 

Amount  expended  in  the  construction  of 
the  work,  as  follows : 
Amount  paid  J.  W.  Barneclo,  contractor, 

on  section  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  5,422  60 

Amount  paid  John  Jett,  contractor,  on  sec- 
tion No.  2,  4,948  00 
Amount  paid  J,  G.  Lane,  president  and 

general  superintendent,  on  section  No.  2,  3,870  56 

Amount  paid  J.  S.  Armstrong,  contractor, 

on  section  No.  5,  -  2,425  00 

Amount  paid  J.  S.  Armstrong,  as'ee,  &c, 

on  section  No.  4,  -  2,613  00 

Amount  paid  B.  F.  Miller,  contractor,  on 

section  No.  1,  -  2,015  00 

Amount  paid  Mat.  O'Brien,  contractor,  on 

section  No.  3,  -  5,990  00 

Amount  paid  J.  B.  McAllister  &  Co.,  con- 
tractors, on  section  No.  1,  -  1,636  00 
Amount  paid  John  Miller,  sub-contractor, 

on  section  No.  1,  713  00 

Amount  paid  for  carts,  tools,  &c,  for  the 

company,  -  -  163  59 

Balance  remaining   in   Valley   Bank,    not 

checked  for,  -  -  118  95 

Cash  in  treasurer's  hands,  on   30th  Sept. 

1851.  -  -  347  45J 


$32,414  00    32,414  0 
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Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  the  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company,  which  remain  unpaid  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  1851. 

Balance  due  to  J.  G.  Lane,  president  and  superinten- 
dent, on  section  No.  2,  -  477  34 

Balance  due  to  John  Jett,  contractor,  on  section  No.  2,        1,330  00 

Balance  due  to  John  S.  Armstrong,  contractor,  on  sec- 
tion No.  5,  -  -  -  90  00 

Balance  due  to  J.  S.  Armstrong,  as'ee  &c,  on  section 

No.  4,  -  -  -  400  00 

Balance  due  to  Benjamin  F.  Miller,  contractor,  on  sec- 
tion No.  1,  -  -  -  400  00 

Balance  due  to  John  Miller,  sub  contractor,  on  section 

No.  1,  -  -  -  50  00 

Balance  due  to  J.  B.  McAllister  &  Co.,  contractors,  on 

section  No.  1,  -  -  -  740  00 

Balance  of  land  damages  remaining  unpaid,       -  163  75 

Balance  of  expenses  generally  remaining  unpaid,  9  37J 

Amount  of  orders  by  the  board  upon  the  treasurer 

remaining  unpaid  on  the  30th  Sept.  1851,     -  S  3,660  46i 

W.  J.  MENEFEE,  Treasurer. 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  meeting  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  one  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  Sperry  ville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike   company,  to  wit :  That 
at  each  annual  meeting  a  committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  said  company's 
works,  to  enquire  into  the  management  of  the  same  and  the  manner 
in  which  their  books  and  financial  affairs  arc  kept ;  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting  the  result  of  such  examination 
and  enquiry,  and  to  recommend  such  measures  as  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  committee  will  tend  to  promote  the  permanence,  value  and 
usefulness  of  the  said  works,  a  reduction  of  excessive  charges  and  a 
prohibition  of  all  unnecessary  expenses,  and  an  economical,  syste- 
matic and  efficient  organization  of  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  this  company  take 
immediate  steps  to  have  two  inches  or  more  of  earth  put  upon  the 
Sperry  ville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike  road,  and  that  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  pledge  the  tolls  for  the  payment  of  the  same  after  the 
present  liabilities  and  contracts  of  the  said  company  arc  first  paid. 

On  the  motion  of  J.  G.  Lane,  it  was  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  meet- 
ing that  the  chairman  now  appoint  the  committee  required  by  the 
foregoing  by-law ;  whereupon  the  chairman  appointed  R.  M.  Hete- 
rick,  A.  W.  Read  and  Richard  L.  Rudasill  as  such  committee  as 
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aforesaid.     And,  on  the  further  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  the  meeting,  by  a 
vote  of  the  stockholders  present,  confirmed  the  appointment  aforesaid. 

The  first  term  of  the  president  of  this  company  having  expired, 
the  meeting  proceeded  to  elect  a  president  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and 
John  G.  Lane  being  in  nomination,  received  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  stockholders  present ;  and  it  was  thereupon  declared  that  he  was 
duly  elected  president  of  the  Sperry  ville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike 
company  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Gideon  H.  Brown  and  Isham  Keith  of  Fauquier  county,  were  put 
in  nomination  to  fill  the  vacancies  of  G.  H.  Brown  and  John  Miller, 
directors,  occasioned  by  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  and 
the  vote  being  taken  it  was  found  that  they  received  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  meeting ;  thereupon,  it  was  declared  that  the  said  Gideon 
H.  Brown,  of  Rappahannock,  and  Isham  Keith,  of  Fauquier,  were  duly 
elected  directors  on  behalf  of  the  individual  stockholders. 

I,  W.  J.  Menefee,  clerk  of  the  Sperry  ville  and  Rappahannock  turn- 
pike company,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  cor- 
rect transcript  from  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  said  company  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  held  on  the  3d  day 
of  October  1851. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  said  company  this  1 5th  day  of  November  in  the 
vear  1851. 

W.  J.  MENEFEE,  Clerk. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  made  by  the  president  of  the 
Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike  company  under  the  12th  ar- 
ticle of  the  by-laws  of  said  company,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
committee's  report  made  under  the  said  order. 

"  Office  Sperryville  and  Rap.  Turnpike  Co. 

"I  do  hereby  appoint  James  Jett  and  Middlcton  Miller  a  com- 
mittee of  two,  to  examine  the  books  of  W.  J.  Menefee,  treasurer  of 
Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike  company,  and  report  their 
condition  in  time  for  the  annual  meeting  on  tne  3d  day  ot  October 
next,  in  pursuance  of  the  12th  article  of  the  by-laws. 

"  JOHN  G.  LANE,  PresH. 
"  September  10th,  1851." 


REPORT. 


Office  Sper.  and  Rap.  Turnp.  Co.,  Nov.  13,  1851. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Sperryville  and  Rappahannock  turnpike  company  under  the  12th 
section  of  the  by-laws  of  said  company,  which  provides  that  the  pre- 
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sident  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  two  directors  to  examine  the  treas- 
urer's books,  after  they  have  been  balanced,  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  stockholders,  to  see  that  the  entries  are  sustained  by  proper 
vouchers,  report : 

That  we  nave  carefully  examined  the  treasurer's  books  and  pa- 
pers this  day  exhibited  and  explained  to  us  by  him,  and  we  find  a 
full  and  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  every  transaction  of 
the  company.  The  books  show  the  amount  paid  in,  as  well  as  the 
amount  due  from  each  and  every  stockholder,  every  item  of  the  com- 
pany's expenditures,  to  whom  and  when  paid,  and  all  its  liabitities  at 
the  time  of  the  annual  meeting.  A  regular  account  has  been  opened 
with  every  stockholder,  contractor,  and  every  person  having  transac- 
tions with  the  company. 

We  have  compared  the  books  with  the  treasurer's  annual  report, 
and  find  them  to  correspond  to  a  cent.  No  money  has  at  any  time 
been  paid  out  except  under  an  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  and 
we  find  proper  vouchers  for  every  dollar  so  paid  out.  We  could  not 
well  say  too  much  of  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  with  which  all  the  du- 
ties devolving  on  our  present  secretary  and  treasurer  have  been  dis- 
charged. 

M.  MILLER, 
JAMES  JETT. 

True  copies — Teste, 

M.  J.  Menefee,  Clerk 

S.  and  R.  T.  Co. 


SWIFT  RUN  GAP  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  of  the  Swift  Run  Gap  Turnpike  Co. 

Fredericksburg,  29th  Oct.  1851. 

W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq.,  Secretary  B.  Public  Works. 
Sir, 

As  requested  in  your  circular  of  the  1st  September,  I 
enclose  herein  the  annual  report  of  the  affairs  of  this  company,  a  list 
of  stockholders  and  of  the  officers'  names.  I  refer  you  to  my  letter 
of  29th  Oct.  1847,  merely  remarking  that  there  has  been  no  change 
made  in  the  management  of  or  in  the  extension  of  the  work,  which 
has  been  sold  by  the  stockholders  to  the  Fredericksburg  and  Valley 
plank  road. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  ALLEN,  Scc'y  tf  Treas'r. 
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541  00 


185,502  75 


nothing. 


Dividends  declared  from  the  commence- 
ment, - 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  as 
per  statement  below, 


69,700  00 

4,100  00 

46,000  00 

127,333  20 


Return  of  tlie  state  of  the  Swift  Run  Gap  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year 

ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $119,800 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  1,394  shares, 

at  S  50  each,  ... 

Subscribed    by  the  commonwealth   82 

shares,  at  $  50  each, 
Subscribed  by  Board  of  public    works 

920  shares,  at  $  50  each, 
Tolls,  rents,  &c,  from  commencement  of 

work  to  date,  - 

Due  by  the  company  to  sundry  persons 

for  the  surplus  of  their  stock  which 

was  sold  for  the  instalments  due  there- 
on, - 
Dividends  remaining  unpaid,  nothing. 
Error — this  sum  too  much  on  hand, 
Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 

unpaid,  nothing. 
Amount  of  individual  subscription  un- 
paid, - 
Due  to  company  other  than  on  account 

of  stock,  nothing. 
Expended  in  construction   of  work 

from  commencement  (1811)  to  this 

date,  - 

Expended  in  land  damages  for  same 

time,  ... 

Expended  in  repairs  for  same  time, 
Property    now  held    by  the  company, 


60,825  45 
498  91 


186  23 

48  68 


$247,368  11       247,368  11 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand  per  last  annual    report, 

nothing. 
Receipts    during  the  year   for  capital  stock,  interest, 

debts,  nothing. 


Tolls, 


Total  receipts, 


2,771  88 
$2,771  88 
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Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 
For  improvements  and  repairs,    -  -  1,034  11 

Officers'  salaries : 
1  superintendent,  -  -        200  00 

1  secretary  and  treasurer,  -        100  00 


300  00 


Expenses  collecting  tolls : 
1  gate-keeper,       -  -  -        199  99 

1         "  ...         160  00 


359  99 


Other  expenses,  nothing. 

Debts  paid : 
Overdrawing  at  bank,       -  -         129  43 


Dividends  paid,  30  cents  per  share 
on  1,476  shares, 

Tax  on  dividends, 

442  80 
6  64 

449  94 

,,_.      o  070   07 

Total  disbursements, 

— 

Balance  money  on  hand, 

$498  91 

Dividends  declared  1st  of  January  1851  payable  on  the  15th. 

WM.  ALLEN,  Sec'y. 


List  of  Officers  of  the  Swift  Run  Gap  Turnpike  Company  30th  Sep- 
tember 1851. 

Anthony  Twyman,  president ;  Jeremiah  Morton,  William  D.  Clark, 
Uriel  Terrill,  Thomas  Scott,  James  Somcrville,  John  Metcalfe,  direc- 
tors; Charles  R.  Brooking,  superintendent;  William  Allen,  secretary 
and  treasurer;  William  Bayne,  Giles  R.  Childress,  gate-keepers. 
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TAZEWELL  COURTHOUSE  AND  FANCY  GAP  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

Wythbville,  1st  October  1851. 
Gentlemen, 

I  send  you  herewith  our  third  annual  report.  The 
whole  line  of  road  is  now  under  contract,  and  the  work  progressing 
very  well. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

AND.  S.  FULTON,  PresH. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Tazewell  Courthouse  and  Fancy  Gap  Turnpike 
Company  for  the  year  ending  30*A  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  47,000 : 
Subscribed  by  the  counties, 
Subscribed  by  the  Board  of  public  works, 
Amount  of  subscription  unpaid  by  the  Board 

of  public  works,  - 

Amount  of  subscription  unpaid  by  the  coun- 
ties, -  -  - 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  work 
from  commencement  to  this  date,  to 
wit : 
To  contractors,     - 
To  engineer  and  assistants, 
To  laud  damages,  ... 

To  treasurer,        .... 
To  directors,        .... 


To  printing, 
To  repairs, 


pair 
To  oush  on  hand, 


To  postHgo, 


- 

18,800 

00 

- 

28,200 

00 

14,601  71 

9,734  47 

17,488  35 

2,960  46 

677  26 

226  64 

261  37 

25  27 

45  17 

1  33 

977  97 

$47,000  00 

47,000 

00 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  unthin  the  year. 


Balance  of  money  on  hand  per  last  annual 
report,  - 

Receipts  during  the  year,  to  wit : 
For  capital  stock — am't  received  from  coun- 
ties, .  .  . 
For  capital  stock — am't  received  from  Board 
of  public  works,           - 

Total  receipts, 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
Officers'  salaries — engineer  and  assistants, 
Contractors,         - 
Treasurer,  - 

Land  damages,    -  -  -  - 

Directors,  - 

Printing,  - 

Repairs,  - 

Postage,  .... 

Total  disbursements, 

Balance  money  on  hand, 


By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 


2,191  76 


4,965  53 

12,698  29 

19,855 

58 

1,760  46 

15,988  35 

226  64 

677  26 

166  00 

12  40 

45  17 

1  33 

18,877 

61 

Ul 

- 

$977 

97 

WILLIAM  H.  COOK,  Clerk. 


THORNTON'S  GAP  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

The  law  makes  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  condition 
and  progress  of  work  on  the  Thornton's  gap  turnpike  road  up  to  the 
1st  instant. 

The  first  section,  nine  miles,  has  been  let  for  grading  at  $  569  per 
mile ;  the  second  section,  of  five  miles  and  a  fraction,  has  been  let  at 
•687  50  per  mile;  the  third  section  has  been  let  at  S539  per  mile. 
On  the  entire  route  there  are  four  bridges,  which  have  been  let  as  fol- 
lows: One  across  Mountain  run  for  $420,  one  across  Devil's  run  for 
$400,  one  across  Blackwater  for  $550,  and  one  across  Hazel  river 
for  11900.  The  work  is  progressing,  some  two  to  three  miles  of  the 
grading  done,  and  three  different  companies  at  work. 

There  has  been  received  into  the  treasury  from  individual  stock- 
holders $1,552  50,  out  of  which  has  been  paid  $1,080  63.  Nothing 
as  yet  has  been  received  from  the  state. 

There  has  also  been  let  out  for  grading  a  stem  of  about  three  miles, 
leading  to  the  F.  T.  Valley,  at  $459  per  mile. 
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I  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  stockholders  up  to  the  1st  instant. 
As  the  work  has  only  commenced  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  extend 
my  communication  further. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  F.  GILL, 
Pratt  T.  G.  T.  Co. 
October  10,  1 S50. 


VALLEY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Valley  Tvrnpikc 
Company  to  the  Stockholder   October  23d,  1851. 

Gentlemen, 

We  have  again  the  honor  of  submitting  for  your 
consideration  the  annual  report  of  this  company.  First,  the  debt  re- 
ported by  the  treasurer  on  the  30th  September  1850,  subject  to  a 
credit  for  the  cash  and  assets  then  on  hand  and  the  stock  subscribed 
for,  remaining  unpaid,  was  30  201  85 

Amount  of  interest  paid  within  the  year,  -  -  1,979  94 


To  which  add  the  following  items,  viz  : 
Aggregate  ain't  of  repairs  within  the  year, 

"  "     paid  officers'  salaries, 

"  "  stationery  and  printing, 

'«  u  incidental  expenses, 

A^reuatr  am't  paid  expenses  of  directory,    - 

»»  "  gate-keepers  salaries, 

••  u  law  expenses, 

•*  "  toll-gates,  houses,  lands,  &c.   887  41 

(■urrent  expenses  of  the  year, 


32,181  79 

9,873  35 

1,350  00 

5  00 

54  43 

127  50 

1,298  23 

63  13 

.  887  41 

13,659  05 

From  which  deduct  amount  paid  within 
I  he  >eai\  viz  : 

IVi  *u.iMuiies  and  mortgage  bonds,  -  11,408  32 

>V:  oM  winjuuv  bonds,              -  -  195  05 

>V:  J'.\i%L-;uis  due  to  individuals,  -  156  75 

*V-  •■■.;. wnU             -                      -  -  1,979  94 

►V>  *v::v:'i  r\jvn>esof  the  year,  -  13,659  05 


45,840  84 


27,399  11 


A  uuHmt  of  outstanding  debt,  -  -  18,44173 
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Brought  forward,  18,441  78 

Against  which  there  is  a  balance  on 
hand,  viz : 

Gash  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  as  reported,  4,816  18 


^ 


Amount  of  debt,  after  disbursing  cash  on  hand,  13,625  55 

Assets  other  than  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer,  viz : 
Amount  of  judgment  vs.  estate  of  Jas.  Arthur, 

for  stock,     -.-  1,000  00 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  commissioners  and 

others,  for  stock,  -  -  652  75 

Amount  uncurrent  funds  received  at  the  gates,  45  00 

Amount  for  stock  subscribed,  remaining  un- 
paid, -  -  -     3,823  13 

5,520  88 


Which,  if  available,  would  leave  a  nett  debt  of  $8,104  67 

This,  however,  is  exclusive  of  an  unsettled  claim  on  the  part  of  the 

Messrs,  Pennybackers,  heretofore  reported. 

Second. — Amount  of  tolls  received  by  the  treasurer  within 

the  year,    -  22,138  67 

From  which  deduct  current  expenses  of  the  year,     -  13,659  05 

Leaves  a  balance  of  -  8,479  62 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  interest  paid  within  the 

year,  -  -  -  -  1,979  94 

To  which  add  amount  of  tolls  due  by  individuals,  about  500  00 

■  * 

And  it  will  shew  the  nett  profits  of  the  year  to  be     -  $6,999  68 

Which,  considering  the  small  amount  of  wagonage  within  the  year, 
consequent  upon  the  low  price  of  flour,  fully  realizes  the  expectations 
of  the  board.  The  light  travel  has  increased  since  last  year,  but  not 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  make  up  for  the  falling  off  of  the  heavy  travel, 
for  the  reason  above  stated. 
Third. — Amount  of  tolls  received  the  year  ending  30th 

September  1850,  -  -  -  23,761  11 

Amount  of  tolls  received  the  year  ending 

30th  September  1S51,     -  -  22,138  67 

Amount  of  tolls  due  by  individuals,  about  500  00 

22,638  67 


And  it  will  shew  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  for  the  year 
of  $1,122  44 
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Amount  of  tolls  received  at  each  gate  for  the  past  year,  was  : 

S.  Hillman,                       Gate  No.  1,  -            -  2,469  91 

J.  G.  Mires,  "        2,  -            -  1,702  97 

A.  Hull,  "3,  -  -  1,615  63 
C.  Spengler,  "4,  -  -  1,429  90 
C.  C.  Mauser,  "5,  -  -  1,328  16 
P.  Supinger,  "6,  •  •  *  1,337  10 
J.  F.  Hockman,  "7,  -  -  1,243  64 
G.  Mewmaw,  "  8,  (double  up)  1,576  97 
W.  Wickes,  "  9,  (  "  down)  1,635  97 
E.  Wilkins,  "  10,  (  "  up)  1,113  06 
J.  Willard,  "  11,  (  "  down)  991  03 
W.  W.  Gibbs,  "      12,  -            -  648  27 

B.  Burgess,  "      13,  -            -  529  79 

C.  White,  "  14,  -  -  462  50 
G.  Griraer,  "  15,  -  -  777  60 
E.  Tapp,  "      16,  -            -  192  87 

Amount  of  tolls  received  at  the  gates,  -  19,055  36 

44           44         "          of  stage  proprietors,            -  2,880  00 

44  "     due  from  individuals  other  than  at  the 

gates,    -                                        -  202  94 

Add  amount  of  tolls  due  from  individuals,  about        -  500  00 

Aggregate  tolls  of  the  year,      -  -        $22,638  67 

Fourth. — Within  the  past  year  a  toll-gate  has  been  established  near 
Staunton  on  the  fractional  section  of  two  miles,  under  the  supervision 
of  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  at  a  cost  of  $  875  30  for 
lands,  buildings,  &c,  which  has  increased  the  expenses  of  the  year 
that  amount. 
Fifth. — There   has   been   applied  within  the  past  year 

17,173  perches  of  metal,  averaging  186f  perches  to  the 

mile,  at  an  average  cost  of  55%  cents  per  perch,  making 

a  total  amount  for  metal  of  - 

For  extra  raking,  - 

44       filling  ruts,  - 

For  ordinary  materiel,  extra, 
for  repairing  bridges,        - 

44  culverts  and  hollow  wajs, 

44  embankments, 

For  ditching,  extra,  - 

For  masonry,  - 

For  toll-houses  embraced  in  estimates  for  repairs, 

Exhibiting  a  total  amount  of  repairs  as  before  stated, 

Sixth. — Within  the  past  year  the  uncovered  bridge  across  Mill  creek 
at   Mount   Jackson    nas   given  way,   from    natural  decay,   and    a 


9,687 

35 

3  50 

7 

26 

2 

00 

165 

48 

25 

00 

64  62 

1 

00 

20 

00 

7 

15 

$  9.S73 

35 
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covered  bridge  upon  the  arched  principle  is  now  being  built,  at  a 
cost  of  $  725,  exclusive  of  some  small  amount  for  extra  masonry, 
not  estimated.  The  other  bridges  on  the  line  are  in  good  condition, 
and  the  general  face  of  the  road  never  was  finer.  With  an  ample 
supply  of  materiel  on  hand,  it  is  hoped  to  keep  it  up  the  coming 
winter. 

Seventh. — In  March  last  Mr.  John  Wright,  our  worthy  and  most 
valuable  superintendent  upon  the  lower  section  of  the  road,  died,  and 
Mr.  C.  G.  Turley,  the  superintendent  upon  the  upper  or  western  sec- 
tion, was  substituted  in  his  stead  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  whose 
efficiency  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  board,  and  wc  believe  to 
the  stockholders  generally. 

In  conclusion,  we  regret  to  say  there  was  no  annual  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  to-day,  notwithstanding  the  notice  given  through  the  seve- 
ral newspapers  along  the  line,  in  consequence,  wc  suppose,  of  the 
general  elections  being  on  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  stockholders  of  this  company ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  board  will  be  convened  at  an  early  day. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  W.  RICE, 

Pres.  V.  T.  Co. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works%  Richmond,   Va. 


Return  of  the  state  of  Hie  Valley  Turnpike  Company  for  the  year  ending 

the  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock  17,000  shares  of  $  25  each,  4  525,000  : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  6,400  shares,         160,000  00 
Subscribed  by  Board  of  public  works 
10,000  shares,  at  $  25  each,  -        265,000  00 


425,000  00 

Tolls  from  the  commencement,  -  185,706  68 

Interest    "  "  -  1,292  20 

Law         "  "  -  40  9t 

Loan  from  Valley  Bank,  -  -  3,000  00 

Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  state,  -  20,874  00 

Bonds  secured  by  mortgage,  -  13,916  00 

Amount  due  individuals  on  old  bonds,  944  70 

"  "  dividends,  1,005  90 

Due    by   individuals    for    stock    sub- 
scribed,       *  1,529  25 
Due  by  Board  of  public  works  for  stock 

subscribed,  -  2,293  88 

Expended  for  construction,      -  -        392,652  26 

11  repairs,  -  -        120,036  63 
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Expended  for  survey  and  location, 
"  officers'  salaries, 

#i  stationery  and  printing, 

"  land  damages, 

"  incidental  expenses, 

"  interest, 

"  law,       ... 

"  toll-houses,  gates,  lands,  &c. 

gate-keepers9  salaries,    - 
expenses  of  directory,     - 
"  loan  from  Valley  Bank, 

"  property,  instruments,  &c. 

Amount  of  loss  on  state  scrip,  &c. 
"       paid  on  guaranteed  and  mort- 
gage bonds, 
Amount  paid  on  old  bonds, 

"  dividends  to  common- 

wealth, 
"  dividends  to  individuals, 

Amount  due  paid  on  dividends  to  indi- 
viduals,       - 
Amount  due  paid  on  old  bonds, 
Balance  on  hand  in  cash  and  assets, 


u 


5,855 

45 

21,760 

81 

759 

59 

8,290 

07 

5,447 

68 

30,647 

07 

1,468 

15 

2,596 

31 

11,394 

36 

490 

00 

3,000 

00 

226 

50 

5,282  71 

18,297 

87 

3,571 

08 

5,252  66 

2,163 

50 

1,005 

90 

944  70 

6,513  93 

$651,780  38     651,780  38 

Note. — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  list  of  stock- 
holders since  the  last  list  furnished. 

J.  8.  CALVERT. 
Treas.  V.  T.  Co. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Valley  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30rA  September  1851. 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September  1850,  as  per  report,         11,774  37 

Add  receipts  within  the  year,  viz : 
Tolls  received,  .-----        22,138  67 


Total,         -  -            -        33,913  04 
Deduct  disbursements  within  the  year,  viz : 

For  officers'  salaries,               -            -  1,350  00 

stationery  and  printing,                 -  5  00 

incidental  expenses,          -            -  54  43 

interest,                 -            -             -  1,979  94 

repairs,                 ...  9,873  35 

toll-houses,  lands,  rents,  &c.        -  887  41 

expenses  of  directory,      -            -  127  50 

gate-keepers'  salaries,      -           -  1,298  23 
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For  law  expenses, 
"    guaranteed  and  mortgage  bonds, 
"    old  company  bonds, 
"    dividends  lo  individuals, 


Balance  on  hand  in  cash  and  assets, 

Cash  in  the  bands  of  the  treasurer, 

Judgment  vs.  the  estate  of  Jas.  Arthur,  for 

stock,  -  -  -  -  1,000  00 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  commissioners 
and  others,  for  stock  subscribed  and  cer] 
ti6ed  as  paid,  -  -  -  652  75 

Uncurrent  lunds  received  at  the  gates,  45  00 


All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


63  13 

11,408  32 

195  05 

156  75 

27,399  11 

$6,513  <*3 

4,816  18 

$6,513  93 


J.  S.  CALVERT, 
Trcas.  V.  T.  Co. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  oftlie  V.  T.  Co. 


WARM  SPRINGS  AND  HARRISONBURG  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Esq. 
Dear  Sir, 

Annexed  you  will  find  a  report  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  our  company  the  past  year,  from  which  you  will  find  we  have 
declared  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  of  the  com- 
pany, made  payable  on  the  1st  of  Nov.  next.  You  will  also  find  en- 
closed a  list  of  the  stockholders  in  our  company. 

The  whole  road  has  been  completed  ;  the  cost  per  mile  something 
over  five  hundred  dollars ;  the  length  of  the  improvement  58J  miles ; 

Etnt  of  commencement  Harrisonburg,  and  the  terminus  near  the 
th  Alum  springs. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

M.  HARVEY  EFFINGER. 
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Near  Harrisonburg,  Nov.  3d,  1851. 
J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Esq. 

Within  you  have  the  report  of  the  secretary  and  trea- 
surer of  the  Warm  springs  turnpike  company,  which  will  give  the 
financial  condition.  Our  road  has  become  from  the  travel  very  flat ; 
we  have  for  the  coming  year  increased  the  expenses  of  repairs,  and 
shall  have  the  road  filled  up  in  the  centre  and  ditches  will  be  opened, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  very  much  improve  the  condition  of  our  road. 

Yours,  &c.  most  respectfully, 

EDWARD  H.  SMITH, 
P.  W.  S.  tfH.  T.  Co. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Warm  Springs  and  Harrisonburg  Turnpike 
Company  for  the  year  ending  1st  of  October  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  30,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals,            -  18,000  00 

Subscribed  by  Board  of  public  works,  -            -               12,000  00 

Paid  by  individuals,         -  18,000  00 

Paid  by  Board  of  public  works,  -  12,000  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  and  due 

from  individuals,  as  per  last  annual 

report,  - 

Amount  of  tolls  received  from  1st  Oct. 

1850,  to  1st  Oct.  1851, 

To  paid  for  repairs  on  road  and  bridges 
from  1st  Oct.  1850,  to  1st  Oct.  1851, 

To  paid  for  collection  of  tolls, 

To  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  capital 
stock,  made  payable  1st  Nov.  1851, 

Incidental  expenses  paid  daring  present 
year,  -  -  - 

Expenses  of  secretary,  treasurer,  direc- 
tory, &c.      - 


Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  and  due 
from  individuals,      - 

In  hands  of  treasurer, 

In  former  treasurer's  hands,  (disputed,) 

Due  from  Rogers  &  Newman, 


Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  HARVEY  EFFINGER, 
Oct.  25th,  1851.  Sec'y  If  Treas'r. 


627  71 

2,437  53 

3,065  24 

694  38 
222  77 

1,200  00 

60  13 

227  21 

2,394  49 

f 070  75 

553  51 
97  41 
19  83 

$670  75 
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Officers  cf  the  Warm  Spring*  and  Harrisonburg  Turnpike  Company. 

Ed.  H.  Smith,  president ;  Ro.  M.  Kyle,  John  A.  Herring,  Peter 
Heneberger,  Wm.  Guy  and  Jas.  A.  Cochran,  directors;  M.  Harvey 
Effinger,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Compensation  of  president  and 
directors — two  dollars  per  day  for  services  rendered,  and  all  reason- 
able expenses.  Compensation  of  secretary  and  treasurer — fifty  dol- 
lars the  past  year,  and  all  reasonable  expenses. 


WELLSBUBG  AND  WASHINGTON  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Welhbwg  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  ZOth  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  17,858  33 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  429  shares,  at  $25,  10,725  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  285J  shares,  7,133  33 

Tolls  from  commencement  of  work  to  this  date,  13,735  74 

Debts  due  by  the  company,  nothing. 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid,       -  17  93 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid, -  -  -  -  62  31 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  593  01 

Debts  due  to  company  other  than  on  account 

of  stock,  *  -  -  -  80  05 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  work  from 
commencement  of  the  work  (1823)  to  this 
date,  -  17,858  33 

Expended  in  repairs  for  same  time,         -  11,362  94 

Property  now  held  by  company,  -  400  00 

[Two  toll-gates  and  two  frame  houses  for 
keepers.] 

Dividends  declared  from  commencement,  957  05 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1850,  as  per 
statement  below,  -  298  31 


$31,612  00    31,612  00 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year* 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 

report,  ....  298  31 

For  tolls,  including  debts  for  tolls,  -  934  90 

Total  receipts,  1,233  21 

Disbursements  during  the  year : 
For  improvements  and  repairs,    -  -  1,141  01 

For  officers'  salaries,  viz : 

Superintendent,  -  -  20  00 

Clerk,  -  -  20  00 

Advertising,         -  -  -  1  00 

41  00 

Toll  receivers'  compensation — There  are  two 

gates,  each  keeper  is  allowed  $8  per  month, 

which  is  paid  to  them  monthly  out  of  tolls 

received. 
Money  on  hand,  -  -  -  61  20 


$1,233  21      1,233  21 

From  extensive  repairs  lately  made,  the  road  now  is  in  complete 
good  order  its  whole  length,  namely,  6  miles  and  48  perches. 

A  list  of  the  stockholders,  with  the  number  of  shares  standing  to 
each  name,  and  the  amount  due  from  each,  is  herewith  enclosed.  It 
is  respectfully  requested  that  this  list  may  be  preserved,  as  from  the 
utter  want  of  value  of  the  stock,  no  transfer  will  be  made ;  it  requires 
all  the  tolls  to  keep  the  road  in  repair ;  therefore  no  dividend  is  ex- 
pected. 

Arrangement  for  keeping  the  works  in  repair :  A  superintendent 
who  owns  and  lives  on  a  large  farm  through  which  the  road  is  taken, 
visits  the  road  almost  daily,  and  has  repairs  made  as  occasionally  re* 
quired. 

A  map  of  the  improvement  has  some  years  ago  been  furnished. 


List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Company* 

1  John  Miller,  president,  and  director  for  the  commonwealth;  James 
W.  Miller,  Joseph  Applegate,  Thomas  Grimes,  Joseph  Gist,  direc- 
tors ;  John  Hinkson,  in  place  of  Wm.  Hinkson,  deceased,  who  was  a 
late  director. 

Joseph  Applegate,  superintendent,  salary  $20  per  annum ;  William 
McCluney,  clerk — same  salary  ;  John  M.  Wells,  treasurer,  in  place  of 
Danfd.  Brown,  resigned — salary  not  fixed  until  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  directors ;  two  gate-keepers,  at  $  8  per  month  each. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MILLER,  PresH. 
W.  McClunbt,  CUc 
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WELLSBORG  AND  BETHANY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Office  Wellsburg  and  Bethany  Turnpike 

Company,  November  7th,  1861. 

James  Brown,  Jr. 

Dear  Sir, 

Herewith  is  enclosed  a  statement  shewing  the  cost  for 
the  construction  of  the  work  from  the  commencement  to  date.  Also 
a  list  of  stockholders,  with  the  number  of  shares ;  amount  paid  and 
amount  due ;  list  of  president  and  directors,  managers,  gate-keepers, 
&c. ;  all  of  which  have  been  made  to  comply  with  the  circular  yoi* 
sent  as  nearly  as  possible. 

There  are  yet  some  unsettled  bills.  The  largest  is  with  one  of  the 
contractors,  who  is  claiming  considerable  more  for  extra  work  than 
the  company  are  willing  to  pay.  They  hope  to  get  the  matter  com- 
promised soon  by  allowing  some  of  his  extras.  The  road  is  now  in 
beautiful  order,  but  no  doubt  when  winter  sets  in  it  will  cut  up  in 
places.  They  have  tried  the  experiment  of  graveling  some  portions, 
and,  should  it  stand  well  through  the  winter,  will  continue  it  in  the 
spring.  It  can  be  done  much  cheaper  than  stoning  and  makes  a 
much  smoother  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  GIST,  Treasurer. 


Office  Wbllsburg  and  Bethany  Turnpike 

Company,  November  6th,  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $27,000 — which  is  not  all  taken: 

Subscribed  by  individuals  178}  shares, 
at  S  50, 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  269$  shares, 
at  $  50, 

Tolls  received  from  August  2d,  1851,  to 
date, 

Received  for  lumber  sold, 

Due  by  the  company  to  one  contractor, 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid 
at  date, 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 
unpaid  at  date, 

For  construction  of  work,  &c,  from  com- 
mencement to  date, 

Cash  on  hand, 


16 


- 

8,937  66 

- 

13,406  26 

; 

226  19 

16  60 

689  89 

780  46 

1,240  26 

18,624  13 
2,630  49 

$23,175  33 

23,176  33 

128  [Doc-  No.  18.] 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  for-the  Wellsburg  and  Bethany  Turnpike  from 

commencement  of  work  to  date. 

For  capital  stock : 
Amount  received  from  individuals,  -  8,157  04 

Amount  received  from  commonwealth,  -  12,166  00 

Amount  received  from  tolls,  -  225  19 

Amount  lumber  sold,  -  -  16  50 

Deduct : 
Disbursements  same  time,  as  per 
!    statement  annexed,  -       18,524  13 

Less  by  amount  due  contractor,  589  89 

•  —  17,934  24 

'        Balance  cash  on  hand,  2,630  49 


$20,564  73  20,564  73 

*  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Balance  cash  on  hand,  $  2,630  49 

<  __ BBBBBaB 

By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

JOS.  GIST,  Treasurer. 


Statement  of  Expenditures  for  the  construction  of  the  Wellsburg  and  Beth- 
any  Turnpike  from  commencement  of  work  to  this  date. 

Wellsburg,  Nov.  6th,  1851. 

For  bridge  No.  1,  double  track,  over  Buffalo  creek,  3,985  59 

"             2,  single  track,                     "           -  1,755  78 

3,             "                             «  1,861  42 

"             4,  Swan's  Wing  run,         -            -  102  94 

JTor  grading  1,931-iV  poles  of  road,  at  $  3  J,           -  6,761  30 

53  culverts,                  -  956  57 

;      filling  at  bridges,         -  93  85 

riprap  walls,                -             -             -             -  30  35 

,      322iV  perches  of  limestone  of  contractor,       -  161  10 

{      arching  tunnel,             ....  623  80 

t      surveying  and  measuring  road,            -            -  143  37 

advertising  notices,  &q.            -  6  00 

toll-houses,     -  326  44 

land  damages,             -            -            -            -  100  00 

stoning  and  graveling  parts  of  road,    -             -  204  00 

repairs,  hauling  stone,  embankments,  clearing 

slips,  tools,  dressing  up,  &c.            -            -  1,411  62 


$18,524  13 

Of  the  above  there  is  admitted  by  the  company  to  be  due  to  one  of 
the  contractors  not  yet  settled  or  paid,  $  589  89. 
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WEST  MILFORD  AND  NEW  SALEM  TURNPIKE  COMPANY; 

Return  of  the  state  of  West  Milford  and  New  Salem  Turnpike  Company 

for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1861. 

Capital  stock,  $  12,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  153  shares,  at  $  25  per  share, 

"  commonwealth  229J  " 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription 

unpaid,  - 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid, 
Expended  in  construction  of  the  work 

from    commencement    (29th   July 

1650)  to  this  date: 
Locating,  - 

Printing,  .... 

Postage,  .... 

Books  and  stationery,       - 
Draft  for  bridge,  - 

Clerk  and  treasurer,  ... 
Making  road,  .... 
Superintendent,  ... 

Cash  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1861,     - 


per  share, 

a 

3,825  00 
5,737  60 

2,799  93 
1,458  93 

■ 

342  26 

• 

32  11 

1  95 

2  37 

6  00 

• 
i 

300  00 

t 

3,802  51 
150  00 

■ 

667  45 

i 
i 

$9,562  50 

9,562  50 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 

Amount  received  from  individual  stock- 
holders, - 
Amount  received  from  Board  of  public 

works,  - 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
For  locating,        .... 

"    printing,         - 

u   postage,         .... 

u   books  and  stationery, 

•*   draft  for  bridge,         - 

44   clerk  and  treasurer,  ($  300  per  year,) 

14   superintendent,  ($200  per  year,) 

**   making  road,  - 

Cash  on  hand,      .... 


2,366  07 

2,937  67 

342  26 

32  11 

1  96 

2  37; 

5  00 

300  00 

150  00 

3,802  51 

667  45 

• 

$5,303  64 

5,303  64 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

It  JACKSON,  Clerk. 
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Length  of  road,  29£  miles ;  the  contractors  to  keep  the  road  in 
if  pair  for  one  year  from  the  reception  of  the  same, 

A.  L.  Patton,  president ;  H.  J.  Lynch,  Blackwcll  Jackson,  John 
Kee,  John  D.  Smith,  Stephen  Bassel,  directors;  R.  Jackson,  clerk 
and  treasurer,  $  300  per  year ;  E.  W.  Patton,  superintendent,  $  200 
per  year. 


WESTON  AND  GAULEY  BRIDGE  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  tlic  Weston  and  Gatdey  Bridge 

Turnpike  Co.  in  General  meeting  assembled. 

The  president  and  directors  of  this  company  make  the  following  as 
their  third  annual  report : 

That  since  the  last  annual  meeting  the  directors  have  let  to  contract 
32}  miles,  at  an  expense  of  $  10,395,  for  construction,  of  which  five 
miles  are  north  of  Summersville,  at  $1,964,  and  ten  miles  south 
of  Summersville,  at  $  4,396,  which  two  portions  are  to  be  completed 
by  the  1st  of  November  next ;  12  miles  south  of  Sutton,  at  $  4,361  60, 
and  5  miles  south  of  Summersville,  at  $  2,017  50,  which  two  portions 
are  to  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  November  1852 — making  20J  miles 
in  Nicholas  co.,  at  $8,377  50,  and  12  miles  in  Braxton,  at  $4,361  50. 
The  directory  have  prosecuted  the  work  to  the  full  extent  of  the  means 
at  their  command.  From  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  this 
load  it  appears  that  the  treasurer  of  this  company  has  collected  the 
sum  of  $  10,008  74  from  the  private  stockholders,  &c,  and  the  sum 
of  $  15,013  11  from  the  Board  of  public  works,  making  an  aggregate 
sum  of  $25,021  85,  and  that  the  treasurer  paid  out  $7,239  62 
in  1850,  and  $  17,038  91  in  1851,  making  the  aggregate  sum  of 
$  24,278  53.     Of  which  it  appears  that  there  has  been  paid : 

For  constructing  19  miles  in  Lewis,  $  5,150  62 

25         "      Braxton,  -  -  8,457  60 

35         "      Nicholas,  -  -  8,325  00 

For  contingent  expenses,  viz : 

Location,             -            .            _  1,455  36 

Superintendence,             ...  4^1  64 

President,  directors,  &c.              -            -  509  31 


2,446  31 

The  treasurer  having  collected  $14,912  95  in  1851,  his  commission 
on  that  amount  is  $  111  84,  making  the  total  expenses  $24,389  37, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $  631  48.  From  the  report  of 
the  superintendent  it  appears  that  the  road  under  contract  is  in  a  rapid 
state  of  construction. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OcU  1st  1861,  FELIX  SUTTON,  Pres't. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Weston  and  Gauley  bridge 
turnpike  company,  held  at  the  law  office  of  J.  N.  Camden  in  the 
town  of  Sutton  on  the  1st  day  of  October  1S51  : 

Resolved,  That  George  W.  Jackson,  Morgan  Dyer  and  Wm.  Morris 
be  a  committee  to  examine  the  account  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  this  company. 

Whereupon,  the  president  presented  in  open  meeting,  a  statement 
of  the  finances  of  the  company,  which  was  examined  by  said  com- 
mittee, approved  and  ordered  to  be  filed,  and  a  copy  of  the  same, 
together  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution  were  on  motion  of  the  state 
proxy,  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  public  works  as  the 
annual  report  of  the  stockholders  of  this  company  to  the  Board  of 
public  works. 

A  copy — Teste, 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  Clerk  of  Board. 


WHITE  AND  SALT  SULPHUR  SPRINGS  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

Union,  10th  Nov.  1851. 
Jambs  Brown,  Jr. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  treasurer  of  the  White  and  Salt  Sulphur  springs 
turnpike  company  has  not  been  enabled  to  make  out  his  report  lor  the 
year  ending  30th  September  1851  agreeably  to  the  prescribed  form, 
and  asks  you  to  do  it  for  him. 

Cash  on  hand  1st  Oct.  1850,  after  paying  dividends,      -  $  99  54 

Total  receipts  during  the  year  1851,      ...  1,099  72 

Debts  due  on  bond,       -            -            -            -            -  4  47 

Debts  due  on  account,  -  128  32 

Total  expenditures  during  the  year,       ...  449  26 

If  from  the  above  data  you  can  and  will  make  out  the  account  ac- 
cording to  form,  you  will  very  much  oblige 

HENRY  ALEXANDER,  Pres't. 

A  dividend  of  7J  per  cent,  was  declared  1st  October,  and  no  sur- 
plus on  hand. 

For  improvements,  &c.  -  -  -  -  317  60 

For  officers'  salaries,  -  -  -  -  40  16 

For  collecting  tolls,  -  -  -  -  91  50 

$449  2G 
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James  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor: 

Annexed  you  will  receive  an  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  White  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  September  1851. 

This  report  was  delayed  longer  than  was  required  by  instruction! 
owing  to  some  error  which  the  clerk  could  not  and  has  not  been  able 
to  detect  in  the  general  account.  (That  was  why  I  wrote  to  you 
some  time  ago  concerning  it.)  The  clerk,  was  compelled  (in  order  to 
balance  accounts)  to  force  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
not  being  able  (with  the  assistance  of  others)  to  do  otherwise. 

The  amount  on  hand  lacked  about  $  7  00  of  being  sufficient  to  de- 
clare a  dividend  of  7J  per  cent.,  and  the  directors  ordered  that 
amount  to  be  taken  from  tolls  of  the  next  year,  which  will  account  for 
the  dividend  having  taken  the  exact  amount  that  was  on  hand.  The 
profits  of  the  road  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  have  declared  6 
per  cent.,  if  it  had  not  been  for  debts  collected,  (heretofore  due,) 
which  enabled  the  board  of  directors  to  declare  the  dividend  of  7  J  per 
cent.  The  road  is  now  in  good  order.  The  road  is  20}  miles  long, 
commencing  near  the  Greenbrier  bridge  on  the  Kanawha  turnpike 
road,  and  terminating  at  the  Salt  Sulphur  springs  in  Monroe  county. 
The  general  course  of  the  road  is  about  south  23°  west.  I  think  a 
map  was  furnished  some  years  since ;  (of  this  I  am  not  certain.) 
There  are  two  toll-gates.  The  compensation  to  gate-keepers  is  10 
per  cent,  on  the  money  received.  The  road  is  kept  in  repair  by 
hired  hands.  Henry  Alexander  is  the  president  of  the  road.  Isaac 
Caruthers,  William  Erskine,  Allen  T.  Caperton,  Augustus  A. 
Chapman  and  Benjamin  F.  Steele,  are  the  directors.  John  Hutch- 
inson is  secretary  and  James  H.  Alexander  treasurer.  There  is  no 
superintendent  or  other  agent  employed  on  the  road.  There  has 
been  no  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  for  many  years,  as  the 
directors  own  all  the  individual  stock  except  twenty  shares. 

HENRY  ALEXANDER,  Pres. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  White  and  Salt  Sulphur  Springs    Turnpike 
Company  for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $10,000: 
Subscribed  by  individuals  120  shares,  at  $50  each,      -        6,000  00 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  80  shares,  at  $  50  each,      4,000  00 
Tolls,  rents,  and  other  profits  from  commencement  to  date,    13,542  12 
Dividends  unpaid,  ...  750  qq 

Due  on  bond,     -  -  -  4  47 

Due  on  open  account,  -  -  128  32 
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construction  of  the 

ihc  commencement 
.  i  date,  -        9,327  00 

in  land,  -  673  00 


!^d  in  repairs  for  same  time, 

10,000  00 
5,159  33 

:iy  now  held  by  the  company, 

50  00 

...^uds  declared  from  the  commence- 

ment,             - 

8,200  00 

i.sh  on  hand,   - 

750  00 

$24,292  12 

24,292  12 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  year. 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual 
report,  -  -  843  82 

Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 
Tolls,  rents  and  other  profits,  -  805  43 

Debts  received,  -  -  300  01 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year : 
For  improvements  and  repairs,  -  317  60 

Officers'  salaries — president  $2  per  day, 
directors  $1  50,  clerk  $  2,  treasurer  one 

per  cent,  state  tax  1 J  per  cent.  -  40  16 

Eipenses  collecting  tolls,      -  -  91  50 

Dividends  paid,  -  -  750  00 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  -  -  750  00 

$1,949  26         1,949  26 

Dividend  declared  of  7J  per  cent,  the  30th  day  of  September  1851, 
payable  forthwith. 

JOHN  HUTCHINSON,  Cleric. 


WINCHESTER  AND  BERRY'S  FERRY  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Winchester  and  Berry's  ferry 
turnpike  company,  in  making  their  annual  report  to  the  Board  of  pub- 
lic works,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state : 

That  one  section  of  the  road,  nearest  to  Winchester,  has  been  com- 
pleted for  a  short  time,  and  a  toll-gate  has  been  erected  thereon,  and 
the  company  is  now  in  the  receipt  of  tolls  from  that  section ;  and  they 
hope  to  complete  the  balance  of  the  road,  terminating  at  the  Shenan- 
doah river  at  Berry's  ferry,  by  the  1st  of  January  next. 
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We  have  heretofore  sent  a  list  of  the  private  stockholders,  and  die 
board  is  not  aware  of  any  change  in  the  list. 

A  map  of  the  improvement  has  been  furnished. 

The  length  of  the  road  is  nearly  fourteen  miles,  of  which  five 
miles  are  finished  and  the  remainder  in  a  state  of  forwardness. 

The  average  cost  per  mile  cannot  be  accurately  stated  at  present, 
but  it  will  be  about  $1,650. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are,  president,  treasurer,  secretary  and 
five  directors,  six  engineers  and  one  gate-keeper.  The  engineer  will 
soon  be  dispensed  with. 

The  engineer  receives  S  3  per  day  whilst  actually  engaged.  The 
president  and  the  other  officers  receive  no  compensation. 

The" gate-keeper  is  allowed  $100  per  year  ana  the  use  of  the  house 
and  lot  attached  to  it. 

The  report  as  to  the  finances  of  the  company  includes  all  its  trans- 
actions from  the  commencement,  as  but  little  was  done  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year. 

The  return  accompanies  this  report. 

A  copy — Teste, 

P.  WILLIAMS  S«?y. 
Oct.  25th,  1851. 


Officer* 


John  E.  Page,  president ;  Jacob  Baker,  David  H.  McOuire,  Ro- 
bert C.  Randolph,  David  Hollingsworth,  Philip  Williams,  direc- 
tors ;  George  W.  Scerror,  treasurer ;  P  Williams,  secretary ;  Wash- 
ington Blythe,  engineer. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Winchester  and  Berry1  s  Ferry  Turnpike  Com- 
pany from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  the  30th  Sept.  1851,  in- 
clusive. 

Capital  stock,  $  25,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  200  shares,  at  $  60 

per  share,  -  -  -  -'  10,000  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  800  shares,  at 

$  50  per  share,     -  15,000  00 

$25,000  00 
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Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  3,015  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's         do.  4,597  60 

Expended  in  construction  of  the  road, 
viz: 
Cash  paid  to  contractors,  15,607  88 

"        to  engineer,  chain  car- 
riers, markers,  &c.  352  75 

"        incidental  expenses,  41  75 

"        land  damages,  498  62 

"        toll-house,  843  29 

"        interest  on  bank  loans,  30  48 


16,874  77 

Cash  on  hand,  512  73 


$25,000  00 


Receipts  from  the  Board  of  public  works,        10,402  50 
Receipts  from  individuals,  -  -  6,985  00 

Money  borrowed  from  banks,     -  -  4,625  25 


Deduct  disbursements : 

22,012  76 

Cash  paid  to  contractors, 

15,607  88 

"        to  engineer,  chain  car- 
riers, markers,  &c. 

352  75 

"        incidental  expenses, 
"        land  damages, 
"        toll-house, 

41  76 
498  62 
343  29 

"        interest  on  bank  loans, 

30  48 

"        to  banks, 

4,625  25 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30th, 

21,600  02 

1851, 

$512  73 

17 
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II.  RAILROAD   COMPANIES. 


BLUE  RIDGE  RAILROAD. 

ANNUAL  HEPORT. 

Engineer's  Office,  Nov.  4, 1861. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Board  P.  Works. 

Gentlemen* 

• 

During  the  past  year  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  on  this  railroad,  as  your  honorable  board  ha$  had  occasion  to 
witness  in  the  several  examinations  you  have  made. 

The  division  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  which  had  not  been  put  under 
contract  at  the  same  time  with  the  eastern  side,  because  it  had  been 
deemed  premature  until  the  tunnel  approached  to  its  completion, 
there  being  then  no  immediate  expectation  of  an  extension  westward- 
ly,  received  new  importance  from  the  construction  undertaken  since, 
of  the  distance  between  Waynesboro'  and  Staunton  %  and  was  conse- 
quently contracted  for  in  December  last.  This  division  embraces 
three  miles,  including  the  bridge  over  the  South  river  and  a  deep  cot 
at  Waynesboro',  necessary  to  supply  materials  over  the  bridge  for  the 
long  embankment  across  the  low,  flat  bottom  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  which  does  not  afford  excavation  enough  for  the  said  embank- 
ment. Thq  work  here  has  been  prosecuted  with  great  energy  under 
the  immediate  direction  and  management  of  two  of  the  contractors, 
Messrs.  R.  L.  Walker  and  EL  L.  Gallaher.  The  masonry  of  the 
bridge  is  up  and  well  built,  but  the  superstructure  cannot  be  raised 
until  after  the  season  for  cutting  down  timber.  The  long  embank- 
ment is  in  a  considerable  state  of  progress,  but^  cannot  be  completed 
near  the  river  until  a  bridge  has  been  constructed  to  haul  materials 
over  from  the  Waynesboro'  side.  This  constitutes  the  11th  section. 
The  1 0th  section  will  be  entirely  completed  this  month ;  the  9th  will 
soon  follow. 

Next  in  order  comes  section  No.  1,  which  comprises  the  main  tun- 
nel, which  has  all  along  been  prosecuted  with  great  activity  and  skill, 
by  Messrs.  Kelley  and  Larguey,  against  more  than  usual  difficulties ; 
the  rock,  particularly  on  the  east  side,  being  excessively  hard.  They 
have  now  penetrated  an  aggregate  distance  on  both  sides  of  765  feet, 
viz :  295  on  the  east,  and  460  on  the  west  side.  The  rock,  notwith- 
standing all  the  reports  to  the  contrary,  has  been  from  the  beginning 
exactly  the  same,  namely,  craggy  and  rather  unsafe,  though  hard  on 
the  west  side,  and  as  hard  as  can  well  be  conceived  at  the  eastern 
end. 
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As  regards  the  probable  time  of  completion)  no  exact  computation 
can  be  predicated  on  former  progress.  Many  circumstances  may 
hasten  it,  while  others  (as  yet  unforeseen)  may  delay  it.  The  work 
had  advanced  96  feet  during  the  last  month,  under  circumstances  the 
permanency  of  which  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  doubt.  If  so, 
the  tunnel  may  be  through  in  tnree  years.  Its  ultimate  completion, 
however,  will  depend  on  the  extent  to  be  arched  in.  So  far,  the  weat* 
ern  opening  would  be  unsafe  without  it,  while  the  eastern  one  would 
stand  firm  without  this  protection.  Indications,  however,  are  in  favor 
of  a  more  secure  roof  very  shortly  on  the  west  side. 

On  the  second  section  east  of  the  tunnel,  the  work  has  been  heavy, 
but  is  approaching  its  completion ;  it  has  been  materially  increased 
by  immense  slides  of  rock  which  occur  even  with  slopes  under  which 
earth  itself  would  stand.  Though  common  over  the  Alleghany,  this  is 
the  only  locality  where  I  have  met  with  them  on  this  side ;  they  takfe 
place  more  or  less  on  the  eastern  division  down  to  Blair  Park,  whete 
they  cease. 

The  3rd  section  is  very  nearly  finished. 

The  4th  section  includes  the  heavy  embankment  across  Robinson's 
hollow  and  the  adjacent  deep  cuts ;  a  great  deal  remains  here  yet  to 
be  done.  The  excavation  being  mostly  through  rock,  and  only  to  be 
approached  from  the  ends  of  each  deep  cut,  can  be  worked  only  by 
a  limited  force,  and  will  consequently  require  more  time  than  excava- 
tions through  more  level  ground. 

On  the  6th  section  the  2d  tunnel  occurs :  its  excavation  has  proved, 
contrary  to  expectations,  excessively  bad  and  dangerous,  requiring  the 
protection  of  heavy  timbering  all  along,  and  consequently  also  arching 
the  whole  distance,  750  feet,  an  operation  which  will  begin  next 
spring  after  the  breaking  up  of  frost. 

The  3d  tunnel  in  the  6th  section  is  about  of  the  same  character,  but 
much  shorter :  it  is  now  about  200  feet  in,  being  one-half  of  its  length. 

The  7th  and  8th  sections  are  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  which  en- 
sores  their  completion  at  an  early  period  next  year. 

I  speak,  however,  of  the  completion,  without  reference  to  the  limi- 
tation of  the  annual  appropriation  to  $100,000.  But  I  beg  to  submit 
respectfully  to  your  consideration  this  important  matter;  for,  unless 
the  restriction  be  removed,  the  prosecution  of  the  work  must  necessa- 
rily be  delayed,  as  it  is  evident  that  next  year  an  increased  demand 
far  funds  will  take  place  on  this  work. 

1st.  For  the  regular  operations  of  construction  as  heretofore. 

2d.  To  meet  the  just  claims  of  the  contractors  for  the  20  per  cent, 
reserved,  as  every  section  and  contract  is  completed,  which  on  all  the 
contracts  will  itself  exceed  $100,000. 

3d.  To  pay  for  iron  rails  and  the  laying  of  the  track  in  connection 
with  the  Central  railroad  on  either  side  of  the  mountain. 

The  cost  of  th$  work  up  to  the  1st  of  October,  was  as  follows : 

1st  section,  over  one  mile,  including  main  tunnel,  48,387  06 

2d      do.      one  mile  east  of  the  mountain,  far  advanced,  27,294  40 
3d      do.      one  mile,  nearly  finished,  -  -        13,711  11 


4th 

do. 

6th 

do. 

6th 

do. 

7th 

do. 

8th 

do. 

9th 

do. 

10th 

do. 

11th 

do. 
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one  mile,  much  remains  to  be  done,  -  26,092  53 
one  mile,  including  2d  tunnel,     -  -        44,369  83 

one  and  one-fifth  mile,  comprising  3d  tunnel,  26,104  49 
one  and  one-eighth  mile,  greater  part  done,  23,294  36 
one  and  three-fourths  mile,  nearly  completed,  20,605  97 
one  mile  west  of  the  mountain,  -  8,783  16 

one  mile  west  of  the  mountain,  almost  finished,  7,883  15 
one  mile,  ending  at  Waynesboro9,  including 

the  bridge,      ....        13,609  81 

Total  cost  so  far,  $260,135  87 

Which  is  still  considerably  short  of  the  estimate,  though  it  is  apparent 
that  it  will  be  exceeded  to  an  extent,  however,  less  than  might  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  following  (mostly  unforeseen)  causes,  which  have 
operated  unfavorably : 

1st.  The  big  tunnel,  as  is  well  known,  had  to  be  relet  at  an  ad- 
vanced price. 

2d.  As  regards  new  contracts,  the  original  price  for  labor,  which 
was  only  76  cents  per  day,  has  risen  since  to  87J  cents,  and  even 
one  dollar. 

3d.  Extensive  slides  of  rock,  which,  characteristic  of  the  mountains 
west  of  the  Alleghany,  were  unexpected  here,  have  taken  place  to  a 
considerable  amount. 

4th.  All  sorts  of  materials,  lime,  timber,  and  even  building  stone, 
are  deficient  here,  and  had  to  be  procured  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. 

Finally,  the  smaller  tunnels,  unlike  those  that  have  been  constructed 
in  similar  regions  in  neighboring  states,  present  extraordinary  difficul- 
ties. They  must  be  perforated  by  blasting,  and  yet  will  not  sustain 
themselves  without  heavy  timbering  and  final  arching. 

All  these  disadvantages,  however,  are  counterbalanced  in  part  by 
occasional  unexpected  facilities  in  some  excavations,  which  prove  more 
favorable  than  appearances  led  to  suppose. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject  of  land  damages  which  remain  unsettled,  and  are  likely  to 
be  so,  until  the  question  relative  to  the  intention  and  application  of 
the  law  has  been  determined  by  competent  authority — there  being  a 
diversity  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  the  counties  having  indicated 
no  disposition  to  take  any  action  in  regard  thereto,  and  only  irregular 
proceedings  having  so  far  taken  place,  which  would  have  resulted  in 
most  enormous  assessments  if  accepted. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  CROZET, 

Engineer  Blue  Ridge  Railroad. 
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GREENESVILLE  AND  ROANOKE   RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  Greenesville  and  Roanoke  R.  Co. 

Petersburg,  November  24,  1851. 

Jambs  Brown,  Jr.,  Esq. 

Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

#  I  enclose  you  the  last  annual  report  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Greenesville  and  Roanoke  railroad  company,  and  have  added  to 
it  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  from  the  date  of  it 
to  September  30th,  1851,  to  shew  you  how  the  company  stood  on  that 
day.  From  these  statements  you  will  see  that  it  is  out  of  debt  and 
in  a  prosperous  condition. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

H.  D.  BIRD,  PresH. 


Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Greenesville  and  Roanoke  Railroad 

Company. 

PROCEEDINGS  of  the  stockholders. 

At  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Greenesville  and  Roanoke 
railroad  company,  held  on  Friday,  the  16th  day  of  May  1851,  there 
vas  represented,  in  person  and  by  proxy,  a  majority  of  the  stock,  upon 
which  the  meeting  was  organized,  and  D'Arcy  Paul  was  appointed 
chairman,  and  H.  D.  Bird  secretary. 

The  president  presented  and  read  to  the  meeting  the  report  of  the 
board  oi  directors,  shewing  the  condition  of  the  company  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  when  H.  D. 
Bird  was  unanimously  re-elected  president,  and  A.  G.  Mcllwaine, 
John  Bragg,  B.  H.  May,  Robert  Leslie  and  Edmund  Wilkins,  direc- 
tors. 

On  motion,  P.  C.  Spencer,  Thomas  N.  Lee  and  Quin  Morton  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  road,  de- 
pots, &c. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  in  order  to  protect 
their  interest  in  our  road,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Greenesville  and  Roanoke  railroad  company  shall  sub- 
scribe to  the  stock  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  railroad  company. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

D'ARCY  PAUL,  Chairman. 
H.  D.  Bird,  Sec'y. 
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REPORT   OF   THE   BOARD   OF   DIRECTORS. 

We  present  you  with  the  customary  statements  of  the  business  of 
the  road  and  the  affairs  of  the  company  for  the  twelve  months  end- 
ing April  30th,  1851.  From  these  you  will  see  that  the  receipts  of 
transportation  were  $  37,461  32,  and  the  expenses  $  22,829  74.  The 
nett  income  was  $14,631  58.  This  added  to  the  surplus  from  the  pre* 
vious  year,  and  the  interest  received,  made  the  sum  of  $16,421  52, 
applicable  to  dividends.  Out  of  this  we  made  a  dividend  of  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent.,  which  left  a  surplus  of  $1421  52.         # 

Comparing  the  receipts  with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  it  appears 
there  was  a  falling  off  in  freights  of  $  4211  08,  but  a  gain  in  passen- 
gers of  $1908  81,  making  a  nett  falling  off  in  the  receipts  of  $2302  27. 
The  decline  in  the  freights  was  chiefly  in  the  item  of  tobacco,  of  which 
it  is  well  known  the  crop  was  a  short  one. 

You  are  well  aware,  tnat  an  effort  is  now  making  to  raise  the  stock 
of  the  company  incorporated  to  rebuild  the  Raleign  and  Gaston  rail- 
road. The  last  account  we  have  from  North  Carolina  is  that  the  sub- 
scription there  is  progressing  well,  and  no  doubt  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  stock  will  be  raised  in  that 
state.  The  Petersburg  commissioners  are  still  soliciting  subscriptions 
here,  but  owing  to  the  numerous  heavy  drafts  for  other  works,  which 
have  so  lately  been  made  on  the  people  of  this  community,  the  paper 
fills  up  slowly. 

The  great  importance  of  keeping  up  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  rail- 
road to  ours  is  too  obvious  to  dwell  upon.  More  tnan  half  the  busi- 
ness of  our  road  comes  over  that  work,  and  that  we  would  lose  a  large 
amount  of  it,  if  wagons  were  substituted  for  the  railroad,  is  very  cer- 
tain. But  besides  this  loss,  if  the  Raleigh  road  should  go  down,  we 
shall  be  deprived  of  the  great  benefits  of  a  connection  with  the  North 
Carolina  railroad,  which  is  now  about  to  be  put  under  contract.  These 
facts  call  imperatively  upon  those  owning  stock  in  our  road  to  assist 
in  the  reconstruction  of  the  Raleigh  road.  Some  have  already  done 
so,  liberally,  but  others  have  as  yet  done  nothing.  We  think  this  re- 
suits  mainly  from  the  subject  not  having  been  brought  directly  to  their 
notice — and  some  perhaps  may  imagine  that  the  Raleigh  road  will  not 
be  suffered  to  go  down.  These  last  are  informed  that  during  the  last 
busy  season  the  Petersburg  company  had  to  decline  receiving  goods 
for  the  Raleigh  road,  owing  to  its  inability  to  take  them  from  Gaston* 
The  road  indeed,  we  are  assured,  cannot  continue  transportation  much 
longer  in  its  present  dilapidated  condition.  We  trust,  therefore,  that 
those  stockholders  who  have  not  yet  taken  an  interest  in  the  new  com- 
pany will  come  forward  and  do  it.  Besides  securing  our  road  in  its 
present  prosperous  condition,  and  indeed  advancing  it,  the  investment 
itself  cannot  fail  to  be  profitable;  for  the  Raleigh  road,  reconstructed 
with  edge-rails,  and  connected  with  the  important  work  about  to  be 
built  through  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  must  do  a  good  business. 
It  therefore  has  a  double  claim  on  your  attention. 
By  order  of  the  board. 

H.  D.  BIRD,  President. 
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Detailed  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenses  of  Transportation  of  the 
Greenesville  and  Roanoke  Railroad  Company  for  the  twelve  months  end- 
ing April  30th,  1851. 

Receipts : 

From  freight,        .....  25,685  46 

passengers,               -  9,775  86 

mail,            .....  2,000  00 


Expenses  * 
Paid  Petersburg  railroad  company  for  doing 
the  transportation,         .  .  - 

Cost  of  repairs  of  road : 
Tor  timber,  -  -  -  - 

hand  hire,     -  -  -  - 

overseer,       - 

iron,  spikes,  &c.        -  -  - 

Cost  of  repairs  of  bridges,  depots,  &c. : 
Timber,  - 

Carpenters,  - 

House  of  Ryland's,  -  -  - 

Ropes,  fixtures,  &c.         -  -  . 

Salaries  of  officers,  ... 

bsunmce,  taxes,  &c.      ... 


$37,461  32 

3,048  63 

1,519  50 

400  00 

837  69 

14,984  63 

5,805  82 

1,088  15 
800  00 
151  24 

206  85 

439  00 

360  44 

81  86 

$22,829  74 

Rett  income,       ...            -  $14,631  58 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  on  Dividend  Account  for  the 

twelve  months  ending  April  30th,  1851. 

Receipts: 

Surplus  undivided  May  1st,  1850,             -  1,505  91 

Sett  income  as  above,      ...  14,631  58 

Interest  received,              ...  284  03 


$16,421  52 


Payments : 
Dividends  of  November  1850,  and  April  30th  1851, 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.        ...  15,000  00 

Surplus  undivided,  ....  $1,421  52 
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N.  B.  The  capital  of  the  company  remains  the  same,  $  200,000. 
The  debt  has  all  been  paid  off,  and  the  cost  of  road  reduced  to  the 
amount  of  the  capital. 


REPORT   OF   THE     COMMITTEE    OF   EXAMINATION. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  company  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  visited  the  road  several  times  during  the  past  year, 
and  found  it  in  good  order.  The  timber  and  iron  were  in  good  con- 
dition, and  the  ditches  well  cleaned  and  properly  graded. 

As  the  Petersburg  railroad  company  is  now  rebuilding  their  road 
with  T  rails,  and  there  is  a  great  prospect  that  the  Raleigh  and  Gas- 
ton road  will  be  rebuilt  in  the  same  manner,  we  suggest  to  you  the. 
propriety  of  making  arrangements  to  have  ours  done  also.  We  think 
this  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  ensure  a  continuance  of  the  present 
prosperous  condition  of  the  road. 

P.  C.  SPENCER,  Chairman. 


Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Greenesville  and  Roanoke  Railroad  Cam' 
pany  from  May  1st,  1851,  to  September  30th,  1851 — 5  months. 

Receipts : 
Surplus  undivided  May  1,  1851,         -  1,421  52 

Transportation  for  5  months,  -  15,974  42 

$17,395  94 

Disbursements : 
Paid  Petersburg  railroad  company  for  doing  the  trans- 
portation,   ----.-  6,291  41 
Officers'  salaries,        -            -            ...            .  &qq  qq 
Repairs  of  road,         -  1,039  34 
Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30th,  1851,          ...  9,565  19 

$17,395  94 
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Proceedings  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mar 
nassa's  Gap  Railroad  Company ,  held  at  Salem  in  the  County  of  Faur 
quier,  2d  September  1851,  togetlier  with  the  Amended  Charter  and  the 
Proceedings  connected  therewith. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  Charter,  and  authorizing  a  Subscription  on  behalf  of  the  State  to 
the  stock  of  the  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad  Company.    Passed  Feb.  10th,  1851. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  When  the  Board  of  public  works 
shall  be  satisfied  that  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  of  the  Ma- 
nassa's gap  railroad  company  have  been  subscribed  for  by  persons 
solvent  ana  able  to  pay,  the  said  board  shall  subscribe  on  behalf  of 
the  state  for  forty  thousand  dollars  of  the  said  stock ;  and  so  from 
time  to  time,  and  in  the  same  proportion,  shall  continue  to  subscribe 
on  behalf  of  the  state  for  the  said  stock  to  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  that  sum  being  two-fifths  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company. 

The  said  subscription  shall  be  paid  pari  passu  with  the  individual 
subscriptions,  and  to  that  end  the  saia  board  shall  borrow  on  the 
credit  of  the  state  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  funds  authorized  by  this  act  shall  not  be  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  said  road  beyond  the  town  of  Strasburg  in  the  county  of 
Shenandoah,  until  the  same  shall  be  completed  from  its  eastern  ter- 
minus to  a  point  at  or  near  that  town. 

That  the  second  section,  except  that  part  conferring  corporate  ex- 
istence, all  of  the  third  and  eighth  sections  of  the  act  to  incorporate 
*lhe  Manassa's  gap  railroad  company,  passed  March  9th,  1850,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

That  the  said  railroad  company  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  privileges 
of  the  Code  of  Virginia  applicable  to  such  company,  in  like  manner 
as  though  its  original  charter  had  been  granted  since  the  commence- 
ment of  said  Code  on  the  first  of  July  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty. 

This  act  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and  after  its  accept- 
ance by  a  majority  of  the  stockholders,  given  in  general  or  a  called 
meeting  of  the  company  assembled  for  the  purpose,  by  a  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  meeting  published  for  thirty  days  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  and  a  like  publication  in 
the  town  of  Winchester,  and  the  acceptance  certified  within  six 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act  to  the  Board  of  public  works. 


A  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Manassa's  gap  railroad  com" 
pany  was  held  at  their  office,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on  the  10th 
day  of  April  1851,  in  accordance  with  previous  notice,  as  required  by 
act  of  assembly. 

On  motion  of  F.  L.  Smith  of  Alexandria,  the  meeting  was  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  Giles  Cook  of  Warren  county  as  chairman, 
Edward  Green  being  appointed  to  act  as  secretary. 

The  chairman  having  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  on 
motion  of  T.  M.  Monroe,  it  was  ordered  that  a  committee  be  appointed 

18 
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to  examine  proxies  and  report  to  the  meeting  their  sufficiency.  The 
chairman  appointed  T.  M.  Monroe,  Robert  Beverley  and  William  D. 
Massey. 

The  committee  on  proxies  made  a  report,  which  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 

The  roll  being  called,  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  which  could  be  le- 
gally given  were  found  to  be  represented,  either  personally  or  by  proxy. 

A  report  was  handed  in  from  the  president  of  the  company,  which 
was  received,  read  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  secretary  was  directed  to  read  the  act  passed  by  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

A  motion  was  made  by  F.  L.  Smith,  that  the  vote  be  now  taken 
whether  this  meeting  will  accept  the  law  as  passed  by  the  general  as- 
sembly, appropriating  $  320,000  or  two-fifths  of  the  capital  stock ; 
which  motion  being  put  by  the  chair,  was  unanimously  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  3}  o'clock. 

The  meeting  convened  at  3  J  o'clock,  as  per  adjournment,  when, 
after  an  informal  discussion  of  several  matters, 

On  motion,  an  adjournment  was  made  sine  die. 

GILES  COOK,  Chairman. 
Edw.  Green,  Secretary. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Manassa's  gap 
roilroad  company  was  held  at  the  town  of  Salem  in  the  county  of 
Fauquier,  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  September  1851. 

On  motion  of  F.  L.  Marshall,  the  meeting  was  organized  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Philip  Pitman  as  chairman. 

Edward  Green,  the  clerk  of  the  company,  was  designated  to  act  as 
secretary,  and  Reuben  Johnston  as  assistant  secretary. 

On  motion  of  F.  L.  Jones,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  validity  of  proxies.  The  chair  appointed  F.  L.  Jones, 
Rob't  Beverley  and  Andrew  J.  Fleming. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  adjourn  for  half  an  hour. 

The  meeting  convened  in  accordance  with  the  adjournment,  when 
the  chair  stated,  that  having  received  the  appointment  of  state  proxy, 
he  deemed  it  inconsistent  with  that  appointment  to  act  as  their  chair- 
man, and  begged  to  be  excused;  whereupon  James  K.  Marshall  was 
unanimously  elected  to  act  as  the  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

The  committee  on  proxies  made  a  report,  and  handed  in  a  list  of 
proxies,  when  there  were  found  to  be  present,  in  person  and  by  proxy, 
a  large  majority  of  all  the  voles  that  could  be  legally  given. 

The  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  for  the  past  year, 
with  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  was  received,  read,  and  unani- 
mously approved. 
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The  report  of  the  examining  committee  for  the  past  year  was  re- 
ceived, read  and  adopted. 

Thomas  H.  Boswell  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
first  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  and  also  of  the  by-laws,  which  was 
accordingly  done,  and  on  his  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  of 
one  member  from  each  county,  to  take  into  consideration  the  16th  by- 
law, which  is,  "  The  number  of  directors  shall  hereafter  be  seven." 
The  chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen,  viz :  Thomas  H.  Bos- 
well of  Fauquier,  Samuel  C.  Richardson  of  Warren,  George  S.  Ayre 
of  Loudoun,  John  H.  Carter  of  Prince  William,  Reuben  Johnston  of 
Alexandria,  and  Philip  Pitman  of  Shenandoah. 

Resolved^  That  this  meeting  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  2  o'clock 
P.M. 

The  meeting  assembled  at  2  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when 
the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  loth  by-law 
made  a  report ;  whereupon,  the  16th  by-law  was  unanimously  re- 
scinded. 

On  motion  of  Philip  Pitman,  it  was  moved  that  the  salary  of  the 
president  be  increased  by  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  which 
motion  being  put  by  the  chair,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  unani- 
mously. 

On  motion  of  Philip  Pitman,  Edward  C.  Marshall  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency  and  unanimously  re-elected. 

It  was  moved  by  Reuben  Johnston,  to  go  into  an  election  of  direc- 
tors, when  William  H.  Fowle  of  Alexandria,  and  James  W.  Foster  of 
Fauquier,  were  unanimously  re-elected,  and  Andrew  Pitman  of  War- 
ieo,  elected  directors. 

It  was  moved  by  Philip  Pitman  of  Shenandoah,  that  the  vote  for 
the  election  of  a  director  from  Warren  county  be  reconsidered ;  which 
motion,  after  discussion,  was  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Monroe, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  the  election  of  Andrew  Pitman  of 
Warren,  in  the  place  of  Alfred  Rector  of  Fauquier,  by  this  meeting, 
no  disapprobation  of  the  course  of  Mr.  Rector  is  intended  to  be  ex- 
pressed, but  the  selection  of  Mr.  Pitman  is  made  in  deference  to  the 
r'nion,  that  the  interests  of  the  company  require  that  one  director 
uld  be  selected  from  the  Valley. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  company  express  their  entire  approval  of 
the  course  of  Mr.  Rector  as  director. 

A  motion  being  made  for  the  election  of  an  examining  committee, 
the  last  committee,  consisting  of  Thomas  H.  Boswell  of  Fauquier,  and 
Reuben  Johnston  and  Stephen  Shinn  of  Alexandria,  were  unanimously 
re-elected. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Fleming,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  president 
and  directors,  the  chief  engineer,  and  the  examining  committee,  toge- 
ther with  the  amended  charter  and  the  proceedings  of  the  last  called 
meeting,  be  published  in  pamplet  form  tor  the  use  of  the  stockholders ; 
and  that  the  same  be  distributed  by  the  board  of  directors. 
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On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  tendered  to  the  chair- 
man for  the  able,  efficient  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  presided 
over  their  deliberations  and  discharged  the  duties  imposed  on  him. 

JAMES  K.  MARSHALL,  Chairman. 

Edw.  Green,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

This,  the  first  annual  report  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors, is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  appended  report  of  the  treasurer,  giving  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  company  up  to  the  4th  of  August,  exhibits  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  $41,637;  amount  of  receipts  $103,800;  payments 
$72,262;  whole  amount  of  subscriptions  $513,650;  subscriptions 
yet  unpaid  $  409,850. 

A  resolution  of  the  stockholders  passed  at  the  first  meeting,  requires 
a  separation  of  the  funds  raised  by  subscription  east  of  the  gap  from 
those  raised  on  the  west.  This  policy  of  the  company  has  led  the 
board  to  divide  into  two  parts  the  capital  stock,  which  is  $  800,000 — 
of  which  $500,000  is  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  the  road 
from  the  Junction  to  the  "  top  of  the  Ridge,"  a  distance  of  42J  miles, 
and  $300,000  to  the  construction  of  the  road  from  the  top  of  the 
Ridge  to  Strasburg,  a  distance  of  18$  miles.  The  distributive  eastern 
portion  has  been  subscribed,  and  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  whose 
report  accompanies  this,  will  shew  that  $  500,000  will  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  construction  of  the  road  east  of  the  gap,  exclusive  of  equip- 
ment. The  estimates  place  the  charge  for  graduation,  masonry  and 
superstructure,  at  the  sum  of  $473,000,  which  is  little  less  than 
$  11,000  a  mile — while  the  balance,  $27,000,  will  be  adequate  to  the 
payment  of  expenses  of  surveys,  salaries,  land  damages,  &c. 

The  cost  of  the  road  from  the  top  of  the  Ridge  to  Strasburg  will  be 
greater  in  proportion  to  distance,  growing  out  of  the  necessity  of 
keeping  the  line  more  upon  the  rugged  mountain  side  in  order  to  get 
the  best  grade,  and  also  out  of  bridging  the  two  forks  of  the  Shenan- 
doah river.  Very  active  efforts  have  been  used  to  obtain  the  sub- 
scriptions necessary  to  raise  the  amount  of  capital  stock  ($300,000) 
appropriated  to  this  section  of  the  work.  Warren  has  nobly  done  her 
duty,  by  making  a  subscription  of  $45,000.  Notwithstanding  our 
past  failures  in  Shenandoah,  we  are  sanguine  of  future  success,  confi- 
dent that  when  all  misapprehensions  of  the  local  policy  of  this  compa- 
ny arc  removed,  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  claims  of  this  great 
work  have  been  already  received  by  a  large  majority  of  her  people 
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will  continue  to  spread  and  will  prevail  in  the  whole  county  of  She- 
nandoah. The  subscriptions  of  these  two  counties,  $  120,000,  will 
make,  with  the  remaining  state  appropriation,  S  240,000.  Individual 
subscriptions,  which  now  amount  to  nearly  8  15,000,  will,  with  the 
stock  subscriptions  of  contractors,  make  up  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  ($300,000)  which  is  the  distributive  share  of  this  section. 

The  board  has  ordered  the  corps  of  engineers  of  location  to  resume 
its  work,  now  complete  to  Strasburg,  and  at  once  to  carry  on  the  loca- 
tion of  the  line  to  Harrisonburg.  The  enterprise  is  as  much  indebted 
to  its  friends  in  Rockingham  and  Shenandoah  as  to  its  friends  in  the 
east ;  and  though  the  policy  has  been  adopted  as  the  wisest  to  take 
one  step  at  a  time,  and  that  step  now  in  progress  is  the  one  to  Stras- 
burg, yet  its  eastern  friends  will  ever  ardently  strive,  in  perfect  faith 
with  their  western  brotherhood,  to  carry  out  the  undertaking  to  its 
final  consummation. 

The  road  from  the  Junction  to  Strasburg  will  be  60  7-10  miles  in 
length.  It  will  be  made  at  a  small  comparative  cost,  as  also  with 
moderate  gradients  and  easy  curves.  Curvature  of  least  radius 
1000  feet — the  average  radii  2370.  The  heavy  tonnage  will  pass 
from  the  west  to  the  east.  The  greatest  ascent  in  this  direction  is 
from  the  river  to  the  mountain,  the  average  grade  being  51  feet,  and 
the  highest  grade  70  feet,  for  less  than  a  mile.  There  will  be  to  the 
freight  borne  eastward  an  ascent  for  20  miles — descent  40  miles. 

The  board  have,  upon  the  recommendation  of  our  engineer,  bought 
rails  of  the  T  pattern,  a  heavy  rail  weighing  52  pounds  to  the  linear 
yard.  The  board  have  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  Dunlop,  an 
agent  of  high  standing,  for  delivery  in  Alexandria  of  2750  tons  of 
best  English  iron,  at  S40  50,  and  have  additionally  ordered  500  tons. 
Five  hundred  tons  have  arrived  and  1032  tons  have  been  reported  to 
have  been  despatched  and  to  be  on  the  way.  The  iron  thus  order- 
ed is  sufficient  in  amount  to  lay  the  whole  extent  of  the  road  from 
the  Junction  to  Farrowsvillc,  within  four  miles  of  the  top  of  the  Ridge. 
The  board  feel  a  great  anxiety  to  complete  the  first  twenty  miles 
of  the  road,  which  will  bring  it  to  the  Plains,  a  point  of  accommoda- 
tion to  all  Upper  Fauquier  and  a  large  portion  of  Loudoun — and 
should  the  weather  be  favorable,  they  flatter  themselves  that  this 
most  desirable  purpose  can  be  effected  by  the  1st  of  January  1852. 

The  board  have  at  heart  the  making  of  a  contract  with  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  railroad  company,  by  which  this  company  will  be 
enabled  to  run  its  freight  and  passenger  cars  upon  the  road  of  that 
company  from  the  Junction  to  Alexandria,  without  delay  or  cost  of 
transshipment  or  transfer  of  any  kind.  An  agreement  had  been  effect- 
ed between  the  two  companies,  but  it  was  found  that  this  company 
had  not  the  legal  power  to  make  a  binding  contract  of  the  sort.  The 
stockholders  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company  passed 
a  resolution  at  their  late  meeting  affirming  their  approbation  of  the 
measure,  and  the  president  and  directors  of  that  company  have  re- 
newed their  cordial  expressions  of  willingness  to  unite  with  us  in  car- 
2ing  out  the  provisions  of  the  contract  as  soon  as  the  power  is  con- 
rred  by  the  legistature. 
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Gentlemen,  with  congratulations  upon  the  promising  aspect  of  our 
great  and  cherished  enterprise,  we  submit  to  your  examination  our 
account  of  the  progress  and  prospects  of  the  work. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

EDW.  C.  MARSHALL,  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

EngVs  Office  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad 

Alexandria,  August  26,  1851. 

To  the  President  and  Directors. 

Gentlemen, 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  operations  of  this  department,  since  its  organization,  now 
about  twelve  months. 

Th  line  has  been  located  from  its  intersection  with  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  road,  (through  the  counties  of  Prince  William,  Fau- 
quier and  Warren,)  to  the  town  of  Strasburg  in  Shenandoah,  and  the 
work  is  under  construction  to  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain. 

A  careful  estimate  of  the  cost  has  been  made,  based  upon  its 
progress  thus  far,  and  the  amount  will  not  exceed  my  first  expecta- 
tions. The  sum  required  for  the  graduation  and  masonry  of  that 
portion  now  under  contract  will  be  8  213,179. 

Amount  done,  ....  94,607  94 

Amount  to  do,  ....        118,581  06 

Length  in  miles  42  4-10,  -  -  -      8  213,179  00 

The  location  in  Prince  William  leaves  the  Orange  road  at  station 
14G8,  and  crossing  the  Alexandria  and  Fauquier  turnpike  at  the 
Stage  Stables,  enters  the  Thoroughfare  gap  through  the  valley  of  the 
North  fork. 

In  Fauquier  the  line  pursues  the  slopes  of  Broad  run,  (passing  the 
Plains)  to  the  Salem  heights — thence  through  the  valleys  of  Chattam's 
run  and  Goose  creek,  leaving  Rectortown  to  the  right  about  half  a 
mile,  reaches  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain  at  Manassa's  gap. 

The  country  traversed  thus  far,  noted  for  its  fertility,  productiveness 
and  beauty,  whose  inhabitants  arc  characterized  by  great  energy  and 
industry,  presents  to  the  mind  ample  supplies  for  the  support  and 
iii.iinUMmve  of  this  line  of  improvement,  furnished  at  so  small  a  cost. 

T!v  j niding  up  to  Salem  will  be  completed  and  in  readiness  for 
tho  t.iils  by  the  middle  of  October;  and  from  the  progress  already 
\-.\  uL\  tho  road  may  be  opened  for  daily  use  as  far  as  Farrowsville  in 
July  following. 
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The  western  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain  presents  the  greatest 
difficulties  on  the  entire  route  to  Strasburg :  much  time  therefore  has 
been  given  to  it,  and  an  additional  cost  of  location,  but  the  results 
obtained  have  fully  justified  the  expenditure  incurred. 

The  route  through  Warren  passes  along  the  mountain  slopes  bor- 
dering on  Mannassa's  run  as  far  as  Mrs.  Sillman's  near  the  village  of 
Smoketown ;  thence  through  Happy  creek  valley,  it  crosses  the  She- 
nandoah river  near  the  junction  oi  its  North  and  South  forks,  leaving 
Front  Royal,  the  county  scat  of  Warren,  to  the  south,  about  a  mile 
distant. 

The  average  ascent  eastward  of  this  portion  of  the  route  is  fifty-one 
feet  per  mile,  with  a  maximum  of  70  for  48  chains — the  curvature  is 
easy — the  minimum  radius  (and  this  only  for  a  short  distance)  exceeds 
1,000  feet,  while  the  average  is  equivalent  to  a  radius  of  2,370  feet. 
The  character  of  the  work  on  this  portion  of  the  route  is  such,  that  if 
the  heavier  portions  are  pressed  forward  in  advance,  the  use  of  the 
whole  may  dc  obtained  at  an  earlier  day. 

From  the  forks  of  the  river  the  line  is  located  on  the  south  side  of 
the  North  fork,  and  passing  near  Water  Lick  church,  crosses  the 
North  fork  at  Pittman's  ford,  reaching  the  town  of  Strasburg  in  a 
distance  of  60  7-10  miles  from  its  eastern  terminus. 

Cost  of  Construction  to  Strasburg. 

From  the  junction  to  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain  : 
Graduation,  -  -  213,179 

Superstruction,  -  -  200,000 

From  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  Strasburg: 
Graduation,  -  -  2S3,000 

Superstructure,  -  -  111,500 


473,179 


394,560 
Distance  60  7-10  miles,  -  -         $807,739 

In  general  directness  the  Manassa's  gap  road  will  3tand  the  test  of 
comparison,  the  increase  over  a  direct  line  being  less  than  10  per 
cent  This,  with  its  favorable  gradients,  curvature,  small  cost  of 
construction  and  resources  and  fertility  of  the  district  accommodated, 
most  place  it  amongst  the  most  profitable  lines  of  railroad  in  the 
country. 

Contracts  are  made  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Perkins  of  Alexandria 
for  the  equipment  of  the  road ;  and  from  the  well  earned  reputation  of 
the  firm,  we  have  every  assurance  that  the  machinery  will  be  ready 
in  time,  and  made  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  given. 

The  surveys  are  in  progress  westward  through  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia to  Harrisonburg,  and  in  due  time  will  be  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 
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In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  aic 
I  have  received  from  my  assistants  and  their  associates,  in  carrying 
on  the  important  work  you  have  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  McD.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Chief  Engineer, 
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Sttum  of  the  state  of  the  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad  Company  from  its  organi- 
zation on  the  1st  day  of  August  1850,  to  the  4th  of  August  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $  800,000 : 

Subscribed  by  corporation  of  Alexandria  3000  shares,  at  $  50  each,  -  150,000  00 

"                individual*,                          3164        "            "    "  -  158,200  00- 

*                state  of  Virginiaj                4109        "           "    "  -  205,450 


(513.640  00 


Ao't  subscr'd  by  corp'tion  of  Alexandria,  unp'd,     $128,600  00 

individuals,  "  114,781  00 

M        "  state  of  Virginia,  "  166,469  00 


409350  00 


Expended : 

For  engineering,  including  pay  of  engineers,  surveying  instru- 
ments, camp  equipage  and  money  in  the  hands  of  the  chief 
engineer,       -  -  -  •  11,772  11 

For  mileage,  A-c.  of  president  and  directors,  -  -  591  71 

For  salaries  of  president,  clerk  and  treasurer  and  chief  engineer,         3,060  00 
For  office  expenses,  including  office  furniture,  stationery,  nooks, 

rent,  fuel,  &c.  ....  437  19 

Wot  graduation  and  masonry,  ...      48,936  68 

For  cross  ties,  ....        1,991  13 

For  interest,  •  -  -  62  50 

For  land  damages,  ....         4,108  61 

For  miscellaneous  expenses,  including  preliminary  survey,  ex- 
penses of  commissioners,  advertising,  printing,  postage,  law- 
yers' fees,  Ac.  ....        1,312  52 


482,112  39 
Cash  balance  on  hand  4th  August,  1851,  31,537  61 


♦  513.650  00 


EDWARD  GREEN, 

Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


19 
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Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad 
Company  from  the  organization  thereof  on  the  first  day  of  August  1850*  to 
the  ith  day  of  August  1851. 


103,800  00 


Receipts: 

.Of  the  corporation  of  Alexandria,    ... 
Of  individual  subscribers,  -  -  *    . 

Of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 

Disbursements: 

Paid  for  engineering  expenses,         ... 

Paid  for  president  and  directors— expenses,  mileage,  6Vc. 

Paid  salaries  of  president,  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  chief  engineer, 

Paid  office  expenses,  including  office  furniture,  stationery, 
books,  rent,  fuel,  Ac. 

Paid  for  graduation  and  masonry,     - 

Paid  for  cross  ties, 

Paid  for  interest, 

Paid  for  land  damages, 

Paid  for  miscellaneous  expenses,  including  preliminary  survey, 
expenses  of  commissioners,  advertising,  printing,  postage, 
commission  to  collectors,  lawyers'  fees,  ic.     - 


Balance  cash  on  hand  in  Farmers  Bank, 

Exchange  Bank, 


u 


17,695  93 
13,841  68 


21,400  00 
43,419  00 
38,981  00 


11,772  11 

591  71 

3,050  00 

437  19 

48,936  62 

1,991  13 

62  50 

4,108  61 


1,312  52 

72,262  39 


31,537  61 


•103,800  00 


EDWARD  GREEN, 

CUrk  and  Trtatwnr. 


i  ».■ » 
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titt  of  the  President  and  Directors,  and  of  the  OJUers  and  others  employed  by 
the  Manassa's  Gap  Railroad  Company,  together  with  their  Salaries. 


NAMES. 

Duties. 

How  Engaged. 

Annual  Compen- 
satioa. 

Edward  C.  Marshall,  - 

President, 

15  cts.  per  mile  for 

1000  00 

Junes  W.  Foster,  ) 
Alfred  Rector,        >    - 
l¥m.  II.  Fowle,    S 

Directors  on  the  part 
of  the  stockholders. 

traveling  to  and 
from,  and  other 
necessary  expen- 
ses while  in  at- 

Chaa. H.  Huntnn,  / 

Directors  on  the  part 

Wm.  H.  Irwin,      j 

of  the  state. 

tendance  on  the 
board. 

J.  McD.  Goldsborougb, 

Chief  engineer, 
Clerk  and  treasurer, 

— 

2500  00 

Edward  Green, 

— 

600  00 

Hndi  Rice,      ... 
8.  W.  Prestman, 

Priii.  ass't  engineer, 

On  location, 

1500  00 

Leveler, 

.4 

912  50 

C.  Bronaugh, 

Surveyor, 
Calculator, 

44 

547  50 

F.  F.  Cooke, 

44 

365  00 

R.  Sherrard, 

Rodman, 

4« 

365  00 

Thomas  Marshall, 

u 

44 

365  00 

J.  H.  Rector, 

Chainman, 

14 

365  00 

A.  H.  Johnson, 

u 

44 

365  00 

Thomas  Tippett, 

Axeman, 

44 

365  00 

Hans  Flowerree, 

u 

44 

365  00 

Wo.  Cole  Bailey, 

Prin.  ass't  engineer, 

On  construction, 

1500  00 

C.  R.  Hodges, 

Resident  engineer, 

44 

1095  00 

11.  P.  Barnitz, 

u 

44 

912  50 

N.  Goldsborougb, 

u 

44 

912  50 

W.  L.  Powell, 

Assistant  engineer, 

44 

456  25 

H.  D.  B.  Norris, 

41 

44 

456  25 

1.  N.  Claiborne, 

41 

4« 

456  25 

A.  Marbury, 

44 

4« 

456  25 

W.  F.  Matthews, 

Rodman, 

4* 

365  00 

1.  C.  C.  Peber, 

Rodman, 

4« 

365  00 

G.  H.  Bavly, 
Thomas  Dvvyer, 

Rodman, 

44 

365  00 

Draughtsman, 

44 

547  50 

M.  M.  Welsh, 

Superintendent, 

41 

912  50 
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RICHMOND  AND  DANVILLE  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Co. 

Nov.  12th,  1861. 

To  the  Stockholders  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

The  reports  of  the  chief  engineer  and  treasure^ 
which  are  herewith  laid  before  you,  exhibit  in  detail,  in  their  respec- 
tive departments,  the  general  progress  and  condition  of  the  work  upon 
which  we  are  engaged,  with  so  much  succinctness  that  they  leave  no- 
thing of  special  importance  to  be  presented  to  your  consideration. 
Since  your  last  meeting  a  considerable  portion  of  your  road  has  been 
put  in  running  order,  and  with  success  flattering  to  the  expectations 
of  its  most  sanguine  friends.  The  point  to  which  the  road  has  been 
used  since  the  19th  of  May,  viz :  the  Appomattox  river,  is  distant 
twenty-seven  miles  from  Richmond,  and  there  has  been  a  regular  and 
constant  increase  of  business  up  to  this  time.  The  recent  extension 
to  Amelia  courthouse  and  to  Jetersville  has  given  very  enlarged  facili- 
ties to  that  portion  of  the  country,  and  has  awakened  among  the 
population  a  new  and  increased  interest  in  its  behalf. 

The  determination  by  the  chief  engineer  to  construct  Atone  abut* 
tnents  at  the  Appomattox  river  in  lieu  of  iron  pillars,  requiring  a  very 
large  amount  of  stone  work  to  be  done,  and  the  materiel  having  to  tie 
transported  some  distance  down  the  river,  and  being  of  a  difficult  and 
obstinate  nature  to  work,  necessarily  caused  a  longer  delay  than  was 
anticipated,  and  consequently  postponed  the  earlier  use  of  the  road  to 
Amelia  courthouse.  The  two  most  recent  freshets  in  the  Appomat- 
tox reaching  a  water  mark  much  higher  than  had  before  been  known, 
required  that  a  greater  amount  of  water  way  should  be  afforded  than 
entered  into  the  original  plan  of  the  bridge,  and  the  time  which  has 
been  expended  on  that  structure  is  well  repaid  in  its  permanency  and 
substantiability.  The  heavy  losses  to  the  stock  and  capital  of  a  com- 
pany, not  to  speak  of  that  of  human  life,  which  is  irreparable  and  in- 
calculable, that  have  been  experienced  upon  other  lines  in  the  coun- 
try by  the  hasty  and  imperfect  construction  of  bridges,  justify  the 
Eolicy  which  dictates  any  time  or  expense  that  ensures  safety.  It  may 
e  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  the  rumor,  which  like  a  thousand 
others  in  relation  to  this  road,  had  obtained  currency,  that  this  bridge 
was  too  short,  was  as  false  as  it  was  ridiculous.  The  bridge  is  not  one 
inch  shorter  or  longer  than  originally  designed,  and  yet  rumors  of  the 
character  indicated  have,  in  connection  with  others  equally  false  and 
ridiculous,  been  brought  to  operate  upon  the  public  mind  with  most 
injurious  tendency.  With  the  opening  of  your  road  to  Jetersville  its 
greatest  physical  difficulties  may  be  said  to  be  overcome,  and  such 
extension  given  to  it  as  will  carry  to  the  country  penetrated  by  it  a 
practical  demonstration  of  its  benefits,  and  thus,  doubtless,  remove 
prejudices  more  obdurate,  and  opposition  more  stern  than  any  difficul- 
ties which  nature  presents.    The  rapid  roll  of  the  engine  and  cars  to- 
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wards  the  interior  seems  at  last,  in  some  degree,  to  have  awakened 
that  portion  of  the  "unterrificd  commonwealth,"  and  "the  mother  of 
states  and  statesmen"  from  their  drowsy  slumbers  and  listless  torpor. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  exhibit  made  by  the  report  of  your  trea- 
surer that  there  remains  of  individual  subscriptions  unpaid  the  sum  of 
$  53,000  ;  and  of  subscription  by  the  commonwealth  unpaid  S  59,000 ; 
making  together  the  sum  of  $  112,000,  and  of  which  that  portion  due 
by  the  commonwealth  can  only  be  realized  upon  payments  made  by 
individuals.  Every  exertion  has  been  made  to  collect  subscriptions, 
short  of  the  harsh  one  of  legal  process,  which,  however,  has  been 
pursued  in  some  instances,  and  yet  leaving  the  unpaid  residuum  above 
mentioned.  Such  delinquency  is  a  matter  much  to  be  deplored,  and 
we  can  only  repeat  the  observations  in  relation  to  it  made  in  the  last 
annual  report.  The  very  wide  and  scattered  character  of  the  sub- 
scriptions, dispersed  over  a  large  area  of  country,  is  a  great  impedi- 
ment to  the  payment  of  requisitions  regularly,  and  the  collecting  agent 
is  at  great  labor  and  inconvenience. 

The  legislature  at  its  last  session  increased  the  capital  of  the  com- 
pany $500,000,  and  there  remains  of  the  original  capital  unsubscribed 
about  $55,000  to  be  supplied  by  individual  subscription,  which,  when 
made  up,  would  entitle  the  company  to  a  state  subscription  of  about 
$80,000.  Of  the  new  capital  8  20,000  are  to  be  raised  by  private 
means. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  road  is  now  in  actual  use  to  Jetcrs- 
viUe,  a  distance  of  44  miles ;  and  that,  with  some  slight  work  to  be 
accomplished  by  December,  the  grading  will  have  been  finished  to 
Burkeville,  and  that  a  large  portion  beyond  that  point  is  in  such  a 
state  of  forwardness  as  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  grading  will 
be  completed  to  Keysville  by  the  1st  May  ensuing.  Under  this  as- 
pect of  affairs,  to  keep  the  work  in  progress  and  give  the  country  the 
benefit  of  its  early  completion,  new  subscriptions  became  necessary. 
It  was  believed  the  counties  along  the  line  could  easily  and  would  as 
readily  make  up  the  amount.  Under  an  act  of  the  general  assembly, 
the  courts  of  the  counties  respectively  of  Halifax,  Charlotte,  Pittsyl- 
vania, Henry  and  Amelia  made  an  order  authorizing  polls  to  be  held 
on  the  question  of  a  subscription  by  each  of  them  in  the  sum  of 
$60,000  for  the  three  first  named,  and  of  a  less  sum  for  the  other 
two.  The  intermediate  counties  lying  immediately  on  the  line  of  the 
road,  and  having  hitherto  subscribed  very  partially  to  the  improve- 
ment, it  was  fondly  expected  could  have  no  difficulty  in  such  a  pro- 
position. We  regret  to  inform  the  stockholders  that  in  this  expecta- 
tion we  have  been  disappointed.  The  county  of  Halifax,  penetrated 
as  it  is  diagonally  by  the  road  running  through  its  entire  extent  from 
northeast  to  southwest,  and  with  three  navigable  streams  reaching  it 
at  most  convenient  points,  a  county  of  immeasurable  wealth,  being 
indeed  one  of  the  largest  and  most  wealthy  in  the  commonwealth, 
was  the  first  to  refuse  its  aid.  The  county  of  Charlotte,  not  less  in- 
terested, nor  less  advantageously  intersected  by  the  line  of  road,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  her  large,  populous,  and  wealthy  neighbor. 

This  is  no  place  for  comment  on  these  proceedings.     They  belong, 
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if  member  that  the  greatest  enterprises  of  this  kind  of  the 

stood  still  for  want  of  means.     The  New  York  and  Erie 

I.  the  longest  and  grandest  of  all,  was  chartered  in  1S32,  and 

:  ;  had,  with  a  capital  of  more  than  S  4,000,000,  only  reached  46 

-  ! !  and  came  to  a  dead  halt  more  than  once  for  want  of  means. 

mo,  with  the  Boston  and  Albany  and  (Jeorgia  railroads,  the  two 

\l  greatest  (if,  indeed,  they  can  be  said  to  be  at  all  inferior)  enter- 
ic i-cs  of  the  kind  in  this  country.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  im- 
onrrance  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  continue  the  progress  of 
ih«.  work  for  however  short  a  distance,  and  if  possible,  to  that  end 
contractors  should  be  informed  before  the  end  of  the  year,  in  order 
that  arrangements  might  be  made  by  them  with  that  view. 

When  we  look  to  what  has  been  and  is  doing  on  this  subject  in 
other  parts  of  the  state  and  country,  less  wealthy,  less  able  and  favor- 
ed, it  is  both  curious  and  mortifying  to  witness  the  apathy,  indiffer- 
ence and  opposition  that  distinguish  our  portion  of  the  country.  The 
individual  citizens  on  the  North  Carolina  Central  railroad  subscribed 
one  million  to  that  improvement  in  the  space  of  six  months  ;  and  it  is 
now  under  contract,  and  almost  wholly  to  fanners  along  the  line,  and 
yet  no  man,  with  any  pretensions  to  geographical  or  statistical  infor- 
mation, will  pretend  to  contrast  one-half  its  distance  with  the  country 
penetrated  by  our  own.  The  town  of  Petersburg  has  subscribed 
8125,000  more  to  the  Soulhside  road  than  Richmond  has  to  this%  and 
has  recently  subscribed  SI 00,000  to  renew  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
road.  Lynchburg  has  subscribed  half  a  million  to  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  road,  and  yet  either  Halifax  or  Pittsylvania  makes  each 
more  tobacco  than  Bedford,  Botetourt,  Roanoke,  Rockbridge  and 
Montgomery,  the  five  counties  lying  immediately  west  of  Lynchburg. 
The  four  counties  of  Halifax,  Pittsylvania.  Caswell  and  Henry,  lying 
at  the  immediate  western  terminus  of  this  road,  an  average  distance 
of  140  miles  from  Richmond,  make  one-fourth  of  the  whole  tobacco 
crop  of  the  state,  and  with  the  counties  of  Chesterfield,  Amelia,  Not- 
toway, Lunenburg,  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte,  Mecklenburg,  Frank- 
lin and  Patrick,  with  Person,  Rockingham,  Stokes  and  Surrey,  North 
Carolina,  make  more  than  one-half. 

There  is  likewise  more  wealth,  means  and  ability  on  this  140  miles 
and  its  contiguous  terminus,  than  can  be  found  on  any  other  line  of 
200  miles  in  this  state,  no  matter  in  what  direction  that  200  miles 
shall  be  laid.  This  line  moreover,  extended,  is  the  shortest  and 
straightest  through  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  to  the 
South,  and  passes  through  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  productive 
agricultural  regions  on  the  continent,  and  yet  there  are  those  among 
us  whose  daily  habit  it  is  to  ridicule  and  sneer  at  this  enterprise  as 
too  insignificant  to  engage  attention.  To  those  who  arc  acquainted 
with  the  geography  and  productions  of  the  country  penetrated  by  our 
road,  there  is  no  need  ot  argument  to  prove  the  value  of  the  invest- 
ment— to  those  who  are  not,  we  can  only  commend  them  to  that  ac- 
quaintance. If  this  were  the  first  or  the  only  instance  in  this  country, 
of  the  greatest  and  most  valued  enterprises  meeting  with  indifference, 
ridicule,  gibes  and  jests,  we  might  perhaps  be  disposed  to  mauifeat 
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[A.] 

Return  of  the  Condition  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company  for  ike 

year  ending  September  20th,  1851. 


Capita]  stock,  $2,000,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  3,271  shares,  at  $  100  each,  327,100  00 

Subscribed  by  the  city  of  Richmond  2,000  shares,  at  $  100  each,    200,000  00 


Subscribed  by  the  town  of  Danville  100  shares,  at  $  100  each, 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  7,764  shares, 
at  $  100  each, 

Amount  subscribed  by  individuals  unpaid, 
Amount  by  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
Amount  by  town  of  Danville, 


Received  from  rents  and  personal  property, 
Received  from  transportation  department, 
Deduct  expenses  for  the  same, 

Debts  due  by  the  company  : 
Guaranteed  bonds  issued, 
Borrowed  from  the  banks  on  company's  notes, 
Advance  from  the  Board  of  public  works, 
Amount  held  for  instruction  from  stockholders, 
Open  accounts  due  to  contractors  and  others, 
Reserved  fund  held  under  contracts, 


10,000  00 

776,400  00 

53,082  03 

59,003  00 

5,550  00 


17,936  85 
15,385  00 


140,400  00 
12,500  00 
20,000  00 
120  00 
38,944  55 
17,028  18 


1,313,500  00 


117,635  03 

1,195,864  97 
1,357  92 


2,551  85 


228,992  73 
fl.428,767  47 


Construction  of  the  road : 

Grading  and  masonry,  main  line  and  branches  eastern  and 
western  division,  including  engineering,  surveys,  road  cross- 
ings, turn  tables,  &c.  (Sec. 

Bridges :  James  river,  canal,  Swift  creek,  Appomattox  river, 
Flat  creek  and  road  and  farm  bridges,  masonry  and  super- 
structure, 

Engine,  car  and  station  houses,  wood  sheds  and  water  stations, 

Depot  improvements  at  Richmond,  filling  in,  trestling  wall  at 
the  river  margin,  &c.  &c. 

Land  damages  as  far  as  settled, 

Real  estate  in  Richmond  and  Danville, 


681,435  09 


134,205  51 
9,041  68 

19,010  81 
13,835  31 
8,372  56 
Iron,  spikes,  chairs,  switches,  timber,  sills,  keys,  plates,  &c.  Ac.    416,747  84 

Machinery  and  furniture  of  the  road — such  as  locomotives,  pas- 
senger cars,  freight,  coal,  stone  and  truck  cars,  &c.  &c,  with 
stationary  power,  .... 

Surveying  instruments  and  other  personal  property, 
Contingent  expenses — salary  of  officers,  law  expenses,  &c.  &c. 
Interest  account — amount  received,  2,804  65 

Amount  paid  out,  3,436  05 

difference, 


1,282,648  80 


87,210  32 

8,179  86 

26,499  43 


Debts  due  to  the  company  on  guaranteed  bonds,  &c. 
Funds  in  hand,  on  deposit,  &c. 


20 


631  40 

1,405,169  81 

14,067  93 

9,529  73 

»1,428,767  47 
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[B.] 

Receipts  and  Disbursement*  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company 

within  the  year  ending  September  30tA,  1851. 


Balance  of  funds  in  hand,  per  last  report, 
Received  from  private  stockholders, 

corporation  of  Richmond, 
corporation  of  Danville, 
state  of  Virginia, 


n 


*t 


a 


u 


u 


a 


n 


140,400  guaranteed  bonds  issued, 
rents,  personal  property,  &c. 
stockholders  to  be  held  over, 
transportation  department, 

Advance  from  the  Board  of  public  works, 

Borrowed  from  the  banks, 


Receipts  from  all  sources, 

Disbursements : 
Paid  accounts  due  by  the  company, 
notes  due  by  do. 

on  account  of  reserved  fund, 


it 


43,587  11 
21,173  67 
26,923  14 


Engineering  expenses,  ... 

Grading  and  masonry,  &c.  main  line  and  branches,  with  mate- 
rials and  labor  on  branches  and  sidings, 

Work  and  materials  on  bridges, 

Iron,  spikes,  switches,  timber,  sills,  keys,  &c. 

Land  damages,         -  -  • 

Contingent  expenses,  including  expenses  collecting,  requisi- 
tions, &c.  &c. 

Surveying  instruments  and  other  personal  property, 

Transportation  department — train  expenses, 

Gravel  trains  for  maintenance  of  way,  &c. 

Salaries  of  president  and  clerk  and  treasurer, 

Per  diem  and  mileage  of  directors, 

Real  estate — depot  lot  in  Danville, 

Materials  and  labor  for  track  laying,  road  crossings,  turn  tables 
and  mile  posts, 

Station  houses,  wood  sheds,  &c. 

Improvements  on  depot  lot  at  Richmond, 

Machinery  and  furniture  of  the  road, 

Law  expenses  and  interest, 

Total  disbursements, 

Debts  due  the  company, 

Funds  in  hand  this  day, 


J5.  E. 
By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 


91,997  37 

40,000  00 

4,450  00 

204,909  00 


870  26 


341,356  37 

130,400  00 

351  00 

100  00 

17,934  85 

20,000  00 

12,500  00 

3  523,512  48 
$  522,644  29 


91,683  92 
19,724  82 

175,084  55 

35,104  97 

87,257  31 

3,319  99 

2,880  34 
1,409  98 
15,365  00 
3,072  54 
3,400  00 
851  70 
1,000  00 

30,851  14 
6,834  59 
4,397  32 

25,261  20 
2,395  45 


509,914  82 
4,067  93 
9,529  73 

$  523,512  48 


P.  VAN  DEURSEN, 

Clerk  and  Tnas. 
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List  of  the  Officers  and  Directors  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Com- 

pany,  and  their  Compensation. 


OFFICERS. 


President, 

Vice  president, 

Clerk  and  treasurer, 
Chief  engineer, 
Superintendent, 
Secretary  to  the  chief, 
Assistant  engineer, 


Assistant  to  the 

draftsman, 
8ubassistant, 


chief  and 


H 


*t 


Freight  clerk, 
Depot  agent, 
Overseer  of  road,     - 
A^ent  of  collections, 
Directors  on  behalf  of  private 
stockholders. 

Directors  on  behalf  of  the 
state,         ... 


NAMES. 


Whitmel  P.  Tunstall, 

A.  F.  D.  GifTord. 

P.  Van  Deuraen,  - 

Andrew  Talcott, 

John  H.  Osborne,        ... 

John  Pennefather,        ... 

Benj.  M.  Jones,  ... 

Geo.  N.  Skipwith  and  £. M.Richards, 

Earnest  Kurth,  ... 

Jno.  L.  Mc Alpine  and  Ro.  F.  Haskins, 
Wm.  A.  Johnson,  H.  C.  Derrick,       > 
Sidney  Co  olid  ge  and  J.  R.  Randolph,  J 
John  3.  Vaughan, 
Jno.  McCamn, 
Win.  H.  Shields. 
John  E.  Dennis, 

A.  F.  D.  Gilford,      - 

Samuel  Reeve, 

Vincent  Witcher. 

Lewis  E.  Harvey,    - 

J.  B.  Stovall, 


Compensation. 


2000  00  per  annum. 


it 


1400  00 
3000  00 
1500  00 

750  00 

130  00  per  month. 

115  00 


n 
II 


(< 


3  50  per  day. 
2  50 


a 


1  75  average. 

600  00  per  annum. 
420  00 
420  00 
500  00 


a 


tt 


u 


4  00  per  day  and 
>  mileage  when  en- 
gaged on  business 
of  the  company. 


Richmond,  Sept.  30th,  1851. 


P.  VAN  DEURSEN, 

Clerk. 
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Engin'g  Dep't  Richmond  and  Danv.  Railr'd, 

Richmond,  Oct.  30th,  1851. 

Whit'l  P.  Tunstall,  Esq., 

Pres't  R.  if.  D.  R.  Co. 

Sir, 

The  following  statement  is  submitted  to  enable  you  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  of  public  works : 

Length  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  railroad, 
Length  of  branches,  - 

Total,  ..... 

Length  of  road  graded,      -  -  -  - 

Length  of  branches  graded,  -  -  - 

Total  graded,  ...  - 

Track  laid  on  main  line,     -  -  -  - 

Track  laid  on  branches  and  sidings, 

Total  track  laid,      -  -  -  - 

Of  which  29.8  miles  are  laid  with  an  edge  rail  weighing  51  to  53 
lbs.  per  yard,  and  the  remainder  with  a  plate  rail  weighing  24  lbs.  to 
the  yard.  The  repairs  are  made  by  workmen  hired  by  the  year, 
month  or  day.  The  location  has  not  been  perfected  the  whole  dis- 
tance ;  consequendy  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  at  this  time  a  complete 
map  of  the  improvement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TALCOTT, 
Chief  Engineer  R.  Sf  D.  Railroad  Co. 
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RICHMOND,   FREDERICKSBURG   AND    POTOMAC   RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  held  2Gth  May  1851. 

The  meeting  was  organized  at  a  quarter  after  twelve  o'clock  M.,  by 
calling  James  Lyons,  Esq.  to  the  chair,  and  the  appointment  of  C. 
W.  Macmurdo  as  secretary. 

The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  G.  A.  Myres,  H.  Rhodes  and  Wirt 
Robinson  a  committee  to  examine  such  proxies  as  may  have  been 
given  by  stockholders  to  represent  them. 

The  commitee,  after  examining  the  proxies,  made  a  report,  which 
was  approved  by  the  meeting;  and  the  proxies,  appearing  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  be  properly  authorized,  were  empowered 
to  vote  as  such. 

The  secretary  having  called  over  the  list  of  stockholders,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  whole  number  of  votes  which  could  be  given  was 
4,542  votes,  of  which  were  present  the  Board  of  public  works,  by 
their  proxy,  James  Lyons,  Esq.  entitled  to  305  votes,  and  individual 
stockholders  entitled  to  3,349  votes,  making  in  all  3,744  votes  present. 

The  president  and  directors  made  the  following 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  board  of  directors  to  the  stock- 
holders the  board  remark,  "  In  the  belief  that  the  income  of  the  com- 
pany for  the  current  year  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the  past,  it  is  the 
design  of  the  board  to  continue  to  improve  the  superstructure  of  their 
road,  by  laying  down  a  heavier  rail  than  the  present  on  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  route.  They  will  take  care,  however,  in  improving 
their  road  and  machinery,  not  to  hazard  any  interruption  of  the  cus- 
tomary dividends  to  the  stockholders,  and  to  incur  no  expenditure, 
which,  in  a  financial  aspect,  may  not  be  justified." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tabular  statements,  that  the 
gross  receipts  of  the  company  for  the  past  year  were  $271,525  71, 
being  an  increase  on  those  of  the  previous  year  of  S  33,561  97.  The 
board  of  directors  were,  in  consequence,  enabled,  out  of  the  income  of 
the  year,  after  setting  apart  the  requisite  funds  for  the  customary 
dividend,  and  all  payments  of  interest,  to  improve  materially  the 
superstructure  of  the  road,  and  to  add  to  their  stock  of  motive  power 
and  materials.  One  thousand  and  fifteen  tons  of  new  and  heavier 
iron  have  been  laid  down,  two  new  coaches  and  fourteen  cars  have 
been  added  to  the  stock  of  motive  power,  and  an  addition  of  about 
$12,000  has  been  made  to  that  of  materials  for  repairs  of  road  and 
motive  power.  It  will  be  perceived,  notwithstanding  these  increased 
expenses  of  the  past  year,  and  the  payments  also  out  of  the  income  of 
the  year  on  account  of  loss  by  fire  at  the  Richmond  depot  in  De- 
cember 1849,  and  $10,991  56  in  full  of  the  judgment  against  this 
company  in  the  case  of  Margaret  L.  Heth  and  others,  that  the  board 
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i  •:>  for  the  :  w.-.-.-nt     "  : 

deficiency.    ...  I  tl.:--: 
.   .f  5SL.J2,iM.i4   ]••. 
Whit'l  P.  T  .  .;.ir  statements,  that  tk  -j 

.  f  the  company,  due  In 
gIR  *.v>  the  stockholders,  wa.s 

'I  -::  of  the  loan  due  in   !^->#J 

ply  with  •;  -:•■  1  clnring  the  past  year,  if 

1  .  company's  bonds,  due  in 

Length  «•  ... 

Length  •  -         current  year  will  not  pro- 

c  N  i  only  the  amount   of  travel 

.   'ppeais  to  be  less,  so  far,  than 

-•    .   Hit  there  will  be  necessarily  a 

LC1J,.  :  v  revenue  of  the  company,  by 

Len"  Louisa,  or  Virginia  Central  rail- 

.'.  -.hmond,  which  was  opened   for 

.-.;:ary  last.     Wliilst  this  diversion 

^      :::\  the  legitimate  business  of  this 

f.  ■    .•  suilicient  to  keep  up  permanently 

-.  :ho  Junction  and  Iiichmoud  lor  its 

.••.:::scl  retained  by  the  board  of  direc- 

;:ice,  that  as  soon  as  the  case  can  be 

•  .Mension,  at  least  for  travel,  will  be 

:d  that  the  Central  railroad  company 

-  company  the  whole  amount  received 

«engors. 

!  income  the  board  of  directors  cannot 

.    /  improvements  1o  their  road  and  nia- 

;   the  past  year,  but  their  receipt  <  will, 

.  :;.lautly  adequate,  alter  the  payment  of 

•  liable  them  to  make  the  usual  dividends 

..  steadily  to  improve  their  road  and  ma- 

.    •  •  been  made?  of  the  members  of  the  board 

•  die  reconstruction  of  the  late  Portsmouth 
■J  and  Uoanoke  railroad,)  on  the  prosperity 

♦  :".olives  which  induced  stockholders  of  this 
•   vjs! ruction,  the;  board  of  directors  in  renlv 

^       *  *       *  *     »* 

. ..  ;:  proper  to  communicate  the  following  intbr- 

.  ,  »wnre  that  on  the  Portsmouth  cars  ceasing  to 

•  **;"*.  the  Petersburg  railroad  company  diseonti- 
.    v,  fs  with  the  railroad  companies  north  of  I\v 

•  '  Iwiring  ki  ttny  part  of  the  expenses  attending" 
^,.  .*  •w-i«rned   bv  the  president  of  the  company 

V     <\v.o\\\h  cars  ha.\ing  ceased  to  run,  we  have  no 

.,..  •:  Vl  for  the  travel,  and  can,  therefore,  charge  our 

•lV^vcUiolders  arc  a^'°  ^v?irc  that  at  the  same  time, 

,(    ,    ^  public  works  of  December  Id  10.  pages  393  and  42S. 
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and  afterwards,  an  opposition  was  encouraged  to  the  companies  north 
of  Petersburg,  by  the  president  of  the  Petersburg  railroad  company, 
by  way  of  the  James  river  and  bay  boats.*  The  result  of  these  mea- 
sures, it  was  at  the  time  predicted,  would  lead  necessarily  to  the  run- 
ning of  sea  steamers  on  the  coast,  and  to  the  revival  of  the  Ports- 
mouth railroad.t  Such  a  result  was,  in  the  opinion  of  your  board  of 
directors,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the  president 
of  the  Petersburg  railroad  company  to  get  up  and  sustain  an  opposi- 
tion to  the  companies  north  of  Petersburg,  by  way  of  the  James  river 
and  bay  route.  This  attempt  made  it  no  longer  an  object  with  the 
companies  north  of  Petersburg  to  oppose  any  legislative  measures  for 
the  revival  of  the  Portsmouth  road,  and  it  ceased  to  be  one  to  unite  in 
any  arrangemeut  to  countervail  the  sea  steamers.  The  deliberate  opi- 
nion of  the  board  of  directors,  expressed  to  the  Board  of  public  works 
in  their  report  of  November  1845,  (sec  report  of  the  Board  of  public 
works  of  that  year,  page  126,)  was,  that  so  long  as  this  policy  conti- 
nued on  the  part  of  the  Petersburg  railroad  company  or  its  president, 
it  became  the  interest  of  this  company  "  that  the  southern  travel  should 
be  taken  north  by  sea,  or  any  other  route,  rather  than  it  should  be 
brought  to  Petersburg,  and  there  made  the  means  of  nourishing  a  com- 
petition for  their  whole  travel." 

The  board  of  directors  regret  that  the  directors  and  stockholders  of 
the  Petersburg  railroad  company  could  not  see  this  subject  in  the  same 
aspect  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  them,  and  that  the  results  pre- 
dicted by  the  board  of  directors  of  this  company  have,  in  consequence, 
necessarily  occurred. 

There  being  no  united  opposition  to  the  revival  of  the  Portsmouth 
railroad,  such  legislative  provisions  wen*  granted  to  a  new  company, 
under  the  name  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  railroad  company,  as 
made  it  an  object  to  parties  from  New  England  to  avail  themselves  of 
them.     In  consequence,  the  scheme  of  rebuilding  the  road  had  so  far 

S regressed,  that  in  the  month  of  October  last  all  the  iron  for  laying 
own  the  whole  road  from  Portsmouth  to  Gaston  was  procured,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  it  was  on  the  ground,  and  the  funds  only  were 
wanting  to  lay  it  down. 

In  the  mean  while  the  opposition  by  the  James  river  and  bay  line  to 
the  companies  north  of  Petersburg  had  been  quieted,  partly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Port  Walthall  association  in 
sustaining  the  upper  route,  and  in  part  by  the  purchase  of  an  interest 
in  the  bay  line  of  boats  by  stockholders  of  the  railroad  and  steamboat 
line  between  Petersburg  and  Washington.  This  joint  proprietorship 
in  the  two  lines  enabled  the  stockholders  to  secure  the  adoption  of  a 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  bay  boats,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
the  bay  and  upper  route.  Of  the  advantage  of  this  relation  to  the 
Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad  company,  its  stockholders 
have  had  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  in  the  largely  increased  in- 
come of  the  company  during  the  last  two  years. 

•Sec  Rep.  B.  P.  W.  Dec.  1846,  p.  430,  and  report  of  December  1848,  page  591. 
t  See  Report  of  Board  of  public  works,  December  184C,  pages  431  and  432. 
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Under  these  circumstances,  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
mouth  railroad  was  to  be  rebuilt,  (for  it  could  not  be  doubted  that9 
with  the  rails  on  the  ground  for  the  entire  distance,  means  would  b& 
found  in  some  way  to  lay  them  down,)  all  the  members  of  the  bay 
company,  as  well  those  who  were  stockholders  of  the  upper  route,  as 
those  who  were  interested  only  in  the  bay  boats,  deemed  it  best,  that 
the  bay  company  should  make  such  a  subscription  to  the  Seaboard 
and  Roanoke  railroad  as  would  enable  the  bay  company  to  exercise 
a  controling  influence  in  its  management,  and  thus  prevent  its  becom- 
ing, as  it  necessarily  would,  in  separate  hands,  a  rival  and  antagonist 
line  to  the  upper  route.     Accordingly,  a  subscription  equal  to  this  ob- 
ject was  made  to  it  by  the  Baltimore  steam  packet  company  in  its  cor- 
E orate  capacity.     As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  work  will  speedily 
c  completed,  and  it  will  be  the  aim  of  the  common  stockholders  of 
the  upper  route  and  bay  line  to  exercise  their  influence  in  both,  so  as 
to  make  the  charges  between  Weldon  and  Baltimore  the  same  by  both 
routes,  and  thus  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  legislature,  manifested 
in  all  its  action  in  relation  to  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  road,  that  of 
preventing  an  injurious  competition  between  them.     If  they  should 
be  enabled  to  effect  this,  the  injury  to  this  company  from  the  revival 
of  the  Portsmouth  road  will  be  but  slight,  and  that  to  the  Petersburg 
railroad  company,  though  necessarily  more  serious,  much  less  than 
would  have  resulted  from  the  revival  of  the  Portsmouth  road  by  an 
entirely  distinct  interest. 

It  will  be  seen  from  what  has  been  said,  that  this  was  the  whole 
question.  A  revival  of  the  Portsmouth  railroad  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  legislation  in  its  favor,  and  this  legislation  was  the 
result  of  the  continued  attempt  to  sustain  an  opposition  by  way 
of  the  James  river  and  bay  line  to  the  companies  north  of  Peters- 
burg, which  took  away  any  motive  on  the  part  of  the  last  named 
companies  to  oppose  it ;  and  the  stockholders  of  the  upper  route, 
who  were  also  stockholders  in  the  bay  line,  in  embarking  in  the 
work,  have  only  made  the  best,  under  the  circumstances,  of  an  un- 
avoidable necessity.  Though  the  travel  between  the  north  and  south 
will,  after  the  reconstruction  of  the  Portsmouth  road,  be  divided  be- 
tween the  two  lines,  it  will  be  taken  on  both,  as  far  as  the  action  of  the 
common  stockholders  can  effect  this,  at  revenue  rates,  and  without 
efforts  to  influence  it  in  either  direction,  unless  indeed  there  should  be 
again  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Petersburg  railroad  company  to 
get  up  and  sustain  a  competing  line  for  travel  between  City  Point 
and  Baltimore  by  way  of  the  James  river  and  the  bay.  In  such  a 
case,  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  railroad  and  bay  line  would  un- 
doubtedly be  placed  in  a  more  antagonistic  attitude  than  ever  to  the 
Petersburg  railroad.  A  policy,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  Peters- 
burg railroad  company,  which,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  two 
lines,  would  be  so  destructive  to  the  Petersburg  railroad,  is  not  to  be 
presumed,  and  the  board,  therefore,  rely  with  confidence  on  there  be- 
ing hereafter  no  injurious  rivalry  or  competition  between  the  Seaboard 
and  Roanoke  railroad  and  bay  line  and  the  upper  route.  In  any 
case,  they  consider  the  reconstruction  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke 
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railroad,  under  its  present  auspices,  as  placing  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  this  company  on  a  firmer  and  more  secure  foundation. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

ED.  ROBINSON,  President 

Office  RicVd,  Fred'g  !f  P.  R.  Co. 
Ridimond,  May  24,  1851. 


The  examining  committee  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
read  and  approved : 

REPORT. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Rich'd,  Fred'g  and  P.  R.  Co. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  to  inspect  the  road,  depots,  machine  shops  and  fixtures, 
have  performed  that  duty,  and  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  committee  have  made  two  thorough 
examinations  of  the  road,  machine  shops,  depots,  &c.  (one  during  the 
fall  and  another  about  ten  days  ago,^  and  were  pleased  at  each  time 
to  find  the  works  of  the  company,  in  the  main,  in  good  order  and 
very  creditable  to  our  worthy  superintendent  of  transportation. 

The  depot  and  machine  shops  in  Richmond  are  all  in  fine  order, 
and  seem  to  be  conducted  very  properly  and  systematically.  The 
press  of  business  during  the  last  summer  made  it  necessary  for  the 
company  to  purchase  two  new  passenger  cars  at  the  North,  and  the 
committee  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  company  have  since  had  made 
in  their  own  shops  another  one  equal,  if  not  superior,  in  point  of  finish 
and  durability,  to  those  purchased.  Several  of  the  engines  have  also 
been  overhauled  and  improved.  The  stock  of  materials  on  hand 
is  ample,  and  the  committee  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  valuable  pat- 
terns lost  by  the  late  fire  have  been  nearly  all  replaced. 

The  country  depots  are  all  in  good  order  and  seem  to  be  well  con- 
ducted, but  it  will  be  necessary  in  a  short  time  to  renew  four  of  the 
water  stations  along  the  line,  materials  for  which  have  been  already 
provided. 

The  committee  found  all  the  bridges  in  good  order,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  bridge  over  Hazel  run,  preparations  for  replacing  which 
with  one  more  substantial  have  been  very  properly,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  already  commenced. 

In  their  last  report  the  committee  mentioned  that  the  company  had 
provided  themselves  with  a  large  quantity  of  new  heavy  rail,  and 
tbey  are  pleased  to  find  that  since  that  time  that  bar  has  been  laid 
down  on  upwards  of  forty  miles  of  the  road;  and  so  marked  is  the  im- 
provement in  that  part  of  the  road  that  the  committee,  on  the  score 
of  economy,  safety  and  speed,  earnestly  recommend  the  propriety  of 
the  balance  of  the  road  being  laid  down  with  such  bar  as  speedily  as 

21 
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the  finances  of  the  committee  will  justify.  Indeed  your  committee 
are  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  company  that  the  stock  of  old  iron 
now  on  hand  can  be  exchanged  for  half  of  the  required  quantity. 

The  committee  are  also  required  by  the  resolution  under  which 
they  act,  to  examine  the  books,  &c.  of  the  company.  It  could  not  be 
expected  of  the  committee  to  devote  so  much  time  as  would  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  all  the  books,  vouchers,  &c^ 
but  they  made  such  examination  as  satisfied  them  that  the  books  are 
neatly  and  scientifically  kept. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JOS.  M.  SHEPPARD, 
THOS.  B.  ANDERSON, 
EDM'D  T.  MORRIS. 


May  26th,  1851. 


The  meeting  then  went  into  the  election  of  president  and  directors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Morris,  Mr.  Edwin  Robinson  was  unani- 
mously re-elected. 

Messrs.  Nicholas  Mills,  James  Bosher  and  G.  A.  Myers  were  re- 
elected, and  Mr.  George  W.  Munford  elected  (all  unanimously)  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  stockholders,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Crump  wa* 
announced  as  the  director  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth. 

Messrs.  Joseph  M.  Sheppard,  Thomas  B.  Anderson  and  Ed.  T. 
Morris  were  re-appointed  the  annual  committee  of  examination, 
under  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in 
1837. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  take  such  means  in  re- 
gard to  publishing  their  report  and  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  as 
shall  seem  to  them  expedient. 

And  then  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Signed, 

JAMES  LYONS,  Chairman. 

» 

Signed, 

C.  W.  Macmurdo,  Scc'y. 
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Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 


Cost  of  road  and  property: 
From  Richmond  to  Acquia  creek, 

Debts  due  to  the  company: 
From  individuals,  on  new  stock, 
Bills  receivable, 
Sterling  bonds, 
From  sundries  in  open  account, 


Investments: 
Stock  purchase,  ... 

Bonds  Washington  and  Fredericksburg  steamboat  company, 
Stock  Washington  and  Fredericksburg  steamboat  company, 


3,365  00 

107.703  28 

1,338  67 

17,345  50 


30,920  48 
33,900  00 
27,800  00 


Cash  on  hand  31st  March  1851, 


1,531,238  4# 


129,758  45 


92^2*48 
23,937  42 


$1,777,548  75 
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Railroad  Company  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  the  31st  March  1851, 


Capital  stock : 

Subscribed  by  the  state,  2,752  shares  old  stock,                    -  275.200  00 

"         by  individuals,  4,248  shares  old  stock,                 -  424,800  00 

**         by           "          3,000  shares  new  stock,               -  300,000  00 

Debts  dae  by  the  company,  interest  semi-annually ; 

Bonds  due  in  London  in  18G0,  JC67,500  sterling— proceeds,  324,005  61 

Bonds  due  in  Philadelphia  in  1S56,  and  convertible,             -  60.000  00 

Certificates  of  debt  issued  for  dividends,  and  due  in  1857,  73,000  00 

Certificates  of  debt  issued  for  dividends,  and  due  in  1869,  146,000  00 

Debts  due  by  bills  and  open  account  i 

Bilb  payable,                 ....  5,312  17 

Other  debts  in  open  account,           -                                     -  25,425  16 

Unpaid  dividends,          -                  -                   -  901  62 

Profit  and  loss : 
Receipts  from  transportation  since  the  commencement  of 

the  work,                    ....  2,669.034  62 

Receipts  from  real  estate — for  rents,  dtc.  5,329  87 

2,674,364  49 
Off  expenses  of  transportation  since  commencement  of  the 
work,  loss  of  bridges  and  depot  by  fire,  interest,  interest 

an  new  stock  and  certificates  of  debt,             -                   -  1,921,296  94 

753,067  55 

Off  dividends  paid  since  the  commencement,      -                   -  610,163  36 


1,000,000  06 


603,005  61 


31,638  95 


142,904  19 
$1,777.548  75 


C.  W.  MACMURDO,  Treasurer. 


Richmond,  31*  March  1851. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  within  the  year  cndir.g  the  31  «f  March  1851. 


Receipts : 
Cash  on  hand  31st  March  1850, 
Capital  stuck — received  of  the  stockholders, 
Debts  due  to  the  company — received  this  amount, 
8terling  bonds — received  this  amount, 
Debts  due  by  the  compauy — increased  this  amount, 
Rents  of  real  estate — received  this  amount, 
Transportation — received  this  amount, 

Disbursements: 
Cash  on  hand  31st  March,  1851, 
Cost  of  road  aud  property — increased  this  amount, 
Stock  purchase — invested  this  amount, 
Bills  receivable — invested  this  amount, 
Convertible  bonds — paid  off  this  amount, 
Unpaid  dividends — paid  off  this  amount, 

Expenses  of  transportation : 
Paid  this  sum,  ... 

Paid  for  1,015  tons  new  iron, 

Interest — paid  this  sum, 

Interest  on  new  stock — paid  this  sum, 

Interest  on  certiticatcs  of  debt — paid  this  sum, 

Dividends — paid  this  sum, 

Depot  and  property — loss  by  fire, 


102,37^  18 
42,525  29 


23.937  42 
2 1. 7I'»6  78 
3.241  95 
30,(142  99 
30,000  00 
252  73 


144.903  47 
13.8*4  33 

4,074  4G 
11,358  21 
G3.H47  95 

0.977  70 


27.G5C  16 

22.5215  55 

17.54H  32 

1.253  33 

14,377  92 

98  34 

271,427  37 


$351.8^  99     3:i4.fi«*7  99 


C.  W.  MACMURDO,  Treasurer. 


Richmond,  31*  March  1851. 
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REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS. 

Office  Richmond,  Fred,  and  Poto.  R.  Co. 
Richmond,  November  1st,  1851. 

Jambs  Brown,  Jr.  Esq. 

Second  Auditor. 

Sib, 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  72d  of  the  Code 
of  Virginia,  I  hand  you  herewith  tabular  statements  shewing  the  con- 
dition of  this  company  on  the  30th  September  1851,  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  a  list  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  company  and  the  report  of  the  president  and  directors  to  the 
stockholders  at  their  annual  meeting  on  the  26th  of  May  last,  with 
accompanying  documents. 

The  whole  income  of  the  company  during  the  past  year,  it  will  be 
perceived,  was  $243,732  55,  and  the  whole  expenditures  of  the 
company  for  expenses  for  transportation,  improvements  of  road  and 
property,  and  the  payment  of  a  judgment  in  favor  of  Margaret  L. 
Heth  and  others,  were  $141,427  78,  leaving  a  balance  of  $102,304  77. 
Out  of  this  balance  the  board  were  enabled,  after  paying  the  usual 
dividend  of  seven  per  cent,  and  all  charges  of  interest,  amounting 
together  to  $92,657  S8,  to  add  the  sum  of  $9,646  89  to  their  available 
means  for  the  payment  of  the  usual  dividend,  in  the  event  of  a  tem- 
porary diminution  in  their  receipts. 

Their  contingent  fund  provided  for  this  purpose,  and  entered  under 
the  head  of  profit  and  loss,  it  will  be  seen,  amounted,  on  the  30th  of 
September  last,  to  the  sum  of  $164,519  74. 

The  income  of  the  company  during  the  past  year,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived was,  $  24,768  29  less  than  that  of  tne  year  ending  the  30th 
September  1850.  The  diminution  has  been  owing  to  the  completion 
and  use  of  the  eastern  extension  of  the  Louisa  or  Virginia  Central  rail- 
road, the  receipts  of  which  have  of  course  been  increased  in  a  corres- 
ponding proportion.  This  diversion  to  another  road  of  what  the 
ooard  deem  the  legitimate  business  of  the  work  committed  to  their 
charge,  and  one  guaranteed  to  it  in  its  charter,  they  trust  will  prove  but 
temporary.  They  hope  so,  as  well  on  account  of  the  cause  of  im- 
provements generally  in  Virginia,  as  of  this  company,  for  it  can 
scarcely  be  supposed  that  subscriptions  will  be  made  willingly  to  the 
stocks  of  other  companies  in  the  state,  unless  the  rights  conferred  on 
this  company  in  its  charter  should  be  recognized  ana  sustained. 

The  board  of  directors  are  continuing  to  lay  down  a  heavier  rail 
than  that  hitherto  used  by  them,  and  by  the  date  of  their  next  annual 
report  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  there  will  probably  have  been 
laid  down  a  rail  two  and  a  half  inches  wide  by  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
thick  (or  of  nearly  twice  the  weight  of  the  original  rail)  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  their  road.  The  board  would  have  preferred 
changing  their  plan  of  superstructure  entirely,  and  laying  down  a 
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heavy  edge  rail ;  but  in  view  of  the  competing  lines  authorized  by  the 
legislature,  (more  especially  that  between  Richmond  and  the  Junction,) 
the  stockholders  were  unwilling  to  incur  any  outlay  on  their  work  t» 
anticipation  of  an  increased  business  which  might  not  be  realized. 
The  present  superstructure,  with  the  heavier  rail  now  being  laid  on  it, 
is  amply  adequate  to  the  present  business  of  the  company.  If  this  bu- 
siness should  increase,  as  the  board  hope  it  will,  and  the  travel  now 
diverted  from  them  by  the  Louisa  extension  be  restored,  the  board 
are  satisfied  that  the  stockholders  will  gladly  authorize  them  to  incur 
any  expenditure  which  may  be  requisite  for  its  proper  accommoda- 
tion at  the  lowest  rates.  The  board  of  directors  need  scarcely  add 
on  this  subject  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  that  the  larger  the  busi- 
ness on  a  line,  the  lower  the  rates  at  which  it  can  be  accommodated. 
Of  course  any  unneccessary  diversion  of  trade  or  travel  from  a  route 
must,  to  a  corresponding  extent,  increase  the  burthen  on  those  who 
necessarily  make  use  of  it. 

Submitted  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

ED.  ROBINSON,  President. 
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Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 


Cost  of  road  and  property : 
From  Richmond  to  Acqnia  creek, 

Debts  due  to  the  company : 

From  individuals  on  new  stock, 

From  bills  receivable,  ... 

From  sundries  in  open  account, 

Investments : 

Certificates  of  debt  of  this  company, 

Stock  of  the  Washington  and  Fredericksburg  steamboat 

company,  .... 

Bonds  of  the  Washington  and  Fredericksburg  steamboat 

company,  - 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,. 


1,531,238  40 

1,531,238  40 

3,345  00 

103,717  13 

40,628  96 

147,691  09 

28,681  48 

27,800  00 

25,000  00 

• 

61,481  48 
60,555  89 

♦1.810.966  « 


J 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 


173 


fcgniiiif  Company  from  the  commencement  to  the  20th  September  1851. 


Capital  stock: 

ribed  by  the  state 
ibed  by  individuals, 


Mseri 

Mscril 


2752  shares,  old, 

4248 

3000 


a 


*t 


u 


new, 


Debts  due  by  the  company — interest  semi-annually: 

doe  in  London  in  I860,  £  67,500  st. — proceeds,     - 
doe  in  Philadelphia  in  1856,  and  convertible, 
icates  of  debt  issued  for  dividends  and  due  in  1857, 

•i  it  tt  u  u  tt    jggp^ 


Bebta  due  by  bills  and  open  account : 

t payable,  .... 

jd  dividends,  ... 

r  debts  in  open  account, 

Profit  and  loss : 

Ueeipts  from  transportation  since  the  commencement  of 

the  work,  .... 

torn  rents  of  real  estate,  ... 


Iff  expenses  of  transportation  since  the  commencement  of 
the  work,  loss  of  bridges  and  depot  by  fire,  interest,  inte- 
rest on  new  stock,  and  interest  on  certificate  of  debt, 


IF  dividends  paid  since  the  commencement, 


275,200  00 
424,800  00 
300,000  00 


324,005  61 
60.000  00 
73,000  00 

146,000  00 


8,984  54 

969  28 

33,487  09 


2,781,634  46 
5,354  87 

2,786,989  33 


1,979,520  50 

807,468  83 
642,949  09 


1,000,000  00 


603,005  61 


43,441  51 


164,519  74 
f  1.810.966  86 


C.  W.  MACMURDO,  Treasurer. 


Richmond,  1st  October  1851. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursement*  tritkin  ike 


Receipts : 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1850,                -                   -  66,471  45 

Capital  stock,  received  of  the  stockholders,                         -  1,485  00 
Washington  and  Fredericksburg  steamboat  bonds,  received 

this  sum,                   ....  8,900  00 

Debts  due  by  the  company,  increased  this  sum,                   -  6,509  89 

Rents,  real  estate,  received  this  sum,                -                   .  75  00 

Transportation,  received  this  sum,                    -                  -  843,657  55 


♦327,098  89 
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ffte  90th  day  of  September  1851. 


Disbursements : 

Cost  of  road  aud  property,  paid  Mrs.  Heth,  and  for  new 

coaches  and  heavy  iron, 
Debts  dne  to  the  company,  increased  this  sum, 
Certificates  of  debt  or  this  company,  invested  this  sum, 
Bills  receivable,  invested  this  sum, 
Expenses  of  transportation,  paid  this  sum, 
Interest,  paid  this  sum, 
Interest  on  new  stock,  paid  this  sum, 
Interest  on  certificate  of  debt,  paid  this  sum, 
Dividends,  paid  this  sum, 
Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851, 


21,279  06 

13,516  68 

873  50 

28,067  16 

120,148  72 

12,432  96 

3,691  65 

11,261  22 

65,272  05 

50,555  89 


$327,098  89 
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Statement  of  Officers  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company,  and  Agents  connected  therewith,  together  with  their  Salaries. 


OFFICERS. 

NAMES. 

To  what  account  charged. 

AmotntL 

President, 

Edwin  Robinson, 

Officers'  salaries, 

• 

3,000 

Sup't  transportation, 
Treas'r  ana  secretary, 

Thos.  Sharp, 

Do. 

- 

2,561 

C.  W.  Macmurdo,    - 

Do. 

- 

1,800 

Freight  clerk, 

Wm.  H.  Allen, 

Depot  expenses, 

4 

800 

Ticket  clerk, 

J.  B.  Winston, 

Do. 

• 

601 

Depot  agent, 

M.  W.  Bailey,  Fredericksburg,     - 

Do. 

m 

450 

Do. 

Wm.  F.  Dabney,  Guinney's, 

Do. 

- 

230 

Do. 

R.  H.  Hoomes,  Milford, 

Do. 

- 

2* 

Do. 

R.  Tamer,  Polecat, 

•    Do. 

- 

245 

Do. 

Charles  Woolfolk,  Chesterfield,    - 

Do. 

• 

970 

Do. 

James  M.  Taylor,  TaylorsvilU,    - 

Do. 

tm 

270 

Overseer  of  road, 

John  L.  Thompson, 

Repairs  of  road, 

- 

420 

Do. 

D.  G.  Bibb, 

Do. 

- 

430 

Do. 

P.  Haden, 

Do. 

• 

490 

Do. 

L.  Tramham, 

Do. 

- 

420 

Do. 

P.  H.  Burruss, 

Do. 

• 

420 

Foreman  of  machine 

shops, 

Irvin  Smith, 

Reps.  engs.  cars,  < 

fcc.| 
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RICHMOND  AND  PETERSBURG  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Sixteenth  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  held  on  Tuesday,  May  27th,  1851. 

At  a  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail- 
road company,  at  the  office  of  the  company  in  Richmond,  on  Tues- 
day, 27th  May  1851 : 

Judge  John  F.  May  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and 
John  Williams  secretary. 

There  being  present,  in  person  and  by  proxy,  private  stockholders 
entitled  to  1,957  votes,  and  the  proxy  of  the  Board  of  public  works, 
James  Lyons,  Esq.  entitled  to  505  votes,  being  in  all  2,462,  (the  whole 
number  that  could  be  given  being  2,698,)  the  meeting  proceeded  to 
business. 

The  following  report  was  presented  by  the  president  and  directors, 
and  read: 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad 
company  respectfully  submit  to  the  stockholders  their  annual  report 
of  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  statements,  that  the  gross 
income  of  the  company  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  April  last, 
was  $117,409  61,  being  an  increase  on  the  income  of  the  previous 
year  of  $17,110  81,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  were 
$76,026  09,  making  an  improvement  in  the  business  of  the  company, 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  of  813,627  26. 

Out  of  the  income  of  the  past  year  the  board  have  been  enabled  to 
reduce  the  liabilities  of  the  company  the  sum  of  27,200  55,  leaving 
their  whole  indebtedness  at  this  time  $112,574  67. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  board  of  directors  might,  it  is  be- 
lieved, at  an  early  day  commence  the  payment  of  a  moderate  divi- 
dend to  the  stockholders,  if  they  could  either  convert  into  stock  or 
6nd  the  debts  now  due,  or  shortly  to  become  due  by  the  company. 

With  a  view  to  the  former  object,  the  board  of  directors,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  instructions  of  the  stockholders  at  their  last  annual 
meeting,  applied  to  the  legislature  for  the  right  to  issue  new  shares  of 
slock  at  a  reduced  value,  without  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  whole 
capital  stock  of  the  company,  as  required  by  the  act  of  April  1848. 
Tney  at  the  same  time  applied  to  be  relieved  of  the  payment 
rf  the  dividend  bonds  due  the  state,  on  condition  of  construct- 
ing a  bridge  across  the  Appomattox  river  at  Petersburg,  to  con- 
nect with  the  Petersburg  and  Roanoke  and  Southside  roads.  They 
regret  that  their  application  failed,  and  in  consequence  there  is  no 
prospect,  notwithstanding  the  improved  condition  of  the  company,  of 
the  early  payment  of  a  dividend  to  the  stockholders,  unless  it  should 
be  deemed  advisable  to  reduce  the  capital  stock  of  the  company,  un- 
der the  act  of  April  1848,  and  be  then  found  practicable  to  create  new 
shares  at  a  reduced  rate,  or  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the  company 
to  fund  the  debts  now  due,  and  to  extend  the  period  of  those  shortly 
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maturing.  The  board  of  directors  would  recommend  the  effort  being 
made  to  extend  or  renew  the  loans  of  the  company  to  a  period  not 
earlier  than  the  1st  of  July  1859.  Should  it  prove  successful,  they 
entertain  a  strong  confidence  that  a  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  may 
be  paid  both  to  the  state  and  private  stockholders. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

WIRT  ROBINSON,  President. 

May  27/A,  1851. 

Whereupon,  the  said  report  and  the  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  received,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  examination  was  read : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
in  pursuance  of  a  standing  order  of  the  stockholders,  respectfully  re- 
port: 

That  on  a  careful  and  sufficient  personal  examination,  they  find  the 
road,  bridges,  water  stations,  work  shops,  cars,  engines  and  depots  of 
this  company  in  excellent  order — improved  decidedly  since  last  re- 
ported upon — and  comparing  favorably,  as  they  believe,  with  the 
works  tmd  the  condition  of  any  road  of  like  construction  in  this  coun- 
try. At  Petersburg  the  depot  has  been  repaired,  a  new  shed  thirty 
by  eighty  feet  has  been  erected  for  the  reception  of  tobacco,  a  new 
house  for  the  hands  built,  and  about  four  hundred  feet  of  tressel  work 
and  track  make  for  the  accommodation  of  the  increased  coal  trade 
there.  In  Richmond  the  depot  has  been  improved  by  the  erection  of 
a  fire-proof  safe  for  the  preservation  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
company,  and  by  the  introduction  of  gas  for  light ;  and  additional  tools 
and  new  and  improved  machinery  have  been  provided  in  the  shops. 
The  bridge  over  James  river  has  been  put  in  thorough  repair,  and 
materials  have  been  purchased  and  are  now  on  hand  for  repainting 
it.  The  current  books  and  accounts  of  the  company  were  examined 
sufficently  to  satisfy  your  committee  that  they  are  faithfully,  accurate- 
ly and  neatly  kept.  The  system  of  checks  and  balances  which  pre- 
vails in  the  office,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  receipts  as  to  the  expen- 
ditures, would  seem  to  render  it  difficult  for  any  error  or  defalcation 
to  occur  without  immediate  detection.  Nevertheless,  your  committee 
do  not  doubt  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  both  to  the  officers  in 
charge  of  this  department  and  to  the  stockholders,  that  a  critical  ex- 
amination and  comparison  of  the  books  with  the  vouchers  should  be 
made  by  a  competent  accountant.  Some  enquiry  for  such  a  person 
was  recently  instituted  by  your  committee ;  but  the  enquiry  having  been 
too  long  delayed  to  admit  of  the  work  being  executed  in  a  satisfacto- 
ry manner  prior  to  this  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  was  postponed 
for  another  year,  unless  it  should  be  your  pleasure  to  order  such  an 
investigation  now,  under  the  direction  of  a  new  committee. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


THOMAS  H.  ELLIS, 
JAMES  BOSHER, 
JACOB  F.  BARNS. 


Whereupon,  the  said  report  was  received,  approved  and  ordered  to 
be  recorded. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Holden  Rhodes,  was  unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved,  For  the  purpose  of  extending,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
debts  of  the  company,  or  of  renewing  the  same,  that  the  president 
and  treasurer  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  issue  certificates 
of  debt,  payable  not  earlier  than  the  1st  day  of  July  1859,  the  inte- 
rest on  the  said  certificates  to  be  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  said 
certificates  to  be  convertible  into  stock  of  the  company  at  par,  at  the 
option  of  the  holder,  and  that  the  president  and  directors  be  autho- 
rized to  give  such  security  on  the  property  of  the  company,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  said  certificates,  as  they 
may  deem  advisable. 

And  whereas  no  action  appears  yet  to  have  been  had,  under  a  reso- 
lution adopted  at  the  meeting  of  stockholders  on  the  20th  of  November 
1843,  when  an  act  passed  March  25th,  1843,  entitled  "  An  act  convert- 
ing into  stock  the  state's  loan  to  sundry  railroad  companies,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  accepted,  which  resolution  was  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  "  Resolved,  That  at  the  times  of  making  to  the  common- 
wealth the  semi-annual  dividends  required  by  the  said  act,  the  board  of 
directors  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the 
individual  stockholders  of  the  company  any  surplus  of  nett  profits, 
not  exceeding  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  individual 
stock,  the  said  surplus  to  be  paid  over  to  the  individual  stockholders 
respectively,  forthwith,  if  the  company's  affairs  permit ;  or  if  other- 
wise, to  be  paid  with  interest,  whenever  the  situation  of  the  company 
may  admit  of  its  being  done :"  Be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue 
certificates  of  debt  as  above  authorized,  to  any  stockholder  or  his 
assigns,  who  may  be  willing  to  receive  the  same,  in  lieu  of  the  amount 
to  which  he  or  they  would  be  entitled  under  the  above  resolution. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers ;  whereupon, 
Mr.  Wirt  Robinson  was  unanimously  elected  president  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Messrs.  Richard  Barton  Haxall  and  Holden  Rhodes  were  unani- 
mously elected  directors  on  behalf  of  the  stockholders. 

Messrs.  Francis  E.  Rives,  James  H.  Cox  and  Roscoe  B.  Heath 
were  announced  to  have  been  appointed  directors  on  behalf  of  the 
state  by  the  Board  of  public  works. 

Messrs.  James  Bosher  and  Jacob  F.  Barns,  Dr.  Charles  S.  Mills, 
and  Messrs.  Samuel  Mordecai  and  Frederick  Anderson  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee  of  examination. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  take  such  measures  in 
regard  to  publishing  their  report  and  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing as  shall  seem  to  them  expedient. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

J.  F.  MAY,  Chairman. 

John  Williams,  Secretary. 
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Statement  of  the  Again  of  the  Richmond  and  PeUnburg  RaOnad 


Cost  of  road  and  property : 

From  Richmond  to  Petersburg,  including  interest,  -  894,801  71 

Of  branch  road  to  Port  Walthall,  including  purchases  of  land, 
wharves,  coal  tracks,  can  and  steamer  Chesapeake,  48,489  09 


943,290  90 


Debts  due  to  the  company : 

This  company's  stock  taken  for  debt,  -  5,376  06 

Open  accounts,         ....  8,422  24 

13,796  30 

Cash  on  hand,  .....  4,870  45 


$961,959  55 
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Cmpmy  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  the  1st  of  May  1851. 


Capital  stock : 


Subscribed  by  individuals, 

state,  old  stock, 
new  " 


»i 


300,000  shares, 
200,000    " 
1,856    " 


Debts  due  by  the  company: 


Bends  due  in  London  in  1853,  £12,300  st'g.  at  par. 
Bonds  due  in  Richmond, 

Dividend  bonds  to  the  state, 
Debt  due  by  open  account, 
Profit  since  the  commencement  of  transportation, 


300,000  00 
200,000  00 
185,600  00 


54,666  67 
24,500  00 


685,600  00 


79,166  67 

33,408  00 

18  92 

163,765  96 

$961,959  55 


JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Treasurer. 


ftemmd,  1st  May  1851. 
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S*at**inil  of  Iitcomr  from   Transportation  Jrom  lit  May  1850  to  lot  May  WS1. 
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1705   01 

324  39 

8375  15 
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1350  60 
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271.1  00 

':']' 1 

170-  ua 

1550  8.- 

2270  00 

S.<|», 

2870  33 

3537  53 

1539  44 

10-  ;:: 

2538  70 

339  >     0018  HO 

aift'i  74 

14-1  03 

817  811 

979  74 

3153  70 

328  09 

97397ft 

NMtw'r, 

2840  01' 

S)-)d  8'J 

907  84 

075  :I7 

332(5  80 

344  -f      90M  ?A 

llwviu'r, 

JI7J4  411 

5(11  (18 

804  53 

6  46 

2254  30 

149  96 

Jt*M— Jnuuitry, 

3330  37 

057  71 

n:.:  75 

785  18 

1955  70 

159  44 

8351  IB 

VnUriiiit) . 

3104  49 

1464  C7 

1169  8] 

000  54 

3408  01 

109  53 

9003  83 

3074  20 

1913  71 

i :;:,:;  <■:< 

-am  -;; 

1800  97 

158  97 

10666  79 

am'   ' 

!i733  12 

949  IS 

1050  38 

847  87 

1720  GO 

157  26 

8064  41 

*  35074  24 

teci  :.- 

--ro  on 

•554  33 

25798  47 

3738  113 

107697  43 

,•1  wwl  IVtii|ht  Jiot  Norfolk  Hud  Walthall  iteuuen, 


5.816  48 

3.584  SS 

111  60 


JOHN  WILLIAMS, 


NkImmnI.  lft  May  1851. 
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Statement  of  Transportation  Expenses  from  1st  May  1850,  to  1st  May  1851. 


Repairs  of  railroad,  ... 

Repairs  of  engines  and  cars, 

Train  expenses,  including  Clover  Hill  expenses, 

Depot  expenses,  including  watching  James  river  bridge, 

Repairs  of  bridges,  ... 

Transportation  of  passengers,  mail  and  baggage, 

Officers'  salaries,  ... 

Postages,  newspapers,  advertising  and  printing, 

Train  losses  and  damages,  including  coal, 

Contingent  expenses  and  insurance  against  fire, 

Branch  road  expenses, 

Repairs  of  depots, 

Office  expenses, 

Expenses  of  steamer  Chesapeake, 

Repairs  of  turnpike, 


14,685  64 

20,971  04 

14,899  95 

7,778  10 

2,180  66 

1,518  52 

4,425  0Q 

496  70 

558  16 

873  76 

2,591  83 

3,679  55 

158  96* 

1,043  98 

164  24 

$  76,026  09 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Treasurer. 


Richmond,  1st  Mas  1851. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  within  the  year  ending  90ft  April  1851. 


Receipts: 

Cash  on  hand  30th  April  1850 
Certificate  of  debt — received  this  sum, 
Transportation,  do. 

Disbursements : 

Cost  of  road  and  property— increased  this  sum, 

Liabilities  of  the  company— decreased  this  sum, 

Transportation — expenses  of  transportation, 

Interest — paid  the  state  and  on  loans, 

Cash  on  hand  30th  April  1851, 

Debts  due  to  the  company — increased  this  sum, 


3,943  65 
27,200  56 
76,026  09 
4,233  36 
4,870  45 
3,929  58 


2,294  01 

500  00 

117,409  67 


$120,203  68    120,203  68 


Richmond,  1st  May  1851. 


JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Treasure. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad 
company  respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  statements,  shewing 
the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  on  the  30th  bf  Septefabfet 
1851 ;  also  their  report  to  and  the  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  at 
their  annual  meeting  on  the  27th  of  May  last. 

Under  the  authority  given  at  the  meeting  of  stockholders,  thfc  btiaftt 
of  directors  have  endeavored  to  extend  the  period  of  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  company,  by  the  issue  of  bonds  payable  on  the  first  of 
Jbly  1859,  and  in  the  mean  time  convertible  into  stock,  but  have 
fernd  it  impracticable  to  do  so,  except  as  regards  the  amount  passed 
to  the  credit  of  the  individual  stockholders  under  the  resolution  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  20th  of  November  1843.  The  board  of  directors 
fear  there  is  but  little  probability  of  their  being  able  to  fund  the  other 
debts  of  the  company  now,  or  in  a  short  time  payable,  unless  by  the 
issue  of  shares  or  a  loan  convertible  into  stock  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  present  par  value.  The  present  market  price  of  the  stock  being 
about  thirty-five  dollars  per  share,  it  would  certainly  seem  to  be  an 
advantageous  operation  if  new  shares  could  be  issued  at  fifty  dollars 
to  the  extent  necessary  to  liquidate  the  present  indebtedness  of  the 
company,  and  to  enable  the  board  of  directors  henceforth  to  pay  regu- 
lar dividends  to  the  state  and  other  stockholders.  If  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  legislature  to  grant  the  company  the  right  to  do  this, 
without  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  com- 
pany as  required  by  the  act  of  April  1848,  the  debts  of  the  company 
might,  it  is  believed,  be  either  converted  into  stock  or  a  debt  payable 
at  a  remote  date,  and  dividends  of  three  per  cent,  at  once  be  paid  to 
die  commonwealth  and  other  stockholders. 

The  board  of  directors  beg  leave  in  this  to  renew  the  suggestion 
made  in  their  last  annual  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  a  release  to 
this  company  of  the  dividend  bonds  due  the  state,  on  condition  of  this 
company's  constructing  a  railroad  bridge  across  the  Appomattox  river, 
to  connect  with  the  Southsidc  and  Petersburg  railroad.  In  view  of 
the  great  benefit  of  such  a  connection  to  other  works  in  which  the 
state  is  interested,  as  well  as  to  this,  they  cannot  but  believe  such  a 
measure  one  of  enlightened  policy  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  both  as  a  stockholder  and  as  a  community.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  would  seem  but  sheer  justice  to  the  private  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany, in  view  of  the  patronage  of  the  legislature  which  has  been  ex- 
tended to  adverse  lines  of  improvement. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

WIRT  ROBINSON,  President. 
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Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad  Cam 

Cost  of  road  and  property: 

From  Richmond  to  Petersburg,  -  -  896,648  13 

Of  branch  road  to  Port  Walthall,  -         48,489  09 

Debts  due  to  the  company : 

By  individuals  on  stock,  ...  350  00 

Stock  purchase,  ....  5,376  06 

Open  accounts,  ....  7,766  42 

13,498  4fl 

Cash  on  hand,  .....  4,341 81 


$962,97198 
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fany  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  the  1st  of  October  1851. 


Capital  stock : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  3,000  shares, 

Do.      by  the  state,  old  stock.  2,000  shares,     - 
Do.  do.  new  stock,  185G  shares,   - 

Debts  due  by  the  company  : 

Bonds  due  in  London  in  1853,  £12,300  sterling, 
Bonds  due  in  Richmond, 


300,000  00 
200,000  00 
185,600  00 


64,660  67 
12,000  00 


Bonds  due  the  state,  ..... 

Certificates  of  debt  payable  1st  July  1859,  pursuant  to  resolution  adopted  at 

the  annual  meeting  on  27th  May  1851, 
Profit  and  loss,  - 


685,600  00 


66,666  67 
33,408  00 

33,422  85 
143,873  78 

$962,971  28 


JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Treasurer. 


Kdmond,  1st  October  1851. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  pi  the  year  ending  20th  8cj>fembeT  1851. 


Receipti : 

Ctah  on  hand  30th  September  I860, 

Transportation  received, 

Profit  and  Ion,  for  certificates  of  debt  issued, 

Disbursements : 

Cost  of  road  and  property,  increased, 

Transportation  expenses. 

Interest  paid,  ... 

Hotes  ana  open  accounts  due  by  the  company,  decreased. 

Coupon  bonds  "  <<  " 

Open  accounts  due  to  the  company,  increased,     - 

Certificates  of  debt  payable  1st  July  1859, 

Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  - 


3,941  54 
79,110  16 

3,966  90 
15,456  17 
16,500  00 

1,908  96 
33*489  66 

4,341  59 


-Ml 


$157,946  78  157,946  76 


Richmond,  1st  Octdkt  1851. 


JNO.  WILLIAMS, 
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Dttoiled  Statement  of  Receipts  in  the  year  ending  30*A  September  1851. 


Transportation  of  mail,  - 

Travel  and  freight  per  Norfolk  and  Walthall  steamer*, 

Tolls  on  James  river  bridge, 


CI.  Hill  Tra- 

Month*. 

Local 
Travel 

Through 
Travel. 

Freight. 

Branch 
road  fr'ght 

Freight    of 
Clover  IU11 
Coal. 

vel  and  Mis- 
cellaneous 
freight 

Total. 

1850. 

October, 

2965  74 

1474  03 

817  89 

979  74 

3153  70 

328  69 

9739  79 

November, 

2840  66 

928  89 

907  84 

675  37 

3326  80 

344  78 

9024  34 

December, 

3714  49 

801  08 

864  52:         6  48 

2254  30 

149  95 

7790  82 

1851. 

1 

Juinary, 

3335  37 

957  71 

1157  78     785  18 

1955  70 

159  44 

8351  18 

February, 

3104  49 

1464  67 

1189  81     666  54 

2408  60 

169  52 

9003  63 

March, 

3074  20 

1913  71 

1353  09 

2365  85 

1800  97 

158  97 

10060  79 

April, 
■ty, 

2739  12 

949  18 

1650  38 

847  87 

1720  60 

157  26 

8064  41 

2699  54 

1028  69 

1644  53     177  34 

1606  82 

306  80 

7523  72 

Jane, 

3018  94 

874  18 

2016  65 

277  45 

1274  2T 

243  84 

7705  33 

My, 

3523  37 

1047  89 

1984  96 

5  87 

1732  02 

139  39 

6433  50 

August, 

3147  05 

1776  97 

1789  57 

915  99 

1903  42 

71  82 

9604  83 

September, 

3222  37 

2118  04 

1717  55 

1505  74 

2139  25 

180  11 

10883  06 

37405  34 

15335  04 

17094  57 

920!)  42 

25336  45 

2410  57 

106791  39 

T>815  48 

3598  96 

146  37 

$116352  20 


Richmond,  Iff  October  1851. 


JNO.  WILLIAMS,  Trtaturcr. 
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Statement  of  freight  transported  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Mmtroa$% 
the  Branch  Road  to  Port  Walthall  in  the  year  ending  30th  September  1651. 


Tobacco,  ....  7,726  hods. 

Cotton,  ....  1,427   bales. 

Flour,  86,484|  bbls. 

Coal,  ....  1,400,640  bushels. 

Groceries,  dry  goods  and  miscellaneous  freight,  amounting  to  $  11,294  96 
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Statement  shewing  the  number  of  Officers  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad 

Company,  and  the  compensation  of  each. 


President,                          ...  per  annum,  $1,500 

Clerk  and  Treasurer,                                                             "  1,500 

One  clerk  at  Richmond  depot,             •                                 "  600 

One  clerk  at  Petersburg  depot,           •                                 "  700 
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PETERSBURG  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  Petersburg  Railroad  Co. 
Petersburg,  Nov.  24,  1851. 

Jambs  Brown,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

I  enclose  you  the  last  annual  report  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Petersburg  railroad  company,  and  also  the  customary  financial  state- 
ments for  the  12  months  ending  September  30th,  1851. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  we  have  completed  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  road  with  edge-rails,  and  added  considerably  to  its  equip- 
ments ;  and  in  these  respects,  as  well  as  in  its  prosperous  condition, 
we  think  it  will  now  compare  favorably  with  the  best  improvements 
of  the  kind  in  the  country. 

I  remain  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

H.  D.  BIRD,  Preiu 


Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Petersburg  Rail- 
road Company. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Petersburg  rail- 
road company,  held  on  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  March  1851,  there 
were  represented  by  the  owners  and  proxies  6,096  shares  of  the  stock, 
entitled  to  899  votes,  upon  which,  being  a  quorum,  the  meeting  was 
organized,  by  the  appointment  of  A.  Kcvan,  mayor  of  the  city,  as 
chairman,  and  D.  May  as  secretary. 

The  president  of  the  company,  H.  D.  Bird,  presented  and  read  to 
tbe  meeting  the  report  of  the  board  of  directors,  which,  on  motion, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed  among  the  stockholders. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  when  H.  D. 
Bird  was  unanimously  re-elected  president,  and  Joseph  Bragg,  R.  B. 
Boiling  and  Benjamin  Jones,  directors. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Signed, 

A.  KEVAN,  Chairman. 
D.  Mat,  Sec'y. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

We  present  you  with  the  customary  financial  statements  of  the  com- 
pany for  the  twelve  months  ending  January  31st,  1861,  and  we  take 
pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  continued  increase  in  the 
business  of  the  road,  and  the  consequent  improvement  in  the  affairs 
of  the  company. 

The  gross  receipts  of  transportation  for  the  year  were  $211,129  17, 
which  is  $  30,675  18  greater  than  they  were  the  year  before.  The 
charges  of  all  kinds,  including  interest  and  sundry  payments  for  new 
engines  and  cars,  and  other  items  not  properly  current  expenses, 
amounting  to  $  28,987  90,  the  details  of  which  are  shewn  in  the  ac- 
companying statements,  were  $  114,949  66.  This  is  $  6,307  75  less 
than  they  were  the  previous  year. 

The  nett  income  was  $  96,179  62.  Out  of  this  we  paid  a  divi- 
dend of  7 J  per  cent.,  amounting  to  $  57,675,  which  left  a  surplus  of 
$  38,504  62  towards  paying  for  the  new  track  of  edge-rails  which  we 
are  now  laying. 

The  amount  expended  on  account  of  this  track  during  the  last 
twelve  months  was  $  118,232  35.  Of  this  sum,  the  surplus  above 
and  the  cash  and  other  assets  brought  forward  from  last  year,  enable 
us  to  pay  $  49,802  04  in  cash,  while  $  68,430  31  was  added  tempo- 
rarily to  our  indebtedness. 

Our  whole  debt  is  now  $  150,851  05.  But  from  this  must  be  de- 
ducted the  cash  on  hand  and  the  debts  due  the  company  $  16,346  39, 
and  the  value  of  the  old  railroad  iron  as  far  as  taken  up,  worth  at 
present  prices  about  $  24,000,  which  would  leave  the  nett  amount 
of  indebtedness  $111,504  66.  Of  this  sum,  $14,409  81  was  the 
amount  of  indebtedness  before  we  commenced  laying  the  new  track, 
leaving  $  97,094  85  incurred  for  that  purpose  to  the  first  of  this  month. 

At  ttie  date  of  our  last  annual  report,  it  was  only  contemplated  to 
rebuild  the  road  with  edge-rails  as  far  as  the  Junction  of  the  Greenes- 
ville  and  Roanoke  railroad ;  but  the  Wilmington  company  having 
commenced  improving  their  whole  road,  and  our  business  increasing 
so  much,  the  necessity  of  finishing  ours  became  more  urgent.  An 
advantageous  contract  for  the  necessary  iron  being  offered  at  the  same 
time,  we  availed  ourselves  of  it,  and  part  of  the  rails  have  already 
arrived,  and  the  remainder  will  be  here  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
We  expect  to  have  the  whole  track  completed  to  Weldon  by  June  or 
July  next. 

The  amount  expended  for  the  new  track  so  far,  (except  the  fifteen 
miles  laid  some  years  ago,  which  was  all  paid  for  out  ot  the  surplus 
profits)  is  $  154,821  22.  If  we  deduct  from  this  the  amount  of  in- 
debtedness incurred  on  this  account  as  above  stated,  it  leaves  the 
sum  of  $  57,726  37,  paid  for  out  of  the  surplus  profits  since  Decem- 
ber 1849,  the  date  we  commenced  receiving  the  iron.  We  mention 
this  to  shew  that  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  pay  off  the  whole  debt  con- 
tracted for  it. 

Deducting  the  value  of  the  old  iron  from  the  cost  of  the  new  track 
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as  above  given,  it  leaves  the  nett  cost  of  that  improvement  to  the  31st 
of  January,  $130,821  22.  For  this  we  have  laid  down  twenty-nine 
miles  of  the  track  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  have  iron  and 
Umber  enough  paid  for  to  lay  ten  miles  more.  This  will  leave  twelve 
miles  to  finish  the  road  to  Weldon.  The  cost  of  the  whole  improve- 
ment will  not  exceed  $165,000. 

The  board  congratulate  the  stockholders  on  the  near  approach  of 
the  period  when  they  will  have  a  good  and  permanent  track,  and  be 
released  from  the  heavy  extra  expenses  and  the  various  inconveniences 
that  attend  a  flat-bar  railroad,  and  at  a  cost  so  small  compared  with 
the  great  value  of  the  improvement  to  the  interests  of  the  company. 
The  whole  of  this  value  cannot  be  estimated  in  money.  While  we 
have  no  doubt  that  it  will  reduce  our  yearly  expenses  from  20  to  25 
per  cent.,  yet  this  is  but  a  part  of  the  benefit  we  may  expect  to  derive 
from  it.  It  will  add  vastly  to  the  capabilities  of  the  road,  enabling  it 
to  do  the  transportation  with  more  expedition,  security  and  certainty, 
and  thus  not  only  render  it  more  attractive  to  travelers,  but  draw  to 
it  a  larger  amount  of  freight  business. 

The  board  desire  further  to  congratulate  the  stockholders  on  the  in- 
creasing prospect  of  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  roads 
sooth  of  us.  The  Wilmington  company,  as  we  stated  above,  are  re- 
building their  road  with  edge-rails,  and  they  will  finish  it  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months.  By  the  end  of  this  year  the  cars  are  expected  to 
be  running  on  forty  to  fifty  miles  of  the.  Manchester  road.  At  our 
Gaston  end  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  late  stockholders 
of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  company  will  accept  the  act  passed  by  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature  ot  North  Carolina,  and  rebuild  the  road* 
And  last,  but  most  important  to  your  interests,  we  have  the  assurance 
that  the  whole  of  the  North  Carolina  railroad  will  be  put  under  con- 
tract tbis  year.  This  road,  you  are  well  aware,  will  connect  with  the 
South  Carolina  railroads,  and  of  course  it  will  greatly  increase  our 
travel.  But  this  we  look  upon  as  a  small  part  of  the  advantages  we 
expect  to  derive  from  the  construction  of  that  road.  When  it  reaches 
Salisbury,  it  will  be  over  half  way  through  the  state  of  North  Can> 
lina ;  and  the  people  there  already  contemplate  extending  it  to  Ten- 
nessee.  The  completion  of  these  improvements  cannot  fail  to  increase 
the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  company,  and  place  it  on  a 
aolia  and  enduring  basis. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

H.  D.  BIRD,  President. 
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Statement  of  the  Affair*  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company,  January  31st,  1851. 

Capital  paid  in,  .....       769,00000 

Debts  due  by  the  company,  ....       150,951  05 


Profit  and  loss, 


19,316  56 
1939,167  61 


Coot  of  railroad, 

New  track, 

Debts  due  the  company, 

Cash, 


769,000  00 

154,821  29 

9,716  43 

5,629  96 

$939,167  61 


Expenses  of  Transportation  of  the  Petersburg  Ra\ 
fir  the  twelve  months  ending  January  31**,  1851. 


Receipts : 
Freight, 
Passengers, 
Mail, 


Expenses: 

Officers*  salaries,  repairs  of  road,  engines  and  ears,  and  all  car- 
rent  expenses,  -  -  • 

Cost  of  one  new  engine,  two  new  passenger  cars,  twelve  freight 
oars  and  eighteen  tracks,  ... 

Cost  of  oar  portion  of  shed  at  Weldon, 

F.  E.  Rives,  on  account  of  contract,    - 

Interest  account,  .... 


85,961  65 

21,135  00 

628  12 

3,000  00 

4,224  78 


Nett  income, 


98,941  06 
96,188  11 
16,000  00 

211,129  17 


114,949  55 


96,179  62 


General  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Petersburg  Raikoad 
Company  for  the  twelve  months  ending  January  31,  1851. 


Receipts: 
Cash  on  hand  January  31st,  1851, 
Received  of  the  debts  due  the  company, 
Nett  income  as  above, 
Increase  of  the  debt  for  new  track, 


10,084  34 

8,968  36 

96,179  68 

68,430  31 

$  183,662  63 


Disbursements: 
Amount  expended  for  iron,  rails,  spikes,  timber  and  labor  on  new  track  during 

the  twelve  months,  ..... 

Dividends  of  July  and  January,  7J  per  cent,  ... 

Bad  debts  charged  to  profit  and  loss,     .... 
Cash  on  hand  January  31st,  1851,         .... 


118,232  35 

57,675  00 

2,125  32 

5,629  96 


$183,662  63 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Jan.  31, 1850. 

Jan.  31, 1851. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Capital  paid  in,         - 

Debt,             .... 

Profit  and  Ion,          ... 

769000  00 

82420  74 

2975  56 

769000  00 

150851  05 

19316  56 

68430  31 

118232  35 

30675  18 

• 

36962  93 

$854396  30 

939167  61 

Coit  of  road,            ... 
New  track,    .... 
Debts  due  the  company, 
Cash,             .... 

789038  30 
36588  87 
18684  79 
10084  34 

769000  00 

154821  22 

9716  43 

5629  96 

20038  30* 
8968  36 

9854396  30 

939167  61 

Receipt!  of  transportation,    - 
Expenses,      .... 

180453  99 
121257  30 

211129  17 
114949  55 

6307  75 

Nett  income,            ... 

959196  69 

96179  62 

Dividend,       .... 

7  per  cent. 

7  J  per  cent 

'Charged  to  profit  sad  loss  to  reduce  the  coat  of  the  road  to  die  amount  of  capital  paid  in. 
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Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  September  30&, 

1851. 


Capital  stock  owned  by  corporation  of  Petersburg, 
"  "  individuals, 


Debts  due  by  the  company : 
Bonds  dne  in  1856, 
Bills  payable, 
State  of  Virginia, 
Greenesville  railroad  company, 
Individuals  in  account, 
Dividends  unpaid, 

Profit  and  loss, 


Cost  of  railroad, 

Cost  of  new  track, 

Due  by  post  office  department, 
by  agents  for  through  travel, 
Raleigh  and  Gaston  road, 

Freight  outstanding, 

Due  by  individuals  in  account, 

Cash, 


367,600  00 
410,400  00 


37,101  67 
924292  94 
16,676  70 
10^261  38 

18,847  82 
1,660  69 


4,300  00 
2,976  80 
1,354  17 
4,352  72 
623  10 


769,000  00 


176,641  20 
35,447  50 

$961,288  70 

769,000  00 
195,410  20 


13,606  79 
3,271  71 

$981,288  70 


In  addition  to  the  cash  and  other  assets  as  above,  the  company  has  1,300  tons  of  old  iron 
on  hand  worth  at  present  prices,  $  32,500. 


Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  for  the  twehe 

months  ending  September  30th,  1851. 


Receipts : 
Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30th,  1850, 
Gross  amount  of  transportation, 
Increase  of  debt  dne  for  new  iron, 
Received  of  the  debts  due  the  company, 


Disbursements: 
Expenses  of  transportation, 
Expended  on  new  track, 
For  a  new  locomotive, 
2  new  coaches,  and  1  baggage  car, 
30  new  freight  cars, 
Interest  account, 
Dividends  of  January  and  July,  7  per  cent. 
Cash  on  band, 


13,790  1ft 

199,468  86 

55,056  64 

3,237  44 

$271,563  06 


99,245  74 
78,604  89 

7,300  00 

5,250  00 
17,416  00 

6,635  72 
53,830  00 

3,27171 


$271,563  06 
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Comparative  View  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company. 


September  30, 
1890. 

September  30, 
1851. 

Dx. 

Cx. 

8tpck,                  ... 
Debl,                    ... 
Profit  and  loss,     ... 

769000  00 

121784  56 

45693  40 

769000  00 

176841  20 

35447  50 

55056  64 

20038  30 

3237  44 
10518  41 

10245  90 

936477  96 

981288  70 

Ctot  of  railroad, 
Cost  of  new  track, 
Debts  doe  the  company, 
Cash, 

789038  30 

116805  31 

16844  23 

13790  12 

769000  00 

195410  20 

13606  79 

3271  71 

78604  89 

$936477  96 

981288  70 

88850  79 

88850  79 
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SOUTHSIDE  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  of  the  Southside  Railroad  Company, 

Petersburg,  Nov.  16,  1861. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Board  of  P.  Works,  Richmond. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Southside  railroad  company,  had  at  their  annual 
meeting  on  the  12th  instant,  together  with  my  own  and  the  chief  en- 
gineer's reports. 

I  send  also  two  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  made  by 
our  clerk  and  treasurer — the  one  up  to  the  30th  September  last,  inclu- 
sive, in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  your  board,  the  other 
made  for  the  stockholders  up  to  the  31st  October  last. 

These  documents  are  more  in  detail  than  those  usually  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  public  works,  but  will  not  therefore,  I  presume,  be 
the  less  acceptable. 

The  letting  of  a  portion  of  our  road,  which  occurred  in  Farmville 
on  the  15th  and  16th  ult.,  and  the  preparation  necessary  to  be  made 
for  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  the  12th  instant  is  my  apology 
for  not  sending  these  documents  at  an  earlier  day.  I  trust  the  delay 
^will  cause  inconvenience  to  no  one. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PANNILL,  President. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Southside  railroad 
Company,  held  in  the  city  of  Petersburg  on  Wednesday  the  12th  day 
**f  November  1861 : 

On  motion  of  Francis  £.  Rives,  Esq.,  Richard  K.  Meade,  Esq. 
Vras  called  to  the  chair,  and  Stephen  D.  Watkins,  the  clerk  of  the 
company,  in  pursuance  of  the  2d  article  of  the  by-laws,  attended  as 
clerk. 

On  motion,  the  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Thomas  S.  Gholson  and 
Joseph  E.  Cox  a  committee  to  examine  such  powers  as  might  have 
Wn  given  by  any  of  the  stockholders  to  represent  them  in  the  meet- 
ing, who  reported  that  the  proxies  presentea  were  all  in  proper  and 
legal  form,  except  the  following,  viz  :  Power  from  John  F.  May  to  Jno. 
Lyons,  from  J.  Woraack  to  J.  R.  Rice,  from  J.  Lilly  to  Uriah  Wells, 
from  N.  B.  Long  to  Uriah  Wells,  from  William  F.  Joynes  to  Francis 
E.  Rives,  and  from  L.  B.  Lyons  to  William  Frayne. 

On  motion  of  Francis  E.  Rives,  the  4th  article  of  the  by-laws  was 
suspended,  and  the  above-mentioned  proxies  were  proved  by  wit- 
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nes8esy  and  the  meeting  decided  that  the  proxies  might  give  a  vote  at 
such,  and  also  all  others  which  might  be  so  proved. 

It  being  ascertained  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  stock  was  repre- 
sented in  this  meeting : 

The  president's  report  was  presented  and  read,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents  therein  referred  to;  which  were,  on  motion,  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Andrew  Kevan,  Lewis  Lunsford  and  D.  M. 
Bernard  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  president's  re- 
port, with  the  accompanying  documents,  the  clerk  and  treasurer's 
books,  and  have  the  said  report,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
the  charter  and  by-laws  of  tne  company,  together  with  ail  laws  in  re- 
lation to  the  Southside  railroad,  printed. 

On  motion  of  Francis  E.  Rives,  it  was  resolved  that  the  following 
article  be  added  to  the  by-laws,  viz : 

Art.  17. — There  shall  be  appointed  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  a  committee  of  five,  a  majority  of  whom  may  act, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  several  im- 
provements connected  with  this  road,  and  enquiring  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  books  and  financial 
affairs  are  kept ;  and  making  it  the  duty  of  such  committee  to  report 
to  the  said  meetings  the  result  of  such  examination  and  enquiry,  and 
to  recommend  such  measures  as  in  their  opinion  will  tend  to  promote 
the  permanence,  value  and  usefulness  of  the  respective  works,  a  re- 
duction of  excessive  charges,  and  prohibition  of  all  unnecessary  ex- 
penses, and  an  economical,  systematic  and  efficient  organization  of 
the  superintendence  and  management  of  the  same.  And  if  the  stock- 
holders shall  at  any  annual  meeting  fail  to  appoint  such  committee, 
the  duties  aforesaid  shall  be  performed  by  the  committee  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

In  pursuance  of  article  17th,  the  chair  appointed  Francis  £.  Rives, 
Edwin  James,  George  W.  Boiling,  D'Arcy  Paul  and  Lemuel  Peebles 
a  committee  to  discharge  the  duties  required  by  said  article. 

On  motion  of  Col.  George  W.  Boiling, 

Resolved^  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Southside  railroad 
company  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  make  application  to 
the  next  legislature  of  Virginia  for  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of 
said  company  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  state  subscribe 
three-fifths  of  said  increase ;  also  for  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Southside  railroad  company,  so  that  in  future  the  said  company  shall 
be  entitled  "  The  Petersburg  and  Lynchburg  Railroad  Company." 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany be  hereafter  held  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  October  of  each  year, 
instead  of  the  2d  Wednesday  in  November,  and  that  the  fiscal  year 
of  the  company  shall  terminate  on  the  30th  of  September  of  each 
year,  instead  of  the  31st  of  October. 

On  motion,  William  Pannill,  Esq.  was  unanimously  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  company ;  and  the  ballot  being  taken,  Jos.  E.  Venable, 
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Peter  B.  Wills  and  Samuel  V,  Watkins  were  elected  directors  on  the 
part  of  the  stockholders. 

On  motion,  Samuel  V.  Watkins  was  unanimously  elected  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  company. 

The  meeting  was  officially  informed  that  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Cox  and 
John  Johns  had  been  appointed  directors  on  the  part  of  the  state  of 
Virginia  in  this  company,  and  that  William  C.  Flournoy,  Esq.  was 
the  state's  proxy,  and  Francis  E.  Rives  alternate. 

And  on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

R.  K  MEADE,  Chairman. 


Office  of  the  Southside  Railroad  Co. 
Petersburg,  Nov.  12th,  1851. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Southside  Railroad  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  second  annual  report 
of  the  directors  of  your  company. 

At  your  last  meeting  the  grading,  masonry,  &c.  of  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  road  from  Petersburg  to  the  Junction  of  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  road,  a  distance  of  52%  miles,  was  under  contract,  and  a 
great  part  of  it  completed.  Surveys  were  then  in  progress  for  ex- 
tending the  road.  A  final  location  was  made  from  the  Junction  to 
Farmville,  and  the  grading  and  masonry  let  to  contractors  on  the  17th 
day  of  December  1850,  to  be  completed  by  contract  May  1st,  1852, 
which  (judging  from  the  present  state  of  the  work)  we  think  will  be 
done. 

The  bridge  over  the  Appomattox  river  below  Farmville  was  let  in 
August  last — the  masonry  to  Messrs.  Flournoy  and  McDearmon  and 
the  superstructure  to  Mr.  F.  Carr,  to  be  completed  October  1st,  1852. 
From  the  known  energy  of  the  contractors,  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect  a  fulfillment  of  their  engagements.  If  we  be  not  disappointed 
in  these  contracts  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  have  our  road  in  ope- 
ration to  Farmville  by  the  1st  December  1852. 

In  our  last  report  it  will  be  seen  that  iron  had  been  purchased  to 
lay  the  road  to  the  Junction  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  road,  and 
that  nearly  all  of  it  had  been  received.  The  balance  has  since  come 
to  hand  excepting  a  few  tons,  which  will  be  received  by  the  time  it  is 
needed.  Since  that  time  we  have  contracted  with  the  same  party, 
to  wit:  James  Dunlop,  agent  for  Curt  well,  Allin  &  Co.,  of  the  Carrn 
Kelyn  and  Blama  iron  works  in  Wales,  for  1,500  tons  of  rails  of  the 
tame  weight  and  pattern  as  that  before  purchased,  at  $  41  per  ton  of 
8240  lbs.,  cash  on  delivery  at  City  Point— one  half  to  be  delivered  on 
or  about  the  1st  of  April,  and  the  other  on  or  about  the  1st  of  May,  1852. 
The  rails  are  to  be  notched  by  the  makers  to  fit  the  chairs  we  are  now 
nsing. 

We  have  also  contracted  with  the  same  concern  for  wrought  iron 
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chairs  to  be  furnished  and  fitted  to  the  rail  according  to  a  pattern  fur- 
nished, at  3  cents  per  pound,  which  is  |  of  a  cent  less  than  we  are 
now  paying.     This  lot  of  iron  will  lay  the  road  to  Farmville. 

On  the  15th  October  a  letting  was  made  in  Farmville,  of  the  gra- 
ding, masonry  and  bridging  of  about  30  miles  of  the  road,  commencing 
a  little  below,  and  extending  through  and  west  of  that  town,  to  a 
point  within  23  miles  of  Lynchburg. 

This  division  is  to  be  completed  in  all  next  year,  (1852.)  The 
prices  at  which  the  work  was  taken  arc  considered  fair. 

In  June  last,  the  superstructure  or  laying  the  track  was  let  to  CoL 
David  Jones,  who  shortly  thereafter  commenced  the  work,  and  has 
progressed  about  28  miles,  with  every  prospect  of  reaching  Blacks 
and  Whites  by  January  1st,  and  the  Junction  by  the  middle  of  March 
1852. 

It  is  believed  by  that  time  the  grading  on  the  division  of  the  road 
from  the  Junction  to  the  bridge  will  be  so  far  completed  as  not  to  im- 
pede the  laying  of  the  track  to  that  point. 

We  have  purchased  from  our  enterprising  citizen  Uriah  Wells  two 
locomotive  engines,  which  were  made  in  his  shop  here,  at  prices  not 
exceeding  those  we  should  have  had  to  pay  elsewhere.  We  believe 
the  engines  to  be  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  made  at  the  North.  One 
of  them  has  been  employed  for  some  months  in  carrying  materials  up 
the  road  for  the  track  layers,  and  has  performed  remarkably  well :  tM 
other  has  but  lately  been  put  upon  the  road  and  is  intended  for  the 
passenger  and  freight  train. 

We  have  had  made  in  Springfield  two  passenger  cars,  which,  for 
elegance,  comfort  and  durability,  will  compare,  we  think,  with  any 
now  in  use  in  Virginia. 

We  have  also  had  made  here  (in  part)  a  second  class  passenger 
car  which  is  now  on  the  road.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  board  to 
commence  within  the  next  eight  or  ten  days  to  run  regularly  a  pas- 
senger and  freight  train  to  Wilson's  depot,  a  distance  of  30  miles. 

It  is  believed  that  our  present  capital  of  $1,400,000  will  complete 
all  the  work  we  have  undertaken,  but  that  it  will  be  inadequate  to 
construct  the  road  to  Lynchburg.  It  has  never  been  thought  that 
that  sum  would  be  sufficient  to  build  a  road  120  miles  in  length,  laid 
with  heavy  rail,  and  stock  it  with  engines,  cars,  &c. ;  especially  too, 
when  it  is  known  that  the  western  division  of  the  road,  from  the 
Junction  to  Lynchburg,  passes  through  a  rough  and  rocky  country. 

To  enable  us,  then,  to  carry  out  the  great  scheme  of  connecting 
with  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  at  Lynchburg,  and  conse- 
quently with  the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis,  your  board  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  an  application  be  made  to  the  next  legis- 
lature for  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  to  two 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  state  take  three-fifths  of  said  increase. 
This  would  leave  8  240,000  to  be  raised  by  private  subscription,  which, 
with  proper  efforts,  we  think  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  believed  that 
this  amount  or  less  will  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  object  we  seek 
to  attain. 

Your  board  would  further  recommend  that  application  be  made  to 
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the  legislature  to  change  the  name  of  your  road  from  Southside  to 
Petersburg  and  Lynchburg,  because  the  former  title  indicates  the  lo- 
cality, while  the  latter  clearly  shews  the  points  of  its  connection. 

We  are  required  by  the  board  of  public  works  to  render  them  a 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  our  company  up  to  the  1st  of  October 
of  each  year.  Our  fiscal  year  terminates  on  the  31st  of  October — 
one  month  after  theirs.  In  order  that  one  statement  and  report  may 
answer  for  both,  your  board  would  recommend  a  change  of  our  annual 
meeting  to  the  second  Wednesday  in  October,  and  that  our  fiscal 
year  terminate  on  the  30th  September.  This  would  save  the  officers 
of  the  company  much  labor,  and  their  time  is  likely  to  be  fully 
occupied. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  the  state  was  not  represented,  owning 
at  that  time  no  stock  in  the  road.  By  an  act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  the  Board  of  public  works  was  directed  to  sub- 
scribe, on  behalf  of  the  state,  three-fifths  of  $  S00,000,  which  was 
promptly  done — consequently^  at  this  meeting,  the  Board  of  public 
works  has  the  right  to  appoint  two  directors  on  the  part  of  the  state ; 
and  it  has  accordingly  appointed  Dr.  Jos.  £.  Cox  of  Petersburg  and 
Col.  John  Johns  of  Appomattox  county,  leaving  three  to  be  elected  by 
the  individual  stockholders. 

When  we  consider  that  the  first  contracts  for  the  grading  of  our  road 
were  made  about  the  beginning  of  last  year,  and  that  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work  was  not  until  the  1st  of  March  1850,  we  think  we 
have  canse  to  congratulate  you  on  the  rapid  progress  which  has 
been  made,  and  to  trust  that  the  same  vigorous  efforts  may  be  con- 
tinued to  its  completion.  For  this  success  your  board  is  mainly  in- 
debted to  the  prompt  and  cheerful  manner  in  which  the  stockholders 
have  met  the  requisitions  made  upon  them. 

The  amount  of  stock  subscribed,  up  to  the  1st  instant,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

By  the  corporation  of  Petersburg,        -  623,500  00 

"               "            Farmville,          -  20,000  00 

By  individuals,             .....  250,500  00 

By  the  Board  of  public  works  on  behalf  of  the  state,  480,000  00 

Making  together,  $1,374,000  00 

Your  board  is  also  informed  that  there  are  subscriptions  amounting 
to  about  $10,000,  which  were  made  on  condition  that  the  road  should 
pass  through  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and  Appomattox  counties,  on 
the  south  side  of  Appomattox  river  above  Farmville.  While  these 
subscriptions  are  binding  on  the  parties,  they  have  not  yet  been  offi- 
cially reported  by  the  commissioners  so  as  to  enable  us  to  place  them 
on  the  books  of  the  company. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  only  $16,000  remain  to  be  subscribed 
to  complete  the  capital  stock  of  the  company;  and  as  some  of  the 
contractors  have  agreed  to  take  2£  and  5  per  cent,  of  their  work  in 
the  stock  of  the  company,  we  may  consider  the  capital  of  $1,400,000 
nearly  complete. 


206  [Doc.  No.  18.] 

The  original  subscription  of  $  437,600,  reported  to  the  last  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  has  nearly  all  been  paid  in,  and  scrip  issued  to 
the  stockholders. 

Of  the  last  subscription  30  per  cent,  has  been  called  in,  in  requisi- 
tions of  from  $  2  and  $10  per  share. 

The  large  force  now  and  hereafter  to  be  employed  on  the  works, 
will  make  it  necessary  to  call  in  from  $5  and  $10  per  share  per  month 
for  several  months  to  come,  it  being  the  determination  of  the  board 
to  press  the  work  forward  with  all  possible  despatch. 

For  information  connected  with  the  engineer  department,  I  beg  re* 
ference  to  the  report  of  our  chief  engineer,  C.  O.  Sanford,  Esq.  here- 
with, marked  A. 

I  submit  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  report,  marked  B,  shewing  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  company  to  the  31st  ult.,  inclusive: 

Receipts,  ------    673,643  70 

Disbursements,  .....    639,335  76 


Balance  cash  on  hand,  -  -      34,307  94 

Due  by  stockholders,      -  699,789  36 

Leaving  a  balance  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the 

work,  of $734,047  20 

Wc  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  many  advan- 
tages and  the  cheering  prospects  of  large  profits  to  be  derived  from 
the  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  You  are  all  aware  of 
them,  and  we  trust  your  most  sanguine  expectations  may  ere  long  be 
fully  realized. 

In  conclusion,  wc  beg  leave  to  return  our  thanks  for  the  high  honor 
you  have  conferred  upon  us. 

Our  best  efforts  have  been  used  to  discharge  faithfully  the  trust 
reposed  in  us,  and  we  invite  a  full  and  free  investigation  of  our  pro- 
ceedings for  the  past  year,  with  the  hope  that  they  will  meet  your 
approbation. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  PANNILL,  PretU. 
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[A.] 

Petersburg,  November  8th,  1851. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  SoutJtside  Railroad  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

The  time  has  again  arrived  to  make  a  report  upon 
the  progress  of  the  Southside  railroad  ;  and  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  statements,  arranged  nearly  in  the  order  in  which  the  sepa- 
rate divisions  were  placed  under  contract  or  located  : 

First  Division— from  Petersburg  to  the  Junction  of  the  Richmond  and 

Danville  Railroad — 62  J  miles. 

The  grading  and  masonry  for  nearly  the  whole  of  this  division  was 
contracted  for  in  December  1849  and  January  18f50.     The  work  is 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  $1,600  worth  of  grading  at  a  point 
36  miles  from  Petersburg,  and  $  800  worth  at  the  western  end  of  the 
division.     The  whole,  however,  can  be  completed  before  the  laying  of 
the  track  can  reach  these  portions  of  the  grading.     The  track  is  now 
laid  for  about  25  miles  from  Petersburg,  and  the  contractor  is  confi- 
dent that  he  will  complete  his  contract  of  the  first  40  miles  by  the  end 
of  this  year,  and  that  the  remaining  12£  miles  can  be  finished  early  in 
March.     This  will  depend  much  upon  the  weather  during  this  winter ; 
but  it  is  probable,  that  taking  everything  into  account,  a  mile  can  be 
laid  in  4  days  from  this  time  forward,  and  hence,  that  the  27  miles 
yet  remaining  to  be  done  would  require  108  days,  which  would  bring 
the  time  to  the  early  part  of  March  next. 

The  town  and  country  depots,  water  stations  and  other  buildings 
on  this  division  are  progressing,  and  will  be  in  a  sufficient  state  of 
forwardness  for  use  before  any  large  amount  of  business  will  be  trans- 
acted upon  the  road. 

Second  Division—from  the  Junction  to  near  Farmville — 14  J  miles. 

The  grading  of  this  division  was  placed  under  contract  on  the  17th 
of  December  1860.  The  contractors  are  employed  upon  this  with  a 
force  sufficient  to  execute  $  1,000  worth  of  work  per  day  ;  and  as  the 
probable  amount  of  work  remaining  to  be  done  is  estimated  at 
$140,000,  the  whole  can  be  finished  in  time  to  extend  the  track  to 
Farmville  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Appomattox  bridge  is  upon  this  division,  and  within  4J  miles 
of  Farmville.  The  piers  of  this  were  contracted  for  August  19th, 
1861,  and  the  superstructure  August  4th,  1851,  to  be  completed  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1852. 

The  contractors  are  now  actively  engaged  in  making  their  arrange- 
ments, quarrying  rock,  &c. ;  and  from  the  known  responsibility  of  all, 
it  is  confidently  expected  that  no  delay  will  occur  at  this  point. 
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*  >  v-i<  jsfceted  October  15, 1851 — the  grading,  bridg- 
»  x. ..  x*  be  all  completed  in  the  year  1852 ;  and  as  it 
:*>   *  -  ^ ■*  -:a«c«  different  contracts  to  highly  respectable  and 

,  .>  :o  be  hoped  that  the  laying  of  the  track  may  be 
.  :..iicrru;nedly  prosecuted  until  it  reaches  the  western 


• .» ■■  • 


rxtending  from  Lynchburg — 23  miles  in  length* 


t.  .   ■:.>  -wiiioa  no  contracts  have  been  made. 
\ *^..i-  Live  lxvu  two  lines  surveyed:  one  passing  down  Beaver 
i-  .\tiiics  river,  and  along  the  tow-path  of  the  James  river 
•iv   .«ihcr  passing  down  Archer's  creek  to  its  mouth,  crossing 
•  to.  M\d  extending  along  the  northern  shore  to  near  Lynch- 
v,,.     Ku   :ecrussing  the  river  to  join  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 


I  "v  »ai->  ^n^aged  upon  this  division  has  recently  returned  to  Po- 
.v .  v.  »M  »x .  tad  although  the  profiles  shew  that  the  northern  route  is  pre- 
.*  ^>.c.  K-  subject  will  yet  require  further  investigation  before  it  would 
X  'f.tiiMi  u>  divide  upon  the  route.  This  could  be  made  and  the 
*v\\  ;«..i*\\l  under  contract  during  the  present  year,  if  the  board 

'/•\  w  \w  length  of  the  line  will  be  about  120  miles. 

%.  mx  \vn  known  to  the*  board  for  some  time  that  the  present  ca- 
.'v  vvuipanv  (SI, 400,000)  would  not  be  sufficient  to  construct 
•]  v  wui  -a»  l.\  nehluiru ;  and  the  questions  arise,  How  much  additional 
,,.  «.  ;  •-  :eqiiucd  V  and.  How  fur  the  road  can  be  extended  with  the 
.Sv'  v..  ,  u»iwl  1  And  in  order  to  answer  these  questions  I  have  caused 
'«,%s\'\  -.r.\w  estimates  to  be  made ;  and  while  these  estimates  are  based 
,s  .•.  r-.i.K'N  ealeuluted  for  each  100  feet  distance  of  the  line,  I  can- 
ss  ;».\  :»*.ul  to  be  nrcurale,  owing  to  many  causes,  among  which  may 
tv  ''v^-i^ued  the  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  labor  and  provisions, 
4 ;,  :  V  t  ui  that  many  of  the  excavations  contain  rock  and  slate  co- 
xN  v\!  wall  e.iilli.  and  very  irregular  in  their  formation. 

I  ;vlv\e  i ha!  l  lu*  cost  of  construction  of  the  whole  road  complete 
*•".  tv  .ilvui  S  ^,000,000,  and  the  cost  of  engines,  cars  and  other 
\%:»«!e*  UM*d  li»r  transportation  will  at  first  be  about  $100,000  in 
ttLu.tiMi ,  .oul  this  sum  must  increase  as  the  business  of  the  road  in- 
u -.i  v*  I mii  as  this  increased  cost  of  additional  trains  may  be  met  by 
*!w  ,;uphw  income,  or  if  deemed  best  by  borrowing  money  at  six  per 
"v.»;  I'vlu'n  I  think  it  must  be  evident  to  all  who  have  examined  our 
usid'md  »ts  connections  tliat  it  must  pay  dividends  of  more  than  six 
ivi\xi»i..  I  le.sneri  fully  recommend  that  the  capital  stock  be  increased 
{    ^\;tiui0.000,  being  an  increase  of  $600,000.    This  no  doubt  would 

tv'-i  i»i»'d  nN  ,n,%  h'S^11111"0*  an(*  ^  1S  to  ^e  noPed  tnat  the  same  ap- 
Piomi:ition  of  three-fifths  of  this  will  also  be  made  by  the  state, 
ItMxuu1  *'M0,000  to  be  raised  otherwise;  and  I  feel  quite  confident 
tin*  \v ill  Ih>  made  up. 
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The  present  capital  is  sufficient  for  all  the  contracts  made  up  to  the 
present  time  and  allow  of  further  contracts  for  laying  the  track  to 
some  point  between  the  Junction  and  Farmville,  these  contracts  can 
be  made  from  time  to  time  without  delaying  the  work. 

The  following  statements  shew  the  number  of  engineers,  agents, 
&c. : 

chief  engineer, 
assistant  engineer, 


C.  O.  Sanford, 
P.  Wright, 
F.  K.  Marcel, 
J.  H.  Shearer, 
W.  E.  Randolph, 
J.  R.  Mosse, 
B.  H.  Gordon, 
E.  J.  Wall, 
E.  A.  Blanch, 
H.  Bardwell, 
L.  Mariani, 
R.  E.  Rodes, 
B.  Ross, 
W.  Boiling, 


M 


U 


<C 


ct 


it 


tt 


leveler, 


ct 


assistant  engineer, 

leveler, 

rodman, 


S  3,000  per  annum. 
1,500 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 

900 

500 
1,200 

500 

180 


Twenty-five  negroes  for  axemen,  chainmen,  &c. 


List  of  Agents,  Hands,  $ft. 

G.  B.  Allsop,  agent  at  Petersburg, 

G.  W.  West,  do.     of  repairs, 

Jos.  Wilson,  do.     on  train, 

B.  F.  Child  rey,  do.         do. 

Two  enginemen,  each 
Forty  hands  on  road,  train  and  at  depot. 


S  840  per  annum, 
750         " 
470         " 
300         " 
600         " 


List  of  Engines,  Spc. 

2  locomotive  engines. 
12  eight  wheeled  freight  cars. 
7  four  "         dumping  cars. 

5  four  "         hand  cars. 

1  four  "         buggy  car. 

2  eight        "         1st  class  passenger  cars. 
1  eight         "         2d      "  "  " 

Force  employed  on  contracts  between  Petersburg  and  Farmville — 
1,500  laborers  and  400  horses. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  O.  SANFORD, 

Chief  Engineer. 
21 
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Peteusjiurg,  November  13th,  1851. 

(iBXTLEMEX, 

At  a  meeting  of  your  board  3restcrday,  you  desired 
that  I  .should  make  statements  to  shew  the  comparative  cost  of  the 
Southsidc  railroad  with  other  roads  in  the  United  States,  the  compara- 
tive advantage  of  its  grades,  and  the  probable  income  of  the  road; 
and  although  the  time  allowed  has  not  been  sufficient  to  collect  and 
condense  the  facts  in  the  manner  I  could  wish,  I  respectfully  offer  the 
following  facts,  compiled  from  reports  as  far  back  as  1846,  of  such 
lines  as  have  been  commenced  from  Atlantic  cities,  and  extended  with 
a  view  to  draw  in  Western  trade  and  travel.     This,  it  seemed  to  me, 
would  be  the  most  fair  and  satisfactory  comparison,  as  our  road  is 
designed  for  the  same  object. 

The  Comparative  Cost  per  Mile. 

1st.  Taking  the  chain  of  railroads  extending  from  Boston  to  Ro- 
chester upon  the  line  to  Buffalo,  a  distance  of  455  miles,  the  average 
cost  per  mile  is  $  44,000. 

*    2d.  From    Philadelphia  through    Reading,  to  the  coal  regions  of 
Pennsylvania — 93  miles — cost  $100,000  per  mile. 

3d.  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  the  portion  from  Baltimore  to 
Cumberland — 178  miles — cost  per  mile  $43,000. 

4th.  From  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  Alanta,  Georgia — 355  miles — cost 
per  mile  8  25,000. 

The  New  York  and  Erie  road  and  the  great  Central  road  through 
Pennsvlvania  have  not  been  in  operation  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  enter  into  the  comparison. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  three  first  roads  are  principally  laid  with 
double  tracks;  nevertheless,  our  road  will  compare  favorably,  as  the 
cost  of  construction  will  be,  say  S  17,000  per  mile,  and  the  furniture 
of  the  road  even  for  years  hence  cannot  exceed  $3,000  per  mite 
making  together  8  20,000  per  mile. 

On  the  Advantage  of  Light  Grades. 

From  a  table  which  has  been  carefully  made  up,  it  appears  that 
taking  the  same  weight  of  goods  for  each  train,  the  proportional  num- 
lr-  -* :--  c~  ~L-1  -  ~    -1  '  ] -  r~"- A !—  ~ ;~ 


engines  ai  u^  icei  per  ume,  ami  o  engines  ai  r?o  ieei  graue  per  wi»» 
Every  train  upon  our  road  may  be  loaded  at  Lynchburg  for  16 feet 
grades,  and  the  whole  landed  at  Petersburg  in  12  hours.  The  return 
trains  will  encounter  grades  of  35  feet,  but  the  loads,  chiefly  of  dlV 
goods  and  groceries,  will  not  be  more  than  J  or  J  of  the  Western  p(°" 
ducts;  hence  the  annual  expenses  must  be  light  in  comparison  with 
nearly  every  road  of  any  length  in  the  United  States,  as,  with  but  one  or 
two  exceptions,  they  are  graded  at  from  30  to  SO  feet  per  mile.    Tp 
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give  a  practical  illustration  of  the  effects  of  grades,  I  have  taken  for 
examples  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  road  with  light  grades,  and  the 
Western  road  through  Massachusetts  of  heavy  grades;  and  I  find  that 
the  first  costs  but  43  cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  run  by  trains,  while 
the  latter  costs  85  cents,  or  about  double.  The  advantage,  in  fact,  is 
much  greater  than  this,  as  the  trains  on  the  first  mentioned  road  ave- 
rage a  much  greater  length,  and  consequently  greater  wear  and  tear 
proportionally  than  upon  the  latter  road. 

Probable  Income. 

The  nett  income  of  the  four  roads  heretofore  mentioned  that  were 
parallel  with  ours,  is  per  mile  respectively,  $3,400,  $11,100,  $3,400 
and  $1,900.  We  may  fairly  infer  from  the  above  facts  that  our  road 
will  yield  $2,000  nett  income,  being  $240,000  for  the  whole  road, 
and  10  per  cent,  nett  income  upon  a  capital  of  $  2,400,000 ;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  extravagant  to  suppose  that  $  2,500  per  mile  nett  income 
may  be  realized,  yielding  12 J  per  cent,  on  the  same  sum.  When  it  is 
certain  from  surveys  made,  that  no  other  road  from  an  Atlantic  city 
to  the  West  can  be  made  with  1C  feet  grades  against  the  heavy  trade 
at  any  reasonable  expenditure,  certainly  none  in  Virginia  can  corny 
pete  with  it  in  this  respect.  This  road,  too,  strikes  at  Lynchburg, 
which  must  become  in  time  the  point  through  which  the  immense 
trade  and  travel  from  the  West  and  Southwest  will  pass;  and  this  road 
offers  by  far  the  shortest  route  to  deep  water  of  any  other  that  has  or 
can  be  projected.  Trade  will  take  the  shortest  route,  and  capital  will 
be  prepared  to  meet  it.     This  has  always  been  the  result. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  in  conclusion,  to  remind  you  that  an  important 
trade  was  once  carried  on  between  Baltimore  and  Eastern  Tennessee, 
by  wagons  passing  through  the  Valley  of  Virginia ;  that  this  trade  has 
taken  other  and  improved  routes,  and  chiefly  through  the  railroads  of 
8outh  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  that  now  the  product  of  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  or  at  any  rate  the  Southwestern  portion,  is  principally  cattle, 
which  are  driven  to  Baltimore  through  the  Valley,  merely  for  want  of 
facilities  to  get  other  and  more  profitable  products  to  market — this, 
too,  when  it  is  known  that  the  whole  Valley  is  of  the  same  rich  lime- 
stone land  that  extends  through  the  most  fertile  portions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York,  while  the  mineral  wealth  cannot  be  exceeded 
by  any  state  in  the  Union.  Inexhaustable  beds  of  plaster,  lime,  salt, 
.  coal,  iron  and  lead  lie  almost  worthless  for  want  of  a  cheap  means  of 
conveyance. 

Heretofore  no  improvement  has  passed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  has 
gone  into  practical  operation  to  develop  these  vast  resources;  but 
ifow  a  great  system,  of  which  our  road  is  an  important  part,  has  been 
planned,  with  every  prospect  of  being  carried  out,  to  make  Virginia 
what  she  should  be — one  of  the  first  commercial  states  in  the  Union  ; 
and  this  system  is  the  only  means  she  could  adopt  to  effect  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  O.  SANFORD, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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[B.] 

Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Southside  Railroad  Company  from  the  31st  Oc- 
tober 1850,  to  the  31st  October  1851. 


u 

u 
It 


Capital  stock  $1,374,000: 

Subscribed  by  the  town  of  Farmville,    200  shares, 
Do.      by  individuals,  2505 

Do.  the  city  of  Petersburg,  6235 

Do.  the  state  of  Virginia,    4800 

Whole  number  of  shares,        13740 

Amount  already  paid  in,    - 
Do.    due  by  individuals, 
Do.    due  by  city  of  Petersburg, 
Do.    due  by  town  of  Farmville, 
Do.    due  by  state  of  Virginia, 


183,148  67 

164,109  09 

16,000  00 

336,481  50 


To  cash  on  hand,  per  last  year's  report,  including  $2000  in  C. 

O.  Sanford's  hands,        -  - 

To  cash  received  for  requisitions  called  for  and  paid  during  the 

fiscal  year,  -  -  -  - 

To  cash  received  for  rents,  ... 

To  cash  received  from  sale  wooden  houses  from  depot  lot, 

Disbursements : 

Paid  for  masonry  account, 
grading, 

engines,  cars,  &c. 
land  damages,      - 
real  estate,  depot  lots,  &c. 
engineering  expenses, 
general  management, 
bills  payable,  houses  bought  of  Col.  Bragg, 

and  for  negro  hire,  -  •       3,374  38 

duty  bonds  for  iron,  -  -     20,258  82 

negro  hire,  laborers,  &c. 

superstructure,  ... 

iron  account,  including  interest  paid  J.  Dunlop, 

salary  account, 

office  rents  and  other  charges, 

on  account  of  depots, 

on  account  of  bridges,  &c.    • 

on  acount  of  railroad  sills, 
By  balance  on  hand, 
Error,  supposed  to  be  in  addition, 


20,000  00 
250,500  00 
623,500  00 
460,000  00 


674,260  74 


1,374,000  00 


699,739  26 


48,388  48* 

413,292  28 
481  52 
265  21 


15,952  58 
240,565  97 
18,897  72 
11,668  46 
18,958  81 
17,672  71 
524  16 


23,633  20 

1,369  56 

10,843  37 

34,953  55 

2,787  50 

541  08 

2,874  94 

10,778  91 

16,097  43 

34,307  54 

45 


-91,374,000  00 


462,427  49 


45 


$462,427  94      462,427  94 


Balance  on  hand, 


$34,307  54 


•This  balance  should  be  reduced  8  2,000,  that  amount  being  in  Mr.  C.  O.  Sanfbrd'a  hands, 
and  waa  charged  to  him  on  the  books,  say  ..... 

Leas  amount  m  C.  O.  Sanford's  hands,  ..... 


48,388  « 
9,000  00 

•  4*388  43 
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Whole  amount : 

Received  from  stockholders  from  the  commencement,                                  -  672,767  68 

Do.    for  rents  and  sale  of  houses,                      -                   -                   -  746  73 

Do.    interest,  per  last  report,           ....  129  29 


$  673,643  70 


Disbursed : 


For  grading,  masonry,  iron  rails,  engineering,  land  damages,  salaries  of  offi- 
cers, &c  -  -  -  -  -        639,335  76 


Balance  in  treasurer's  hands,  $  34,307  94 


S.  D.  WATKINS, 

CUrk  and  Treasurer. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Southside  Railroad  Company  for  the  whole  time,  from 
the  commencement  in  1849  to  the  30th  September  1851. 


Capital  stock  $1,345,800  00: 

Subscribed  by  Individuals,  2423  shi 

the  city  of  Petersburg,  6235    " 

the  state  of  Virginia,  4800    " 


Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid, 
City  of  Petersburg 
State  of  Virginia 


u 
If 


II 
11 
II 


Paid  on  account  of  land  damages, 

real  estate,  for  depots,  &c, 
iron,  rails  and  charges, 
engineer'g — to  engineer's 

instruments,  &c. 
engines,  cars,  coaches,  de- 
pot houses  as  far  as  pur- 
chased and  paid  for, 
General  management,  includ'g  the  president's 

and  clerk's  salaries,  office  charges,  &c. 
Grading,  masonry,  bridges,  culverts  and  ad- 
vances made  to  contractors  on  account  of 
work  in  progress, 
Spikes,  chains,  railroad  sills,  and  to  contrac- 
tors for  laying  the  iron,  &c. 
Interest  over  and  above  receipts,  which  was 
on  account  of  first  cargo  of  iron  held  back 
as  colateral  security, 

Cash  on  hand, 


ires, 

* 
• 

242,300  00 
623,500  00 
480,000  00 

195,114  00 
164,109  09 
366,461  50 

1,345,800  00 

24,717  57 

19,634  30 

173,713  26 

745,704  59 

34,424  57 

16,719  62 

6,190  80 

291,088  61 

28,811  97 

429  87 

595,630  57 
4,464  84 

1,345,800  00 

- 

*1 

1,345,800  00 

S.  D.  WATKINS, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
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A  List  of  Directors,  Clerks,  Engineers,  Depot  and  other  Agents  on  the  Southside 

Railroad,  1st  October  1851. 


NAMES. 

Salaries. 

William  Pannill,  President, 

• 

m 

$2000  00 

Edwin  G.  Booth,    1 

« 

John  W.  Gilliam, 

Lemuel  Peebles, 

►  Directors, 

* 

m 

Mileage, 

10  cents  per  mile. 

Sam'l  V.  Watkins, 

Peter  B.  Wills,        J 

S.  D.  Watkins,  clerk  and  treasurer, 

- 

m 

900  00 

Engineers. 

C.  O.  Sanford,  chief  engineer, 

. 

- 

3000  00 

F.  Wright,        assistant, 
F.  R.  Marcel,             " 

• 

- 

1500  00 

- 

• 

1200  00 

W.  E.  Randolph,       « 

- 

- 

1200  00 

J.  H.  Shearer,           " 

. 

- 

1200  00 

J.  R.  Mosse,               " 

. 

. 

1200  00 

B.  H.  Gordon,           " 

* 

* 

1200  00 

E.  G.  Wall, 

• 

- 

1200  00 

R.  E.  Rodes,              " 

• 

* 

1200  00 

E.  A.  Blanch,             " 

m 

. 

900  00 

H.  Bardwell,              " 

m 

. 

900  00 

L*.  Mariani,  leveler, 

- 

- 

500  00 

B.  Rosse,        " 

• 

. 

500  00 

W.  Boiling,  rodman, 

. 

«■ 

180  00 

G.  W.  West,  superintendent  of  repairs, 

- 

- 

750  00 

G.  Allflop,  agent  at  Petersburg, 
Joseph  Wilson,  agent  on  train, 

- 

* 

840  00 

- 

- 

470  00 

B.  F.  Childrey,           " 

- 

- 

300  00 

Two  engine  men, 

m 

- 

600  00 

Forty  hands  on  road,  train,  at  the  depot,  &c. 

S.  D.  WATKINS,  Clerk. 


L 
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VIRGINIA  CENTRAL  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Office  Va.  Central  Railroad  Co. 
Richmond,  18th  Nov.  1851. 

James  Brown,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  prerir 
dent  and  directors  of  the  Virginia  Central  railroad  company,  made  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  the  31st  of  October.  Tbia 
report  contains  a  return  of  the  state  of  the  company  and  all  the  other 
tables  and  statements  required  by  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  FONTAINE,  Pres't. 


Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  VirMa 
Central  Railroad  Company  to  the  Stockholders,  at  their  Annual  liefr 
insc  on  the  31st  October  1851. 

Louisa  Courthouse,  Oct.  31, 1851. 

This  bein«[  the  day  appointed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Virginia  Central  railroad  company: 

William  T.  Early  was  elected  chairman,  and  John  Garrett  and 
Charles  Thompson  were  elected  secretaries. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  which  could  be  given  is  4,900,  a  large 
majority  of  which  wen;  ascertained  to  be  present,  either  in  person  or 
by  proxy.  The  president  then  presented  the  following  report  on  be- 
half of  the  board  of  directors: 

REPORT. 

The  completion  of  the  road  commonly  called  the  eastern  extension, 
from  the  Junction  to  Richmond,  which  has  been  effected  since  the  last 
annual  meeting,  and  its  effects  on  the  revenues  of  the  company,  are 
subjects  of  congratulation  to  the  stockholders.  Whatever  distrust  ex- 
isted in  the  minds  of  souk?  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  which  sug- 
gested the  undertaking,  your  board  thinks  must  now  be  entirely  re- 
moved. The  apprehension  of  encountering  serious  pecuniary  diffi- 
culties was  not  without  foundation,  as  the  subscription  only  amounted 
to  about  S  .'*S,000.  These  difficulties  were  felt  by  the  board,  but  they 
were  met  with  energy,  sustained  by  a  confidence  of  success,  and 
have  been  overcome,  and  the  road  has  now  been  in  operation  nine 
months,  with  results  on  the  interest  of  the  company  so  encouraging 
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that  none  can  now  hesitate  to  regard  it  as  a  most  fortunate  event  in 
its  history,  that  the  eastern  extension  was  undertaken. 

The  receipts  since  the  first  of  January  1851,  are  $117,703  63, 
whilst  those  of  the  same  period  for  the  preceding  year  were  only 
$69,306  68,  being  an  increase  of  $  48,396  95  in  nine  months.  The 
receipts  would  have  been  greater ;  but  the  increased  freight,  which 
could  have  been  obtained  on  opening  the  road,  was  more  than  was 
expected,  and  more  than  the  company  was  prepared  to  accommo- 
date. Supposing  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  calendar  year 
to  be  equal  to  the  average  of  the  three  first,  the  receipts  of  the 
first  twelve  months  after  opening  the  road  to  Richmond,  will  be 
1156,937  17.  The  receipts  for  transportation  for  the  year  ending 
80th  September  1850,  were  $91,078  83,  and  the  receipts  for  trans- 
portation for  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851  were  $  143,801 
64  cents,  being  an  increase  of  $  52,722  81. 

Disposal  of  the  Nett  Profits  of  the   Company  which  accrued  since  tJic  last 

Dividend. 

The  stockholders  are  aware  that  a  large  amount  of  the  receipts  of 
the  company  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  tnis  extension  of  the  road  to  Richmond,  embracing  the  pur- 
chase of  ground  and  erection  of  buildings.  The  nett  profits  having 
been  thus  disposed  of,  no  dividends  have  been  during  that  time  paid 
to  the  stockholders ;  but  in  conformity  with  the  previous  practice  of 
the  company,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  the 
scrip  of  the  company  has  been  issued,  payable,  on  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1S66,  to  those  stockholders  from  whose  subscriptions  the  amount 
thus  appropriated  was  realized,  equal  to  12  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
employed.  The  capital  considered  as  employed  comprises  the  va- 
rious stocks  held  under  the  acts  of  1836,  '38  and  '47,  amounting  to 
$664,000.  No  part  of  the  receipts  since  the  road  was  opened  to 
Richmond  has  been  embraced  in  the  scrip  dividend  above  mentioned. 
As  the  policy  of  the  company  in  constructing  and  equipping  the  road 
from  the  Junction  to  Richmond  has  diverted  so  large  an  amount  of 
the  receipts  from  immediate  distribution  in  the  form  of  dividends 
among  the  stockholders,  it  is  proper  to  enquire  what  amount  of  sur- 
plus would  have  been  on  hand  if  the  gross  receipts  had  only  been  ap- 
plied to  the  regular  expenses  of  administering  the  road,  without  ap- 
propriating them  to  construction  of  a  new  road  and  furnishing  it  with 
motive  power.  For  the  purpose  of  illustrating  this  point  ana  at  the 
lame  time  seeing  the  result  of  operating  the  extension  from  the  Junc- 
tion to  Richmond  up  to  the  present  time,  we  will  refer  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  treasurer  for  the  last  twelve  months,  including  one  quar- 
ter before  the  road  was  opened  to  Richmond. 

Profits  for   Twelve  Months,  viz:   from  October  1st,  1850,  to  October 

1st,  1851. 

The  amount  of  capital,  which  will  be  considered  as  employed,  win 
be  the  cost  of  the  eastern  extension  and  the  amount  of  stock  held  ua- 

28 
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dor  the  three  acts  of  1636,  '88  and  the  act  of  1847,  for  extending  the 
road  from  Gordonsville  to  the  Blue  Ridge.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  a  considerable  sum  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lost  act  is  ex- 
pended west  of  Charlottesville,  producing  no  revenue,  as  the  road  is 
only  completed  to  the  town. 

Amount  of  stock  held  under  the  three  acts  above 

mentioned,  .....  664,000  00 

Cost  of  eastern  extension,  including  large  purchases 
of  ground  and  erection  of  buildings,  -  -         332,087  36 

Whole  capital  supposed  to  be  employed,  -      $996,087  38 

Gross  receipts  for  the  year,  from  October  1st,  1850, 

to  October  1st,  1851,  (see  statement  B,)  -  143,801  64    j 

Deduct  expenses  of  transportation,  viz :  salaries,  re- 
pairs of  road,  a  large  stock  of  materials  for  future 
repairs,  repairs  of  cars  and  engines,  and  materials 
on  hand.  Depot  expenses,  miscellaneous  expenses, 
(see  statement  B,)  78,814  78 

Leaving  a  nett  balance  of  this  sum,  which,  excepting 
the  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  has  been  applied  to 
construction  of  new  road,  furnishing  the  same  with 
motive  power,  &c.  &c.      ...  -         $64,986  8ti 

This  sum  of  S  64,986  SG  is  nearly  7  per  cent,  on  the  whole  capital 
set  down  above  as  invested,  although  a  considerable  amount,  viz: 
that  expended  west  of  Charlottesville,  and  in  the  purchase  of  ground 
in  Richmond,  not  now  used,  has  not  been  in  any  sense  productive. 
The  expenses  of  transportation,  as  stated  in  statement  B,  are  also 
swelled  beyond  their  proper  amount,  by  charging  to  repairs  of  road  a 
large  lot  of  iron  on  hand  just  purchased,  and  a  good  deal  of  work 
between  the  Junction  and  Richmond,  since  the  road  was  opened, 
which  should  have  been  done  previously  and  estimated  in  the  cost  of 
construction,  and  would  have  been  but  for  the  impatience  of  the  com- 
pany and  the  public  to  get  the  road  opened.  But  making  no  allow- 
ance for  these  items,  the  result  is  highly  satisfactory. 

State  of  the  Work  West  of  Charlottesville. 

The  whole  line  to  the  town  of  Staunton  is  under  contract,  and  the 
work  is  progressing  very  well,  being  in  the  hands  of  an  enterprising 
and  reliable  set  of  contractors.  More  than  half  of  the  graduation,  in- 
cluding bridging  and  masonry,  is  now  completed,  and  another  section 
may  be  expected  to  be  in  operation  before  the  winter  sets  in. 

The  stockholders  are  apprised  that  by  the  act  of  March  22d,  1851, 
which  was  accepted  at  the  called  meeting  in  April  last,  no  iron  of  less 
weight  than  fifty  pounds  to  the  lineal  yard  is  to  be  laid  west  of  Char- 
lottesville.   Procuring  the  iron  in  conformity  with  this  provision  occa- 
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sioned  some  delay  in  laying  down  the  superstructure  from  Charlottes- 
ville to  Woodville,  but  it  is  now  in  the  course  of  execution,  and  will 
certainly  be  done  during  the  month  of  November. 

Progress  of  tJie  Tunnel  at  Rockfish  Gap. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  the  company  to  know  that  although  the  rock 
at  the  main  tunnel  at  Rockfish  gap  is  still  quite  hard,  and  the  excava- 
tion consequently  slow,  yet  the  work  is  prosecuted  with  unabated 
energy  and  industry,  by  the  relays  of  hands,  each  working  eight  hours 
in  the  twenty-four.  The  board  are  informed  that  the  contractors  are 
,  in  fine  spirits,  being  encouraged  to  believe,  from  the  improved  charac- 
ter of  the  rock,  that  the  whole  excavation  may  be  completed  in  three 
years  from  this  time.     The  hardness  of  the  material  in  the  tunnel  has 

Even  rise  to  many  speculations  as  to  the  period  when  the  road  majr 
J  expected  to  be  in  operation  through  it.  So  far  from  there  being  any 
foundation  for  these  various  discouraging  surmises,  some  of  which 
may  originate  in  a  spirit  not  altogether  friendly  to  the  enterprise,  the 
hardnes  of  the  rock  and  compactness  in  its  formation  may  not  delay 
the  ultimate  completion  of  the  work,  as  the  usual  arching  with  brick 
wiB  probably  be  unnecessary,  and  thereby  the  time  of  constructing  the 
arch  saved.  The  ultimate  cost  will  be  reduced  from  the  same  cause, 
Dot  only  to  the  extent  of  the  arch,  but  also  the  diminished  size  of  the 
excavation  where  arching  is  dispensed  with. 

Bringing  the  Road  into  use  between  Waynesborough  and  Staunton. 

The  delay  which  must  take  place  in  the  completion  of  the  tunnel  at 
Rockfish  gap,  owing  to  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  work,  as  stated 
in  a  former  report,  suggests  the  propriety  of  laying  the  rails  between 
Waynesborough  and  Staunton,  and  resorting  to  a  portage  across  the 
mountain  during  that  time,  to  which  all  are  believed  to  assent ;  and  the 
only  question  to  be  settled  is,  at  what  point,  in  the  progress  of  the  road 
towards  the  tunnel,  the  work  of  transporting  the  iron  across  the  moun- 
tains should  be  undertaken.  Your  board  had  hoped  that  the  work 
which  is  to  be  executed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  public 
works  might  be  completed  to  a  point  near  the  tunnel  on  the  cast  side, 
as  soon  as  that  in  the  hands  of  this  company  can  be  done ;  but  there 
are  some  very  serious  difficulties  in  the  mountain  section,  embracing 
the  two  smaller  tunnels,  which  will  probably  delay  the  completion  be- 
yond the  winter  after  the  approaching  one.  Before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  the  road  will  have  been  completed  at  least  as  far 
as  Medium's  river,  and  the  whole  grading  from  the  western  base  of 
the  mountain  to  Staunton.  Shall  we  still  continue  to  defer  the  use  of 
this  portion  of  the  road  ¥  The  public  anxiety  is  very  great  to  wit- 
ness the  arrival  of  a  locomotive  at  Staunton.  Your  board  not  only 
believe  that  it  will  .give  new  life  to  the  whole  enterprise  of  reaching 
the  Ohio,  but  that  the  beneficial  effects  on  the  receipts  of  the  company 
will  be  such  as  to  justify  transporting  the  iron  from  Medium's  river. 
At  that  point  the  flour  from  Augusta  may  be  expected  to  meet  the 
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cars,  and  it  is  believed  by  those  well  informed  on  the  subject,  that  the 
iron  may  be  carried  over  the  mountain  in  back  loads  at  a  very  mode- 
rate charge.  This  operation  will  thus  secure  a  two-fold  advantage — 
of  bringing  a  large  amount  of  freight  to  the  road,  and  effecting  a  cheap 
transportation  of  the  iron.  In  undertaking  to  transport  the  iron  from 
Mechum's  river  or  some  other  point,  before  the  more  steep  portion  of 
the  mountain  is  encountered,  thus  postponing  the  laying  down  the  su- 
perstructure along  the  declivitous  sides  of  the  mountain  another  win* 
ter,  the  heavy  slides  of  earth  and  rock  into  the  track  will  probably 
have  ceased.  The  geological  formations  for  several  miles  on  the 
steeper  parts  of  the  mountain  side  are  such  that  very  dangerous  ob- 
structions might  occur  if  the  use  of  the  track  was  prematurely  com- 
menced. The  board  therefore  thinks  that  in  view  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, the  iron  should  be  transported  across  the  mountain  from  Mechum's 
river,  (unless  a  nearer  point  can  be  attained,)  with  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing the  superstructure  to  Staunton,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day  da- 
ring the  next  year,  if  possible,  provided  the  cost  of  transportation  over 
the  mountain  be  not  too  great. 

Relaying  the  Road  from  Junction  to  GordonsviUe  with  the  U  Rail. 

The  great  addition  to  the  tonnage  on  the  road  which  has  already 
occurred,  and  the  still  greater  which  may  be  anticipated,  from  the  ex- 
tension of  the  road  to  Staunton,  and  the  opening  of  the  macadamized 
road  from  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  to  GordonsviUe, 
will  render  it  expedient  at  a  very  early  day,  to  lay  the  road  from  Gor- 
donsviUe all  the  way  to  Richmond,  with  a  rail  at  least  as  heavy  as 
that  required  to  be  used  west  of  Charlottes vUle.  The  many  advan- 
tages of  having  a  road  laid  with  such  a  rail  are  so  weU  known  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  subject.  The  only  enquiry  is,  At  what 
time  it  should  be  commenced  ?  Your  board  think  they  hazard  nothing 
in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  expenses  of  working  the  road  would 
be  diminished  to  the  extent  of  the  interest  on  the  cost,  if  it  was 
promptly  done  between  the  Junction  and  GordonsviUe.  There  are 
many  powerful  considerations  why  the  road  from  GordonsviUe  to 
Richmond  should  be  put  in  the  best  condition  at  an  early  day.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  it  will  enable  the  company  the  more  successfully  to 
withstand  any  competition  to  which  it  may  be  exposed  throughout 
its  whole  line;  to  manage  with  more  ease  the  increased  tonnage  which 
may  be  expected  at  GordonsviUe,  and  to  give  more  general  satisfac- 
tion in  the  transportation  of  freight  offered  by  all  our  patrons.  The 
materials  in  the  present  superstructure  may  be  made  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  relaying  the  new  track.  Assuming  then  only  a  saving  in  the 
expenses  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  cost,  the  company  would  realize 
a  nett  gain  of  the  whole  amount  of  increased  business  it  would  do  in 
freight  and  passengers,  which  must  be  very  considerable  in  both — on 
freight  by  the  increased  power  of  the  locomotive  on  a  stiffer  and 
smoother  track,  and  on  passengers,  by  the  inducements  which  in* 
creased  expedition  and  comfort  present  to  them.  Your  board,  how- 
ever, feel  assured  that  in  a  period  of  years  the  saving  in  expense  of 
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transportation  as  the  tounage  increases,  will  be  more  than  the  interest 
"ji  the  cost.  Believing  that  it  must  be  done  ultimately — and  as  the 
&joner  we  realize  the  benefits  the  better  for  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany— they  recommend  that  authority  be  given  to  the  board  to  sell 
the  bonds  of  the  company  if  necessary,  on  the  best  terms  they  can, 
and  have  the  road  between  the  Junction  and  Gordonsville  laid  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  using  a  rail  not  less  in  weight  than  that 
about  to  be  laid  west  of  Charlottesville. 

Extension  of  the  Road  from  Staunton   Westward, 

At  the  called  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  October  last,  the  board 
was  instructed  to  cause  surveys  between  Staunton  and  Covington  to 
be  made,  and  to  have  so  much  of  the  work  put  under  contract  as  there 
were  funds  in  hand  to  complete.     The  present  season  has  been  occu- 

Cid  in  making  surveys  to  ascertain  the  best  location,  which  the  board 
pes  will  be  completed  by  the  day  on  which  the  stockholders  are 
called  to  assemble.  Nothing  has  been  lost  by  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place,  as  too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  selecting  a  route 
through  such  a  country  as  this  line  will  have  to  traverse. 

By  observing  the  proper  caution  in  the  outset  the  necessity  of  chang- 
ing the  line  after  the  operation  on  the  road  commences  will  be  avoided. 
Yielding  to  the  natural  anxiety  which  is  usually  felt  by  the  public  to 
get  into  operation  a  railroad  about  to  be  constructed,  lines  have  some- 
times been  put  under  contract,  and  subsequently  the  discovery  was 
made  that  another  route  ought  to  be  adopted,  inducing  a  change  in 
the  location,  which  would  be  called  for,  even  at  very  great  expense. 
A  report  from  the  chief  engineer  on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  shewing  that  a  line  can  be  gotten  of  a  most  favorable  cha- 
racter as  to  distance,  cost,  grades  and  curves,  between  Staunton  and 
Covington.  The  surveys  for  a  continuation  of  the  road  from  Coving- 
ton to  the  Ohio,  which  have  been  prosecuted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  public  works,  your  board  are  informed,  are  of  the  most  sa- 
tisfactory character,  and  develop  a  route  which  will  challenge  a  com- 
parison with  any  competing  line. 

Condition  of  the  Road  and  Supply  of  Materials  on  hand,  and  Stock  of 

Motive  Power. 

The  condition  of  the  road  is  very  good,  considering  the  amount  of 
transportation  which  has  been  done  on  it  and  the  character  of  the  su- 
perstructure. On  this  subject  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  it,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. It  will  be  seen  that  they  attended  to  that  duty  in  the  month 
of  May,  and  again  in  the  month  of  October.  The  supply  of  ma- 
terials for  keeping  the  road  in  repair  is  ample.  When  the  U  rail  was 
purchased  for  the  section  now  being  laid  above  Charlottesville,  the  oc- 
casion being  favorable  for  purchasing  the  flat  rail  on  good  terms,  300 
tons  were  procured,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  now  on  hand;  and 
although  it  swells  the  amount  charged  to  the  account  of  transporta- 
tion expenses  for  this  year,  it  will  render  the  purchase  of  any  for  the 
next  year's  repairs  unnecessary. 
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Arrangements  were  made  early  in  the  year  for  a  full  supply  of  en- 
gines and  cars,  but  the  board  has  been  greatly  disappointed  in  obtaining 
them,  owing  to  the  very  great  demand  for  them  throughout  the  United 
States.  Three  locomotives  were  ordered  from  three  different  shops, 
and  promised  in  the  month  of  August ;  of  which,  up  to  the  date  of 
this  report,  one  only  is  received,  and  that  late  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember ;  a  second  is  now  shipped  and  on  its  way  from  Philadelphia,  and 
your  board  feel  satisfied  that  in  a  short  time  they  will  have  a  veiy 
efficient  stock  of  motive  power,  expecting  two  other  locomotives  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year,  and  making  constant  additions  to  the  number 
of  burthen  cars. 

A  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  from  the  commencement, 
also  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  sun- 
dry other  tables  and  papers  of  interest,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  paper  marked  (C)  is  a  comparative  table  of  receipts  for  freight 
and  passengers  for  1850  and  1851,  stated  monthly. 

By  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  directors. 

E.  FONTAINE,  President. 

Office  Virginia  Central  Railroad  Company, 
Richmond,  Oct.  17th,  1851. 


After  reading  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts, (which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,)  in  which  reference  was 
made  to  the  number  of  persons  traveling  free  on  the  cars,  Messrs. 
Wra.  Crawford  and  John  Woolfolk  made  some  remarks  diapproving 
of  the  course  of  the  board  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Ambler  moved  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee ;  and 
after  further  remarks,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Gen.  Wm.  F.  Gordon  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  president  of  the  company  shall  be 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  Woolfolk  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  two 
thousand  and  inserting  one  thousand ;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  question  recurring  on  Gen.  Gordon's  motion,  it  was  adopted 
by  a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jas.  W.  Saunders,  the  per  diem  pay  of  the  direc- 
tors was  increased  to  four  dollars. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Gen.  Gordon  nominated  Edmund  Fontaine  as  president,  who  was 
re-elected  without  opposition. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Magruder  nominated  John  H.  Timberlake  as  a  director 
on  the  part  of  the  stockholders,  who  was  also  re-elected  without  op* 
position. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  by  the  meeting  with 
great  unanimity : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  be  authorized  to  raise 
the  sum  of  $  200,000  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  company,  for  the 
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purpose  of  relaying  the  road  from  the  Junction  to  Gordonsville  with  a 
rail  of  51  lbs.  to  the  yard,  and  that,  if  necessary,  a  lien  may  be  given 
on  the  property  of  the  company. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  be  authorized  to  prepare  to 
lay  the  superstructure  of  the  road  between  Waynesborough  and  Staun- 
ton, and  that  when  the  road  is  completed  to  Medium's  river,  they  be 
authorized  to  have  the  iron  transported  across  the  mountains,  if  it  can 
be  done  on  moderate  terms. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  funds  now  provided  for  the  extension  of  the 
road  west  of  Staunton  may  be  applied  altogether  to  the  graduation  of 
the  road,  including  bridges,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  the  engineering  expenses  and  the  right  of  way,  relying  on  future 
subscriptions  to  complete  and  equip  the  road. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  engineer  of  the  company  be  requested  to  have 
at  least  thirty-five  miles  of  the  line  between  Staunton  and  Covington 
located  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  be  put  under 
contract  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  city  of  Richmond  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  the  company  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  between  Staunton  and  Covington. 

Committee  appointed  under  the  foregoing  resolution — Messrs.  John 
M.  Bolts,  Thos.  W.  Doswell,  Bernard  Peyton  Lewis  Webb,  Wel- 
lington Goddin,  Alex.  Garrett  and  John  Womble. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  urge  upon  the  legis- 
lature, at  its  next  session,  the  importance  of  giving  the  necessary  aid 
to  complete  the  road  to  the  Ohio  river. 

Committee — Messrs.  Jas.  Lyons,  J.  W.  Saunders,  Augustus  A. 
Chapman,  Horace  L.  Kent,  Nicholas  Kinney,  Philip  H.  Jones,  A.  B. 
Magruder,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  John  B.  Baldwin,  Wm.  F.  Gordon, 
Samuel  Price,  Thomas  R.  Price,  Charles  Thompson,  Wm.  M.  Ambler, 
Thomas  J.  Deane,  Wm.  J.  Pendleton,  Hugh  W.  Sheffey. 

The  stockholders  being  entitled  to  two  directors,  and  having  only 
elected  one : 

Mr.  John  Wood  nominated  Mr.  David  Anderson,  Jr.  as  a  second 
director. 

Mr.  Stephenson,  of  Augusta,  nominated  Mr.  Jefferson  Kinney. 

To  determine  this  election,  the  roll  of  stockholders  was  called,  each 
voting  according  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law.  Much  time  being  con- 
sumed by  this  proceeding,  and  a  late  hour  of  the  evening  having 
arrived,  the  vote  was  summed  up  by  J.  Garrett,  secretary,  and 
reported  to  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Kinney ;  and  this  result  was  announced 
by  the  presiding  officer. 

The  standing  committees  to  examine  the  road  and  the  treasurer's 
accounts,  were  ordered  to  be  appointed  by  the  chairman,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  requiring  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  company 
to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

(Signed,)  W.  T.  EARLY,  Chairman. 

J.  Garrett,  >  e  . 

Chab.  Thompson,  J  *""**""• 


824  [Doc.  No.  18.] 

Note  by  J.  Garrett,  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  J.  Garrett,  one  of  the  secreta- 
ries, re-examined  the  polls  which  were  kept  of  the  election  of  a  second 
director,  and  discovered  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  addition,  all 
of  which  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  following  papers,  the  original 
poll  being  still  in  his  possession. 

J.  GARRETT. 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  a  careful  revision  of  the  original  poll 
hereto  annexed,  of  the  votes  cast  of  the  election  of  a  director  on  the 
part  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Virginia  Central  railroad  company,  at 
the  general  meeting  thereof,  on  the  31st  of  October  1851,  Jefferson 
Kinney  of  Staunton,  and  David  Anderson,  Jr.  of  Richmond,  being 
the  candidates  in  nomination,  I  have  discovered  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  said  meeting,  that  Jefferson  Kinney  received  twelve  hundred 
and  thirteen  votes,  and  David  Anderson,  Jr.  received  twelve  hundred 
and  nineteen  votes,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  David  Anderson,  Jr. 
received  a  majority  of  six  votes. 

Owing  to  an  error  in  the  addition  of  the  votes  for  Mr.  Anderson,  his 
vote  was  announced  as  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  Mr. 
Kinney  declared  to  be  duly  elected — whereas  it  now  appears  from 
the  true  statement  of  the  votes  actually  cast,  that  Mr.  Anderson  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  six  votes. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  this  statement  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

(Signed,) 

J.  GARRETT,  Secretary. 

November  1st,  1851. 


Having  assisted  Mr.  Garrett  in  taking  the  vote  referred  to  above,  I 
have,  since  the  adjournment,  at  his  request,  aided  by  Mr.  J.  J.  A* 
Trotter,  of  Augusta,  carefully  examined  the  additions  on  the  original 
poll  hereto  annexed,  made  by  Mr.  Garrett,  and  hereby  certify  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  above  statement. 

(Signed,) 

A.  B.  MAGRUDER. 

November  1st,  1851. 
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APPENDIX. 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  Company  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  September  1851. 


Subscribed  by  individuals  and  counties,  viz : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  under  the  act  of  1836  and  '38, 

2,250  shares  at  $  100,  -  -  -  225,000  00 

subscribed  by  individuals  under  the  act  of  1847,  1,000 

fores  at  $  100,      ....  100,000  00 

Subscribed  by  individuals  under  the  act  of  1848, 660  shares 

atflOO,  ....  66,00000 

8ibtcribed  by  individuals  (240)  and  by  Augusta  county, 

(200,)  act  of  1849,  440  shares  at  $  100,      -  -  44,000  00 

Subscribed  by  Monroe  and   Greenbrier  counties  (each 

500)  act  of  1850, 1 ,000  shares  at  $100,       -  -  100,000  00 

Debts  due  by  the  company,  viz : 

Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  state,  and  payable  in  1880.        -  100,000  00 

Bonds  issued  for  loons  authorized  by  the  stockholders  at 
their  called  meeting  of  April  1849  and  March  1850,  and 
at  their  annual  meeting  of  1850,  and  payable  within 
four  years,  ....  61,38275 

Bonds  issued  to  contractors  for  work  done  between 
Junction  and  Richmond,  and  payable  in  1859,  -  56.054  42 

Certificates  of  debt  issued  for  dividends,  and  payable  in 
1852,  ....  38,256  87 

Dividends  due  in  cash  and  unpaid,  -  -  1,978  37 


Capital  stock : 
Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1836 

and  1838,  1,890  shares  at  $  100,  -  -  189,000  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1847, 

1,500  shares  at  $  100,  -  -  -  150,000  00 

Snbscribed  by  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1849, 

557  shares  at  $  100,  -  -  -  55.700  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1850, 

1,500  shares  at  $  100.  -  -  -  150,000  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1851, 

2,475  shares  at  $  100,  -  -  -  247,500  00 


792,200  00 


535,000  00 


257,672  41 


Received  for  premium  and  interest  on  guaranteed  bonds,  1 ,197  75 

Received  for  interest  on  unpaid  requisitions  on  stock,      -  439  83 

Received  for  rent  of  real  estate,  -  -  227  50 

Receipts  for  transportation  from  commencement,  -  622,572  54 

Dm  by  the  company  to  individuals,  per  statement  B, 

•pen  accounts,      ....  5452  33 

notes,     -  11,070  54 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road  from  com- 
mencement, viz : 
For  grading,  superstructure,  iron,  bridges, 
engineering    expenses,    etc.     between 
Richmond  and  the  Junction,  -         286,528  71 

For  land  damages  between  the  Junction 
and  the  corporation  line  of  the  city  of 
Richmond,       -  -  -  11,898  08 


16,222  87 


29 


$2,225,532  90 
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For  land  damages  and  right  of  way  within 
the  corporation  of  Richmond,  including 
ground  upon  which  depot  buildings  are 
erected,  -  -  - 

Buildings,  and  scales  for  depot  in  Rich- 
mond, ... 


16,819  52 
16,841  04 


For  lots  purchased  adjacent  to  depots  in  Richmond, 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road  between  the 
Junction  and  Gordonsville,     ... 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road  between  Gor- 
donsville and  Woodville,  - 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road  between  Wood- 
ville and  Meechuui's  river,        ... 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road  betweeu 
Waynesboro  ugh  and  Staunton, 

Expended  on  account  of  surveys  of  routes  between 
Staunton  and  Covington,  ... 
Property  now  owned  by  the  company,  viz : 

Locomotive  engines,  passenger  coaches,  baggage  cars, 
burthen  cars,  stationary  engines,  land,  and  workshops, 
with  tools  and  fixtures,  bags,  and  one  negro  man, 

Real  estate,  three  tenements  in  Richmond,  near  the  line 
of  the  road,  .... 

Amount  of  the  commonwealth's  subscription  to  capi- 
tal stock  unpaid,  viz : 

Under  the  acts  of  1836  and  '38,  -  1,200  00 

1847,  -  -  5,767  79 

1849,  -  -  10,162  69 

1850,  -        146,515  97 

1851,  -  -        127,500  00 


»i 


it 


n 


tt 


a 


<< 


Amonnt  of  individual  and  county  subscription  to  ca- 
pital stock  unpaid,  viz: 

Under  the  acts  of  1836  and  '38.  -  2,844  82 

1847,  -  -  3,541  50 

1848,  -  -  4,354  64 

1849,  -  -  13,435  81 

1850,  -  -  97,592  31 


a 


>< 


n 


Dividends  declared  since  commencement, 
Paid  for  transportation  expenses  from  commencement, 
Paid  interest  within  the  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1851, 
This  sum,  advanced  from  time  to  time  to  Elisha  Motion, 
on  account  of  work  done  between  the  Junction  and 
Richmond,  amounting  to  $18,000,  (which  by  contract 
was  to  have  been  paid  for  in  stock  at  par,)  entitling  him 
to  180  shares,  but  which  has  been  transferred  by  him  to 
the  Virginia  Central  railroad  company  at  $50  per  share 
and  cancelled.        - 
Debts  due   to  the   company  other  than  on   account  of 

stock,  viz: 
Due  from  individuals,  as  per  statement  B,  open  accounts, 
Due  to  individuals,  as  per  statement  B,  notes. 
Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1853,  as  per  statement  B, 


E.  E. 


332,087  35 
27,215  33 

411,243  50 

299,014  36 

14,126  32 

63,339  11 

4,503  08 

114  232  67 
3,600  00 


291,146  45 


121,769  08 

117,200  13 

349,654  13 

11,376  34 


9,000  00 


16,854  22 

4,582  93 

34,587  90 


$2,225,532  90        2,225.532 


J.  GARRETT,  Treasurer. 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements  within  the  year  ending  20th  September  1851. 


Receipts : 

Balance  of  money  on  band,  per  statements  B,  C,  D  and  E  of  report  to  the 
Board  of  public  works  30th  September  1850,  copies  of  which  accompany 
this  report,  ....  -  17,097  40 

Debts  due  to  the  company  other  than  on  account  of  stock,  per  statements 
B,  C,  D  and  E  of  report  to  the  Board  of  public  works  30th  Sept.  1850,  22,558  08 

Receipts  for  transportation  within  the  year  ending  30th 
September  1851,  viz : 

For  use  of  cars  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Po- 
tomac company  from  1st  October  to  1st  January,  -  878  74 
For  freight,  ....  70,682  63 
For  passenger  fare,  ...  65,760  04 
For  transportation  of  mail,  ...  6,414  90 
For  miscellaneous  receipts,  (materials  sold,)                        -  65  33 

143,801  64 

Rent  of  real  estate,  -  -  -  -  227  50 

Bonds  issued  to  contractors  for  work  done  between  the  Junction  and 

Richmond,  -  -  -  -  -  19,774  71 

Bonds  issued  for  loans  authorized  by  the  stockholders  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  1850,  .....  31,878  07 

Receipts  on  account  of  capital  stock,  viz : 

Received  from  individual  subscribers  under  the  act  of  1847,  3,102  69 

Under  act  1848,  -  -  -  -  12,119  06 
Received  from  individual  subscribers  and  Augusta  county, 

under  the  act  of  1849,  -  -  -  18,607  00 
Received  from  Monroe  and  Greenbrier  counties,  under  the 

act  of  1850,               ...                  .  2,407  69 


Received  from  the  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  1647,  2,932  74 

1849,  27,871  53 

1850,  3,484  03 

1851,  120,000  00 
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154,288  30 

Received  from  delinquent  subscribers,  interest  on  unpaid  requisitions,  -  92  60 

Due  by  company  to  individuals,  open  account,  -  5,152  33 

notes,  -  -  11,070  54  * 

16,222  87 

Disbursements: 

Paid,  debts  due  to  individuals,  reported  on  statements  B,  C, 
D  and  £  of  report  to  the  Board  of  public  works  30th 
September  1850,  open  accounts  and  notes,  -         41,302  82 

Paid  Board  of  public  works,  balance  on  account  of  loans,  7,006  00 

Paid  on  account  of  transportation  expenses,  viz : 

For  depot  expenses,  consisting  of  agents'  sala- 
ries and  hand  hire,  -  -  5,347  43 
For  train  expenses,  consisting  of  conductors' 

salaries,  wages  of  engine  drivers,  hire  of 

train  hands  and  firemen,  repairs  of  engines 

and  cars,  and  for  oil,  wood,  &c.  -  26,188  35 

For  salaries,  consisting  of  salaries  of  president, 

superintendent,  treasurer    and  clerk,  and 

per  diem  pay  to  directors,  -  4,677  63 

For   miscellaneous   expenses,    consisting   of 

postage,  printing,  taxes,  fixtures  in  office 

and  depots,  books,  freight  and  passenger 

bills,  Ac.  -  -  2,274  87 

For  repairs  of  road,  consisting  of  purchase  of 

new  iron  for  repairs,  (including  284  tons 

now  on  hand  and  not  used,)  sills,  railing, 

negro  hire,  wages  of  overseers,  and  super- 
intendents of  hands,  -  -  40,326  50 

78>814  78 
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Debts  due  to  the  company  from  individuals  other  than 
on  account  of  stock,  viz : 
mount  due  from  agents  for  collections  for 
fare  and  freight,  and  from  post  office  depart- 
ment for  transportation  of  mail,  open  ac- 
counts, -  -  -  16,&r>4  22 
ioteo,                    -                  -                   -  4,582  93 
tah  on  hand  30th  September  1651,           -            34,587  90 


£.  E. 


56,025  05 


9442,177  61        442,177  61 


J.  GARRETT,  Treasurer. 
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A  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  Company,  and  Amount 

of  Salary  paid  to  each. 


Edmund  Fontaine,  president,  salary  per  annum, 

C.  R.  Mason,  superintendent  of  transportation,  salary  per  annum, 

J.  Garrett,  treasurer, 

C.J.  F.  Netherland,  ticket  agent  and  clerk, 

Stephen  Hunter,  principal  freight  agent, 

John  A.  Mosby,  assistant, 

R.  M.  Sizer. 

Ro.  D.  Tyler, 

John  E.  Mallory,  agent  at  Hanover  courthouse, 


<4 

II 
II 


William  Spicer, 

N.  W.  Harris, 

A.  W.  Talley, 

J.  C.  Talley, 

R.  F.  Oinohundro, 

Ashly  J.  Bell, 

£.  J.  Timberlake, 

James  Minor, 

Wm.  A.  Moody, 

T.  L.  Swift, 

Wm.  Overton, 

Alex.  Rives, 

John  H.  Timberlake, 


ii 
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Beaverdam, 

Frederickshall, 

Louisa  courthouse, 

Trevilian's, 

Gordonsville, 

Cobham, 

Shadwell, 

Charlottesville, 
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C  onductora — salaries, 
Directors  appointed  by  the  Board  of  public  works. 

Directors  elected  by  individual  stockholders. 


Jefferson  Kinney, 
David  Anderson,  Jr. 
Pay  of  directors,  $  3  per  diem  for  actual  service. 


91500 
1200 
1200 
600 
800 
560 
420 
300 
300 
250 
300 
300 
300 
300 
200 
200 
300 

480 


J.  GARRETT,  Treasurer. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  account  of  the  Survey  of  the  Route 
between  Staunton  and  Covington,  authorized  by  the  Act  of  20th  January  1650. 
Also,  Statement  of  Amount  Subscribed  under  said  Act, 


Receipts : 

Amount  received  from  the  commonwealth, 
Do.        do.        from  Monroe  county, 
Do.        do.        from  Greenbrier  county, 


Disbursements : 

Amount  paid  on  account  of  survey, 

Balance  in  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  subject  to  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  extension  from  Staunton  to  Covington,    - 


3,484  03 

1,500  00 

907  69 

95,891  72 


4,503  08 
1,388  64 
$5,891  72      5,891  72 


£.  E. 


J.  GARRETT,  Trtasm. 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 


231 


Monthly  Comparison  of  Receipts  for  Fare  and  Freight  for  1850  and  1851. 


October, 

Novemberf 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 


MONTHS. 
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4708  14 
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2954  31 
3534  25 
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2777  71 
4965  67 
6001  31 
6817  85 
7416  09| 
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4529  01 
2850  67 
6123  25 
5036  54 
3747  42 
5023  70 
4994  47 
4985  90 
6324  72 
6478  43 
7321  62 
8343  28 


'9  49043  24'  65760  04 
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2877  90 
4012  71 
2787  831 
2250  06 
2684  03 
3286  59 
2481  94 
1860  84 
1492  71 
1497  93 
3065  06 
4265  99 


32563  63 
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4078  98 
3662  42 
2963  91 
4817  08 
6737  79 
8188  67 
7032  35 
6986  16 
4196  17 
4983  85 
8344  60 
8670  45 


70682  63 


J.  GARRETT,  Treasurer. 
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Memorandum  of  Locomotives,  Passenger  Cars,  Freight  Cars,  and  Supflff  •/ 

Timber, 


*7  locomotives. 
5  passenger  coacbect. 
3  baggage  cars. 
100  four  wheel  freight  cars. 
23  eight  wheel        do. 
9  dirt  cars. 
16  hand  cars. 

2  stationary  locomotives,  one  in  good  order  and  in  daily  operation,  the  other  vptft 
stocks  for  repairs. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  timber  now  on  the  road,  including  rails,  sills,  and  car  ti*> 
her.  - 

C.  R.  MASON. 


Length  of  Road. 

Length  of  the  road  from  Richmond  to  Staunton,  -  137  Bite 

Finished  and  in  operation  to  Charlottesville,  -  -  -  98     * 

Rails  now  being  laid  on  a  section  beyond  Charlottesville,  and  will  be  finished 

in  November,  -  -  -  8     4* 

Unfinished,     -  -  -  -  -  -  31     " 

The  whole  distance  to  Covington  will  be  about  200  miles. 

The  road  is  kept  in  repair  by  laborers  employed  by  the  company. 

Draining,  leveling  and  genera]  supervision  of  the  roadway  is  entrusted  to  two  overseer* 
who  divide  the  distance  between  Richmond  and  Charlottesville. 

The  superstructure  or  track  of  the  road  is  divided  into   sections  of  about  twelve  mile* 
each,  under  the  care  of  a  man  with  a  gang  of  hands. 

In  addition  to  this*,  a  6pike  driver  passes  over  each  of  these  sections  daily,  and  sometime 
oftener. 

E.  FONTAINE,  President. 

*  Since  the  above  was  made  uut,  there  luia  been  one  locomotive  added  to  the  number  above  mentioned. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  TO  EXAMINE  THE  ROAD. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  general  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  of  the  Central  railroad  company  to  examine 
the  condition  of  the  road,  state  that  on  the  28th  MayjLhey  commenced 
an  inspection  of  the  road,  and  on  that  and  the  following  day  passed 
over  the  entire  extent  from  Richmond  to  Charlottesville. 

Before  making *a  detailed  report,  which  they  will  present  to  the  next 
general  meeting,  they  think  proper  to  make  known,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  stockholders,  that  they  found  the  whole  road  from  Rich- 
mond to  Charlottesville,  a  distance  of  about  a  hundred  miles,  in  good 
order,  and  far  better  than  they  supposed  was  possible,  considering  the 
heavy  freights  that  have  been  carried  over  it.  More  passenger  cars 
for  the  summer's  travel  and  locomotives  and  burden  cars  will  be  re- 
quired— these  last  to  be  ready  in  time  for  the  crop  of  wheat  now  grow- 
ing. They  are  informed  that  two  new  passenger  cars,  four  locomo- 
tives and  about  thirty  burden  cars,  in  addition  to  those  now  owned 
by  the  company,  will  soon  be  placed  on  the  road.  The  committee 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  on  the  president  and  directors  the  necessity 
fwef  providing  ample  means  for  the  transportation  of  produce;  and  with 
~2he  increase  of  engines  and  cars  above  stated,  they  believe  there  will 
up  furnished  abundant  facilities  for  doing  so  with  promptitude  and 
cfegpatch. 

v   A       (Signed,)  ROBT.  H.  NELSON, 

>  WM.  F.  WICKHAM, 

JNO.  R.  QUARLES, 
B.  M.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   THE   STATE   OF   THE   ROAD. 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  Company. 

On  the  27th  of  October  1851  the  undersigned,  two  of  the  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  Central  railroad,  commenced  a  re-examination k  of 
the  said  road.  The  undersigned,  Robert  H.  Nelson,  examined  that 
portion  of  the  road  west  of  Charlottesville,  as  far  as  the  iron  was  laid 
down,  and  is  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  both  the  grading  and  super- 
structure are  very  badly  executed,  both  the  cuts  and  embankments  be- 
ing too  narrow,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  sawed  timber  used  as  sills 
being  of  red  oak  of  inferior  quality.*  He  also  examined  the  road  be- 
tween Charlottesville  and  Gordonsville,  and  reports  it  to  be  in  as  good 
condition  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  heavy  freights  that 
are  carried  over  it.     At  Gordonsville  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  John  R. 

*  When  this  portion  of  the  report  wbj  read,  the  president  stated  to  the  meeting  that  it 
was  an  act  of  justice  to  both  die  engineers  and  contractors  to  inform  the  company  that  the 
asetion  of  the  road  alluded  to  was  not  finished. 
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Quarles ;  and  from  that  place  to  Richmond  the  road  was  examined  by 
both  the  undersigned.  They  are  pleased  to  have  it  in  their  power  to 
report  that  part  of  the  road  in  very  good  condition. 

The  work  shops  at  the  Junction  have  been  somewhat  enlarged  and 
improved  since  the  report  of  last  year. 

The  company  have  8  locomotive  engines,  6  coaches,  4  baggage 
cars  and  151  burden  cars,  all  in  good  repair. 

They  have  in  their  employment,  besides  the  president  and  direc- 
tors, superintendent  and  treasurer : 

12  depot  agents,  nine  of  whom  furnish  two  depot  hands  each, 

at  an  aggregate  cost  of  6,980 

1  ticket  agent  in  Richmond,  acting  also  as  assistant  treasurer,  600 
28  white  and  colored  hands  in  shops  at  Junction  and  Richmond,  6,202 
18  hands  in  depots  and  yards  at  Junction  and  Richmond,  1,670 

8  white  and  11  colored  men  on  trains  as  agents,  engineers, 

firemen,  &c.  .....        6,640 

3  overseers  on  road,  .....  975 

12  carpenters  repairing  superstructure  on  road,  &c.  *        3,124 

68  colored  hands  to  keep  road  in  repair,  -  -        6,296 

1  night-watch  in  Richmond,  ....  365 

$  29,852 

They  fully  concur  with  the  president  and  directors  in  their  recom- 
mendation that  the  road  from  the  Junction  to  Richmond  be  laid  with 
the  U  rail  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  them. 

ROBT.  H.  NELSON, 
JOHN  R.  QUARLES. 


Richmond,  Oct.  28th,  1861. 

To  the  Stockholder!  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  Company. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  company,  you  thought 

}>roper  to  select  me  as  one  of  a  committee  of  five  to  examine  the  road 
rom  Richmond  to  Charlottesville.  We  were  summoned  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  Dr.  Robert  Nelson,  of  Hanover,  to  meet  in  the 
city  of  Richmond  on  the  27th  day  of  May  past.  Four  of  the  five  of 
the  committee  met,  viz :  D  r.  R.  Nelson,  Mr.  Wm.  Wickham,  Mr. 
Quarles,  of  Louisa,  and  B.  M.  Jones,  the  undersigned,  from  Fluvanna. 
On  the  28th  we  commenced  the  examination,  proceeding  slowly  on 
the  hand  cars.  In  passing  the  bridges  we  stopped  and  examined 
them  minutely,  and  the  road  generally.  The  first  day  we  reached 
Louisa  courthouse.  On  the  second  day,  the  29th,  we  proceeded  on 
with  our  examination  of  the  roads  ana  bridges.    When  we  reached 
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the  Rivanna  bridge,  after  passing  over  it,  we  got  out  and  gave  it  a 
thorough  examination;  likewise  the  bridge  across  Moore's  creek; 
thence  to  the  town  of  Charlottesville.  We  then  made  a  report  favor- 
able, as  we  found  the  road  in  good  condition,  which  report  I  presume 
will  be  laid  before  you,  as  it  was  sent  to  the  president  and  directors. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  notiGed  us  to  meet  again  on  the  27th 
of  October,  in  the  town  of  Charlottesville.  Dr.  Nelson  reached  town 
oo  the  26th,  and  at  an  early  hour  on  the  27th  commenced  the  exami- 
nation solus,  and  proceeded  on  in  the  hand  cars,  with  the  superinten- 
dent, down  to  near  Gordonsville ;  at  that  place  Mr.  Quarles  joined 
him.  I  reached  Charlottesville  too  late,  although  I  reached  that  place 
forty  minutes  after  7  A.  M.  on  the  27th,  after  riding  thirteen  miles, 
which  the  undersigned  regrets,  as  he  considers  the  chairman  was 
rather  precipitate,  more  especially  as  he  was  alone.  On  the  28th  I 
took  the  mail  train  at  Keswick  turn  out  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
gave  the  road  as  careful  an  examination  as  was  possible,  (though  I 
oust  acknowledge  that  my  examination  was  very  imperfect.)  To  all 
appearance,  the  road  was  in  tolerable  good  repair.  I  would  here 
soggest  the  propriety,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  during  the  next  year 
the  small  rail  from  Gordonsville  to  the  Junction  should  be  taken  up 
and  the  heavy  rail  used  in  its  stead,  more  especially  when  we  see  the 
great  and  increasing  amount  of  transportation  on  the  road  during  the 
present  year,  which  will  continue  if  the  road  is  put  in  good  and  com- 
plete repair,  and  the  charges  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  rate,  to 
prevent  a  loss  to  the  stockholders.  The  Rivanna  navigation  is  out  of 
repair,  and  will  not  be  complete  in  twelve  months  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  railroad.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  road  collecting,  from  Fredcrickshall  down,  all  the  iron  that 
has  been  thrown  out  in  the  repairs,  and  carry  it  to  the  depot  in  Rich- 
mond, and  dispose  of  it  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  The  under- 
signed would  here  remark  that  the  company,  in  his  opinion,  has  been 
traly  fortunate  in  procuring  the  services  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  present  su- 

Senntendent  of  the  road,  whom  I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  most  in- 
ustrious,  persevering  and  indefatigable  men  I  have  met  with,  though 
«ome  have  complained.  If  they  only  knew  the  great  disadvantages 
nnder  which  he  labored,  these  complaints  would  be  changed  to  praise. 

B.  M.  JONES, 
One  of  the  Committee  of  Examination. 
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ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 

Engineer's  Office,  Charlottesville, 

October  29tb,  1861. 

To  the  President  and  Director!  Virginia  Central  Railroad. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  surveys  west- 
ward from  Staunton  to  Covington  were  commenced  last  November. 

The  charge  of  these  surveys,  by  way  of  Buffalo  gap,  were  given 
to  Mr.  E.  P.  Goddard  ;  and  as  it  was  your  intention  to  have  a  most 
thorough  survey  made  of  all  the  different  routes  between  Staunton 
and  Covington,  his  directions  were  to  run  merely  experimental  lines, 
noting  well  the  topography  of  the  country.  The  result  of  his  surveys 
was  the  line  he  reported  last  January-— commencing  at  Staunton  and 
running  to  Covington  by  way  of  Buffalo  gap.  He  reported  this  route 
could  be  improved  in  distance,  grades  and  cost.   But  I  thought  it 


ble  to  have  the  Jennings'  gap  carefully  surveyed  before  any  improve* 
ments  were  attempted.  The  survey  of  the  Jennings9  gap  route  was 
entrusted  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Whitcomb ;  his  line  was  run  by  Col.  Win. 
Bell's  to  Jennings*  gap ;  thence  to  Cloverdale ;  thence  following  the 
valley  of  Stunt's  creek  six  miles,  it  follows  near  the  location  of  the 
Harrisonburg  and  Warm  springs  turnpike  to  within  one  mile  of  the 
Cowpasture  bridge;  thence  crossing  the  Cowpasture,  it  follows  Crum- 
by^ run  to  its  source ;  thence  it  follows  upon  the  waters  of  Porter's 
mill  creek,  following  it  to  its  head.  The  line  then  falls  upon  the  val- 
ley of  Wilson's  creek,  and  following  it,  joins  the  Buffalo  gap  route 
near  Clifton  forge. 

The  length  of  the  Jennings9  gap  route  from  Staunton  to 

near  Clifton  Forge  was  -  64J  miles. 

The  Buffalo  gap  to  the  same  point  was  -  -      68 J    " 

Difference  in  distance,        -  -  -  6       u 

This  route  being  six  miles  the  longer,  was  objectionable,  and  I  di- 
rected Mr.  Whitcomb  to  re-survey  the  Buffalo  gap.  The  result  has 
been  most  satisfactory.  It  has  "  surrendered  "  to  seventy  feet  grade 
going  east  and  eighty  going  west.  The  cut  at  the  summit  being  only 
forty  feet,  the  eighty  feet  grade  west  has  curves  of  large  radii.  I 
consider  it  as  favorable  as  seventy  going  east,  as  in  a  busy  season 
one-third  of  the  returning  cars  are  empty. 

This  route,  in  comparison  with  the  Jennings9  gap,  being  shorter 
and  cheaper,  I  consider  it  should  be  adopted.  This  six  miles  differ- 
ence in  distance  saves  $  33,000  in  the  superstructure,  and  a  yearly 
expense  of  $  4,000  in  the  repairs.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  Buffalo 
gap  route  for  thirty-five  miles  west  of  Staunton  is  $  378,000  for  grad- 
ing and  masonry,  being  $10,800  per  mile.  I  am  in  hopes  to  nave 
this  section  ready  to  let  by  the  first  of  December,  and  by  the  first  of 
March  the  whole  line  to  Covington.    Mr.  Whitoomb  is  now  engaged 
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west  of  Milboro\  He  is  very  sanguine  his  grades  will  not  exceed  70 
feet  per  mile. 

Mr.  Goddard  did  all  thai  could  be  done  in  the  short  time  he  was  en- 
gaged. He  would  have  improved  his  line,  but  a  better  offer  secured 
his  services  on  another  road.  Mr.  Whitcomb's  duties  have  been  in- 
cessant. The  result  of  his  survey  speaks  for  itself.  He  and  Mr. 
Goddard  are  both  energeic,  capable  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.     For  particulars  of  their  surveys  I  refer  to  their  reports. 

The  following  is  the  general  description  of  the  Buffalo  gap  route : 

Commencing  at  Staunton,  the  line  follows  the  valley  of  Peyton's 
ran  to  its  head  ;  thence  follows  the  general  location  of  the  old  Buffalo 
gap  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Pitman's ;  thence  keeping  on  the  side 
of  the  Little  North  mountain,  it  passes  through  the  Buffalo  gap,  mak- 
ing at  "  the  divide  of  the  waters  "  a  cut  of  forty  feet  in  depth  ;  thence 
continuing  for  seven  miles  on  the  side  of  the  Little  North  mountain, 
it  reaches  the  valley  of  the  Little  Calfpasture ;  thence  it  follows  that 
stream  for  three  miles ;  thence  leaving  it,  crosses  the  Free  turnpike  to 
the  Warm  springs  near  Mr.  Craig's ;  thence  it  follows  the  general 
route  of  the  turnpike  through  the  Panther  gap,  a  distance  of  34  miles 
from  Staunton.  Beyond  this  point  the  surveys  are  not  complete. 
Enough  has  been  done  to  indicate  a  preference  for  following  Cabin 
Draft  to  near  its  head;  thence  crossing  the  long  spur  of  Mill  moun- 
tain and  the  head  waters  of  Lick  run ;  thence  through  a  gap  between 
the  Short  mountain  and  Mill  mountain  to  the  south  fork  of  Padd's 
creek,  and  following  it  to  its  junction  with  the  Cowpasture  river; 
thence  crossing  the  river,  we  follow  it  to  the  mouth  of  Shaver's  run, 
and  leaving,  follow  that  stream  for  a  short  distance,  and  fall  upon  the 
waters  of  Wilson's  creek  near  its  junction  with  Jackson's  river  near 
Clifton  Forge ;  thence  it  follows  the  valley  of  Jackson's  river  to  Co- 
vington, distant  from  Staunton  73  miles.  There  is  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  this  route  will  still  be  shortened  three  miles  between  Padd's 
creek  and  Jackson's  river. 

The  construction  of  the  road  between  Charlottesville  and  Meechum's 
river  is  progressing  rapidly.  The  cars  will  run  in  December  to  Wood- 
▼31e,  and  during  the  summer  to  Meechum's  river,  thus  securing  the 
Augusta  trade.  A  barrel  of  flour  from  Staunton  to  Richmond,  by  way 
of  tne  railroad,  will  then  cost  eighty  cents ;  by  way  of  Scottsville  one 
hundred  and  ten  cents — difference  in  favor  of  the  railroad  thirty  cents. 
Two  days  in  time  will  also  be  gained,  the  distance  gained  being 
seventeen  miles. 

The  grading  of  the  road  between  Staunton  and  Waynesborough 
will  be  finished  by  the  1st  of  July ;  and  as  the  iron  will  be  ready  by 
that  time,  I  feel  satisfied  that  portion  of  the  road  from  Staunton,  fif- 
teen miles  east,  to  the  tunnel,  will  be  ready  by  October. 

This  distance  is  by  staging  three  hours  and  a  half — by  railroad  it 
will  be  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Passengers  will  thus  arrive  in 
Richmond  and  Staunton  three  hours  sooner  by  the  completion  of  this 
portion  of  the  work. 

I  recommend  to  the  board  most  earnestly  that  the  road  between 
the  Junction  and  Gordonsville,  the  oldest  portion  between  Richmond 
and  Charlottesville,  be  relaid  during  the  coming  summer  vnxYv  ^Yiewrj 
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rail.  It  will  be  equivalent  to  reducing  the  grades  one-eighth,  and  ex* 
penses  $  200  per  mile. 

The  freights  of  the  last  three  months  have  been  three  times  as  much 
as  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year.  Next  year  the  further  ex- 
tension from  Charlottesville  to  Meechum's  river  will  at  least  double 
the  freights  of  the  last  three  months. 

Understanding  the  board  intend  speaking  of  the  necessity  of  relay* 
ing  this  portion  of  the  road  at  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  stockholder, 
I  hope  whatever  request  they  make  will  be  granted* 

Very  respectfully,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  COLDEN  RUGGLES, 

Chief  Engineer. 


OOMMITTBB   ON   TREASURER^   ACCOUNTS. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
11  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  company  generally,"  having  performed  that  duty* 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

That  (with  the  exception  of  occasional  slight  arithmetical  errors) 
they  have  found  the  treasurer's  books  and  accounts  neatly  and  pro* 
perly  kept,  and  all  the  different  items  sustained  by  satisfactory  vouch- 
ers. For  definite  information  concerning  the  financial  condition  of 
the  company,  you  are  referred  to  the  tabular  statements  embodied  in 
the  report  of  the  president  and  directors,  which  we  believe  to  be 
strictly  correct. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  president  and  directors  have 
been  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  their  treasurer  and  his  assistant 
Considering  the  expensiveness  of  a  city  residence,  the  great  labor 
performed  and  the  very  great  responsibility  arising  from  the  large 
amount  of  money  handled,  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  thai 
the  compensation  of  the  treasurer  and  the  depot  agents  in  Richmond 
is  insufficient. 

It  has  been  represented  to  your  committee  that  complaint  is  made 
of  partiality  ana  favoritism  in  granting  to  persons  the  privilege  of 
travelling  free  on  the  cars.  Your  committee  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  requiring  the  conductors  of  trains  to  furnish  your 
clerk  with  a  list  ot  all  persons  to  whom  that  privilege  is  granted,  and 
that  the  same  be  reported  to  the  stockholders. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  have  two 
committees  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  rescinding  the  by-law  requiring  a  committee  of  the  direc- 
tory to  perform  this  service,  or  else  dispense  with  the  committee  of 
the  stockholders. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  GWATHMEY, 
M.  M.  BROWN, 
ROBERT  M.  KENT. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  are  the  standing  committees  appointed  by  the  chair- 
man, viz : 

Committee  to  examine  the  road — Messrs.  Thomas  Doswell,  of  Han- 
over, Francis  R.  Nelson,  of  Albemarle  and  Alexander  F.  Butler,  of 
Louisa. 

Committee  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer — Messrs. 
Philip  H.  Jones,  of  Louisa,  Benjamin  H.  Magruder,  of  Albemarle, 
Wm.  C.  Wickham,  of  Hanover,  Wellington  Goddin,  of  the  city  of 
Richmond,  and  Wm.  M.  Ambler,  of  Louisa. 


BY-LAWS. 

1st  The  general  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  both  annual  and  ex- 
tra, shall  be  neld  at  Louisa  courthouse,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
t  vote  of  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting. 

2d.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  Thursday  before  the 
first  Monday  in  August*  of  each  year. 

3d.  Special  meetings  of  the  stockholders  may  be  called  whenever 
itt  the  judgment  of  the  president  and  directors  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany requires  it. 

4th.  The  ayes  and  noes  upon  any  question  shall  be  spread  upon 
the  journal  whenever  required  by  any  ten  stockholders  present. 

6th.  A  roll  of  the  stockholders  in  alphabetical  order,  with  the?  num- 
ber of  shares  held  by  each,  and  the  number  of  votes  each  is  entitled 
to,  set  opposite  his  name,  shall  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  company, 
and  laid  before  the  stockholders  at  each  meeting. 

6th.  The  books  of  the  company  shall  be  balanced  quarterly,  viz: 
(ft  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  president  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the  board  of  di- 
tectors  to  examine  the  books  of  the  treasurer  immediately  after  each 
of  the  above  periods,  and  see  that  his  entries  are  sustained  by  proper 
Touchers. 

7th.  The  money  of  the  company,  not  necessarily  remaining  in  the 
bands  of  the  treasurer  for  the  daily  settlement  of  claims  against  the 
company,  shall  be  deposited  in  such  of  the  banks  as  the  president  and 
directors  may  order ;  and  the  treasurer  and  every  other  officer  of  the 
company,  who  may  be  in  the  receipt  of  money  of  the  company,  shall 

E'  e  such  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  the  presi- 
it  and  directors  may  direct. 

8th.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  bank  except  by  the  warrant 
of  the  treasurer,  countersigned  by  the  acting  president,  except  in  pay- 
ment of  one  of  those  officers  on  account  of  salaries  due  to  them  re- 
spectively, when  the  warrant  shall  be  drawrn  by  the  other,  and  every 
warrant  shall  express  on  its  face  on  what  account  it  was  drawn. 

"Hie  period  of  the  annual  meetings  baa  been  changed,  and  will  hereafter  be  held  on 
Friday  before  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  each  year. 
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cKtion  and  management  of  the  road,  and  to  recommend  such  mea- 
sures as  in  their  opinion  will  tend  to  promote  the  permanence,  value 
and  usefulness  of  the  road. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Barton,  Esq. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  William  L.  Clark,  president,  and  A*  S. 
Baldwin,  Henry  M.  Brent,  William  B.  Baker,  and  Hugh  H.  Mo 
Ouire,  directors,  be  and  they  are  hereby  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Hon  J.  M.  Mason  moved  that  the  salary  of  the  president  be 
increased  the  sum  of  $  2,500,  and  thereupon  Mr.  Clark  called  John 
W.  Page,  Esq.  to  the  chair  and  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  lay  the  said  motion  on  the  table,  which 
was  lost. 

And  thereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  at  this  place  on  this  day  two  weeks  to  consider  the  said  motion. 
Robert  Y.  Conrad,  Esq.  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  as- 
certain the  right  of  the  state  to  vote  in  the  meetings  of  this  company  ; 
which  was  lost,  the  vote  standing  as  follows :  Ayes  818,  noes  2,037. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  directed  to  obtain  the  advice  of 
counsel  as  to  the  right  of  the  state  to  vote  in  the  meetings  of  this 
company. 

And  then  the  meeting  adjourned  to  Saturday,  the  8th  of  November 
next,  agreeably  to  a  former  resolution. 

Test, 

W.  L.  BENT,  Secretary. 


Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Winchester 

and  Potomac  Railroad  Company* 

The  revenue  of  the  company  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  to  wit :  from 
the  1st  day  of  October  1860  to  the  1st  day  of  October  1851,  is 
$  98,486  07,  being  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars 
and  fifty-one  cents  more  than  the  preceding  twelve  months,  and  is  the 
largest  revenue  which  has  been  received  in  any  one  year  of  the  com- 
pany's operations. 

T?here  have  been  transported  over  the  road  during  the  year  thirty- 
seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven  tons,  of  which  twenty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  tons  are  from  west  to  east,  and  thirteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  tons  were  from  east  to  west. 

Of  the  tonnage  eastward,  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  tons  were  from  flour,  or  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  barrels,  being  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  barrels  less  than  the  preceding  year.  In  iron  there  have 
been  only  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  tons,  being  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six  tons  less  than  the  year  preceding. 

There  have  been  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  tons  of  plaster  less 
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carried  this  year  than  the  year  before,  whilst  there  has  been  an  in* 
crease  in  coal  and  manganese.  Of  cattle  there  have  been  three 
hundred  and  ninety-five  head,  or  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  tons. 

The  tonnage  westward  in  merchandize  has  been  nine  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ten  tons  this  year,  against  nine  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  tons  of  last  year. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  revenue  from  passengers  of 
$  2,625  80,  the  amount  from  that  source  this  year  being  $  26,487  17, 
against  $23,861  37  last  year. 

The  revenue  of  the  road  has  been  disbursed  in  accordance  with  the 
treasurer's  statement  B,  being  part  of  his  report  made  herewith.  In 
the  item  of  motive  power  is  included  the  purchase  of  a  new  locomo- 
tive engine,  and  in  that  of  repairs  is  included  the  iron  and  other  ma- 
terials purchased  to  complete  the  reconstruction  of  the  road. 

The  whole  road  has  now  been  relaid.  The  company  have  six  lo- 
comotive engines  in  running  order ;  forty  large  freight  cars ;  (bur  pas- 
senger cars,  with  abundant  materials  in  the  form  of  duplicates  and 
otherwise,  so  as  to  preclude  the  idea  that  it  cannot  promptly  discharge 
all  its  obligations  to  the  public. 

The  road  has  been  worked  during  the  last  year  at  a  monthly  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  thirty-six  hundred  dollars.  There  has  been  no 
accident  during  the  year  by  which  any  person  has  been  at  all  injured 
or  any  material  loss  sustained.  The  passenger  trains  have  been  run 
at  an  average  speed  of  two  hours  and  five  minutes,  including  stop- 
pages, and  there  has  been  but  one  failure  of  the  mail  on  this  road  during 
theyear. 

The  whole  buisness  of  the  year  has  been  transacted  with  a  loss  and 
damage  account  of  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents. 

A  dividend  of  six  per  cent,  was  declared  on  the  1st  of  May  last, 
and  an  additional  one  of  six  per  cent,  is  declared,  and  payable  on  the 
1st  of  November.  And  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  change  in 
this  respect  in  the  condition  of  things. 

All  which  is  respectfully  reported. 

W.  L.  CLARK,  PreiticnL 
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TREASURER'S  STATEMENTS. 
.Revenue  Receipts  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1851. 


Balance  of  caah  and  uncollected  freight!  on  hand  Sept.  90, 1854 

9,                            6,475  86 

1850— October, 

•                                   * 

11,013  5* 

November, 

- 

7,704  61 

December, 

»                                   •                                   « 

7,905  06 

1851— January, 

¥                                                     m                                                     * 

7,398  57 

February, 

>                                                m                                                • 

6,651  15 

March, 

»                                                  * 

8,486  78 

April, 
May, 

B                                                                        W                                                                         • 

9,891  41 

»                                                                        * 

9,805  38 

June, 

«                                              m 

6,895  35 

July, 

i                                             •                                             « 

6,138  88 

August, 

. 

7,889  71 

September,           - 

10,829  31 

104,961  43 

Old  materials  sold,               -                  -                  -                  • 

7,840  10 

ftents,  (Cbarleatown  depot,) 

400  06 

Telegraph  receipts,             ... 
From  Valley  Bank,                                                - 

30  4» 
4,946  67 

$118,178  68 
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[B.] 

DisbvnemenU  for  the  twelve  month*  ending  September  30,  1851. 


Agents'  commissions, 
Books  and  stationery, 
Contingent  expenses, 
Depot  expense, 
Drawback  accounts, 
Fuel  expense, 
Interest  account, 
Improvements, 
Loss  and  damage, 
Motive  power, 
Officers'  salaries, 
Oil  expense, 
Postage  and  printing, 
Repairs  of  road, 
Mail  expense, 
Bank  debts, 
Interest  on  loans, 
|*w  expense, 
8tate  annuity, 
Taxes, 
Dividends, 


Cash  on  hand  and  uncollected  freights, 


2£41  65 

185  15 

680  35 

1,829  51 

6,403  35 

7,309  14 

37354 

2,504  91 

39  98 

91,587  89 

4,506  83 

1,290  98 

94101 

93,037  15 

190  00 

5,000  00 

8,866  50 

500 

5,00000 

99004 

90,996  09 

119,489  33 

5,689  29 

$118.178  69 
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[0.] 

Revenue  compared  urUk  last  year. 


1849. 

1850. 

October, 

-      11,433  37 

October, 

-      11,013  59 

November, 

8,3!J4  43 

November, 

7,794  61 

December, 

6,379  15 

December, 

7,905  05 

1850. 

1851. 

January, 

6,877  72 

January, 

-       7,392  57 

February, 

6,609  00 

February, 

6,651  15 

March, 

8,159  33 

March, 

8,486  78 

April, 
May, 

9,366  43 

April, 
May, 

9,891  41 

-       9,662  16 

9,205  32 

Jane, 

-       7,780  64 

June, 

5,895  35 

July, 

6,204  72 

July, 

6,138  22 

August, 

7,646  44 

August, 

7,889  71 

September, 

8,350  17 

September, 

•      10,222  31 

$96,862  56 

$  98,486  07 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  present  year, 


$1,623  51 


Passenger  Fart  compared  with  Uut  year. 

This  year: 
16,112  passengers,  ... 

Last  year: 
15,035  passengers,  ... 

Difference  in  favor  of  present  year, 


26,487  17 

23,861  37 
$2.625  80 


£46 
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ID.} 


Tonnage  Eastward. 

Tons. 

Tonnage  Westward. 

_ 

Flour,  (202,494  bbl».) 
Merchandize  and  produce,     • 
Iron,  (pig  and  bloom,) 
Manganese,     .... 
Beef  cattle,  (359  head,) 

20249 

2177 

677 

220 

237 

Merchandize,            ... 
Plaster,          .... 
Coal,              - 

am 

16S 

13811 
23500 

Or 


Aggregate  tonnage  per  annum, 

r  a  daily  average  for  each  working  day  of  123  torn. 


37111 
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[B.1 

Financial  Condition  of  the  Company  on  September  30th,  1851. 


tat  stock,                                     -  $  180,000  00 

led  debt,  (due  in  1867,)              ....  120,000  00 

lity  to  the  state,  $  5,000 ;  principal,             ...  83,333  33} 

ling  debt,                 .....  28,811  69 


[Doc.  No 


[D.| 


TuBnn6c   En*f*rd' 


Flour,  (802,494  bbla.) 
MctdumJi/.c  und  product 
Iron,  (pigo""1  bloom,) 
Manganese,      -  * 

BeelcnUle,  (3o9  head,) 


-adition  of  the  railroad, 

x  manorr  in  which  its 

it  duty,  and  re>pec(- 


pi.i  ■   wooded  a  special  (niia 

<:"  -a  Winchester  to  Hat* 

.    -*zk  line.     The  commit!!* 

.-*■  ti  tbem  have  performed 

— ■•  never  seen  the  road  in 

fiRsent.     The  benw  inm 

.nini  Winchester  to  Hur- 

-— bid  since   the  last  annual 

doiitcc,  with  the  most  care- 

*rc*  delect  on  the  road  either 

-_  -  small  bridges,  your  eon> 

-•*  enquiry  they  found  that  all 

_-  i-Trttdy  on  the  ground  and  in 

■  the  Shenandoah  river 

,  i  se  mad,  your  committee  ob* 

.  *  wirty  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  all 

-  ir  kst  year ;  and  a  most  irapot* 

«  river,  so  that  your  committee 

:  order,  and  tor  comfort  and 

lodgement  of  the  engines  or  a* 

j  *»  aav  of  the  southern  roads— a 

2  L't'the  trains  and  the  entire 

'  M  jet  twelve  months. 

k  ^Imps  and  found  them  all 
v  ircping  the  engines  and  cars  in 

at  Winchester  and  Harper's 
jjw.into  the  books  and  accounts 
^rd  with  the  system  and  neatness 
incipal  agents  at  Winchester 
^  iti  the  service  of  the  company 
t  credit  for  the  faithful  manne* 
t    3.  duties. 
^  jlrxjure  that  the  company  have  ** 
t  m  the  line  of  the  road.     Upon  en' 
#  mi  a  thousand  cords  of  wood  oW 
m t  Bnuunt  of  duplicate  machinery  foi* 
^^  ensuring  at  all  times  prompt  repair 

-j,«if«.  and  substantial  road.  They 
^pf  ruuning  order,  two  of  which  hav« 
\Jj«\*  forty  large  freight  cars,  all  c' 
■■■'.  ii  shops  ;  they  have  four  pa 
wiencc  for  comfort  and  trav< 
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•  ling  of  the  stockholders,  they  have  received 
a    t>  per  cent,  on  their  stock,  and  another  semi- 
i  tent,  is  declared  and  payable  on  the  1st  of 
^  wiih  the  former  dividend,  the  sum  of  fifty- 
id  red  dollars  ($  55,800)  paid  the  stockholders 
>.  being  within  a  fraction  of  one-third  of  the 

mot,  before  closing  this  report,  but  express  their 
m  \  zealous  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  pre- 
!  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  brought  them  to 
.It.  And  they  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
like  approbation  in  such  iorm  as  they  may  deem 

respectfully  reported. 

J.  SENSENY,  Chairman. 
JONATHAN  SMITH, 
W.  M  MILLER, 
EDWARD  E.  COOKE. 

Committee. 
Hober24th,  1851. 


Office  Win.  and  Po.  Railroad  Co. 

October  31,  1861. 

/  of  Public  Works. 

■iKN, 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the 
>rt  of  the  condition  of  this  company. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  L.  CLARK, 

Urown,  Jr.,  Second  And. 


32 
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"mckatrr  and  Potomac  RaUroad, 


f*v*k  .»**   i  i*pote.  work  shops,  &c. 


%•>•• 


l«»  >.,»-t^- o.-st  ef  engines. 

Iwu.*'  v«i  i*-w>*t  t-f  passenger  and 
Hu-'rvn  «r*  jnii  repair*  of  same— re- 
••,.«.  i  n|tnt^  ina  wages  of  engi- 
•«%«»  -^i  tanu»  i»a  trains. 

i^»  *  .\yifi»pf. 

•t«*»N.\^»  «mi  vcvoai*  commissions, 
s»t~«    vrtwuk  no-u%iing  books,  station- 


441,908  69 
18,248  69 

43,081  07 
6,777  50 

47,000  00 


264,462  03 
70,825  78 
17,047  66 
78,756  36 

20,080  94 
8,199  10 
1,500  79 


&r|M«f*    •«    rvtfci   ;a  which  is  included 
**wum»«mniv*  *f"  sta  rx^ad.  work  shops, 

totM  <*•«    vi».v»tn  loans  and  funded 

'.HI         \j'»  .l*»%v»    *?lsl   t  l\^*» 

,^   .«  i  ..i>.  i  ivi    tvgiUt*  outstanding, 
.  ,.i     .    i .'    iiv^li:-*  outstanding 

»■••■•» 
^«^...»\    •«    »»•♦>;   .ui^lA'Ato  machineiy, 

i  * .   A  ■ 


359,701  20 

159,597  51 
20.000  00 
75.038  58 
18.304  48 

5,176  5!) 
19,111  52 

1,193  21 
42,493  24 

5,(>89  29 

6,475  36 

20,406  42 


509,415 


507,811 


700,616  26 


32,571  07 


.  «  ...  ...  .«»»•  ■«  ■■,  »  -»»-<i  -  - 

's  .na.     i  ■'    •  -  -:*' -»i*  ouo  u«  banks  and  individuals, 


300,«9* 

1.151.6B  0 

]5O^00H 

148.911  0 


♦1,750,415  24        1,750.4150 


v   A; 


*«*,»»  i*  *  v,  N\'  "  »■■»•■  04i*it»!  «uvk.  ha*,  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  been 
*  ■  %••  ..i  v*    >  p  k\A*  w  iV  tMiumonwealUL 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company 

for  the  year  ending  September  30fA,  1851. 


To   repairs  of  road,  - 

Motive  power,        ... 

Fuel  expense,        ... 

Agenta'  commissions  and  drawbacks, 

Depot  expense,  including  books,  stationery,  postage 
and  printing, 

Contingent  expense. 

Interest  on  loan*and  funded  debt, 

Improvements, 

Loss  and  damage, 

Officers'  salaries, 

Oil  expense,  ... 

Mail  expense,         ... 

Bank  debts,  ... 

Law  expense  and  taxes, 

State  annuity,        - 

Dividends  paid, 

Cash  in  hand  and  freights  outstanding, 
By  revenue  from  passengers,  tonnage  and  mail, 

Sale  of  old  materials,  rents,  Ac. 

Cash  in  hand  and  freights  outstanding  last  year, 


23,037  1* 

21,587  m 

7,302  14 

8,645  00 

2,255  68 
660  35 

9,239  04 

2,524  94 
39  28 

4,566  63 

1,220  28 
120  00 

5,000  00 
295  04 

5,000  00 
20,996  00 

5,689  29 


98,486  07 

13,217  19 

6,475  36 


$118,178  62       118,178  68 


Officers  of  the  Company  and  their  Salaries. 


Wo.  L.  Clark,  president, 

J.  Geo.  Heist,  principal  agent  and  treasurer, 

Saml  Wright,  superintendent  of  machinery, 

Jno.  Mansfield,  clerk, 

HV.  Brown,  agent  and  clerk  at  Harper's  Ferry, 

Win.  L.  Bent,  secretary  and  transfer  clerk, 

Lewis  Barley,  conductor  of  passenger  trains, 


1,700  Ofr 

1,500  00 

750  00 

600  00 

700  00 

200  0O 

40000 

Length  of  the  road  32  miles. 

Kept  in  repair  by  daily  service  and  superintendence. 

Average  cost  per  mile  per  annum  $1353. 


J.  GEO.  HEIST, 


15,850  00 


WmckesUr  Depot,  Oct.  21st,  1851. 


L 


*6a%  £ns;  -5 1'  *  -Stf*  *a«< 


,  ^  greater  ;        °  connt    tbs  en,i 

•  bo,  ^  'ncreaso#0^c/eiJt(y  gjj 

c  scrv't 


*******  A 
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III.   NAVIGATION   COMPANIES. 


ALEXANDRIA  CANAL  COMPANY, 

Office  Alexandria  Canal  Co. 
October  15th,  1851. 

To  W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq. 

Sec'y  Board  of  Pub.  Works, 

Sib, 

In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  1st  September  1851,  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Alexandria  canal  company  herewith 
transmit  you  a  printed  copy  of  their  annual  report,  made  up  to  the 
25th  day  of  April  last;  a  manuscript  return  to  the  same  date,  cor- 
responding with  the  formula  accompanying  your  circular  ;  a  list  of 
the  stockholders  on  the  30th  of  September,  and  a  list  of  the  officers, 
agents,  &c.  of  the  company,  and  their  salaries  or  compensation. 

By  reference  to  the  annual  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  balance 
in  the  bands  of  the  treasurer  on  the  25th  April  was  $29  97 ;  since 
which  there  has  been  received  : 

From  tolls,  .....  2,371  68 

"     rents,  -            -            -            -            -  230  88 

"     wharfages,  .....  1,691  81 

11     loans,  .....  492  87 

"     sundries,  -             -             -             -            -  6  78 


Total  receipts,  ...         4,823  81 
And  there  has  been  disbursed : 
For  repairs,  improvements  and  superintendence,  2,692  22 

"    purchase  of  land,  -  -  334  01 

"    loans,  redemption  of,  -  -  300  00 

"    interest,  -  -  -  23  61 

"    incidentals,  -  -  -  48  34 


3,398  18 


Leaving  on  hand  5th  October  1851,  -  $1,425  03 
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Since  the  opening  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  month  of  April  last, 
there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  receipts.  The  whole  trans- 
portation of  coal  on  the  Alexandria  canal  for  the  first  six  months  end- 
ing 30th  September,  has  been  47,650  tons;  and  we  confidently  look 
forward  to  a  continued,  and  probably  greater,  increase. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JOS.  EACHES,  Pre*. 
Alexandria  Canal  Company. 


REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS. 

Office  Alexandria  Canal  Co. 

June  2d,  1851. 

To  the  Stockholders. 

The  board  of  directors,  owing  to  causes  stated 
at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  last, 
*ere  not  able  then  to  report.  They  now  submit  a  statement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  company,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  president  and 
directors  for  the  last  year  ending  the  25th  of  April. 

You  were  informed,  in  the  last  annual  communication,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  making  extensive  improvements  and  repairs  on  the  line  of  the 
canal,  by  deepening  it,  raising  and  widening  the  banks,  &c.  to  con* 
form  to  the  improvements  then  making  and  about  to  be  made  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal ;  that,  for  that  purpose,  the  board  of  di- 
rectors had  contracted  with  the  common  council  of  Alexandria,  on 
the  15th  of  January  1850,  for  a  loan  of  $23,000,  (though  not  deemed 
efficient ;)  and  that  $  7,000  of  said  loan  had  then  been  received,  and 
the  greater  part  thereof  applied  towards  making  those  repairs.     Yon 
had  before  been  advised  of  the  common  council  of  Alexandria,  by  act 
of  the  12th  January  1849,  having  authorized  a  loan  to  the  company 
of  S  25,000  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  wharves,  &c.  at  the  outlet 
of  the  canal,  for  the  use  of  the  Maryland  mining  company;  and  in 
the  last  annual  report  you  were  informed,  that  of  that  loan  the  com- 

8 any  had  drawn  810,000,  and  applied  it  to  the  purposes  originally 
csigned.  The  directors  proceeded  with  the  two  works,  and  as  had 
been  anticipated,  the  loan  for  repairs  and  improvements  on  the  lino  of 
the  canal  proved  inadequate ;  but  that  for  the  construction  of  the 
wharves,  &c.  for  the  Maryland  mining  company  exceeded  the  sum 
necessary  for  that  work  about  as  much  as  the  deficiency  in  the  former, 
fray  $10,000,  the  wharf  loan  having  been  for  $25,000  and  the  cost  of 
toe  wharf  little  over  $15,000.)  On  the  17th  of  July  1850,  the  canal 
board  asked  of  the  common  council  authority  to  apply  the  excess  of 
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the  wharf  loan  to  the  purpose  of  repairs ;  and  on  the  6th  of  August 
1850,  the  common  council  passed  the  following  order: 

"  Ilesolrcd,  That  the  Alexandria  canal  company  be  authorized  to 
apply  to  the  purpose  of  putting  their  canal  in  order  for  the  coal  tmb 
so  much  of  the  loan  of  S  2-5,000  made  to  said  company  by  ihia  corpo- 
ration, by  resolution  of  council  of  12th  January  1849,  as  may  not  be 
required  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned." 

In  accordance  with  which,  such  excess  was  expended.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  August  the  repairs  were  completed,  and  then* 
vigntion  of  the  canal  resumed.  On  the  18th  of  October,  in  a  commu- 
nication from  the  president  of  this  board  to  the  Board  of  public  works, 
he  concluded  by  saying,  thai  "  the  Chesapeake  aud  Ohio  canal  is  na- 
vigable to  Cumberland,  our  line  in  good  order,  and  I  now  bavetbe 
treasure  to  announce  the  arrival  last  night  at  Alexandria  of  thefiilt 
>oat  laden  with  coal  from  Cumberland." 

On  the  30th  of  October  the  president  of  the  company,  by  order  of 
the  board  of  directors,  informed  the  president  of  the  Maryland  mining 
company  that  the  wharf  contracted  to  be  built  for  that  company  WM 
completed  according  to  contract,  and  ready  for  use.  The  period  li- 
mited lor  its  construction  was  one  month  from  the  completion  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland,  which  expired  on  the  10th 
of  November,  the  canal  having  been  completed  to  Cumberland  ontto 
10th  of  October  1850. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  good  order  of  the  canal,  the  heavy 
rains  in  the  latter  part  of  October  did  considerable  damage  to  the  berm 
bank  at  Wankopin;  and  owing  to  the  defective  foundation  at  Four 
Mile  run,  the  new  embankment  gave  way  and  caused  a  number  of 
leaks  at  that  point,  rendering  ic  necessary  to  make  further  and  exten- 
sive repairs,  requiring  an  additional  expenditure  t)f  between  6,000  and 
7,000  dollars,  and  causing  a  suspension  of  the  navigation  during  the 
winter.  For  the  purpose  of  making  those  repairs,  the  board,  on  the 
3d  of  October,  obtained  from  the  common  council  a  loan  of  $  4,000, 
and  on  the  28th  of  January  the  further  sum  of  $3,000.  The  woik 
was  completed  about  the  first  of  March,  and  the  canal  from  that 
time  has  been  in  good  order,  with  a  depth  of  water  averaging  about 
5£  feet. 

From  a  statement  in  paper  marked  A,  of  receipts  and  expenditure! 
for  the  year,  approved  by  the  committee  of  stockholders,  it  will  be 
seen  that : 
The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  on  the  24th  of 

April  1850,  was  -  -  -       1,072  13 

Receipts  during  the  year,  including  S  3S,000  received  on 

account  of  loans  authorized  by  the  common  council,         40,546  10 

41,618  28 
Expenditures  during  the  year,  -  -     41,5S8  26 

Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,         -  -         $29  97 

(Say  $  58  78,  less  $  28  81.) 


{Doc.  No.  18.]  855 

Some  small  sums  have  been  borrowed  of  individuals,  and  there  are 
lome  outstanding  debts  due  by  the  company.  The  statement  in  paper 
marked  B  will  snew  the  jrrincipal  sums  due  by  loan  and  the  other  in- 
debtedness of  the  company,  at  the  time  to  which  the  statement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company  is  made  up — 25th  day  of  April  1851. 

Paper  C,  hereunto  annexed,  exhibits  a  detailed  account  of  the  trans- 
portation on  the  canal  for  the  last  year.  So  much  of  the  year  having 
been  spent  in  making  improvements  and  repairs  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  and  the  Alexandria  canal,  the  latter  has  been  navigable  so 
short  a  time  (only  about  130  days,)  that  the  receipts  of  toll  have  ne- 
cessarily been  very  limited. 

For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  repairs  and  improvements 
made  during  the  past  year,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  canal,  you 
are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  the  engineer,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Williams. 

The  whole  line  of  the  canal  is  now  in  good  order,  the  Maryland 
mining  company's  wharf  completed,  and  the  wharves  of  the  Alle- 
ghany, Frostburg  and  Borden  companies,  sufficiently  advanced  for 
use.  The  wharves  now  constructed  at  the  outlet  of  the  canal  will,  if 
sea  vessels  can  be  procured  with  sufficient  regularity  to  take  the  coal 
directly  from  the  boats,  accommodate  the  shipment  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  tons  per  annum. 

The  trade  has  opened  this  spring  with  receipts  of  6,000  tons  of  coal 
for  the  month  of  April  and  upwards  of  8,000  lor  May,  with  a  prospect 
of  a  continued  increase.  We  may  therefore  reasonably  expect  that 
the  income  from  tolls  and  wharfages  will  soon  extinguish  our  debt ; 
after  which,  this  work,  involving  so  heavy  an  expenditure  of  money, 
and  whose  benefits  have  been  so  long  delayed  by  causes  beyond  our 
control,  will  doubtless  prove  a  source  of  income  to  its  proprietors,  and 
t  busy  channel  of  trade  to  our  community. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

JOSEPH  EACHES,  Pres. 

Alexandria  Canal  Company. 


ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Alexandria  Canal  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

In  my  report  of  last  year  was  exhibited  the  amount 
of  work  done,  and  to  be  done,  in  order  to  place  the  canal  in  a  safe 
condition  to  admit  six  feet  depth  of  water. 

During  the  past  year,  the  amount  of  work  required  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object  has  been  done. 

Throughout  the  line,  from  the  aqueduct  to  the  basin  at  Alexandria, 
the  canal  has  been  deepened  wherever  necessary  and  the  embank- 
ments raised  and  widened. 
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Through  the  deep  cuts  a  berm  bank  has  been  thrown  up,  with  a 
ditch  back  of  it,  to  drain  off  the  water  falling  upon  the  slopes  and 
adjacent  grounds  in  time  of  rain,  and  to  prevent  the  wash  from  flow- 
ing into  the  canal.  A  system  of  side  drainage  has  been  adopted, 
wherever  practicable,  and  in  part  carried  out,  to  prevent  all  future 
deposits  from  being  formed  in  the  canal  bottom. 

The  difficulties  encountered  at  the  Four  Mile  run  embankment,  it  is 
believed,  have  been  overcome.  The  strengthening  the  banks  on  the 
outside  by  increasing  the  width  and  flattening  the  slopes,  undertaken 
by  Mr.  James  Roach,  was  completed  in  August  last.  This,  however, 
was  not  found  to  give  sufficient  strength  to  the  old  banks  to  sustain 
the  additional  pressure  from  the  increased  depth  of  water.  It  was 
therefore  found  necessary  to  cut  out  a  portion  of  the  old  embankment 
from  the  inside,  and  replace  it  with  good  materiel,  carted,  and  spread 
in  thin  layers.  This  was  done  during  the  past  winter,  andibund  to 
answer  the  purpose.  That  portion  of  the  new  embankment  which 
has  continued  to  settle  from  time  to  time  for  want  of  a  firm  base,  seems 
now  to  have  reached  a  solid  footing.  There  has  been  no  perceptible 
movement  since  the  latter  part  of  winter.  The  remodeling  of  the 
spandrel  backing  and  building  cross  walls  over  the  arches  of  the 
road  culvert  at  the  Four  Mile  run,  with  other  repairs,  have  cut  off 
nearly  all  the  leakage  through  the  arches,  and  placed  the  work  in  a 
safe  condition. 

From  a  critical  examination  of  the  aqueduct  recently  made  by  Mr. 
Green  and  myself,  we  were  unable  to  detect  the  appearance  of  recent 
decay  in  any  of  the  main  timbers.  In  several  of  the  oak  timbers  de- 
cay was  found,  but  its  condition  evidently  indicates  that  it  existed  be- 
fore the  timbers  were  kyanized.  Some  of  the  middle  string-pieces 
supporting  the  tow-path  plank,  and  some  of  the  plank  themselves, 
will  soon  require  renewing;  and  it  may  be  necessary,  at  no  distant 
day,  to  key  up  some  of  the  segments  on  the  berm  side  which  have 
settled.     In  other  respects  the  work  is  in  good  order. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  board  the  retention  of  a  suffi- 
cient force  upon  the  line  to  carry  out  the  plans  heretofore  recommend- 
ed for  side  ditching  and  slope  protection,  both  through  the  deep  cuts 
and  over  the  embankments.  The  deepening  of  the  canal  and  widen- 
ing the  embankments  will  have  been  done  to  but  little  purpose,  unless 
the  ditching  and  protection  above  referred  to  be  thoroughly  done  and 
kept  up. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  WILLIAMS,  Engineer. 
May  31st,  1851. 
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[A.] 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company,  year  ending 

April  25M,  1851. 


ad: — Loans,  - 

Incidental  expense*, 

Interest,  ... 

Officers'  salaries, 
General  construction, 
Repairs  and  superintendence, 
Coal  wharves  for  Md.  mining  company, 
Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer  of  wharf  fund, 
Requisitions  outstanding  last  year  paid  in  this, 


setived: — Loans,  ... 

Rents,  ... 

Tolls, 

Repairs,  &c,  (sale  of  materials,) 
Wharf  loan  from  corporation  Alexandria, 
Sales  of  timber  from  coal  wharf, 
Balance  due  treasurer, 
Due  by  treasurer  last  year, 

"  "  "         wharf  fund, 


314  28 

426  51 

31  06 

550  00 

333  32 

34,172  04 

5,701  05 

58  76 

60  00 

$41,647  04 

34,450  83 

224  00 

414  12 

7  00 

5,000  00 

450  15 

28  81 

912  45 

159  68 

$41,647  04 

33 


1 
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[B.] 


A  Statement  skewing  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company, 

April  25th,  1851. 


Principal  debt  due  to  the  common  council,  on  loans  authorized  by  acts  of 
the  common  council  prior  to  the  12th  of  January  1849,  as  per  statement 
(B,)  in  the  years  1849  and  1850,        .... 
Loans  from  banks,  guaranteed  by  the  common  council,  as  per  statements  in 
said  paper  (B,)  ..... 

Loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  common  council,  passed  the  12th  Janu- 
ary 1849,  ..... 
Loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  16th  Nov.  1849, 

15th  Jan.  1850, 
30th  Oct.  1850, 
28th  Jan.  1851,         - 
Amount  loans  from  banks  and  common  council, 

Loan  from  T.  W.  &  R.  C.  Smith,       .... 
Waters  &  Zimmerman,  ... 

Joseph  Eaches,  (temporary,)  ... 


a 


it 


tt 


tt 


it 


tt 
it 


tt 


ii 


ii 


ii 


ii 


tt 


tt 


tt 


Due  to  Lee  &  Johnston,  for  purchase  of  land, 
Robert  H.  Miller, 
James  Green, 
Goodhand  &  Thompson, 


it 


John  Moore,  ..... 

James  A.  English,  .... 

laborers,  - 

officers  and  engineers,  about  ... 

Mrs.  Hunter,  ..... 

Mrs.  Swann,  an  unascertained  balance,  and  to  others  some  small 
amounts,  say  in  all 


17,164  90 

7,000  00 

35,000  00 

1,000  00 

23,000  00 

4,000  09 

3,000  00 

80.164  90 

213  45 

773  10 

150  GO 


81,301  45 

186  66 

500  00 

1,172  30 

200  00 

253  20 

76  50 

126  98 

139  01 

500  00 

150  00 

250  09 

$84,856  13 
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[C.l 

A  Statement  of  the  Tirade  on  the  Alexandria  Canal,  shewing  the  number  of  Boat* 
ascending  and  descending,  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  Articles  Transported, 
tht  ascending  and  descending  Tonnage,  the  total  Tonnage,  and  total  amount 
of  Tolls  received  from  April  1850  to  April  1851. 

DESCENDING     TRADE. 


Bark,           ....  306}  cords. 

Wheat,         ....  17,188    bushels. 

Flour,           ....  7,996    barrels. 

Bran,  shorts,  &c.           ...  2,700    bushels. 

Corn,           ...                  -  32,995 

Corn  meal,                     ...  352 

Flax  and  other  seeds,  2£ 

Apples,  17    barrels. 

Limestone,                      ...  950    perches. 

Coal  (to  1st  of  April,)                      -                  -  1,3714  tons. 

Stone,*        ....  1004  perches. 

Sundries,  25    tons. 
Number  of  boats  123,  amount  of  tolls  received  $251  34. 


11 


ti 


it 


ASCENDING   TRADE. 


290    barrels. 
273^  tons. 
853 


Fish, 

Salt, 

Plaster, 

Plank,  laths  and  shingles,  -  -  108 

Fresh  fish,  -  -  -  3484 

Sundries,  ...  419} 

Number  of  boats  134,  amount  of  tolls  received  $150  58. 

Total  amount  of  tolls  received  (deducting  $12  20  due  from  last  year,)  $  401  92. 

Descending  tonnage  4839 ;  ascending  tonnage  2038  tons ;  total  amount  of  tonnage  as- 
cending and  descending  6877  tons. 


<< 


f« 


<< 


*i 


•  Besides  1620  perches  on  which  the  tolls  hid  not  been  collected  at  the  time  of  making  up  this  statement 
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General  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure*  of  the  Alexandria  Carnal 


PAYMEHT& 

TOTAL. 

Before  AprO  24, 

Since  April  34, 

1850. 

1850. 

General  construction, 

471361  92J 

333  32 

471695  244 

Potomac  aqueduct, 

575381  43J 

- 

575381  431 

Engineer  department, 

9867  24 

- 

9867*4 

Pay  of  officers,          - 

16544  40 

550  00 

17094  40 

Incidental  expenses, 

4247  95 

426  51 

4674  46 

Mechanics  Bank,       ... 

285  00 

— 

286  00 

Bank  of  Alexandria, 

10000  00 

— 

100OO  00 

Interest,                     ... 

2217  72 

31  06 

2248  78 

Loans,                        .                   -                  - 

34000  00 

603  40 

34603  40 

Discounts,                  ... 

40648  50 

- 

40648  50 

Capital  stock,            ... 

45  82 

— 

45  88 

Alexandria  corporation  slock, 

195000  00 

.* 

195000  00 

G.  H.  Smoot,  trustee, 

3425  00 

— 

3425  00 

Corporation  of  Alexandria, 

50000  00 

- 

50000  00 

Rents,                        ... 

108  50 

«. 

108  50 

Repairs  and  superintendence, 

20710  30 

33882  92 

51593  22 

Capital  stock  held  by  company, 

11725  00 

— 

11725  00 

Coal  wharf  Maryland  mining  company, 

9890  32 

5701  05 

15591  37 

Profit  and  loss,           ... 

413  22 

_ 

413  22 

Due  by  treasurer  wharf  fund, 

58  78 

58  78 

$1497459  36f 
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Company  from  the  commencement  to  the  25th  April  1851. 


RECEIPTS. 

TOTAL. 

Before  April  84, 

Since  April  84, 

1850. 

1850. 

Capita]  stock,             ... 

380026  60 

mm 

380026  60 

Corporation  of  Alexandria, 

350000  00 

— 

350000  00 

United  States,            ... 

400000  00 

— 

400000  00 

Unclaimed  balances  on  pay  rolls, 

71  87 

— 

71  87 

Withers  &  Wilson, 

6  81 

— 

6  81 

Bank  of  Alexandria, 

10000  00 

— 

10000  00 

Premiums  on  treasury  notes,  &c. 

3512  57 

- 

3512  57 

Mechanics  Bank, 

285  00 

— 

285  00 

Interest,                     ... 

12812  25 

— 

12812  25 

Loans,                       ... 

66164  90 

34450  83 

100615  73 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 

19909  26 

— 

19909  26 

Alexandria  corporation  stock, 
Potomac  aqueduct, 

195000  00 

— 

195000  00 

3062  75 

- 

3062  75 

Rents, 

1230  00 

224  00 

1454  00 

Tolls, 

4712  64 

414  12 

5126  76 

Miscellaneous,           ... 

76  43 

7  00 

83  43 

General  construction  account, 

11  98 

mm 

11  98 

Wharf  loan,              ... 

10000  00 

5000  00 

15000  00 

Coal  wharf  account, 

— 

450  15 

450  15 

Balance  due  treasurer, 

— 

28  81 

28  81 

Requisition  outstanding, 

1  42 

1  42 

$1497459  39 
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A  List  of  the  President  and  Directors,  Officers   and  Agents  of  the  Alexandria 
Canal  Company,  with  the  Salary  or  Compensation  of  each,  Oct.  15,  1851. 


Names. 

Officers. 

Compensation. 

Joseph  Eaches, 

President, 

$  300  per  annum. 

Anthony  P.  Gover, 
James  Green, 

Wm.  L.  Powell, 

Henry  Daingerfield,                 j 

Directors, 

Nothing. 

Louis  A.  Cazenove, 

William  Gregory, 

Reuben  Johnston, 

Clerk, 

$  200  per  annum. 

Washington  C.  Page, 
Samuel  H.  Williams, 

Treasurer, 

50 

Engineer, 

No  fixed  compensation. 

Wm.  B.  Chew, 

Sup't  Northern  division, 

$  450  per  annum. 

Patrick  Gallagher, 

Superintendent  Southern  di- 
vision, lock  keeper  and  col- 

lector of  tolls, 

$  450  per  annum. 

R.  JOHNSTON,  Clerk. 
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CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Office  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Co. 
Frederick,  June  2d,  1851. 

To  the  Stockholders  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

The  report  of  the  president  and  directors,  presented 
at  your  meeting  on  the  27th  February  last,  brought  the  affairs  of  the 
company  down  to  that  period,  and  the  statements  of  the  clerk  and 
treasurer,  accompanying  that  report,  exhibited  the  revenues  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  company,  together  with  the  transportation  upon  the 
canal  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  of  December  1850.  It  remains  for 
us  then  to  communicate  to  you  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the 
company,  and  to  express  such  views  in  regard  to  its  future  prospects 
as  circumstances  would  seem  to  warrant. 
In  conformity  to  the   recommendation   contained  in  a  resolution 

Eassed  at  your  last  meeting,  the  board  have  appointed  Cbarle  B.  Fisk, 
sq.  general  superintendent  of  the  canal,  and  have  conferred  upon 
him  such  authority  over  the  subordinate  officers  on  the  line  of  the 
canal  as  will,  it  is  believed,  give  an  efficient  organization  to  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  service.  In  this  connection  we  would  also  state 
that  we  have  adopted  a  system  of  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  various  officers  con- 
nected with  the  management  and  preservation  of  the  canal,  and  the 
collection  of  tolls.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  as  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  by-laws 
of  the  company  went  into  operation  on  the  first  of  April  last,  that  very 
beneficial  results  have  and  will  attend  them — in  the  preservation  of 
the  works  of  the  company — in  securing  a  proper  vigilance  and  sub- 
ordination on  the  part  of  the  officers  on  the  line  of  the  canal,  and 
producing  a  degree  of  order  and  regularity  on  the  part  of  those  navi- 
gating the  canal,  which  has  heretofore  not  existed.  Although,  as  was  to 
Be  supposed  in  any  new  system  of  regulations,  some  opposition  would 
in  the  outset  be  manifested  by  those  to  whom  any  restraint  would  be 
irksome,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  well  disposed  persons  en- 
gaged in  navigating  the  canal  regard  these  regulations  as  wholesome 
and  necessary,  acting  both  as  a  protection  to  the  works  of  the  com- 
pany, ensuring  more  regularity  and  less  frequent  interruptions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  canal,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  collisions 
with  some  of  the  boatmen,  who  have  hitherto  been  disorderly.  Under 
all  circumstances,  there  has  been  less  objection  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, and  the  boatmen  have  very  generally  quietly  acquiesced  in,  and 
readily  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  regulations.  But  few  in- 
fractions have  been  reported  by  the  officers  on  the  line  of  the  canal, 
and  the  amount  of  fines  imposed  under  them  have  been  $140— of 
which  $  80  have  been  remitted  by  the  board  for  sufficient  causes  sta- 
ted— $50  have  been  collected,  and  $10  remain  uncollected. 

The  stockholders  at  their  last  meeting  also  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending the  board  to  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  'tor 
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vesligating  a  claim  preferred  by  Messrs.  Hunter,  Harris  &  Co.,  late 
contractors  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  for  services 
rendered  and  sacrifices  sustained  by  them  under  their  late  contract. 
In  accordance  with  this  resolution  a  committee,  consisting  of  Charles 
B.  Fisk.  Esq.  chief  engineer,  Wm.  A.  Bradley,  Esq.  and  Dr.  S.  P. 
Smith,  directors,  was  appointed ;  but  these  gentlemen  having  other 
indispensable  engagements,  have  not  yet  taken  the  matter  into  conside- 
tion  or  reported  upon  it,  nor,  as  we  learn,  have  they  been  furnished 
by  the  parties  with  any  data  upon  which  to  make  the  proposed  inves- 
tigation. 

The  water  was  withdrawn  from  the  canal  during  the  month  of 
February,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  some  deposits  and  making 
other  repairs  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  spring  trade,  and  was 
readmitted  in  the  early  part  of  March,  and  the  navigation  of  the  canal 
resumed  throughout  its  entire  length  by  the  17th  of  March.     It  has 
since  continued  in  good  navigable  condition  without  interruption,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  days  at  two  points  where  small  breaches  oc- 
curred, and  one  or  two  other  points  where  leaks  were  discovered  and 
the  water  withdrawn  for  a  day  or  two  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
The  trade  on  the  canal  was  not,  however,  retarded  to  any  injurious 
extent,  and  a  great  degree  of  regularity  in  the  navigation  has  been 
maintained.     The  depth  of  water  in  a  large  portion  of  the  canal  is 
six  feet ;  but  on  some  few  levels  it  is  thought  advisable  not  yet  to  ad- 
mit more  than  five  feet  water  until  the  embankments  are  raised  and 
some  deposits  removed,  which  arc  now  in  progress.     We  confidently 
expect,  when  the  canal  shall  be  opened  for  navigation  next  season, 
that  six  feet  water  may  be  safely  maintained  throughout  its  entire 
length.     Boats  now  navigate  the  canal  drawing  4  feet  1  inch  of  water ; 
and  with  this  draft  the  largest  class  of  boats  are  taking  from  100  to 
110  tons  of  coal  from  Cumberland  to  tidewater.     The  draft  of  boats 
next  season  will  probably  be  increased  to  4  feel  6  inches  or  more  ;  and 
U  each  inch  added  to  the  draft  increases  the  tonnage  about  three  tons, 
they  may  then  carry  120  tons  or  upwards. 

To  provide  against  any  deficiency  of  water  on  the  new  portion  of 
the  canal  above  dam  No.  6  during  the  season  of  drought  and  low 
Water  in  the  Potomac,  and  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  water  at 
all  seasons  for  any  amount  of  transportation  that  could  be  anticipated 
oo  the  canal,  it  has  always  been  contemplated  to  introduce  as  a  feeder 
the  South  branch  of  the  Potomac.     In  the  estimates  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  canal  to  Cumberland  this  was  not  included  or  provided 
fcr,  under  the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  required  by  the  trade 
Jbr  some  years  after  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  that  the  feeder 
from  the  Cumberland  dam  would  be  sufficient  for  a  gradually  increas- 
ing transportation  until  the  revenues  of  the  company  would  be  ade- 
3 Date  to  the  expenditure  required.     From  indications  of  the  extreme 
fought  the  last  season,  and  a  probably  augmented  trade,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable,  with  a  view  to  give  every  possible  assurance  of 
uninterrupted  navigation  at  all  seasons,  to  anticipate  the  original  de- 
ttn  regarding  the  proposed  additional  feeder.     With  this  object,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia  at  its  last  session  to 
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•  ■np:my  lo  an  amount  not  exceeding 

.!\i»!g  the  South  branch   improvement, 

.  *  Vth  c»f  the  company  and  the  state  of 

\     We  regret,  however,  to  sav  that 

*  *  •  • 

1  :  •':  en  directed  lo  another  mode  of 

.  ■•.M.f  object,  hv  tin*  chief"  engineer, at 
:-      •  .*v  than  the  proposed  feeder  from 
.Id  in  all  respects  he  preferred,  but 
e  •  •.-■  rrient,  once  commenced  upon  that 

i  '.i  continued  to  such  extent  as  its  ea- 

|.  \  duable  trade,  would  he  brought  to 

e  :  The  plan  proposed  by  the  chief 

ti  ..     •  he  propelled  by  steam,  placed  at 

e  •  No.  ()  and  Cumberland;  which,  he 

1-.  -  its  efficiency,  and  if  adopted  will 

?    us  that  mav  now  exist  in  regit  rd  to 
p  w  ter  fi>r  the  upper  portion  of  the  ca- 

I'  •'•n:nt  of  trade  that  the  canal  mav  be 

h  ^.  arn  with  (bnthle  locks." 

<  ^  ..•.(■<  would  not  require  an  expenditure 
p  iv  found  that  8  00,000  would  be  sulB- 
tl  .  "-vlv  of  water  at  seasons  of  the  greatest 
t-  -  of  these  pumps  would  not  be  required 
i                                                           -.*_:e.  than  two  or  three  mouths  in  the 

•  :^ht  :  and  that  when  :io1   required  for 
•».'\vcr  could  be  applied  advantageously 

<  .  •  -\'mz  the  expense.-  of  maintaining  it* 
I  ^  recommendation,  and  are  now  endea- 
t  ,  means  for  carry  in,*:  it  into  eilect  ;it  a> 
«•  The  chief  engineer's  report  on  the  sub- 
:                                                   »,  •  M\,  marked  A. 

•  ive  been  continued  with  as  little  inter- 
„   ••  icticable,  and  are  now  so  far  advanced 

■Mrative  seeuritv  against  encroachments 
:  se\eral  points  which  have  heretofore 

\%-  trust  bv  the  close  of  the  present  vear, 
•:vtdetod  as  to  leave  but  little  apprehen- 

■:v  works   and  the  maintenance  of  unin- 

"  \  the  Board  of  public  work>  of  Virginia 

•  -v  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 

■  ••  urs,  and   guaranteed  bv  that  stale,  to  a 

"  ^uuae  aqueduct,  has  been  so  far  relaxed 

.  ;x  below  the  aqueduct  ;  and  the  expendi- 

•  vtwetiueiitlv  been  slrietlv  confined  to  re- 

;-»\e  that   point.     The  other  means  of  the 

<.!t'icient   to  enable  them  thus  far  to  make 

•  'hat  point,  embracing  the  basin  at  (Jcorge- 
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The  corporation  of  Washington  have  passed  an  act  authorizing  an 
advance  to  the  company  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  S  3,000,  on  the  bond 
)f  the  company,  payable  at  its  pleasure,  with  interest  payable  semi- 
mnually,  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  out  a  channel  in  that  portion  of 
he  canal  lying  between  the  Rock  creek  and  Tiber  tide  locks.  This 
arrangement  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and  a  con- 
tact made  for  the  purpose  with  William  Easby,  who  has  thus  far  exe- 
cuted rather  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  work.  When  it  shall  be  com- 
pleted there  will  be  sufficient  water  for  boats  of  the  greatest  draft  na- 
vigating the  canal  to  pass  readily  into  the  Washington  canal. 

Under  the  act  of  the  state  of  Virginia  of  the  15th  March  1849,  au- 
thorizing the  guarantee  of  that  state  on  the  bonds  of  the  company  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  $  200,000,  for  repairs  of  the  canal  below 
dam  No.  6,  the  whole  amount  has  been  issued  and  guaranteed,  con- 
sisting of  140  bonds  of  $1,000,  and  120  bonds  of  $500,  all  made 
payable  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  1st  July  1869,  with  interest 
coupons  attached,  payable  semi-annually,  on  the  1st  of  January  and 
July  of  each  year.  Bonds  to  the  amount  of  $184,000  have  been  sold, 
realizing  a  premium  of  $  394  83.     The  amount  paid  out  by  the  su- 

Crintendent  for  repairs  from  this  fund  to  this  time  is  $174,123  82, 
iving  in  bonds  and  money  $  26,271  01  still  unexpended.  The  whole 
amount  will  be  required  for  repairs,  which  are  deemed  essential  for 
the  security  and  preservation  of  the  canal. 

The  trade  upon  the  canal  during  the  present  season  compares  very 
favorably  with  any  former  year,  in  the  leading  articles  of  transporta- 
tion ;  but  we  regret  to  say  that  in  the  article  of  coal  there  has  so  far 
been  less  transported  than  we  were  induced  to  expect  from  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  various  mining  companies.  Tnis,  in  part,  may  be 
owing  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  on  the  opening  of 
the  canal;  and  as  they  are  gradually  increasing  the  number  we  confi- 
dently hope,  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  that  a  greatly  aug- 
mented trade  will  result  from  it.  Comparing  the  trade  upon  the  ca- 
nal, from  the  1st  of  January  to  31st  of  May,  for  the  years  1850  and 
1861  respectively,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  gratifying  increase,  both  in 
the  articles  transported  and  the  tolls  accrued,  has  been  realized.  It 
ii  proper,  however,  to  state,  that  in  this  period  of  the  former  year  the 
canal  was  navigable  for  2%  months  only,  whilst  in  the  present  year  it 
was  navigated  3&  months. 

Articles  transported  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

From  1st  January  to  31st  May  1850  : 

Flour,          -----  138,930  barrels. 

Wheat,        -----  58,800  bushels. 

Corn, 32,280       " 

Coal,            -----  807  tons. 

Total  articles  ascending,          -  8,821  tons. 

Total  articles  descending,       ...  32,083      " 

Tolls  accrued,  ....  $26,79471 
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From  1st  January  to  31st  May  1851 : 

Flour,          .....  134,220  band*. 

Wheat,        ....            .  97,320  bushel*. 

Corn,           .....  138,360  " 

Coal,            -----  20,319  tons. 

Total  of  all  articles  ascending,             -             -  9,192  tons. 

Total  of  all  articles  descending,           -             -  69,620  " 

Tolls  accrued,  ....  $44,10641 

The  statements  of  the  treasurer  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  31st  May  will  be  (bund  in  the  Appendix, 
marked  B  and  C. 

Under  the  regulations  for  navigating  the  canal,  we  have  required 
that  all  boats  employed  in  transportation  be  duly  registered  .at  the  ot 
fice  of  the  company,  and  to  this  period  registers  have  been  issued  lo 
154  boats,  as  follows : 

Classes  A  and  C,  decked  and  undecked  boats,  carrying 

100  tons  and  upwards,  -  -  -  71  boats. 

Classes  B  and  D,  decked  and  undecked  boats,  carrying 

less  than  100  tons,  say  60,  70,  80  and  90  tons,  -  72     '■ 

Class  E,  scows,  -----  7 

Class  F,  boats  designed  for  temporary  use,  3 
Steam  tug  boat,            -----  1 

Total  number  registered,  154  boats. 


This  would  shew  a  great  deficiency  of  boats  for  an  extended  coal 
business ;  and  we  cannot  but  repeat  the  hope,  that  from  the  high  rates 
of  transportation  paid,  and  the  constant  occupation  which  may  be 
given,  strong  inducements  will  exist  with  capitalists  lo  engage  in  boat- 
ing; and  that  before  the  close  of  the  present  year  a  much  larger  num- 
ber may  be  added.  The  number  of  new  boats  added  to  the  canal,  to 
this  time,  consequent  upon  the  opening  of  the  coal  trade,  is  about  78, 
nearly  all  of  the  largest  class. 

The  mining  companies  of  Alleghany,  having  represented  to  the 
board  that  it  was  indispensable  for  an  enlarged  and  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  coal  trade  that  some  reduction  should  be  made  in  the 
tolls  on  coal,  to  enable  them  to  establish  a  market  for  their  coal  and 
compete  successfully  with  other  coals  in  the  eastern  ports,  where  the 
great  demand  for  it  was  lo  be  looked  for,  met  the  board  and  Mary- 
land state  agents,  by  appointment,  on  the  27th  of  November  last ;  and 
on  representations  then  made  a  resolution  was  passed,  on  condition 
of  a  satisfactory  guarantee  being  given  by  said  companies  for  the 
transportation  of  not  less  than  300,000  tons  of  coal  or  coke  during 
the  year  1851  for  the  entire  distance  between  Cumberland  and 
Georgetown,  the  rate  of  toll  for  said  year  would  be  fixed  at  three 
mills  per  ton  per  mile ;  and  that  on  acceding  to  the  above  proposition, 
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if  said  companies  would  give  a  further  guarantee  for  the  transportation 
of  not  less  than  600,000  tons  of  coal  or  coke  during  the  year  1852 
for  the  entire  distance  between  Cumberland  and  Georgetown,  the  rate 
of  toll  for  said  year  would  be  fixed  at  two  mills  per  ton  per  mile. 
This,  it  was  understood  at  the  time,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
several  mining  companies  then  represented  ;  but  not  having  complied, 
a  further  conference  was  held  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  January  last,  at 
the  request  of  these  companies,  when  it  was  stated  that  they  had  been 
unable  to  procure  guarantees  for  the  full  amount  of  300,000  tons,. pro- 
posed to  be  guaranteed  for  the  year  1851,  but  that  with  a  few  weeks' 
delay  they  believed  a  guarantee  of  500,000  tons,  at  two  mills  per  ton 
per  mile,  for  the  year  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  July  1S51,  could  be 
effected  with  less  difficulty.  The  board  deeming  it  advisable  to  com- 
mence the  coal  trade  as  early  as  practicable  on  an  enlarged  basis, 
and  considering  the  large  expenditure  required  for  boats  and  fixtures 
fcr  so  extended  a  trade  giving  assurance  of  a  continued  increase, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Maryland  state  agents,  passed  a  resolu- 
tion assenting  to  the  modification  as  proposed,  provided  that  said 
guarantees  were  effected  within  thirty  days  from  that  time.  On  the 
27th  of  February  following,  the  gentlemen  representing  the  mining 
companies  again  met  the  board  by  appointment,  and  admitting  their 
inability  to  procure  the  guarantees  of  tonnage  proposed  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  27th  of  November  and  9th  of  January  last,  suggested  in 
the  event  of  certain  reductions  of  toll  being  made,  that  they  would 
invest  large  sums  in  boats  and  equipments  for  the  transportation  of 
coal.  This  being  the  only  assurance  that  could  be  given,  and  the 
board  deeming  it  necessary  that  some  definite  action  should  be  had 
on  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  the  coal  trade  at 
as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  rescinded  the  resolutions  of  the  27th 
of  November  and  9th  of  January,  and  fixed  the  rates  of  toll  on  coal 
and  coke,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  at  two  and  a  half 
mills  per  ton  per  mile,  without  further  condition  ;  this,  with  the  pre- 
sent charge  for  toll  on  the  boat,  ascending  and  descending,  will  be 
equivalent  to  54 J  cents  per  ton  from  Cumberland  to  tidewater.  It 
is  understood  that  this  rate  is  satisfactory  to  the  several  mining  com- 
panies ;  and  we  trust  that  they  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  prac- 
ticable, carry  into  effect  their  views  of  enlarged  and  constantly  in- 
creasing transportation,  as  alike  essential  to  their  own  interests  as  to 
the  interest  of  this  company. 

We  have  also,  with  the  assent  of  the  Maryland  state  agents,  made 
some  reduction  in  the  rates  of  toll  on  a  few  other  articles,  as  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  revenues  of  the  company  by  an  increased  trans- 
portation of  the  articles  in  question — which  we  conceive  to  be  the 
true  principle  upon  which  our  rates  of  toll  should  be  regulated ;  and 
in  view  oi  recent  reductions  of  transportation  upon  other  works, 
which  may  conflict  with  or  withdraw  trade  now  established  upon  the 
canal,  it  may  become  necessary,  for  our  own  protection,  that  some 
further  modification  of  the  rates  of  toll  should  oe  made.  This  will 
receive  our  early  attention. 

It  has  been  alike  the  policy  and  anxious  desire  of  this  company  to 
Kvoid  all  unfriendly  collisions  and  injurious  rivalries  with  other  com- 
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-  .     :-e  has  hitherto  been  to  avoid 

::.-.  in,  however  we   may  have 

*.  .r.d  in  some  instances  misrep- 

-  -  •    .:s  injurv — relying  as  we  have 

.    :*  the  great  trust  committed  to 

\-  ::.v,  when  the  resources  of  the 

.:.»  full  action,  that  the  anxious an- 

.   ;  period  attended  it,  would  not  be 

•    :"  the  rates  of  toll  on  coal  we  have  . 

-.  .  ;•  iiions  than  such  as  were  designed 

r  ?  *.::c  great  coal  interests  of  the  Alle- 

:  promotion  of  the  interest  of  this  com- 

•:en  fully  established,  the  rates  of  toll 

•   :>:deration  and  arrangement  to  suit  the 

:  exist.     We  can  have  no  apprehension 

-  Aient,  in  the  transportation  of  coal  on  the 

i.     In  the  first  place,  there  will  be  sufficient 

-     .  :rade  shall  be  fully  developed  ;  secondly) 

v   railroad  must  necessarily  be  compan| 

.   iisd  at  the  present  rates  of  charge,  if  not 

.-     •  ::it  company,  cannot  be  profitable. 

•  :,  I  <  19,  statement  K,  shews  a  comparison  be- 
..•  </\en  of  the  principal  railroads  of  the  United 
^  ,  equipment,  charge*  for  transportation,  and 
•.'  per  ton  per  mile, 
-.■importation  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
*.*•  ton  pur  mile.     This  for  the  length  of  their 
»  l/umborland — 17J)   miles — would   make  the 
"*  •.*  <^  cent*  |>er  ton.     Their  present  charge  on 
. .:: -Ii  would  shew  an  apparent  loss  of  (>7  cents 
sorted  ;  and  this  view  is  further  corroborated 
"i    uling  railroad  company — a   road  of  the  first 

•  •  «ek,  constructed  expressly  for  the  transporta- 
■»,••;  adapted  for  large  trains,  and  a  gradual  incli- 

:il  respects  far  better  suited   for  the  transpor- 
"» -.itimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  with  coal  trains 
xv      -v*  those  of  the  Baltimore  road  are  adapted  to 
•.it'  as  large. 

>w  the  cost,  of  transportation  of  coal  can  be 
n».;i  of  transportation  on  other  articles  ;  when 
.«:'  the  road  from  the  heavy  coal  trains  passing 
>v  il  for  its  transportation  are  for  the  greater  part 

•  M-m  of  an  ascending  or  western  transportation, 

•  \  the  lame  outlay  required  for  machinery  con- 
-.■nation  of  coal  on  the  railroad,  and,  as  wo  have 
.auueration,  if  not   actual   loss,  to   the   railroad 

•  •latum,  we   cannot  suppose   that  they   will  be 
;  it   beyond  the  (piantity  now  taken  of  about 

.un — an  amount  so  very  small  in  comparison 

.1  capacity  of  the  great  coal  region  of  Alleghany, 

.vwloped,  as  in  our  opinion  to  admit  of  no  rivalry 
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with  the  great  capacity  and  comparative  cheapness  of  canal  trans- 
portation. The  mining  companies  of  Alleghany  have  recently  adopt- 
ed an  arrangement,  as  we  understand,  to  deliver  coal  by  the  railroad 
at  Baltimore,  predicated  on  a  charge  of  8  2  per  ton  for  transportation 
to  that  city,  at  $  3  75  per  ton ;  and  at  Alexandria,  with  the  present 
high  rates  charged  for  freighting  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
boats,  at  $3  37 J  per  ton — leaving  a  difference  in  favor  of  Alexandria 
of  37J  cents  per  ton.  The  result  then  of  this  arrangement  would  be, 
that  coal  would  be  shipped  from  Alexandria  at  37J  cents  per  ton  less 
than  from  Baltimore,  that  the  canal  company  would  realize  a  profit 
of  54J  cents  per  ton  for  toll,  and  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
company  would  lose  88  cents  on  each  ton  of  coal  transported.  Is 
this  then  a  state  of  things  likely  to  endure,  or  from  which  rivalry  is  to 
be  apprehended  ? 

In  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  company  wc  are  governed  by  no 
local  considerations,  excepting  so  far  as  they  will  subserve  the  great 
interests  with  which  we  are  charged  ;  and  desirous  as  far  as  practica- 
ble to  contribute  to  the  state  of  Maryland  some  remuneration  for  the 
great  sacrifices  she  has  sustained  in  fostering  and  conducting  to  com- 
pletion this  great  work,  we  look  with  earnest  hope  to  its  speedy  reali- 
sation. As  connected  in  an  essential  degree  with  its  future  prosperi- 
ty, we  trust  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the  original  design  of  the 
state  of  Maryland  will  be  carried  into  effect,  in  its  connection  with  the 
city  of  Baltimore  by  a  lateral  or  cross  cut  canal  from  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

It  is  in  this  connection  only,  we  believe,  that  the  city  of  Baltimore 
can  participate  to  the  extent  and  with  the  advantage  which  her  posi- 
tion entitles  her  to  expect  in  the  great  mineral  resources  of  Alleghany. 
This  connection  effected,  the  canal  will  then  become  emphatically  the 
great  Maryland  improvement,  as  from  the  large  interest  owned  by  the 
Mate  it  justly  should  be.  Having  both  its  eastern  and  western  terminus 
within  the  state,  and  conciliating  and  binding  together  important  in- 
terests which  have  hitherto  been  hostile,  its  triumphant  success  could 
no  longer  be  doubtful. 

At  the  present  rate  of  toll  upon  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
and  some  reduction  from  the  present  charge  for  freight,  which  will 
necessarily  occur  when  a  greater  number  of  boats  shall  be  placed  upon 
tbe  canal  and  the  trade  becomes  fully  established,  coal  could  be  car- 
ried from  Cumberland  to  Baltimore  at  82  per  ton,  including  a  loll  of 
20  cents  per  ton  to  the  proposed  lateral  canal,  which,  on  1,500,000 
tons,  (no  unreasonable  quantity  to  anticipate  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,)  would  yield  $  300,000  per  annum  on  coal  alone,  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  an  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  proposed  canal ;  but  to 
this  must  be  added  the  transportation  of  many  other  articles  paying 
a  higher  rate  of  toll,  both  ascending  and  descending,  which  would 
doubtless  be  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  manage- 
ment, and  keep  in  good  condition  the  proposed  canal,  estimated  at 
$600  per  mile  per  annum,  which  exceeds  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  since  its  opening  to  this  time,  including 
all  expenditures  for  repairs,  &c.     In  view  then  of  the  great  advantages 
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to  enure  both  to  the  state  of  Maryland  and  the  city  of  Baltimore 
from  this  proposed  connection,  we  trust  that  an  early  and  vigorous  tf» 
fort  will  be  made  by  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  realize 
the  benefits  of  it. 

The  trade  upon  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  exclusive  of  the 
coal  trade,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  amply  sufficient  to  keep  the  canal 
in  good  condition  and  pay  all  the  expenses  of  its  management,  leav- 
ing the  revenues  to  be  derived  from  tne  coal  trade,  to  be  appropriated 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  liquidation  of  the  priorities  for  which  they 
were  pledged,  and  such  surplus  as  may  remain  to  the  payment  of 
advances  heretofore  made  by  the  state  of  Maryland. 

A  committee  was  appointed  at  your  last  meeting  to  ascertain  and 
report  upon  what  terms  and  arrangements  the  office  of  the  company 
could  be  removed  from  Frederick  to  Washington  or  Georgetown. 
The  corporations  of  each  of  these  cities  have  promptly  tendered  to  the 
company  suitable  apartments  for  their  office,  and  we  have  this  day 
passed  an  order  accepting  from  the  corporation  of  Washington 
rooms  in  the  city  hall  at  Washington,  to  which  place  the  office  will  be 
removed  as  early  as  practicable.  These  apartments  afford  a  secure 
depository  for  the  valuable  records  of  the  company ;  and  this  loca- 
tion of  the  office  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  canal,  where  its  bosir 
ness  is  chiefly  concentrated,  will  greatly  facilitate  the  business  operar 
tions  of  the  company  in  its  immediate  connection  with  the  line  of  the 
canal,  as  well  as  accommodating  persons  having  business  with  the 
company.  Its  present  remote  situation  from  the  scene  of  its  active 
operations  has  for  some  time  past  been  found  very  inconvenient,  and 
this  would  continue  to  increase  with  the  augmentation  of  business. 

Bj'  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  board. 

SAMUEL  SPRIGG, 

Pros' t  of  the  C.  SfO.C.Co- 
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Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  on  the  Supply  of  Water  above  Dam  No.  6. 

Ch.  Eng.  Off.  Ches.  &  Ohio  Canal  Co. 
Cumberland,  April  29th,  1861. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Co. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

The  application  of  this  company  to  the  legislature 
of  Virginia,  at  its  recent  session,  for  a  guarantee  by  that  state  of  not 
exceecung  $150,000  of  the  company's  bonds,  to  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  an  auxiliary  feeder  to  the  new  line  of  canal  between 
dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland,  having  been  rejected,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  board,  a  plan  by  means  of  which 
that  portion  of  the  canal  can  be  fully  and  adequately  supplied  with 
water— -even  with  double  locks  in  constant  use,  night  and  day, 
throughout  the  entire  year — and  at  a  less  expenditure  than  would  be 
required  to  obtain  such  supply  upon  any  other  plan  that  has  yet 
been  suggested*  This  plan  was  briefly  explained  to  you  at  your  last 
meeting. 

If  I  could  have  anticipated  that  the  state  of  Virginia,  interested  as 
stockholder  in  the  company  to  the  amount  of  $  250,000,  and  having 
already  guaranteed  its  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $  500,000 — with  the 
canal,  a  work  that  has  cost  $11,000,000,  passing  its  entire  length, 
and  for  a  distance  of  184  miles,  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  state,  and  at  its  eastern  terminus  connecting,  by  means  of  a 
lateral  canal,  with  tidewater  at  Alexandria,  within  her  borders — 
would  have  refused  the  guarantee  asked  of  bonds  that  under  the  act 
of  Maryland  authorizing  the  completion  of  the  canal  would  have 
taken  precedence  of  the  $1,700,000  of  bonds  issued  for  its  completion, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  liens  of  the  state  of  Maryland — and  that  would 
only  have  been  secondary  to  liens  having  priority  not  exceeding  in 
all  about  $  310,000 ;  in  other  words,  that  would  be,  as  regards  secu- 
rity, the  same  as  if  *he  entire  canal,  including  $150,000  for  the  South 
branch  feeder,  had  only  cost  $460,000 — if  I  could  have  anticipated,  I 
say,  that  the  state  of  Virginia,  thus  situated  in  regard  to  the  canal, 
and  interested  in  its  prosperity,  would  have  refused  to  guarantee 
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bonds  so  well  secured,  when  the  object  to  be  gained,  at  no  cost  to 
her,  if  the  nett  revenues  of  the  company  should  amount  to  only 
427,600,  per  annum,  was  a  uavigable  feeder,  within  her  territory, 
that  would  connect  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  extendi 
by  means  of  canal  and  slackwater  navigation,  up  the  rich  valley  of 
the  South  branch,  to  a  point  eleven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  that 
stream,  (measuring  by  its  mcanderings,  although  the  distance  would 
be  shortened  by  a  cut  across  a  bend  of  the  river,  to  six  miles,)  and 
which  navigation,  at  any  future  time,  at  an  inconsiderable  cost,  might 
be  extended  still  further  up  that  valley,  to  its  intersection  with  the 
Parkersburg  road,  and  even  much  farther — I  should  long  since  have 
proposed  the  plan,  for  securing  to  the  canal  a  sufficiency  of  water,  that 
I  now  submit.  It  is  a  plan  that  I  have,  for  a  long  time,  had  under 
consideration,  as  one  to  be  recommended  to  the  company  for  adoption, 
in  case  Virginia  should  refuse  as  she  has  done  to  aid  by  her  guarantee 
in  the  construction  of  the  South  branch  feeder.  I  speak  of  this  to 
shew  that  any  opinions  I  may  now  express  in  relation  to  this  matter 
have  not  been  hastily  and  without  due  deliberation  formed.  The 
plan  may  be  fully  relied  on  for  its  efficiency,  and  if  adopted  will  rfr 
move  forever  all  the  apprehensions  that  may  now  exist  in  regard  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  supply  of  water  for  tne  upper  portion  of  the 
canal  at  all  times  and  for  any  amount  of  trade  that  the  canal  may 
be  made  capable  of  accommodating  even  with  double  locks*  Indeed, 
but  for  the  advantages  that  would  ultimately,  if  not  immediately, 
result  to  the  canal  company,  in  the  way  of  trade  from  the  South  \ 
branch  feeder,  the  plan  for  obtaining  water,  now  proposed,  would  be  ] 
in  every  respect  preferable  to  any  heretofore  suggested.  j 

The  feeder  at  Cumberland,  for  the  greater  part  of  every  year,  will    I 
furnish  all  the  water  that  the  fifty  miles  of  canal  down  to  dam  No.  6 
requires.     And,   in    many   years,  there  would   be   no  deficiency  of    * 
water,  for  a  limited  trade,  on  that  portion  of  the  canal  without  any    . 
auxiliary  feeder.     I  would  here  remark,  that  upon  the  opening  of  a 
new  canal,  that  runs  through  a  slate  formation,  as  does  much  of  the 
line  between  dam  No.  (>  and  Cumberland,  the  loss  of  water,  at  first, 
from  filtration,  is  very  great ;  that  this  loss,  even  if  nothing  is  done  to 
check  it,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  becomes  greatly  and  materially 
less — but  with  a  comparatively  small  expenditure  in  the  way  of  lining 
with  water  tight  materials,  it  may  soon  be  made  as  little  as  that  on 
canals  constructed  with  materials  of  the  most  favorable  and  suitable 
character.     Of  this  we  have  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  new  canal 
below  Cumberland,  as  the  quantity  of  water  now  lost  by  filtration 
upon  it  is  less  than  two-thirds  of  what  it  was  when  the  canal  was  filled 
last  fall. 

In  extremely  dry  seasons  the  feeder  at  Cumberland,  if  not  compe- 
tent, as  it  will  not  be,  to  supply  the  entire  fifty  miles  of  canal  down  to 
dan)  No.  0,  will  be  adequate  to  supply  a  portion  of  that  distance. 
As  the  water  in  the  river  lessens,  the  distance  that  can  be  supplied 
will  gradually  and  in  like  proportion  lessen.  For  a  time,  this  distance 
will  not  be  less  than  forty  miles.  Later  in  the  season,  as  the  defi- 
ciency of  water  increases,  this  distance  may  lessen  to  thirty  miles— 
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and  still  later  to  twenty  miles — but  it  will  rarely,  if  ever,  judging  from 
present  appearances  and  the  best  information  we  can  obtain  bearing 
upon  the  subject,  be  as  little  as  ten  miles. 

Now,  the  plan  proposed  is,  by  means  of  pumps,  to  elevate  from  the 
river,  along  side  of  the  canal,  at  as  many  points  as  may  be  desirable, 
just  as  much  water,  and  no  more,  as  the  wants  of  the  canal,  in  dry 
seasons,  may  from  time  to  time  require.  To  do  this,  I  would  divide 
the  fifty  miles  of  canal  between  dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland,  into  five 
divisions,  that  are  as  nearly  equal  in  length  as  practicable;  and 
would  place  at  the  upper  end  of  each  of  the  four  lower  divisions  an 
engine  and  pumps  of  sufficient  power  and  capacity  to  raise  from  the 
river  into  the  canal  as  much  water  as  the  divisions  immediately 
below  them  may  respectively  require.  This  would  reduce  the  length 
of  canal  that  must  be  supplied  by  the  feeder  at  Cumberland  in  ex- 
treme droughts  to  ten  mites. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  at  a  very  small 
cost,  the  water  of  Evitt's  creek,  which  enters  the  river  three  miles 
below  Cumberland,  the  natural  flow  of  which  during  the  extremely 
dry  season  of  1838,  was  equal  to  42  locks  full  of  water  per  day, 
should  it  ever  be  desired,  can  be  introduced  into  the  Cumberland 
level  of  the  canal,  on  the  upper  division,  and  be  made  as  available  to 
the  canal  as  if  it  were  introduced  through  the  Cumberland  feeder. 

By  thus  supplying  the  deficiency  of  water  in  dry  seasons,  by 
pumps  stationed  at  four  points  instead  of  at  one,  several  advantages 
would  result ;  one  of  which  would  be,  that  the  quantity  of  water  re- 
ouired  at  each  point  being  only  one-fourth  of  what  it  would  be  if  all 
the  water  were  to  be  obtained  at  one  point,  there  would  always  be  an 
ample  supply  of  water  at  command — as  from  all  the  evidence  wc 
have,  there  is  never  flowing  in  the  river  at  the  three  lower  sites  for 
the  pumps,  less  than  three  times  the  quantity  of  water  that  can  ever 
be  required  to  supply  ten  miles  of  canal ;  and  at  the  fourth  site,  which 
is  the  upper  one,  there  is  always  an  excess  of  water,  although  not  as 
great  as  at  the  sites  lower  down  the  river.  As  the  distance  from 
Cumberland  increases,  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  river  also  increas- 
es, with  every  additional  stream  that  enters  ;  for  instance,  at  the  South 
branch,  20  miles  below  Cumberland,  there  was  three  times  the  quan- 
tity of  water  in  the  Potomac,  in  the  extreme  drought  of  1838,  that 
there  was  at  Cumberland. 

Another  advantage  that  would  result  from  obtaining  the  deficiency 
of  water  at  four  points  in  place  of  one,  is  that  in  case  of  a  breach  on 
either  of  the  upper  divisions,  all  the  other  divisions  can  be  kept  full 
«nd  in  readiness  for  a  resumption  of  navigation  as  soon  as  the  breach 
is  repaired ;  whereas  otherwise,  all  the  divisions  below  the  breach 
would  be  cut  off  from  their  supply  of  water  during  the  repair,  and  be 
draining  off"  by  leakage  and  filtration,  and  might  thus  be  put  in  such 
condition  as  to  require  much  time  for  refilling. 

The  firtt  point,  below  Cumberland,  at  which  I  propose  placing  an 
engine,  is  immediately  below  lock  No.  72,  not  far  above  ratterson's 
creek. 
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The  second  point  is  directly  below  lock  No.  68,  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  South  branch. 

The  third  is  immediately  below  lock  No.  61,  about  two  miles  bekv 
the  tunnel* 

And  the  fourth  point  is  just  below  lock  No.  58,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Fifteen  Mile  creek. 

It  happens  favorably  for  this  plan  of  obtaining  water,  that  the 
levels  into  which  the  water  will  be  delivered  by  the  pumps  are  all  of 
great  capacity  and  of  large  water  surface,  which  will  allow  of  occar 
sional  interruption  or  cessation  of  the  working  of  the  pumps  for  slight 
repairs,  without  interfering  with  the  navigation ;  and  as  there  will  be 
a  large  portion  of  each  year  when  the  machinery  will  not  be  at  all  in 
use,  none  other  than  slight  repairs  ought  ever  to  be  required  during 
the  dry  season  of  the  year ;  and  to  guard  still  further  against  any  inter- 
ruption to  the  navigation  while  repairs  are  making,  there  may  be  at 
each  station  two,  three,  or  even  more  smaller  pumps,  in  place  of  one 
large  one,  which  would  admit  of  the  others  continuing  in  operation, 
while  any  one  of  them  is  stopped  for  repairs. 

The  following  table  shews  the  length  of  each  division,  the  elevation 
that  the  water  is  to  be  raised  at  each  point  where  an  engine  is  sta- 
tioned, the  cubic  contents  and  area  of  water  surface  of  each  division 
when  filled  to  the  full  depth  of  six  feet;  also,  the  length  of  each  level 
of  the  canal  into  which  tne  water  is  to  be  delivered,  and  the  cchk 
contents  and  area  of  water  surface  of  each  of  these  levels* 
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The  power  and  capacity  of  the  engines  and  pumps  should  be,  in 
my  opinion,  sufficient  to  secure  an  average  delivery  of  at  least  1,500 
cubic  feet  at  each  point,  or  6,000  cubic  feet  at  the  four  points  per 
minute,  night  and  day,  and  for  a  continuous  period  of  not  less  than 
four  months  each  year.  Pumps  of  somewhat  less  capacity  might 
answer,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  slate  portions  of  the 
canal  are  becoming  tighter,  and  will  ultimately  require  much  less  wa- 
ter than  they  do  at  present;  but  as  the  arrangements  and  machinery 
for  obtaining  any  less  quantity  of  water  that  we  might  now  reasonably 
and  safely  calculate  upon,  as  being  sufficient  at  all  times  and  in  all 
seasons,  anil  for  a  maximum  trade  to  supply  the  canal,  would  not  be 
much  less  costly  than  those  that  would  furnish  the  quantity  above  pro- 
rosed,  I  think  it  by  all  means  advisable  that  the  larger  quantity  should 
>e  provided  for.  Besides,  there  is  an  advantage  in  having  machinery 
competent  to  deliver  into  the  canal  considerably  more  water  than  is 
just  equal  to  the  loss  from  leakage,  and  filtration  and  lockage — as  it 
mav  occasionally  occur  during  the  dry  season,  that  a  level  lias  to  be 
drawn  down  and  subsequently  refilled  ;  and  wherever  this  happens, 
bv  having  the  excess  of  water  that  machinery  of  the  capacity  propos- 
ed would  furnish,  such  refilling  could  be  soon  accomplished,  and  there 
would  be  but  little  time  lost  to  the  navigation. 

The  cost  of  the  machinery,  fixtures  and  other  works  necessary  for 
obtaining  the  quantity  of  water  proposed,  will  depend  upon  the  kind 
of  engine  and  pumps  that  may  be  adopted  for  raising  the  water.    I 
am  not  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  present  an  accurate  estimate  of  this 
com,  nor  ha\e  I  yet   even  decided  in   my  own  mind,  what  particular 
kind  \A'  engine  and  pumps  I  would  recommend  for  adoption.     Steps, 
however,  have  been  taken  for  obtaining  immediately  all  the  informa- 
tion neeessarv   ior  arriving  at  a  correct  decision  upon  this  point,  and 
to  the   making  of  accurate  estimates  of  cost.     If  a  committee  were 
appointed   with  authority,  subject  to  the*  approval  of  the  board,  to 
adopt  Mieh   plan  of  machinery,  &c.  as  might  be  found,    upon  further 
examination  and   investigation,  best,  suited  to  the  purpose,  and  to  ar- 
i.ui;»e  tor  \\<  const  met  ion,  time  might  be  saved,  and  it  might  be  prae- 
ih  .ihle  tlii-,  -eason  to  have1  one  or  more  of  the  engines  in  operation. 

Imoni  the  information  I  already  have  upon  the  subject,  there  is  rea- 
.-oii  to  think  that  the  engines  and  pumps  at  the  four  stations  may  all 
be  i  on- ii ueted  and  put  in  operation  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $S4,000; 
.iihl  ii  m. iv  be  louud  that,  s  (iO.000  is  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  that 

I  ■  ilf    in  (I. 

Tin-  i  o  i  nf  working  tin1  pumps  per  annum  also  depends  somewhat 
upon  the  Kind  thai  mav  he.  adopted,  and  it  materially  will  depend 
upon  die  Ifii-ih  t»l"  time  each  year  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep 

l  In  in  i  ii  opf  i  alion. 

Tin  if  w  ill  be  wars,  as  alreadv  stated,  when  the  Cumberland  feeder 
!■•  .iiliqu.iic  to  supply  the  entire  fifty  miles  of  canal  down  to  dam 
■No  «•  In  Mich  a  year  there  will  be  little  or  no  expense,  except  the 
■  mi  !•  i  upon  their  cost,  chargeable  upon  the  pumps.  There  will  be 
oilu  i  N  .his  when  that  feeder  will  supply  all  but  ten  miles  of  the  fifty, 
lu  *ii«  h  a  reason  there  will  be  occasion  to  work  only  one  of  the  engines 
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and  pumps  for  one,  two  or  more  months,  while  the  deficiency  of  wa- 
ter continues.  In  some  years  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  only  two 
engines  and  pumps  in  operation  ;  in  some  three,  and  in  others,  four 
engines  and  pumps;  ana,  again,  in  one  season  the  continuance  of  the 
deficiency  of  water  may  be  for  only  one  or  two  months — in  another  it 
may  be  for  three  or  four  months.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  im- 
possible now  to  say  what  the  average  expense  per  annum  of  work- 
iDg  the  pumps  will  be.  Of  one  thing,  however,  I  feel  confident,  and 
that  is,  that  the  interest  of  the  cost  ot  constructing  and  putting  in  ope- 
ration the  engines  and  pumps,  added  to  the  average  cost  of  working 
them  per  annum,  will  not  exceed  the  interest  in  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  South  branch  feeder  added  to  the  average  cost  of  its 
maintenance  per  annum.  Before  the  arrangements  are  finally  con- 
cluded I  shall  be  able  to  speak  somewhat  more  definitely  upon  this 
subject ;  but  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  it  must  be  apparent  that 
perfect  certainty  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  impossible. 

The  plan  of  feeding  the  canal  above  dam  No.  G,  heretofore  thought 
of,  looked  to  the  construction,  ultimately,  of  two  intermediate  feeders 
between  that  dam  and  Cumberland,  viz :  the  South  branch  feeder 
and  a  dam  (No.  7)  across  the  Potomac,  with  a  feeder  from  it,  of  some 
three  miles  in  length,  that  would  enter  the  canal  a  short  distance  be- 
low the  tunnel.  The  latter  feeder,  it  has  been  thought,  would  not  be 
required  for  many  years ;  but  whenever  it  should  be,  (supposing  this 
plan  of  feeding  the  canal  adhered  to,  as  its  cost  would  be  fully  equal 
to  that  of  the  South  branch  feeder,)  it  would  be  found  that  this  plan  of 
supplying  the  canal  with  water  was  far  more  expensive  and  costly 
than  that  now  recommended — as  engines  and  pumps  of  the  power 
and  capacity  above  proposed  would  furnish  more  water  to  the  canal 
at  the  points  where  the  deficiency  will  exist  than  both  those  feeders. 

There  is  another  advantage  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  obtaining  water 
by  pumps.  The  two  intermediate  feeders,  just  spoken  of,  from  the 
South  branch,  and  at  dam  No.  7,  would  leave  at  all  times  18.14  miles 
of  the  canal  dependent  upon  the  Cumberland  feeder,  whereas,  upon 
the  plan  now  proposed,  only  ten  miles  would  be  thus  left  dependent. 
This  is  a  very  important  advantage,  as  all  the  lockage  water  for  boats 
leaving  and  arriving  at  Cumberland  has  to  be  obtained  from  the 
feeder  at  that  place,  leaving  for  the  other  feeders  below,  so  far  as  these 
boats  are  concerned,  no  duty  to  perform. 

I  think  it  decidedly  for  the  interest  of  the  company,  if  the  means 
can  be  obtained,  that  all  four  of  the  engines  ana  pumps  should  at 
once  be  taken  in  hand  and  be  put  in  readiness  for  operation.  But,  if 
means  cannot  readily  be  obtained  for  the  four,  I  think  no  effort  should 
be  left  untried  to  have  at  least  two  of  them  put  up  at  as  early  a  day 
as  practicable. 

With  two  engines  in  readiness  for  operation,  the  probability  of  there 
being  a  deficiency  of  water  this  season  would  be  greatly  lessened. 
Another  season,  however,  I  do  not  think  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  having  provision  made  for  supplying  the  canal  with  water  to 
the  full  extent  above  recommended. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  tbe  engines  and  buildings  ntay 
be  so  constructed  that  during  those  portions  of  the  year  when  they 
are  not  required  for  the  company's  purposes,  they  may  be  rented  and 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


CHARLES  B.  FISK, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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[B.] 

Total  Expenses  of  the   Chesapeake-  and  Ohio   Canal  Company  from  the  1st  of 

January  to  31st  of  May  1851. 


1861 — January, 
February, 
March  | 
April, 
May, 


Add: 


2247  55 
391  12 


91638  67 


Pay  of  officers, 
Interest, 

Postages, 

Law  expenses,  including  standing  counsel, 

Contingent  expenses, 


o 

I 

I 


4664  28 
3786  68 
5000  45 
4151  75 
3846  03 


9 
•a 

t 

is 


3 


2951  77 
5003  90 
3088  00 
2648  35 
2841  83 


21449  19  1  16533  85 


1512  42 
1512  45 
1529  28 
1551  63 
1545  80 


1,368  00 

53,557  63 

49  67 

82  16 

303  40 


i 

bO 


9128  47 
10303  03 
10865  28 

8351  73 

8624  78 


7651  58  I  47273  29 


55,360  86 
$102,634  15 


Treasurer's  Office,  Frederick,  June  4, 1851. 


L.  J.  BRENGLE, 
Treasurer  and  Accounts  C.  ft  O.  C.  Co. 
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DISMAL  SWAMP  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company, 
Norfolk,  Oct.  22d,  1851. 

W.  R.  Drinkard, 

Sec'y  to  Board  Public  Works. 

Sib, 

I  herewith  enclose  the  documents  (#A  to  E)  called  for  by  your 
circular  received  at  this  office  on  the  3d  inst.,  which  will  be  found  to 
embrace  the  operations  of  this  company  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
with  the  30th  of  September. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JAMES  CORMICK, 

Preit  D.  S.  C.  Co. 


[A.] 


Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Com- 
pany to  ike  Board  of  Public  Works. 

The  directors  of  this  company  herewith  enclose  such  documents 
marked  (A  to  E)  as  in  their  judgment  will  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  circular  received  at  this  office  on  the  3d  inst.,  from  W.  R. 
Drinkard,  secretary  to  the  Board  of  public  works.  In  presenting  the 
general  condition  of  their  company  with  the  enclosed  documents,  the 
directors  deem  it  entirely  sufficient  to  say  that  the  important  improve- 
ments which  had  just  been  completed  at  the  time  of  their  last  annual 
report  have  answered  their  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  have 

S  roved  amply  sufficient  to  discharge  the  surplus  water  of  the  heaviest 
oods  that  nave  ever  visited  those  works,  and  that  the  increased  num- 
ber of  recesses,  and  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  canal  when  emp- 
tied last  fall,  have  given  every  facility  to  navigation  upon  the  canal 
that  can  be  reasonably  desired  or  expected.  Although  the  summer 
and  fall  have  been  unusually  dry,  no  detention  or  obstruction  of  navi- 
gation has  been  at  any  time  experienced. 

This  work,  like  all  others  of  a  similar  character,  is  subject  to  great 
annual  expense  in  repairing,  natural  decay,  keeping  up  embankments 
and  turnpike  road,  (on  the  eastern  side,)  as  it  is  a  welt  known  fact  to 

*  A.  Report  of  the  president  and  directors. 

B.  State  of  the  company's  affaire, 

C.  Receipts  and  expenditures  and  list  of  officers  and  servants,  and  their  salaries. 

D.  List  of  stockholders. 

E.  Produce  passing  through  the  canal,  and  tolls  collected. 
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most  of  the  members  of  your  board  that  earth  for  this  purpose  has  to 
be  lightered  from  a  distance  of  several  miles,  as  no  such  material  can 
be  obtained  in  the  Dismal  swamp  along  the  line  of  the  canal. 

A  rapid  and  cursory  enumeration  of  some  of  our  operations  will 
give  a  good  idea  of  the  whole,  viz :  at  Gilmerton  piles  have  been 
driven  and  a  bridge  constructed  80  feet  long  outside  the  locks,  at  the 
same  point  a  number  of  piles  have  been  driven  to  secure  the  wharf- 
ing,  and  many  more  at  the  Deep  Creek  locks.  We  have  used  the 
spare  gates  to  change  and'rehang  the  gates  at  Gilmerton  to  guard 
against  the  ravages  of  worms,  from  which  the  works  have  in  former 
times  severely  suffered.  All  of  the  draw  dridges,  the  levers  to  all  thS" 
lock  gates,  and  the  upper  works  of  the  waste  weirs  have  been  tho- 
roughly painted ;  mucn  of  the  wharfing  near  the  villages  of  Deep 
Creek  and  South  Mills  has  been  renewed  and  the  banks  strength- 
ened ;  many  shoals  have  been  dredged  out,  and  four  new  sets  of 
gates  and  levers  have  been  constructed  and  hung  during*  the  past 
year,  so  that  all  the  gates  have  been  renewed  in  the  last  two  or  three 
years. 

We  would  state  that  the  tolls  will  fall  short  of  our  expectation, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  short  crop  of  corn  in  North  Carolina :  last 
year  1 ,315,142  bushels  passed  through  the  canal,  but  this  year  only 
1341,632  bushels.  There  was  also  a  short  quantity  of  fish  in  North 
Carolina  this  year,  viz :  30,149  barrels.  For  several  previous  years, 
from  39,000  to  47,000  thousand  barrels  passed  through  the  canal 
Fish  and  corn  are  two  of  the  great  staples  from  which  tolls  are 
derived. 

There  is  one  subject  of  deep  importance  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  navigation  of  the  canal,  to  which  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  board. 

The  Pasquotank  river  is  the  southern  outlet  of  the  canal,  and  for 
the  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  is  crooked  beyond  all  description, 
and  so  narrow  and  full  of  snags  and  shoals  as  to  be  one  of  the  most 
vexatious  causes  of  complaint  from  all  who  navigate  this  river  and 
enter  the  canal. 

From  a  recent  examination  it  appears  that  this  tedious  and  labo- 
rious route  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  can  only  be  avoided  by  cutting 
three  and  a  half  miles  across  the  land,  from  a  point  below  and  near 
the  south  locks  to  a  point  below  on  said  river.  This  cut  will  be 
through  a  dense  cypress  swamp,  which  is  inundated  a  greater  portion 
of  the  year. 

It  must  be  made  at  considerable  cost  and  of  sufficient  depth  and 
wiclth  for  vessels  to  pass  each  other  at  all  stages  of  the  water,  which 
is  frequently  elevated  or  depressed  at  least  two  feet  by  the  operation 
of  the  winds.  This  great  improvement  has  for  several  years  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  directors,  but  they  knew  it  would  be  attended  by 
great  cost ;  and  they  have  been  moreover  constrained  to  apply  their 
resources  to  objects  within  the  immediate  limits  of  the  company's 
works,  hoping  that  the  general  or  state  governments  would  improve 
the  river  navigation. 

The  directors  confidently  believe  that  this  improvement 


:u 


[Doc.  No.  18.]  285 

utmost  importance  to  the  trade  of  the  canal  and  to  the  com- 
l  and  agricultural  community.  If  neither  the  state  nor  general 
nent  will  do  it,  wc  are  confident  that  the  company  must  apply 
\vn  resources  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object  at  no  very  distant 

inclusion,  the  directory  will  add,  that  the  works  of  the  company 
such  order  as  to  invite  the  personal  inspection  of  the  members 
Board  of  public  works  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

>ectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  CORMICK,  Pres't, 
GEORGE  McINTOSH, 
HENRY  B.  REARDON, 
RICH'D  DICKSON, 
JOHN  TUNIS. 
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[A.] 

State  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company  on  the  30th  September  1851. 


Capital  stock  paid  in,  viz : 
By  the  state  of  Virginia,  760  shares, 
By  the  United  States,       800    " 
By  individual*,  384    " 

Par  $  250.         1944 
Due  by  the  company : 
To  W.  B.  Seidell's  estate,  for  funded  loan,  redeem- 
able 15th  May  1852, 
To  the  United  States  for  dividends,  dec,  in  account, 

To  dividends  unclaimed,  viz : 
Amount  from  the  commencement,    - 
"      paid  " 


170,100  00 
168,437  50 


Contingent  fund,  for  contingencies: 
Amount  of  profits  transferred  from  the  year  1850, 
Amount,  less  supplied  to  cover  improvements, 

Profit  and  loss : 
Balance  on  30th  September  1850, 
Surveying  compass  sold, 

To  dividend  No.  8,  5  per  cent  declared  Nov.  18th. 
To  transfer  to  contingent  fund  Sept  30,  1851, 


Amount  of  tolls  12  months, 
To  current  expenses,    - 
General  expenditures, 
Discount  and  interest, 
Balance  or  nett  profit  12  months, 


24,300  00 
19,242  21 


190,000  00 

200,000  00 

96,000  00 


5,009  13 

4,705  91 

750  00 

247  12 


15,000  00 
9,470  13 


1,662  50 


19,242  21 
1,461  20 


43,522  21 
20  00 


$  43,542  21   43,542  21 


40,712  16 


$  40,712  16      40,712  16 


486,000  00 


26,132  63 


17,781  01 


30,247  12 
£560,16076 


J 
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[B.] 

The  Company's  Canal  and  Appurtenances. 


t  of  the  whole  work  up  to  30th  Sept  1844,    1,112,323  71 


1  improvements  since,  to  30th  Sept.  1851, 
Cost  from  commencement. 
Deduct  income  up  to  the  30th  Sept.  1844, 
received  from  the  U.  S.         37,012  73 
supplied  from  con't  fund,         1,461  20 


Income  from  commencement, 
8tand  to  the  company, 
ll  estate  purchased,  the  title  to  which  is  not 
iDy  acquired, 

ostment  of  surplus  funds  in  11  Virginia  state 
ends,  bearing  intereHt  at  5£  per  cent  of 
}1,000  each, 
Doe  to  the  company  in  available  funds : 
die  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk, 
Bank  of  Virginia,  " 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,         " 
Collector  of  tolls, 
Cash  account, 


38,473  93 
592,323  71 


38,473  93 


11,000  00 


1,150,797  64 


630,797  64 


cost 


520,000  00 
176  30 

10,084  00 


12,995  87 

24  69 

15,584  31 

1,286  61 

8  78 

29,900  46 
1 560,160  76 

i 

I  ■■ 
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[C] 

Operations  of  the  Company  during  the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 


Balance  on  hand  30th  September  I860, 

Receipts  since : 
From  tolls  twelve  months,  -       40,712  16 

From  United  States,  dividend  No.  8  credited  in  ac- 
count,      .... 
From  sale  of  compass,    - 


Expenditures  since : 
Amount  paid  for  keeping  canals  in  order, 
Amount  paid  for  salaries,  wages,  &c. : 

For  president,     twelve  months, 

For  treasurer, 

For  manager, 

For  collector  of  tolls, 

For  assistant 

For  two  lock-keepers,  "    at  $300, 

For  one  lock-keeper,    " 

For  four  lock-keepers,  "    at  $180, 

For  one  lock-keeper,    " 

For  one  lock-keeper,    " 

For  one  keeper  of  culvert, 

For  two  assistant  lock-keepen,  at  $120, 

For  one 


u 


<4 


u 


it 


li 


Paid  for  incidental  expenses, 

Dividends, 

Improvements, 

Interest. 

United  States  dividend  No.  7, 

J  per  cent  on  $  9,000  for  specie, 


Amount  of  available  funds, 


10,000  00 
20  00 


750  00 
200  00 
600  00 
750  00 
250  00 
GOO  00 
240  00 
720  00 
168  00 
144  00 
30  00 
240  00 
108  00 

4,800  00 
209  13 


24,949  47 


50,732  16 


4,705  91 


5,009  13 

24,103  75 

2,167  38 

750  00 

9,000  00 

45  00 


75,681  63 


45,781  17 

$29,900  46 


Office  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Co.,  Sept.  30,  1851. 


A.  FERET, 


J 
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[E.] 

Tolls  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  Road,  received  at  the  Toll  Office  of  the 

Company. 

DISMAL  SWAMP  CANAL. 


INWARD. 


3,298 
30,149 
32.883 

206 

4 

266 

1,799 

855 

341,632 

113,497 

22,346 

537 

5,913 

8,788 


i< 


41 


tl 


it 


199,911 

383,762 

364,030 

8,834,660 

460,800 

3,514,540 

4,449.610 

35,945,610 

30,140 

25.800 

1,000 

204,930 

4,988 


bales  cotton,  at  20  cents, 
bbls.  fish,  at  6J  cents, 
"    naval  stores,  at  6*i  cents, 
"    spts.  turpentine,  at  12£  cents, 
"    flour,  at  10  cents, 
11    spirits,  at  12£  cents, 
cwt.  bacon,  at  3  cents, 
kegs  lard,  at  3  cents, 
bushels  corn,  at  }  cent, 

wheat,  at  1£  cent, 
peas,  at  1  cent, 
beans,  at  1£  cent, 
flaxseed,  at  1£  cent, 
potatoes,  at }  cent, 
Sundries, 

No.  1— Total  inward  toll, 


LUMBER. 

cubic  feet  timber,  at  }  cent, 

"  plank  and  scantling,  at  1  cent, 

pipe  staves,  at  $1, 
hhd.      "      at  75  cents, 
bbl.      "      at  75  cents, 
long  shingles,  at  70  cents,    - 
two  feet  shingles,  at  37  cents, 
building  shingles,  at  15  cents, 
garden  pales,  at  70  cents, 
fence  rails,  at  $  2, 
coopers'  bolts,  at  $  5, 

"         staves,  at  70  cents, 
cords  of  wood,  at  12J  cents, 
Sundries, 

No.  2— Total  lumber  toll, 


659  60 

1,884  31 

2,055  19 

25  75 

40 

33  25 

53  97 

25  65 

2,562  24 

1,702  45 

223  46 

8  05 

88  70 

65  91 

200  78 

$9,589  71 

1,499  33 

3,837  62 

564  03 

6,626  00 

345  60 

2,460  18 

1,646  35 

5,391  84 

31  10 

51  60 

5  00 

143  45 

623  50 

106  67 

$23,322  27 

OUTWARD. 


44 

4,056 

3,384 

9,304 

555 

384 

102 

678 

130 

1,008 

147 

1,337 

17,511 

1,558 


qr.  casks  of  wine,  at  28  cents, 
bbls.  spirits,  at  12£  cento, 


<t 


a 


Sork,  at  12^  cento, 
01 


ur,  at  10  cents, 

fish,  at  6£  cents, 

bread,  at  6£  cents, 

beer  and  cider,  at  8  cents, 

sugar,  at  12£  cents, 
hhds.    "    at  50  cents, 

molasses,  at  32  cents,     • 

spirits,  at  50  cents, 
bags  coffee,  at  8  cents, 
cubic  feet  dry  goods,  at  3  cents, 
boxes  hats  and  shoes,  at  12J  cento, 

37 


it 


a 


a 


a 


11 


(i 


12  32 

507  00 

423  00 

930  40 

34  69 

24  00 

8  16 

84  75 

65  00 

322  56 

73  50 

106  96 

525  33 

194  75 

V 


:■?'' 


-• 


Doc.  No^lft) 


1,237 

1,389 
185 
211 
230 

3,480 

63,727 

134 

534 

2,469 


boxes  loap  and  candles,  at  2  cents, 
kegs  of  nails,  at  4  cents, 
"    powder,  at  4  cents, 
crates  ware,  at  25  cents, 
casks  cheese,  at  8  cents, 

"    lime,  at  6J  cents, 
bushels  salt,  at  1  cent, 
5-20  tons  iron,  at  70  cents, 
boxes  tobacco,  at  8  cents, 
tons        "       at  20  cents, 
Sundries, 


--  ./ 


No.  3— Total  outward  tolls, 


NORTHWEST    CANAL. 


! 


35 

48,265 

77 

18 

59 

102 

60.606 

4,552 

806,560 

118,750 

262,600 

289,600 

781,670 

18,640 

1.200 

10.580 

2,437 


INWARD. 


bbls.  fish,  at  24  cents, 
bushels  corn,  at  i  cent, 

"      wheat,  at  J  cent, 

"      peas,  at  i  cent, 

"      flaxseed,  at  A  cent, 

"      potatoes,  at  J  cent, 
cubic  feet  timber,  at  J  cent, 

41        plank  and  scantling,  at  }  cent, 
hhds.  staves,  at  25  cents, 
bbls.  at  25  cents, 
long  shingles,  at  23$  cents, 
4wo  feet  shingles,  at  12}  cents, 
building        "    at  5  cents, 
garden  pales,  23}  cents, 
fence  rails,  at  62}  cents, 
coopers'  staves,  at  23}  cents, 
cords  of  wood,  at  4 1-6  cents, 
Sundries, 


Total  inward  toll, 


OUTWARD. 


191 

246 

326 
36 
41 
23 
36 

690 
27 
42 
49 
12 

115 

1,615 

2 

15 


bbls.  spirits,  at  4  1-6  cents, 

"     pork,  at      "  " 

"    flour,  at  3}  cents, 

"     bread,  at  2£  cents, 

"    sugar,  at  4  1-6  cents, 
hhds.  molasses,  at  11  cents, 
bags  coffee,  at  2§  cents, 
cubic  feet  dry  goods,  at  1  cent, 
boxes  bats  and  shoes,  at  4  1-6  cents, 

"    soap  and  candles,  at  f  cent, 
kegs  nails,  at  1 J  cent, 
casks  cheese,  at  2f  cents, 

"    lime,  at  2  1-12  cents, 
bushels  salt,  at  }  cent, 
3-20  tons  iron,  at  23}  cents, 
boxes  tobacco,  at  2}  cents, 
Sundries, 

Total  outward  toll, 
Total  inward  toll, 


No.  5.    Total  Northwest  canal  tolls, 
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RECAPITULATION— Fiskal  year  1851. 

9..r>89  71 

1.  Inward  toll,                                                                         \  23.322  27 

2.  Lumber    "-"".-  5.5157  09 

3.  Outward  "-"".-  1.4104  00 

4.  Road         "                                   "                    "                    .                    .  H'JS  49 

5.  Northwest  canal  tolls, 


Total  amount  canal  tolls, 


$40  712  16 


LEROY  G.  EDWARDS 

Collector  of  Tolls  D.  S.  Canal  Co. 
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DRAGON  SWAMP  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

To  the  Board  of  P.  Works  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen, 

In  performing  the  duties  enjoined  on  us  by  the  legis- 
lature, we  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  an  entire  suspension  of 
the  operations  of  the  Dragon  swamp  navigation  for  some  years ;  that 
we  have  consequently  nothing  to  add  to  our  former  reports,  to  'which 
we  ask  a  reference. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  W.  FAUNTLEROY, 

President  D.  S.  N.  Co. 

Thos.  B.  Evans,  Treasurer. 
Nov.  27,  1851. 


GOOSE  CREEK  AND  LITTLE  RIVER  NAVIGATION 

COMPANY. 

Second  Annual   Report   of  the   President   and    Directors  of  the  Goose 

Creek  and  Little  River  Navigation  Company. 

To  the  Board  of  P.   Works  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of 
the  treasurer  of  this  company,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  its  fiscal  af- 
fairs up  to  30th  September  1851. 

Since  my  last  report  the  work  has  been  steadily  though  slowly  pro- 
secuted. It  would  have  been  completed  long  since  had  funds  been 
at  our  command  which  would  have  justified  putting  on  it  a  large  force. 
We  have  deemed  it  more  prudent  to  delay  its  completion  rather  than 
embarrass  the  company  by  urging  it  on  beyond  our  ability  to  meet 
our  engagements  with  the  contractor.  By  the  last  estimates  of  our 
engineer  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  contractor  will  by  this  time 
probably  reach  the  sum  of  $54,000.  A  reference  to  the  treasurer's 
report  will  shew  that  he  has  received  on  account  thereof  $  41,482  9L 
So  far  as  the  work  has  been  completed,  we  entertain  the  belief  that 
it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  similar  improvement  in  the  state.  Owing 
to  the  heavy  expenses  we  have  been  compelled  to  incur  in  order  to 
give  that  degree  of  strength  and  solidity  to  the  locks  and  dams  which 
was  deemed  indispensable  to  their  durability,  and  which  was  not  at- 
tainable under  the  original  plans  and  specifications,  we  shall  not  be 
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able  to  complete  the  entire  line  of  improvement  without  additional 
individual  subscriptions.  So  soon  as  our  engineer  shall  have  leisure  to 
prepare  a  correct  map  of  the  improvement,  a  copy  shall  be  forwarded 
to  tne  Board  of  public  works. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  directors. 

H.  B.  POWELL, 
President  G.  C.  If  L.  R.  N.  Co. 
Middleburg,  Oct.  3d,  1851. 


Return  of  the  Goose  Creek  and  Little  River  Navigation  Company,  from  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  Work  to  September  30th,  1851. 


Capital  stock,  (authorized  by  charter,)  $  100,000:* 

Subscribed  by  individuals  513  shares,  at  $  50  each,                   -  -           t25,660  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  769j  shares,  at  $  50  each,         -  -           £38,475  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  nnpaid,                     -  $8,105  37 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,                   -            -  5,403  58 
Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  the  commencement  to 
March  31st,  1849,  to  date,  for  salaries,  surveys,  constructions  and 

miscellaneous  expenses,                   -                          -  47,311  74 

Cash  on  hand  September  30th,  1851,  as  per  statement  below,  3,304  31 

$64,125  00     64,125  00 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  same  time. 

Tor  capital  stock — amount  received  from  individuals,  -  -         20,246  42 

"  "  •'  "  "    Board  public  works,  -        130,369  63 

Total  receipts,  50,616  05 

Deduct  disbursements,  viz : 

For  construction  of  work,  (to  contractor,)  -  -  41,482  91 

salaries  of  engineers  from  1849  to  date,  -  -  3,953  33 

salary  of  clerk  and  treasurer  for  two  years,  -  -  600  00 

expenses  of  surveys,  including  hire  of  hands  and  cost  of  in- 
struments, -  -  ...  762  54 
damages  to  Mavin's  and  Davis's  mills,                  -            -  400  00 
miscellaneous  expenses,            -                   ...  112  96 

47,304  74 

Balance  of  money  on  hand,  -  -  $3,304  31 

B.  P.  NOLAND,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
October  2d,  1851. 

*  Only  a  portion  of  the  capital  stock  authorized  bat  been  taken. 

1 1  bare  received  no  notice  that  the  Board  of  public  works  has  subscribed  for  more  than  600  shares— Jroi 
presuming  it  kits,  I  to  treat  it 

%  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  our  president's  last  draft  on  the  Board  of  publo  works  for  $3,008  85,  bat 
have  assumed  it  in  this  statement  to  be  paid. 
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GUYANDOTTE  NAVIGATION  CO. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS. 

To  tlie  President  and  Directors  of  Hie 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

In  addition  to  the  very  general  report  heretofere  pre- 
sented to  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  further  and  more  particu- 
lar report  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Guyandotte  river. 
Having  made  some  preliminary  arrangements,  the  company  was  or- 

Smized  and  commenced  operations  in  the  latter  part  of  June  last 
wing  to  the  want  of  facilities  in  the  country  for  such  an  enterprise, 
the  difficulties  in  procuring  mechanical  labor  and  reliable  workmen, 
and  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  provisions  in  that  particular  section, 
the  operations  of  the  company  were  not  only  considerably  retarded,  but 
rendered  more  expensive  in  the  commencement  than  they  would  ha?e 
been  under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  very  low  stage  of  water  in 
the  Guyandotte  during  the  summer,  while  it  favored  the  operations  of 
the  company  in  locating  their  locks,  at  the  same  time  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  raft  their  timber  from  the  most  favorable  points  up  the  ri- 
ver, where  it  would  have  been  procured  at  comparatively  cheaper 
rates,  and  made  it  neccssaiy  to  purchase  the  same  in  localities  nearest 
the  locks  and  dams,  whence  it  could  be  most  economically  drawn  by 
ox  teams  to  the  places  where  used. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  advert  to  these  facts  to  shew,  that  while  the 
works  have  been  prosecuted,  as  the  directors  hope,  with  diligence  and 
economy  satisfactory  to  the  Board  ©f  public  works,  yet  they  will  be 
found  to  have  been  somewhat  more  expensive  than  was  at  first  esti- 
mated by  the  company.     It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  not  only 
have  heavy  expenditures  been  incurred  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
above  referred  to,  but  in  addition  thereto  comparatively  large  sums 
have  been  expended  in  purchasing  tools,  cooking  utensils,  camp  furni- 
ture, teams,  wagons,  and  pile-drivers,  which  will  not  again  be  incur- 
red in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work.     It  is  also  proper  to  state, 
that  the  low  stage  of  the  river,  before  mentioned,  prevented  the  com- 
pany from  availing  themselves  of  transporting  materials  and  provi- 
sions by  water,  and  that  the  want  of  roads  rendered  this  also  an  im- 
portant item  of  expense.     In  this  connection,  also,  it  is  deemed  pro- 
per to  advert  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Gill  to  the  plan  of  constructing 
the  works,  adopted  by  the  directors.     The  unavoidable  delay  occa- 
sioned by  the  investigation  of  those  objections,  on  the  part  "of  the 
Board  of  public  works,  occasioned  great  inconvenience.     Besides  be- 
ing crippled  in  their  resources,  the  confidence  of  the  public  was  for  a 
while  shaken  in  the  success  of  their  enterprise,  and  the  directors  in 
consequence  subjected  to  the  mortification  of  being  deserted  by  many 
of  the  workmen  at  the  very  season  when  their  services  were  most 
profitable  to  the  company,  and  when  vexatious  delays  and  no  incon- 
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siderable  expenses  were  necessarily  incurred  in  recruiting  their  force. 
For  the  time,  also,  this  state  of  things  produced  a  partial  insubordina- 
tion among  the  laborers  who  remained,  and  weakened  the  influence  of 
the  superintendent  and  principal  workmen  over  those  under  their  im- 
mediate charge.  The  direct  loss  from  these  causes  was  by  no  means 
inconsiderable.  It  is  matter  of  satisfaction,  however,  that  the  course 
of  the  directors  has  been,  upon  due  consideration,  approved  by  the 
Board  of  public  works. 

In  prosecuting  the  works,  the  company  determined,  with  a  view  to 
economy,  expedition  and  fidelity  in  their  construction,  to  exercise  an 
immediate  control  over  them  instead  of  entrusting  them  under  con- 
tract to  others ;  they,  therefore,  engaged  the  services  of  Col.  Cyrus 
Moore,  who  is  also  one  of  the  stockholders,  to  take  the  general  agency 
and  oversight  of  the  works,  in  the  procurement  of  materials,  men  and 
supplies.  They  also  employed  Capt.  George  McDaniels  as  engineer, 
to  plan  and  supervise  the  execution  of  the  works.  Several  other  intel- 
ligent and  skillful  mechanics  were  employed  at  two  and  three  dollars 
per  day  to  take  the  special  charge  of  the  portions  of  the  work  allotted 
to  them. 

The  sites  selected  for  the  locks  and  dams  have  on  one  side  of  the 
stream  a  sand  bank,  with  an  intermixture  of  marl  or  clay ;  and  on  the 
other  a  rock  or  ledge,  affording  a  perfectly  secure  abutment  for  one 
end  of  the  dam.  In  every  instance  the  lock  is  located  on  the  weaker 
or  more  exposed  side  of  the  stream,  and  secured  by  substantial  piers 
with  sheet  piling  extending  into  the  bank  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  beg  leave  to  avail  myself  of  an 
extract  from  the  able  report  of  Col.  Charles  B.  Shaw,  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  public  works  in  October  last,  in  relation  to  the  works  in 
question : 

"  The  system  of  improvement  proposed  by  Mr.  Gill  contemplated 
stone  locks  one  hundred  feet  long  between  the  gates,  and  twenty  feet 
wide  with  a  lift  of  eight  feet ;  such  locks,  in  favorable  localities,  could 
be  built  for  his  estimate,  which  is  $  800  for  the  foot  lift.  The  best 
materials  on  the  Guyandotte  for  many  miles  from  its  mouth  is  a  fri- 
able sandstone,  easy  to  work,  and  consequently  not  very  durable. 

"  On  organizing  for  action,  it  became  evident  to  the  directors  of 
this  company  that  locks  of  that  small  size  would  be  insufficient  for 
the  passage  of  coal  barges  suitable  for  freighting  coal  to  Cincinnati ; 
the  Pittsburg  boats  being  from  120  to  140  feet  long,  and  carrying 
from  eight  to  ten  thousand  bushels. 

"  The  necessity  for  larger  locks,  the  scarcity  of  good  building  stone, 
and  the  abundance  of  oak  timber  of  excellent  quality,  induced  them 
to  substitute  larger  locks  of  wood.  The  form  and  construction  of  these 
I  will  presently  describe. 

"  The  dams  were  probably  such  as  were  contemplated  by  Mr. 
Gill,  some  of  them  only  being  higher  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber. They  are  substantial  crib  dams,  the  range  timbers  and  ties  be- 
ing sound  white  oak,  16  inches  in  diameter  at  the  small  end ;  ties  of 
the  same  large  dimensions  at  every  six  feet;  the  whole  well  framed 
together  and  secured  with  treenails  and  iron  bolts.    The  sheeting  it 
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of  three  inch  oak  plank,  with  tight  water-joints,  and  the  cribs  are 
compactly  tilled  with  large  and  small  stone.  On  hard  foundations 
the  lower  range  timbers  arc  bolted  down  to  the  rock  beneath  with  one 
inch  round  iron  bolts,  running  two  feet  into  the  rock,  the  lower  ends 
of  the  bolts  being  split  and  wedged  at  the  bottom  to  prevent  their 
drawing.  On  soli  foundations  a  range  of  bed  timbers  is  placed  at  a 
suitable  distance  below  the  bottom ;  upon  these  is  spiked  a  plank 
apron  to  receive  the  overfall  of  the  dam.  Sheet  piling  of  three-inch 
plank  is  driven  in  front  of  the  apron  to  hard  bottom,  so  as  lo  prevent 
the  undermining  of  the  dam  on  the  lower  side.  On  the  upper  side, 
whether  the  foundation  be  hard  or  soft,  the  plank  sheeting  is  driven 
down  to  hard  ground,  tongucd  and  grooved,  the  tongues  being  driven 
into  the  grooves.  All  the  plank  piling,  above  and  below  the  dam,  at 
the  heads  and  tails  of  the  locks  and  lock-bottoms,  aprons  and  lining 
of  the  chambers,  arc  of  three  iii'-h  oak  plank,  with  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  water  joints,  and  as  far  as  progressed  in,  are  substantially  and 
well  executed. 

"The  locks  are  one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  long  between  the 
gates,  and  twenty-six  feel  wide.     Afier  e>:e:ivation  of  the  pits,  lock- 
bottoms,  with  heavy  while-oak  bed  timbers,  are  laid  down,  covered 
with  three  inch  plank,  and  securely  piled  at  the  head  and  tail.    Square 
upright  posts  are  tenoned  into  the  bed  timbers  the  entire  length  of  the 
chambers,  and  to  them  is  affixed  the  plank  lining.     Externally,  to 
these  uprights  are  heavy  piers  for  their  support.     These  piers  are 
crib  work  of  live  tiers  of  range  timbers,  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the 
lock,  connected  like  the  dams,  with  tics  at  every  six  feet.     They  are 
perpendicular  next  the  lock  chambers,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
the  upright  posts,  the  latter  being  treenailed  to  them.     On   the  side 
next  the  river,  they  arc  perpendicular  lor  live  or  six  feet,  and  thence 
are  battened  to  the  top.     The  bottom  thickness  of  these  piers  (or  lock 
walls)  is  20  feet;  the  top  thickness  lo  feet.     They  are  filled  like  the 
dams,  with  stone,  and  are  to  be  coped  with  three  inch  plank,  water 
tight.     The  thickness  of  these  piers  rentiers  wings  unnecessary  on  the 
river  side ;  on  the  land  side,  wings  of  the  same  construction  are  ex- 
tended into  the  bank  and  secured  with  water-tight  sheet  piling  in 
such  manner  as  to  effectually  prevent  ths  water  from  cutting  around 
them.     All  percolation  of  water,  either  under  the  dams  or  locks,  or 
around  their  abutments  or  wings,  seems  to  be  provided  against.    The 
breast  of  the  locks  is  a  similar  crib  filled  with  stone,  and  sheet  piling 
above.     A  hollow  framed  chamber  on  a  level  with  the  upper  side  of 
the  breast  supports  the  mitre  sill  of  the  upper  gates.     This  chamber 
is  9  feet  wide,  and  extends  across  the  breadth  of  the  lock ;  it  is  well 
supported  below  on  four  rows  of  short  upright  posts,  and  communi- 
cates with  the  lock  chambers.     On  the  upper  side  it  is  planked  over, 
and  makes  one  surface  with  the  top  of  the  breast  wall. 

44  There  are  two  cast  iron  valves  in  this  floor,  next  to  the  recess, 
and  above  the  mitre  sill,  size  three  bv  four  feet.  There  are  also  three 
other  valves  in  each  leaf  of  the  upper  gates,  making  altogether  eight 
valves  for  filling  the  lock.  The  lower  gates  have  but  six  valves  ;  all 
these  are  turning  valves,  worked  with  wicket  rods  and  cranks.     The 
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ollow  quoins  are  of  wood.  The  quoin  and  toe  posts,  and  transoms, 
3  well  as  all  the  materials  for  the  wood  work  of  these  locks  and 
lams,  being  of  the  choicest  round  white  oak,  which  is  here 
ibundant." 

More  particular  information  of  the  location  and  the  present  condi- 
»n  of  the  works  will  now  be  given. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  1  are  one  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  mouth  of 
ihe  river,  with  the  lock  on  the  east  or  left  hand  bank,  as  jou  ascend 
the  stream.  The  bottom  of  the  rock  rests  upon  a  solid  concrete 
foundation,  and  is  about  on  a  level  with  the  bottom  of  the  channel  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guyandotte.  This  site  was  se- 
lected, both  because  the  foundation  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream  was 
firand  to  be  insecure,  and  because,  could  this  difficulty  have  been  ob- 
viated, the  cost  of  constructing  a  lock  and  dam  at  the  mouth  would 
probably  have  been  double  that  of  the  expense  of  the  same  at  the 
atte  selected.  It  is  presumed  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
open  a  channel  of  sufficient  depth  to  enter  the  lock  from  the  Ohio  at 
an  seasons,  when  there  is  sufficient  water  in  the  Guyandotte  above 
fcr  the  purpose  of  navigation. 

The  shore  pier  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  extending  some 
fcrty  feet  below  the  tail  of  the  lock.  It  is  to  be  twenty-three  feet  and 
eight  inches  high,  and  is  already  more  than  twenty-one  feet  high,  and 
fifed  with  stone.  It  is  of  sufficient  width  at  the  base  to  sustain  the 
lateral  pressure  of  the  bank,  and  increases  in  width  as  it  rises — the 
cross  ties  being  driven  into  the  bank,  and  the  whole  loaded  with  stone. 
At  the  head  of  the  lock,  this  pier  is  well  secured  by  strong  sheet 
piling,  with  tongued  and  grooved  three  inch  plank,  driven  in  a  line 
at  right  angles  with  the  pier  into  the  bank,  above  high  water  mark. 

The  stream  pier  is  of  the  same  length  with  the  former,  and  to  be  of 
the  same  height.  It  is  now  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  high,  and  filled  with 
alone.  The  chamber  of  the  lock  is  wholly  planked  at  the  bottom, 
and  on  the  sides  somewhat  more  than  half  way  up.  The  gates  are 
timed,  and  ready  to  be  put  in. 

The  dam  will  be  of  easy  construction,  the  foundation  being  good — 
partly  a  hard  concrete,  and  partly  a  rock  bottom.  It  will  be  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  from  the  outside  of  the  stream 
pier  to  the  western  bank,  which  is  a  solid  rock.  It  will  be  fourteen 
feet  high,  and  in  ordinary  stages  of  water,  with  about  ten  feet  head. 
Id  high  water  in  the  Ohio,  it  will  be  entirely  submerged.  The  timber 
br  the  dam  is  about  half  of  it  on  hand,  and  the  balance  can  easily  be 
procured  from  the  river  above,  or  from  the  immediate  vicinity. 

At  this  site  the  directors  have  secured  by  purchase,  of  Col.  Everett, 
br  the  use  of  the  company,  about  five  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side 
if  the  river,  between  the  Guyandotte  turnpike  and  tbe  river,  including 
me  acre  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  turnpike,  and  also  about  two 
icres  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  at  the  cost  of  four  hundred  and 
My  dollars.  This  is  regarded  by  the  directors  an  important  ac- 
|omtion. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  2  are  located  just  above  the  mouth  of  Mud  river, 
ind  at  the  village  of  Barboutsville,  the  county  seat.   The  site  is  about 
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seven  miles  from  the  Ohio,  and  Gve  miles  and  three-quarters  above 
lock  and  dam  No.  1. 

The  lock  is  here  to  be  on  the  west  or  right  hand  side  of  the  stream. 

On  the  opposite  side  is  a  rock  bank,  from  which,  by  blasting,  stone 
can  be  conveniently  obtained  for  loading  the  piers. 

The  dam  at  this  place,  outside  of  the  stream  pier,  will  be  about  200 
feet  long,  thirteen  feet  high,  and  with  nine  feet  head.  The  works  at 
this  place  have  not  been  commenced  yet,  it  having  been  deemed  expe- 
dient to  delay  them  for  a  while,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  the  pur- 
chase of  timber  and  plank.  These  have  recently  been  contracted  for 
at  reduced  prices,  which  fully  justifies  this  policy  of  the  company. 
They  will  be  forthwith  begun  and  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  directors  are  promised  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land,  at  this  site, 
for  the  uses  of  the  company,  without  charge,  and  will  take  immediate 
measures  to  secure  the  grant. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  3  are  located  at  the  site  of  Dusenberry's  mills, 
twelve  miles  and  three-quarters  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  be- 
tween six  and  seven  miles  above  lock  and  dam  No.  2.  This  lock  is 
on  the  west  orN right  hand  side  of  the  stream,  upon  a  rock  bed  which 
extends  entirely  across  the  river.  The  dam  is  now  thirteen  feet  high, 
and  built  in  the  firmest  manner,  and  can  be  raised  the  additional  three 
feet  with  comparatively  little  cost.  It  will  have  twelve  feet  bead. 
Its  length  is  208  feet  east  of  the  stream  pier.  On  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  at  this  place,  are  situate  the  mills  of  Mr.  Dusenberry ;  and  in 
order  to  secure  effectually  the  dam,  independent  of  the  bulkhead  of 
the  mills,  a  strong  pier,  twenty-eight  feet  long  and  sixteen  feet  wide, 
has  been  built  and  raised  above  high  water,  and  coped  with  heavy 
oak  plank. 

Tne  shore  pier  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  and  twenty  feet 
wide.  It  is  to  be  twenty-two  feet  high,  and  is  already  finished  at  the 
head  for  about  forty  feet,  while  at  the  lower  end  it  is  raised  about  half 
way,  and  filled  with  rock  throughout.  This  is  connected  to  the  bank 
at  the  head  by  a  wing  pier,  eighty  feet  long  and  twenty-eight  feet  wide 
at  the  bottom,  secured  by  strong  sheet  piling  four  inches  thick. 

The  stream  pier  is  of  the  same  length  as  the  former,  and  is  twenty 
feet  wide  at  the  top  and  bottom ;  it  is  now  some  fifteen  feet  high  and 
filled  with  stone.  The  lock  is  wholly  planked  at  the  bottom,  and  on 
the  sides  for  sixteen  feet  up.  All  the  timber  requisite  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  gates  is  got  out  and  ready  to  be  framed. 

At  this  site  the  directors  have  already  purchased  two  and  a  half 
acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  for  the  uses  of  the  company,  for  the 
semi  of  $150,  and  they  deem  it  necessary  to  make  a  further  acquisi- 
tion of  some  two  acres  of  Mr.  Dusenberry  on  the  west  side. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  4  are  located  about  twenty-four  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  nearly  twelve  miles  above  lock  and  dam  No. 
3.  The  lock  is  on  the  west  or  right  hand  side  of  the  river.  The 
dam  will  be  sixteen  feet  high,  with  twelve  feet  head,  and  is  already 
raised  thirteen  feet.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  a  solid  rock,  except 
about  twenty  feet,  which  has  been  well  secured  by  sheet  piling,  and 
an  apron  of  sufficient  length.    The  sheet  piling  here  is  of  four  inch 
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Elank.  The  shore  pier  will  be  twenty-four  feet  high,  and  is  already 
nished  at  the  upper  end  for  about  fifty  feet,  while  at  the  lower 
end  it  is  raised  half  that  height,  and  well  loaded  with  rock.  The 
stream  pier  is  of  the  same  height,  and  twenty  feet  wide.  It  is  now 
up  about  twenty  feet  at  the  heaa,  and  from  that  to  six  feet  at  the  lower 
end,  and  filled  with  rock.  These  piers  are  each  one  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  long.  The  lock  is  planked  at  the  bottom  entirely,  and  at 
the  sides  about  one-third  of  the  way  up. 

This  dam,  from  the  east  side  of  the  stream  pier  to  the  east  bank, 
is  only  one  hundred  feet  in  length ;  but  in  high  water  there  will  be  on 
the  east  bank  a  waste  way  thirty  or  forty  feet  wide  over  a  solid  ledge 
of  rock.  During  the  freshet  in  November  last,  owing  to  an  unseen 
defect  in  one  of  the  sheet  pilings,  the  water  forced  a  passage  round 
the  shore  pier  on  the  west  bank,  washing  out  a  channel  over  a  rock 
dipping  towards  the  bed  of  the  river,  in  width  about  seventy-five  feet 
This  accident,  which  at  first  threatened  great  injury  to  the  works  at 
this  place,  was  one  of  no  very  serious  consequence,  as  the  .damage 
sustained  thereby,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  only  about  one  thousand 
dollars.  A  wing  pier  will  have  to  be  built  extending  into  the  bank, 
which  may  be  thus  perfectly  secured.  The  directors  do  not  impute 
this  accident  to  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  those  having  charge  of  the 
works. 

Sufficient  lands  for  the  company's  use  are  being  negotiated  for  at 
this  place,  and  it  is  expected  will  be  secured  for  a  reasonable  amount 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  The  timber  is  on  hand  for  the  gates 
at  this  lock,  and  partly  dressed  ;  and  the  residue  of  the  timber  for  the 
dam  is  also  on  hand. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  5  are  located  at  the  upper  falls  of  the  Guyan- 
dotte,  nearly  thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Originally,  at 
this  place,  the  river  had  a  fall  of  about  ten  feet  perpendicular  over 
the  lower  end  of  a  rock  extending  entirely  across  the  bed  of  the 
stream.  This  rock  dipped  slightly  to  the  east  or  left  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  (luring  a  freshet  some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  the  river 
washed  away  the  left  bank,  opening  a  new  channel  along  the  east  side 
of  said  rock,  leaving  the  same,  in  ordinary  stages  of  water,  entirely 
above  the  surface  of  the  river. 

At  this  site,  the  lock  is  placed  in  the  present  channel  of  the  stream 
on  the  east  side. 

The  piers  at  this  place  are  of  the  same  length  with  the  former, 
already  described,  and  will  be  twenty-three  feet  high. 

The  shore  pier  is  up  at  the  bead,  and  about  ten  feet  high  at  the 
foot,  and  loaded  throughout  with  rock.  From  the  head  of  this,  there 
extends  a  winged  pier,  at  right  angles,  to  the  east  shore,  ninety  feet 
long  at  the  top,  ana  driven  into  the  bank,  and  well  secured  by  strong 
sheet  piling.  This  wing  pier  is  thirty  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and 
twenty-three  feet  at  the  top,  and  is  raised  some  forty  feet  high,  and 
is  above  high  water,  so  as  effectually  to  secure  the  bank  from  the 
action  of  the  water.  Great  pains  have  also  been  taken  for  the  same 
purpose,  by  brushing  and  graveling  the  bank  on  this  side  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  up  the  stream  above  the  pier. 
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stream  pier  is  up  to  the  required  height  at  the  head,  and  about 
t  at  the  foot,  and  is  also  well  loaded  with  stone.  From  t!ii* 
.uere  is  also  extended,  at  right  angles,  a  wing  pier,  about  seven- 
ive  feet,  entirely  across  the  present  channel  ot  the  stream,  and 
tting  against  the  rock  above  described,  which  formed  the  ancient 
of  the  river.  This  wing  is  twenty-eight  feet  wide  at  the  bottom, 
twenty-ibree  feet  at  the  top. 
^he  lock  at  this  place  is  wholly  planked  at  the  bottom,  and  at  the 

,  to  the  height  of  about  six  feet. 
_je  dam  extending  from  the  west  end  of  the  wing  pier,  above 
itioned,  across  the  said  rock,  will  be  two  hundred  feet  long,  anil 
ut  six  feet  high,  and  will  be  built  at  comparatively  small  expense, 
sidering  its  height,  and  the  convenience  of  its  construction  ova 
»      ?aid  table  rock. 

his  is  the  upper  dam  in  the  course  of  construction  by  the  conipa- 
and  it  will  render  the  stream  navigable  fur  somewhat   more  than 
7  the  distance  contemplated   in   their  charter.     It  is  the  design  of 
directors  to  finish   the  work  thus  far  during  die  ensuing  summer, 
j  then  lake  immediate  measures  for  the  further  extension  of  the 
works.     For  the  locks  except  No  2,   the  castings  are  all   provided 
and  paid  for;  and  considering  the  difficuhies  incident  to   the  com- 
mencement of  a  work  of  this  character,  which  have  been  already 
alluded  to,  the  directors  believe  th.it  this  portion  of  the  work  will  K 
more  expensive  than  the  upper  or  remaining  portion  of  the  improve- 
ment. 

Since  the  date  of  the  report,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  engineer 
has  been  necessarily  absent  from  the  works,  in  consequence  of  having 
received  a  severe  injury  in  one  of  his  legs.  The  superintendent,  in 
the  mean  lime,  during  the  winter,  has  kept  only  a  small  number  of 
hands  at  work,  sufficient,  however,  to  protect  ihem  from  injury. 
These  hands  have  been  mainly  employed  in  providing  timber  and 
blasting  rocks,  and  filling  in  the  piers.  The  engineer,  however,  ba> 
just  returned  to  the  service  of  the  company,  and,  in  conjunction  wilt 
the  superintendent,  will  vigorously  press  the  works  already  com- 
menced to  their  completion. 

In  relation  to  the  disbursements  of  the  company,  I  beg  leave  to 
lefer  to  the  statement  of  the  secretary,  already  presented,  and  which 
is  again  respectfully  submitted. 

The  item  of  $22-2:~>  for  damages,  in  that  statement,  includes  $  1500 
incurred  for  the  destruction  of  a  mill  and  mill  site,  between  locks  and 
dams  No-  4  and  No.  5.  It  is  believed  that  the  damages  ou  the  re- 
mainder of  the  line  will  be  very  small. 

Since  the  date  of  the  said  statement,  the  company  have  received 
from  the  individual  stockholders  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  all 
of  which  has  been  expended  in  part  payment  of  arrearages,  and  in 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  the  company  for  hands  employed 
during  the  winter,  and  for  their  subsistence.  This  8  0000,  added  to 
the  amount  exhibited  in  said  statement,  makes  an  aggregate  of 
$  43,553  53,  leaving  the  sum  of  $  31,44b"  42  remaining  of  the  present 
capital  of  the  company. 
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It  is  impossible  to  determine  at  this  time  precisely  the  cost  of  the 
works  already  commenced ;  but  it  is  confidently  believed  that  about 
three-fourths  of  the  expenses  have  been  incurred,  and  that  therefore 
the  whole  amount  will  fall  within  the  present  capital  of  the  company. 

With  respect  to  the  importance  of  this  improvement  to  the  country, 
there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt.  The  investment  of  capital  is 
developing  immense  stores  of  cannel  and  bituminous  coal  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Guyandotte,  as"well  as  the  rich  iron  ores  of  the  same  re*- 
gion,  and  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  every  department  of  industry.  The 
beautiful  and  extensive  forests  of  timber  will  be  cleared  off,  and  open 
the  whole  region  to  the  wool-growing  and  stock-raising  interests,  and 
thereby  introduce  other  and  profitable  industrial  pursuits.  The  navi- 
gation of  the  river  being  secured,  it  is  believed  that  the  salt  deposits 
in  this  valley  will  also  invite  the  investment  of  capital  in  the  manu- 
facture of  that  important  article,  and  yield  a  profitable  return.  For 
these  reasons,  among  others,  it  is  believed  that  the  capital  expended 
in  this  improvement  will  prove  a  safe  investment  for  the  state,  not 
only  as  yielding  a  good  interest,  but  more  especially  as  increasing  her 
revenue,  from  the  great  enhancement  of  the  real  estate  of  the  country. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  board  of  directors  have  not,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  the  engineer  and  assistant  superintendent, 
been  definitely  fixed,  owing  to  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  directors 
to  gain  an  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  thereto  from  the  stock- 
holders. This  has  not  yet  been  given.  These  salaries,  however, 
the  directors,  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  would  have  determined 
before  this,  but  for  want  of  a  quorum  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  two 
of  its  members  being  in  Richmond  and  one  in  New  York.  At  the  ear- 
liest moment,  however,  when  a  quorum  can  be  had,  the  matter  will  be 
adjusted,  the  directors  doubt  not,   to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

The  salary  of  the  said  assistant  superintendent  was  fixed  at  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  December 
last.  It  is  believed  that  the  like  expense  will  not  be  again  required, 
as  the  services  performed  by  him  can  be  hereafter  rendered  by  the 
secretary  of  the  company. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  believed,  that  with  the  experience  of  the  directors 
already  acquired,  and  with  prompt  co-operation  of  the  stockholders, 
the  works  already  commenced  may  be  fully  completed  during  the  en- 
suing summer,  and  profitable  contracts  made  for  the  supply  of  timber 
and  plank  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  improvement. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  behalf  of  the  board  of  directors. 

PETER  CLARK, 
Prest.  Guy.  Nuv.  Co. 

Guyandolte,  March  18lA,  1851. 


302                               [Doc.  No.  18.] 

Statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  tht   Guyandotte  Navigation 

Company,  referred  lots 

the  foregoing  Report,  made  Dee.  31, 

850. 

Capital  stock,  $75,000: 
Snbscrioed  by  individuals, 

30,000  W 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth, 

46,000  00 

Due  tha  treasurer  for  money  burrowed, 

S3  68 

on  book  account  for  sundries,       -                      *        •           * 

9,307  76 

Amount  of  common  ivltiIiIi'-j  mi  liscri  prion  unpaid, 

29,500  00 

"         individual                    •'                  "        - 

15,000  00 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  work  from  the  Com- 

mencement, June  10,  1850,  to  Dec.  31,  1850: 

For  outfitting,  including  niilr,  luuls,  shanties,  &c.  for  men,  and 

keening  in  working  order,                  ... 

4.298  91 

For  iron  and  steel,             .... 

1,P44  31 

feed  for  cattle,             .... 

1,022  98 

ffmbS"                       '.                  '■                  '■ 

453  42 

10.284  98 

labor,  including  salaries,  so  far  as  paid, 

4.765  37 

21,912  37 

damages,                        .... 

2,225  00 

$3421)1   34 

MM  u 
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SOS 


Receipts  and  Expenditures* 

or  capital  stock  received  from  individuals, 

or  "  "  the  Board  of  public  works. 

or  money  borrowed  from  treasurer, 

Total  receipts, 

Deduct  disbursements  : 
or  outfitting,  including  cattle,  tools,  shanties,  Ac.  for  men,  and 
keeping  in  working  order, 
or  feed  for  cattle, 

Iron  and  steel, 

Powder, 

Lumber, 

Provisions  for  men, 

Labor, 

On  account  of  damages, 

officers'  salaries, 

Total  disbursements, 


By  order  of  the  president  and  board  of  directors, 

(Signed,) 


tt 


m 

J  5,000  00 
22,500  00 

m 

53  58 

m 

* 

$  37,553  58 

and 

3,864  68 

831  71 

1,556  40 

453  42 

6,053  98 

4,387  58 

19,664  12 

50  00 

691  69 

• 

• 

$37,553  58 

D.  B.  TAYLOR,  Secretary 


Engineer's  salary  $1200  per  annum— paid  $100  per  month. 

Superintendent,    ) 

Treasurer,  >  Salaries  not  fixed. 

Secretary,  ) 


Officers. 

Peter  Clark,  president ;  Henry  M'Farlan,  Cyrus  Moore,  John  W. 
Hite,  Elisha  M'Comas,  James  H.  Ferguson,  directors ;  Charles  L. 
Roffe,  state's  proxy ;  Henry  H.  Miller,  treasurer ;  David  B.  Taylor, 
secretary ;  Cyrus  Moore,  superintendent  of  the  works ;  George 
M'Daniels,  chief  engineer. 
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JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  COMPANY. 

Office  Jas.  River  &  Kanawha  Co. 
Nov.  29th,  1S51. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Worh. 

The  stockholders  of  this  company  having  held  their 
annual  general  meeting,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  [be 
president's  annual  report,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  for  tbc 
use  of  the  board. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  scrv't, 

J.  Y.  MASON,  Fret. 

Jnmet  River  and  Kanawha  Co. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT  AND  DOCUMENTS. 

To  the  Stockholder!  of  Um  J  amen  River  ami  Kanawha  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

The  adjournment  of  your  last  general  meeting  took 
place  on  the  30ih  of  January  18-51.  On  the  1st  day  of  Februarys 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  of  [he  legislature  of 
Virginia,  "  requiring  the  president  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawb* 
company  to  inform  the  house,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  of  the  causes  of 
delay  in  the  complelion  of  the  canal  lo  the  town  of  Buchanan."  On 
the  4th  day  of  February  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  honor- 
able speaker  of  the  house,  giving  the  information  required.* 

Nothing  has  transpired  to  induce  me  to  change  the  opinions  express 
ed  in  my  communication.  On  the  31st  of  January  there  was  submit- 
ted to  the  house  of  delegates  a  resolution  directing  the  appointment  of 
a  special  committee  for  the  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  this  compa- 
ny in  the  particulars  specified,  which  was  adopted  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary. In  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  February  I  had  declared,  "I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  wishing  to  avoid  any  investigation  which 
the  house  of  delegates  may  be  pleased  to  institute.  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  that  honorable  body  to  object  to  its  jurisdiction  over  any 
subject  so  deeply  interesting  to  Virginia  as  I  regard  the  concerns  of  the 
James  river  and  Kanawha  company's  improvement  to  be,  and  too 
much  confidence  in  its  justice  to  doubt  that  honorable  fairness  will 
govern  its  enquiries,  and  that  truth  will  be  vindicated  by  its  conclu- 
sions." 

*  Theeo  document*  wore  printed  and  bonnd  with  (he  lut  report,  Ac 
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Acting  on  this  principle,  I  called  the  executive  committee  together, 
which  adopted  proceedings,  of  which  I  annex  a  copy.  [See  House 
Doc.  No.  71,  hereto  annexed.]  These  proceedings  were  subsequently 
confirmed  by  the  board,  and  will  satisfy  you,  I  trust,  that  although 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolutions  had  been  fully  considered  by 
the  stockholders  in  general  meeting,  every  facility  was  offered  to  the 
house  committee  in  making  the  investigation  required. 

It  will  not  be  considered  improper  for  me  to  state  that  I  was  not 
informed  of  the  time  or  place  of  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  had  no 
communication  from  it  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  chairman's  letter 
of  the  15th  of  February,  and  have  no  knowledge  of  its  proceedings 
and  conclusions  except  that  afforded  in  the  public  journals. 

I  communicate  herewith  House  Document  No.  71,  which  shews  the 
reports  from  the  committee  and  propositions  from  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, when  on  the  29th  of  March  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

T  make  this  proceeding  a  subject  of  my  report,  because  I  consider 
an  important  principle  affecting  the  company  involved,  and  because  I 
wish  the  stockholders  to  understand  the  course  which  I  deemed  it  mjr 
duty  to  pursue. 

The  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  is  duly  chartered  by  the 
legislature  of  Virginia.  The  state  owns  three-fifths  of  the  capital 
stock,  and  individuals  and  corporations  own  two-fifths.  The  charter 
prescribes  the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  state  as  a  stockholder  is 
entitled  in  the  general  meetings.  By  her  proxies  she  attends  and  ex- 
erts the  power  to  which  she  is  thus  entitled.  And  yet  I  have  not  ques- 
tioned the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  houses  of  the  general  assembly  to 
institute  an  examination  into  the  company's  concerns,  even  when  the 
same  subjects  have  been  investigated  and  acted  on  by  the  stockhold- 
ers with  the  aid  of  the  state's  proxies,  because  the  state  is  largely  in- 
terested in  the  work,  and  the  general  assembly  may  instruct  the  state 
proxies  as  to  their  course  in  casting  the  state's  vote  in  general  meet- 
ing, and  under  existing  relations  between  the  state  and  the  company, 
has  unquestionable  authority  to  legislate  in  regard  to  many  subjects 
of  vital  interest  to  the  company,  without  at  all  interfering  with  the 
charter.  I  am  persuaded,  therefore,  that  the  ready  recognition  of  the 
right  of  the  house  of  delegates  to  call  for  information  and  to  investi- 
gate the  affairs  of  the  company,  will  not  be  regarded  by  the  stock- 
holders as  a  surrender  of  any  right  of  theirs. 

I  propose  to  conform  to  usage,  and  arrange  the  subjects  of  this  re- 
port under  the  heads  of 

I.  The  condition  of  the  work. 
H.  The  state  of  the  finances. 

III.  Other  matters  of  interest  concerning  the  condition  and  future 
prospects  of  the  company. 

I.    THE    CONDITION   OF   THE    WORK. 

I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  giving  informa- 
tion of  the  "  operations  of  the  department  committed  to  his  charge," 
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rted  A.  I  commend  to  especial  consideration  die  detailed  infor- 
mation given  of  the  various  works  of  the  second  division  of  the  im- 
provement, extending  from  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan  and  to  the  griiti- 
lying  account  of  tho  condition  of  those  of  the  first  division,  extending 
from  Richmond  (o  Lynchburg. 

The  works  of  the  company  are : 

1.  The  Richmond  dock,  and  the  connection  of  the  basin  with  tide- 

water. 

2.  The  canal  from  Richmond  to  Lynchburg. 

3.  The  canal  from  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan. 

4.  Tho  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  and  ferry, 

5.  The  Kanawha  turnpike  road  and  river. 

6.  The  third  division  or  extension  of  water  line  from  Buchanan  to 

Covington. 

7.  The  Rivanna  and  Soutbside  connections. 

1.   The  Richmond  Dock  <uid  the    Tidewater  Connection. 

You  were  informed  in  my  last  report  that  it  would  be  indispcnsnble 
to  close  the  dock  in  the  construction  of  the  shin  lock.  This  was  done 
on  the  1st  May  1851.  No  revenue  has  been  received  from  this  source 
since,  nor  will  any  accrue  until  the  works  cslablishing  the  connection 
are  completed. 

The  receipts  during  the  fiscal  year,  -  4,485  -° 

Expense,  -  -  -  -  -  969  89 


Nett  revenue,  -  -  $  3,515  31 

The  works,  to  connect  the  canal  with  tidewater,  consist  of  a  series 
of  locks  and  basins,  extending  from  the  main  basin  of  the  canal  to  (lie 
upper  end  of  ihe  dock,  the  enlargement  and  extension  of  the  dock, 
and  a  ship  lock  connecting  the  dock  with  the  river  at  Rockettft 
These  works  are  all  in  progress,  and  their  speedy  completion  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  revenues  of  the  company,  the  business  of  the 
city  of  Richmond,  and  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  of 
the  lower  James  river.  It  will,  I  believe,  prove  of  great  value  in  con- 
tributing to  promote  a  direct  trade  between  the  waters  of  James  river 
and  foreign  countries,  and  in  establishing  the  commercial  independence 
of  Virginia.  The  hope  expressed  in  my  last  annual  report,  "  that  the 
connection  between  the  canal  and  tidewater  will  lie  completed  in  the 
year  1851,"  cannot  be  realized.  The  board  of  directors,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  company,  have  exerted  all  their  power  to  aid  and  compel 
the  contractors  to  the  completion  of  the  work,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  their  contracts.  The  report  of  the  chief  engineer  will  ex- 
plain the  causes  of  the  delay.  The  contractor  for  the  ship  lock  has 
nearly  all  his  materials  ready,  and  when  he  shall  have  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  laying  his  foundation,  the  work  will  progress  very  rapid- 
ly. The  narrow  limits  within  which  he  has  had  to  operate  in  laying 
ius  foundation  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  work  a  large  force. 
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The  other  works  on  this  connection  will  be  completed,  it  is  hoped, 
early  in  the  ensuing  season. 

Of  the  funds  appropriated  to  construction  of  these  works,  there  re- 
mained unexpended  on  this  object,  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
lars. This  sum  will  be  inadequate  to  their  completion.  The  actual 
cost  to  the  company,  of  this  part  of  its  improvement,  including  the 
purchase  and  enlargement  of  the  dock,  and  the  disbursements  for  the 
complete  construction  of  the  connecting  works,  after  deducting  in- 
come heretofore  received,  will  be  more  than  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars is  due  on  company's  bonds  guaranteed  by  the  state,  bearing  an 
annual  interest  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars,  which  is  a  charge  on 
the  general  income  of  the  company,  arising  from  the  finished  works. 
The  dock  and  tidewater  connection,  when  completed,  may  be  looked 
to  for  an  amount  of  revenue,  at  least  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  cost 
of  construction  and  of  purchase ;  thus  relieving  the  other  revenues  of 
the  company. 

The  great  importance  of  these  works,  their  heavy  cost  to  the  com- 
pany, and  the  urgent  necessity  of  deriving  revenue  from  them  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  will  constantly  induce  the  board  to  use  every 
exertion  to  complete  them. 

2.   The  Canal  from  Richmond  to  Lynchburg. 

The  experience  of  another  year  confirms  the  estimate  of  the  great 
value  of  this  section  of  the  company's  improvement,  and  strengthens 
the  confidence  in  its  stability.  No  breach  worth  reporting  has  occur- 
red during  the  yean.  The  repairs  of  defective  locks  have  been  systema- 
tically made,  without  any  serious  interruption  of  the  navigation  of  the 
canal — and  the  entire  line  may  now  be  regarded  as  in  better  condition 
than  at  any  time  since  it  was  put  into  use. 

The  construction  of  a  stone  dam  at  Maiden's  Adventure  was  let  to 
R.  L.  More  by  contract,  on  the  20th  of  December  1849.  Failing  to 
perform  the  stipulations  of  his  contract,  the  board  were  compelled  to 
abandon  it  in  the  month  of  May  1651 ;  and  having  received  no  satis- 
factory proposals,  it  has  been  determined  to  construct  the  dam  on 
company  account — the  work  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted  with  the 
earnest  desire  to  complete  it  in  time  for  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the 
next  season. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  by  an  order  made  at  your  last  general 
meeting,  the  fiscal  year  was  made  to  end  on  the  30th  of  September, 
instead  of  the  31st  of  October.  The  revenues  and  disbursements  of 
the  current  fiscal  year,  which  will  be  found  stated  in  this  report  and 
the  accompanying  documents,  are  confined  to  a  period  of  eleven 
months. 

The  receipts  from  this  division,  for  the  last  fiscal  year, 

are  -  -  -  -  -  -       $222,113  67 

The  disbursements  for  the  same  period,  for  repairs  and 

general  administration,     -  64,146  78 
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Which  shews  an  increase  of  receipts  from  tolls,  over 

those  of  the  same  period  in  the  preceding  year,  of  9,705  22 

While  the  expenses  are  less  by  7,578  »l 

The  amount  of  tonnage  transported  in  the  year  ending 

the  30ih  of  September  1S50,  was  -  -  -     157,915  Ions. 

The  tonnage  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  Sept.  1851,        174,615   " 

Increase,  -  -       10,700  tons. 

These  statements  shew  a  steady  increase  of  income  and  of  louiinjjc, 
notwithstanding  the  continued  existence  of  causes  which  maicrinily 
affect  the  business  of  the  canal.  No  aid  was  derived  from  the  ltivan- 
na  or  Soulhside  connections,  nor  from  the  plank  road  leading  to  Scuitt- 
ville — the  crop  of  tobacco  was  short — the  iron  interest  has  been  nod 
still  is  so  depressed,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  furnace  in  full  blast — and 
the  price  of  wheat  this  season  is  so  low  that  large  portions  of  the  crop 
are  retained  by  the  farmers  for  tbeir  own  consumption,  or  with  the 
hope  of  a  more  favorable  market. 

3.    The  Blue  Ridge   Turnpike  and  Femj. 

The  receipts,  -  1,291  11 

Expenses  and  repairs,  -  916  (HI 


4.    The    Wfislern  Improvement*. 

I  submit  herewith,  marked  B,  the  annual  report  of  Ezra  Walker, 
Esq.,  the  excellent  agent  on  the  western  improvements. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year,  from  the  Kanawha  road,  are    7,536  Oft 
Disbursements,         -  8,227  71 


Excess  of  disbursements  over  receipts,         -  JR91  71 

Receipts  from  the  river,         ....  9,714  86 

Disbursements,  -  4,158  58 


Nelt  income,  -  $5,563  33 

The  condition  of  this  account- is  satisfactorily  explained  in  Mr. 
Walker's  report.  The  heavy  extraordinary  expenses  lor  durable 
bridges  on  the  turnpike  road,  have  absorbed  and  exceeded  the  income 
for  the  last  three  years.  These  structures  are  now  completed,  and  aa 
income  may  be  expected  from  the  road. 

The  company's  business  on  the  river  is  increasing;  and  although  the 
amount  of  tolls  in  arrear  has  grown  larger,  the  judicious  arrangements 
made  by  Mr.  Rand,  the  toll  collector,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Walk- 


t 
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er,  have  secured,  and  promise  to  make  available,  as  large  a  portion 
of  the  tolls  in  arrear  as  can  be  realized,  and  to  produce  greater  punc- 
tuality in  future.  The  income  of  the  company  from  the  Kanawha 
river  has  depended  almost  exclusively  on  the  prosperous  business  of 
the  salt  manufactures  at  the  Kanawha  salines.  The  policy  of  the  com- 
any  is  to  promote  their  prosperity.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  they 
ave  formed  an  association  which  promises  to  make  their  business  more 
profitable  and  more  steady  in  its  operations.  The  terms  of  their 
agreement  required  the  advance  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  of 
considerable  capital,  and  thus  some  degree  of  embarrassment  has  been 
felt  amongst  them  in  the  beginning;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  followed  by  larger  profits  and  the  more  punctual  payment  of  the 
expense  of  carrying  their  salt  to  market.  Besides  this,  a  very  great 
advantage  will  result  to  the  company  from  the  certainty  that  the  toll- 
collector  will  now  be  able  tocharge  tolls  on  the  entire  amount  of  salt 
passing  over  the  company's  improvement.  I  anticipate  more  favora- 
ble results  from  this  source  of  revenue  in  future  than  have  been  real- 
ized at  any  former  period. 

A  new  source  01  income  to  the  company  has  arisen  in  the  trans- 
portation of  cannel  coal,  which  is  found  in  the  utmost  abundance  in 
the  basin  of  the  Kanawha,  and  of  which  large  quantities  will  be  rais- 
ed and  sent  down  the  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  intermediate 
points. .  So  superior  is  the  quality  of  this  coal,  that  it  is  understood 
that  it  will  be  used  to  supply  the  railroad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Pa- 
nama, and  probably  be  used  on  steamers  in  the  Pacific.  And  so  rich 
and  extensive  are  the  fields  of  coal  in  the  basin  of  the  Kanawha,  that 
it  will  form  a  most  important  article  of  freight  on  the  canal  eastward- 
ly,  when  it  shall  have  crossed  the  mountain. 

I  am  not  advised  that  the  prosecutions  against  the  company's  offi- 
cers, in  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Kanawha,  of  which  mention  was 
made  in  my  last  report,  have  been  judicially  disposed  of. 

5.   The  Second  Division,  or  Canal  front  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan. 

I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  this  important  division  of  your 
great  highway  is  opened  to  the  use  of  the  public.  Your  improvement 
oas  passed  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain,  and  entered  the  great  Valley  of 
Virginia.  I  would  be  most  happy  if  each  one  of  you  could  pass  over 
the  beautiful  line  of  navigation  thus  established,  through  a  most  rugged 
and  difficult  section,  and  see  for  himself  the  works  of  art  skillfully 
planned  and  constructed,  the  formidable  obstacles  interposed  by  na- 
ture now  successfully  overcome,  and  enjoy  the  magnificent  scenery 
which  overhangs  the  quiet  but  useful  canal,  destined,  1  trust,  for  ages 
to  waft  on  its  bosom  to  the  tidewater,  the  rich  products  of  the  land- 
locked region  which  it  has  penetrated,  and  while  it  enriches,  will  unite 
more  fifmly  in  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affection,  the  people  east 
and  west  of  the  mountains. 

This  division  is  in  length  fifty  miles,  and  the  elevation  overcome  by 
38  stone  locks  is  297iV  feet.  Throughout,  the  river  passes  through  a 
narrow  valley,  often  through  mountain  gorges,  and  is  thus  subject  to 
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sudden  freshet*!  and  the  great  descent  gives  to  the  current  enormous 
force.  The  materials  used  in  the  works  of  an  have  been,  with  tri- 
fling exceptions,  all  found  in  the  mountains,  and  have  been  so  well 
combined  thai  although  in  a  must  exposed  stale  in  different  stages  foi 
three  years,  they  have  encountered  hut  one  injury  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  attract  public  attention,  or  seriously  to  embarrass  the  opera- 
tions of  the  line. 

That  injury  was  sustained  by  the  dam  four  miles  above  LyncbfafEfj 
known  as  Judith  dam.  The  breach  in  this  dam  was  the  subject  o! 
consideration  by  the  stockholders  at  their  last  meeting;  a  committee 
investigated  the  causes  of  the  breach  and  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  hoard  of  directors.  With  the  least 
practicable  delay  after  your  adjournment,  the  board  took  measures  for 
repairing  the  injury  and  completing  the  dam.  I  submit  herewith  co- 
pies of  the  orders  of  the  board  and  of  reports  from  the  chief  engi- 
neer on  this  subject. 

The  work  of  repair  and  completion  was  conducted  on  company  ac- 
count. It  was  commenced  in  February,  and  completed  on  the  Sth  of 
September  last.  The  opinions  of  eminent  scientific  and  practical  en- 
giun,i»  were  severally  taken,  and  without  any  comparison  of  views 
amongst  themselves,  their  conclusions  concurred  with  remarkable 
unanimity,  that  the  original  plan  and  specifications  of  the  dam  were 
abundantly  sufficient,  and  thus  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
of  stockholders,  "that  the  plan  of  the  dam,  as  designed  by  the  en- 
gineer of  the  company,  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  that 
had  it  been  finished  before  the  occurrence  of  the  late  freshet,  it  would 
not  have  been  injured  thereby." 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  say,  that  the  opinions  of  professor  Ma- 
han  of  West  Point ;  of  professor  Ewell  of  William  and  Mary  college; 
of  Cols.  Abert  and  Tumbull  of  the  United  States  topographical  en- 

S'neers;  of  Mr.  Roberts  of  Ohio,  and  of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Jarvis  and 
cAlptne  of  New  York,  all  sustained  the  chief  engineer  of  the  com- 
pany in  regard  to  the  plan  of  this  important  work ;  and  the  energy  and 
success  with  which  the  repairs  have  been  made  and  the  dam  complet- 
ed, have  commanded  the  admiration  of  all  who  have  witnessed  them. 

The  board  of  directors  did  not  consider  that  the  breach  of  Judith 
dam  resulted  either  from  an  insufficient  plan,  or  from  defective  work- 
manship, but  concurred  with  your  committee  in  the  opinion  expressed 
in  their  report,  that  the  disaster  resulted  from  the  unfinished  and  ex- 
posed condition  of  the  work  at  the  time  the  freshet  occurred. 

In  my  report,  written  in  Nov.  1850, 1  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  furnished  by  the  legis- 
lature, would  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  second  division.  The  ac- 
tual expenditures  already  made,  and  those  which  will  be  required  to 
finish  it  off,  shew  that  these  funds  will  be  inadequate. 

The  heavy  expense  incurred  in  the  repair  and  completion  of  Judith 
dam  and  on  the  aqueduct  over  Cedar  creek,  and  losses  sustained  by 
reletting  works  not  finished  by  some  of  the  contractors,  and  the  cost 
of  some  works  not  included  in  the  estimates,  will  account  for  this 
result. 
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6.   The  Rivanna  and  Southside  connections. 

The  Rivanna  connection  is  completed.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
work  was  eighty  thousand  dollars.  The  assessed  land  damages  proved 
much  higher  than  those  estimated  ;  and  the  canal  and  locks  were  made 
larger  than  was  originally  intended,  to  conform  to  the  improvements 
determined  on  by  the  Rivanna  navigation  company  in  their  canal. 
By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  assembly  requiring  the  connection  to  be 
made  by  and  at  the  cost  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company, 
the  improvement  is  the  property  of  the  Rivanna  company.  The  ad- 
vantage to  this  company  is,  that  the  trade  on  the  Rivanna  now  enters 
your  canal  at  Columbia,  and  pays  toll  on  a  longer  distance  than  for- 
merly. The  increase  of  business  on  the  Rivanna,  which  may  be  an- 
ticipated from  the  improved  navigation,  will  probably,  in  the  process 
of  time,  indemnify  this  company  for  the  expenditure  made. 

The  connection  with  the  Southside  at  Cartersville,  by  lateral  canal 
and  slack  water,  was  completed  in  October  last  and  is  now  in  use. 
Those  at  Bent  creek,  Hardwicksville  and  New  Canton,  by  bridges, 
are,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
officers  of  the  company,  yet  unfinished.  Such  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  construction  of  the  abutments  and  piers,  and  in  the  preparation 
of  the  superstructure,  as  to  ensure  their  completion  by  July  next.  The 
report  oi  the  chief  engineer  will  explain  the  causes  of  delay. 

7.   The  third  division. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  between 
Buchanan  and  Covington.  Contracts  have  been  made  for  three  dams 
and  the  tunnel  above  Jackson.  And  the  plan  of  the  location  of  the 
improvement  to  Covington  will  be  communicated  to  the  Board  of  pub- 
lic works  before  the  20th  of  January  next,  to  secure  to  the  company 
the  benefit  of  the  act  of  January  20th,  1850. 

Having  accomplished  the  extension  of  the  water  line  to  Buchanan, 
the  company  has  increased  incentives  to  push  the  improvement  on  its 
western  course.  It  is  hoped  that  no  friend  of  the  noble  enterprise  in 
which  you  are  engaged  will  hesitate  in  urging  the  completion  of  the 
important  link  to  be  furnished  by  this  section  in  the  great  chain  of 
connection  between  the  eastern  and  western  waters  of  Virginia. 

As  the  funds  appropriated  to  this  object  are  insufficient  to  complete 
the  entire  division,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  board  of  directors  to  complete 
and  make  available  for  navigation  and  revenue  successive  sections  of 
the  work.  It  would  be  far  more  gratifying  to  carry  on  the  whole 
work,  and  urge  it  to  a  speedy  completion,  if  adequate  means  were 
available. 

II.    THE    CONDITION   OP    THE    FINANCES. 

The  usual  financial  statements  of  the  secretary  and  of  the  collectors 
of  the  tolls  at  Richmond  and  Lynchburg  are  herewith  communicated, 
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tikua.etl  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.     These  statements  hove  been  carefully 
pro [ni ml,  and  present  in  a  simple  form  : 

1.  The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  past  fiscal  year. 

2.  *'  "  "  of  the  company  from  its  orgaoi- 
tation  to  the  30ih  of  September  last. 

8.  The  annual  tonnage,  tolls,  and  ordinary  expenses  and  repairs  of 
the  canal. 

4.  A  table  shewing  the  different  articles  and  their  quantities  annu- 
ally transported  on  the  canal. 

5.  }  Classified  tables  of  the  quantities  and  probable  value  of  the 

6.  >      various  articles  of  produce  and  merchandize  transported 

7.  )      during  the  last  year. 

They  exhibit  the  condition  of  the  company's  affairs. 

The  gross  receipts  from  the  productive  works  of  the 
company  or  improvements  iu  operation,  that  is  to  say, 
the  dock,  the  canal  to  Lynchburg,  the  Blue  Ridge 
turnpike  and  ferry,  and  the  Kanawha  road  and  river, 
anil  from  miscellaneous  sources,  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, a  period  of  11  months,  are  251,560  73 

The  disbursements  for  the  same  period  for  general  ad- 
mi  niatrnl  ion,  repairs  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  on 
the  works  above  named,  82.020  91 


Nett  income, 169,539  82 

Disbursements  for 

Annuity  to  old  James  river  company,  21,000  00 

Redemption  of  post  notes  and  divi- 
dend paid,  892  G5 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  company's 
bonds,  state  bonds  loaned  and  gua- 
ranlced,  196,275  65 


Excess  of  disbursements  over  receipts,  $48,628  48 

The  income  from  the  productive  works  has  fallen  short  by  this  sum 
nf  meeting  the  charges  on  it  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  it  will  be 
um't'ivt'il  that  it  results  from  the  heavy  demand  for  interest  on  bonds 
Mpuod  for  tlit;  construction  of  portions  of  the  work  in  progress. 

The  cost  of  the  second  division  will  exceed  the  funds  appropriated 
(or  llmt  purpose  by  at  least  one  hundred  and  6fty  thousand  dollars, 
and  ihtil  ol  the  tidewater,  Rivanna  and  Southside  connections  will 
overrun  the  appropriations  for  those  objects.  The  precise  atnountt 
cannot  he  stated  with  accuracy,  but,  I  apprehend,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  works  were  indispensable,  and  the 
cost  ha*  been,  sedulously  guarded,  and  was  as  small  as  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  could  be  made.  The  report  of  the  chief  engineer  will 
furnish  the  detailed  information  on  the  subject. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  receipts  of  the  company  may  be  ex- 
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pected  from  the  second  division  now  in  use,  from  the  Rivanna,  South- 
side  and  Tidewater  connections,  complete,  and  soon  to  be  completed. 
And  the  balances  already  stated  of  deficiencies  could  with  ease  be  li- 
quidated from  the  company's  own  resources,  but  for  the  increased 
amount  of  interest  on  the  debt  for  the  cost  of  construction  semi-annu- 
ally accruing. 

Exclusive  of  these  deficiencies,  the  disbursements  of  the  company 
for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  October  last,  chargeable 
on  its  income,  may  be  estimated  as  follows  : 

For  interest  on  bonds  due  from  the  company,  -        239,678  72 

Annuity  to  old  James  river  company  -  -  21,000  00 

Expenses  of  general  administration  and  repair  of  canal 

to  Lynchburg,  -  ...  80,000  00 

Expenses  on  2d  division  to  Buchanan,  -  -  25,000  00 

Maiden's  Adventure  dam,  -  -  -  15,000  00 

Post  notes,  principal  and  interest,  -  -  2,300  00 


Receipts  for  the  same  period  may  be  esti- 
mated as  follows : 

Receipts,  tolls  and  rents,  1st  division,  270,000 

do.         do.  do.    2d      do.  50,000 

From  western  improvements,  12,000 


382,978  72 


332,000  00 


Estimated  deficiency,  $  50,978  72 

There  may  be  received  from  the  debt  due  from 

Gen.  Hamilton,  -  -  100,000 

From  W.  B.  Chittenden's  estate,  11,000 


$111,000 


Which  will  be  applicable  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  balances  due 
from  the  company.  Both  claims  are  in  the  hands  of  counsel,  and  pay- 
ment may  be  expected.  It  is  hoped,  but  it  is  not  certain,  that  these 
debts  can  be  realized  during  the  nscal  year.  I  think,  however,  that 
they  may  be  relied  on  as  the  means  of  meeting  the  anticipated  defi- 
ciency of  the  current  fiscal  year.  The  condition  of  the  finances  of 
the  company  now  presented  was  anticipated ;  and  in  my  reports,  and 
m  your  last  general  meeting,  I  called  attention  to  the  causes  which 
must  produce  the  result  of  a  deficient  income  on  account  of  the  in- 
creasing charges  on  the  company  for  interest  on  the  cost  of  unpro- 
ductive works.  The  amount  of  deficiency  is  larger  than  I  appre- 
hended ;  this  is  because  of  the  unexpectedly  increased  cost  of  conr 
structing  the  works  which  have  been  mentioned,  and  the  unforeseen 
delays  in  getting  them  into  operation. 

In  the  estimates  submitted,  nothing  is  anticipated  from  the  Tide- 
water or  Southside  connections — when  completed  they  will  unques- 

40 
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tionnbly  be  a  source  of  increased  income.  The  revenues  of  [be  com- 
pany may  also  be  increased  by  a  modification  of  the  tariff  of  tolls. 
There  are  some  articles  which  are  now  excluded,  bat  would  pass  over 
the  canal  with  less  tolls — others  which  would  be  increased  in  quan- 
tity, with  more  moderate  lolls.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  views  ei- 
pressed  in  my  last  report,  suggesting  a  revision  of  the  tariff"  of  to!k 

No  company  for  the  construction  of  a  work  of  internal  improve- 
ment has  been  placed  in  the  situation  which  this  occupies.  Its  capi- 
tal stock  was  exhausted  in  completing  a  portion  of  its  work.  Tie 
means  to  progress  have  been  furnished  on  loan,  the  company  being 
required  to  pay  6  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  construction  as  the  wort 
progresses.  Since  the  second  division  was  commenced,  to  the  end 
of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  company  has  paid  $  431,274  of  interest  on 
money  borrowed  to  construct  works,  which  to  that  date  had  not  con-, 
tributed  one  cent  to  its  revenues.  This  is  a  continuing  charge,  and 
any  modification  of  the  tolls  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
crease of  revenue,  not  speculative,  anticipating  in  the  future  increase 
of  freight  by  the  creation  of  new  articles,  or  additional  quantities  of 
freight,  but  to  secure  a  present  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  pressing 
and  unavoidable  demands  on  the  company.  I  huve  looked  to  the 
financial  condition  and  prospects  of  the  company  with  the  deepest  so- 
licitude. I  wish  that  the  burthens  on  those  using  the  canal  could  be 
lessened — and  if  the  improvement  could  reach  the  Ohio  river  and 
compete  for  the  vast  freight  now  in  existence  beyond  it,  great  reduc- 
tions might  be  made  in  tolls,  and  yet  a  large  increase  of  revenue  re- 
sult. The  facility  afforded  by  the  improvement  would  induce  a 
largely  increased  production  of  freight  along  the  line,  of  articles  agri- 
cultural and  mineral,  which  now  cannot  be  transported  to  market ;  and 
the  reduction  of  tolls  would  then  invite  freight  which  now  seeks  other 
avenues  to  market.  But  I  would  deplore,  as  the  greatest  calamity 
which  could  befall  the  improvement,  such  a  reduction  of  its  income  as 
would  render  it  unable  to  pay  interest  to  the  bondholders,  and  subject 
the  state  to  the  liability  of  its  guarantee. 

In  giving  aid  to  the  company  to  carry  on  its  works,  since  the  ori- 
ginal subscription  of  stock,  the  legislature  of  the  state  seems  to  have 
proceeded  on  the  principle  that  this  improvement  must  from  its  own 
accruing  revenues,  meet  the  demands  for  interest  and  redeem  the 
principal  of  bonds  loaned  or  guaranteed,  without  resort  to  the  state 
treasury.  Every  loan  or  guarantee  by  the  state  has  been  made  de- 
pendent on  proof  of  the  ability  of  the  company  to  pay  the  interest  as 
it  accrues,  and  a  mortgage  required  to  secure  the  commonwealth. 
With  these  repeated  pledges  of  its  property,  the  company,  unaided 
by  the  state,  cannot  effect  loans;  and  a  failure  to  fulfill  its  obligations 
in  regard  to  those  debts  for  which  the  state  is  bound,  will  probably 
preclude  a  hope  of  future  aid  from  that  quarter.  Thus  compelled  to 
rely  on  the  company's  unaided  resources  to  meet  its  heavy  engage- 
ments, it  must  be  obvious  that  those  resources  ought  to  be  increased 
as  far  as  practicable  and  not  be  subjected  to  the  risk  of  being  reduced, 
so  as  not  to  secure  adequate  revenue  for  the  purposes  of  the  company. 

And  may  not  an  appeal  be  successfully  made  to  those  along  the 


[Doc.  No.  18.]  315 

line  of  the  improvement,  who  complain  that  the  cost  of  its  use  to  them 
is  too  high  ?  They  will  perceive  from  the  statements  of  the  company's 
condition,  and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  it,  the  highest  necessity 
for  such  revenue  as  will  meet  its  honorable  engagements ;  and  they 
ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  stockholders,  individuals  as  well  as 
the  state,  have  not  derived  any  income  from  their  large  investment  of 
five  million  of  dollars,  except  a  dividend  of  one  per  cent.,  since  the 
organization  of  the  company. 

I  recommend  that  some  measures  be  adopted  at  your  present  meet- 
ing to  provide  for  the  deficiencies  now  existing,  and  which  will  exist 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year  by  the  completion  of  the  several  con- 
nections, and  by  the  second  division. 

It  is  a  question  of  great  importance,  What  is  the  most  judicious 

.  mode  to  adopt  ? 

If  the  general  assembly  would  assume  the  bonded  debts  of  the 
company,  and  convert  the  amount  into  stock,  it  would  leave  the  in- 

.  come  of  the  company  free  from  the  incubus  of  the  interest  which  now 
oppresses  it.  With  its  available  means  thus  released,  the  company 
could  pay  the  deficiencies,  and  in  a  short  time  have  a  surplus  revenue, 
which  would  enable  it  to  make  dividends,  or  to  raise  funds  to  carry 
on  its  improvement  towards  its  western  terminus.  How  far  the  ge- 
neral assembly  would  feel  authorized  to  make  this  arrangement,  I  can- 
not express  an  opinion.  I  apprehend  that  there  is  no  impediment  to 
their  pursuing  that  course,  it  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  state 
in  the  provisions  of  the  new  constitution. 

Another  mode  of  relief  for  the  company,  is  to  ask  of  the  legislature 
either  to  loan  the  company  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  state 
bonds,  or  to  pay  the  semi-annual  interest  accruing  on  the  company's 
bond  debts  until  the  1st  of  July  1  853 ;  and  with  its  prospects  of  re- 
venue when  all  its  works  now  in  process  of  construction  shall  have 
been  completed,  the  company  will  oe  justified  in  undertaking  to  repay 
into  the  treasury  the  amounts  so  to  be  paid  within  five  years,  I  recom- 
mend that  application  be  made  for  aid  in  tbis  mode.  The  state  is 
already  bound  for  the  payment  of  this  interest ;  and  it  cannot  be  the 
policy  of  the  legislature,  by  a  refusal  of  aid,  to  compel  the  company  to 
make  default  to  its  creditors. 

m.     OTHER  MATTERS   OF   INTEREST,  CONCERNING  THE   CONDITION 
AND   FUTURE    PROSPECTS  OF    THE    COMPANY. 

The  funds  which  will  be  applicable  to  the  third  division  or  the  wa- 
ter line  from  Buchanan  to  Covington  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  entire  work.  As  I  presume  that  both  the  legis- 
lature and  the  company  will  desire  to  complete  the  improvement  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  as  in  future  the  sessions  of  the  legis- 
lature will  be  biennial,  I  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  the 
general  assembly  at  its  next  session  for  such  aid  as  may  be  lawfully 
given,  to  enable  the  company  to  progress  uninterruptedly  with  this 
important  work. 

I  informed  you  in  my  last  report  that  the  board  of  directors  had 
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adopted  measures  for  the  examination  of  the  line  from  Covington  to 
the  month  of  the  Greenbrier,  west  of  the  Alleghany,  with  a  view  to 
the  location  of  the  line  of  improvement,  and  especially  with  the  desire 
of  settling  the  disputed  problem  of  the  practicability  of  carrying  the 
water  line  across  the  Alleghany  mountain,  with  a  reliable  supply  of 
water  for  the  summit  level. 

A  party  of  engineers,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Ed.  Loraine, 
have,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  engineer,  made  tbe  reconnais- 
sances and  surveys.  The  field  notes  are  not  yet  worked  up.  As  soon 
as  they  are  in  such  condition  as  to  be  reported,  they  will  be  presents! 
to  the  stockholders.  This  I  apprehend  cannot  be  done  in  time  for 
your  present  meeting.  Professor  Tuomey  of  the  University  of  Ala- 
bama, who  is  the  geologist  of  that  stale,  kindly  complied  with  the 
invitation  of  the  board,  and  made  a  laborious  geological  examination 
of  the  route  of  the  summit  level ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  commu- 
nicate herewith  his  carefully  prepared  and  most  satisfactory  report.  I 
am  happy  to  find,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  distinguished  man,  tbe 
geological  structure  is  adminihlv  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  water 
line  across  the  mountain.  The  formation  is  most  favorable  for  the 
construction  of  tbe  work,  for  the  establishment  of  reservoirs  to  hold 
the  natural  streams  for  the  supply  of  the  canal ;  and  the  tacts  and  rea- 
soning of  the  report  would  seem  to  leave  no  well  founded  doubt  of 
the  SOtire  feasibility  of  this  part  of  the  water  line,  both  as  to  execution 
and  a  reliable  supply  of  water.  The  advantages  of  a  continuous 
water  line,  instead  of  a  mixed  improvement,  partly  of  canal  and  partly 
of  railroad,  or  other  mode  of  crossing  a  portage  over  the  mountain, 
are  becoming  more  obvious,  in  my  judgment,  as  the  competing  works 
of  other  states  progress.  The  vast  trade  of  the  populous  and  produc- 
tive states  north  of  the  Ohio  may  now  seek  a  market  down  stream  to 
New  Orleans,  or  by  way  of  the  lakes  to  New  York  or  Boston.  Be- 
sides these  outlets  to  market,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  have  entered 
into  the  competition  by  their  improvements  stretching  from  the  east  to 
the  west.  Railroads  are  partly  executed  or  planned,  extending 
southwardly  across  the  Ohio  river  to  Mobile,  Augusta,  Savannah  and 
Charleston.  Connecting  improvements,  from  west  to  east,  across  the 
states  lying  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  are  about  to  be  located,  and  will 
be  vigorously  prosecuted.  Your  improvement  will  have  advantages 
over  them  all — and  will  secure  still  greater,  if  Virginia  shall  declare 
her  will  that  the  long  hoped  for  connection  of  the  Atlantic  with  tbe 
western  waters  shall  be  made.  Wisdom  and  patriotism  alike  appear 
to  call  for  such  a  determination,  and  for  thq  vigorous  prosecution  and 
completion  of  the  great  work.  On  the  western  slope  of  the  Alleghanj 
the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking  are  not  near  so  great  as  those  or 
the  east,  which  have  already  been  overcome  with  the  most  complett 
success.  Steamboat  navigation  can  be  established  to  the  mouth  o 
the  Greenbrier  river,  and  with  adequate  means  the  whole  work  car 
be  completed  within  a  few  years.  If  completed,  I  cannot  doubt,  tha 
with  reduced  tolls,  the  company  will  receive  an  income  sufficient  U 
defray  all  its  debts,  and  ultimately  make  the  stock  a  profitable  invest 
ment  to  the  stockholders,  of  which  the  state  is  greatly  the  largest. 
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It  is  not  improbable  that  the  legislature  assembling  under  the  new 
constitution  may  devise  some  general  system  by  which  the  great 
works  of  improvement  in  the  state  will  be  completed,  and  its  large 
investments  in  them  be  made  productive.  I  recommend  that  you  au- 
thorize a  memorial  to  be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  legislature, 
asking  that  your  improvement  may  be  provided  for,  if  suoh  a  system 
shall  be  adopted.  I  make  this  recommendation  with  a  thorough  con- 
viction that  the  complete  execution  of  the  company's  work  connect- 
ing the  eastern  and  western  waters  would  be  most  wise  as  a  financial 
measure,  securing  to  the  state  a  satisfactory  income  on  large  invest- 
ments now  unproductive ;  would  enlarge  the  trade  and  commerce  and 
general  revenues  of  the  state,  and  relieve  her  from  heavy  liabilities 
for  the  company,  which,  with  its  present  limited  means,  it  cannot 
hope  to  meet  within  any  reasonable  time,  and  would  enable  the  com- 
pany, without  injustice  to  other  portions  of  the  state  not  using  the 
canal,  or  to  its  own  stockholders,  to  reduce  the  cost  to  those  who  may 
use  it. 

The  price  of  slaves  has  been  so  high  during  the  past  year,  that  it 
has  not  been  deemed  judicious  to  purchase  any,  as  authorized  by  the 
resolution  of  the  stockholders  at  the  last  meeting. 

I  recommend  that  the  time  of  the  future  general  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  be  changed  to  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  in  each 
year.  This  change  will  conform  to  the  change  made  in  the  fiscal 
year,  and  will  meet  the  wish  of  the  Board  of  public  works,  that  the 
annual  reports  of  all  internal  improvement  companies,  in  which  the 
state  is  interested  as  a  stockholder,  may  be  communicated  to  the 
board  by  the  first  of  November. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

J.  Y.  MASON. 

November  24tA,  1851. 
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[No.  1.] 

Sw/tMory  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Dtsbwxementt  of  the  James  River  and  Kt- 
naaka  Company  from  tke  .flat   October  1850,  to  the  30th   September  1851. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  OPERATION. 


WESTERN  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Kuiwiu  Road. 
Rioiipti: 

From  tolls  at  f         and  bridges, 
From  p  report;  told, 

DlWlTlMIMlKTI  : 

On  road  account. 
Bridge  ace 

Agency, 

3,887  03 

3.im::  irt 
687  50 

Excess  of  disbursements  o 
Kiatwu  Rivir. 
Rsoxipti  : 
From  tolls, 

DtSBURSISTXltTS  : 

Repairing  sluices, 
Damages  to  bonis, 
Law  expenses. 
Agency, 

ver  receipts 

1,889  23 
438  00 
221  13 

1,604  16 

— : 

it  overpaid  by  agent  last  year, 


Amount  in  agent's  hands,     $  459  50. 
BLUE  RIDGE  TURNPIKE  AND  FERRY. 

Receipts: 
From  lolls, 

DllBURSEHIHTt: 

Expense*  and  repairs  of  road  and  Terry, 


1,291  11 
916  00 


313,444  06 

8,110  60 
559  01 


Expenses  and  repairs  of  canal,  -  ' 

Salaries  of  agents  on  the  canal,  -  I 

General  administration  : 
Salaries  of  officers,  ■  3,164  13 

Pay  and  mileage  of  directors,  899  74 

Expenses  of  president  and  direc 
tors,  of  meetings  of  stockhol- 
ders, legal  expenses,  advertis- 
ing, &c.         -  -  1,637  16 

Total  disbursements,  deduct  flora  receipts, 

Nett  revenue  from  the  ■ 
Amount  in  agent's  bands,    f  4,789  99. 


CHMOND  DOCK. 
Receipts: 
From  dockage,  -  -  4,660  47 

Len  amount  of  uncollected  bills,  175  27 
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Brought  forward,  102,935  00 


4,485  20 


Disbursements,  on  the  following  accounts : 
Agency  and  collection  of  tolls,  -  798  33 

Repairs  of  the  dock,        -  -  171  56 

Nett  revenue  from  the  dock,  «  3,515  31 

Amount  in  agent's  hands,    $1,630  04. 

Miscellaneous  account : 
Receipts : 
From  delinquent  subscribers,  -  •  1,638  06 

From  interest  on  stock  arrears,  -  -  468  34 

From  bills  receivable  for  stock  arrears,  -  1,271  77 

From  premium  and  interest  on  guaranteed  loan : 
For  the  tidewater  connection,  -  -  1,850  90 

For  the  Southside  and  Rivanna  connections,  -  1,231  45 

From  construction  of  works  1st  division,  for  sale  of  granite,       237  00 


Premium  and  Accrued  Interest  on  State  Stock  sold  for  Resumption  of 
Works,  and  for  Completion  of  Canal  to  Buchanan : 
Disbursements  : 
Amount  paid  to  second  auditor,  -  -         77,460  00 

Less  amount  received,  ...  7,095  57 


6,697  52 
173,147  83 


70,364  43 


General  income— total,  $102,783  40 

GENERAL  INCOME  ACCOUNT.         ^"™BBBB 

Fund  derived  from  various  sources,  as  above,             -  •           102,783  40 
Disbursements,  chargeable  thereon,  as  follows: 

Const' tion  of  Works,  1st  Div.  (from  Rich'd  to  LfnchVg :) 

Interest  on  post  notes  redeemed,             -                  •  333  40 

Maiden's  Adventure  dam,     ...  3,097  27 

Basin  walls  and  culvert  at  penitentiary  pond,            -  510  74 

Post  notes  redeemed,            ...  555  00 


4,496  41 


Nett  revenue,  applicable  to  interest  and  annuity  debt, 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

Fund  composed  of  nett  revenue,  as  above, 
Disbursements,  as  follows: 

Annuity  to  the  Old  James  river  company,                 -  21,000  00 

Dividends  on  guaranteed  loan  of  23d  March  1839,  79,729  50 

Div.  on  guar'd  loan  for  the  tidewater  connection,  9,012  00 

"               "        Southside  and  Rivanna  connections,  6,051  00 

Interest  on  loan  of  state  stock,                -                  -  15,000  00 

Interest  on  bond  given  to  the  state,         -                   -  16,118  72 

Dividends  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  4  25 

146,915  47 

48,628  48 
Add  amounts  loaned  to  the  following  Improvements, 
and  to  be  refunded : 
Second  Division,  (from  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan,)  -  -         68,469  92 

Third  Division,  (from  Buchanan  to  Covington :) 
Lock,  ....  8,665  67 

Pay  of  engineers,  ...  5,615  06 

Expenses  of  engineers,         -  -  -  3,346  00 

Pay  and  expenses  of  superintendent  of  cement,  642  76 

Engraving  plate  and  printing  coupon  bonds,  -  581  00 

18^60  51 


Carried  forward,  $135,946  91 
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Brought  forward. 


Expenses  iifcligincc 
B«  of  enginucrs. 
Rain  gauges, 

Soutbside  and  Rivaling 
Add  amount  borrowed  from  now  improver 
and  now  refunded, 


2.23ft  48 
2,0(19  54 

io  no 


nthe31at  October  lioil, 


UNFINISHED  IMPROVEMENTS,  {btttcten  Lynchburg  and  Buchanan.) 

Balance  an  hand  lat  November  1850,  -  -  105,346  3 


Bridges, 

C  Dlverti, 
Wute  weirs, 

Cement, 

Acquisition  of  lands, 
Lock  houses, 
Gauge  dock, 
Dredge  boat, 
Pay  of  arbitrator, 
Pay  of  engineers, 
Expenses  of  en  gin ''erf. 
Pay  of  sapaiiiiuiiiltnt-i. 


Hire  and  e 


:s  of  bi 


General  admmi: 

Salaries  of  nfiieer*. 

Pay  and  m  of  directors, 

Expenses  pret't,  directors,  &c. 


maw  J! 


HJH  42 

•X>fiX>  117 
31.940  55 
6,946  53 


9,108  00 

1,494  r:> 

1,107  67 

792  37 

94  03 

20  00 

3,787  79 

748  45 

4,657  19 

1M58  38 


Construction  of  Works  alncc  North  n 


Sections, 

25,812  41 

Dams, 

35,231  53 

Locks, 

65,652  24 

Bridges, 

1,418  51 

Culverts, 

4,862  66 

Aqueduct, 
Waste  weirs,      - 

11,490  87 

746  40 

1,003  93 

Acquisition  of  landa, 

3,662  12 

Lock  houses, 

207  13 

Gauge  dock, 

3,285  44 

Dredge  boat, 

94  03 

Pay  of  assessors, 

145  40 

Fee  of  counsel  in  asseEmtiei 

171  28 

Taxes, 

17  46 

Pay  of  engineers, 

5,476  85 

Expenses  of  engineers,. 

449  34 

Paj  of  superintendents, 

2,134  00 

Hire  and  eipanaea  of  hands, 

1,223  03 

Carried 

brward, 

$162,090  63         202,737  60 

f ! 
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General  administration : 

Salaries  of  officer*,  -        1,406  00 

Pay  and  mileage  of  directors,         389  00 
Expenses  of  pres't,  directors,  &c.  735  00 


2,540  00 


164,630  63 


Excess  of  disbursements  over  receipts  borrowed  from  improvements, 
in  operation,  and  to  be  refunded,  -  -  •. 


nsn 


Brought  forward,  162,000  63        202,737  60.      ,  298,88a  31 


367,968  23 


$,66,469  92 


80UTHSIDE  AND  RIVANNA  CONNECTIONS. 

Balance  on  hand  1st  November  1850,     - 
Rigeipts: 

From  sales  of  guaranteed  bonds, 

DtiBORSEMENTs  on  the  following  accounts: 
Ssntkside  connections : 
Cnrtersville  connection : 


t  /     13^5  35 
84,100  00 


97,375  35 


Lock, 

9,605  24 

-  ■  * 

,  * 

Dam, 

2,321  82 

Bridge, 

1,238  14 

•  .  ;  > 

• 

Culvert, 

1,271  28 

14,436  48 

•           •  ■  ■ 

Bridge  at  Bent  creek, 

10,269  40 

**  •           -       *J 

Bridge  at  Hardwicksville, 

16,470  60 

Bridge  at  New  Canton, 

11,917  85 

Cement, 

6,199  15 

Pay  of  engineers, 

" 

1,253  01 

.  Expenses  of  engineers, 

75  30 

Pay  of  superintendent  and  hands, 

790  42 

* 

t 

61,413  21 

•                                                           * 

t.  .*:.-!    ..' 

Rivanna  connection : 

* 

* 

8ections, 

16,027  54 

Dam, 

6,152  89 

Locks, 

7,287  30 

Culverts, 

5,120  86 

Bridges, 

2,117  60 

Waste  weirs, 

170  17 

Cement, 

2,423  02 

Assessments, 

2,935  00 

Pay  of  engineers. 

1,201  48 

Expenses  of  engineers, 

192  73 

Pay  of  superintendent, 

576  41 

44,205  00 

105,617  21 

Excess  of  disbursements  ove 

r  receipts  borrowed  from  improvements 

in  operation,  and  to  be  ref 

traded, 

- 

• 

98.241  86 

TIDEWATER  CONNECTION. 

Balance  on  hand  1st  November  1850, 
Receipts : 

From  sales  of  guaranteed  bonds, 
From  property  sold, 
From  rents, 


235,800  00 

168  50 

1,486  69 


Carried  forward, 


41 


31,228  15 


237,455  19 

♦  268,683*4 


82? 


[Poc.  No.  19.] 


BisBintsmxirTa: 

Ship  lock, 

Five  locks, 

Cement, 

River  wall, 

Aqueduct, 

Assessment  of  damages, 

Pay  of  assessors  and  clerk. 

Pay  of  engineer*, 

Expenses  of  engineers, 

Pay  of  superintendents, 

Trunks  from  canal, 

Crib  for  walla, 

Sections, 

Bridges, 

Repairs  of  lumber  house, 

Taxes  and  insurance, 


Deduct  amount  loaned  to  improvements  in  operation,  and  to  be  re- 
funded, 

Balance  on  hand, 
Guaranteed  loan  for  third  division,  (coupon  bonds  issued  and  unsold,) 


Brought  forward, 

.     29,649  01 

.     44,383  05 

6,244  40 

186  35 

1,490  70 

20,812  50 

743  40 

2,775  00 

29540 

1,005  13 

1,671  61 

331  04 

68434 

387  08 

116  10 

167  48 

268,683  31 


Amount  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Amount  in  agents'  hands,  as  above, 


3,062  98 
7,254  64 


Deduct  warrants  afloat, 


Cash  on  hand, 


10,317  62 
9.554  91 


110,772  « 
157,910  85 
157,148  14 


762  71 


$100,000  00 


»  768  71 


Cm     £» 


Omox  Jambs  Rivnm  awd  Kavawka  Compact, 
Richmond,  Oct.  1st,  1851. 


WM.  P.  MUNFORD,  SecMm* 


r.  -ji 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 


[No. 


Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Janes  Riven.  / 


OLD   IMPROVEMENTS < 


RECEIPTS. 

From  income  of  old  works,  viz : 
Old  cnoal,  (tolls  and  rents,) 
KaD.owha  road, 

Kanawha  river,  ... 

Blue  Ridge  canal,  (including  the  turnpike  and  Terry,) 


Tolls, 
Rents, 

Scale- home  ft 


l"thea 


Froc 


•  loi 


of  ir 


From  preii 

works  above  Lynchburg, 
From  premium  and  interest  i 

works  i ■>  Buchanan, 
From  premium  and  interest  i 

For  tidewater  connection. 

For  Southsido  and  Rivanm 


ii  liidiTDoud  to  Lynchb'g, 


i  stale's  loan  for  completion  of 

i  guaranteed  loan: 


291.807  87 

H.iN.r,v"j  -jr, 

33.GW  13 


■j.fa«.i'.7i;  i-i 

77.0B0  55 
559  01 


o  of  the  Richmond  dock. 


-13,734  38 

1,271  09 

4.290  61 

:i,006  97 


RECEIPTS. 

From  capital  stock,            -                   -                  5,000,000  00 
Slate's  credit  for  old  works,         1,000.000  00 

Uncollected  stork  subscriptions,       70,133  64 

1,070,133  84 

3,929,866  16 

From  guaranteed  loan  of  23d  March  1839,           1,400,000  00 
Do.            Tidewater  connection,                  350,000  00 

Do.            Soulhsido  and  Kivannn  con- 

nections,                  -                      150.000  00 

From  loan  of  state  stock,                                          250.000  00 

From  bond  given  to  the  state,               -                   268,645  33 

2,418,645  33 

From  sale  of  land  received  from  the  old  James 

river  company,                -                   -                     28,484  46 

From  rents  and  property  sold  on 

Second  division,               -                   -                         500  00 

Tidewater  connection,    -                   -                      1,889  77 

30,874  23 

6,379,385  71 

From  slate's  loan  for  resumption  of  works  above 

Lynchburg. 

1,236,000  00 

From  slate's  loan  for  completion  of  cnual  to 
Buchanan,  issued  March  13th,  1851.                     110.000  00 

Less  amount  unsold,           -                   -                     22,350  00 

87,650  00 

1,323,650  00 

From  guaranteed  loan  for  third  division,  (coupon  bonds,) 

100,000  00 
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885 


iiawha  Compart,  from  its  organization  to  the  20th  September  1851. 


NEW  WORKS  in  operation. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  repair*  and  maintenance  of  the 
Old  canal,  from  Richmond  to  Maiden's  Adventure, 
Kanawha  road,  ... 

Kanawha  river,  ... 

Blue  Ridge  canal,  (including  the  turnpike  and  ferry,) 

New  canal,  from  Richmond  to  Lynchburg, 
Damage*  to  same  by  fresh  of  July  1842, 
Damages  to  same  by  fresh  of  November  1847, 

Additional  charges  on  revenue,  viz : 

Annuity  to  the  Old  James  river  company. 
Dividends  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company, 
'Dividends  on  guaranteed  loan  of  23d  March  1839, 

Do.  do.  for  Tidewater  connection, 

Do.  do.  for  S.  side  and  Rivanna  con. 

Interest  on  loan  of  state  stock, 
Interest  on  bond  given  to  the  state, 
Interest  on  state's  loan  for  resumption  of  works, 
Do.        for  completion  of  works  to  Buchanan, 
Other  items  of  interest  and  discount, 
Expenses  of  general  administration  of  the  company, 
Amount  retained  by  Wm.  B.  Chittenden  to  pay  dividends, 

For  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  Richmond  dock, 


60,436  98 

146,917  70 

46,561  53 

36,756  62 

671,039  51 
67,542  23 
21,424  48 


346,500  00 

11,579  16 

646,641  68 

12,216  00 

8,019  00 

128,423  90 

102,264  30 

185,040  00 

3,300  00 

1,680  00 

78,644  81 

450  00 


PROYEMENTS. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  construction  of  works  from  Richmond  to  Lynchburg, 
Expenditures  on  works  above  Lynchburg  previous  to  their 
suspension,  .... 

Purchase  and  improvement  of  Richmond  dock, 
Tidewater  connection, 
Southside  connections,  - 

Rivanna  connection,  0 

Western  sutveys,         -  •  -  - 

Third  division  from  Buchanan  to  Covington, 
Fourth  division  from  Covington  to  Greenbrier  river, 

For  loss  by  Gen.  Hamilton's  agency, 

Notes  from  delinquent  subscribers  and  others  for  arrearages, 
Securities  in  agents'  hands  collecting  stock  arrearages, 
Post  notes,  (amount  reissued,  date  unknown,) 
Wm.  B.  Chittendeu,  ... 

constmction  of  works  from  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan,  viz: 
Below  North  river,  .... 
Above  North  river,      .... 

Coupon  bonds  nnsold,  -  - 

Cash  on  hand, 


5,196,656  23 

482,428  57 

244,721  98 

203,211  92 

74,626  63 

83,615  23 

25,028  99 

24,783  55 

4,688  50 


63,820  45 

4,241  84 

1,054  08 

910  00 

5,500  00 

663,802  34 
528,817  58 

290,672  83 


760,006  22 


1,724,758  85 
30,198  44 


6,339,761  60 


75,526  37 


1,392,619  92 

100,000  00 

762  71 


$10,714.306  94 


WM.  P.  MUNFORD,  feretory. 


[  Doc.  No.  18.] 


Report*  rtf  the  Mnjoriltj  and  Minority  of  the  Chmmiltec  appointed  to  in- 
taligate  certain  matter*  relating  to  the  James  River  and  Kanawfo 
Canal  Company. — [House  Doc.  No.  71.] 


The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  "  The  causes  which  have 

luced  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  company  to  increase  the 

■■"■IT  of  its  president  to  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  also  the 

jes  of  the  falling  of  the  dam  constructed  across  James  river,  cailetl 

:  Judith  dam ;  the  causes  of  llic  company's  delay  in  completing  hi 

>rk  to  Buchanan  ;  also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 

t>y  law  ibe  chief  engineer  of  that  company  from  accepting  office  or 

employment  upon  any  other  public  work  within  or  wiihout  the  state 

while  holding  said  office,"  after  consultation  and  conference,  have 

agreed  to  the  following  report : 

That  for  want  of  time  they  have  been  unnblc  to  make  the  investi- 
gation ordered  by  the  bouse  of  delegates.  The  complaints  that  have 
been  made  against  the  officers  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  com- 
pany are  grave,  and  they  come  from  a  source  so  respectable  as  to 
entitle  them  to  the  examination  of  the  legislature.  The  committee 
have  not  bad  the  time  and  means  of  making  such  investigation  as 
would  do  justice,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  officers  of  the  James  river 
and  Kanawha  company,  and,  on  the  other,  to  those  who  complain  of 
the  conduct  and  management  of  the  officers  of  that  company;  but 
they  are  of  opinion,  that  this  investigation  having  been  ordered,  it  it 
due  to  the  commonwealth  and  the  other  parties  concerned,  that  it 
should  be  made,  that  the  legislature  may  nave  reliable  information 
upon  which  to  shape  its  course  in  regard  to  the  important  topics  and 
questions  involved.  That  in  order  to  give  time  and  more  favorable 
circumstances  for  thorough  investigation,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
house  of  delegates  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  of  its  members  to 
visit  the  works  of  the  company  above  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  present  general  assembly,  with  instructions  to 
report  the  results  of  their  investigation  to  the  Board  of  public  works, 
to  bo  laid  by  them  before  the  next  general  assembly,  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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Minority  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  ajrpointcd  oh 
the  VZth  day  of  February  ultimo,  under  tfic  following  Resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Carrington  of  Botetourt,  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed,"  (modified  so  as  to  read)  "  that  a  special  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  and  report  to  this  house  the  causes  which  have 
induced  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  company  to  increase  the 
salary  of  its  president  to  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  also  to 
enquire  into  and  report  the  causes  of  the  fall  of  the  dam  constructed 
by  that  company  across  James  river,  commonly  called  Judith  dam, 
and  the  causes  of  that  company's  delay  in  completing  its  works  to 
Buchanan ;  also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  lavr 
the  chief  engineer  of  tnat  company  from  accepting  employment  upon 
any  other  public  work  within  or  without  this  state  while  holding  the 
said  office;  also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law 
the  chief  engineer  of  any  company  in  which  this  state  is  a  stockholder 
from  accepting  employment  in  any  other  company  than  that  in  which 
he  is  the  chief  engineer." 

The  minority  of  your  committee,  dissenting  from  the  majority,  deem 
it  but  just  to  all  parties  concerned,  that  facts  which  do  not  appear  in 
the  report  of  the  majority  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 

They  do  not  consider  it  the  duty  or  province  of  the  committee  to 
make  any  recommendation  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  another 
committee  to  do  that  which  they  have  themselves  entirely  failed  to  do, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  stockholders  of  the  company 
in  question,  after  the  most  thorough  investigation  of  the  very  charges 
involved  in  the  resolution  under  which  this  committee  was  appointed, 
approved  the  official  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  company,  and  with- 
out solicitation  increased  the  salary  of  the  president  to  the  amount  at 
which  it  was  originally  established. 


The  minority  therefore  beg  leave  to  report : 


That  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  on  the  14th  day  of  February, 
received  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  canal  company, 
which  was  laid  before  the  committee,  and  a  copy  of  which,  together 
with  the  answer  of  the  chairman,  is  hereto  annexed. 

The  chairman  also,  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  chief  engineer  of  that  company,  which,  though 
shewn  to  some  members,  has  not  been  presented  to  the  committee. 

A  copy  of  said  last  named  letter,  and  of  the  answer  thereto,  is  hereto 
appended. 

These  communications  offer  every  facility,  and  urge  the  committee 
to  proceed  in  the  investigation. 
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No  evidence  has  been  placed  before  the  committee  by  any  one  com- 
plaining, upon  which  to  predicate  a  response  to  any  of  the  enquiries 
above  indicated. 

.  No  witness  has  been  summoned,  no  papers  or  testimony  introduced, 
nor  any  call  made  or  opportunity  afforded  for  those  whose  conduct  is 
complained  of  to  present  evidence  or  explanation. 

Neither  the  officers  of  the  company  nor  any  of  the  stockholders  or 
state  proxies  have  been  notified  by  the  committee  of  the  time  or  place 
of  meeting,  or  even  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  this  statement  of  facts,  the 
minority  also  ask  that  the  committee  be  discharged,  and  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resoltedy  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  12th  of  February 
last  "  to  enquire  into,  and  report  to  this  house,  the  causes  which  have 
induced  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  company  to  increase  the 
salary  of  its  president,"  &c.,be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subjects  to  them  referred. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  company,  held  on  Friday,  14th  February  1851 : 

The  president  called  the  attention  of  the  executive  committee  to 
the  following  resolutions,  which  appear  in  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia  to  have  been  adopted  on  the 
12th  of  February  instant : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  and  report  to  the  house  the  causes  which 
have  induced  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  company  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  its  president  to  $  3,000  per  annum. 

"  Also  to  enquire  into  and  report  the  causes  of  the  falling  of  the 
dam  constructed  by  that  company  across  James  river,  commonly 
called  Judith  dam,  and  the  causes  of  that  company's  delay  in  com- 
pleting its  work  to  Buchanan. 

"Also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the 
chief  engineer  of  that  company  from  accepting  employment  upon  any 
other  public  work  within  or  without  the  state,  while  holding  toe  said 
office. 

"  Also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the 
chief  engineer  of  any  company,  in  which  the  state  is  a  stockholder, 
from  accepting  employment  in  any  other  company  than  that  in  which 
he  is  the  chief  engineer." 

And  suggested  the  propriety  of  offering  to  the  committee,  raised 
under  said  resolutions,  such  facilities  as  may  be  required  or  received 
by  the  said  committee  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  this  company  be  instructed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  free  and  full  inspection  of  the  house  committee,  the  books, 
records  and  papers  in  his  office,  whensoever  required  so  to  do  by  the 
committee,  and  that  he  and  the  other  officers  of  the  company  make 
promptly  all  such  explanations  as  the  committee  may  desire. 

Resolved,  That  with  a  view  to  more  convenient  reference  to  the 
same,  the  use  of  the  directors'  room,  in  the  company's  office,  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  delegates,  for  their 
use  during  their  sittings. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  communicate  to  the  chairman  of  the 
house  committee  the  foregoing  resolutions. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  company,  held  on  Wednesday,  February  19th,  1851 : 

The  president  reported  to  the  board  that,  in  accordance  with  a  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  executive  committee  on  the  14th  inst.,  he  had 
addressed  a  communication  to  E.  C.  Carrington,  Esq.,  chairman  of 
a  committee  of  investigation  appointed  by  the  house  of  delegates* 
and  received  a  reply  from  him  as  follows : 
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Office  Jajiks  Rttbb  akd  Kanawha  Co. 
Rkhmomd,  Feb.  14th,  1S61. 


Perceiving  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  bouse  of  dele- 
ntes,  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  resolutions 
of  that  honorable  body,  by  making  enquiry  into  certain  acts  of  the 
*  *  alders  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  and  other 
»  connected  with  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  the  executive 
t  in  the  absence  of  the  board  of  directors  have  instructed 
dm  to  communicate  to  you  as  the  chairman  of  the  house  committee, 
the  accompanying  copy  of  resolutions  adopted  on  the  subject  of  your 
enquiries. 

I  beg  to  add  the  assurance  that  it  will  afford  me  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  company  much  pleasure  to  furnish  every  facility  in  our  power 
to  yourself  and  the  committee  in  the  discbarge  of  the  duties  devolved 
ob  yoo, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

J.  ¥.  MASON,  Pre*. 

James  River  and  Kanawha  Co- 

Mb.  Cabrington  of  Botetourt,  Chairman,  tip. 


House  op  Delegates,  Feb.  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sib, 

I  have  received  your  polite  letter  proffering  the  use  of 
the  rooms  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  to  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  appointed  by  this  house,  of  which  I  am  chairman. 
I  shall  lay  the  letter  before  the  committee  at  its  first  meeting,  and 
think  it  probable  that  they  will  find  it  expedient  to  accept  the  compa- 
ny's obliging  offer. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

E.  C.  CARRINGTON,  Jr. 

Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Pre*. 

J.»w3  River  and  Kanawha  Co. 

Extract  from  the  records. 

WM.  P.  MUNFORD,  See. 
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Richmond,  February  21, 1851. 

Sir, 

I  am  informed  that  the  committee  of  which  you  are  chairman 
had  a  meeting  yesterday  and  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next 

It  must  be  desired  by  those  who  have  sought  the  enquiry,  and  it  is 
especially  important  to  myself,  that  this  investigation   should  be 

!>romptly  and  fully  made,  for  the  plain  and  obvious  import  of  the  reso- 
utions  is  in  fact  an  arraignment  of  my  professional  reputation,  but 
to  some  extent  an  implication  of  the  honorable  discharge  of  my  duties. 
I  submit  therefore  to  the  committee,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  myself, 
being  thus  publically  and  officially  assailed,  whether  a  full  and  tho- 
rough investigation  should  not  be  entered  into,  that  I  may,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  records  of  the  company  and  other  evidence,  refute  the 
charges  and  implications  that  otherwise  may  operate  to  my  injury. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  professional  engagements  are  pressing, 
and  that  I  appeal  to  the  committee  to  afford  me  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity to  exercise  the  privilege  accorded  to  any  citizen  of  the  common- 
wealth when  publically  arraigned. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed,) 

WALTER  GWYNN. 

£.  C.  Carrinoton,  Esq. 

Chairman,  S(C.  House  of  Delegates. 


Richmond,  February  21,  1851. 

Sir, 

I  handed  your  letter  to  several  members  of  the  committee  of 
which  I  am  chairman,  for  their  consideration ;  and  in  consequence  of 
our  pressing  engagements  before  other  committees  and  before  the 
house,  we  concluded  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  have  a  full 
meeting  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  one  determined  upon  at  our  last 
meeting.  I  will,  for  my  own  part,  cheerfully  consult  your  pleasure 
and  convenience  in  this  matter  in  every  way  consistent  with  my  duty. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
(Signed,) 

E.  C.  CARRINGTON,  Jr. 
Major  Gwynn. 
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Substitute  intended  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Carrington  of  Botetourt,  to  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  certain  matters  relating 
to  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  this  house, 
concerning  the  salary  of  the  president  of  the  James  river  and  Ka- 
nawha company — the  delays  of  that  company  in  completing  its  works 
to  Buchanan — the  falling  of  the  dam  constructed  by  that  company, 
commonly  called  the  Judith  dam — and  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  said  company,  and  of  other  internal  improve- 
ment companies  in  which  the  state  is  a  stockholder,  from  accepting 
employment  from  any  other  company  than  that  in  which  he  is  chief 
engineer,  have  had  the  subjects  01  the  said  resolutions  under  conside- 
ration, and  beg  leave  to  report : 

They  have  no  other  means  of  judging  of  the  propriety  of  the  recent 
increase  of  the  president  of  the  said  company's  salary,  than  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  members  of  this  body.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  said 
increase  of  salary  during  the  pres&it  embarrassed  condition  of  that 
company's  affairs  and  of  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth,  was  in- 
expedient ;  and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  upon 
that  subject  which  is  appended  to  this  report. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  intervening  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  legislature  is  too  limited  to  admit  of  that  thorough 
investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  delays  of  the  said  company's  works 
and  the  falling  of  the  said  Judith  dam,  which  the  importance  of  those 
subjects,  and  justice  to  all  parties  concerned,  demand.  It  is  true  that 
the  said  company  have  thrown  open  their  books  to  the  committee,  and 
offered  every  facility  at  their  command  for  such  an  investigation  ;  but 
the  evidence  thus  afforded,  consisting  as  it  does  in  great  part  of  the 
reports  of  the  officers  whose  conduct  is  implicated,  is  in  its  nature  ex 
parte,  and  such  as  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  legistature  or  to 
the  public  at  large.  If  contractors  have  failed  to  execute  their  con- 
tracts in  the  periods  agreed  upon,  the  causes  of  failure  are  best  known 
to,  and  may  be  most  impartially  learned  from,  persons  along  the  line 
of  operations,  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  the  conduct,  as  well  of  the 
contractors  as  of  the  officers  of  the  company.  If  the  cause  of  delay 
was  the  letting  of  contracts  to  persons  of  insufficient  pecuniary  means 
and  deficient  personal  energy  and  enterprise,  and  blame  be  imputable 
on  that  account  to  the  officers  of  the  company,  the  fact  can  best  be 
shewn  by  evidence  derived  from  those  who,  from  vicinity  to,  and  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with,  the  contractors,  possess  the  most  perfect 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  pecuniary  circumstances.  Evidence 
upon  these  essential  points  in  the  investigation  can  best  be  taken,  and 
probably  can  only  be  obtained  along  the  line  of  the  work,  and  among 
the  community  through  which  it  passes.    The  committee  therefore 
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recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  hereto  appended  upon  that 
subject. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  investigation  is  necessary 
tipon  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  chief  engineers  engaged  upon  pub- 
lic improvements  in  which  the  state  is  interested,  from  accepting  em- 
ployment from  other  companies  than  those  in  which  they  are  chief 
engineers,  and  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
upon  that  subject  hereto  appended. 

The  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  That  the  proxies  of  the 
state  in  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  move  a  resolution  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  company,  reducing  the  salary  of  its  president 
to  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  state 
in  support  of  said  resolution,  and  to  repeat  the  said  motion  and  vote 
at  every  meeting  of  the  said  stockholders  until  the  said  reduction  is 
effected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  public  works  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  enquire  fully  into  the  causes  of  the  delay  of  the  James 
river  and  Kanawha  company  in  completing  their  works  to  Buchanan; 
also  into  the  causes  of  the  falling  of  the  Judith  dam,  constructed  by 
said  company  across  James  river ;  also  into  the  first  cost  of  works 
of  said  company  from  the  commencement  of  their  operations  to  the 
end  of  the  current  fiscal  year ;  also  into  the  conduct,  efficiency  and 
attention  to  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  said  company  since  the  resump- 
tion of  operations  above  Lynchburg:  that  besides  such  other  evi- 
dence as  may  be  collected  by  or  laid  before  them,  they  cause  evidence 
in  writing  to  be  taken  at  such  points  upon  the  line  of  the  works  above 
Lynchburg  as  they  may  think  expedient ;  and  that  they  report  the  re- 
salt  of  their  enquiries  and  the  evidence  collected  by  them  to  the  next 
general  assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  proxies  of  the  state  in  all  internal  improvement 
companies  in  which  the  state  is  or  may  be  a  stockholder,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  state  against  every  chief 
engineer  employed  by  any  such  company,  who  shall  accept  employ- 
ment in  any  other  company,  or  upon  any  other  public  work  than  that 
<rf  which  he  is  the  chief  engineer. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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[A.] 

ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 


the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company. 


In  the  present  annual  report  I  have  for  my  topic! 

First.  The  Tidewater  connection. 
Second.  The  Rivanna  connection. 
Third.  The  Southside  connection. 
Fourth.  The  first  division  of  the  canal. 
Fifth.  The  second  division. 
Sixth.  The  third  division  j  and 
Seventh.  The  fourth  division. 

In  my  remarks  upon  these  several  subjects,  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
a  simple,  brief  and  summary  statement  of  facts,  which  needs  no  orna- 
ment of  language  to  give  them  force  and  effect — no  figures  of  speech 
to  set  them  forth.     With  this  restriction  upon  myself,  I  proceed  with— 

I.     TIDEWATER   C0ITOECTI0N. 

The  works  under  this  head  were  by  contract  entered  into  at  various 
dates  during  the  fall  of  1S49,  and  required  to  be  completed  on  the  1st 
day  of  December  1851.  They  will  not  be  completed  by  that  time, 
nor  can  I  fix  any  precise  time  for  their  completion.  Upon  the  an- 
nouncement of  this  fact,  the  enquiry  will,  naturally  enough  arise,  why 
the  contractors  have  not  been  required  and  compelled  to  comply  with 
their  contracts.  In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  numerous  re- 
ports to  the  board,  setting  forth  the  condition  of  the  contracts,  anil 
stating  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  engineers  to  increase  their  forces;  and  to  the  sundry  resolves 
of  the  board,  based  upon  these  reports.  They  will  shew  that  every 
effort  and  every  means  have  been  resorted  to  to  enforce  a  compliant? 
with  the  contracts. 

Mr.  Bernard  McGrann,  the  contractor  for  the  five  locks  between  the 
basin  and  the  dock,  relinquished  his  contract  for  locks  Nos.  4  and  5 
on  the  25th  day  of  March  1S51.  They  were  immediately  relet  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Laird,  who  seemed  to  have  made  arrangements  that  would 
ensure  their,  timely  completion;  and  Mr.  McGrann  gave  every  pro- 
mise of  a  satisfactory  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  remainder  of 
his  contract.     But  in  these  expectations  we  were  disappointed.     Mr. 
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tfcGrann  has  not  completed  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  remaining 
vork  left  to  him,  after  throwing  up  his  contract  for  locks  4  and  5 ;  and 
he  contract  for  these  locks  with  Mr.  Laird  progressed  so  slowly,  that 
t  became  necessary  to  abandon  it  on  the  19th  day  of  July  1861. 
They  were  then  commenced  without  delay,  and  are  now  progressing 
on  company  account. 

The  ship  lock  has  been  delayed  by  unforeseen  difficulties,  encoun- 
tered in  cutting  through  the  cribs  on  the  river  side,  which  line  the  slip 
leading  from  the  old  ship  lock,  and  in  cutting  through  the  log  wharl- 
ing  on  the  other,  or  Rocketts  side  of  the  slip,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  coffer  dams  for  the  new  ship  lock,  past  these  timbers, 
which  would  have  served  as  a  lead  to  the  waters  into  the  lock  pit. 

This  work  has  also  been  further  delayed  by  the  inadequacy  of  the 
power,  provided  by  the  contractor  for  pumping  the  water  out  of  the 
portion  of  the  channel  below  the  old  lock,  which  forms  the  site  of  the 
new  lock.  It  is  due  to  the  contractor  to  say  that  the  inadequacy  of 
his  pumping  power  was  owing  to  a  greater  amount  of  leakage  than 
was  anticipated.  He  has  now  contracted  for  an  engine  of  eighty 
horse  power,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  sufficient  to  free  the  site  of 
the  lock  for  water,  when  the  work  will  progress  steadily  and  rapidly 
to  completion. 

I  am  aware  that  censure  is  attached  to  those  having  charge  of  the 
work  for  the  delay  in  its  prosecution,  and  that  the  delinquency  of  the 
contractors  which  is  assigned  as  the  cause,  is  not  by  every  one  consi- 
dered a  sufficient  excuse. 

The  question  is  asked,  why  do  you  not  dismiss  the  recusant  con- 
tactors, and  obtain  others  more  efficient  and  reliable  ?  This  question 
)roceeding,  as  I  suppose  it  does,  from  inexperience,  is  rational.  I 
lave,  therefore,  no  complaint  to  make  at  its  being  put,  and  no  objec- 
ion  to  answering  it. 

It  is  well  known  by  those  who  have  had  experience  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  works  everywhere,  that  delay  and  advances  in  prices 
dways  attend  relettings.  It  is  especially  so  in  the  South,  where  con- 
tactors for  masonry  are  scarce,  and  for  large  jobs  we  are  compelled, 
[  regret  to  say,  to  look  to*  the  North  for  them.  The  question  then 
presented  for  consideration,  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  failure  of  a 
ttntractor  to  prosecute  his  work  with  such  a  force  as  will  ensure  its 
XMnpletion  by  the  time  stipulated  in  his  contract,  is  an  alternative  one, 
u>d  it  is,  Whether  it  is  best  to  submit  to  the  evident  delay  arising  from 
iU  delinquency,  or  Whether  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  the  con- 
tract? In  deciding  upon  this  alternative,  reference  is  always  had  to 
lie  character  of  the  contractor,  and  by  this  guide  for  our  action,  in 
lome  cases  the  contracts  have  been  abandoned,  and  in  others  they 
lave  been  continued,  always  under  renewed  assurances  of  increased 
exertions  from  the  contractors.  Experience  has  proven,  although  it 
las  been  attended  with  the  delay  of  the  work,  that  indulgence  was 
he  best  policy ;  for,  upon  the  abandonment  of  a  contract,  we  have 
carcely  ever  succeeded  in  the  reletting  in  obtaining  a  better  contrac- 
ts, or  in  lessening  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  Many 
attracts  have  been  abandoned  as  often  as  four  times,  and  each  sue* 
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cessive  contractor  proving  as  inefficient  as  his  predecessor.  Otkers 
may  think  they  could  have  devised  more  efficient  means  for  the  pro- 
secution of  the  work ;  but  I  believe  any  set  of  men,  surrounded  by 
circumstances  such  as  those  who  have  had  charge  of  the  work  have 
had  to  contend  with,  would,  in  all  cases,  have  pursued  the  same  course 
and  the  same  policy. 

In  this  connection  I  will  transcribe  from  my  report,  accompanying 
the  15th  annual  report,  page  23,  the  following  paragraph,  which  is  ap- 
plicable to  every  part  ot  the  line : 

"  The  chief  cause  of  disappointment  and  delay  in  the  progress  of 
the  work,  may  be  ascribed  at  once  to  the  want  of  means  on  the  part 
of  the  contractors,  who,  with  but  few  exceptions,  soon  exhausted  their 
own  resources,  which  were  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  magnitude 
of  their  undertakings.  They  were  then  dependent  on  their  monthly 
estimates,  which,  with  the  reservation  of  twenty  per  cent.,  proved  in- 
adequate to  their  wants,  especially  on  the  contracts  for  masonry,  on 
which  a  large  outlay  is  always  incurred  in  the  opening  of  quarries  and 
the  preparation  of  materials,  which  cannot  be  taken  into  the  monthly 
estimates,  and  can  be  only  realized  in  the  more  advanced  stage  of  the 
contracts,  when  the  masonry  is  in  progress,  and  the  full  contract  prices 
estimated  on  the  cubic  yard.  In  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  con- 
tractors, consequent  upon  this  state  of  things,  temporary  advances 
were  frequently  made  out  of  the  reserved  twenty  per  cent.,,  but  gene- 
rally too  late,  when  credit  and  confidence  were  lost,  and  without  the 
hope  of  recovery  from  the  means  thus  acquired. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  found  impossible  to  control  and 
direct  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  alternative  constantly  presented 
has  been,  on  the  one  hand,  whether  to  submit  to  the  evident  tendency 
of  these  difficulties  and  embarrassments  to  protract  the  work,  or  on 
the  other  band,  whether  to  abandon  the  contracts,  with  the  inevitable 
delay  and  additional  cost  always  attending  a  reletting.  In  the  majo- 
rity of  cases,  the  more  temporizing  course  of  the  two  was  pursued, 
without  however  relaxing  in  a  proper  exercise  of  authority  to  press 
the  work  forward." 

Such  has  been  the  course  that  was  purlued,  when  it  appeared  that 
means  alone  were  wanting,  advances  of  a  portion  of  the  reserved 
twenty  per  cent,  were  made ;  in  other  cases  the  contracts  were  aban- 
doned. At  the  North,  where  there  is  a  numerous  class  of  professional 
contractors,  and  where  the  emigrant  population  affords  a  superabund- 
ance of  labor,  which  can  be  gathered  up  on  a  short  notice,  the  penal- 
ty of  abandonment  may  always  be  visited  upon  the  tardy  and  back- 
ward contractors ;  and  probably  there  the  latter  would  be  the  proper 
course  in  all  cases.  But  it  is  not  so  in  Virginia,  where  contractors  as 
well  as  laborers  are  scarce. 

II.    THE   RIVANNA  CONNECTION. 

This  important  auxiliary  work,  which  gives  to  a  rich  section  of 
country  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  canal,  and  which  it  is  be* 
lieved  will  contribute  largely  to  swell  the  amount  of  tolls,  was 
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pleted  on  the  first  day  of  November.  The  cost  has  exceeded  the  es» 
titnate,  owing  to  the  land  damages  exceeding  the  amount  that  was 
estimated,  and  to  the  enlargement  of  the  prism  of  the  canal  lo  make  it 
correspond  to  the  works  contemplated  by  the  Rivanna  navigation  com- 

Kny,  which  are  now  under  contract  to  6hadwelt's,  with  a  capacity  of 
:ks  and  a  depth  of  water  sufficient  for  the  largest  class  of  boats  na^ 
Vigating  the  canal* 

'    nr.    THE    80UTHSIDB   CONNECTIONS. 

The  new  connection  at  Cartersville  is  completed. 

The  New  Canton  connection  has  been  retanled  in  its  prosecution  by 
the  delay  in  completing  the  Rivannd.  connection,  which  was  relied 
upon   by  the  contractor  for .  the  transportation  of  the  stone  for  the 

Eiers  and  abutments,  the  most  of  which  was  gotten  out  during  the 
ist  fall  and  winter  from  a  quarry  on  its  banks,  three  miles  from  the 
main  canal.  The  work,  it  is  hoped,  will  now  progress  without  inter* 
raption.  The  superstructure  is  framed,  and- the  completion  of  the 
entire  job  may  be  anticipated  early  in  the  ensuing  summer. 

The  piers  and  abutments  of  the  Hardwicksville  connection  hate 
progressed  steadily  and  uninterruptedly  on  company  account ;  tbejr 
will  be  completed  in  a  few  months,  when  the  superstructure,  which  is 
already  framed,  will  be  raised. 

The  piers  and  abutments  of  the  Bent  creek  connection  are  nearly 
completed.  Mr.  Abraham  Bowers,  who  was  the  contractor  for  the  su- 
perstructure, at  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  having  made  mate- 
rial alterations  in  the  bill  of  timber  which  was  furnished  him,  and 
feiling  to  respond  to  my  communications  on  the  subject,  his  contract 
was  abandoned  on  the  3d  day  of  October  1851,  and  the  work  is  now 
under  contract  to  Mr.  Samuel  Ford,  with  a  stipulation  for  its  comple- 
tion on  the  1st  of  July  next. 

The  original  contracts  for  these  several  connections  were  within  the 
estimates,  but  owing  to  the  frequent  relettings,  (every  successive  let- 
tine  enhancing  the  price,)  their  cost  in  the  aggregate  will  exceed  the 
estimates. 

IV.    THB  FIRST    DIVISION* 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  working  of  this  important  portion  of  the  canal  during  the  past 
year.  It  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  canals  in  this  country, 
arid  furnishes  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  time,  which 
crumbles  works  of  greater  solidity  and  pretension,  lends  its  hand  to 
consolidate  and  mature  the  works  of  a  canal  for  endurance  and  resist- 
ance of  its  ravages. 

But  a  single  breach  has  occurred  during  the  whole  year,  and  that  of 
»  character  so  trivial  as  to  be  scarcely  worthy  of  notice. 

The  {lrstributioh  of  the  forces  and  the  amount  of  labor  performed 
arc  set  forth  in  admirable  detail  in  the  report  of  th6  superintendent  of 
repairs,  hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  1.    Four  locks  frefg  thoroughly 
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repaired  and  may  now  be  pronounced  better  than  when  they  weir  firit 
completed ;  five  were  repaired  temporarily,  but  so  fully  as  to  need  m 
farther  repairs  for  four  or  five  years.  '  r.  i 

-  During  the  repairs  the  levels  were  kept  full  by  passing  the  waist 
around  the  locks;  and  the  work  was  so  timed  as  to  occasion  very  Ihdv 
interruption  to  the  trade.  Two  locks  were  repaired  at  a  time.  TM 
timbers  were  all  framed  and  in  place,  the  wastes  were  made  arooni 
the  locks,  the  boats  were  all  previously  freighted  above  and  pasted 
down,  the  work  of  repairs  was  then  commenced,  and  was  completed 
by  the  time  the  boats  returned  with  their  upward  bound  cargoes-~thes 
there  was  an  intermission  until  they  passed  down  again,  when  two 
more  locks  were  taken  in  band.  And  thus,  during  the  dull  seasoft  of 
trade  in  May  and  June,  all  the  locks  may  be  repaired  with  little  ordl 
interruption  to  the  navigation  of  the  canal.  y 

The  season  has  been  marked  by  unusual  health.  No  death  has  oi* 
enrred.  And  for  one  hundred  and  five  hands,  a  physician  has  imi 
employed  but  five  times.  . "» 

No  interruption  has  been  caused  to  the  navigation  by  high  water 
nor  by  ice.  During  the  dry  weather  in  October,  there  was  a  scarcity 
ef  water  in  Maiden's  Adventure  pond,  owing  to  the  leakage  of  Hw 
dam.  tt 

The  work,  regarded  as  a  whole,  taking  into  consideration  the 
aolidation  of  the  embankments  and  the  renewal  of  many  of  the  n 
perfect  culverts,  is  at  this  time  in  a  better  condition  than  at  any  pre- 
vious period  since  the  opening  of  the  canal. 

The  contract  with  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore  for  a  stone  dam  in  front  of  the 
eld  dam  at  Maiden's  Adventure,  which  I  reported  in  my  last  annual 
report  as  being  in  progress,  was  abandoned  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
ef  May. 

The  materials  for  its  construction  will  be  prepared  during  the  wis* 
ter  on  company  account,  and  the  building  will  be  commenced  the  en* 
suing  season. 

V.    THE    SECOND    DIVISION. 

This  division  extends  from  the  town  of  Lynchburg  to  Buchanan. 
On  the  1st  day  of  October  it  was  opened  for  transportation  to  the 
mouth  of  North  river.  The  boats  will  pass  through  the  remaining 
portion  to  the  town  of  Buchanan  on  the  21st  day  of  the  present 
month. 

It  is  due  to  a  faithful  history  of  this  work,  and  to  myself  as  well  as 
toothers,  that  I  should  here  state  the  condition  of  the  work  and  the 
plans  which  I  found  in  the  office  when  I  took  charge  of  it  as  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  company  in  1847. 

Between  Lynchburg  and  the  North  river,  prior  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  work  in  1842,  the  towing  path  along  the  ponds  and  the  trunk 
of  the  canal,  with  the  exception  of  the  enlargement  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  old  Blue  Ridge  canal,  had  been  formed  and  excavated.  The 
fresh  of  1842,  and  subsequent  freshes  prior  to  the  resumption  of  the 
work  in  1847,  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  this  work.    Locks  Nos.  1, 
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S9  6  and  8  were  raised  about  five  feet  above  the  foundation.  The 
guard  lock  at  Judith  dam  was  raised  four  feet  on  one  wall  and  six  oq 
the  other.  The  foundation  timbers  of  locks  Nos.  3,  7  and  9  had  been 
laid.  The  guard  lock  at  Bald  Eagle  dam  was  completed,  and  the 
river  lock  commenced.  The  guard  lock  at  Big  Island  dam  and  lock 
No.  12  were  nearly  finished.  Locks  Nos.  13  and  15  were  completed9 
with  the  exception  of  the  plank  lining.  All  the  locks  which  were 
completed  were  built  of  hammer-dressed  rubble  masonry  lined  with 
plank;  and  all  except  locks  Nos.  11  and  12,  which  were  to  have 
been  of  cut  stone,  were  designed  upon  the  same  plan,  which  will  be 
more  fully  understood  by  reference  to  the  specifications  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  No.  2,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  walls  under 
the  coping  were  to  have  been  six  feet  thick.  The  plan  was  changed 
by  me  from  rubble  masonry  lined  with  plank  to  stone  locks,  and  the 
walls  reduced  from  six  to  four  feet  under  the  coping.  See  the  spe- 
cification hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  3.  In  conformity  with  this  spe- 
cification, locks  Nos.  1  and  2  (which  as  before  stated  had  been  comr 
menced,)  were  completed  from  the  lower  water  line ;  and  also  in  con- 
formity thereto  the  following  locks  were  constructed,  viz :  locks  Not. 
8,  4,  6,  11,  14,  and  guard  Jocks  at  Judith  dam,  Pedlar  dam,  Cole- 
man's Falls  dam,  and  the  Blue  Ridge  dam.  Locks  Nos.  5  and  7  axe 
built  of  hammer-dressed  rubble  masonry.  Lock  No.  10  was  built  in 
accordance  with  specification  marked  No.  2,  before  referred  to  in  the 
Appendix. 

The  guard  lock  at  Judith  dam,  and  the  head,  wing  and  recess  walls 
of  the*  guard  locks  at  Bald  Eagle  and  Big  Island  dams,  which  had 
been  built  with  furrings  let  into  the  walls  for  the  plank  lining  to  be 
Hailed  to,  were  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  in  accordance  with  the  speci- 
fication in  the  Appendix,  marked  No.  3.  The  body  of  the  locks  re- 
main as  they  were  built  prior  to  the  abandonment  of  the  work  in  1842. 
Lock  No.  8  was  completed  in  accordance  with  the  plan  upon  which 
it  had  been  commenced,  heretofore  referred  to.  Locks  Nos.  9, 16  and 
17  have  been  built  in  accordance  with  the  specification  hereto  annexed, 
marked  No.  4.  Plans  for  all  the  locks  on  the  portion  of  the  division 
between  Lynchburg  and  North  river,  on  which  work  had  been  coot- 
menced,  were  found  in  the  office.  Also,  plans  of  Judith  dam  and  Bald 
Eagle  dam,  specifications  of  which  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  6. 
The  plans  and  specifications  for  the  locks  were  changed  by  me  as  be- 
fore stated.  The  dams  were  built  in  accordance  with  plans  on  file  in 
the  company's  office,  and  in  conformity  to  specification  marked  No.  $, 
bereto  annexed.  I  would  here  observe  that  some  alteration  was  made 
in  the  specification  in  the  rear  course  of  masonry  in  Bald  Eagle  dam, 
•and  also  in  Pedlar  and  Big  Island  dams.  For  a  statement  of  further 
changes,  and  for  the  reasons  which  influenced  me  in  making  them, 
also  those  above  mentioned,  I  beg  leave  to  quote  from  my  annual 
■port,  page  29  of  the  15th  annual  report,  the  following  remarks : 
'  "  The  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  canal  from  Lynchburg  to  North 
river  were  made  prior  to  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  chief  engi- 
neer, and  were  predicated  upon  the  construction  of  locks  of  rubble 
masonry,  lined  with  plank  and  resting  on  foundations  of  timber,  and 


[Doc.  Mo.  l&i]] 

an  an  inner  slope  of  embankments  of  one  and  a  half  feet  base  to  tot 
foot  rise,  and  on  embankments  of  earth,  to  prevent  breaches  fin 
freshes  behind  the  abutments  of  the  dams  and  between  the  abutment! 
and  the  guard  locks. 

"  When  it  became  my  duty  as  the  chief  engineer  of  the  company 
to  examine  more  minutely  the  plans  and  estimates  of  the  work,  i 
found  that  the  cost  of  the  locks  on  plans  proposed  in  the  estimates, 
would  be  very  nearly  as  great  as  the  cost  oi  stone  locks,  and  the  for* 
oner  being  comparatively  temporary,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  stone  locks,  and  in  many  instances  when 
the  estimates  contemplated  timber  foundations  resting  on  earth,  op 
on  excavating  the  pit  down  to  the  proper  level  of  the  timber  boV 
tons,  the  earth  proved  to  be  of  such  a  treacherous  character  that  I 
extended  the  foundations  down  to  the  rock.  I  changed  the  interior 
slopes  of  the  embankment  with  a  few  exceptions,  from  one  and  a  half 
to  one,  to  a  slope  corresponding  to  a  base  of  two  feet  for  every  fool 
perpendicular  rise.  I  recommended  guard  walls  of  masonry  carried 
down  generally  to  a  rock  foundation  on  one  side  of  the  dam  uniting 
the  abutments  and  guard  locks,  and  on  the  other  running  into  the 
firm  clay  soil,  or  abutting  against  the  rocky  lining  of  the  hills  which 
limit  the  low  grounds  bordering  on  the  river,  in  lieu  of  the  mounds  of 
earth  above,  provided  for  in  the  estimates  to  guard  against  breacbel 
behind  the  abutments  of  the  dams,  which  safeguards,  unstable  and 
uncertain  at  best,  would  be  especially  objectionable  when  composed 
of  sandy  alluvium,  resting  on  materials  of  the  same  kind,  and  those 
again  underlaid  by  gravel,  as  would  be  the  case  in  almost  every  in- 
stance from  Lynchburg  to  North  river.  And  admonished  by  tka 
great  fresh  of  1847,  which  swept  far  above  the  contemplated  height 
of  the  embankments,  they  have  been  raised  above  the  reach  of  a  simi- 
lar fresh,  and  beyond  the  influences  of  a  much  higher  rise  in  tb 
fiver.  This  increase  in  the  height  of  the  embankments  involved  t 
corresponding  elevation  of  the  head  wall  and  the  wings  of  the  guard 
Jocks  and  guard  walls."* 

It  was  originally  contemplated  to  build  all  the  dams  of  stone.  0#» 
iag  to  the  great  expense  that  would  have  been  incurred  in  procuring 
stone  of  a  suitable  (quality,  I  built  Coleman's  Falls  dam  and  rebnat 
.Cushaw  and  Blue  Ridge  dams  with  timber. 

The  work  had  progressed  so  far  that  but  few  changes  in  the  loca- 
tion, if  any  had  been  desirable,  could  be  made.  I  changed  the  loca- 
tion of  Big  Island  dam  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  guard  lock 
which  bad  been  built,  to  a  more  suitable  site  on  a  ledge  of  rock  on  t 
Hue  with  the  head  of  the  guard  lock.  At  Bald  Eagle  shoals  the  guard 
lock  was  built  100  feet  above  the  proper  site  for  the  dam.  I  united  tW 
abutments  of  the  dam  with  the  guard  lock  by  a  stone  wall  runnini 
obliquely  up  the  river  to  a  line  with  the  head  of  the  guard  lock,  ana 
thence  to  a  union  with  it  It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  with  a* 
that  I  did  not  pull  down  the  old  guard  lock  and  build  another  with  to 

•  In  (he  above  quotation,  where  Buchanan  ocean  in  the  original,  I  have  substituted  Not* 
ttver,  in  order  to  make  it  more  directly  applicable  to  the  line  of  worki  which  had  Ml 
canunenced  prior  to  mjr  becoming  the  chief  engineer  of  the  eompaa/. 
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bead  wings  on  a  line  with  the  prolongation  of  the  comb  of  the  dam, 
the  site  of  which  was  fixed  by  the  ledge  of  rock  forming  the  Bald 
Eagle  shoals.  At  Roache's  island  a  dam  was  contemplated  on  each 
side  of  the  island,  of  stone  on  a  grave)  foundation  with  a  curved  fact 
cut  smooth.  For  greater  security  I  placed  the  dam  on  a  solid  foun- 
dation of  rock  at  Coleman's  falls,  one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  island* 

Between  North  river  and  Buchanan,  all  the  locks  are  built  of  lime* 
stone  rock,  in  accordance  with  the  specification  heretofore  referred  to, 
marked  No.  3.  When  I  took  charge  of  the  work  no  definite  location 
on  this  part  of  the  line  bad  been  made.  An  estimate  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Ellet,  for  locks  of  wood  and  stone  like 
those  on  the  first  division,  and  for  the  plan  of  a  continuous  canal  from 
the  head  of  the  Blue  Ridge  pond.  This  line  was  broken  by  me  with 
the  sanction  of  the  board,  into  a  mixed  improvement  of  locks  and 
dams  and  canal,  by  which  very  great  difficulties,  which  had  not  been 
fully  appreciated  and  estimated,  were  overcome.  On  this  division 
the  expenditures  have  exceeded  the  estimates  by  an  amount  between 
one  hundred  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  pre- 
cise sum  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  accounts  of  the  contractors 
are  closed.  This  is  owing,  first,  to  the  frequent  abandonment  of  the 
contracts,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  prices  in  the  relettings; 
secondly,  to  the  expense  incurred  in  making  a  heavy  embankment, 
and  in  sinking  the  ibundation  and  building  a  portion  of  the  northern 
ftbutment  of  the  towing  path  bridge,  which  is  contemplated  at  a  fu- 
ture day  at  the  head  of  Cushaw  pond  just  above  the  Blue  Ridge  ferry, 
better  known  as  the  Rope  ferry,  which  was  not  embraced  in  the  esti- 
mates; thirdly,  to  unforeseen  difficulties  incurred  in  obtaining  & 
ibundation  for  Cedar  creek  aqueduct ;  and  fourthly,  the  repairs  of  the 
breach  in  Judith  dam,  which  was  commenced  on  the  first  of  February 
and  completed  on  the  eighth  of  September. 

As  this  portion  of  the  improvement  is  now  completed,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  the  company  to  be  informed  as  to  the  character,  extent 
and  value  of  the  work  which  has  been  done.  I  therefore  deem  it 
proper  in  this  place  to  give  a  descriptive  account  of  it,  which  1  will 
do  as  briefly  as  possible. 

.  It  commences  at  the  Water  Works  dam,  half  a  mile  and  16  yards 
above  the  corporation  limits  of  the  town  of  Lynchburg.  The  fint 
level  passes  through  the  pond  formed  by  the  refluent  water  of  the 
Water  Works  dam,  a  distance  of  If  miles  and  88  yards.  The  tow- 
ing path  is  formed  10  feet  above  the  comb  of  the  dam  at  the  base  of 
the  rocky  bluffs,  which  extend  nearly  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other; 
three  small  square  stone  drains  pass  under  it  and  one  paved  drain 
over  it. 

We  ascend  from  the  river  to  the  second  level,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  and  264-  yards  in  length,  by  lock  No.  1  of  12.72  feet  lift.  Upon 
this  level  there  is  one  waste  weir  60  feet  in  length,  and  one  culvert 
over  Pigeon  creek  of  15  feet  span,  with  a  waste  over  each  parapet 
wall.  The  waste  weir  is  built  in  accordance  with  the  specification 
hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  7,  and  the  culverts  in  accordance  with 
specification  marked  No.  8.    I  will  here  remark,  to  avoid  repetitionv 
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that  the  wastes  and  culverts,  with  slight  changes  to  suit  localities,  are 
all  built  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  specifications.  In  the  excava- 
tion on  this  level,  two  bluffs  are  encountered ;  at  those  points  the 
width  of  the  canal  is  contracted  to  35  feet;  at  all  olher  places 
throughout  the  whole  division,  the  width  is  50  feet  on  the  surface. 

The  third  level  extends  from  lock  No.  2,  which  has  a  lift  of  12.78 
feet,  to  Judith  dam,  and  is  one  mile  176  yards  in  length.  Upon  this 
level  there  is  a  culvert  over  Sugar  Tree  creek  of  two  spans  of  eight 
feet  each.  The  excavation  was  of  sand  and  clay,  such  as  is  found  at 
the  intersection  of  the  hill  sides  with  the  low  grounds  all  along  the 
river.  Judith  dam  (as  also  Bald  Eagle,  Pedlar  and  Big  Island  dams) 
is  built  of  stone ;  its  length  between  the  abutments  is  419  feet ;  the 
abutment  on  the  north  side  consists  of  a  cliff  of  rock ;  the  other,  con- 
tiguous to  the  canal,  is  built  of  hydraulic  masonry,  and  is  connected 
by  a  circular  whig  wall  256J  feet  long,  also  of  hydraulic  masonry, 
with  the  head  walls  of  the  guard  lock.  The  dam,  the  guard  lock, 
and  all  the  masonry  in  connection  therewith,  is  founded  on  solid  rock. 
The  base  of- the  dam  is  2G  feet  in  breadth;  the  foundation  is  from  7 
to  10  feet  below  low  water  mark  ;  the  greatest  height  above  the  (boo* 
elation  is  33  feet ;  the  average  height  is  26  feet ;  the  thickness  under 
the  coping  11  feet ;  and  the  coping  is  9&  feet  in  length,  no  piece  be* 
ing  less  than  three  feet  wide;  all  16  inches  thick — cramped  together 
and  bolted  to  the  dam  by  iron  bolts  l£  inches  diameter  and  four  feet 
long,  leaded  from  bottom  to  top.  Through  the  guard  lock,  which  hat 
a  lift  of  1.25  feet,  the  line  enters  upon  the  refluent  water  of  the  dam, 
which  affords  slack  water  navigation  for  p.  distance  of  four  miles. 
The  towing  path  for  one  mile  is  formed  by  heavy  rock  excavation, 
through  projecting  points  of  cliff,  and  on  the  slopes  of  steep  rocky 
hill  sides  ;  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance  it  is  uplifted  above  the 
water  by  high  embankments  of  earth  and  rock,  under  which  there  are 
seven  square  drains  of  three  feet  span  each,  and  two  tow-path  bridges — 
one  across  Judith  creek  of  35  feet  span,  and  one  across  Wide  Mouth 
creek  of  30  feet  span.  The  superstructure  is  of  wood  resting  on 
stone  abutments. 

By  lock  No.  3,  which  has  a  lift  of  IS  feet,  the  line  is  raised  to  the 
fourth  level,  which  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  264  yards  in  length, 
and  extends  to  Bald  Eagle  dam.  On  this  level  several  ponds  are  taken 
in,  which  give  to  the  surface  of  the  canal  an  expanse,  which  as  in  the 
ponds  present  no  greater  resistance  to  the  passage  of  boats  than  the 
displacement  of  the  water.  The  excavation  consists  of  sand  mixed 
with  gravel. 

The  Bald  Eagle  dam  is  498  feet  between  the  abutments;  14 
thick  at  the  base  ;  seven  feet  thick  under  the  coping,  which  is  6J 
long  and  16  inches  thick,  securely  cramped  and  bolted  to  the  darn. 
Both  abutments  are  artificial.  They  are  built  of  the  best  description 
of  rock  work  masonry,  with  a  wing  wall  on  one  side  108  feet  in 
length,  running  to  the  rocky  hill  side  of  the  river — the  other,  261  feet 
long,  uniting  the  abutments  with  the  wing  wall  of  the  guard  lock. 
For  2£  miles  and  176  yards  the  refluent  water  is  used  for  navigation 
For  one  half  of  this  distance  the  towing  path  is  excavated  through 
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solid  rock ;  in  many  places  its  whole  width  is  benched  into  the  rock ; 
far  the  remainder  of  the  distance  the  excavation  was  of  clay  inter- 
mixed with  gravel  and  boulders. 

There  are  on  this  lowing  path  six  square  drains  of  three  feet  span 
each,  and  two  paved  drains  for  passing  small  branches  over  the  tow 
path. 

The  fifth  level  extends  from  lock  No.  4,  which  has  a  lift  of  13  feetf 
to  Pedlar  dam,  and  is  £  a  mile  long. 

The  dam  is  454&  feet  in  length  between  the  abutments ;  the  breadth 
at  the  base  is  15  feet ;  the  height  is  18  feet ;  the  thickness  under  the 
coping,  the  fastenings,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  coping  are  the  same 
as  in  Bald  Eagle  dam.  The  abutment  on  the  north  side  is  of  solid 
lock  ;  on  the  side  next  to  the  guard  lock  it  is  built  of  hydraulic  ma- 
sonry, and  is  united  with  the  guard  lock  by  a  wall  66£  feet  long.  For 
the  protection  of  boats  entering  the  canal,  a  pier  head  200  feet  in 
length,  constructed  of  river  rock  and  rubbish  from  the  adjacent  quarries, 
walled  all  around,  runs  up  from  the  wing  of  the  guard  lock  on  a  line 
parallel  to  a  tangent  to  the  towing  path  which  unites  with  the  guard 
lock  on  a  curve. 

After  passing  through  the  guard  lock,  which  has  a  lift  of  1.25  feet, 
the  refluent  water  from  the  dam  forms  slackwater  for  a  distance  of  lj 
miles  and  352  yards.  The  towing  path  is  10  feet  above  the  comb  of 
the  clam,  and,  being  liable  to  submergents  in  high  freshes,  the  embank- 
ments are  securely  rip-rapped  on  both  sides  where  it  is  not  excavated 
in  the  rock,  as  is  the  case  for  J  a  mile,  and  the  top  surface  is  mac- 
adamized. There  are  five  square  drains  under  the  two  path.  By  lock 
No.  6  we  rise  16  feet  to  the  sixth  level,  which  is  J  a  mile  and  176 
yards  long,  and  extends  to  Coleman's  Falls  dam.  Two  small  streams 
are  taken  into  this  level,  which  are  discharged  over  a  tumbling  waste, 
constructed  with  great  difficulty,  in  which  there  are  also  drawgates 
or  wickets  for  the  discharge  of  the  sudden  and  heavy  summer  rains, 

Coleman's  Falls  dam,  at  the  head  of  this  level,  is  constructed  of 
timber,  for  a  particular  description  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  specification  hereto  annexed,  marked  No.  9 ;  and  I  will  here  take 
occasion  to  observe  that  the  Blue  Ridge,  Quarry  Falls,  Varney's  Falls, 
Indian  Rock  and  Wasp  Rock  dams,  which  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after, are  all  built  after  the  same  plan  and  specifications.  Coleman's 
Falls  dam  is  354  feet  in  length  between  the  abutments ;  on  the  north 
ride  the  timbers  abut  against  a  bluff  of  solid  rock ;  on  the  side  con- 
tiguous to  the  canal,  against  an  abutment  of  masonry  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  guard  lock  by  a  wall  218  feet  long.  The  lower  tim- 
bers of  the  dam  (and  so  of  the  lower  timbers  of  the  dams  above 
named)  are  bolted  to  the  solid  rock,  and  the  abutments  of  masonry 
and  the  connecting  walls  are  founded  on  rock.  The  base  of  this  dam 
it  30  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  height  of  the  comb  above  the  foundation 
is  18  feet;  the  back  range  of  timbers  is  9  feet  above  the  foundation, 
which  gives  the  slope  of  the  sheeting  on  top  an  angle  of  17J  degrees. 
The  refluent  water  from  this  dam  affords  3  miles  and  352  yards  of 
llack  water  navigation.  The  towing  path  for  one  mile  is  benched  out 
of  the  sides  of  rocky  and  precipitous  cliffs ;   for  the  remainder  of 
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tbe  distance  it  is  formed  by  side  cutting  in  rocky  hill  tides  dud 
vat  ion  for  tbe  embankment  in  clay  ana  easy  alluvial  soil;  it  crtwrt 
Indian  Camp  creek  by  a  substantial  stone  culvert  of  16  feet  fjMB| 
Reed  creek  by  a  bridge  of  timber  structure  of  60  feet  span ;  two  oAer 
streams  are  crossed  by  bridges  of  similar  structure,  with  spans  of  II 
to  26  feet.  There  are  10  square  drains  under  the  towing  path  and  If 
over  drains. 

At  the  end  of  the  towing  path  we  pass  through  lock  No*  6,  fantiqg 
a  lift  of  17  feet,  to  the  seventh  level. 

This  level  extends  to  Big  Island  dam-— is  f  miles  and  88  yards  tap 
The  excavation  through  its  whole  extent  was  of  sand. 

Big  Island  dam  is  built  of  stone,  as  heretofore  stated ;  it  it  487  fat 
in  length  between  the  abutments ;  tbe  abutment  on  the  north  sides 
the  natural  rock ;  on  the  side  next  to  the  canal  it  is  of  hydraulic  a* 
sonry,  united  to  the  guard  lock  by  a  substantial  stone  wall,  fomdkti 
on  rock  266  feet  long.  The  height  of  tbe  dam  above  the  foundmtM 
is  14  feet;  the  base  is  12  feet  broad,  and  under  the  coping  it  is  8  ftst 
thick ;  the  coping  is  7  feet  in  length.  i 

The  guard  lock,  by  a  lift  of  one  toot,  conveys  us  into  the  pood,  wMnI 
is  made  subservient  to  navigation  for  a  distance  of  one  mile  and  1ft 
yards.  The  towing  path  crosses  Hunting  and  Battery  creeks,  All 
first  by  a  bridge  of  50  feet  span,  the  latter  by  one  of  20  feet.  Ttart 
are  3  square  drains  passing  under  it,  and  4  paved  drains  over  it.  Thl 
excavation,  except  at  one  point,  where  rock  was  encountered,  wu 
through  common  earth. 

From  l  he  pond  we  ascend  to  the  eighth  level  of  £  mile  352  yards  in 
length,  by  lock  No.  7,  of  13  feet  lift.  Lock  No.  8  raises  us  8  feet  to 
the  ninth  level,  which  is  %  mile  long.  The  excavation  was  of  eartMj 
except  for  300  feet,  where  rock  was  encountered.  Upon  this  lerel 
there  is  one  culvert,  of  12  feet  span,  over  Peters'  creek ;  near  the  up- 
per end  it  enters  the  old  Blue  Ridge  canal. 

Lock  No.  9,  of  8  feet  lift,  conducts  the  line  to  the  tenth  level,  which 
is  i  mile  and  352  yards  long.  The  whole  of  this  level  was  swept  ofl 
by  the  fresh  of  1S42.  In  rebuilding  it,  the  excavation  for  the  form* 
tion  of  the  embankment  was  of  sand  mixed  with  clay  and  gravel. 

Passing  lock  No.  10,  of  9  feet  lift,  we  reach  the  eleventh  level, 
which  is  J  J  miles  and  80  yards  Ions,  and  extends  to  the  Cushaw  fidk 
Upon  this  level  there  is  a  waste  weir  42  feet  long,  and  a  culvert  of  11 
feet  span  over  Snow  creek.  Heavy  rock  excavation  was  encountered 
on  this  level  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  The  clay  which  form 
tbe  embankment  on  the  towing  path  side  of  the  canal,  and  with  which 
the  bottom  was  lined,  was  precipitated  from  the  top  of  the  overhanf 
ing  cliffs.  At  Cushaw  falls,  an  old  dam  of  the  Blue  Ridge  canal  wtf 
reconstructed.  This  dam  has  been  extended  on  the  north  side,  a  difr 
tancc  of  289  feet,  and  the  old  part,  554  feet  long,  repaired  and  raised* 
so  as  for  the  present,  and  for  some  years  to  come,  it  may  be  reiki 
upon  to  supply  the  canal  with  water. 

By  lock  No.  11,  of  5  feef  lift,  which  series  also  for  a  guard  loA 
we  ascend  to  the  refluent  water  from  the  Cushaw  dam,  through  which 
tbe  tttclflh  level  passes,  a  distance  of  i  mile  and  88  yards,  to  a  point 
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opposite  lock  No.  12,  75  yards  above  the  Blue  Ridge  ferry,  where 
the  line  crosses  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  by  a  rope  ferry,  which, 
at  a  subsequent  day,  will  be  substituted  by  a  towing  path  bridge,  the 
embankment  for  which  has  been  made,  the  rock  for  the  foundation  of 
the  piers  leveled  off,  and  the  abutments  raised  above  low  water. 
There  is  one  square  drain  under  the  towing  path.  The  towing  path 
itself  is  formed  of  earth  mixed  with  slate  rock  from  the  sides  ot  the 
mountain,  and  of  a  similar  material  from  the  excavation  for  the  chan- 
nel, in  which  there  was  also  encountered  some  large  boulders  and 
rocky  ledges. 

The  thirteenth  level  is  attained  through  lock  No.  12,  of  11.12  feet 
Kft.     It  is  i  mile  and  88  yards  in  length. 

From  the  thirteenth  to  the  fourteenth  level  we  pass  through  lock  No. 
18,  of  11.12  feet  lift.  The  length  of  the  fourteenth  level  is  one  mile 
and  176  yards.  The  excavation  was  of  a  slaty  soil  mixed  with  rock. 
There  is  one  waste  weir  upon  it,  42  feet  long. 

Lock  No.  14,  by  which  the  ascent  to  the  fifteenth  level  is  made,  has 
a  lift  of  8  feet.  Upon  this  level,  which  is  f  mile  and  126  yards  long, 
there  is  one  waste  weir  30  feet  in  length ;  the  excavation  was  made 
through  clay,  slate  and  gravel,  and  through  some  projecting  points  of 
cliffs. 

Lock  No.  15  has  a  lift  of  8  feet,  and  conducts  to  the  sixteenth  le- 
vel. This  level  is  £  mile  in  length.  It  is  made  around  precipitous 
bluffs,  and  is  protected  from  the  river  by  a  vertical  wall  20  feet  high. 

The  work  is  now  fairly  in  the  pass  of  the  Blue  Ridge  amid  the 
most  imposing  scenery. 

Through  lock  No.  16,  of  8  feet  lift,  we  ascend  to  the  seventeenth  le- 
*el.  This  is  a  short  level,  being  only  352  yards  in  length.  The  same 
difficulties  are  encountered,  and  the  same  protection  from  the  river  is 
resorted  to  as  in  the  preceding  level. 

By  lock  No.  17,  of  9  feet  lift,  we  ascend  to  the  eighteenth  level, 
which  extends  to  the  Blue  Ridge  dam,  and  is  1J  miles  and  85  yards 
long.  This  level  goes  around  the  Balcony  rock,  and  completes  the 
pass  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  It  is  overhung  by  a  gigantic  cliff  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  uplifted  and  supported  by  a  massive  stone 
wall,  to  raise  and  protect  it  from  the  river. 

The  Blue  Ridge#dam  is  placed  near  the  western  base  of  the  moun* 
tain,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  just  below  the  confluence  of  the 
North  and  the  James  rivers.  Its  length  between  the  abutments  is  455 
feet,  and  its  height  is  13  feet;  the  thickness  of  the  base  is  fifteen  feet; 
the  length  of  the  wall  between  the  north  abutment  of  the  dam  and  the 
head  of  the  guard  lock  is  120  feet.  It  is  constructed  in  all  respects 
similar  to  the  Coleman's  Falls  dam.  But  the  materials  are  not  of  as 
good  quality.  It  was  constructed  in  great  haste  immediately  after  the 
fiesh  of  1847,  which  carried  away  the  old  dam  built  for  the  Blue 
JLidge  canal,  and  was  intended  as  a  temporary  structure  to  supply 
water  power  for  the  manufacture  of  cement.  The  design  at  this  time 
was  to  build  a  stone  dam  in  front  of  it.  But  in  the  progress  of  the 
preparation  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  dam,  the  stone  dam  was 
abandoned  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  materials. 
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It  was  then  determined  to  strengthen  the  temporary  structure  to  as  to 
make  it  a  permanent  work  by  itself.  Still  it  is  not  so  strong  _ai  the 
other  dams.  I  am  however  confident  that  it  may  be  relied  upon  for 
twenty  years  at  least.  About  this  period  it  may  lie  necessary  to  cany 
out  the  original  design  of  building  a  stone  dam  in  front  of  it  and  filing 
in  between  it  and  the  present  dam  with  concrete.  The  refluent  wafltf 
from  this  dam  forms  slack  water  navigation  for  the  distance  of  If  miki 
and  307  yards.  The  towing  path  crosses  North  river  by  a  bridge  rf 
two  spans  of  126}  feet  each.  This  bridge  is  also  provided  with  a 
roadway  track  over  which  the  company  are  authorized  to  cbaigB 
tolls.  The  towing  path  is  a  continuous  embankment  formed  of  okf 
mixed  with  stone,  until  it  passes  North  river;  and  for  this  distance, 
which  is  396  yards,  the  approach  to  the  guard  lock  is  protected  by  aa 
embankment  securely  ri propped,  the  greater  part  of  which  formed  the 
embankment  for  the  Blue  Ridge  canal.  The  embankment,  under 
which  there  are  three  stone  drains,  consists  of  light  alluvial  soil  exca- 
vated from  the  bank  of  the  river.  By  lock  No.  18  we  ascend  1U 
feet  to  the  nineteenth  level,  which  is  $  mile  and  71  yards  in  length. 
This  level  encounters  heavy  excavation  through  indurated  clay  and 
gravel  for  about  half  a  mile.  But  for  the  remaining  distance  the  m- 
cavation  was  of  sand  and  common  clay.  At  its  termination,  a  dam, 
known  as  Quarry  Falls  dam,  is  constructed  of  timber.  This  dam  is  16 
feet  in  height  from  the  foundation ;  it  is  21  feet  in  breadth  at  die  base, 
and  323  feet  in  length  between  the  abutments — 270}  feet  are  con- 
structed of  timber,  and  52  J  feet  of  stone.  Both  abutments  are  of  hy- 
draulic masonry.  The  abutment  on  the  north  side  is  united  with  the 
guard  lock  by  a  wing  wall  304  feet  in  length.  On  the  south  side  the 
water  is  prevented  from  breaking  behind  the  abutment  by  a  wall  ex- 
tending into  the  river  bank,  and  thence  a  guard  bank  formed  of  clay 
and  riprapped  extends  across  the  low  grounds  of  the  river  to  the  hill 
side.  In  the  pond  formed  by  the  refluent  water  from  the  dam  there 
are  l£  miles  and  240  yards  of  slack  water  navigation.  For  half  a 
mile  the  river  bank  is  trimmed  to  the  proper  slope  and  riprapped,  to 
form  the  towing  path  ;  for  the  remaining  distance,  with  the  exception 
of  two  points  where  rock  excavation  is  encountered,  the  embankment 
is  made  with  clay  obtained  from  the  hill  sides,  and  hauled  from  i  to  J 
a  mile.  There  are  two  bridges  across  the  tow  path — one  at  Crawford's 
run  of  20  feet  span,  and  the  other  at  Branflbrd's  run  of  14  feet  span. 
Lock  No.  19,  which  has  a  lift  of  13  feet,  conducts  the  line  to  the 
twentieth  level,  which  is  337  yards  long.  Passing  lock  No.  20,  of  7 
feet  lift,  we  reach  the  twenty-first  level,  which  is  1 J  mile  and  42  yards 
in  length.  Upon  this  level  there  is  one  culvert  of  6  feet  span,  and  one 
farm  bridge.  The  excavation  was  a  light  alluvial  soil.  Through  lock 
No.  21  we  rise  8  feet  to  the  twenty-second  level.  The  length  of  this 
level  is  1  mile  and  205  yards.  The  excavation  is  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  level.  The  works  of  art  consist  of  one  culvert  of  6  feet 
span,  one  waste  weir  30  feet  long,  and  one  aqueduct.  The  aqueduct 
upon  this  level  crosses  Cedar  creek.  The  masonry  of  the  abutments 
is  of  the  character  denominated  rock  work.  The  foundation  of  the 
western  abutment  was  sunk  10  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  creek,  and 
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the  foundation  of  the  eastern  abutment  16f  feet.  The  span  is  50 
feet.  The  superstructure  is  of  timber,  suspended  on  ten  wire  cables, 
securely  anchored  in-vaults,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  in  the  masonry. 
Lock  No.  22  raises  us  10  feet  to  the  twenty-third  level,  which  ex- 
tends to  Varney's  Falls  dam,  and  is  2  miles  105  yards  long.  For  the 
distance  of  J  a  mile  this  level  is  conducted  around  a  heavy  rock  bluff, 
at  great  expense  for  rock  excavation  and  protection  walls ;  the  exca- 
vation for  the  remaining  distance  was  of  red  clay.  There  are  two 
culverts  on  this  level,  one  of  6  and  the  other  of  10  feet  span.  Varney's 
Falls  dam  is  18  feet  in  height,  the  base  is  24  feet  in  breadth,  and  its 
length  is  488.5  feet  between  the  abutments.  The  abutment  on  the 
south  side  is  a  ledge  of  rock ;  on  the  side  contiguous  to  the  lock  it  is 
built  of  hydraulic  masonry,  and  is  united  with  the  guard  lock  by  a 
wall  83  feet  in  length.  We  pass  through  the  guard  lock  to  the  pood 
formed  by  the  refluent  water  from  the  dam,  which  affords  3  miles  and 
120  yards  of  slack  water  navigation.     The  towing  path  is  crossed  by 

2  bndges  of  10  feet  span  each,  and  1  of  30  feet  span,  and  by  2  square 
drains ;  on  2  miles  ana  120  yards  the  excavation  was  alluvial  soil,  with 
some  sand  and  gravel.  The  remaining  1  mile  is  along  a  steep,  rocky 
bill  side  skirting  the  river,  broken  by  occasional  bluffs,  where  the  exca- 
vation was  principally  of  rock.  By  lock  No.  23,  which  has  a  lift  of 
15J  feet,  the  line  is  raised  to  the  twenty-fourth  level,  which  is  283 
yards  in  length.  Lock  No.  24  has  a  lift  of  8  feet,  and  opens  on  the 
twenty-fifth  level,  which  extends  1  mile  and  90  yards  to  the  Indian 
Rock  dam.  The  excavation  was  clay  and  alluvial  soil.  Upon  this 
level  there  is  one  farm  bridge.  Indian  Rock  dam  is  constructed  in  all 
its  parts  similar  to  that  at  Varney's  Falls ;  it  is  613}  feet  in  length  be- 
tween the  abutments,  19  feet  in  height,  and  24  feet  in  thickness  at  the 
base.  The  abutments  are  of  hydraulic  masonry ;  the  wing  uniting  the 
abutments  on  the  north  side  with  the  guard  lock  is  58  feet  long.  For 
the  protection  of  boats  entering  the  canal,  a  pier  head  335  feet  in  length 
has  been  built  from  the  wing  wall,  uniting  the  abutment  of  the  dam 
and  the  guard  lock.  Between  this  pier  head  and  the  towing  path  we 
enter  the  pond  formed  by  the  refluent  water  from  the  dam  by  a  rise  of 

3  feet  through  the  guard  lock,  and  for  a  distance  of  2}  miles  and 
366|  yards  we  have  slack  water  navigation.  Perpendicular  cliffs, 
rocky  bill  sides  and  precipitous  banks  were  the  obstacles  opposed  to 
the  formation  of  the  towing  path  at  almost  every  step.  Indian  Rock, 
just  above  the  dam  (from  which  it  takes  its  name)  presented  the  most 
formidable  barrier,  which  was  overcome  by  blasting  to  a  depth  of  60 
feet  through  the  point  which  projected  into  the  river.  The  cost  of 
these  formidable  difficulties  was  further  increased  in  the  formation  of 
the  towing  path,  by  the  construction  of  2  bridges  of  40  and  20  feet 
span,  respectively,  and  1  square  drain. 

By  lock  No.  25  of  16&  feet  lift,  we  ascend  to  the  twenty-sixth  level, 
which  is  i  mile  and  90£  yards  in  length. 

The  twenty-seventh  and  last  level  on  this  division,  extends  from  lock 
No.  26,  which  has  a  lift  of  9  feet,  to  Wasp  Rock  dam,  and  is  1  mile 
and  73&  yards  in  length.  The  excavation  on  this  as  well  as  on  the 
preceding  level,  was  alluvial  soil  mixed  with  clay  and  gravel 
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Waqp  Rock  dam  is  also  similar  in  its  construction  and  protection  to 
Yaroey  a  Falls  dam.  Its  length  between  the  abutments  is  3844  feet* 
iu  height  23  feet,  and  its  base  32  feet  in  thickness.  The  guard  lock 
has  a  lift  of  1  foot.  The  refluent  water  from  the  dam  extends  to  lock 
No.  1  on  the  third  division,  opposite  the  western  boundary  of  the  towa 
of  Buchanan,  and  affords  slack  water  navigation  for  a  distance  of  3| 
miles  and  30  yards.  The  tow  path  is  formed  at  an  average  elevation 
of  22  feet  above  the  comb  of  the  dam.  It  is  carried  around  Waqp 
Bock  by  a  vertical  wall  19  feet  high  and  160  feet  in  length ;  theoet 
for  }  mile  the  excavation  was  of  rock ;  for  the  residue  of  the  distance 
except  at  a  cliff  just  below  the  town  of  Pattonsburg,  (which  is  oppo- 
site Buchanan,)  where  some  rock  excavation  was  encountered,  it  con- 
sists of  clay  and  sand  mixed  with  stone  and  gravel.  There  atef 
square  drains  passing  under  the  towing  path,  4  paved  drains  over  it 
and  one  towing  path  across  Purgatory  creek  of  42  feet  span. 

A  gauge  dock  has  been  constructed  at  the  town  of  Buchanan  ind 
also  one  at  North  river. 

The  slopes  of  the  embankments  where  exposed  to  the  action  of  the 
river,  have  been  securely  protected  by  riprap.  Upon  this  division  thorn 
are  27  miles  and  613  yards  of  slack  water  navigation  and  22  miles  and 
3S5  yards  of  canal  navigation,  making  in  the  aggregate  a  total  leogtk 
of  49  miles  and  998  yards.  There  are  4  stone  dams,  7  timber  dam* 
38  locks  having  a  total  lift  of  297^  feet ;  1  aqueduct  of  60  feet  spoa, 
1  culvert  of  15  feet  span,  1  with  two  arches  of  8  feet  span  each,  2  of 
13  feet  span,  1  of  10  leet  span,  and  3  of  6  feet  span ;  48  square  drains, 
l?  towing-path  bridges,  2  farm  bridges,  and  6  waste  weirs-  The  ag- 
gfV£alc  number  of  cubic  yards  of  masonry  in  these  various  works  of 

A  Uu^i  lime  has  been  occupied  in  the  execution  of  the  work ;  but  it 
mUs<i  Iv  borne  in  mind  that  a  great  deal  has  been  done,  and  that  with 
she  exception  of  the  division  embracing  the  summit  level,  this  divi- 
sion luas  always  been  considered  more  difficult  than  any  other  on  the 
\x  h\4e  line  of  the  company's  improvement.  We  had  to  contend  with 
an  aIukvU  unbroken  chain  of  steep,  rocky  hill  sides,  precipitous  cliffs 
*ttd  mural  precipices.  Every  foot  of  the  way  had  to  be  guarded  and 
pMivlcd  from  the  river.  Although  it  might  perhaps  come  with  more 
utxyueu  from  some  one  else,  I  will  myself  here  take  occasion  to  say 
Ufcti  the  works  are  in  plan  everywhere  well  adapted  to  the  difficulties 
to  tv  overcome,  and  that  in  the  execution  they  ensure  permanency  and 
*uKftltl\  v 

The  cement  which  has  been  used  in  the  work  has  been  manufeo 
Wtwlcu  the  hue  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  A.  B.  McFarlan,  to 
whetic  ivport*  marked  No.  10,  herewith  annexed,  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 
t:tvici  tu\  instructions  he  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  submitting  it 
tv  .<  \  „uteu  of  tests,  which  have  resulted  in  proving  it  to  be  equal  to  any 
\\mk\ii  in  the  country.  These  tests  were  not  only  applied  to  the  ce- 
tucni  sii  the  mill  when  fresh  ground,  but  specimens  for  trial  were  taken 
uvut  iltc  tvui*  after  being  filled  for  transportation,  and  also  after  they 
iwwUcU  iheu  destination  at  the  several  jobs.  Mortar  was  also  taken 
nvui  ihc  uuvfcir  beds  as  it  was  mixed  for  the  various  works  of  art,  and 
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itone  cemented  together,  which  after  a  lapse  of  time  were  torn  asunder 
by  an  ascertained  force.  In  this  way  its  tenacity  as  it  passed  into  the 
work  was  ascertained.  The  various  proofs  to  which  it  has  been  almost 
daily  subjected  for  a  period  of  three  years,  are  all  recorded  in  a  book, 
which  will  be  deposited  in  the  company's  office  and  will  be  useful  in 
the  further  progress  of  the  work.  I  have  also  arranged  a  cabinet  con- 
taining specimens  of  the  various  descriptions  of  rock  and  sand  used  in 
the  construction  of  all  the  works  of  art  on  this  division  and  of  the 
foundations  of  these  structures,  which  will  serve  as  a  useful  guide 
should  the  materials  in  any  of  the  works  or  in  the  foundations  prove 
defective. 

In  short,  every  care  and  precaution  have  been  taken  and  every  pains 
bestowed,  not  only  to  ensure  the  faithful  construction  of  the  work, 
but  to  obtain  lasting  and  durable  materials ;  and  I  am  greatly  mistaken 
if-  we  have  not  been  successful  in  our  efforts. 

In  closing  this  section  of  the  report,  I  should  be  doing  injustice  to 
my  feelings  if  I  did  not  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  fidelity 
and  attention  of  the  assistant  engineers,  and  especially  the  untiring 
energy,  zeal,  skill  and  intelligence  of  D.  S.  Walton,  Esq.,  the  princi- 
pal assistant  engineer.  To  Mr.  James  M.  Harris,  the  assistant  en- 
gineer, and  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Adams,  superintendent,  also  great  credit  is 
due  for  their  unremitted  attention  in  the  management  of  the  repairs  of 
Judith  dam.  Indeed,  all  engaged  therein  did  their  duty  and  are  de- 
serving of  commendation. 

VI.    THE    THIRD   DIVISION. 

This  division  extends  from  Buchanan  to  Covington.  The  location 
is  not  yet  definitelv  fixed  upon.  I  am,  therefore,  not  prepared  to  sub- 
mit an  estimate  of  its  cost.  A  tunnel  which  occurs  6  miles  and'510 
yards  above  Buchanan,  designated  in  previous  reports  as  Ritchie's 
tunnel,  a  guard  lock  at  its  western  entrance,  two  lift  locks  and  three 
dams  with  their  guard  locks  have  been  let. 

VII.    THE    FOURTH   DIVISION. 

Upon  this  division,  which  embraces  the  pass  of  the  Alleghany,  a 
corps  of  engineers,  in  charge  of  E.  Lorraine,  Esq.  have  been  actively 
engaged  during  the  past  season  in  surveying  the  summit  level  and 
the  feeders  for  its  supply.  They  are  now  occupied  in  plotting  their 
work,  preparing  the  plans,  and  estimating  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment. When  completed,  the  facts  (in  accordance  with  my  recommen- 
dation adopted  by  thepresident  and  directors)  will  be  laid  before  a 
board  of  engineers.  This  course  I  thought  it  most  proper  to  pursue, 
for  the  reason  that  inasmuch  as  I  had  expressed  my  opinion  as  to  the 
feasibility  and  practicability  of  carrying  the  water  line  across  the  Al- 
leghany, I  was  apprehensive  that  a  report  from  me  might  not  carry 
with  it  that  force  and  weight  to  which  the  facts  would  entitle  it,  espe- 
cially with  those  who  have  preferred  to  doubt  its  practicability  despite 
of  all  the  facts  and  reasoning  which  have  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  last  25  years,  been  submitted  upon  the  subject 
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Tbe  surveys  fully  sustain  the  remark  made  ,by  me  in  my  report 
when  president  of  the  company,  "  That  a  cursory  reconnoissance  of 
the  summit  level  and  of  the  neighboring  localities  left  with  me  the 
conviction  that  the  facilities  for  its  adequate  supply  had  been  greatly 
underrated,"  and  fully  supports  the  opinion  I  have  expressed  of  the 
capacity  of  the  reservoirs  for  holding  water.  The  report  of  professor 
Tuomey,  the  eminent  geologist,  who  has  made  an  examination  of  the 
ground,  will  satisfy  all  skeptics  on  this  point.  The  whole  subject 
will  be  laid  before  you  at  an  early  day,  with  such  an  array  of  facts 
and  results  as  will  forever  settle  the  question  of  the  practicability  of 
carrying  the  canal  over  the  summit  level.  The  cost  of  the  supply  of 
the  summit  level,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  water  line  from  Co- 
vington to  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Kanawha,  will,  I 
am  confident,  be  considerably  less  than  the  cost  of  a  railroad  between 
the  same  points.  And  as  a  railroad  between  these  points  has  been 
from  time  to  time  proposed  and  pressed  upon  the  company  as  a  pan 
of  their  improvement,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  imperious  duty  to  express  my 
opinion  as  to  its  cost,  and  furthermore,  as  to  the  impolicy  of  super- 
seding the  canal  by  such  an  improvement. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Covington  to  Loup  creek  shoals,  with 
those  which  have  been  encountered  on  the  Hudson  river  railroad,  I 
am  convinced  that  they  are  much  greater  on  the  former  than  on  the 
latter. 

The  Hudson  river  railroad  with  a  single  track,  partially  graded  for 
a  double  track,  with  a  grade  line  only  five  feet  above  the  water,  ex- 
cept in  the  cut  off  through  the  high  lands,  the  rock  excavation  chiefly 
siae  cuts,  the  tunnels,  five  in  all,  varying  from  200  to  only  1000  feet 
in  length,  with  not  one  single  viaduct,  has  just  been  completed  at  a  cost 
of  $10,000,000,  or  $71,428  per  mile,  and  that  too  chiefly  under  the 
superintendence  of  William  U.  Young,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
railroad  engineers  in  the  country.  Now  I  am  sure  that  a  railway  with 
a  single  track,  (not  graded  for  a  double  track,)*  from  Covington  to 
Loup  creek  shoals,  will  not  cost  less  than  $  70,000  per  mile.  On  the 
route  which  Mr.  Ellet  recommended  as  being  the  shortest,  presenting 
the  lowest  summit  and  the  lightest  grades,  with  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered,  arising  from  the  necessity  of  laying  the  grades  high  up 
on  tbe  face  of  precipitous  cliffs,  there  are  38  viaducts  and  8  tunnels, 
one  of  which  is  2  miles  and  836  yards  in  length,  and  one  1  mile  and 
792  yards,  which,  added  to  the  remaining  six,  make  an  aggregate  of 
5  miles  325  yards  of  tunneling,  besides  an  unprecedented  amount  of 
heavy  protection  walls,  some  of  them  formed  by  blasting  rocks  from 
the  overhanging  cliffs  one  thousand  feet  in  height/  Taking  all  in  aD, 
there  is  not  a  railroad  in  the  world  which,  for  the  same  extent,  com- 

*  "  Upon  a  tingle  track  railroad,  there  can  be  but  a  limited  amount  of  basinets  done  wiA 
regularity  and  safety;  and  at  the  coat  of  transportation  on  railroads,  at  in  nearly  every 
other  business,  but  probably  to  a  greater  extent  on  railroads,  decreases  with  its  amount,  it 
follows  that  the  minimum  cost  of  carriage  cannot  be  reached  until  the  meant  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  maximum  quantity  is  afforded." 

See  the  report  of  J.  Edgar  Thompson,  Esq.,  chief  engineer  and  general  superintend** 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  appended  to  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  company. 
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bines  so  many  difficulties  and  involves  so  great  an  expenditure  in  its 
construction.  And  the  estimate  which  I  have  here  made  must  stand 
as  the  minimum  cost,  until  disproved  by  an  actual  location  made  by  a 
competent  practical  engineer,  one  who  has  had  experience  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads;  none  other  is  competent  to  make  an  estimate, 
and  no  engineer  can  make  a  correct  estimate  on  an  experimental  line. 
la  relation  to  a  railroad  through  Virginia  to  the  Ohio,  I  have  in  a 
former  report  given  my  views,  and  endeavored  to  shew  that  it  could 
not  command  the  through  travel  and  the  light  tonnage ;  that  conse- 
quently it  would  be  incapable  of  bearing  the  burden  of  transporting 
toe  gross  products  of  the  earth  or  the  heavy  tonnage,  and  therefore  it 
would  fail  in  the  essential  prerequisite  of  developing  the  resources  and 
adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  state.  At  that  time  I  had  in  my  eye, 
taking  Cincinnati  as  the  starting  point,  as  she  must  be  in  the  race  of 
competition  for  the  Western  travel,  the  rival  lines  to  New  York,  by 
Saoausky  and  by  Cleaveland,  the  routes  to  Baltimore  by  Wheeling, 
and  to  Philadelphia  by  Pittsburg.  Since  then,  "  the  right  of  way" 
question*  has  been  yielded  up  in  Virginia.     Baltimore  has  thus  ac- 

Juired  a  shorter  route  by  20  miles  through  Parkersburg  to  Cincinnati, 
ian  the  route  from  Richmond  to  Cincinnati.  And  by  the  Hempfield 
railroad,  chartered  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  the  line 
from  Philadelphia  to  Cincinnati  has  been  shortened  so  as  to  make  it 
only  69  miles  longer  than  the  railroad  from  Richmond  to  Cincinnati. 
Now,  with  the  distance  and  time  against  her,t  and  both  in  favor  of  es- 

*  The  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company,  in  his  last  annual  report, 
after  Mating  that  the  through  travel  and  tonnage  "  have  been  seriously  interfered  with  by  the 
opening  of  the  Erie  railroad,"  says,  in  allusion  to  the  charter  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
general assembly  of  Virginia,  granting  the  right  of  way  to  an  independent  company  to  con- 
nect the  town  of  Parkersburg  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  "  The  passage  of  this 
great  charter  could  not  have  been  more  opportune  than  at  this  particular  juncture,  when  to 
many  and  spirited  efforts  are  being  made  to  multiply  and  improve  the  means  of  communi- 
cation between  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  the  vast  region  lying  west  of  the  Ohio  river.  The 
right  to  connect  the  city  of  Baltimore  by  the  most  direct  line,  with  the  commercial  city  of 
the  great  west,  (alluding  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati,)  was  long  the  desire  of  those  to  whom 
had' Been  entrusted  the  direction  of  the  policy  of  this  company."        *        *        *        * 

"  It  ia  a  source  of  congratulation,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  preparations  now  going  for- 
ward to  compete  for  the  western  trade  and  travel,  the  city  of  Baltimore  has  been  placed  in 
a  position  under  the  recent  legislation  of  Virginia,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Northwestern 
charter,  and  the  construction  of  the  important  line  of  road  which  it  contemplates,  to  defy 
all  competition,  and  to  offer  facilities  greater  than  those  of  any  other  road,  connecting  the 
great  West  and  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  with  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  city  of  Bal- 
timore has  already  evinced  her  appreciation  of  this  important  charter,  by  an  application  to 
the  legislature  for  authority  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company ;  and  this  board 
would  urge  that  this  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  city  be  met  by  a  loan  to  the  Norm- 
western  company  of  the  bonds  of  this  company,  to  whatever  extent  may  be  required  in 
furtherance  of  this  object,  so  soon  as  their  own  work  shall  have  been  completed  to  the  Ohio 
river.  This  road  when  completed  will  place  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  direct  communication 
with  Cincinnati  by  a  continuous  line  of  railway,  requiring  in  the  transit  between  the  two 
points  about  26  hours,  assuming  a  rate  of  speed  not  exceeding  25  miles  per  hour." 

t  From  Richmond  to  Cincinnati  by  the  Virginia  Central  railroad,  the  distance 

is  about          ------  600  miles. 

From  Cincinnati  to  Baltimore  via  Richmond,  the  distance  is                         -  760  " 
"            "           Philadelphia  via  Richmond,      ...  858  " 
"            "           New  York  via  Richmond,         -                   -  948  " 
"            "           Boston  via  Richmond,               -                  -                  -  1163  " 
"            "           Baltimore  via  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  via  Par- 
kersburg, the  distance  is                         ....  580  " 

(Which  can  be  reduced  10  miles  by  the  Knobbly  mountain  cut  off.) 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 

tdb&shed  markets,  no  one  will  contend  that  Virginia  can .  enter  4be 
competition  upon  a  line  of  railway  with  any  earthly  hope  of  soccestv 
The  Northern  cities  having  the  markets,  and  of  course  the  trade  and 
the  travel,  there  would  be  nothing  to  sustain  the  railroad  in  Virginia* 

There  is  bnt  one  way  by  which  a  railroad  through  Viiginia  to  tfci 
Ohio  can  be  maintained ;  and  paradoxical  as  that  may  seem  to  the  rait 
way  advocates,  that  way  is  to  follow  the  example  of  New  York  and 
complete  the  canal.  What  New  York  was  before  her  Erie  canal  was 
made,  Virginia  is  now ;  that  is,  without  commerce  and  without  trade, 
She  now  has  her  Hudson  river,  her  Erie,  her  Albany  and  Buffalo,  bar 
Harlem  railroad  to  Albany,  numberless  oth6r  railroads,  and  her  iJ 
■ost  countless  cities — all  the  offspring  of  her  canal.  New  York  is  mm 
in  communication  with  the  whole  world.  She  is  the  empire  state.  It 
remains  for  Viiginia  to  decide  whether  she  will  follow  the  example  of 
New  York,  and  reap  the  golden  fruit  which  awaits  her,  or  whether 
she  will  mount  the  "  iron  horse"  in  pursuit  of  a  barren  sceptre,  for  sock 
would  be  her  reward  in  careering  over  a  line  of  railway  which  wm 
not  preceded  by  flourishing  towns,  by  the  "  plough,  the  loom  and  the 
anviL"  A  desolate  waste  reverberating  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  aoKr 
twy  locomotive  on  the  lonely  railway  track,  would  signalize  the  fcfly 
of  an  willful  a  disregard  of  the  salutary  lesson  which  the  rise,  prograi 
and  success  of  the  Erie  canal  teaches.  Everybody  will  admit  dot 
Virginia  can  in  no  other  way  recover  her  position  in  commerce  apd 
take  the  high  stand  to  which  her  great  resources  entitle  her,  than  by 
doxoloping  those  resources  and  building  up  a  market  within  her  bor- 
ders. And  no  one  will,  I  presume,  contend  that  either  can  be  effect- 
ed by  anv  system  of  railroad  which  can  be  devised,  confined  to  ber 
o\vn*bortUT8.  The  wildest  advocates  of  a  railroad  from  Richmond  to 
tho  Ohio  river  have  never  contended  that  it  would  stand  any  chance 
of  success  if  confined  to  the  products  of  the  state.  Their  calculations 
are  based  chiefly  on  the  trade  of  the  west. 

The  history  of  our  own  country,  without  going  further  back,  pre- 
sents the  fact  that  it  is  the  introduction  of  the  trade  of  neighboring 
states  which  confers  political  and  commercial  power. 

from  Cincinnati  to  Baltimore  via  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  via  Wheel- 
ing Ih*  distance  i*  -         635  mil* 

VWm  Cincinnati  to  Philadelphia  via  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  railroad  via 
P\«4hu^  the  distance  is  -  -        683    u 

INfvw  Cincinnati  to  Philadelphia  via  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  via  the  Herap- 
lt*HI  raittvad  via  Wheeling,  the  distance  is  -  669    u 

ri^n  Cincinnati  to  New  York  via  Cleveland  aud  Dunkirk,  the  distance  is  859    " 

"  "  Ho st on  via  Cleveland,  Buffalo  and  Albany,  the  distance  it      970    " 


A  comparison  of  the  above  distances  shews  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  by  the  Baltimore 
and  l^io  railroad  is  i.H)  miles  nearer  Cincinnati  than  Richmond ;  that  from  Cincinnati  I* 


'hiladelphi 

«*u  ta  Not  Yoik  bt  Richmond,  the  distance  is  89  miles  in  favor  of  the  route  by  Dunkirk 
a*kl  CWv^Uuvl ;  that  front  Cincinnati  to  Boston  by  Richmond,  the  distance  is  193  miles  ii 
Aniw  of  the  i\»ut*  from  Boston  by  Albany,  Buffalo  and  Cleveland  to  Cincinnati. 

Ns>\\  the  dv*utiaiu>u  \.*t'  the  travel  being  to  the  cities  north  of  Richmond^  unless  "  the  ad- 
\«Mta£v  of  lime  and  distance"  be  disregarded,  the  Virginia  railroad  cannot  command  it 
Yn*  fokv  thot*  rout*  from  Cleveland  to  l)unkirk  will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  twelve 
^uttaW  whvtt  th*  journey  between  Cincinnati  and  New  York  will  be  performed  in  about 
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An  emporium  cannot  be  formed  by  the  products  of  any  one  single 
state,  however  varied  those  products  may  be ;  and  owing  to  the  num- 
ber of  rival  towns  in  Virginia  contiguous  to  the  seaboard,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  concentrate  the  trade  of  the  state  on  any  one  point. 
The  commerce  of  other  states  being  then  an  indispensable  adjunct  to 
a  system  of  improvements  for  the  development  of  our  state,  the  ques- 
tion is,  How  is  that  to  be  obtained? 

I  have  shewn  that  owing  to  rival  improvements,  having  the  advan- 
tages of  time  and  distance,  leading  to  established  markets  of  import 
and  export,  commanding  thereby  the  trade  and  travel  of  the  great 
West,  that  a  railroad  from  Richmond  to  the  Ohio  could  not  compete 
tvith^hem,  and  would  therefore  fail  to  accomplish  the  object.  ^ 

The  only  possible  way  of  effecting  it,  is  to  devise  some  cheaper 
mode  of  conveyance  than  is  possessed  by  the  rival  cities  of  the  North- 
some  mode  which  they  cannot  rival,  which  will  draw  the  trade,  build 
up  cities  and  towns,  give  activity  to  commerce,  create  travel,  and 
thereby  the  necessity  for  a  railroad  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
travel,  which,  after  all,  ever  follows  and  never  loses  sight  of  the  gross 
products  of  the  earth,  howsoever  sublimated  and  refined  we  may  be- 
come in  our  ideas.  As  I  have  before  intimated,  that  mode  is  water 
transportation ;  and  any  dispassionate  man  who  will  investigate  the 
subject,  will  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  to  its  advantages  and  the 
niter  futility  of  attempting  any  other  mode  of  improvement  at  this 
time.# 

•  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  is  so  often  referred  to  by  the  advocates  of  railroads  in 
Virginia,  that  I  may  be  excused  for  drawing  largely  on  the  reports  of  that  company.  What 
they  have  to  contend  with,  the  line  through  Virginia  will  have  to  contend  with;  what  ther 
rely  upon  to  sustain  their  road,  the  line  through  Virginia  will  have  to  rely  upon;  they  both 
encounter  the  same  rivalry.  The  intelligent  and  sagacious  president  of  that  company, 
while  he  is  advocating  his  railroad  with  the  experience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  before  him, 
and  states  its  advantages  with  the  pen  of  a  ready  and  elegant  writer,  never  loses  (tight  of 
water  transportation  as  the  means  of  beating  down  the  formidable  opposition  of  the  long 
lines  of  railroads  arrayed  against  him.  If  I  had  time  to  go  back  to  the  former  reports  of 
the  Bakiinore  and  Ohio  railroad  company,  I  could  draw  from  them  the  strongest  arguments, 
■et  forth  by  the  distinguished  presidents  of  that  company,  who  have  always  adopted  the 
policy  of  keeping  their  road  within  its  proper  sphere,  that  could  anywhere  be  found  in 
favor  of  water  carriage  over  railway  transportation.  But  with  the  short  period  remaining 
to  me  when  this  report  must  be  laid  before  you,  and  the  heavy  pressure  of  business  conse- 
quent upon  the  near  approach  of  the  annual  meeting  oftbe  stockholders,  I  am  compelled  to 
confine  myself  to  a  few  extracts  from  the  25th  annual  report  now  before  me.  In  this  report 
the  president  bears  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  superiority  of  water  over  railway 
transportation.  Referring  to  the  Ohio  river,  he  says:  "The  board  see  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  river  navigation  will  ever  lose  its  importance,  whether  for  passengers  or 
freight  in  any  view  which  may  be  presented  of  the  nature  and  facilities  of  railroad  trans- 
portation. In  cheapness  of  transportation,  the  navigation  of  the  Western  rivers  may  be 
said  to  be  without  a  parallel,  and  to  defy  any  competition  which  modern  science  and  inge- 
nuity will  be  likely  to  suggest.  From  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  a  distance  of  two  thou- 
sand and  fifty  miles,  the  present  charge  for  a  cabin  passage,  inclusive  of  board  and  living, 
does  not  exceed  fifteen  dollars,  while  for  the  same  distance  by  railroad,  at  the  usual  rates, 
it  would  range  from  sixty  to  eighty  dollars,  exclusive  of  board  and  extras  incident  to  this 
mode  of  conveyance.  It  is  a  fact  also  worthy  of  note,  that  the  article  of  flour  can  be  trans- 
ported from  Pittaburjr.  to  New  Orleans  at  a  cost  little  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  barrel.  For  the 
same  distance  by  railroad,  the  charge  at  the  average  rate  would  be  six  dollars  per  barrel; 
and  in  like  proportion,  as  we  reduce  the  rate  to  a  standard  which  may  be  found  to  yield  a 
remunerating  return,  after  deducting  the  expense  properly  chargeable  to  the  accounts  of 


dred  or  »  thousand  miles,  duapitn  and  comfort,  with  a  large  majority  of  the  traveling 
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The  discussion  of  this  subject  would  extend  this  report  to  an  almost 
interminable  length,  and  transcend  the  limits  prescribed  to  myself  in 
the  outset,  of  a  summary  statement  of  facts. 

I  have  said  thus  much  with  the  view  of  inviting  others  to  the  coo* 
sideration  of  the  subject,  and  under  the  imperious  sense  of  the  obligsf 
tion  imposed  upon  me  in  the  legitimate  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  warn 
the  state  against  embarking  in  an  improvement  upon  estimates  which 
I  know  to  be  erroneous — an  improvement  which  will  have  the  effect 
seriously  to  embarrass  her  finances  and  postpone  the  completion  of  the 
water  line  which  I  believe  to  be  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
state,  and  which  I  am  confident  will  be  carried  through  to  the  Ohio 
river.  If  not  before — as  I  hope  and  trust  it  will  be — it  will  follow  on  at 
tfie  result  of  the  severe  ordeal  of  the  failure  of  the  railroad,  as  the  last 
hope  of  recovering  from  its  sad  and  ruinous  effects. 

•  • 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  J.  R.  SfK.  Co. 

Richmond,  November  18/A,  1861. 

public,  are  more  important  than  time,  and  the  traveler  who  consults  pleasure  and  conve- 
nience, will  avoid,  at  almost  any  sacrifice,  the  monotony  and  fatigue  of  successive  days  and 
nights  of  railroad  travel."  These  facts,  derived  from  the  large  experience  of  the  president, 
are  set  forth  with  the  view  of  shewing  that  "cheapness  and  comfort"  of  the  river  line  it 
connection  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  will  ensure  to  it  the  through  travel.  The 
same  medium  of  cheap  transportation  is  relied  upon  to  secure  the  trade.  For"  In  connec- 
tion," says  the  president,  "with  the  already  reduced  rates  on  the  Ohio  river,  this  road  may 
be  expected  to  offer  inducements  not  only  to  our  own  city,"  (Baltimore,)  "  but  to  Phfladei> 

Shia,  New  York  and  Boston,  which  cannot  fail  to  attract  a  large  proportion  of  merchandize 
estined  for  remote  situations  in  the  West,  which  has  heretofore  sought  other  and  more 
expensive  channels  of  communication/' 

"  The  through  charge  upon  general  tonnage  by  the  New  York  and  Erie  road,  bfetweea 
New  York  and  Cincinnati,  has  been  lately  announced  at  an  extreme  limit  of  $1  60  per 
hundred  pounds.    The  highest  rate  between  New  York  and  Baltimore  will  not  exceed 

fifteen  cents.    If  to  this  we  add  a  charge  of  say  fifty  cents  over  the  Baltimore  and  Obio 
..       .....  ?  _      .      . . s__w.™._-« *~__m  lher 
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Erie  road,  the  charge  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  being  more  in  proportion  to 
length  and  the  profit  greater  than  on  the  Erie  road  at  the  rate  above  indicated." 

The  above  shews  the  ratio  between  the  rates  of  transportation  on  the  Ohio  river  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  be  as  one  to  five.  With  a  continuous  water  line  to  Rich- 
mond and  the  advantage  of  70  miles  in  distance  over  the  route  to  Baltimore  bv  Wheeling, 
on  which  there  are  379  miles  of  railroad,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  shew  tnat  product 
could  be  carried  cheaper  from  Point  Pleasant  by  Richmond  to  Baltimore,  if  it  must  gt 
there,  than  by  Wheeling  to  Baltimore. 
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To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  to  you  a  condensed  view  of  the  opo» 
-rations  on  the  western  improvements  since  my  last  annual  report,  the 
(extraordinary  repairs,  ordinary  repairs  and  financial  condition  will 
claim  attention  in  their  order. 

The  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and 
thirteen  cents  ($1,764  13,)  balance  due  on  Gauley  bridge,  has  been 
paid  the  last  year,  shewing  the  total  cost  of  that  work  to  be  eight 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 
($  8,448  34.)  If  a  due  allowance  be  made  for  the  cost  of  the  parapet 
walls  protecting  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  at  either  end — for  the 
cost  ot  painting  and  the  extra  finish  at  the  ends,  none  of  which  were 
embraced  in  the  original  estimate,  it  will  be  found  that  the  sum  ex- 
pended has  very  little  exceeded  the  original  estimate  of  that  work. 

The  new  arched  bridge  over  the  middle  crossing  of  Dunlap's  creek 
in  the  county  of  Alleghany  has  been  completed  and  in  use  since  the 
1st  of  December  last. 

It  is  a  beautiful  structure,  measuring  on  the  comb  one  hundred  and 
-sixty-two  feet,  having  a  single  cart  way,  and  built  after  the  same 
model  as  Gauley  and  Coal  bridges,  and  handsomely  finished  with 
the  exception  of  painting.  The  total  cost  of  this  bridge  is  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  sixty-nine  cents 
($1,325  69.) 

The  bridge  over  Howard's  creek,  which  is  an  arched  bridge  also, 
bat  of  a  different  description,  has  been  roofed  and  weather  boarded 
during  the  past  year.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars thirty-four  cents  has  been  paid  on  account  of  this  bridge  the  pre- 
sent year,  making  the  total  cost  of  this  structure  five  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents  ($  555  49.) 

Kepairs  were  made  necessary  on  the  upper  bridge  over  Dunlap's 
creek  by  the  warping  of  the  Umbers,  which  have  cost  fifty  dollars  and 
two  cents. 

A  small  bridge,  eighteen  feet  long,  and  costing  eighteen  dollars,  has 
been  built  over  Staton's  branch,  Kanawha  county. 

The  sum  of  forty-five  dollars  has  been  paid  out  on  account  of  shitf- 
gles  for  roofing  the  upper  bridge  over  Mud  river. 

A  new  trestle  bridge,  one  hundred  feet  long,  and  costing  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars,  has  been  built  over  Russel's  creek  in 
the  county  of  Cabell. 

The  above  constitute  the  several  extraordinary  works  called  for  on 
this  improvement  during  the  Inst  fiscal  year,  and  have  required  a  dis- 
bursement, in  the  aggregate,  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  eighteen  cents  (t  3,558  18.) 
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But  for  the  singularly  favorable  winter,  which  left  the  road  in  much 
better  than  the  usual  condition  in  the  spring,  the  apparent  cost  of  re- 
pairs for  the  season  would  have  been  unusually  large.  Owing  to  the 
interruption,  by  cholera,  of  the  work  at  the  proper  time  last  season,  a 
considerable  disbursement  for  road  repairs  made  late  last  fall,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  increasing 
them  much  beyond  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  executed  this  season* 

The  weather  proved  unusually  favorable  for  operations  on  the  road 
till  the  1st  of  July,  at  which  time  the  hands  were  generally  discharged, 
leaving  the  road  in  excellent  repair. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  twenty  odd  miles  of  road  next  east  of 
Gauley  bridge,  were  visited  by  excessive  rains,  causing  a  number  of 
earth  slips,  and  so  seriously  washing  that  portion  of  road  as  to  ren- 
der additional  work  absolutely  necessary.  In  the  execution  of  this 
work  a  considerable  additional  outlay  had  to  be  met. 

The  month  of  August  was  distinguished  by  heavy  and  frequent 
rains,  extending  from  one  terminus  of  the  road  to  the  other.  These 
rains  have  greatly  impaired  the  appearance  as  well  as  comfort  of  the 
road,  besides  making  it  necessary  to  apply  considerable  repairs  at 
different  points — work  which  is  now  in  progress. 

There  has  been  paid  out  for  ordinary  repairs,  including  the  work 
last  fall,  after  deducting  for  sales  of  cattle,  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  dollars  seventy-six  cents,  or  seventeen  dollars 
and  twenty-eight  cents  per  mile. 

About  the  middle  of  July  the  usual  force  was  organized  for  work 
on  the  Kanawha  river.  The  first  work  in  view  was  setting  the  buoys, 
many  of  which  had  been  displaced  or  destroyed  during  the  winter. 

Until  a  suitable  stage  of  water  might  occur  for  this  work,  the  hands 
were  engaged  in  repairing  the  walls  and  wing  dams  at  Elk  shoals. 
Since  setting  the  buoys,  which  was  completed  at  the  earliest  practica- 
ble period,  the  force  has  been  employed  at  Two  Mile,  Tyler  and 
Johnson  shoals,  and  in  removing  from  different  points  reefs  of  sand 
end  gravel  deposited  by  sudden  rises  in  the  small  tributary  streams. 

Some  work  now  remains  to  be  done  at  Johnson  and  Redhouse 
shoals,  and  at  Baber's  dam,  which  will  probably  be  completed  by  the 
middle  of  October. 

The  disbursements  for  the  Kanawha  river  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  including  damages  to  boats,  law  expenses  and  repairs,  amount  to 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents 
($2,548  36.) 

As  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  comprises  only  eleven  months,  a  just 
comparison  between  the  collections  and  those  of  the  previous  year 
cannot  be  made. 

During  eleven  months  there  has  been  collected  from  the  Kanawha 
road  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  five  cents 
($  7,357  05,)  about  one  thousand  dollars  less  than  was  collected  in  the 
previous  twelve  months. 

The  tolls  accruing  on  the  Kanawha  river  during  the  same  time 
amount  to  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  thirty- 
three  cents,  only  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  fifty  cents  less 
than  the  tolls  accruing  the  preceding  twelve  months. 
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The  collections  from  the  same  source  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
imount  to  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  eighty* 
ive  cents,  only  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  seventy-two 
cents  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  amount  of  delinquent  tolls  has  been  increased  the  last  year, 
owing  in  part  to  the  pecuniary  pressure  that  has  prevailed,  but  mainly 
lo  the  discontinuance  of  the  Salt  association  that  had  existed  in  Ka- 
nawha, and  the  formation  of  a  joint  stock  company  involving  heavy 
individual  subscriptions. 

Arrangements,  however,  have  now  been  effected,  by  means  of  which 
a  gradual  but  certain  reduction  of  the  delinquent  list  will  be  made  till 
all  that  is  available  will  disappear  from  the  collector's  abstract- 
Respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

E.  WALKER. 


868  [Doc.  No.  18.] 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  company,  held  on 

Wednesday,  February  5th,  1851. 

Resolved,  That  the  chief  engineer  report  to  the  board  a  plan  for  the 
repairs  of  the  breach  of  Juditn  dam. 

i  That  he  state  the  effect  on  the  work  of  repairing  with  a  battre,  as 
suggested  in  the  communication  of  Col.  W.  Turnbull  to  the  commit* 
tee  of  stockholders,  referred  to  the  board  of  directors ;  and  that  he 
also  report  whether  an  equal  increase  of  strength  and  security  can  be 
given  to  the  dam  by  substituting  courses  of  additional  masonry  on  the 
back,  instead  of  a  battre  on  the  front  of  the  dam,  or  otherwise. 


Friday,  February  7lh,  1861. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  a  speedy  decision  by  competent  autho- 
rity of  the  questions  involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the  stockholders, 
referring  the  subject  of  the  repairs  of  Judith  dam,  with  the  report  of 
their  committee  to  the  board  of  directors,  and  of  its  importance,  and 
the  executive  committee  deeming  the  presence  of  the  board  necessary: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  board  of  directors  be  sum- 
moned to  meet  on  Tuesday  the  ISth  instant,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration.  At  which  meeting  the  chief  engi- 
neer is  directed  to  report  in  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  5th  inst. 


Thursday,  February  20tb,  1861. 

A  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  on  the  subject  of  the  repair  of  the 
breach  at  Judith  dam,  made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  5th  inst.  was  submitted  and  considered. 

On  the  weight  of  authority  and  the  reasoning  on  the  subject,  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  sufficient  ground  to  suppose  that  the  breach 
was  the  result  of  any  defect  in  the  plan  of  the  dam,  as  to  its  present- 
ing adequate  resistance  to  the  pressure  to  which  the  structure  was  li- 
able to  be  exposed.  The  board  of  directors,  in  approving  the  report  of 
the  chief  engineer  now  presented,  will  not  withhold  the  expression  of 
the  cordial  approval  of  his  suggestion,  that  precautions  should  be  ta- 
ken to  give  additional  strength,  notwithstanding  their  belief  that  the 
original  plan  was  sufficient,  and  that  it  is  the  expectation  of  the  board 
that  to  this  end  such  modifications  shall  be  from  time  to  time  proposed 
to  the  board,  as  the  chief  engineer  may  find  conducive  to  tne  object 
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in  the  progress  of  the  work  of  repair.  Promptness  and  energy  in 
making  the  repair  are  desirable,  but  security  must  not  be  disregarded. 
Resolved,  Tnat  the  chief  engineer  take  measures  for  the '  repair  of 
the  dam  on  the  plan  suggested  in  his  report  of  the  18th  inst.,  taking 
care,  if  the  worn  is  to  be  let,  to  contract  to  reserve  full  authority  on 
the  part  of  the  company  to  change  the  same,  if  it  shall  be  deemed 
advisable  to  do  so  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 


Friday,' February  21st,  1861. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  chief  engineer  in  relation  to  the 
plan  of  operations  for  the  repairs  of  Judith  dam ;  and  upon  considera- 
tion, the  same  was  approved. 

1.  The  board  are  entirely  satisfied  that  the  best  interest  of  the  com- 
pany will  be  promoted  by  doing  the  work  of  repair  on  company  ac- 
count. 

2.  The  chief  engineer  is  authorized  to  proceed  immediately  to  or- 
ganize a  force  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  breach. 

3.  That  the  board  approve  the  plan  of  operations,  in  selecting  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  experienced  in  such  structures,  and  the  allowance  at 
the  rate  of  $125  per  month  is  approved,  as  well  from  the  qualificar 
tions  required  in  the  duty  as  from  the  necessity  of  urging  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work  by  night  as  well  as  by  day ;  and 

4.  The  assignment  of  an  assistant  engineer  to  the  special  duty  of 
superintending  the  work. 

Extract  from  the  records. 

WM.  P.  MDNFORD,  Sec'y. 
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Richmond,  February  5th,  1851. 

Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  executive  committee 
of  this  date,  calling  on  "  the  chief  engineer  to  report  to  the  board  a 
plan  for  the  repairs  of  the  breach  of  Judith  dam ;  that  he  state  the 
effect  on  the  work  of  repairing  with  a  battre,  as  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication of  Col.  Wm.  Turnbull  to  the  committee  of  stockholders 
referred  to  the  board  of  directors ;  and  that  he  also  report  whether 
an  equal  increase  of  strength  and  security  can  be  given  to  the  dam  by 
substituting  courses  of  additional  masonry  on  the  back,  instead  of  a 
battre  on  the  front  of  the  dam  or  otherwise :" 

I  beg  leave  to  report — 

1st.  That  the  plan  and  specifications  upon  which  the  dam  was  ori- 
ginally built  calls  for  dimensions  quite  ample,  and  for  a  class  of  ma- 
sonry entirely  sufficient  for  the  repairs  of  the  breach.  But  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  completion  of  the  work,  and  to  this  end  to  enable  it  to  be 
carried  on  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  with  more  despatch  and  cer- 
tainty of  faithful  execution,  and  with  the  view  also  of  keeping  it  in  a 
condition  to  be  less  liable  to  serious  accidents  from  sudden  and  unex- 
pected rises  in  the  river,  I  would  recommend  the  following  specifica- 
tion for  the  masonry: 

Specifications  for  the  repairs  of  the  breach  in  Judith  dam. 

The  lower  course  of  face  stone  shall  be  20  inches  wide,  and  the 
second  course  shall  be  32  inches  wide,  and  shall  break  joints  at  least 
one  foot  on  the  stone  back  of  the  face  stone.  In  the  second  course 
there  shall  be  a  header  of  2  feet  in  length  on  the  wall,  extending  back 
into  the  wall  five  feet,  one  in  every  ten  feet  length  of  the  wall;  the 
length  of  the  stretchers  shall  not  be  less  than  4  feet  on  the  face  of  the 
wall.  The  joints  shall  be  close  for  a  distance  of  18  inches  measured 
back  from  the  face  of  the  wall. 

The  face  of  the  wall  on  the  front  or  down  stream  side  of  the  dam, 
will  be  made  of  such  alternate  courses  as  those  above  described,  to 
the  coping. 

The  rear  face  of  the  wall  to  be  made  to  conform  to  the  original 
specification,  the  headers  to  be  placed  opposite  the  headers  in  the  Trout 
of  the  dam,, 

The  interior  stone  shall  be  laid  in  courses  corresponding  to  the  front 
and  rear ;  the)7  are  to  be  split  out  to  regular  forms  and  dimensions,  and 
shall  in  all  respects  be  equal  in  quality  and  shape  to  the  front  stones 
before  they  are  dressed ;  no  stone  to  have  less  than  12  feet  area  of 
bed,  laid  closely  and  compactly  together,  so  as  to  form  good  bond  and 
substantial  work,  and  tie  the  wall  from  front  to  back. 

The  interior  stones,  where  they  rest  on  the  beds  of  the  front  or  rear 
stones,  shall  be  hammer-dressed,  so  as  to  make  a  joint  not  exceeding 
half  an  inch. 
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All  the  stones  to  be  laid  in  full  beds  of  mortar,  and  the  joints  to  be 
filled  with  concrete,  where  practicable ;  when  so  close  as  not  to  admit 
concrete,  with  mortar  or  grout  as  may  be  directed. 

2d.  "  The  effect  of  repairing  the  breach  with  a  batter  as  recom- 
mended by  Col.  Turnbnll,  would  be  to  involve  the  company  in  an  ex- 
pense of  about  $15,000  over  and  above  what  it  would  cost  on  the 
plan  above  proposed.  For  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  build  up  the 
breach  with  a  batter,  and  leave  the  remaining  portions  of  the  dam 
vertical.  If  the  batter  is  introduced  it  would  involve  the  necessity  of 
taking  out  the  front  stones  of  the  whole  dam,  down  to  the  foundation. 
And  in  order  not  to  reduce  too  much  the  thickness  of  the  wall  at  the 
top  of  thetfinished  portion,  and  to  avoid  disturbance  to  the  masonry 
of  the  interior  of  the  dam  in  carrying  back  the  batter,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  thickness  of  the  base  of  the  dam  in  front  by 
the  number  of  inches  or  feet,  which  the  ratio  of  the  batter  applied  to 
the  height  of  the  dam  would  give. 

While  a  batter  of  one  inch  to  the  foot  would  have  increased  the 
resistance  of  the  dam  in  its  original  construction  about  one-tenth,  I 
think,  owing  to  the  disturbance  of  the  old  masonry  which  the  intro- 
duction of  the  batter  would  render  necessary,  and  the  imperfection 
which  then  would  be  despite  of  all  precautions  in  the  bond  between 
the  new  and  the  old  masonry,  that  it  would  in  the  present  case  weaken 
the  dam. 

3d.  In  reply  to  the  last  enquiry  embraced  in  thrf  resolution,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  the  same  strength  and  security  can  be  given  to  the 
dam  by  increasing  its  thickness,  as  would  be  imparted  to  it  by  the  bat- 
ter, and  the  thickness  can  be  increased  without  adding  any  more  cost 
than  would  be  indicated  by  the  additional  masonry. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  J.  R.  tf  K.  Co. 

John  Y.  Mason,  Esq. 

President  J.  R.  tf  K.  Com. 


Richmond,  February  18th,  1851. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  6th  instant,  calling  on  "  the  chief  engineer  to  report  to  the 
board  a  plan  for  the  repairs  of  the  breach  in  Judith  dam :  that  he 
«tate  the  effect  on  the  work  of  repairing  with  a  batter,  as  suggested  in 
the  communication  of  Col.  Wm.  Turnbull  to  the  committee  of  stock- 
holders, referred  to  the  board  of  directors ;  and  that  he  also  report 
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whether  an  equal  increase  of  strength  and  security  can  be  given  to  the 
dam  by  substituting  courses  of  additional  masonry  on  the  back,  instead 
of  a  batter  on  the  front  of  the  dam,  or  otherwise :" 

I  beg  leave  to  report — 

1st.  That  the  plan  upon  which  Judith  dam  was  built  calls  for  di- 
mensions quite  ample,  and  for  a  class  of  masonry  entirely  sufficient  far 
the  repairs  of  the.  breach. 

The  plan  of  a  dam  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion.  There  is  no  subject 
in  civil  engineering  susceptible  of  more  rigorous  investigation  and 
closer  mathematical  demonstration  than  the  pressure  of  earth  and  war 
ter,  and  the  strength  of  walls  and  embankments  capable  of  resisting 
that  pressure.  Both  subjects  have  been  fully  discussed  by  the  ablest 
mathematicians  and  engineers  of  Europe  and  America.  We  have  the 
experience  of  centuries  to  test  the  truth  of  the  mathematical  principles 
applied  to  the  stability  of  revetments,  and  in  no  instance  which  has 
come  under  my  observation,  or  within  the  scope  of  my  reading,  has 
geometrical  theory  and  reasoning  failed  to  harmonize  with  the  results 
of  experience.  In  the  writings  of  Delaister  and  Poncelet,  and  in  other 
French  works,  will  be  found  comparative  tables  of  the  thicknesses  of 
revetments,  sustaining  high  embankments,  deduced  from  the  profile  of 
Vauban,  from  the  theory  of  Coulomb,  and  the  rules  aud  formulas  of 
Belidor,  Proney,  and  a  host  of  other  distinguished  mathematicians  and 
engineers,  all  agreeing  with  experience. 

In  fact,  so  unerring  have  the  principles  of  natural  philosophy  proved 
to  be,  when  submitted  to  practical  tests,  such  has  been  the  invariable 
and  uniform  coincidence  of  science  and  experience,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  name  any  subject  which  affords  a  more  striking  example  of 
the  truth  of  mathematics,  and  agreement  between  theory  and  practice. 

In  planning  Judith  dam,  I  had  this  large  field  of  science  verified  by 
experience  spread  out  before  me.  The  scene  was  not  a  new  one  to 
me.  It  was  one  endeared  to  me  by  the  studies  of  my  youth.  The 
names  of  the  first  laborers  in  this  held,  and  of  others  who  enlarged 
it  and  contributed  to  extend  its  usefulness,  were  as  familiar  to  me  as 
household  words.  What  else  could  I  do  but  follow  in  their  footsteps? 
I  did  so,  and  I  have  no  occasion  to  regret  the  path  I  took.  But  in* 
asmuch  as  the  plan  of  Judith  dam  has  undergone  much  public  dis- 
cussion, accompanied  with  reflections  that  it  might  not  be  proper 
wholly  to  disregard,  I  have  corresponded  and  conversed  in  relation  to 
the  plan  with  some  of  the  most  scientific  and  practical  men  in  the 
country,  and  from  all  I  have  received  but  one  response.  "  The  plan 
of  the  dam  is  sufficient.  No  power  of  water  can  turn  it  over,"  has 
been  the  invariable  reply. 

From  the  numerous  communications  before  me,  I  beg  leave  to  sab* 
mit  that  of  Benjamin  S.  Ewell,  Esq.,  professor  of  mathematics  in  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  college,  and  a  gentleman  of  professional  experience  in 
civil  engineering.  The  mode  in  which  Mr.  Ewell  treats  the  subject  is 
worthy  of  the  high  reputation  he  has  attained,  both  as  a  scholar  and  a 
mathematician.  Mr.  Ewell  fully  sustains  the  position  assumed  by  me 
in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  before  the  stockholders,  when  I  stated, 
in  reply  to  the  alleged  imperfection  of  the  cement  as  a  cause  of  the 
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disaster  to  the  dam,  that  bad  it  been  filled  with  a  substance  having  no 
adhesion,  or  if  no  cement  at  all  had  been  used,  the  weight  of  the  stone 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  prevent  its  overthrow.  Mr.  Ewell  says, 
and  the  expression  is  remarkable  for  its  coincidence  with  my  own,  "I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  it  is  demonstrable,  that  had  the  dam  been 
filled  with  quicksilver  the  wall  would  not  have  turned  over."  He 
then  proceeds  with  a  demonstration,  which  fully  sustains  his  premises. 
I  would  also  beg  leave  to  refer  to  £.  H.  Gill,  Esq.,  principal  assistant 
engineer  tidewater  connection,  who  has  favored  me  with  the  results 
of  an  interesting  investigation  of  the  plan  of  the  dam,  in  which  he  ar- 
rives at  the  conclusion,  sustained  chiefly  by  American  authorities,  "that 
its  dimensions  and  proportions  are  fully  adequate  to  resist  any  pressure 
to  which  it  could  be  subjected,  and  that  the  cause  of  the  breach  should 
not  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  thickness  in  the  wall." 

Mr.  Michael  Towers,  the  contractor  who  built  Big  Island  dam — a 
contractor  who  has  more  experience  in  the  construction  of  dams  than 
any  one  of  my  acquaintance  in  the  country,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
building  a  dam  on  the  Schuylkill,  32J  feet  high,  on  a  plan  proposed 
by  himself,  who  saw  Judith  dam  in  every  stage  of  its  construction, 
and  after  having  examined  the  breach,  says,  "  The  plan  I  believe  to 
be  all  sufficient."  He  also  accounts  for  the  breach  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  described  by  me  in  my  report  of  the  21st  of  December  last. 

Col.  J.  J.  Albert,  chief  of  the  United  States  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  and  Col.  Wra.  Turnbull  of  the  same  corps,  also  sustain  the 
plan.  Mr.  John  B.  Jarvis,  civil  engineer  of  New  York,  whose  expe- 
rience and  reputation  are  second  to  none  in  the  country,  fully  concurs 
in  the  opinion. 

With  the  truth  of  mathematics  on  my  side,  with  experience  to  sus- 
tain me,  and  a  weight  of  authority  that  would  remove  all  doubt,  if  any 
ever  existed  on  my  mind  of  the  efficiency  of  the  plan  of  the  dam ; 
and  above  all  this,  encouraged  by  the  offer  of  my  friends  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  dam,  to  sustain  me  in  a  guarantee  of  $  30,000,  for  the 
stability  and  durability  of  the  dam,  built  upon  the  original  plan — with 
all  this  weight  of  evidence,  and,  what  I  prize  more  than  anything  else, 
the  spontaneous  offer  of  my  friends  to  sustain  me,  I  would  neverthe- 
less, (if  left  to  myself,  and  simply  directed  to  repair  the  breach)  under 
the  influence  of  the  common  dictates  of  human  nature,  laboring  under 
the  inflictions  which  always  visit  misfortunes,  however  untoward  the 
circumstances  which  bring  them  about,  give  greater  weight  and 
force  to  the  principles  which  heretofore  governed  me,  or  like  an  expe- 
rienced general  under  any  circumstances  of  discomfort,  I  would 
strengthen  my  position. 

What  I  would  do  if  left  to  my  own  free  will,  I  shall  recommend  to 
the  board,  regardless  of  any  motive  of  distrust  of  my  own  judgment 
which  may  be  ascribed  to  me. 

The  modification  which  I  propose  is  confined  to  the  specification  of 
the  manner  of  executing  the  masonry.  It  will  give  the  work  greater 
strength  by  increasing  the  ratio  of  the  friction  to  the  pressure,  and  the 
resistance  arising  from  the  adherence  or  cohesion  of  the  cementing 
mortar.    I  am  also  influenced  in  the  change  I  propose,  by  the  facility 
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it  will  afford  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  by  enabling  it  to  be  carried 
on  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  with  more  despatch  and  certainty  of 
faithful  execution  ;  and  with  the  view  also  of  keeping  it  in  a  condition 
to  be  less  liable  to  serious  accidents  from  sudden  and  unexpected  rises 
in  the  river.  For  these  reasons,  and  in  accordance  with  these  views,  I 
would  recommend  the  following  specification  for  the  masonry : 

The  lower  course  of  face  stone  shall  be  20  inches  wide  on  the  top, 
and  the  second  course  shall  be  32  inches  wide,  and  shall  break  joints 
at  least  one  foot  on  the  stone  back  of  the  face  stone.  In  the  second 
course  there  shall  be  a  header  of  two  feet  in  length  on  the  wall,  extend- 
ing back  into  the  wall  five  feet,  one  in  every  ten  feet  length  of  the 
wall ;  the  length  of  the  stretchers  shall  not  be  less  than  four  feet  oa 
the  face  of  the  wall.  The  joints  shall  be  close  for  a  distance  of  18 
inches  measured  back  from  the  face  of  the  wall.  The  face  of  the  wall 
on  the  front  or  down  stream  side  of  the  dam,  will  be  made  of  such 
alternate  courses  as  those  above  described  to  the  coping.     . 

The  rear  face  of  the  wall  to  be  made  to  conform  to  the  original  spe- 
cification ;  the  headers  to  be  placed  opposite  the  headers  in  the  from 
of  the  dam. 

The  interior  stone  shall  be  laid  in  courses  corresponding  to  the  front 
and  rear;  they  are  to  be  split  out  to  regular  forms  and  dimensions,  and 
shall  in  all  respects  be  equal  in  quality  and  shape  to  the  front  stones 
before  they  are  dressed.  No  stone  to  have  less  than  12  feet  area  of  bed, 
laid  closely  and  compactly  together,  so  as  to  form  good  bond  and  sub- 
stantial work,  and  tie  the  wall  from  front  to  back. 

The  interior  stones,  where  thev  rest  on  the  beds  of  the  front  or  rear 
stones,  shall  be  hammer-dressed  so  as  to  make  a  joint  not  exceeding 
half  an  inch. 

All  the  stones  in  the  dam  to  be  laid  in  full  beds  of  mortar,  and  tkr 
joints  to  be  filled  with  concrete  where  practicable ;  when  so  close  a» 
not  to  admit  concrete,  with  mortar  or  grout  as  may  be  directed. 

2nd.  "  The  effect  of  repairing  the  breach  with  a  batter  as  recom- 
mended by  Col.  Turnbull,"  would  be  to  involve  the  company  in  aa 
expense  of  about  $  16,000  over  and  above  what  it  would  cost  on  tk 
plan  above  proposed.  For  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  build  up  tbr 
breach  with  a  batter,  and  leave  the  remaining  portion  of  the  dam  verti^ 
cal.  The  effect  would  be  to  make  weak  joints  in  the  wall  at  the 
gles  where  the  battered  wall  would  join  the  vertical  portion  of  the  wj 
now  standing.  So  that  if  a  batter  be  introduced,  it  will  involve 
necessity  of  taking  out  the  front  stones  of  the  whole  dam  down  to 
foundation;  and  in  order  not  to  reduce  too  much  the  top  thickness  of 
walls  now  standing,  and  to  avoid  disturbing  the  masonry  of  the  inl 
rior  of  the  dam  as  little  as  possible  in  carrying  back  the  batter,  it 
be  necessary  to  increase  the  thickness  of  the  base  of  the  dam  in 
by  the  number  of  inches  or  feet  which  the  ratio  of  the  batter  apj 
to  the  height  would  give.  Although  the  disturbance  of  the  old  ^ 
on  the  plan  of  increasing  the  thickness  of  the  dam  at  bottom  by 
base  ot  the  batter  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  still  it  will 
very  great;  and  owing  to  the  imperfections  which  there  would  be 
pite  of  all  precautions  in  the  bond  between  the  new  and  the  old 
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K>nry,  the  introduction  of  the  batter  which  makes  this  disturbance  ne- 
cessary would  weaken  instead  of  adding  strength  to  the  dam. 

In  planning  the  dam,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  batter 
were  weighed  in  my  own  mind.  The  plan  of  the  Essex  dam  at  Law- 
rence in  Massachusetts,  which  was  before  me,  has  a  batter  of  one 
inch  to  the  foot.  Such  a  batter,  with  a  given  base,  would  give  no 
strength  to  the  wall,  but  only  guard  against  its  u  summering"  or  over- 
banging.  And  then  it  involves  the  necessity  and  all  the  objections  to 
projecting  the  coping  stones,  so  as  to  throw  the  water  off  from  the 
face  of  the  wall.  And  the  hazard  in  the  event  of  a  coping  stone  be- 
ing broken  in  a  fresh,  during  which  such  a  thing  could  only  happen, 
of  serious  injury  to  the  dam  by  the  rush  of  water  along  down  its  race. 
And  then  if  a  greater  batter  is  given  to  the  front  of  the  wall  than  will 
allow  of  a  projection  being  given  to  the  coping,  so  far  as  to  prevent 
die  water  from  falling  on  the  wall,  its  face  would  have  to  be  cut 
smooth,  and  the  front  stones  cramped  so  that  the  water  would  glide 
smoothly  down  the  slope,  and  not  disturb  the  stones  in  its  descent. 
This,  in  the  case  of  a  solid  rock  foundation,  such  as  that  at  Judith 
dam,  would  have  involved  an  expenditure  altogether  unnecessary. 
For  these  reasons,  I  did  not  give  a  batter  to  the  lower  face  of  the  dam, 
but  made  it  vertical. 

3d.  In  reply  to  the  last  enquiry  embraced  in  the  resolution,  I  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  by  reducing  the  number  of  the  offsets  in  the  back 
of  the  dam,  making  one  for  every  two  courses  instead  of  for  every 
course,  an  additional  quantity  of  masonry  may  be  added.  This  will 
give  the  dam  greater  strength  and  security  than  can  be  attained  by 
any  batter  that  can  now  be  given  to  it,  without  incurring  a  very  heavy 
expenditure — one  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  advantages  that  would 
be  gained. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  J.  jR.  If  K.  Co. 

John  Y.  Mason,  Esq. 

Pres't  J.  JR.  Sf  K.  Company. 


Richmond,  February  21,  1851. 

Sir, 

Touching  the  proposal  of  Mr.  John  B.  Ives,  this  day  referred 
to  me,  with  directions  to  report  my  opinion  "  whether  it  is  better  for 
the  interests  of  the  company  to  contract  for  the  work  of  repairs,  or  to 
have  it  done  on  company  account ;  and  if  the  latter  course  be  prefer- 
red, what  plan  of  operation  I  will  recommend  to  secure  a  speedy  and 
satisfactory  completion  of  the  repairs :" 

I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  my  opinion  the  repairs  of  the  breach 
would  cost  less,  and  it  would  be  completed  in  less  time,  and  the  work 
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would  be  better  executed,  on  company  account  than  by  contract.  If 
it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  board  to  have  the  work  executed  on  company 
account,  I  would  recommend  the  immediate  organization  of  a  compe- 
tent force  of  masons,  stone  cutters,  quarrymen  and  laborers,  to  be  ope- 
rated under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Adams,  and  an  assistant 
engineer — that  botn  these  officers  reside  at  the  dam — that  it  be  pressed 
night  and  day,  and  uninterruptedly  prosecuted  by  all  the  energies  of 
the  company  to  its  final  and  speedy  completion. 

That  the  salary  of  Mr.  Adams  be  at  the  rate  of  $1,500  per  annum, 
and  that  of  the  assistant  engineer  at  the  rate  of  $1,200 ;  that  Mr.  Adams 
have  charge  of  the  mechanical  work,  and  the  assistant  engineer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  chief  engineer,  subject  to  the  final  approval  of  the 
board,  be  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts,  from  time  to  timet  for  afl 
materials,  provisions  and  tools,  and  all  things  else  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  work. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Chief  Engineer  J.  R.  If  K.  Co. 

John  Y.  Mason,  Esq. 

President  J.  JR.  if  K.  Co. 
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Report  on  a  Geological  Examination  of  a  portion  of  the  Line  and  coil' 
tempUued  Reservoirs  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Y.  Mason,  President  J.  R.  &  K.  Co. 

Sir, 

I  ask  leave  to  present  a  report  on  the  result  of  a  geologi- 
cal examination  of  a  part  of  the  line  and  of  the  ground  to  be  occupied 
by  the  contemplated  reservoirs  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  commissioned  to  make. 

On  reaching  the  Sweet  springs,  I  placed  Aiyself,  as  you  directed, 
under  the  guidance  of  Ed.  Lorraine,  Esq.,  the  engineer  in  charge  of 
the  surveying  party  at  that  place ;  and  to  his  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  localities  to  be  examinee!,  as  well  as  to  his  untiring  efforts  to  ren- 
der me  every  necessary  assistance  required  in  my  explorations,  much 
of  whatever  value  this  report  may  have,  is  due. 

I  shall  attempt  no  geological  generalizations  in  this  brief  report,  but 
confine  myself  strictly  to  the  statement  of  the  facts  observed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mineral  composition  and  geological  structure  of  the  rocks 
forming  the  basins  to  be  occupied  as  reservoirs,  and  of  the  portions  of 
the  line  of  canal  examined — these  being,  as  I  conceive,  the  only  consi- 
derations bearing  directly  upon  the  problem  to  be  solved,  I  shall  also 
endeavor  to  indicate  the  points  where  the  facts  stated  may  be  ob- 
served by  any  one,  for  the  structure  of  the  region  examined  is  suffi- 
ciently simple  when  once  worked  out. 

Mineral  Composition  of  the  Rocks. 

The  rocks  of  this  region  are,  for  the  most  part,  composed  of  sand- 
stone, chert,  quartzose  rocks,  clay  slate  and  limestone. 

The  sandstones,  from  being  made  up  of  purely  silicious  grains,  pass 
into  argillaceous  rocks ;  in  the  latter  case  they  are  subject  to  disinteg- 
ration from  atmospheric  agencies,  but  are  often  hard,  compact,  and 
in  general  much  laminated. 

Among  the  clay  slates  a  black  variety  is  quite  conspicuous ;  it  is 
much  cut  up  by  cleavage  planes,  the  surfaces  of  which  are  often 
smooth  and  glossy,  resembling  anthracite,  and  containing  enough  of 
bituminous  matter  to  burn,  is  frequently  mistaken  for  coal.  Where 
the  surface  is  protected  from  rain  it  is  often  covered  with  a  white  ef- 
florescence composed  of  copperas,  alum,  and  sometimes  gypsum,  as 
may  be  seen  at  the  remarkable  locality  4  miles  below  Clifton  Forge, 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

Scarcely  has  any  rock  impressed  itself  more  strikingly  on  the  phy- 
sical features  of  the  Alleghany  mountains  than  this ;  for  while  the 
harder  and  less  destructible  rocks  are  found  capping  the  most  elevated 
ridges,  it  is  almost  invariably  found  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  sides  of 


j.     Indeed,  the  valleys  arc  generally  due  to  the  compara- 
s.jii  and  yielding  nature  of  these  slates — they  are  subject  to  dis- 
lAtlOQj  and  in  thai  state  are  easily  excavated  by  running  water- 
s  into  ordinary  argillaceous  rocks,  as  may  be  seen  on  the  left 
le  valley  of  Anthony's  creek,  opposite  Bell's  ;  and  the  stiff 
suDsoil  of  most  of  the  valleys  of  this  region  is  derived  from  the 
..tegration  of  this  rock.     The  great  excellence  of  many  of  the  roadi 
jng  the  mountains  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  road  covering  is  corn- 
ed of  this  black  slate;  for  although  soft,  it  Is,  when  pulverized,*) 
;rvious,  that  the  road  bed  is  kept  almost  dry ;  and   hence  when 
or  is  not  allowed  to  stand,  wheels  make  but  slight  impression  upon 
"■"ad  covering. 

;  limestones  are  more  or  less  impure,  being  often  filled  with  sit 
a  and  cherty  veins  and  nodules ;  hence  the  rugged  appearance  pre- 
[cd  by  the  weathered  surface  of  the  limestones  of  this  region,  as 
trasted  with  that  of  the  purer  limestones. 
■  -alcarcous  rocks  are  subject  to  solution  in  water  containing  carbo- 
acid;  rain  water,  charged  with  this  acid,  and  percolating  through 
;  fissures  of  these  rocks,  enlarges  them,  by  the  solution  of  the  lime, 
d  thus  caves  are,  for  the  most  part,  produced.  Caves,  in  rocks  not 
is  acted  upon,  are  of  rare  occurrence. 

Chert  is  a  name  given  to  a  hard  solicious  rock,  often  found  inter- 

igled  with  limestone,  adding  greatly  to  the  difficulty  and  expense 

excavating  that  rock.     It  is  often  found  forming  thick  beds.     From 

ordinary  silicious  rocks  it  may  be  distinguished  by  having  the  peculiar 

lustre  of  flint. 

Quartz  rock  is  distinguished  from  sandstone  by  being  more  homo- 
geneous in  composition  and  structure.  It  is  composed  of  silicious 
mailer,  and  occurs  both  compact  and  granular;  ihe  latter  variety  is 
often  pulverulent,  resembling  sandstone.  Very  frequently  this  rock 
appears  granular  and  even  pulverulent  on  the  surface,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  is  exceedingly  hard  and  compact  below. 

This  brief  description  of  the  principal  characteristics  of  the  rocks 
under  examination  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  I  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  their  geological  structure,  beginning  with 
that  part  of  the  line  which  passes  through  the  crest  of  the  Allegha- 
nies. 

Every  one  has  observed  the  frequent  and  high  inclination  of  the 
rocks  among  these  mountains ;  this  inclination  or  dip  varies  from  hori- 
zontal to  vertical.  If  the  course  of  the  upturned  edges  of  these  strata 
be  observed  with  a  compass,  it  will  be  lound  to  vary  but  little  from 
N.  E.  and  S.  W.,  which  coincides  with  the  general  direction  of  tie 
mountain  ranges  of  the  state. 

Structure  of  the  Alleghany   Tunnel. 

The  passage  of  the  line  through  the  mountain  commences  in  a  deep 
ravine,  in  the  bed  of  Fork  run,  a  tributary  of  Dunlap's  creek,  which 
rises  at  the  water  shed  separating  the  Atlantic  streams  from  those  that 
flow  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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The  rocks  are  well  developed  on  the  sides  of  the  ravine,  and  be- 
yond this  they  may  be  studied  with  ease  along  the  public  road,  which 
runs  generally  parallel  with  the  line.  The  course  of  the  tunnel  line 
s  N.  62°  W.,  and  the  strike  of  the  rocks  N.  26°  E.,  so  that  the  latter 
8  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  axis  of  the  tunnel.     Dip  40°  8.  E. 

Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel,  the  first  racks  consist  of 
jrey  sandstones,  fine  grained,  very  hard  and  compact ;  although  they 
occur  in  thick  beds,  in  general  their  structure  is  slaty ;  a  circumstance 
of  some  importance  in  connection  with  their  excavation.  These  pass 
into  thick  bedded  argillaceous  rocks,  which  terminate  in  clay  slates. 
On  the  public  road  these  occupy  the  summit  of  the  gap,  from  a  point 
above  the  11  mile  post  to  one  beyond  Ellis's  house.  There  are  seve- 
ral folds  or  undulations  in  the  strata  in  this  distance.  These  slates  are 
succeeded  by  sandstones  identical  with  those  at  the  commencement  of 
the  tunnel;  they  continue  to  Tuckahoe  creek,  along  the  bed  of  which 
they  are  finely  exposed. 

The  following  section,  parallel  with  the  line  of  the  tunnel,  will 
place  the  structure  of  the  rocks  in  a  clearer  light  than  any  description. 
There  are,  however,  numerous  flexures  of  the  rocks,  which  it  wan 
[bought  unnecessary  to  introduce. 


]  1  Sandstone. 


These  strata  of  sandstone  condnue  with  slight  alteration  to  station 
218,  where  they  are  found  overlying  the  black  slates,  which  were 
thence  traced  to  the  White  Sulphur. 

fteder  Line  between  Anthony'*  Creek  Reservoir  and  the  Summit  Levei. 

Two  tunnels  are  contemplated  on  this  line ;  one  of  only  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  in  length,  through  the  spur  of  the  mountain,  and  the  other 
along  Whitman's  branch  of  Anthony's  creek.  The  former  wilt  pass 
through  a  hard  white  sandstone,  which  is  quite  compact  below  the 
surface.  The  upper  part  of  this  thick  stratum  passes  into  a  rugged 
greenish  sandstone,  which  lies  immediately  beneath  the  black  slate 
throughout  this  region.  This  is  evidently  a  continuation  of  the  moun- 
tain bounding  the  valley  of  Anthony's  creek  on  the  west. 
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Section  on  Tumel. 


1  Limestone. 

2  Sandstone. 


3  Greenish  sandstone. 

4  Black  slate. 


How  far  this  section  may  suggest  a  change  in  the  location  of  the 
line,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

The  tunnel  on  Whitman's  branch  lies  from  one  end  to  the  other  in 
the  black  slate.  In  speaking  of  the  mineral  composition  of  this  slate, 
I  mentioned  that  it  was  subject  to  disintegration ;  this  result  is  due  to 
the  spontaneous  decomposition  of  the  iron  pyrites,  in  which  it  abounds, 
producing  the  salts  found  efflorescing  on  the  surface.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  it  is,  even  when  quite  compact  and  hard,  utterly  unfit  for 
a  building  material. 

I  have  examined  this  rock  with  some  care,  and  have  rarely  found 
the  disintegration  extending  much  below  the  surface ;  this  I  apprehend 
is  owing  to  its  impervious  character.  Solid  granite  1  have  often  seen 
perfectly  disintegrated  to  a  depth  of  50  or  60  feet.  I  have  also  seen 
vertical  escarpments  of  black  slate  in  numerous  localities  in  the  val- 
leys, which  would  prove  that  it  wastes  but  slowly  by  disintegration, 
and  I  am  disposed  to  consider  it  a  far  more  reliable  rock  for  tunnels 
than  ordinary  clay  slate ;  and  certainly  its  tendency  to  decay  from 
changes  of  temperature  and  other  atmospheric  agencies  must  be 
greatly  lessened,  when  only  exposed  in  a  tunnel.  It  is  however  inter- 
sected, by  joints  and  cleavage  planes,  which  must  affect  its  stability. 

The  bea  of  Dry  creek  forms  a  part  of  the  feeder  line  between  these 
two  tunnels.  It  is  composed  of  sandstone  dipping  towards  the  8.  E. 
at  an  angle  of  25°,  and  at  a  single  point  the  left  bank  for  a  few  yards 
is  composed  of  limestone.  The  water  in  the  creek  did  not  extend  as 
low  down  as  this  point,  but  Mr.  Lorraine  informs  me  that  the  stream 
finds  here  a  subterranean  passage.  There  was  no  means  of  examin- 
ing the  opening,  as  it  was  covered  with  masses  of  rock,  but  it  cannot 
be  great,  as  it  is  only  at  low  stages  of  the  creek  that  all  the  water  dis- 
appears. Nevertheless  the  fact  is  interesting  as  a  lesson  of  caution 
where  limestone  is  concerned.  Fig.  3  will  fully  explain  the  condi- 
tions existing  here. 
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Section  aero*  Dry  Creek. 


su 


1  Lineftono. 


8  fifondttoiie. 


It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  dip  of  the  limestone  is  most  favor- 
able to  the  escape  of  the  water  along  its  bedding  planes.  This  spot 
of  course  presents  no  difficulty,  as  it  is  only  3  or  4  yards  in  length 
and  can  be  easily  avoided,  the  rest  of  the  channel  being  composed  al- 
together of  sandstone. 

As  I  walked  up  the  bed  of  the  creek,  it  was  curious  to  observe  how 
the  water  increased  towards  the  source  of  the  stream.  At  first  the 
rocky  bottom  was  dry,  then  there  was  water  sufficient  barely  to 
flooisten  the  surface,  next  it  was  found  in  pools,  and  a  little  higljer  it 
was  running. 

It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  people  here,  that  the  water  of 
these  "  dry  creeks  "  escapes  through  fissures  in  the  rocks ;  but  the  in- 
stance just  noticed  is  the  only  one  that  came  under  my  notice  where 
JL  thought  this  possible.  Very  often  the  water  sinks  among  the  loose 
materials  covering  the  bed  of  the  creek,  and  reappears  at  a  lower 
level ;  but  where  it  disappears  altogether  it  is  due  to  the  simple  /pro- 
cess of  evaporation ;  nor  should  this  be  surprising,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  a  depth  of  36  inches  of  water  escapes  annually  by  tfris 
means.  Persons  who  have  reflected  but  little  on  this  subject  are  apt 
to  consider  the  water  taken  up  by  absorption  as  an  indefinite  quantity, 
whereas  it  is  entirely  dependent  upon  evaporation.  A  surface  ppce 
saturated  with  water  can  take  up  no  more  until  an  equal  amount 
passes  off  by  evaporation  to  make  room  for  it. 

Geological  Structure  of  the  Reservoir*. 

The  first  reservoir  examined  was  that  oo'Tuckalgpe  creek.  This 
occurs  not  far  from  the  upper  extremity  of  the  tunnel ,  on  the  summit 
level,  and  is  composed  ot  the  same  sandstones  jexposed  there.  The 
stream  flows  along  an  anticlinal  axis,  and  Is  bounded  to  the  right 
and  left  by  mountains.  The  bottom  of  the  valley  is  covered  to  a  con- 
siderable depth  with  soil,  excepting  where  it  is  bid  bare;  by  the  stream. 
In  the  bed  of  the  creek  some  rocks  are  exposed  that  contain  a  little 
lime ;  it  has,  however,  but  slightly  affected  their  solubility,  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  ledges  of  rock  over  which  the  stream  flows,  nor  did  I 
find  any  fissures  on  either  side  of  the  valley. 
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Section  shewing  ike  stnuimre  of  the  Tmekahoe  Reservoir. 


The  reservoir  in  the  valley  of  Howard's  creek  has  its  bottom  co- 
vered with  a  thick  deposit  of  stiff  clay,  the  only  rocks  visible  being 
black  slate  and  chert.  The  black  slates  were  traced  in  the  creek,  and 
on  the  left  side  of  the  valley,  nearly  throughout  its  entire  extent. 

Jericho  Reservoir. 

At  the  outlet  of  this  reservoir  a  thick  stratum  of  limestone  is  cut  in 
two,  and  appears  outcropping  on  the  right  and  left  up  the  sides  of  die 
gorge. 

Towards  the  bottom  it  is  hard  and  cherty  but  higher  up  it  is  much 
intersected  by  joints  and  fissures,  and  altogether  presents  a  very 
doubtful  aspect  as  the  site  of  a  dam.  The  limestone,  however,  ex- 
tends but  a  few  hundred  yards  up  stream,  where  the  black  slate  makes 
its  appearance. 

As  the  gorge  continues  narrow  for  some  distance,  your  engineers 
may  think  proper  to  avoid  this  suspicious  point  by  constructing  the 
dam  a  little  higher  up  stream.  The  rest  of  this  interesting  reservoir 
is  composed  of  the  usual  black  slate,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  creek,  in 
the  middle  of  the  valley  }  it  was  reached  in  Sneed's  well,  and  at  the 
upper  end,  where  it  was  excavated  in  search  of  coal. 

Section  across  the  gorge  of  Jericho  Reservoir* 


Anthony's  Creek  Reservoir. 

The  great  extent  of  this  reservoir,  and  the  importance  consequently 
attached  to  it,  made  its  examination  an  object  of  special  interest. 
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Like  nearly  all  the  streams  of  these  valleys,  Anthony's  creek  flows 
over  a  bed  composed  of  black  slate ;  the  whole  of  the  western  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  that  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  valley  is  composed  of  this  rock.  Towards  the  southern  extre- 
mity of  the  valley  the  creek  encroaches  upon  the  mountain,  the  slate 
is  removed,  and  the  underlying  rocks,  consisting  of  sandstone  and 
limestone,  are  brought  to  view. 

Before  I  had  examined  the  valley,  the  mountain  just  mentioned, 
apparently  composed  of  limestone  tor  a  distance  of  two  miles  from 
the  site  of  the  proposed  dam,  appeared  a  serious  obstacle,  particularly 
as  it  was  known  to  contain  caves  and  to  be  otherwise  a  good  deal 
fractured. 

After  receiving  Whitman's  branch  the  creek  turns  abruptly  to  the 
west  and  finds  a  passage  through  a  narrow  gorge,  and  at  this  fine  lo- 
cality the  structure  of  the  mountain  is  fully  displayed.  On  the  right 
hank  of  the  creek  is  a  point  called  Anthony's  cave,  where  the  rocks 
have  been  pushed  up  into  one  of  those  magnificent  folds  so  common 
among  the  Alleghames. 

An  unbroken  arch  composed  of  a  thick  stratum  of  sandstone  occurs 
here.  Within  this  arch  a  part  of  the  rock  has  fallen  down,  leaving 
the  rest  projecting,  which  forms  what  is  called  the  cave.  To  ascer- 
tain how  far  this  opening  may  be  connected  with  a  cave  in  the  moun- 
tain we  made  a  slight  excavation  in  the  floor;  but  instead  of  finding 
limestone,  we  found  a  stratum  of  slaty,  argillaceous  rock,  containing 
but  a  trace  of  lime,  so  that  it  was  obvious  that  no  cave  of  any  extent 
could  exist  here.  To  the  right  and  left  of  this  limestone  was  found 
reposing  against  the  sandstone,  as  represented  in  Fig.  6 

Section  in  the  Gorge  at  Anthony'*  Cave. 


a  *  LimeitoM.  4  b  Sandtiona.  t  Anthony's  care. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  the  counterpart  of  this  was 
seen,  shewing  that  the  mountain  was  once  continuous,  and  also  that 
we  have  here  what  the  geologists  call  an  anticlinal  axis  or  a  line  to- 
wards which  the  rocks  on  both  sides  lean.  The  strike  is  N.  30°  E. 
and  the  dip  40°. 

An  exploration  here  explained  very  clearly  the  structure  of  the 
mountain. 
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The  examination  was  commenced  at  station  1,  on  the  left  side  of 
the  gorge;  the  sandstone  was  traced  along  the  contour  line  of  the 
water  level  of  the  reservoir  to  station  11,  and  as  the  site  of  the  dam 
is  placed  100  feet  from  the  axis  of  the  mountain,  the  sandstone  strata 
have  a  thickness  of  1,200  feet.  The  bed  of  limestone  was  found  Id 
be  400  feet  in  thickness.  This  is  succeeded  by  another  bed  of  sand- 
stone, after  which  the  black  slate  makes  its  appearance. 

Supposing  the  contour  line  to  be  developed  into  a  straight  line,  it 
would  present  at  this  place  the  following  section. 

Section  on  left  side  of  the  Gorge. 


1  The  dam.  2  2  Sandrtoae. 

3  Limestone.  4  Black  date. 

The  slate  was  traced  up  Whitman's  branch  to  its  source.  Some 
of  the  ravines  on  the  east  were  examined  to  ascertain  the  thickness  of 
the  slate,  and  to  assure  ourselves  that  no  other  rock  formed  any  part 
of  the  valley  on  that  side. 

It  now  remained  to  account  for  the  apparent  expansion  of  a  stratum 
of  limestone  ouly  400  feet  thick,  into  an  exposure  extending  over  a 
distance  of  two  miles.  The  dam  was  again  made  the  starting  point, 
and  the  same  rocks  observed  that  had  already  been  seen  on  the  oppo- 
site side ;  but  after  emerging  from  the  gorge  the  compass  shewed  thai 
we  were  no  longer  crossing  the  strata  at  right  angles,  but  going  aloog 
the  strike,  measuring  the  length  rather  than  the  tnickness.  Pursuing 
the  water  line  of  the  reservoir,  we  next  found  sandstone  succeeded  by 
the  black  slate  which  surrounds  the  rest  of  the  valley. 

The  limestone  has  the  same  dip  as  the  slope  of  the  mountain,  and 
some  bold  springs  issuing  from  this  rock  shew,  what  was  sufficiently 
evident  from  the  dip,  that  the  underground  drainage,  as  well  as  that 
from  the  surface,  is  towards  the  valley.  The  limestone,  in  many 
places,  extends  to  the  very  crest  of  the  mountain,  and  to  be  certain, 
from  absolute  examination,  that  the  sandstone  occupies  the  centre  of 
the  ridge,  we  ascended  the  mountain  and  found  thick  ledges  of  this 
rock  running  parallel  with  the  limestone. 

The  opposite  side  of  the  mountain  on  Little  creek  presents  the 
same  series  of  rocks,  superimposed  in  precisely  the  same  order.  Ti* 
section  Fig.  8,  will  explain  fully  the  structure  of  the  valley  of  Antho- 
ny's creek. 
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Section  across  the  Valley  of  Anthony's  Creek. 


Tig.  3 


2    3      2 

1  1  Black  date. 


2  3 

2  2  2  2  Sandstone. 


1 


3  3  Limestone. 


a  Anthony's  creek. 


b  Little  creek. 


This  section,  together  with  the  map  accompanying  this  report,  will 
so  folly  explain  the  geological  structure  of  this  reservoir  that  further 
description  seems  superfluous. 

To  convert  this  valley  into  a  magnificent  lake,  all  that  seems  neces- 
sary is  to  reproduce  the  conditions  that  once  existed,  by  connecting 
the  opposite  sides  of  the  gorge  by  a  dam  100  yards  in  length.  That 
the  water  was  thus  once  confined,  we  have  abundant  evidence  in  the 
horizontal  deposit  of  sedimentary  matter  covering  the  bottom  of  the 
valley,  which  cannot  be  referred  to  the  creek  in  its  present  state,  nor 
to  running  water  under  any  circumstance.  It  must  have  been  depo- 
sited from  water  having  little  or  no  motion,  which  subsequently  es- 
caped through  this  gorge,  which  was  produced  by  some  of  those  dis- 
turbances that  liave  left  numerous  monuments  of  their  force  among 
the  Alleghanies. 

After  the  facts  thus  briefly  presented,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  a 
word  as  to  the  adaptation  of  this  valley  to  the  purposes  of  a  reservoir. 
It  would,  I  conceive,  be  difficult  to  shew,  had  your  engineers  the 
choice  of  the  rocks  of  this  region,  how  they  could  make  a  better  dis- 
position of  them. 

The  Supply  of  Water  for  the  Summit  Level. 

There  is  scarcely  any  principle  in  science  better  established,  than 
that  relating  to  the  uniformity  of  the  quantity  of  water  falling  annu- 
ally from  the  atmosphere  upon  a  given  space  of  the  earth's  surface. 
This  quantity  1  taking  a  series  of  years,  so  constant  in  the  same  place, 
varies  with  the  latitude,  proximity  to  the  ocean,  prevailing  winds,  and 
elevation  of  the  country.  In  the  temperate  region  of  the  United 
States  this  quantity  is  equal  to  37  inches  in  depth,  and  at  the  sites  of 
youf  proposed  reservoirs  among  the  mountains,  it  is  doubtless  greater. 
A  considerable  portion  of  this  is  again  returned  to  the  atmosphere  by 
evaporation ;  the  rest  either  passes  directly  to  the  ocean  along  our 
rivers,  or  after  percolating  through  the  soil  and  rocks  below  the  sur- 
face, affords  a  supply  for  springs,  which  unite  and  form  streams.  The 
difference  between  these  two  quantities,  that  is,  between  the  total 
amount  of  rain,  and  the  quantity  evaporated,  gives  the  supply  of  wa- 
ter available  for  economical  purposes* 
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1        )ugh  this  subject  has  been  but  little  considered  amongst  us, 

i  uy  many  it  is  even   viewed  as  a  mere  theoretical  speculation 

ing  no  practical  value,  nevertheless  it  has  been  fully,  investigate) 

where,  and  the  application  of  the  results  to  practical  purposes  has 

1  to  be  any  longer  considered  problematical. 

^  annual  evaporation  from  the  surface  of  water  is  equal  to  the 

,.i  of  rain   that  falls  upon  it,  and  under  favorable  circumstances 

y  exceed  that  quantity  ;  for  instance,  Mr.  Dobson's  experiments 

verpool  gave  the  mean  annual  quantity  of  rain  37.4S  inches,  anil 

for  evaporation  3(5.78  inches.     But  the  evaporation  from  soil  is 

.jear  so  great  as  this,  and  from  the  surface  of  rocks  it  is  almost 

ning.     For  the  first  experiments  on  this  subject  we  are  indebted 

he  illustrious  Dalton,  assisted  by  Mr.  Hoyle.     A  square  box  was 

d  with  soil,  and  exposed,  side  by  side,  with  an  ordinary  rain  gauge ; 

water  that  percolated  through  the  soil  was  collected,  and  compared 

the  quantity  indicated  by  the  rain  gauge.     The  mean  quantity 

.ojn  for  that  year  was  33.56  inches,  ana  the  amount  evaporated 

im  the  surface  nf  the  soil  25.16  inches,  leaving 8.40  inches,  orow 

iuurth  of  the  whole,  as  the  available  supply. 

It  must  be  observed  here,  that  the  soil  in  the  experiment  was  placed 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  evaporation  ;  the  surface  be- 
[  horizontal,  the  water  was  readily  absorbed  and  retained  for  evapo- 
ion — conditions   that  rarely   exist   where   reservoirs    are    ibrmed. 
...ke,  for  instance  the  valley  of  Anthony's  creek,  where  the  sides  of 
the  bounding  mountains  are  inclined,  from  top  to  bottom,  at  an  angle 
varying  between  ^0°  and  45°,  and  are  moreover  covered  with  but  a 
scanty  soil  and  to  a  great  extent  with   even  naked  rocks,     Ii  is  evi- 
dent that  during  rains  the  water  must  flow  down  with  great  rapidity 
into  the  valley,  leaving  but  little  time  for  absorption  or  evaporation. 
Mr.  Fairbairn,  a  distinguished  European  engineer,  in  his  proposed 
improvement  of  the  river  Bann  by  reservoirs  situated  under  conditions 
similar  to  those  presented  at  Anthony's  creek,  estimates  the  available 
water  at  five  sixths  of  the  whole  amount,  and  his  estimates  in  this 
respect  have  generally  been  exceeded  by  the  practical  results. 

Knowing  the  area  and  contents  of  a  reservoir,  and  the  area  of  its 
catchment  basin,  or  area  draining  into  it,  the  application  of  the  simple 
principles  just  presented  is  sufficiently  plain. 

From  a  personal  examination  of  the  valley  of  the  creek,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  quantity  of  water  available 
will  far  exceed  the  calculations  of  your  engineers.     Nevertheless,  as 
I  know  that  the  field  work  is  completed  for  a  minute  and  accurate 
survey  of  the  reservoir  and  its  catchment  basin,  I  deem  it  not  advisa- 
ble, if  even  it  were  proper,  to  enter  into  any  calculation  in  advance 
of  the  report  of  that  smvey.     In  a  grave  question  like  this  ......  ben 

possible   evidence  should  be  presented,  and  in  this  respect  the  resurti 
of  the  survey  alluded  to  will  leave  little  to  be  desired. 

Besides  the  method  of  arriving  at  the  available  supply  of  water  by 
calculation,  there  is  another  for  which  I  respectfully  and  earnestly  ask 
your  attention ;  it  is  the  gauging,  for  a  year  or  as  much  longer  as  possi- 
ble, the  water  of  the  cree£    This  was.  first  suggested  by  Mr.  Lor- 
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raine,  and  is  now  in  operation.  The  results  obtained  in  this  way 
present  fewer  objections,  and  address  themselves  to  the  apprehension 
of  every  mind.  The-  water  that  flows  down  the  creek  is  obviously 
the  available  water,  after  having  been  subjected  to  evaporation,  ab- 
sorption, percolation,  and  every  other  conceivable  cause  of  loss,  so 
that  the  only  correction  to  be  made  is  the  difference  between  the  evapo- 
ration from  the  surface  of  the  reservoir  and  that  from  the  land  sub- 
merged, because  as  the  creek  is  gauged  before  the  reservoir  is  filled, 
it  appears  to  give  too  much — but  on  the  other  hand  the  area  sub- 
merged is  greater  than  that  of  the  water,  and  the  bottom  being  hori- 
zontal is  most  favorable  for  evaporation,  so  that  the  two  would  nearly 
balance,  and  even  this  correction  may  be  omitted,  and  the  quantity 
flowing  down  the  creek  taken  as  the  available  supply. 

No  one,  I  suppose,  will  doubt  that  water  passing  down  a  stream 
may  be  collected  in  a  reservoir.  The  quantity  of  available  water 
once  obtained,  your  engineers  can  shew  that  it  is  among  the  simplest 
applications  of  their  science,  to  construct  an  embankment  or  dam 
across  the  gorge  of  the  valley  that  shall  retain  the  whole,  or  so  much 
of  this  water  as  shall  be  required  for  the  supply  of  the  summit  level 
with  all  its  contingencies. 

It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  most  important  canals  of  the 
world  have  their  summit  levels  supplied  from  reservoirs,  and  it  would 
be  easy  to  point  out  numerous  instances  where  rain  water  thus  collect- 
ed has  been  applied  to  economical  uses  on  a  very  large  scale.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  one — the  Shaw's  Water  Works. 

The  inhabitants  of  Greenock  were  anxious  to  procure  a  supply  of 
water  for  domestic  use.  Engineers  were  employed,  who  examined 
the  scanty  streams  in  the  vicinity,  and  reported  unfavorably.  At 
length  Mr.  Thorn  examined  the  surrounding  country,  calculated  the 
supply  of  rain  water  that  could  be  economized,  and  astonished  the 
good  people  of  Greenock  by  shewing  that  "  not  only  water  sufficient 
for  domestic  and  municipal  purposes  might  be  brought  in,  but  that 
water  power  might  be  made  available  for  mechanical  purposes  to  a 
veiy  great  amount.  His  scheme  has  been  carried  into  effect.  His 
calculations  have  been  more  than  borne  out,  and  the  rapid  rise  of 
Greenock  as  an  emporium  of  commerce  and  industry  is,  in  no  small 
degree,  due  to  the  bold  foresight  of  the  engineer  of  the  Shaw's  Water 
Works." 

Dr.  Kane,  the  eminent  chemist,  who  was  himself  investigating  this 
question  for  Ireland,  writes  still  further : 

"  Anxious  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  actual  condition  and  per- 
formance of  these  remarkable  Water  Works,  and  unable  personally  to 
visit  Scotland,  I  have  to  thank  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  that 
country  has  presented  to  the  practical  sciences,  for  a  note  descriptive 
of  the  power  that  is  now  produced  by  the  water  so  economized.  Mr. 
Scott  Russell  replied  to  my  enquiries  in  the  following  words : 
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4  My  Dbar  Sib, 

'  I  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  get  a  full  and 
very  satisfactory  account  of  the  Shaw's  Water.  Works,  drawn  up  for 
you  by  a  competent  engineer  resident  on  the  spot ;  but  I  find  that  so 
many  delays  are  occurring  to  prevent  this,  that  I  now  write  to  bee 
you  will  not  calculate  upon  it ;  nad  my  own  time  permitted  I  should 
have  done  so  myself,  but  now,  just  when  I  might  have  hoped  for 
leisure,  I  am  taken  from  home. 

4 1  have,  however,  procured  a  copy  of  a  now  scarce  pamphlet,  print- 
ed some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  before  the  works  were  finished, 
giving  some  account  of  them  as  proposed*  I  may  now  add  for  your 
information,  that  everything  predicted  has  been  satisfactorily  and  folly 
accomplished ;  that  the  company  now  divide  a  fair  per  centage  oa 
their  capital,  even  though  at  present  only  one-half  of  the  capabilities 
of  the  reservoir  are  employed.  There  has  in  all  years  been  an  abun- 
dant supply. 

4 1  may  add,  that  the  sole  supply  of  water  %$  from  the  fall  of  rota, 
and  that  the  artificial  lake  has  been  created  in  a  place  where  formerly 
there  were  only  slender  mountain  rivulets. 

'The  guaranteed  and  realized  supply  of  water  amounts  to  2,500 
cubic  feet  per  minute  per  310  days  per  annum.         •        •         • 

4  J.  SCOTT  RUSSELL/  " 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  noble  work  in  which  yoo 
are  engaged, 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  much  respect, 

Your  obd't  serv't, 

M.  TUOMEY. 
Richmond,  November  6th>  1851* 
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[No.  8.] 

Amount  of  Toll  received  upon  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  on  the  fol- 
lowing Articles,  from  the  1st  of  October  1848  to  the  1st  of  October  1849. 


TITLE  OF  ARTICLE. 


Agricultural  implements, 
Agricultural  products  not  other 

wi«e  designated, 
Anvils, 

Apples  and  other  dried  fruit, 
Apples  and  other  green  fruit, 
Bacon,  • 

Bar  iron, 
Barrels,  casks  and  boxes,  empty 
Beans, 

Beef,  salt  and  fresh, 
Beer, 
BeeSwaz, 
Bellows, 
Books, 

Bran  and  other  mill  oflal, 
Bricks, 
Buckwheat, 
Butter, 
Dandles, 

Caps,  sills  and  timber,  dressed, 
Carpenters'  work. 
Carriages, 
Caststeel, 
Cheese, 
China  ware, 
Cider, 
Cigars, 
Coffee, 

Coke  and  coal  going  up  canal, 
Confectionary, 

Copper  scraps  and  old  copper, 
Cordage, 

Corn  and  corn  meal,     - 
Cotton, 

Cotton  bagging, 
Cotton  waste  and  rags, 
Cotton  yarns, 
Crackers, 
Curled  hair,       • 
Drugs, 
Dye  stuffs, 

Earthen  and  qneensware, 
Eggs, 
leathers, 
Flour, 

Foreign  fruits, 
Furniture, 


Amount. 


66  26 

4  00 
20 

21  53 

463  04 

1131  68 

2031  77 

346  19 

23  38 

3  61 

5  17 
120  94 

1  08 

2  65 
58  25 
72  84 
36  33 

615  77 

363  58 

54  69 

28  70 
185  64 

76  46 

29  00 
45 

71  93 

1  75 
10362  71 

1473  25 

2  23 
11 

27  89 

4034  26 

780  92 

10 

64  23 

268  18 

68 

20 

1  87 

42  53 

387  94 

11  96 

369  79 

35248  26 

529 

490  80 


Furs  and  peltry, 
Ginseng, 

Glass  and  glass  ware, 
Gravel,  earth  and  sand, 
Grindstones, 
Groceries  not  otherwise  desig- 
nated, 
Hardware, 
Hats  and  caps, 
Hay  and  fodder, 
Hides, 
Honey, 

Hops  and  herbs 
Lara, 
Laths, 
Leather, 
Lime, 
Liquorice, 
Liquors, 
Live  stock, 
Machinery, 
Mackerel  and  fish  of  all  kinds, 
Mahogany, 
Marble,  dressed, 
Marble,  rough, 
Mechanics'  tools, 
Merchandize  not  enumerated, 
Metals  not  otherwise  designated, 
Mill  stones, 
Mineral  water, 
Molasses, 
Moiss, 

Nails  and  spikes, 
Oats, 
Oil, 

Oysters, 
Paper, 
Peas, 
Pig  iron, 

Pork,  salt  and  fresh, 
Potatoes, 

Potters'  and  stone  ware, 
Powder, 
Rice, 
Rye, 

Saddlery, 
Salt. 
Seed  of  all  kinds, 


15  56 

98  72 

425  26 

226  92 

67  01 

524 

1  90 

60  69 

38  04 

463  34 

73 

41 

260  33 

1  59 

891  57 

418  28 

80  07 

7341  54 

35  13 

224  72 

1742  07 

47  98 

96  06 

13  38 

3  72 
8177  40 

673  95 
122  64 

4  92 
2313  43 

366 

3031  21 

237  60 

184  94 

5 

14 

18  40 

12349  91 

28  03 

159  53 

87  39 

80  82 

3  06 
15  50 

4  29 
10205  12 

790  22 


36 
50 
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TITUS  OP  ARTICLE. 


Shoo*  and  boots, 

Shot,  shell  and 

Stmlo, 

Soon, 

Spintj  of  tvpentme. 

Stares* 


Sloao,  rongh, 

Sojrar, 

Tallow, 


I 


38% 

135  23 

3292  62 

16  62 

146  83 

323 

198  71 

21  06 

930  35 

10722  36 

12  81 

59587  32 


) 


Vegetable*  net  otherwise  desig 

Bated, 
Venison, 
Vinegar, 
Wheat, 
Wool, 


Miscellaneous, 


Total, 


3  17 
640 


191  46 


212491  39 
26003  14 
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Vablt  shewing  the  Revenue  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  from  Tolls 
on  the  following  articles,  commencing  with  the  1st  of  October  1849,  and  end- 
ing with  the  1st  October  1850.  Also  the  proportionate  Revenue  under  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Revision;  the  difference  in  the  amounts,  and 
the  present  ana  proposed  rates. 


TITLE  OF  ARTICLE. 


.gricultural  implements, 

.gricultural  products  not  otherwise  designated 

.pples  and  other  dried  fruit, 

pples  and  other  green  fruit, 

nvils,  - 


•aeon,  ... 

tar  iron,  ... 

[arrets,  casks  and  boxes  (empty,) 

leans,  ... 

leef,  salt  and  fresh, 

leer,  ... 

leeswax,  ... 

tallows,  ... 

looks,  ... 

Iran  and  other  mill  offal, 

tricks,  ... 

tackwheat, 

tatter, 

fondles,  ... 

tops,  sills  and  timber,  dressed, 

Carpenters'  work, 

ferriages, 


foststeel, 
Iheese, 
China  ware, 
Jider, 

Joffee, 

Joke  and  coal  going  up  the  canal, 

Confectionary, 

Copper  scraps  and  old  copper, 

Cordage,  ... 

torn  and  corn  meal,     • 

Cotton,  -  - 

Cotton  bagging, 

Cotton  waste  and  rags, 

Cotton  yarns,      - 

backers,  ... 

furled  hair,        ... 

>rugs, 

lye  stuns,  ... 

larthen  ware  and  qneensware, 

eattiers,  ... 

lour, 

oroign  finks, 


85 

•g 

Am'nt  rec'd  frc 
1st  Oct* r  1849 
1st  Oct'r  1890. 

ll 

8 

• 

1 

J-1 

a? 

5 

Dolls.  Ok. 

Dolls.  Cts. 

DoUs.  Cts. 

cu. «. 

369  00 

184  50 

184  50 

4  0 

19  71 

13  14 

6  57 

3  0 

- 

— 

— 

3  0 

85  01 

28  33 

56  68 

3  0 

1  92 

1  44 

48 

4  0 

1089  33 

680  83 

408  50 

4  0 

2212  16 

1327  29 

884  87 

2  5 

467  76 

350  82 

116  94 

2  0 

3  16 

1  97 

1  19 

4  0 

305 

1  90 

1  15 

4  0 

50  03 

37  52 

12  51 

4  0 

143  65 

53  66 

89  79 

4  0 

64 

32 

32 

4  0 

15  86 

11  89 

3  97 

4  0 

61  87 

30  93 

30  94 

2  0 

100  65 

40  26 

60  39 

'0  5 

22  34 

11  17 

11  17 

2  0 

684  80 

342  40 

342  40 

4  0 

674  25 

421  40 

252  85 

4  0 

- 

— 

— 

2  0 

25  16 

12  58 

12  58 

4  0 

266  36 

199  77 

66  59 

4  0 

67  19 

50  39 

16  80 

4  0 

18  75 

9  37 

938 

4  0 

1  01 

63 

38 

4  0 

103  68 

34  56 

69  12 

3  0 

5  42 

3  38 

2  04 

4  0 

14307  58 

8942  23 

5365  35 

4  0 

2175  72 

1305  43 

870  29 

0  5 

1  23 

92 

31 

4  0 

12  13 

7  58 

4  55 

4  0 

114  61 

85  95 

28  66 

4  0 

1191  70 

1191  70 

_ 

2  0 

377  88 

236  17 

141  71 

4  0 

- 

— 

— 

4  0 

60  59 

30  29 

30  30 

2  0 

195  46 

146  59 

48  87 

4  0 

1  31 

98 

33 

4  0 

06 

04 

02 

4  0 

397 

2  97 

1  00 

4  0 

76  69 

57  51 

19  18 

4  0 

880  55 

550  34 

330  21 

4  0 

4  05 

2  02 

2  03 

4  0 

341  05 

255  78 

85  27 

4  0 

34611  31 

20766  78 

13844  53 

2  5 

1  00 

62| 

38 

4  0 

Ots.m> 
2    0 


2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 


1 
2 
3 
1 


0 
5 
0 
0 
5 
5 
5 
5 


2  5 

3  0 


o 
0 
0 
0 
0    2 


1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
0 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 

2  0 

3  0 


0 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
5 
5 
3 
0 
5 
0 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 


1 

2 


5 
6 
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TITLE  OF  ABTICLE. 


Furniture,  - 

Fan  and  peltry, 

Ginseng,  ... 

Glatf  and  glass  ware, 

Gravel,  earth  and  sand, 

Grindstone*,       -  • 

Groceries  not  otherwise  designated, 

Hardware,  ... 

Hats  and  caps, 

Hay  and  fodder, 

Hides, 

Honey,  ... 

If  opa  and  herbs, 

lird,  ... 

Laths, 

Leather,  ... 

Lime,  ^  ... 

Liquorice,  ... 

Liquors,  ... 

Live  stock,  - 

Machinery,        '-  - 

Mackerel  and  fish  of  all  kinds, 

Mahogany,         ... 

Marble,  dressed, 

Marble,  rough, 

Mechanics'  tools, 

Merchandize  not  enumerated, 

Metals  not  otherwise  designated, 

Millstones, 

Mineral  water, 

Molasses, 

Moss, 

Nails  and  spikes, 

Oats, 

Oil, 

Oysters, 

Paper, 

Peas,       -  -  - 

Pig  iron, 

Pork,  salt  and  fresh. 

Potatoes, 

Potters'  and  stone  ware, 

Powder, 

Rice, 

Rye, 

Saddlery, 

Salt, 

Seed  of  all  kinds, 

Shingles, 

Shoes  and  boots, 

Shot,  shell  and  castings, 

Slate, 

Soap, 

Spirits  of  turpentine, 

Staves, 

Steam  engines, 

Stone,  rough, 


8ngar, 
Tallow 
Tar, 


i 

a. 

t 

• 
• 

a 

3*22 

2d 

3   < 

u 

i  ^     i 

■ 

5,g 

11 

S     1 

e      - 

£   '  ! 

1    « 

i  i 

\ 

• 

1 

'DoBm.   CU.  DoUs,  CU. 

1Mb.  Ql  Cls. 

m* 

.€•*.«. 

641  26 

400  78 

240  4?  4 

o 

;'  2  5 

I   25  80 

19  35- 

645  4 

0 

)  3  • 

76  24; 

47  65 

28  59  4 

o 

.  *  5 

|  92398 

577  48 

346  50  4 

o 

t  2  5 

;  301  71  ToQnottoesDeedforanr 

dM. 

5  • 

130  50! 

65  25 

65  25  2 

0 

I  1  • 

44 

27 

17  4 

0 

1  2  S 

8  43 

526: 

3  17  4 

o 

i*  S 

50  58 

31  61j 
27  15 

18  97  4 

0 

!  2  5 

54  31 

27  16  1 

o 

|  0  5 

552  36 

-   1 

-   !4 

0 

25 

15 

10  4 

0 

2  5 

.. 

— 

-   '  4 

0 

2  5 

255  26 

159  53 

95  73'  4 

0 

2  5 

37 

16 

19  1 

0 

0  5 

1143  17 

— 

-   j4 

o 

414  87 

165  94 

248  93;  0 

s 

0  2 

235  51 

147  19 

88  32  4 

0 

2  5 

11075  17 

— 

— 

4 

0 

51  36 

25  68 

25  68 

1 

0 

0  5 

353  57 

176  78 

176  79 

4 

0 

2  • 

1384  04 

692  02 

692  02 

4 

0 

2  • 

105  10 

70  06 

35  04 

3 

0 

2  0 

85  02 

42  51 

42  51  2 

0 

1  0 

17  24 

8  62 

8  62j  1 

0 

0  5 

6  76 

3  38 

!"li 

0 

2  0 

8047  88 

— 

0 

1293  62 

808  51 

485  11!  4 

0 

2  5 

153  50 

38  37 

115  131  4 

0 

1  0 

20  34 

8  13 

12  21|  0 

5 

0  2 

4494  43 

2996  28 

1496  15i  3 

0 

2  0 

1  14 

76 

38!  3 

0 

2  0 

4283  54 

2141  77 

2141  77  4 

0 

2  0 

97  44 

48  72 

48  72 

2 

0 

1  0 

194  35 

97  17 

97  18 

4 

0 

2  0 

13  01 

31  78 

19  86 

11  92 

4 

0 

2  5 

«0  68 

19  17 

11  51 

4 

0 

2  5 

8894  16 

6670  62 

2223  54 

1 

0 

0  7j 

3  90 

2  43 

1  47 

4 

0 

2  5 

195  53 

97  76 

97  77 

2 

0 

1  0 

79  59 

26  53 

53  06 

3 

0 

1  0 

659  60 

412  25 

247  35 

4 

0 

2  6 

1  08 

67 

41 

4 

0 

2  $ 

55 

27 

28 

2 

0 

1  0 

11  10 

6  93 

4  17 

4 

0 

2  5 

7229  52 

4518  45 

2711  07 

2 

0 

1  21 

666  84 

343  42 

343  42 

4 

0 

2  0 

240  84 

120  42 

120  42 

1 

0 

0  5 

185  53 

115  95 

69  58 

4 

0 

2  5 

1459  07 

729  53 

729  54 

2 

0 

1  0 

33  27 

16  63 

16  64 

1 

0 

0  5 

244  50 

122  25 

122  25 

4 

0 

2  0 

5  40 

3  37 

2  03 

4 

0 

2  5 

64  20 

84  20 

— 

0 

5 

0  5 

245  35 

122  67 

122  68 

4 

0 

2  0 

1618  13 

647  25 

970  88 

0 

5 

0  2 

14817  80 

9261  12 

5556  68 

4 

0 

2  5 

124  07 

77  64 

46  53 

4 

0 

2  S 

101  08 

25  27 

76  81 

2 

0 

0  S 
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TITLE  OF  ARTICLE. 


Timber,  rough,  plank,  Sta. 

Tobacco,  ... 

Vegetables  no  I  otherwise  deaignated, 

Vinegar,' 
Wheal, 
Wool, 


| 

i 

I 

ya 

B 

a 

DMt    Ol. 

DoOt    Cu 

3735  8( 

1367  9C 

}.-.:r  :)i 

101  01 

63  16 

37  90 

r,r,m'.  r.i 

3%04  61 

l>ll  ;-i' 

IS  03 

6  01 

6  01 

37  31 

33  3; 

14  00 

719  41 

359  7( 

359  71 

'JmM  •■!■> 

16014  16 

10676  Hi 

256  72 

160  45 

96  27 

:: 

13433  70 

■:.      ■■     ■ 

H-'iH  :n 

72406  56 

**6 
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List  of  the   Officers  of  the  James   River  and  Kanawha  Company,  and  of  Ac 
Agents  employed  by  them  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30tk  day  of8ept.  1851. 


HAKES  OF  OFFICERS. 


Thoa.  M.  Bondurant, 
Samuel  McCorkle, 
Thomas  H.  Ellis, 
William  W.  Boyd, 
Joseph  R.  Anderson, 
John  Y.  Mason, 
Wo.  P.  Munford. 
B.  E.  Poitiaux, 
John  Dabney, 
J.  R.  Chamberlayne, 
8.  S.  Baxter, 
Wm.  W.  Harvie, 
Elias  L.  Chinn, 
Smith  A.  Thorp, 
8mith  Bosworth, 
Samuel  Mahoney, 
J.  Snead, 
James  A.  G  odd  in, 
R.  H.  Cunningham,  jr. 
Thomas  McKinney, 
Robert  McKinney, 
A.W.  Millspaugh, 
Henry  L.  Reed, 
W.  R.  Richardson, 
R.  C.  Nicholas, 
Wm.  H.  Matthews, 
Mayo  Cabell, 
LitUeberry  Tyree, 
Elihu  Henry, 
James  M.  stratum, 
Thomas  T.  Emmett, 
James  Gooding, 
John  W.  Wills, 
Nathaniel  Mayo, 
Bat  Graves, 
8.  P.  Lambard, 
Duncan  Grant, 
W.  G.  Matthews, 
Thomas  J.  Hopkins, 
Pleasant  Roach, 
W.  J.  Faudrce, 
J.  B.  Tibbs, 
Daniel  Bashaw, 
8amuel  C.  Tilman, 
W.  W.  Pace, 
R.  Tibbs, 
E.  Mosby, 
Ro.  L.  Pace, 
Geo.  W.  Taylor, 
Wm.  8.  Fowler, 
Joe.  W.  Griffin, 
Harris  Clements, 
Jos.  Clements, 
M.  C.  Denton, 
8.  8.  Bugg, 
D.  Nixon, 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Viar, 
Jos.  Mosby, 
J.  N.  Kidd, 
G.  Thomas, 
Davis)  Johnson, 


DC  WHAT  CAPACITY. 


Director, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
President, 
Secretary, 
Clerk, 

do. 

do. 
Counsel, 
Law  spent, 
Superintendent  of  repairs, 

Master  carpenter, 

do.         -  • 

Master  mason, 
Toll-gatherer  at  Richmond, 

do.       clerk, 

do.  do. 

Toll-gatherer  at  Lynchburg, 

do.        clerk, 
Inspector  of  boats  at  Richmond, 

do.  do.     at  Scottsville, 

Patrol  lower  level, 
Ferryman, 

do. 

do. 

do.         - 
Overseer, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do.         • 

do.         • 
Dock-master  and  lock-keeper. 
Master  carpenter  2d  division, 
Master  mason,  do. 

Master  carpenter, 
Lock-keeper, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


PAY. 


3000 

1500 

1200 

1200 

500 

600 

1250 

1500 

675 

650 

700 

1800 

•  800 

300 

800 

400 

1000 

600 

200 

275 

200 

125 

125 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

750 

600 

900 

450 

600 


200 
250 
150 
240 
209 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 


per  diem 
do. 
ds. 
do. 
do. 


per 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do* 
do. 
6q. 
do. 
do- 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do- 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do* 
do. 
do. 
do* 
do* 
do. 
do* 
do* 
do- 
do- 
do- 
do* 
do* 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


*Ak 


-   No-  18,] 


887 


rd, 


■Wt 


■  wynn, 
'i, 

U.  Barney. 
•mty, 
Tatton, 
Mills. 

ini  Lorraine, 
v  Walton, 
M.  Harris, 
«hington  Gill, 
Iter  G.  Turpin, 
ea  C.  Turner, 
P.  Taylor, 
.  G.  Dixon, 
ea  Miller, 
.  H.  D.  Chinn, 
.  H.  Henahaw, 
lard  Potts, 
».  Pierce, 
i.  H.  Kennon, 
.  A.  Baxter, 
'.  L'Eng le, 


.CITY. 

PAY. 

$150 

per  annum. 

150 

do 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

BBBBB^k.                                                              -                                                            •                                                            • 

150 

do. 

,i^- 

150 

da, 

150 

do. 

* 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

150 

do. 

i.     ■          •          • 

150 

do. 

;o.                            • 

150 

do. 

■J». 

150 

do. 

do.            - 

150 

do. 

do.         - 

150 

do. 

do.         - 

150 

do. 

do.         -                   - 

300 

do. 

do.         - 

150 

do. 

do.         • 

150 

do. 

do. 

150 

do. 

do.         - 

300 

do. 

do.         - 

150 

do. 

-     Acent  on  B.  R.  T.  &,  P. 

do.     on  Western  improvements,  - 

450 

do. 

1500 

do. 

-     Collector  of  tolls  oft  Kanawha  river, 

1000 

do. 

Gate-keeper  on  Kanawha  road,  9  p.  c. 

on  amount  collected. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do* 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.            do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            de.           • 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do.           • 

do. 

do. 

do.           do.            do. 

do. 

do. 

-     Chief  engineer, 

3500 

per  annum. 

-     Principal  ass't  eng'r  T.  W.  C. 

1800 

do. 

Assistant  engineer           do. 
-     Prin.  ass't    do.      8.  8.  Sl  R.  co.    - 

1200 

do. 

1800 

do. 

Assistant     do.               do. 

900 

do. 

-     Prin.  ass't    do.    3d   division, 

1800 

do. 

do.    do.     do.    4th        do. 

1800 

do. 

do.    do.     do.    2d         do. 

2000 

do. 

-     Assistant      do.    2d         do. 

1500 

do. 

do.             do.    4th        do. 

1200 

do. 

do.             do.    2d         do. 

1200 

do. 

do.             do.    2d         do. 

1200 

do. 

do.             do.    4th       do. 

800 

do. 

do.             do.    3d         do. 

1200 

do. 

do.             do.    3d         do. 

1200 

do. 

Rodman,     - 

1 

per  diem. 

do.         - 

1 

do. 

do.         - 

1 

do. 

do.         •                  -                  • 

50  cts.      do. 

do.         .                  -                  - 

60 

do. 

do.         - 

60 

do. 

.          do.         - 

60 

do. 
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List  of  the   Officers  of  the  James   River  and 
Agents  employed  by  them  for  ike  year  ending 


c 


PAY. 


NAMES  OF  OFFICERS. 


IM  WHAT  capa«:; 


Tho8.  M.  Bondurant, 
Samuel  McCorkle, 
Thomas  H.  Ellis, 
William  W.  Boyd, 
Joseph  R.  Anderson, 
John  Y.  Mason, 
Wm.  P.  Mnnford. 
B.  E.  Poiliaui. 
John  Dabney, 
J.  R.  Chamberlayne, 
8.  8.  Baxter, 
Wm.  W.  Harvio, 
Elias  L.  Chinn, 
8mith  A.  Thorp, 
8mith  Bosworth, 
Samuel  Mahoney, 
J.  Snead, 
James  A.  Goddin, 
R.  H.  Cunningham,  jr. 
Thomas  McKinney, 

Robert  McKinney, 

A.  W.  Millapaugh, 

Henry  L.  Reed, 

W.  R.  Richardson, 

R.  C.  Nicholas, 

Wm.  II.  Matthews, 

Mayo  Cabell, 

Litucbcrry  Tyree. 

Elihu  Henry, 

James  M.  Stratton. 

Thomas  T.  Enum-::. 

James  Gooding, 

John  W.  Wilk 

Nathaniel  May 

Bat  Graves, 

8.  P-  Lara  bard 

Duncan  Gran? 

W.  G.  Matth« 

Thomas  J.  If 

Pleasant  Ro. 

W.  J.  Fandr 

J.  B.  Tibbs. 

Daniel  Ba>! 

Samuel  (■ 

W.  W.  P 

R.  Tibbs. 

E.  Mo?l>' 

Ro.  l.  r 

Geo.  W 
Wm.  ^ 
Jos.  W 
Harris 
Jos.  ( 
M.C 
8.8 
D.  IS 
Mr? 
Jos 
J.  > 
G. 
Da 


Director, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
President, 
Secretary, 
Clerk, 

do. 

do. 
Counsel, 
Law  apenu 
Supenntp" 
Master  cnr 

do. 
Master  in 
Toll-garb 

do. 

do. 
Toll-p 

i1 
Insi 

Pel'" 


.„^.*   i  r^iitb  dam, 


50  eta. 
50 
»    2 

600 
1200 
1000 
1000 
1200 
250 
2  50 
250 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

50 

2 

15 

15 

15 

12  50 
12  50 
15 

12  50 
12  50 
12  50 
12  50 
1500 


25 
25 
50 

50 
50 
75 


per  diem, 
do. 

per  da 
per  annni 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
per  diet 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
per  moad 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
per  annum. 


WM.  P.  MUNFORD,  Secretary. 


!.  1351. 


i>. 
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NORTH  RIVER  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Lexington,  Va.,  Oct.  16,  1851. 

To  the  Preset  and  Directors  Board  P.  Works, 

Richmond,   Va. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  you  have  the  annual  return  of  the  North 
river  navigation  company  for  the  past  year,  which  I  hope  may  prove 
satisfactory* 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  on  Friday,  the 
third  day  of  Oqtober,  at  which  meeting  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  former  president  declined  having  his  name  before 
the  stockholders  for  office ;  whereupon,  Wm.  McCorkle  was  elected 
president,  and  Henry  B.  Jones  and  Robert  Morrison  directors  on  be- 
half of  the  company  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  enclosed  returns  I 
would  have  sent  you  last  week,  but  the  reports  of  the  president  and 
secretary  to  the  general  meeting,  were  referred  to  a  committee  for  ex- 
amination, and  I  preferred  waiting  a  few  days  for  their  action,  which 
has  since  been  had  upon  my  report,  and  I  now  forward  it  without 
any  change  or  alteration. 

A  map  of  the  line  of  improvement  will  be  furnished  you  as  soon  as 
the  engineer  can  have  it  prepared.  If  there  is  anything  lacking  in  my 
report,  advise  me,  and  it  shall  be  furnished  without  delay. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


JACOB  M.  RUFF, 

Sec'y  N.  R.  N.  Co. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  North  River  Navigation  Company,  for  the 

October  3d,  1851. 


$* 


44,2*1  19 

10,000  00 

11,322  04 

6,500  00 

15,523  71 

190  00 

1,415  00 

1,504  00 

1,454  30 

700  00 

108  76 

297  9B 

616  30 


12,600 
15,000 
10,000 
56,475 


Oft 
00 


Original  capital  stock  authorized  by  the  charter  ii  $  100,000,  of  which  there  is 

subscribed  by  individuals  253  shares, 
By  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  300  shares,     • 
By  the  town  of  Lexington,  200  shares,  $50, 
By  the  commonwealth,  1129£  shares, 
Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  remaining  unpaid, 

individual  M  -  - 

the  county  of  Rockbridge, 

the  town  of  Lexington, 
There  has  been  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  work  from 
the  organization  of  the  company  (July  6th,  1851,)  to  this  data, 
For  instruments,  ... 

Officers'  salaries,  ... 

Engineering, 

Pay  and  expenses  of  company's  hands,  * 

Land  damages,  ... 

Printing  accounts,  ... 

Contingencies,  ... 

Expenses  in  preliminary  survey  previous  to  Oct  1st*  I860, 
Received  from  sale  of  a  boat, 
Due  to  the  Lexington  savings  institution  for  over  drafts, 


43  00 


$04,520  62 


94,520  68 


£.£. 


JACOB  M.  RUFF, 
3e£.  jfc  A  Jfc  Co. 


No.  18.] 


}>endxtttres  of  the  North  River  Navigation  Company 
ear  ending  Oct.  3d,  1851. 


J  850, 
Lna|  stockholders, 
■  iity  of  Rockbridge, 
vn  of  Lexington, 
ommonwealth, 


Total  receipts, 


>ork  done, 
•mpass, 


^  .  ^  2  per  day,  amount, 

^fefetoi  includes  their  pay  from  the  6th  July  1850  up  to 
^^t-  3d,  1851.] 
^^tates  of  company's  hands, 
paid,  - 

tTutmta,  - 


61 

1,325  75 

3,677  96 

3,500  00 

12,253  81 

43  00 

$20,801  13    20301  13 

15,683  71 

60  00 

1,594  00 

750  00 

250  00 

415  00 


1,464  30 
700  00 
168  76 
997  96. 


21463  76 


fine©  due  the  Lexington  savings  institution  for  over  drafts  Oct.  3d,  1851,     $352  68 


JACOB  M.  RUFF, 

See.  N.  R.  N.  Co. 


las  been  subscribed  by  others  than  the  commonwealth  of  the  original 
ll  stock  of  $  100,000.  753  shares  at  $  50  each, 

increased  capital  of  $75,000,  there  has  been  subscribed  by  Sam. 

Reid,  agent  for  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  599  shares,  at  $  50  each, 
B.  Dorman  1  share,  at  $50, 

Amount,  .... 


37,650  00 

29,950  00 
50  00 

$67,650  00 


JACOB  M.  RUFF, 

Sec.  N.  R.  N.  Co. 
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RAPPAHANNOCK  COMPANY. 

Office  of  the  Rappahannock  Compahy, 

October  1st,  1851. 

James  Brown,  Esq. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  is  the  return  of  the  Rappahannock  company  to  tbe 
30th  September  1851.  Though  the  revenues  of  the  work  shew  an  in-  • 
crease  over  those  of  the  previous  year,  they  are  still  barely  sufficient 
to  cover  the  necessary  expenditures.  They  will,  however,  be  here- 
after much  augmented  by  the  accession  of  trade  from  the  Hazel  river 
and  Sperry  ville  turnpike  improvements.  Two  nfcw  dams,  of  the  ag- 
gregate  length  of  six  hundred  feet,  have  been  built  by  the  company 
since  last  report,  which,  with  other  improvements  required  for  the 
greater  security  and  capacity  of  the  work,  have  increased  the  general 
expenses  some  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  The  ordinary  repairs 
and  agency  have  not  materially  exceeded  six  thousand  dollars.  The 
work  is  in  good  order.  The  list  of  stockholders  as  per  last  annual 
report. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WELLINGTON  GORDON,  Prefu 
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State  of  the  Rappahannock  Company,  September  30,  1851. 


Expended  in  construction  previous  to  1846,  by  the  old  company, 
Expended  in  construction  from  January  1,  1846,  to  this  date, 
Expended  in  repairs  by  old  company, 
Expended  in  repairs  from  1846  to  Sept.  30, 1850, 
Expended  in  repairs  from  Sept  30, 1850,  to  date, 

Assets: 

Real  estate  owned  by  the  company, 

Debts  due  the  company,  ... 


Capital  stock  paid  in : 
390  shares  by  individuals,  at  $100, 
Due  cotractors  for  construction, 
Due  state  of  Virginia  for  loan, 
Due  Wellington  Gordon  for  repairs, 

Received  from  tolls: 
Prior  to  1846,  by  old  company, 
From  1846  to  September  30th,  1850, 
From  September  30, 1850,  to  date. 


39,000  00 

•201,796  25 

•100,000  00 

5,892  07 


5,000  00 
6,733  80 
8,238  89 


58,280  03 
•281,592  62 

5,000  00 
11,632  57 

8,549  82 


1,100  00 
505  97 

$  366,661  01 


$366,661  01 


September  30,  1851. 


M.  H.  CRUMP,  6ee% 


*  Exdastre  of  IntcrMt. 


60 
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RIYANNA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

The  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  directed  a  subscription 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  public  works  to  the  original  stock  of  the 
Rivanna  navigation  company  of  $  56,675,  and  also  $  20,000  to  the 
new  stock  of  the  company  upon  the  subscription  of  $1,333  33  by  in- 
dividuals, making,  when  this  subscription  snail  be  obtained,  $— — ; 
this  sum  is  to  be  increased  by  amount  of  arrearages  and  debts  due 
the  company,  in  solvent  hands,  of  about  $5,000,  making  the  sum  of 
$  93,000  as  an  available  fund  for  the  enlarged  improvement. 

The  obstruction  to  the  navigation  from  the  connection  with  the 
James  river  canal  has  for  the  past  year  entirely  suspended  the  collection 
of  tolls,  but  these  works  are  now  being  completed  and  the  dam  and 
locks  at  Cary  's  Brook  will  be  ready  for  the  passage  of  large  size  borae 
boats  by  the  first  of  December,  and  before  the  25th  December  the 
navigation  for  such  boats  will  be  accomplished  to  Palmyra,  a  distance 
of  14$  miles,  by  a  crib  dam  at  the  Rivanna  mills,  making  slack  water 
navigation  upwards  of  six  miles  and  a  half  to  Cary's  Brook  and  a 
canal  four  and  a  half  miles  to  Columbia,  giving  one  unbroken  sheet  of 
water  for  eleven  miles  without  a  lilt  lock.  The  dam  at  Cary's  Brook 
throws  the  water  back  to  Palmyra,  for  boats  drawing  four  ieet  water 
3f  miles  further;  in  the  14f  miles  there  is  but  one  lock.  These  works 
have  been  constructed  in  a  style  and  manner  uniting  strength  and 
durability  unknown  upon  this  river,  and  promising  permanent  utility. 
The  tolls  will  be  resumed  by  the  first  of  January  next  and  in  the  two 
next  >  ears  will  add  in  the  unfinished  state  of  the  work  eight  or  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  the  company's  resources,  making  them  equal  to 
$100,000  or  more. 

The  estimates  of  the  engineer  (which  are  deemed  abundantly  libe- 
ral) of  the  entire  cost  of  the  improvement  to  Charlottesville  is  $1 37,000, 
including  damages ;  this  shews  a  deficit  of  S  37,000.  From  the  greater 
difficulties  encountered  as  it  approaches  the  mountain,  the  funds  of 
the  company  will  complete  the  work  to  Stump  Island  six  miles  below 
Merriwether's  bridge.     - 

The  deeper  interest  felt  by  the  farmers  residing  above  Southwest 
mountain  in  the  work,  and  the  more  liberal  subscriptions  anticipated, 
will  require  a  simultaneous  prosecution  of  the  work  above  Merriwe- 
ther's  bridge  with  that  below.  Should  these  anticipations  be  realized, 
justice  to  them  requires  the  assurance  which  would  be  thus  given  oft 
simultaneous  enjoyment  also  of  the  benefits  of  the  improvement  vritb 
those  who  have  been  more  supine  and  indifferent  to  its  advantages. 

We  have  to  regret  the  entire  loss  of  the  expenditure  upon  the  Cary's 
Brook  dam  incurred  during  the  last  year,  from  an  injudicious  plan  or 
faulty  construction :  it  has  been  condemned  and  abandoned  as  worth- 
less. The  employment  of  a  judicious  and  experienced  engineer  to 
direct  the  plan  and  superintend  the  execution,  gives  an  assurance  thai 
we  may  in  future  escape  these  mortifying  failures  which  want  of  skiD 
and  supervision  have  hitherto  brought  upon  the  company.  Far  fur- 
ther details,  I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  the  secretary. 

TH.  J.  RANDOLPH, 
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Return  of  the  $tate  of  the  Rivanna  Navigation  Company  for  the  year  ending 

30th  September  1851. 

gat 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  •  1,633  96 
Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  -  -  7,561  95 
Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  commencement 
in  1830,  to  date,  including  repairs,  officers'  fees,  attor- 
neys' fees,  six  negroes,  saw  mill,  boats,  Ac.  -  152,456  07 
Paid  borrowed  money  and  interest,  -  4,050  59 
Dividends  declared  from  commencement,  -  -  25,952  84 
Cash  on  band  30th  September,  per  annexed  statement,       -  38,063  78 

Capital  stock,  $100,450: 

Subscribed  bj  individuals  1249  shares,  at  $  50  per  share,         •                  •  62,456  00 
Subscribed  by  commonwealth  760  shares,  at  $  50  per  share,  under  old  sub- 
scription,    ------  38,000  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  under  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of 

15th  February  1851,  and  paid,          ....  44,901  97 

Error  in  last  report,  shewing  balance  due  from  state  on  stock  too  little,  by  10  00 

Tolle  and  other  profits  from  commencement,         ...  79,083  05 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid,               ....  1,333  50 

Money  borrowed  from  bank,               ....  3,940  67 

$229,719  19         229,719  19 

Balance  due  from  state,  on  account  of  her  subscription  under  the  act  of  15th 
February  1851,  .....        $12,407  19 


P.  £.  BACON,  Ses'f 
Riv.  Nkv.  Co. 


List  of  stockholders  same  as  reported  last  year. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure*  within  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand,  per  last  report,  including  state  bond 

and  other  good  debts,  ...  3,531  26 

Add  receipts  for  the  year : 

For  capital  stock  paid  by  individuals,  -  -  1,372  41 

"        "        "        "    by  state  under  old  subscription,  994  35 

"        "        "  "        "      act  of  15th  Feb.  1851,    44,901  97 

Interest  and  premium,  ... 

From  other  sources,  ... 

On  account  of  money  borrowed, 

Deduct  disbursements : 

For  improvement  and  repairs,   _      - 

For  toll  collector,  balance  due  him  last  year, 

Officers'  salaries. 

*Col.  Thomas  Macon,  late  president, 

*B.  H.  Magruder,  as  director, 

*S.  C.  Sneed,  late  director, 

*L.  M.  George,  late  director, 

B.  H.  Magruder,  treasurer  and  secretary. 

Dividends  paid  during  the  year,  by  late  •treasurer, 

Balance  money  on  hand, 


107  50 

460  79 

3,940  67 

• 

16,393  40 

• 

30  00 

322  50 

- 

99  00 

V 

78  00 

. 

36  00 

- 

194  27 

• 

92  00 

• 

38,063  73 

$55.308  95 55,308  96 

AilBH^^I^BiSl^BBBBBBBSaSSBBBBBBBBBBBBSBBSlBBSSBBBBSBSBSBBSBBBSBBBSSSBl 

Amount  due  the  company  upon  bond  and  open  account,  deemed  good,  $  870  00 


•For  the  year  ending  30th  September  1850,  the  account  for  the  present  year  not  paid,  ^rrff  not  jet 
settled. 
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SE  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Weldow,  N.  C,  October  29th,  1861. 
Public  Works. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  annual  re* 
;si<ient  ami  directors  to  the  stockholders  of  thfe  Roanoke 
with)  a  statement  shewing  the  condition  of  the 
,tny  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month,  and  a  list  of  the  stock- 
iitj  therein,  with  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

A.  JOYNER. 


REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Roanoke  navigation  company 
make  the  following  report  to  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting : 

At  your  last  meeting  we  bad  to  give  you  a  mournful  account  of  dis- 
asters to  your  works  at  Danville,  produced  by  the  fresh  of  the  past 
year.  We  at  the  same  time  anticipated  diminished  dividends  for  the 
present  year.  But  in  spite  of  a  very  short  crop  of  tobacco  and  a 
very  small  amount  of  wheat  for  exportation,  such  has  been  the  great 
iacrease  from  the  transportation  of  goods  up  the  river,  that  your  di- 
rectors were  enabled  to  make  a  dividend  last  spring  of  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock,  and  now  feel  justified  in  recommending 
a  like  dividend  from  operations  during  the  last  six  months,  which  will . 
leave  a  sufficient  balance  in  the  treasury  to  meet  all  probable  demands 
upon  it.  Your  directors,  in  placing  in  your  hands  the  trust  which  has 
been  confided  to  them,  congratulate  you  on  the  excellent  condition  of 
your  works.  The  locks  are  all  in  order,  and  are  passed  with  safety 
ud  despatch.  The  sluices  are  in  good  condition,  and  their  passage 
easy  and  safe.  The  canal  at  the  Great  Falls  has  been,  at  some  places, 
(lightly  obstructed  ;  and  though  it  has  not  interfered  with  navigation, 
W  not  in  very  dry  seasons  admitted  water  enough  for  the  mills  at  its 
foot;  hut  this  inconvenience  will  be  soon  corrected  by  the  company's 
hands,  and  a  slight  amount  of  additional  labor  which  will  involve  but 
a  trifling  additional  expense.  It  is  known  to  the  stockholders  that  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  a  very  vexatious  engagement  with  the  owners  of 
the  Danville  mill  property,  your  directors  were  compelled  to  purchase 
that  property,  not  with  a  view  of  holding  it,  but  for  the  purpose  of  a 
resale  with  conditions  more  favorable  to  the  company. 

There  is  one  subject  that  your  directors  wish  to  bring  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  stockholders  ae  deeply  concerning  their  interests.    Not- 
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withstanding  the  dividends  which  have  been  declared  for  the  last  few 
years  of  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  per  cent.,  and  the  probable  di- 
vidend of  five  per  cent,  for  the  next  year,  yet  we  continue  to  be  mor- 
tified by  sales  of  our  stock  at  a  price  which  ensures  to  the  purchaser 
an  interest  on  his  investment  of  fifteen  per  cent.  One  reason  for  this 
— and  the  most  important  by  far — is  the  extreme  difficulty  of  making 
the  transfers  of  our  stock  from  the  seller  to  the  buyer.  The  stock  by 
pur  charter  is  made  real  estate,  and  is  transferred  by  the  troublesome 
and  expensive  process  of  deeds  to  be  regularly  made,  acknowledged 
and  recorded ;  and  such  is  the  particularity  required  by  the  charter, 
that  the  purchaser  is  sometimes  years  in  getting  his  title  completed* 
The  directors  earnestly  recommend  a  petition  to  the  legislature  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  for  such  a  change  of  our  charter  as  will 
make  our  stock  transferable  with  the  same  convenience  to  vendor  and 
vendee  as  is  enjoyed  by  almost  every  joint  stock  company  in  the 
United  States. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  PANNILL,  President. 
October  24*A,  1851 . 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Roanoke  Navigation  Company  on  the  1st  day  of 

October  1851. 


Capital  stock,  originally  $412,000;  now  reduced  to  $395,900: 

Subscribed  by  individuals,  2,820  shares  of  $  100  each,               -  -  262,000  00 

Subscribed  by  state  of  Va.   800     "                    "                       -  -  80,000  00 

Subscribed  by  state  N.  C.    500      "                   "                       -  -  50,000  00 


10,658  66 

9,628  55 

345  68 

14  24 

4,719  50 

8,401  20 


412,000  00 
Tolls,  rents,  &c.  from  commencement  of  work  to  date,  -  208,898  20 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid,  - 

Sales  of  negroes, 

Premium  obtained  on  bills  of  exchange, 
piscount  on  North  Carolina  bank  notes, 
Profit  made  on  the  purchase  of  bank  stock, 
Interest  collected  from  stockholders, 

Interest  received  on  $3000  of  six  per  cent  stock  of  state  of  Virginia,  1,144  91 

Balance  of  profit  on  $5000  United  States  stock,  -  -  536  19 

Overpaid  by  stockholders,  -  •  •  -  51  80 

Hire  of  negroes,  .....  521  07 

Dividends  due  on  31  shares  of  stock  sold  to  the  company,  but  not  yet  trans- 
ferred, -  -  -  -  -  736  25 

Balance.  ......  5,570  60 

Amount  of  individual  subscriptions  for  stock  unpaid,  -  12,166  71 

Debt  due  the  company  other  than  on  account  of  stock,  good  debt,  78  27 

Debts  due  the  company        "  "  bad  debts,  65  62 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  commencement  in 
1817,  .... 

Expended  in  repairs  for  same  time, 

Property  now  held  by  the  company : 
Paid  for  land  and  mill  property  at  Danville, 
Epended  for  interest  and  repairs  on  property  at  Danville, 
14  negro  men  and  3  batteaux  and  tools,  estimated  to  be  worth, 
Dividends  declared  from  commencement, 
Cash  on  hand  1st  October  1851, 

$663,226  85        663,226  86 


424,575  77 
34,642  98 

7,000  00    ♦ 
1,772  99 
4,500  00 
170,973  25 
7,451  26 
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withstanding  the  dividends  which  have  been  decla 

years  of  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  per  cent,,  r  "zr- 

vidend  of  five  per  cent,  for  the  next  year,  yet  we  — 

tified  by  sales  of  our  stock  at  a  price  whicn  ensr  .      12,507  8 

an  interest  on  his  investment  of  fifteen  per  cent 

— and  the  most  important  by  far — is  the  extren        i&ih  51 

the  transfers  of  our  stock  from  the  seller  to  the  '         12,589  M 

our  charter  is  made  real  estate,  and  is  transfer  581  10 

and  expensive  process  of  deeds  to  be  regulai  ^  " 

and  recorded  ;  and  such  is  the  particularity         .      320  00 

that  the  purchaser  is  sometimes  years  in  g(  -  I®* 

The  directors  earnestly  recommend  a  pet  [  "  jgj 

North  Carolina  and  Virginia  for  such  a  ch;  ■ 

make  our  stock  transferable  with  the  same  "  "      *#•  * 

vendee  as  is  enjoyed  by   almost  every  ;  .   13.564  69 

United  States.  •■  *rlu  at 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted     mJ  Roai^    **     ** 

1,702  89 


SAM     -  Durilk,       1,501  68 
October  24*A,  1851.  T       150  00 


•  jaee  money  on  hand, 
.-:oberl660. 

:IS51. 


5BU 

353 11 


19,06858 


A.  JOYNER,  Sfcrtterf. 
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I  CATION  COMPANY. 

Hordsville,  Nov.  3d,  1851. 
l  forks. 


annual  report  to  you  on  the  operations 

\s  river  navigation  company,  I  have  now,  in 

as  president  of  the  company,  simply  to 

■f  the  company  this  year  have  been  confined 

J  down  by  the  freshets,  contructing  new  ones 

<l,  and  blasting  rock  out  of  the  sluices  where 

one  the  year  before.     In  consequence  of  hav- 

i m prove  the  work  heretofore  done,  we  employ- 

nber  of  hands  as  heretofore.     It  is  believed  this 

id  a  condition  for  sluice  navigation  of  batteaux 

s  at  the  usual  tide  of  water.     Batteaux  have  not 

v*  to  run  the  river,  nor  is  it  expected  that  any  great 

of  it,  farther  than  carrying  grain,  iron  &c.  to  Dan* 

■  mjacent  country  for  domestic  consumption,  until  the 

Danville  railroad  shall  be  completed.     The  board  of 

not  yet  met  to  fix  the  tariff  of  tolls,  but  is  expected 

».     For  the  financial  concerns  of  the  company  I  beg 

you  to  the  report  of  our  treasurer,  Mr.  Anthony  M. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

GEO.  HAIRSTON, 
Pres.  S.  R.  N.  Co. 

In  addition  to  the  $  4,948  19  already  paid  out  for  the  ira- 
.if'iit,  as  shewn  by  the  treasurer's  report  which  accompanies  this 

there  yet  remain  claims  unliquidated  against  the  company  for 
and  president's  salary,  amounting  to  about  $  1,100,  making  the 

cost  of  the  improvement  up  to  30th  September  1S51,  say 
S  19. 

the  extent  of  the  improvement,  length,  &c.  &c\,  see  my  last  an- 
eport. 

GEO.  HAIRSTON,  Pres. 


51 
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[A.] 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Smith's  River  Navigation  Company  for  the  year  ending 

20th  September  1851. 

Capital  stock,  $12,000: 
Subscribed  by  individuals  133  shares,  at  $  25,  -  -  3,325  00 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  199  shares,  at  $25,  -  •  4,975  00 

Toll*,  rents,  &c.  from  commencement  of  work  to  date,  nothing. 

Dae  by  the  company  for  money  borrowed,  viz : 

To  banks,  nothing. 

To  individuals,  nothing. 

Dividends  remaining  unpaid,  none. 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  -  2,417  50 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  -  -  777  92 

Due  to  company  other  than  on  account  of  stock,  viz: 
On  bond  or  note,  nothing. 
On  open  account,  nothing. 
Expended  in  construction  of  work  from  commencement  in  1849 

to  this  date,  ...  .  4,978  19 

Expended  in  land  damages  for  same  time,  nothing. 
Expended  in  repairs  for  same  time,  nothing. 
Property  now  held  by  the  company,  none. 
Bank  and  other  stocks,  none. 
Negroes,  real  estate  and  other  property,  none. 
Dividends  declared  from  the  commencement,  none. 
Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  as  per  statement  below,  126  39 


$  8.300  00     8.300  00 
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[B.] 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 


—^ 


Balance  on  band,  per  last  annnal  report,  -  •  1,021  11 

Add  receipts  during  the  year,  viz : 

Capital  stock: 

Amount  received  from  individuals,  -  *  843  68 

Amount  from  board  of  public  works,  nothing. 

Interest  on  debts  due  company,  nothing. 

Tolls,  rents  &c,  nothing. 

Debts  received,  materials  sold  &c,  nothing. 

Money  borrowed,  nothing. 

Other  accounts,  nothing. 

Total  receipts,  $  1,364  69    1,364  69 

Disbursements: 
For  improvements  and  repairs,  -  •  1,138  30 

Anthony  M.  Dupuy,  clerk,  1  year's  salary,  -  -  100  00 

1,238  30 

Balance  money  on  hand,  $126  39 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

ANTHONY  M.  DUPUY,  CJer*. 

N.  B. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  list  of  stockholders  since  the  last  annnnl  re- 
port; the  lint  theii  furnished  to  the  Board  of  public  works  is  complete  in  all  respect*. 
George  Huirston  is  president  of  the  company,  with  an  annual  salary  of  $200;  aud  An- 
thony M.  Dupuy  clerk  and  treasurer,  with  an  annual  salary  of  $  100.  There  are  no  other 
officers  or  agents  in  the  pay  of  the  company. 

ANTHONY  U.  DUPUY,  Cbr*. 
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UPPER  APPOMATTOX  COMPANY. 


Petersburg,  October  11 

■■*! 

t 

James  Bbown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor.  • 

Dear  Sir, 

■» 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  « 
per  Appomattox  company,  with  a  list  of  stockholders,^ 
orient  of  tolls,  &c.  *: 

I  have  sent  the  return  (with  the  various  accounts  frotn 
made  up)  to  the  superintendents  at  Farmville  for  their  "b 
Whether  they  will  forward  it  to  you,  or  send  any  other 
not  able  to  say.  •'**• 

I  am  not  able  to  furnish  a  map  of  the  improvemen 
aware  that  one  has  ever  been  made. 

The  length  of  the  improvement  is  about  95£  miles. 

Mode  of  construction  and  keeping  in  repair,  is  by  <£ 

The  average  cost  per  mile  is  about  $  2,880,  includin 
ot  every  kind  from  commencement  to  30th  September 


List  of  Salaried  Officers  of  the  Compa 

Samuel  W.  Vcnable,  superintendent,  salary  $500 
S.  D.  Morton,  treasurer,  clerk  and  collector  of  to 

per  annum. 

John  Michaels,  lock-keeper,  salary  $150  per  annui 

corn  and  500  pounds  pork. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S. 


;; 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Upper  Appomattox  Company  on  the  30lA  September  1851. 


Capital  stock,  old,  subscribed  by  individuals,  •        48,600  00 

by  state,  -        12,500  00 


<<  «(        n  a 


Capital  stock,  new,  subscribed  by  indivi- 
duals, -  -  •       72,000  00 

Deduct  delinquent  stock  sold  and  bought 
by  the  company,  -  -         4,660  00 


61,100  00 


67,350  00 


Capita]  stock,  new,  subscribed  by  Board  of  public 
works,  ....        48,000  00 


115,350  00 

Income  from  tolls,  rents,  hire  of  negroes,  &c.  from  commencement,  •        249,555  06 

Debts  due  from  the  company,  other  than  dividends,  -  -  75  84 

Profit  on  state  stock  sold,    -  359  25 

Dividends  on  old  stock  remaining  unpaid,  -        11,650  50 

on  new  ••  •«  "  -         1,251  00 


Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  -         4,000  00 

Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,                -  -          2,715  00 

Due  to  the  company  other  than  on  acc't  of  stock,  4,377  48 

Profit  and  loss  account,        ...  3,059  22 


12,911  50 


Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  work 
and  in  repairs  from  its  commencement, 
viz: 
For  labor,  materials,  tools  and  various 
other  charges,  including  wages  of 
workmen,   officers'   salaries,  &c., 
being  balance  of  expense  account 
of  old  stock,  per  account  herewith 
rendered,  -  -        132,778  09 

Balance  of  new  improvement  account, 
per  account  herewith  rendered,      -        122,379  29 


7,436  70 


255,157  38 


Balance  of  negro  account,  -  -  6,859  70 

Cost  of  suits,  -  -  322  37 

Interest  account,  ...         13,018  36 


Property  now  held  by  the  company,  viz : 

Two  mills  occupied  as  cotton  factories,                  •  16,966  66 

Land,              ....  2,058  31 

Dividends  declared  from  commencement,  viz : 

On  old  stock,                     -                  -  94,705  00 

On  new  stock,                   -                 -                 -  25,359  00 


275,357  81 


19,024  97 


120,064  00 


Cash  on  hand  30th  September  1851,  as  per  statement  below,  7,753  17 

State  stock  taken  on  account  of  subscription  of  Board  of  pub- 
lic works  remaining  unsold,  3,000  00 


♦439,351  65    439,351  65 

«HSflBHtjaaKannm 
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Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  within  the  year. 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual  report,  •  -  7,134  11 

Add  receipts  during  the  year : 

Tolls  collected,  - 

Rents        " 

Old  millstones  sold,  .... 

Interest  on  state  stock,         -  -  - 

Collected  in  dividends  placed  to  credit  of  debtor's  account, 

Total  receipts,  -  -  17,239  3 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 

For  improvements  and  repairs,  including  provisions,  timber,  hire 

of  overseers  and  hands,  blacksmiths'  work,  &c.  -  2,183  97 

Paid  on  account  of  salary  of  treasurer,  clerk  and  collector  of 

tolls,  $  806  27,  and  lock-keeper  $100,  -  -  966  27 

Paid  S.  W.  Venable  on  account  of  his  salary  as  superintendent,  400  00 

Paid  taxes  on  company's  mills,  &c.       ...  200  70 

Paid  taxes  on  Archer's  mill,  -  -  -  13  26 

Paid  J.  W.  Womack  for  services  as  clerk  for  meetings,  -  30  00 

Paid  incidental  expenses,  viz:  Advertising,  pork  for  lock-keeper, 

paper,  postage,  *&c.  - 

Paid  dividends,  -  -  -  5,566  00 

Paid  dividends  in  credits  to  debtor's  account,  -  .  64  00 


6,759  67 

2,911  60 

200  00 

180  00 

64  00 

10,115  27 

62  01 
5,630  00 


9,496*1 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  bank  and  cash  accounts,  herewith  rendered,        $  7.7S3  17 
Dividend  on  the  old  stock,  declared  July  31, 1851,  payable  Aug,  15, 1851,  $10  per  snare. 

S.  D.  MORTON,  CUA. 
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IV.  STATE  IMPROVEMENTS. 


BEVERLY  AND  FAIRMONT  ROAD. 

Philippi,  25th  October  1851. 

President  and  Directors  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gbntlembn, 

As  early  as  possible  after  settling  with  the  gate* 
keepers,  I  submit  my  annual  report  of  receipts,  disbursements,  pro- 
gress and  condition  of  the  work  on  the  line  of  the  Beverly  and  Fair* 
uaont  road  up  to  the  30th  September  last,  inclusive.  For  receipts  and 
disbursements,  see  statement  marked  A.  For  amount  drawn  on  the 
Board  of  public  works,  see  statement  marked  B. 

The  road  at  this  time  is  in  very  fine  condition.  I  have  had  about 
forty-five  miles  repaired  during  the  summer,  and  have  hands  still  at 
work  on  the  residue.  There  are  four  miles  not  yet  received  off  of  the 
contractors'  hands.  I  am  still  waiting  upon  them  to  do  the  necessary 
repairs  according  to  their  agreements. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  gave  a  description  of  the  foundations  of 
the  abutment  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tygart's  Valley  river,  also  of 
the  pier  for  the  Philippi  bridge.  The  foundation  for  the  abutment  on 
the  east  side  was  not  at  that  time  opened.  We  also  got  a  natural 
foundation  for  this  abutment  by  sinking  it  some  three  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  foundation  is  a  bed  of  stone 
coal. 

I  find  since  the  abutments  have  been  placed  according  to  the  mea- 
surement of  Col.  Haymond,  engineer,  that  they  set  further  in  the  river 
than  I  expected  when  I  made  my  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of 
masonry  for  this  bridge ;  together  with  the  nature  of  the  banks,  the 
masonry  will  overrun  the  original  estimate  some  five  or  six  hundred 
perches.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river  I  had  the  wing  walls  for  SO 
feet  back  sunk  as  low  as  the  main  wall — the  bank  being  a  bed  of 
quick-sand — and  to  connect  them  well  into  the  banks  they  will  have 
to  be  40  feet  long  at  the  top,  which  will  sufficiently  account  for  the 
error  in  the  original  estimate. 

Col.  O'Brien,  the  contractor,  has  failed  to  complete  the  masonry  ia 
the  time  required  by  his  contract,  but  he  has  been  very  faithful  and 
done  his  work  well,  and  was  getting  along  with  a  fair  prospect  of 
completing  it  this  fall,  until  about  the  middle  of  September,  when  the 
typhoid  fever  broke  out  among  his  workmen,  some  15  or  20  of  them 
being  attacked  with  it  about  the  ''me,  which  nearly  stopped  the 
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work,  it  being  nearly  impossible  to  get  fresh  hands  to  come  on  the 
work.  Consequently  there  has  been  but  little  done  since  that  time, 
and  there  is  no  prospect  at  present  that  this  job  will  be  completed 
before  next  summer.  The  abutment  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  is 
in  front  one  course  of  rock  above  the  skew-backs,  or  about  25  feet 
high  from  the  foundation ;  that  on  the  west  side  is  about  20  feet  high 
from  the  foundation,  and  the  pier  about  15  feet  high. 

The  Messrs.  Chenoweth,  contractors  for  the  superstructure  or  wood 
work,  have  suspended  operations,  and  covered  their  frames  and  timbers 
to  lay  over  during  the  winter.  Could  the  masonry  have  been  done  in 
time  for  them,  they  would  have  had  the  bridge  ready  for  use. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Zinn,  contractor  for  the  masonry  of  the  West  Fork  bridge, 
was  progressing  so  very  slow  with  that  work,  that  1  declared  his  con- 
tract abandoned  on  the  12th  of  August  last,  giving  him  an  estimate 
for  what  work  he  had  done,  including  tools,  cranes,  boats,  &c,  de- 
ducting 20  per  cent,  as  liquidated  damages,  and  immediately  took 
charge  of  the  work  on  state  account.  To  more  fully  explain  the  pro- 
priety of  this  course,  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  I  received  from  Mr. 
Zinn,  dated  June  23d,  1851,  marked  C,  which  I  presume  was  written 
with  a  view  of  my  laying  it  before  the  Board  of  public  works.  I  im- 
mediately on  the  reception  of  this  letter  went  to  see  Mr.  Zinn,  and 
told  him  that  I  could  not  interfere  as  to  increasing  the  price  for  his  work, 
and  I  did  not  think  the  Board  of  public  works  would.  Mr.  Zinn  at 
that  time  promised  me  that  he  would  go  on  and  finish  the  work  and 
ask  the  legislature  of  Virginia  for  relief.  On  my  return  home  I  was 
attacked  with  the  dysentery — also  a  portion  of  my  family — which  pre- 
vented me  from  getting  on  to  that  work  again  until  in  August,  when  1 
found  that  Mr.  Zinn  had  undertaken  to  do  the  masonry  for  the  Fair- 
mont and  Palatine  bridge,  and  was  giving  nearly  his  whole  attention 
to  that  work,  and  but  little  doing  on  the  West  Fork  bridge.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  discharged  Mr.  Zinn  from  the  work.  I  was  of 
opinion  at  that  time  that  the  work  could  be  finished  in  time  to  raise  the 
superstructure  this  fall ;  but  the  difficulty  in  getting  boarding  for  a  suf- 
ficient force  will  prevent  me  from  doing  so,  and  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  complete  the  work  this  fall.  I  shall,  as  soon  as  the  weather  sets  in 
rough,  suspend  operations  until  next  spring.  I  find  the  same  result 
here  as  at  the  Philippi  bridge,  that  the  abutments  set  further  in  the 
river  than  I  expected  when  1  prepared  my  estimate  for  the  amount  of 
masonry,  increasing  the  length  of  the  wing  walls  to  connect  them  with 
the  banks,  and  increasing  the  amount  of  masonry  for  the  abutments 
and  wing  walls  about  200  perches  above  the  original  estimate,  which 
was  975  perches,  making  1,175  perches.  Mr.  Zinn  had  446  perches 
laid  when  I  took  charge  of  the  work,  leaving  729  perches  yet  to  be 
done.  The  pier  I  had  increased  in  width  at  the  base  to  12  feet  in- 
stead of  10  feet  as  required  by  the  specifications,  fearing  that  10  feet 
would  be  too  slender  a  base  for  a  wall  34  feet  in  height,  which  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  masonry  in  the  pier  about  60  perches,  making  it 
contain  350  perches  instead  of  295,  the  original  estimate,  of  which  177 
perches  were  done  by  Mr.  Zinn,  leaving  178  perches  yet  to  do.  I  am 
of  opinion,  if  the  work  is  properly  managed,  that  the  work  can  be 
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done  for  the  price  contracted  for  with  Mr.  Zinn,  but  in  this  I  may  be 
mistaken,  as  labor  and  boarding  are  both  very  high  at  this  time.  The 
probable  cost  to  complete  the  work  at  the  price  Mr.  Zinn  was  to  have 
will  be  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  I  have  made  au 
estimate,  of  all  expenses  in  carrying  on  the  work  from  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust up  to  the  1st  of  October,  which  amounts  to  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents,  a  bill  of  which  I  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  public  works.  We  had  laid  at  that  time  270  perches  of 
the  abutments,  with  about  as  many  rock  quarried  and  dressed  as  when 
I  took  charge  of  the  work.  From  this  you  will  see  that  the  cost  thus 
far  has  overrun  the  price  Mr.  Zinn  was  to  do  it  for ;  but  this  is  very 
easily  accounted  for :  the  cables  used  by  Mr.  Zinn  were  worn  out.  We 
had  to  get  new  cables  for  all  the  cranes,  also  to  attach  to  the  car  to  let 
the  rock  down  from  the  quarry  to  the  river,  a  distance  of  some  eighty 
yards.  We  also  had  the  railway  to  repair,  and  a  crib  to  build  to  set 
the  crane  upon  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  principal  part  of 
this  270  perches  was  laid  in  finishing  the  abutment  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  where  all  the  rock  had  to  be  raised  a  considerable  height* 
I  have  been  on  the  work  the  most  of  the  time  myself,  superintending  it, 
and  shall  use  the  utmost  economy  in  prosecuting  the  same. 

The  Messrs.  Chenoweth,  contractors  for  the  wood  work  or  super* 
structure,  have  suspended  operations  and  covered  their  frames  and 
timbers  to  lay  over  for  the  winter.  Could  the  masonry  have  been 
done  in  time  tney  could  also  have  had  this  bridge  ready  for  the  travel. 

From  the  increase  of  the  masonry  over  the  original  estimate,  there 
will  be  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  to  meet  contracts  and  finish 
the  bridges. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  and 
through  them  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  a  further  appropriation  of 
about  three  thousand  dollars,  which  I  think  will  be  amply  sufficient  to 
complete  the  bridges  and  erect  toll-houses  at  them. 

Being  necessarily  compelled  to  be  at  the  West  Fork  bridge  until 
about  the  middle  of  this  month,  I  was  prevented  from  making  this 
report  at  an  earlier  date. 

The  foregoing  has  been  prepared  very  hurriedly;  and  should  it  not 
contain  all  the  information  desired  by  the  board,  anything  further  will 
be  cheerfully  supplied  by  informing  me  thereof. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  JOHNSON, 

Sup't  Beverly  and  Fairmont  Rood. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  the  Beverly  and  Fairmont  Road  far 

the  year  ending  the  30tk  September  1851. 


Receipt* : 

I860. 

8ept  30,  Balance  on  band,                    -                  •  <                               63  50 

Dec.  31,    Toll  collected  daring  the  quarter  ending  this  day,  -                143  33 

1851. 

March  31,  Toll  collected,       -                  -                  -  -                 65  98 

June  30,    Toll  collected,                          -                  -  -                161  68 

Sent.  30,  Toll  collected,       -  204  69 

59608 

Disbursements  over  receipts,  -                                  6  49 

$665  85 

Disbursements : 

1850. 
Dec.  31,  Paid  to  contractors,  as  per  quarterly  return,  -  90  00 


U  44 


for  putting  up  gates,  etc.    -  -  19  00 

100  00 

1851. 
March  31,  Paid  to  contractors,  as  per  quarterly  return,  -  30  00 

"    for  repairs  on  road,  -  -  -  1  00 


u 


June  30,    "    to  contractors,  as  per  quarterly  return,  -  60  00 

"         "    for  tools,  repairs,  &c.  -  •  -  227  82 


3100 


287  ee 


Sept.  30,     "    for  repairs,  <&c.  as  per  quarterly  returny  -  238  © 

♦666  ft 

WM.  JOHNSON, 
Svp't  B.  ft  F.  Reoi 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 


418 


Statement  of  the  Amount  of  Drafts  on  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  given  by  me  to 
Contractors  for  keeping  their  respective  Sections  of  the  Beverly  and  Fairmont 
Road  in  repair  according  to  their  agreements,  and  to  the  Contractors  for  the  con- 
struction of  Bridges  across  the  Tygarfs  Valley  and  West  Fork  Rivers  on  the  line 
of  the  Beverly  and  Fairmont  Road  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  September  1851 . 


Lemuel  C.  Warder,  draft  for  3  miles,  $15  per  mile, 

Philip  Ligman,  draft  for  7  miles  19  chains,  $15  per  mile, 

Kidwell,  C raver  &  Blagg,  draft  for  5  miles,  $15  per  mile, 

Win.  Stags,  draft  for  5  miles,  $15  per  mile, 

David  Black  roan,  draft  for  7  miles,  $15  per  mile, 

James  Burditt  &  Co.,  and  J.  N.  Blue,  draft  for  9  miles,  $15  per  mile, 

£.  J.  O'Brien,  masonry  Tygarl's  Valley  river  bridge, 
L.  &  E.  Chenoweth,  wood  work  for  same, 
J.  H.  Zinn,  for  masonry  West  Fork  bridge,    - 
L.  &  E.  Chenoweth,  wood  work  for  same, 
Superintendent's  salary  for  the  year  ending  24th  August  1851, 


45  <X> 

108  56 

75  00 

75  00 

105  00 

135  00 


543  56 
3,189  60 
2,000  00 
1,604  04 
1,300  06 

500  00 

$9137  90 


WM.  JOHNSON, 
8*?t  B.  tt  F.  Road. 
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CUMBERLAND 

ROAD. 

Wheeling 

Nov. 

4, 

1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Worh. 

GENTLEMEN", 

I  herewith  hand  enclosed  my  monthly  report  fot 
;lober,  ulso  my  second  annual  report,  all  of  which  I  hope  will  hi 
and  satisfactory  in  their  details. 

I  will  further  remark,  that  owing  to  the  long  continued  dioughtwe 

not  had  a  suitable  season  for  putting  on  the  metal  which  hat 

prepared  under  the  contracts  Ibi  the  year  ending  1st  November 

„j  a  very  limited  extent,  so  that  at  least  -fa  of  the  metal  is  now 

g  along  and    ready  to  he  spread   the   first  seasonable    spell  of 

athcr. 

Furthermore,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  dilapidated  state  of 
(he  two  bridges  on  the  13th  section,  neither  of  which  can  stand  much 
longer  without  repairs  of  some  kind,  if  they  do  not  require  new  struc- 
tures entirely  like  that  on  12th.  Our  road  is  in  good  condition,  both 
ns  to  Strength  and  appearance,  and  with  the  metal  now  ready  to  be 
put  upon  it,  cannot  fail  to  stand  the  winter's  trial  without  any  mate- 
rial injury. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  yours,  &c. 

LEWIS  LUNSFORD,  Superintendent. 


Stcond  Annual  1 


To  bolanre  on  hand  Nov.  1.1.  ISM. 
To  amount  received  frnrti  collectors  ( 
To  amount  received  for  rent  Tor  old  I 


By  tonwehwi'  list. 

4.171  20 

Bv  ['ininiiil  juiut  (l[trrmn  nil  judgment. 

449  73 

By  amount  jibkJ  for  n  [i.lii-  »l   J ■  i i ' J ii ■_■  on  1  (111  FCetlon, 

Bj  amount  ]j Ji4.1l   [i-r  ii-liiuliliii;;  lni.lgc  on  Villi  neclioo, 

37a  73 

Bv  Bmoiint  paid  for  Mtlnt  repairs, 

100  98 

llv  aiiinsiiil  ['niil   iiii-.ci'liiiii-'ini"  i-vpenses, 

35  45 

By  amount  pnid  collectors  of  tolls. 

665  00 

By  amount  p:ii<I  ,»ti|icri nicn.lv nt  ■;  salary, 

333  30 

Balance  on  hind  1st  November  1951, 


6,S76* 
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Contractors'  List,  1851. 


Junes  Marshall, 
Benjamin  Gray, 
William  Whissel,       - 
Win.  Branstroop, 
Crawford  Thornburg, 
Wm.  Helfeinbein, 
Win.  Feltman, 
H.  Branstroop, 
Joe.  Miller, 


Perches. 

Cents. 

855} 
475J 

1st  and  2d, 

78,  76, 

3d    "    4th, 

75, 

633* 

5th  "    6th, 

75,  61, 

632^ 

7th  "    8th, 

62,61, 

3554 

9th, 

76, 

3034 

10tht 

68, 

310 

11  tli, 

72, 

407 

12th  and  13th, 

74,  78, 

604 

14th  and  15th, 

84,98, 

4577 

Amount  paid  in  1851  in  settlement  of  contracts  made  for  1850, 


555  00 
347  00 
287  53 
265  50 
270  18 
206  38 
190  00 
264  26 
460  34 


2846  19 
1,325  01 
$4,171  20 


Amount  now  dne  contractors  on  contracts  made  for  1851 , 
15  sections,  average  71J  cents  per  perch. 


$426  44 


FAIRMONT  AND  WHEELING  TURNPIKE. 

Return  of  the  Fairmont  and  Wheeling  Turnpike  Road,  constructed  on  State  ac- 
count, for  the  year  ending  20th  September  1851. 


Expended  for  printing  notices  of  sale,  specifications  and  blank  bonds  for  road,  44  75 

[*o  salary  from  the  29th  day  of  March  to  this  date,  at  $600  per  annum,    -  300  00 

Vo  postage  sending  out  advertisments,                  ...  42 

Po  seven  blank  books  for  contractors,                   -                  -                  -  1  25 

Co  expenses  while  examining  old  road  between  this  place  and  Wheeling,  2  91 

349  33 

deceived  of  the  above  account,          ....  344  75 

Amount  now  due,      •                  -                                     -  $458 


I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob't  serv't, 


AUSTIN  MERRILL, 
Sup.  F.  4  W.  T.  Road. 
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HUTTONSVILLE  AND  HUNTERSVILLE  TURNPIKE. 

Huttonsville,  Oct.  23d,  1851. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

It  now  becomes  my  duty,  by  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 72  of  the  Code  of  Virginia,  to  report  the  progress  of  the  *•  Hut- 
tonsville and  Huntersville  turnpike  road,"  committed  to  my  chaige 
in  May  last. 

Under  a  contract  of  the  30lh  of  May  last,  with  Col.  William  Ha- 
milton, the  contractor  for  the  construction  of  this  work,  operations 
were  commenced  at  the  northern  terminus  at  Huttonsville,  about  the 
15th  of  June  last,  and  since  that  time  the  work  has  steadily  progress- 
ed with  a  force  dispersed  at  proper  points,  varying  from  fifty  to 
eighty  hands.  Twelve  miles  have  already  been  completed,  which, 
with  other  portions  almost  completed,  enables  me  to  calculate  upon 
the  completion  by  the  1st  of  January  next,  of  the  whole  distance  from 
Huttonsville  up  the  Valley  river  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  separat- 
ing the  waters  of  said  river  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Elk  river— t 
distance  of  twenty-two  miles. 

It  may  also  be  reasonable  to  judge  that  some  other  work  beyond 
this  point  will  be  done  tb^  season,  though  its  completion  may  be  ren- 
dered doubtful  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  incident  to  that 
portion  of  the  line  over  the  mountains  at  the  point  referred  to.  As 
the  whole  distance  of  the  road  is  only  47|  miles,  I  may  be  safe  in 
supposing  the  whole  work  will  be  half  made  by  the  1st  of  Janoaij 
1852 ;  and  with  the  advantages  of  an  early  resumption  of  operations 
in  the  following  spring,  the  whole  line  will  certainly  be  finished  prior 
to  the  1st  of  January  1853,  the  time  fixed  for  its  completion  in  the 
contract  referred  to. 

It  is  but  just  and  proper  here  to  remark,  that  this  work  has  pro- 
gressed with  remarkable  rapidity  under  the  great  energy  and  almost 
unequalled  skill  and  practical  judgment  of  Col.  Hamilton.  He  baft 
all  the  time  exhibited  the  most  praiseworthy  observance  of  duty,  at 
well  as  a  scrupulous  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  contract — giving  per- 
manency  to  the  work  altogether  deserving  public  approbation. 

By  the  act  of  assembly  authorizing  the  construction  of  this  road,  tbe 
sum  of  $  15,000  was  appropriated ;  of  that  sum,  it  is  supposed  some 
$  1,200  or  $  1,500  were  expended  in  making  the  location,  and  by  tbe 
contract  referred  to,  the  contractor  is  to  have  $21,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  work.  It  is,  therefore,  apparent  that  an  additional  ap- 
propriation sufficient  to  .defray  the  cost  of  construction  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses,  will  be  necessary.  It  is  also  obvious  from  this  xe- 
port,  that  this  subject  should  receive  the  particular  attention  of  tbe 
general  assembly  during  the  approaching  session,  as  the  remaining 

Fart  of  the  appropriation  of  $  15,000  win  be  exhausted  next  sprint* 
sincerely  hope  this  will  be  done,  not  only  to  carry  out  a  work  <6- 
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rected  to  be  made  by  the  act  alluded  to,  and  for  the  construction  of 
which  the  faith  of  the  state  was  pledged ;  but  other  considerations  I 
am  sure  will  prompt  the  legislature  to  give  to  this  subject  proper  at- 
tention. 

While  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  of  this  report,  I  will  refer  to 
the  remarks  of  Capt.  Kinney,  the  engineer  of  this  road,  contained  in 
bis  report  of  the  16th  of  November  last,  as  to  the  great  advantages 
resulting  from  its  completion,  and  add,  that  it  will  certainly  afford  an 
outlet  to  a  great  extent  of  country  hitherto  entirely  neglected,  and 
tend  to  the  development  of  a  region  along  the  line,  which  in  a  great 
measure  remains  at  this  time  in  forest,  but  capable  of  sustaining  a 
dense  population,  reaping  the  rewards  of  agricultural  pursuits  upon  a 
soil  giving  every  indication  of  richness  and  productiveness.  It  will 
only  require  this  small  boon  from  the  hands  of  the  general  assembly 
to  encourage  a  spirit  that  will  inevitably  produce  these  desirable  re- 
sults. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  BRANNON, 
Supt.  H.  and  H.  T.  Road. 

63 


•  f  • 
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LOGAN  AND  KANAWHA  ROAD. 

Boone  C.  H.,  Va.,  Nov.  10th,  1861. 

To  the  President,  Directors,  Sfc. 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  rules  established  by  yoor 
board,  I  now  proceed  to  report  the  condition  of  the  public  work  under 
my  superintendence,  &c. 

1st.  The  whole  length  of  my  improvement  measures  62  miles,  li 
commences  at  the  mouth  of  Len's  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Great  Ka- 
nawha river,  on  the  Giles,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turnpike,  and  runs 
a  west  course,  crossing  Big  Coal  river  at  the  Great  Virginia  cannel 
coal  mines  at  Pey tona ;  running  from  thence  up  Draidy's  creek  over  Id 
Rock  creek ;  from  thence  to  Little  Coal,  crossing  Little  Coal  2  mik» 
below  Boone  C.  H. ;  thence  running  up  Tenth  creek  over  on  to  Big 
creek;  from  thence  to  Gyandotte  river  at  the  house  of  Edward 
Chapman,  11  miles  below  Logan  C.  H. ;  from  thence  up  to  the  C.  E 
of  Logan  county,  that  being  its  terminus,  &c. 

2nd.  I  have  completed  up  to  this  time  40  mile?,  with  the  residue 
very  nearly  completed.  I  have  completed  a  stone  bridge  across 
Mill  creek  22  feet  high,  18  feet  at  its  base,  15  feet  at  its  top  and  87 
feet  long,  and  I  only  paid  for  the  building  of  it  .$  299.  I  have  some 
half  dozen  other  stone  bridges,  but  of  a  smaller  class,  &c. 

3rd.  State  and  condition  of  resources — I  hereby  refer  your  honor  to 
the  statement  that  I  sent  to  your  body  some  time  about  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, &c. 

4th.  That  portion  of  the  road  that  has  been  in  use  for  three  years  is 
in  a  tolerable  state  for  traveling  to  pass  over,  &c.  &c. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  what  I  can  by  spring,  if  the  winter  should  not 
be  uncommonly  cold,  complete  the  whole  of  said  improvement,  with 
the  exception  of  the  bridge  across  Big  Coal  river  at  the  Virginia 
cannel  coal  mines.  It  will  require  a  bridge  only  about  150  feet  long. 
It  will  be  a  great  thing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  as  there 
is  no  ford  but  a  very  deep  and  dangerous  one  at  the  crossing  of  Big 
Coal,  owing  to  the  cannel  coal  shoot  running  over  the  location  3 
the  road,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  SMOOT,  Jr. 
Sup't  L.  if  K.  State  Rmad. 

To  Board  P.  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Doc.  No.  18.]  419 


NORTHWESTERN  TURNPIKE  ROAD. 
♦  Clarksburg,  October  24th,  1851. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Board  P.  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual 
report  upon  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
30th  ultimo. 

Condition  of  the  Road. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  my  reports  within  the  year,  up  to 
the  last  quarter,  having  kept  you  duly  advised,  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  trouble  you  here  with  a  repetition  of  their  details.  And,  as  no- 
thing has  occurred  during  the  last  quarter  to  interrupt  the  good  con- 
dition of  the  road,  or  regular  progress  of  the  repairs  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  worthy  of  your  notice  in  a  detailed  form,  I  may  safely 
state,  that,  with  slight  exceptions,  the  dirt  portions  of  the  road  are 
much  improved  beyond  their  condition  at  any  former  period.  Opera- 
tions are  still  in  progress,  directed  to  the  work,  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  road  against  the  dilapidating  effects  of  the  winter  season. 

Stone  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  repair  of  the  macadam- 
izing near  Winchester.  This  work  has  been  purposely  delayed  until 
the  extensive  running  of  light  carriages  pass  off  for  the  present  season.; 
Of  the  policy  of  repairing  the  part  of  the  road  near  Winchester  at  a! 
late  period  to  favor  that  species  of  travel  at  a  point  so  productive  in. 
tolls,  I  have  previously  acivised  the  board.  Burden  wagons  smooth 
the  repairs  during  the  winter,  suitable  for  light  carriages  on  the  return 
of  spring. 

The  slate  capping  across  the  sandy  ridges  on  the  1st  and  2d  sec- 
tions of  the  road,  stand  in  need  of  some  replenishing  in  places.  This, 
as  well  as  the  macadamizing,  will  receive  attention  during  intervals  of 
good  weather,  after  the  repairs  generally  are  suspended  for  the  pre- 
sent season. 

Dressing  and  dirting  the  macadamized  portions  of  the  road  west- 
ward of  the  Valley  river  are  nearly  accomplished.  I  have  caused 
the  macadamizing  to  be  dressed  to  a  convex  shape  to  gain  the  benefit 
of  transverse  drainage,  and  the  appendant  ditches  to  be  so  shaped  as 
to  afford  additional  width  of  road  to  enable  carriages  to  pass  each 
other  without  embarrassment.  Thus  far,  I  find  a  light  covering  of 
dirt  of  very  great  advantage.  Wherever  the  travel  upon  it  has  been 
considerable  the  road  has  become  firm  and  smooth.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  however,  that  where  more  dirt  is  applied  than  a  bare  suffi- 
ciency tp  unite  the  surface,  it  mixes  with  the  stones  and  destroys 
the  firmness  of  the  macadamizing.  I  also  discover,  when  the  dirt  is 
sufficient  only  to  bind. the  surface  of  the  stones,  it  tends  greatly  to 
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their  relief  from  wear.  That  kind  of  work,  and  the  repairs  generally, 
will  be  brought  to  a  close  for  the  present  season  during  the  forepart  of 
the  next  month. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  that  owing  to  the  prospect  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  the  Valley  river  early 
next  year,  when  its  travel  and  transit  will  be  transferred  to  this  road, 
and  continue  upon  it  until  the  railroad  shall  be  finished  to  the  Ohio 
river,  I  have  caused  more  work  to  be  performed,  than  is  usually  ap- 
plied, from  the  Valley  river  westward  to  enable  the  turnpike  to  bear 
the  additional  burden. 

BRIDGES. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  are  completed  on  the  South  branch 
bridge.  The  new  roof  is  raised  to  a  pitch  affording  active  drainage, 
and  it  is  also  sufficiently  braced  to  prevent  injury  from  the  weight  of 
snow.  The  covering  of  the  sides  embrace  the  curved  ribs,  and  pro- 
tect them  as  well  as  all  the  interior  timbers  of  the  bridge  from  expo- 
sure to  the  weather.  I  also  caused  large  auxiliary  braces  to  be  adoed 
to  the  end  of  each  span,  affording  both  lateral  and  vertical  support, 
by  which  vibration  is  almost  entirely  arrested.  In  this  new  dress  I 
flatter  myself  it  will  stand  many  years  without  much  further  attention. 

I  have  had  the  Cheat  river  bridge  raised,  and  all  the  under  support- 
ing timbers  renewed — also  large  braces  similar  to  those  just  des^ 
cribed,  for  the  South  branch  bridge  to  be  added,  and  they  have 
contributed  very  great  additional  strength.  The  work  remaining  to 
complete  this  bridge  consists  of  covers  for  the  under  timbers,  repair- 
ing and  repainting  the  sides,  a  new  roof  and  an  additional  course  of 
floor  plank.  This  work  is  unavoidably  postponed  at  present  for  the 
want  of  water  for  sawing  to  enable  me  to  procure  the  necessary  lum- 
ber. This  bridge  is  rather  a  feeble  structure,  and  I  conceive  that  a 
double  floor  is  very  important  to  contribute  the  necessary  lateral  stiff 
ness,  and  also  to  render  the  floor  firm  for  the  passage  of  large  droves 
of  heavy  cattle,  which  often  become  frightened  from  the.  clattering  of 
the  floor  plank,  as  well  as  the  view  of  tne  river  through  their  joints; 
and  the  running  over  it  produces  great  danger  both  to  the  bridge  and 
cattle.  The  work  of  raising  this  bridge  was  performed  by  John  J. 
Hamilton,  Esq.  upon  plans  similar  to  those  I  reported  to  you,  and  1 
conceive  it  to  be  aue  to  him  to  say,  that  he  raised  this  ponderous  doa- 
ble track  bridge,  and  restored  a  perfect  camber  and  also  balance  on 
its  axis  as  near  as  the  warped  condition  of  the  old  timbers  would  ad- 
mit, with  cheap  and  simple  machinery,  assisted  by  three  or  four  hands 
only,  and  at  a  nominal  cost. 

The  work  of  covering  the  under  timbers  of  the  West  Fork  bridge 
for  their  better  preservation  is  in  progress,  with  prospects  of  speedy 
completion. 

Materials  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  a  new  roof  and  other  re- 
pairs of  the  bridge  across  Middle  island  creek. 

In  my  last  report  I  advised  the  board  of  the  commencement  of  de- 
cay in  the  timbers  of  the  bridge  across  Pattereon's  creek,  and  of  the 
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necessity  for  a  cover  to  arrest  it.  Consequently  I  have  taken  the  ne- 
cessary steps  to  procure  the  materials  in  the  course  of  the  approach- 
ingwinter. 

The  Valley  river  bridge  remains  without  any  change  since  the  new 
braces  were  added,  and  it  evinces  strength  affording  encouragement 
to  hope  that  it  may  stand  for  years,  if  frequent  attention,  as  usual, 
should  be  paid  to  keying  the  braces  to  equalize  their  support-  But 
as  it  is  in  a  warped  and  distorted  condition,  and  withal  a  very  flim- 
sy structure,  I  conceive  that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  it 
with  certainty  for  its  safety  from  day  to  day.  And  it  might  be  well 
for  the  resources  of  the  road  to  be  kept  in  a  condition  to  rebuild  it  in 
the  event  of  a  fatal  casualty.  Or  it  might  be  more  prudent  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  new  timbers  to  add  to  the  old  ones  which  may 
answer  again  for  rebuilding  at  an  early  period. 

The  other  large  bridges  are  in  their  usual  good  condition.  A  bridge 
of  the  smaller  class  was  rebuilt  across  a  run  on  the  9th  section  during 
the  last  quarter. 

MACADAMIZING. 

The  contracts  for  this  kind  of  work  are  completed,  and  about  one 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  remain  unexpended.  With  this  balance 
I  am  causing  some  additional  metal  to  be  applied  on  portions  of  the 
macadamizing  on  the  strongest  grades  and  our  spongy  soil  to  produce 
sufficient  firmness,  and  also  macadamizing  the  worst  places  in  the 
dirt  road.  On  the  23d  mile  westward  of  Clarksburg  operations  are 
in  progress  capping  about  one  hundred  rods  of  spongy  soil  nine  feet 
wide,  on  straight  lines  and  varying  to  fifteen  feet  wide  in  short  curves. 
I  entertain  hope  of  accomplishing  this  kind  of  work,  as  far  as  the 
unexpended  balance  will  extend,  during  the  course  of  the  present 
quarter. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  upon  the  completion  of  the  inconside- 
rable amount  of  macadamizing  in  progress,  about  58£  miles  will  be 
completed  westward  of  the  Valley  river.  It  varies  in  width  from  13 
to  18  feet,  but  chiefly  15  to  16  feet  wide.  The  remaining  portions  of 
dirt  road  between  the  Valley  and  Ohio  rivers  amount  to  about  46J 
miles;  and  being  remote  from  towns  or  places  of  any  considerable 
concentration  of  travel,  I  conceive  that  a  width  of  thirteen  feet  would 
be  sufficient  to  macadamize.  At  that  width  about  eighty  thousand 
dollars  would  accomplish  it. 

TOLLS,   ETC. 

The  receipts  from  the  toll-gates  in  the  year  just  expired  exceed  the 
amount  of  those  the  last  preceding  year,  $  919  43. 

This  increase  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  travel  produced  by  the 
construction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  near  this.  That  road, 
however,  has  been  recently  completed  from  Cumberland  to  Oakland, 
a  few  miles  westward  of  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany,  and  has  super- 
seded about  fifty  miles  of  the  turnpike  in  the  largest  amount  ot  its 
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transit  and  some  of  its  travel.  But  as  the  railroad  extends  westward 
to  the  Valley  river,  the  travel  will  increase  on  the  western  end  of  the 
turnpike,  from  which  an  increase  of  tolls  may  be  expected  to  swell  the 
amount  beyond  the  present  yearly  aggregate,  and  continue  until  the 
railroad  is  completed,  and  probably  unlil  the  Northwestern  railroad 
may  be  completed,  for  the  location  of  which  the  engineers  are  now  in 
the  field. 

Whilst  the  prospects  are  favorable  for  an  increase  of  tolls  for  a  few 
years,  they  are  also  favorable,  from  the  excellent  condition  of  the  road 
and  new  macadamizing,  for  a  diminution  of  the  expenses  of  repairs  a 
few  years.  Except  the  Valley  river, bridge  and  inconsiderable  repairs 
of  others  in  progress,  (before  noticed)  the  same  may  also  be  said  of 
the  bridges. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  flattering  prospects  of  the  road,  I  will 
beg  leave  to  recommend  an  increase  of  tolls  upon  the  macadamized 
portions,  to  meet  a  timely  demand  for  their  repairs. 

I  will  again  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  board,  that  upon 
the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  the  Valley  river  bridge  and  town  of 
Fetterman,  (it  passing  through  the  latter,)  the  present  location  of  the 
toll-gate  at  that  point  will  be  rendered  entirely  unsuitable,  from 
the  near  approach  of  the  road  to  the  toll-house,  by  which  the  latter 
will  be  deprived  of  some  of  its  conveniences,  such  as  the  well  and 
probably  the  kitchen.  Besides,  in  the  midst  of  the  business  of  the 
railroad  the  residence  would  be  unsuitable  for  those  employed  in  the 
toll  business ;  also  there  would  be  a  loss  of  tolls  from  those  coming 
eastward  to  the  town  of  Fetterman,  as  they  would  not  approach  the 
gate  on  the  west  side  of  the  town — hence  I  must  suggest  the  pro* 
priety  of  erecting  gates  on  both  sides  of  Fetterman.  That  for  the  west 
side  to  be  placed  at  the  west  end  of  the  Valley  river  bridge,  for  which 
a  lot  would  have  to  be  purchased  and  buildings  erected.  For  the 
east  side  accommodation  might  be  obtained  at  a. private  house,  until 
better  experience  would  enable  the  superintendent  to  select  the  most 
eligible  location  for  the  gate,  which  the  new  travel  in  a  short  time 
would  indicate. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  revert  to  the  falling  off  in  the  driving  of  cattle 
upon  this  road  from  the  Western  states,  caused  by  macadamizing  it 
It  is  a  great  loss  to  the  road  itself  as  well  as  to  the  country  through 
which  it  passes.  And  I  again  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  construc- 
tion of  a  side  road  on  the  most  favorable  ground,  and  to  apply  a 
light  capping  of  soft  slate  on  such  places  of  the  macadamizing  as 
should  be  adopted  along  deep  cutting  too  expensive  for  side  roads. 
This  would  entirely  remove  the  objection  drovers  make  to  it,  as  wefl 
as  afford  great  relief  to  the  macadamizing,  as  the  general  travel  would 
adopt  the  side  road  in  preference  whenever  practicable.  Notwith- 
standing the  smoothness  the  macadamized  road  has  assumed  since 
the  application  of  dirt,  the  travel  leave  it  for  the  sideways,  even  at  an 
inconvenience  of.  passing  from  one  to  the  other. 
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I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  upon  the  financial 
condition  of  the  road  on  the  1st  instant,  October  1851 : 

Balance  on  hand  1st  October  1860,  -  -  2,651  62 

Tolls  received  to  1st  October  1851,  -  -  12,857  97 


Disbursements : 

For  ordinary  repairs  same  period, 
For  improvements  &c,  same  period, 


Balance  on  hand  on  deposit  in  Bank  at  Romney, 

Add  the  following  claims  viz : 
Due  from  Jesse  Hildebrand, 
Due  from  John  W.  Oddie, 
Due  from  James  Hardman, 


Deduct  claim  allowed  Z.  Kidwell, 

Total  amount  of  cash  and  claims  on  hand, 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  will  be  sufficient,  with  the  accruing 
tolls  over  and  above*  the  expenses  for  repairs  of  the  road,  to  complete 
the  repairs  and  improvements  in  progress  upon  the  bridges,  and  also 
to  build  other  bridges  most  in  demand,  viz :  one  across  the  north  fork 
of  Hughes'  river,  on  the  10th  section ;  one  across  Bond's  creek,  on 
the  11th  section,  and  one  across  Mill  creek,  on  the  3d  section.  The 
two  former  would  accommodate  the  travel  from  the  railroad  to  Par- 
kersburg,  and  will  be  in  demand  at  an  early  day.  The  latter  (Mill 
creek)  proves  very  troublesome  from  ice  in  the  winter,  and  its  freshets 
frequently  obstruct  the  travel.  As  the  increased  tolls  upon  that  sec- 
tion over  and  above  others  present  strong  claims,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
urge  upon  your  most  favorable  consideration  the  propriety  of  build- 
ing it  at  an  early  period.  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  early  instruc- 
tions for  the  three  bridges  at  an  early  day,  to  enable  me  to  procure 
the  necessary  lumber  from  saw  mills  in  the  course  of  the  next  winter, 
and  also  to  take  other  steps  to  bring  them  into  use  at  a  period  as  early 
as  practicable. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  accounts  for  the  last  quarter,  and  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  them  for  details.  The  cost  of  the  repairs  of  the  road 
per  mile  the  last  fiscal  year  (just  expired)  is  about  thirty-two  dollars, 
differing  but  very  little  from  the  cost  of  the  preceding  year. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by 

Your  most  obedient  servant;  - 

JOSIAH  D.  WILSON,  Suft. 

N.  W.  T.  Road. 
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OHIO  RIVER  AND  MARYLAND  TURNPIKE  ROAD. 

Mount  Linnjeus,  27th  Oct.  1861. 

W.  R.  Drinkard,  Esq. 

Sec.  of  Board  of  Pub.  Works. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  send  you  my  annual  report,  hoping  that  the 
late  period  at  which  it  has  been  forwarded  may  not  produce  any  se- 
rious inconvenience.  I  have  been  laboring  under  a  severe  cold  which 
affects  my  eyes  so  that  I  am  compelled  to  have  a  copyist,  who,  in 
making  the  copy,  has  made  some  mistakes  which  have  produced  the 
erasures  which  you  will  discover,  but  I  think  the  statements  are  now 
correct,  and  may  Be  relied  on.  You  will  be  pleased  to  lay  my  report 
before  the  board  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  to  present  me 
kindly  to  Messrs.  Brown,  Johnson  and  Parker. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  ob't  serv't, 

W.  J.  WILLEY. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ohio  River  and  MaryUui 

Turnpike  Road  for  the  year  1851. 

Mount  Linnaeus,  22d  Oct.  185L 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the 
operations  upon  the  Ohio  river  and  Maryland  turnpike  road  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last. 

For  convenience  and  accuracy  of  description,  I  have  divided  this 
line  of  improvement  into  three  divisions :  the  first  division  extends 
from  the  state  line  in  Preston  county,  to  near  Indian  creek  in  Monon- 
galia county,  a  distance  of  forty-one  miles  by  recent  measurement, 
and  embraces  all  the  road  constructed  by  the  Fishing  creek  aod 
Brandonville  turnpike  company.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  public  works  of  the  11th  of  June,  the  reparation  of  this  di- 
vision was  let  to  contract  on  the  16th  of  July  following,  and  by  the 
terms  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  was  to  have  been  completed  by 
the  first  of  October  following,  except  the  fifth  section,  which  was  kt 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Darnell  at  a  later  period,  and  was  not  required  to  be 
completed  till  the  first  of' December;  but  the  scarcity  of  labor,  €■>  j 
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casioned  by  the  great  demand  for  it  upon  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad,  and  perhaps  some  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
contractors,  delayed  the  completion  of  the  repairs  until  the  month  of 
July  last,  a  period  much  later  than  was  anticipated  when  the  work 
was  begun. 

From  that  period  to  the  present,  this  division  of  the  road  has  been 
in  most  excellent  condition.  The  bridge  across  Meadow  run,  west 
of  Morgantown,  built  by  Mr.  Joseph  Hite,  is  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial structure  of  the  kind,  ana  bears  evidence  of  the  skill  and 
honesty  of  the  builder.  Early  in  October  last,  I  addressed  the  board, 
asking  their  permission  to  put  gates  upon  that  part  of  this  division 
east  of  Morgantown,  which  was  nearly  complete,  suggesting  at  the 
same  time  the  points  at  which  I  thought  they  should  be  placed.  On 
the  8th  of  November,  I  was  instructed  by  the  board  to  put  up  gates 
at  the  points  indicated ;  accordingly,  I  had  gates  made  and  put  up, 
and  late  in  January  I  succeeded  in  procuring  suitable  persons  to  keep 
the  gates.  Contracts  and  bonds  were  entered  into  by  these  persons ; 
the  proper  oaths  taken,  and  the  certificates  thereof  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  public  works,  to  be  by  them  filed  in  their  office  as  pre- 
scribed by  law ;  and  about  the  26th  of  January  they  commenced  de- 
manding and  receiving  tolls  upon  thirty-one  miles  of  the  road,  the  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  of  which  will  be  found  in  a  statement  at  the 
close  of  this  report. 

Early  in  the  spring  I  reported  to  the  board  the  very  bad  condition 
of  this  division  of  the  road,  suggesting  at  the  same  time  that  there 
were  some  funds  arising  from  tolls  which  might  be  applied  to  repairs, 
and  asking  them  to  inform  me  whether  they  wished  me  to  let  the  re- 
pairs to  contract,  or  to  organize  a  company  and  supply  them  with 
tools,  and  have  the  repairs  made  by  them ;  but  owing  I  presume  to 
the  large  amount  of  business  pressing  upon  the  board  at  the  time  this 
communication  was  forwarded,  no  answer  has  been  received.  I 
awaited  the  action  of  the  board  upon  this  subject  till  the  month  of 
May  last,  when  I  took  the  responsibility  of  organizing  a  company, 
procuring  the  necessary  tools,  powder  and  fusees,  &c.,  aud  put  them  to 
work  under  the  management  of  Mr.  George  Blaney,  a  competent  road 
maker  of  unimpeachable  character  and  industry.  To  Mr.  Blaney  I 
was  to  pay  one  dollar  per  day  ;  the  wages  of  the  other  men  I  limited 
to  eighty  cents  per  day,  an  account  of  which  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  disbursements  at  the  close  of  this  report.  After  one  month's 
experience  it  was  found  that  this  company  could  not  operate  success- 
fully without  a  cart  and  horse,  or  cart  and  oxen.  Mr.  Blaney  pre- 
ferred the  latter ;  having  no  disposable  funds  at  command,  I  deter- 
mined to  furnish  my  own  cart  and  oxen,  which  was  immediately 
done ;  and  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Blaney  that  the  progress  of  ttie 
work  is  greatly  facilitated  by  this  additional  outfit. 

On  the  2d  of  August  last  I  was  instructed  by  the  board  to  put  up 
gate  No.  4  on  the  west  side  of  the  Monongabela  river  near  Morgantown. 
On  the  5th  of  September  a  gate  was  erected  according  to  instructions, 
and  I  contracted  with  Moses  D.  Wells  to  collect  the  tolls  at  this  gate 
from  and  after  the  12th  of  the  same  month.    My  quarterly  settlement 
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with  gate-keepers  having  taken  place  on  the  first  of  September,  I  hate 
had  no  means  of  knowing  the  amount  of  tolls  that  may  be  received  at 
this  gate  quarterly,  but  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  most  productive  g^tt 
upon  the  fine. 

The  2d  division  commences  near  Indian  creek,  and  terminates  near 
the  head  of  Buffalo  creek  in  the  county  of  Marion,  embracing  the 
thirty  miles  relocated  by  Col.  Luther  Haymond  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
and  let  to  contract  on  the  16th  of  July  1850,  and  by  a  stipulation  k 
these  contracts  was  to  have  been  completed  by  the  1st  July  1881. ; 
But  from  various  causes,  some  of  which  were  beyond  the  control  of 
the  contractors,  five  of  the  six  sections  of  which  this  division  is  con- 

SDsed  are  still  incomplete.  The  first  section,  awarded  to  Hiram 
mith,  is  in  a  forward  state,  and  may  be  finished  by  the  16th  of  De- 
cember. The  second,  awarded  to  Messrs*  Thomas  &  Scott,  was  cod- 
Sleted  early  in  September  last.  The  third,  awarded  to  Benjamin 
odan,  was  greatly  retarded  by  alterations  to  accommodate  the  Bit 
timore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  by  slips  from  the  banks  above  and  bf 
slips  below  the  road,  occasioned  by  the  excavations  of  the  xaflrauL 
This  section,  therefore,  cannot  be  completed  with  the  present  force  tiB 
late  in  January.  The  fourth  section,  awarded  to  Norval  Davis,  is  simi- 
larly situated,  if  not  worse,  for  there  is  an  alteration  yet  to  complete 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  railroad  company,  and  a  great  amount 
of  labor  to  be  done  in  removing  slips  and  restoring  the  travel  way  to 
its  proper  width.  The  fifth  section,  awarded  to  Jesse  T.  Morgan,  is 
in  a  more  advanced  stage.  Mr.  Morgan  is  now  dressing  up,  and  will 
with  his  present  force  probably  complete  the  section  by  the  1st  of  De- 
cember. The  sixth  section,  awarded  to  John  Felton,  is  not  difficult  to 
complete,  nothing  remaining  to  be  done  except  dressing  up,  and  might 
soon  be  completed  with  a  small  force,  but  there  is  no  force  upon  it  at 
this  time  ;  and  for  reasons  assigned  in  a  former  communication,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  say  at  what  time  this  section  will  be  completed 
under  the  present  arrangement.  Upon  this  division  I  contemplate 
erecting  a  toll-gate  near  Fairmont  early  in  November,  at  which  half 
tolls  will  be  collected  till  the  first  section  shall  have  been  completed, 
when  full  tolls  will  be  demanded.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  point  out 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  time  at  which  we  may  put  up  gates 
upon  that  part  of  this  division  west  of  Fairmont.  That  part  of  this 
work  that  has  been  completed  warrants  the  opinion  that  when  the  di- 
vision shall  have  been  finished,  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
work  of  the  kind  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  state. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Ohio  river  and  Maryland 
turnpike  road  have  both  been  located  on  the  north  bank  of  Buffalo 
creek,  from  a  point  on  the  lands  of  Jacob  Snoderly  to  Piles'  fork,  a 
distance  of  eleven  miles.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad  company,  they  have  power  to  occupy  such 
portions  of  the  location  made  for  the  turnpike  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  by  indemnifying  the  commonwealth 
for  all  losses  she  might  sustain  in  making  a  new  location  and  con- 
structing her  work  upon  it ;  the  power  conferred  upon  this  company 
has  been  exercised  at  fifteen  different  points  within  the  eleven  miles 
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alluded  to,  subjecting  the  commonwealth  to  the  additional  expense  of 
making  locations  around  these  points  of  interference,  and  constructing 
her  improvement  upon  ground  much  more  rugged  and  expensive.  On 
the  15th  of  July  1850,  I  was  instructed  by  the  Board  of  public  works 
to  enter  into  such  contract  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  com- 
pany as  would  indemnify  the  commonwealth  for  any  loss  she  might 
incur  by  reason  of  these  changes  in  location  and  construction,  and 
such  other  items  as  might  properly  be  chargeable  to  that  account. 
Accordingly  negotiations  were  opened  between  the  agents  of  the  com- 
pany and  myself,  which  lasted  till  February  1851,  when  a  contract 
was  consummated  and  signed  in  duplicate,  one  copy  of  which  was 
forwarded  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad  company  by  George  McLeod,  Esq.  who  was  the  agent  acting 
for  the  company  at  the  time  the  contract  was  consummated.  The 
other  copy  was  forwarded  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Board 
of  public  works  for  ratification  or  rejection.  The  near  proximity  of 
these  lines  of  improvement  upon  Buffalo  creek  has  given  rite  to  al- 
most every  species  of  vexation  and  trouble  that  public  works  are  heirs 
to— and  they  are  not  few  nor  inconsiderable — and  I  think  we  may  an- 
ticipate their  continuance.till  both  improvements  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. The  3d  and  last  division  of  this  improvement  commences 
near  the  bead  of  Buffalo,  and  extends  to  the  Ohio  river  at  the  mouth 
of  Fishing  creek  in  the  county  of  Wetzel,  and  embraces  the  thirty- 
seven  miles  and  a  fraction  relocated  in  the  spring  of  1850  by  Col.  Lu- 
ther Haymond.  In  August  of  the  same  year,  proposals  were  invited 
for  the  construction  of  the  whole  thirty-seven  miles  composing  this 
division,  but  when  the  proposals  were  received,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  money  appropriated  would  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
whole  division.  I,  therefore,  early  in  September  1850,  forwarded  to 
thelward  a  statement  shewing  each  bid  or  proposal  in  detail,  accom- 
panied by  a  recommendation  that  the  9th  and  10th  sections  be  sus- 
pended until  a  further  appropriation  should  be  made*  The  board  ap- 
proved the  recommendation  and  suspended  these  sections,  and  on  the 
18th  of  October  I  was  instructed  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the  pre- 
ferred bidders  of  the  7th,  8th,  11th,  12th,  13th  and  14th  sections  of 
this  division,  which  was  according^  done  in  the  month  of  November, 
and  the  contracts  and  bonds  forwarded  to  the  board  for  ratification  or 
rejection,  except  the  contract  and  bond  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  for 
the  construction  of  the  8th  section,  which  was  not  executed  till  late 
in  the  winter,  when  it  was  forwarded  to  the  board  for  ratification ;  but 
I  am  not  advised  of  any  action  being  had  upon  them,  which,  in  con- 
nection with  other  reasons,  has  had  the  effect  of  suspending  the  8th 
section.  Also  there  are  therefore  only  five  sections  of  this  division 
under  contract ;  they  are  progressing  well,  and  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted during  the  winter,  except  the  7th,  which  may  not  be  completed 
quite  so  soon.  The  work  upon  this  division,  so  far  as  it  has  progress- 
ed, is  quite  substantially  done.  There  are  four  miles  of  the  11th  sec- 
tion completed,  three  of  the  12th,  four  of  the  13th,  and  the  14th  was 
completed  in  August  last ;  the  7th  is  not  in  so  forward  a  state. 
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I  was  instructed  on  the  31st  of  January  last  to  let  the  building  of 
the  Little  Fishing  creek  bridge  to  contract,  and  to  select  the  plan  upon 
which  it  should  be  built ;  but  presuming  that  the  board  desired  me  to 
keep  within  the  estimate  made  by  Col.  Haymond,  and  believing  that 
such  a  bridge  as  was  demanded  by  the  wants  of  this  road  at  that 
point  could  not  be  built  for  that  sum,  I  wrote  to  the  board  stating 
that  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the  board  that  the  expenditure  for  this  pur- 
pose should  not  exceed  the  estimate  of  Col.  Haymond,  they  were  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  plan  upon  which  it  should  be  built.  I  awaited 
an  answer  from  the  board  on  this  subject  until  late  in  July.  While  I 
supposed  my  communication  on  this  subject  had  been  neglected  or 
overlooked,  I  prepared  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  bridge  upon 
three  different  plans,  and  deposited  them  in  the  clerk's  office  of  Wetsel 
county,  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons  wishing  to  examine  them,  and 
invited  proposals  through  the  newspapers  and  by  hand  bills  upon  all 
three  plans ;  and  after  the  time  for  sending  in  proposals  had  expired,  I 
took  the  proposals  from  the  office  and  forwarded  them  to  the  board,  ac- 
companied by  the  drawings,  to  enable  them  to  select  the  preferred  bid- 
der, and  the  most  approved  plan.  There  are  four  other  bridges  unlet 
and  un provided  for,  of  spans  varying  from  sixty  to  ninety  feet,  three  of 
which,  according  to  the  estimates  of  Col.  Haymond,  which  I  think  wiD 
be  found  quite  low  enough,  will  cost  $  4,200 ;  to  this  sum  may  be  added 
$800,  the  probable  cost  of  reconstructing  the  Sandy  creek  bridge: 
thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  to  complete  all  the  bridges  upon  this  line,  it 
will  cost  at  least  $  5,000.  The  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
this  work,  since  it  became  the  property  of  the  commonwealth,  amounts 
to  $4,500.  Of  this  sum,  there  were  expended  in  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  Sept'r  1850,  for  construction,  repairs  and  superintendence, 
$  3,139  58 ;  and  for  the  same  objects,  there  were  expended  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September  1851,  $  28,153  34,  and  $  2,321 
drawn  from  the  railroad  fund  created  by  the  contract  entered  into  on 
the  31st  January  last  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company 
and  the  Board  of  public  works ;  and  since  the  30th  of  September 
last,  there  have  been  expended  for  the  same  objects  $3,529  20.  The 
drafts  upon  the  treasury  for  construction,  repairs  and  superintendence, 
amount  to  $  34,822  12,  leaving  in  the  treasury  at  this  time,  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  above  appropriation  oi  $45,000,  amounting  to 
$10,177  87. 
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There  will  be  due  to  contractors,  under  contracts  now  existing,  as 
the  work  may  be  completed  between  this  time  and  September  next, 
twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  the 
following  sums  to  the  following  named  persons,  towit : 

To  Joel  Ridgeway,  - 
Hiram  Smith,  - 
Thomas  &  Scott,  - 
Benjamin  Jodan,  - 
Norval  Davis,  - 
Jesse  T.  Morgan,  - 
John  Felton,  - 

John  M.  King,  - 
Caleb  Headly,  - 
King  &  Donohue,  - 
Matthias  Whiteman,  - 

King  &  Donohue,  ----- 


128 

00 

1,340 

00 

110 

00 

588 

00 

570 

50 

612 

50 

600 

00 

3,020 

00 

1,160 

40 

1,977 

60 

2,045 

50 

254 

01 

$12,406  51 

Leaving  a  balance,  after  exhausting  the  appropriation,  of  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents.  To 
this  ascertained  excess  may  be  added  the  cost  of  constructing  the  8th, 
9th  and  10th  sections,  which  have  not  been  let  to  contract,  and  the  cost 
of  constructing  the  Little  Fishing  creek  bridge,  for  which  proposals 
have  been  received  but  no  contract  entered  into.  These  sections  will 
probably  cost  seven  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  and  the  bridge  across 
Little  Fishing  creek  $1,300 ;  and  two  hundred  dollars  will  probably  be 
required  to  pay  Messrs.  Jodan,  Felton  and  King  for  giving  six  feet 
additional  width  to  one  small  bridge  on  each  of  their  contracts,  which 
"will  not  be  called  for  until  these  sections  are  dressed  up  and  the  work 
measured.  Thus  we  will  have  an  aggregate  deficit  of  a  pretty  well 
ascertained  sum  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  dollars,  to  say 
nothing  of  superintendence.  Beyond  these  sources  of  excess  there 
have  been  some  twenty  suits  instituted  to  recover  condemnation  da- 
mages, none  of  which  have  been  tried,  owing  to  the  immense  amount 
of  business  that  was  upon  the  docket  before  these  suggestions  were 
filed.  If  these  recoveries  shall  be  had  against  the  state  instead  of 
the  counties  through  which  the  road  passes,  of  which  I  have  but  little 
doubt,  they  will  greatly  augment  our  liabilities.  Most  of  these  sug- 
gestions having  been  filed  since  my  last  annual  report,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  probable  excess  beyond  what  I  calculate  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing my  report,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Board  of 
public  works,  and  through  them  to  the  legislature,  to  appropriate  a 
farther  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  instead  of  the  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  recommended  in  my  last  annual  report,  which  will  proba- 
bly complete  the  whole  line  of  improvement  as  originally  contemplated. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  J.  WILLEY. 


*» 
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Ulmkmimt  rktirutg  thi  amount  appropriated/or  tkt  Construction  and  Rtyatt- 
twa  of  (At  Ohio  Ri&T  and  Maryland  T^urnpilct  Road,  and  of  the  *wal 
Jjmj  nprndid  tktrton. 


bar  I6S0,  u  per  W  aimuil  report. 


1 


Amount  paid  Jobu  Scott,  Tor  repair*,  ■ 
Joel  Ridge  way,  "  " 
Samuel  liar     " 


.1 


□ttructjon,  oi  per  dmftj. 

Thomas  A  Scoll,  "  "  " 

Hi-Hi iiiniii  Jodan,  "'  "  " 

Normal  Davis.  "  "  *• 

Jt*«- T.  Morgan,  "  "  " 

John  Kelton,  "  "  - 

John  M.  King, 

Caleb  He«4ley,  "  "  " 

Kin»  A  Donobue,  "  " 

Matihiits  Whileman,  "  " 

King  &  Donahue,  "  " 

Joseph  Hite,  "  " 

Jesae  Mercer,  ■*  « 

Price  Snider,  "  " 

George  lilaney,  "  " 

Win.  J.  Willey,  superintendent,  as  per  vouchers, 


WM.  J,  WILLEY 
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Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  Tolls  received  at  Gates  No*.  1,  M  and  3  of 

the  Ohio  River  and  Maryland  Tumjnke  Road. 


Received  at 

H 

it 

Per  centage 

Received  at 

u 

u 

Per  centage 

Received  at 

«< 

14 

Per  centage 


gate  No.  1,  from  26th  January  to  1st  March  1851, 

•'  "        "      1st  March  to  1st  June  1851, 

"  "        "     1st  June  to  30th  September,  1851, 

for  collection  deducted  at  10  per  cent 

gate  No.  2,  from  26th  January  to  1st  March  1851, 

"  "        "     1st  March  to  1st  June  1851, 

"        "     1st  June  to  30th  September  1851, 
for  collection  deducted  at  12  per  cent, 
gate  No.  3,  from  26th  January  to  1st  March  1851, 
"  "        "     1st  March  to  1st  June  1851, 

"  "        "     1st  June  to  30th  September  1851, 

for  collection  deducted  at  10  per  cent. 


To  cash  received  from  Mr.  Stuart,  for  rent  of  toll-house, 


15  10 


12  60 


25  03 


26  00 
65  60 
60  00 

17  00 
45  00 
43  00 

115  38 
71  00 
64  00 

506  38 
52  73 

453  65 
4  00 

$457  65 


Nora— Of  the  $115  38  received  at  gate  No.  3,  from  the  26th  January  to  the  1st  March  1851,  $26  were 
received  in  labor  of  the  citizens  liting  along  the  line,  who  paid  their  tolls  by  the  quarter,  for  which  the 
superintendent  has  no  receipt. 


WM.  J.  WILLEY. 
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of   Talk   rtetived,  and   tlu    DisLurumerttt   of  tkt 


nt  received  from  2Gih  Januiry  to  30tU  September  1951, 
ine fa  receipt  for 

noidemou'B         " 
-  Bed'i 
IV.  Jane.'  '•       - 

Pit  ringtail         " 

■■■".I  &  I'ii  kiiipiiiigli'-  receipt  lor 
Jetlmiu'i  " 

■4  A  I'iukenpaugh'a  " 

[ilorer'n 
T.  Ink'i 


*_45T  ;V 


w& 


24  75 

25  35* 

25  OfiJ 

4  00 

i  mi 

4  75 

102  90 

4  38 

1  00 

1  00 

40  00 

29  37i 

465  17i 

26  00 

491  17i 

457  G5 

Biilunce  due  the  superintendent, 


WM.  J.  WILLET. 
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RICHLANDS  AND  KENTUCKY  LINE  ROAD.  # 

TAZEWELL  COURTHOUSE  AND  RICHLANDS  ROAD. 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  Tazewell  Co. 

November  1st,  1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  report  of 
my  operations  during  the  past  year  on  the  roads  extending  from  Taze- 
well courthouse  to  the  Kentucky  line,  embracing  two  roads,  known  as 
Richlands  and  Kentucky  line  road  and  the  Tazewell  courthouse  and 
Richlands  road — the  length  of  the  former  42  miles  and  the  latter  28 
miles — in  all  64  miles.  The  road  is  made  18  feet  wide  throughout,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  and  not  exceeding  4°.  Since  the  last  report,  the 
road  has  been  progressing  to  its  completion  as  fast  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  Much  iuconvenience  has  been  felt  from  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  labor  at  reasonable  prices,  as  the  prices  which  the  con- 
tractors were  getting  for  their  contracts  would  not  enable  them  to  pro- 
cure it.  In  fact,  at  one  time  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  it  at  any  price. 
The  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  and  the  Southwestern  turnpike 
road  monopolized  all  the  available  labor  in  the  country.  There  re- 
mains but  5  miles  out  of  the  42  of  the  Richlands  and  Kentucky  line 
road  yet  to  be  received  and  paid  for.  The  liabilities  of  the  road  are 
$  5,276  35,  which  will  exceed  the  different  appropriations  by  a  few 
hundred  dollars.  As  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  toll-gates,  some 
more  expenditure  will  be  necessary,  which  must  be  provided  for.  As 
soon  as  toll-gates  are  established,  the  revenue  from  that  avenue  will 
be  able  to  keep  it  in  repair.  Large  quantities  of  stock,  cattle,  hogs, 
horses  and  mules  pass  out  of  Kentucky  through  this  section  of  coun- 
try, and  will  pass  on  this  road  into  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
markets. 

The  following  sums  are  yet  due  on  account  of  the  Richlands  and 
Kentucky  line  road  on  the  1st  October  last : 

To  Hen.  D.  Smith,  contractor  on  the  10th  and  13th  sections,     297  56 
Elijah  Vance,         "               "                        9th         "  241  55 

Rich'd  Ferrell,       "               "      11th  and  12lh         "  554  75 

Thomas  May,  (1st  section  of  15  miles,)               -  4,075  00 

Smith  and  John  Jackson,            -            -            -  22  50 

Alex'r  Gibson, 85  50 

5,276  85 
By  the  books  of  the  2d  auditor  there  had  been  paid,     14,514  94 

Total  cost,  $19,791  79 


rm,  <5th  and  9th  sections  of  this  road  have  been  kept  up 

idem,  whose  salary  is  $  600  per  year. 

1  Tazewell  courthouse  to  the  Richlands  is  about  22 

his  distance — say  IS  miles — was  placed  under  con- 

...  1 373  per  mile,  and  given  to  Rowland  &  French, 

e  Co       eted  four  miles,  and  so  far  progressed  with  another 

es  as  to  have  it  completed  early  in  December.     The 

i  of  $  8,000  was  not  sufficient  to  place  the  whole  of  the 

naer  contract,  leaving  four  miles  yet  to  be  provided  for. 

-rther  appropriation  of  $  5,000  will  be  necessary  to  complete  both 

ads,  and  make  the  connection  with  the  Tazewell  courthouse  and 

turnpike.    If  the  connection  is  not  made,  the  whole  amount 

>r  those  two  roads — which  is  $  27,000 — will  be  almost  lost, 

will  be  of  little  use  to  the  community.     If  the  connection 

**  will  then  be  a  line  of  road  of  about  170  miles  from  the 

i  line  to  the  Kentucky  line,  passing  through  one  of  the 

«arth. 


bfl 


Your  ob't  serv't, 


TH.  H.  GILLESPIE, 

EngV  Sf  Sup't. 


I* 
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SOUTHWESTERN  TURNPIKE. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen,  **.:* 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Southwestern  turnpike,  up  to  the  30th  September,  as 
follows : 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  my  last  annual  communication,  the  whole 
of  the  Buchanan  extension  was  completed.  And  during  the  early 
part  of  last  summer  the  unfinished  portions  of  sections  9  and  10  of  the 
Wytheville  division,  about  which  there  had  been  so  much'  difficulty 
and  delay,  were  also  completed.  The  finishing  of  these  fractions  of 
sections  required  an  amount  of  labor  grpatly  exceeding  what  could 
have  been  foreseen.  It  was  a  point,  however,  through  which  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  force  the  work  at  all  hazards.  And  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  road  could  have  been  constructed  elsewhere  at 
less  cost,  while  it  is  certain  that  in  every  other  respect  the  present 
location  is  the  most  eligible  that  could  have  been  selected ;  and  it 
would  doubtless  have  oeen  placed  there  in  the  first  instance  had  it 
not  been  for  the  difficulties  interposed. 

The  whole  line,  extending  from  Wytheville  to  Buchanan,  a  (fis- 
teftce  of  101  miles,  is  now  completed  ;  and  such  portions  of  it  as 
have  been  constantly  travelled  over  are  fast  becoming  smooth  and 
firm.  But  it  requires  two  or  three  years  of  constant  use  for  a  mac- 
adamized road  to  acquire  that  degree  of  finish  and  excellence  which 
it  ultimately  attains.  When  such  shall  have  become  the  condition  of 
the  Southwestern  turnpike,  it  may  be  con6dently  predicted  that  it 
will  then  favorably  compare  with  any  other  work  of  the  kind,  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge,  either  in  Europe  or  America. 

On  the  first  twelve  miles  of  the  Marion  division  work  has  been  done 
by  Col.  Lewis,  amounting  to  $20,821,  and  by  others,  since  the  first 
of  April,  to  the  amount  of  $  4,544.  This  amount  of  work  has  chiefly 
been  applied  to  the  first  six  miles,  which  are  now  nearly  completed. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  which  it  is  believed  cannot  fail  to 
ensure  the  finishing  of  tne  first  twenty  miles  west  of  Wytheville  in  a 
reasonable  time.  When  this  hiatus  shall  have  been  closed,  and  the 
sections  adjacent  to  Marion  completed,  the  road  will  then  be  finished 
from  Buchanan  to  near  the  Seven  Mile  ford  in  Smyth  county,  a  dis- 
tance of  132  miles. 

Eleven  continuous  sections,  consisting  of  the  21st,  22d,  23d,  24tbf 
25th,  26th  and  27th,  of  the  Marion  division,  and  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and 
4th  of  the  Abingdon  division,  were  transferred  by  Col.  Floyd  to  dif- 
ferent individuals  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year.  The  work  on 
these  sections  has  been  steadily  progressing  since  that  time.  Six  of 
them  have  been  completed  already,  and  four  others  will  be  finished  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

The  4th  section  of  the  Abingdon  division,  (which  is  the  same  as  the 


. 
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The  6lh,  7th,  8th  and  9th  sections  of  this  . 
bylhe  superintendent,  whose  salary  is  $500 

The  road  from  Tazewell  courthouse  to  tbi 
miles.     Part  of  this  distance — say  18  miles- 
tract  last  fall  at  $373  per  mile,  and  given 
who  have  completed  four  miles,  and  so  far 
stretch  of  six  miles  as  to  have  it  completed 
appropriation  of  $  8,000  was  not  sufficier 
road  under  contract,  leaving  four  miles  yet 

A  further  appropriation  of  $  5,000  will  Ijl 
the  roads,  and  make  the  connection  with  il 
Fancy  gap  turnpike.    If  the  connection  U  »    ■ 
expended  for  those  two  roads — which  is  i 
as  the  roads  will  be  of  little  use  to  the  cOj  . 
is  made,  there  will  then  he  a  line  of  road 
North  Carolina  line  to  the  Kentucky  Hnopaj        [tied,  and  mosi  if  ita 
finest  countries  on  earth.  a  j^reat  measure  been 

■  itpfnse  of  repairs  during 
lofore. 

■  Wvtheville  is  now  in  as 
-innoih  and  firm,  which 


■  i-  been  veiy  gnti 

.    (among  those  first 

itractors,  were  nom 

■ncea  it  has  been 

the  contractor  hiiiisdi 

_■  loe  foundations  of  the 

■  ■i.nilr.  ai  ooomdaojA 

..!i,-:  diri-hes  and  rip- 

rains  thai  fell  during 

=  repairing  of  them  was*. 


Respectfully  submitted. 
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ow  completed; 
n  nd    on   seven 


regarded  as 
a-arly  completed, 
-'■  of  labor  has   been   expended. 
00  work  has  been  done,  except 
■  Wile  ford  already  noticed. 
■  *  been  touched  consists  of  two  dis- 
fnuous  miles,  forming  a  part  of 

^*J  W  Jmncs  Anthony,  Esrj.  formerly  a  princi- 
***»ltj  line  Ihm  fttrferatn  fbr  me  t.i  hit  ihil 
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o  oilier  of  43?1oi(r  miles,  extending  from  the 

^  line. 

:;tractors  for  the  construction  of  the  work 
•is,  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  as  appears 
Mice,  is  $424,113  52,  which  may  be^^ted 
il«>ws : 


n. 


work  done.) 


>,821  29 

142,397  01 

108,306  50 

71,436  74 

6,151  96 


1  ;ih  above  stated,  -  -  $424,113  58 

!i:iliince  remaining  from  former  appropriations,  is 

.;ii  to  $67,736.     From  which  amount  must  be  de- 

*"  meet  existing  contracts  now  in  progress;  there 

•'•u:d  the  further  sum  of  about  S 34,500  for  finishing 

■•ill*-  west  of  Wytheville. 

•  •lis  being  made,  there  will  result  a  balance  of  about 

may  be  applied  towards  the  construction  of  the  re- 

:jiilf»s. 

.■..ii   the  western  division  mny  be  relet  at  82,250  per 

•■!i  r.  above  stated  will  be  sufficient  to  complete  nine 

il  extend  the  work  to  a  point  14-,V  miles  east  of  Ab- 

:vi*  34-AV  miles  to  be  provided  for,  which  will  require 

■i  of  $78,142  50,  exclusive  of  toll-houses  and  lots. 

rtmual  report  I  expressed  a  belief  that  the  receipts 

mmiI  year  would  be  sufficient  to  defray  all  expenses  m- 

.  'ng  the  road  in  repair,  and  also  to  make  some  return  to 

That  belief  was  founded  on  an  assurance  that  the 

■.■rjiml  would  be  extended  to  Buchanan  in  the  course  of  a 

'hereafter,  which  would  have  brought  into  immediate  use 

■■]>lc  portion  of  the  Buchanan  division,  equal  to  three-fourths 

>:.*  extent,  and  which  previously  had  produced  little  or  no- 

'..'■  giving  way  of  the  Judith  dam  alone  disappointed  thatcal- 

And  notwithstanding  the  whole  line  from  Buchanan  to  Sa- 

inished  as  long  ago  as  last  December,  yet,  for  the  reason 

.  that  part  of  the  road  has  scarcely  been  used  at  all,  either 

■so.s  of  travel  or  transportation. 

gates  have  been  established  on  this  division,  but  very  little 

ff-ceivecl,  except  at  gate  No.  1,  near  Buchanan;  and  at  this, 

i  v,  for  only  part  of  a  section.     Gate  No.  2  on  the  same  division, 

lied  fifteen  months  ago,  collects  about  75  or  80  per  cent,  more 

■  hat  is  sufficient  to  pay  the  receiver ;  and  at  gate  No.  3,  estab- 

nearly  a  year  ago,  it  has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  incur 

pense  of  paying  a  toll-gatherer,  and  therefore  tolls  have  not  }ret 

lemanded.     A  receiver  was  appointed  at  this  gate  some  months 

ho  is  permitted  to  occupy  the  loll-housc  merely  for  the  purpose 

lecting  the  property. 
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31st,  reckoning   from   Wythevillr,)   reaches   withi 
Seven  Mile  lord,  and  JJ3VV  miles  of  Abingdon.     A 
no  work  lias  been  done  except  the  building  of  the 
Mile  Ibid,  which  was  finished  last  June. 

The  expense  of  repairs  during  the  present  year 
Thi^«>\ving  in  part  to  the  fact  that  many  sectio. 
recei^^L)  when  taken  from  the  hands  of  the  e« 
great  (fflfcl  nioiv  than  half  finished.     In  some 
necessary  to  place  more  metal  on  the  road  than 
had  oriuinallv  furnished.     On  some  sections  i 
common  bridges  had  given  way,  and  had  to  b» 
cost.     And   on  others,  the  embankments,  en 
rapping  were  so  greatly  injured  by  the  frequ< 
the  spring  anil  a  part  of  the  summer,  that  the 
task  of  immense  labor. 

The  embankments  having  now  become 
defects  in  the  original  construction   having  i 
remedied,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  much  lighter  than  1 

The  whole  line;  of  road  from  Buchanan  ' 
fine  condition  as  it  can  be  until  it    beconn 
time  and  use  alone  can  accomplish. 

During  the;  early  part  of  the  present  ye 
pike  which  had    been   suspended    at   Ab: 
western  termination.      The   line,  after  le 
route  of  the  Ueedy  creek  road,  in  the  clii  - 
in<*  for  a  short  distance  through   Scott  c 
line  at  a  point  20  miles  ;md  2, .*>()(>  feel  *■ 

Jl  is  thus  ascertained  that  the  enti? 
turnpike,  according  to  the  field  notes,  ■ 
miles,  as  may  be  seen  bv  the  folio 
adopted  heretofore  ii*r  purposes  of  co 
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212  0 

125  00 

500  00 

'2981  53 
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i*.  year,  and  for  ex- 
.•  and  for  other  pur- 
mcc  on  hand  on  the 


1.  Buchan.iM  t-\tt'ii<-ii>ii.  o\t«  ixliii^  froiii  ]>urli:in 

2.  Sntriii  :i  lit  I  Ni-w  ri\  t-r  iti\  i<iMii,  ext»'in!iiii:  tro- 
ll. \Vylhi»\  illi'  division.  <*\teiitJin<;  from  New*  m 
4.  Marion  ili\isioii.  extendii):;  from  \Vvthe\  illr 
f>.  AI>iiiff<!oii  «li\  i>»(.ii,  I'vtriii'ii'^  from  Maiion 
G.  Tenin»--i-»*  :li\i-ion.  r\t»'iid;n?  fr«»m  Aldngr 

Making  tiir  tot.]  d i-,lanc»   from  IJuchar 

Of  this  (li-l.i!..-.-.  1  \2   mil's   nv 
five  others    art    in  progress  and 
other    mil'.'<    a    eo:->iderable    am 
This  will  ]e;:\<   .">!  ,7,^,  mile-  on  v 
the  building  of  the  bridge  at  the 

This  portion  which.  Ins  not  y 
connected    pun-  •]..  :    one  of  rig! 


*  riit 


Tin-  loratii:"  i'f  tli!-:  ilivi>ion  wa.s  or 
pal  a«->i^t«i'*  rnj/imTr  om  \\v<  work.     It 
the  duly  was  performed  with  great  nkill 


:,  that  notwithstanding 

now  finished  have  been 

.pts  from  tolls  have  been 

:iark,  that  as  the  finished 

v  disconnected  with  any 

i  not  arisen  from  any  ac- 

-  lit  is  the  effect  of  the  turn- 

>  of  the  contiguous  country 

other  great  lines  of  transit 
.lames  river  canal,  the  consc- 
busincss  throughout  its  whole 

condition  of  the  two  principal 

4  they  may  continue  as  at  pre- 

k*r  may  he  incurred  in  passing 

But  it  is  certain  that  tiny 

tact  should  be  placed  beyoaJ 
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■i  opinion  at  this  early 

Virginia  and  Tennessee 

:  Itv  of  the  Southwestern 

i!i  some  quarters  that  the 

turnpike,  and  that  the  lat- 

l»y  the  trade  and  travel,  so 

I  that  the  general  assembly 

■her  construction,  I  flftiect- 

i]  an  opinion  to  an  impartial 

ving  facts : 

■  i in) pike  nowhere  exceed  three 

vn ;  and  for  nine-tenths  of  its 

degrees,  or  a  rise  of  one  foot  in 

ity  transported  by  a  single  team 

nount  of  anirrfcil  power  employed, 

•  hear  it. 

which  is  said  to  be  the  finest  in  Eng- 
i  izrade  rises  as  high  as  1  foot  in  17, 
■  so  is  1J  tons,  exclusive  of  the  ve- 
.iL  25  miles  a  day,  or  from  2  to  2£ 

lined  that  on  the  Southwestern  turn- 

liivorable,  and  on  which,  when  it  shall 

;n,  the  same  amount  of  means  will  be 

end,  a  team  of  six  horses  will  be  able 

;  lie  rate  of  25  miles  a  day.# 

iw  merchants  of  Wytheville,  Marion  and 

nation  of  dry  goods  and  groceries  from 

•  not  exceed  from  $  7  50  to  $  8  50  a  day.t 

rates  be  added  50  per  cent.,  or  if  $12  a  day 

:'  six  horse  wagons,  (a  price  that  will  com- 

ry  team  in  Virginia,)  and  if  the  broad  tire  be 

reduce  the  rate  of  tolls  50  per  cent.,  the  cost 

Southwestern  turnpike,  even  at  this  high  rate, 

to  3  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  outward  freight,  or 

tidly,  and  the  invariable  rate  of  downward  freight 

is  most  interested,)  is  always  one-half  the  other, 


.o. 


:ic  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  company  will 
»n  is  not  yet  known.     It  is  certain,  however,  that 
:porated  companies,  they  will  always  put  it  up  to 
it  will  bear.     And  it  is  equally  certain,  if  the  turn- 
to  its  proposed  tcrmipation,  that  the  railroad  com- 
v  cnture  to  charge  a  higher  rate  than  die  average  cost 

uthenticated,  that  a  team  of  six  horses  Borne  yean  ago  did  draw  55 

\  tons,  over  a  common  earth  road  from  Woodstock  to  Alexandria. 

ui  to  employ  wagons  for  this  purpose  by  the  day,  but  by  the  100  pounds. 

i  Lynchburg  varies  from  4,500  to  5,000  pounds;  and  the  prices  paid  for 

vs:  To  Wytheville  $1  75;  to  Marion  $2  00,  and  to  Abingdon  $2  25 

The  time  employed  to  reach  those  places  respectively  is  10, 12  and  14 
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of  transportation  by  the  turnpike,  which,  as  has  been  shewn,  need 
never  exceed  from  six  to  seven  cents  a  ton  per  mile,  and  which  is 
considerably  lower  than  the  average  rate  at  which  transportation  has 
usually  been  furnished  by  the  principal  railroads  in  Virginia.* 

It  thos  appears  that  the  strongest  claim  for  preference  which  the 
railroad  will  have  over  the  turnpike  in  the  transportation  of  produce 
roust  arise  exclusively  from  its  greater  speed.  And  this,  in  ninety- 
nine  instances  out  of  a  hundred,  will  be  of  no  conceivable  importance 
whatever,  as  it  can  seldom  be  worthy  of  serious  consideration  to  tie 
farmer  whether  his  produce  reaches  the  canal  two  or  three  days  sooner 
or  two  or  three  days  later  than  a  given  time.  And  even  this  advan- 
tage, so  far  as  it  may  affect  the  interest  of  the  merchant  in  receiving 
his  ordinary  supplies  of  goods,  may  be  counterbalanced  by  the  fact 
that  the  railroad  car  can  deliver  its  freight  only  at  certain  fixed  mints, 
from  whence  it  may  often  be  necessary  to  transport  it  several  miles  by 
other  conveyances ;  which,  being  attended  with  the  additional  labor 
and  delay  of  loading  and  unloading,  will  certainly  involve  additional 
expense  as  well  as  considerable  loss  of  time,  and  thus,  to  some  ex- 
tent, render  ineffectual  the  only  advantage  which  can  fairly  be  claimed 
for  the  railroad ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  road  wagon  will  re- 
ceive its  cargo  at  any  point,  and  convey  it  at  once,  and  with  equal 
safety,  and  generally  with  all  necessary  despatch,  to  the  point  of  its 
final  destination. 

But,  however  great  may  be  the  benefits  arising  from  a  railroad, 
(and  this  fact  is  not  controverted,)  the  turnpike,  nevertheless,  being 
open  and  accessible  at  all  times  and  to  all  persons,  in  whatever  man- 
ner they  may  wish  to  use  it,  whether  with  wagons,  carts,  carriages 
or  horses,  upon  which  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  become  his  own 
carrier  and  to  regulate  his  own  movements,  will  be  emphatically  the 
road  for  the  people.  The  daily  and  hourly  intercourse  of  the  com- 
munity must  of  necessity  be  kept  up  and  carried  on  by  it,  were  there 
even  a  dozen  railroads ;  a  great  deal  of  the  travel  and  transportation 
of  the  country  cannot  be  provided  for  without  it ;  and  finally,  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  products  of  the  country  that  will  ultimately  be  trans- 
ported by  the  railroad  itself,  must,  in  the  first  instance,  pass  a  greater 
or  less  distance  on  the  turnpike  to  reach  it. 

Hertce,  it  appears  that  no  serious  injury  to  the  prosperity  of  the 


*  The  following  extract!  from  Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  Volume  19,  page  X5,  ct; 
from  the  R.  R.  Journal,  establish  the  correctness  of  this  statement  beyond  controreny: 

"  Winchester  and  Potomac  R.  R.,  22  miles. — Flour,  18  cents  per  barrel,  grain,  10J  ceatapfl 
100  pounds,  sugar,  dry  goods,  and  light  balky  articles,  14  cents  per  100  pounds."  (Ai* 
rage  7  cents  per  ton  a  mile.) 

"Louisa  R.  R.,  50  miles. — Corn  and  grain,  14  cents  per  100  pounds,  sugar,  salt,  bats* 
30  cents,  and  dry  goods,  22  cents  per  100  pounds."    (Average  7  J  cents  a  ton  per  mile.) 

44  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  R.  R. — Salt,  sugar,  butter,  groceries,  dry  ga* 
|  cent  per  cwt.  per  mile."    (Average  10  cents  a  ton  per  mile.) 

"Richmond  and  Petersburg  R.  R.r  22J  miles.— Sugar,  salt,  butter,  |  cent  per  100  poaa* 
per  mile ;  groceries  and  dry  goods  }  cent  a  ton  per  mile."  (Average  15  cents  a  too  ** 
mile. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  average  charge  for  transportation  on  foarsf 
the  principal  railroads  in  Virginia  during  the  year  1848,  was  9j  cents  a  ton  per  mile  forss 
articles  of  flour,  grain,  salt,  sugar,  dry  goods  and  groceries. 


[Doc-  No.  18.]  ttl 

turnpike  of  the  character  alleged  need  be  apprehended  from  the  con- 
structing of  the  railroad.    On  the  contrary,  the  probability  is  that  the 
two  improvements  will  become :  auxiliary,  mutually  beneficial,  and  in;' 
dispensable  appendages  to  each  other.  ^B$ 

An  evil  of  much  more  serious  import  than  any  that  caiwKse  from 
a  mere  competition  for  public  patronage,  it  is  apprehendecMvill  resuk 
from  the  collision  of  the  two  lines,  at  several  points,  aro  in  one  in- 
stance, for  a  considerable  distance. 

As  I  took  occasion  to  present  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
board  in  a  former  communication,  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on  it  at 
present  than  briefly  to  remind  the  board  of  the  circumstance. 

From  a  point  about  16  miles  east  of  Abingdon,  to  about  6  miles 
west  of  it,  the  two  lines,  as  now  located,  are  generally  within  a  few 
feet  of  each  other.  Nor  can  this  intervening  space  be  materially 
increased  if  both  these  lines  continue  in  the  samft  valley. 

The  location  of  the  turnpike  from  the  Aspenvale  farm  (about  two 
miles  west  of  the  Seven  Mile  ford)  to  Abingdon,  may  be  changed 
without  incurring  much  if  any  additional  expense,  and  thus,  the  colli- 
sion on  the  15  miles  east  of  Abingdon  may  be  avoided ;  but  west  of 
that  place,  the  collision  can  be  avoided  only  by  a  change  of  location 
m  the  part  of  the  railroad. 

As  it  may  be  important  to  the  interests  of  the  railroad  company 
that  their  line  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  College  valley,  especially  as 
it  approaches  by  that  route  to  within  6  or  7  miles  of  the  salt  works 
and  plaster  region,  I  have  hoped  that  an  arrangement  may  be  made 
with  that  company  by  which  the  collision  on  the  long  stretch  of  20 
miles  may  be  avoided. 

If  it  be  thought  advisable  by  the  board  to  adopt  any  measures  with  a 
view  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  subject 
be  acted  on  at  once,  and  previously  to  that  portion  of  the  work  being 
relet* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  H.  PIPER, 
Eng.  if  Sup.  8.  W.  T. 

November  12*A,  1851. 
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of  transportation  by  the  tumpilc 
never  exceed  from  six  to  seven 
considerably  lower  than  the  aver, 
usually  been  furnished  by  the  \i  '. 
It  thus  appears  that  the  sin., 
railroad  will  have  over  the  tur 
must  arise  exclusively  from  iu  '-r 
nine  instances  out  of  a  hundred, 
whatever,  as  it  can  seldom  be  . 
farmer  whether  his  produce  r"»- 
or  two  or  three  days  later  lh 
tage,  so  far  as  it  may  affect  Q 
his  ordinary  supplies  of  good, 
that  the  railroad  car  can  del 
from  whence  it  may  often  b 
other  conveyances;  whict" 
and  delay  of  loading  and 
expense  as  well  as  © 
tent,  render  ineffectual  i 
for  the  railroad ;  white, 
ceive  its  cargo  at  am 
safety,  and  generally 
final  destination. 

But,  however  gren 
(and  this  fact  is  not 
open  and  accessible  i. 
ner  they  may  wish  i 
or  horses,  upon  whir 
carrier  and  to  regiilni 
road  for  the  people, 
munity  must  of  inn 
even  a  dozen  railn>;;. 
of  the  country  cm-i 
fourths  of  all  the  (< 
ported  by  the  rail.. 
or  less  distance  <u> 
Hence,  it  ap|u: 


ft  =CRVKY. 

m.  Va.,  Oct.  1,  1861. 


._,  with  the  appointment  of 

*-»j»  «  the  county  of  Wayne, 

xRtrthouse,  with  a  view  of 

f  improving  the  navigation 

..  15th,  1S51,"  I  proceeded 

.  luiicg  contemplated  by  my 

orlieve,  sufficiently  accurate 

■*-  may  be  interested  in  the 


of  Twelve  Pole  river,  it 

— n ;  but  its  banks  are  high, 

iwater,  without  incurring  the 

The  banks,  though  high, 

be  insecure  for  the  abnt- 

ng  them  from  abrasion  in 

—  along  this  stream  are  rich 

.c  generally  high  and  rough,  but  af- 

..-.**.    Along  this  stream  I   noticed 

-.  c  and  quality,  I  had  no  means  of 

.  jIso  noticed  some  pieces  of  bitu- 

_     Tde  former  may  have  been  brought 

,*.  creams,  but  I  discovered  no  indica- 

...  ■;"  coal  of  a  workable  thickness,  but 

.,  ..  ;he  neighborhood  of  Wayne  court- 

,.    ;'  the  seams  appeared  not  to  hare 

■irvimens  of  cannel  coal  found  along 

,:i:;cd  down  the  stream,  and  probably 

.,-  some  twelve  miles  above  the  forks 


"Too  following.- 
from  the  It.  K.  Joun 

"  ffinchcettr  anil  I' 
100  pounds,  migiir.  • 
rage  7  centa  per  lor. 

"Imh—  R.  ]{..'.• 
dry  r 
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Richmond,  f 
int  per  ewt.  j 

Ruhmtittd  an 
per  mite;  groco 

From  these  ft- 


tile 


io  principi 
rliclc*  of  £ 


—c\  its  mouth  to  the  forks  above  Wayne 

...  .20  total  fall  in  this  distance  is  S3T*A 

"*  ...;  joying  profile  and  the  notes  of  the  sur- 

..  *■-  rile.     The  average  width  of  the  river 

..-xc  i*  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 

..-  „*"  making  a  slackwater  improvement,  I 

ex  :he  sites  for  ten  locks  and  dams,  at  sta- 

^   .a'.  1*8.  163, 184  and  200.     The  site  at  sta- 

■*  .».  -.ver,  owing  to  the  loose  sandy  nature  of 

[j&tjt  absence  of  rock  near  the  bottom  of  the 

v  x  a  favorable  one ;  and  the  erection  of  a 

kf^rT.  »-.«iW  probably  be  attended  with  more  than 
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Two  or  three  other  points  designated  for  dams 
__.  ..e  liable,  in  a  more  limited  sense,  to  the  some  objeo 
I  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  vary  their  location  slightly 
feaqvv  to  more  permanent  foundations.     The  5th  site  is  at  Henry 
_j#  mills,  called  the  Buffalo  shoals.     The  7tb  is  at  Spurlock's 
.^      .ft  or  the  falls,  where  a  lift  is  proposed  of  13AV  feet.     The  fall 
Mfip  loss  than  10  yards,  is  nearly  6£  feet.     The  10th  site  is  at 
Hw  ^  Adkins'  m'Hs!  near  Wayne  courthouse, 
^^.ine  time  of  making  the  survey  the  river  was  very  low  until  the 
^ifiy's  work,  when  there  was  a  rise  of  more  than  a  foot.     The 
■^^^ility  of  water  supplied  by  this  stream  in  very  dry  seasons,  after 
"ing  due  allowance  for  evaporation  and  leakage,  would  not  be 
Tteient,  it  seems  to  me,  for  navigation  ;  but  for  the  greater  part  of 
—    .■*  year  the  quantity  of  water,  it  is  believed,  would  be  sufficient. 
^"'I'have  no  means  of  arriving  at  a  very  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to 
il»  cost  of  erecting  locks  and  dams,  but  it  is  probable  that  this  kind 
^rf  improvement  might  be  constructed  for  the  sum  of  $  76,000,  ave- 
raging $7500  for  each  lock  and  dam  ;  the  locks  to  be  made  of  wood, 
»-and  their  length  and  breadth  sufficient  to  pass  small  steamboats — say 
m~H6  feet  wide  and  125  feet  long. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  limber  is  floated  down  this  river  during 
freshets,  but  the  mill  dams  and  the  falls  are  obstructions  of  so  serious 
a  nature  as  to  prevent  rafting  in  the  ordinary  manner  in  that  part  of 
the  river  above  Luther's  mills.  A  safe  navigation  for  the  timber 
within  the  valley  of  the  river  would  seem  at  this  time  to  answer  the 
principal  object  in  the  improvement  of  its  navigation ;  but  whether 
that  trade,  together  with  the  agricultural  products  of  the  country,  and 
such  minerals  as  may  be  found  to  exist  within  a  practicable  distance, 
would  warrant  the  expense  of  making  a  slackwater  navigation,  I  am 
not  prepared  definitely  to  ssiy ;  but  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the 
mon  practicable  mode  of  improvement,  in  view  of  the  expense,  and  of 
the  liability  of  locks  and  dams  to  get  out  of  order,  would  be  to  re- 
move some  inconsiderable  obstructions  found  in  the  channel  of  the 
river,  such  as  logs  and  rocks,  and  construct  long  and  wide  slopes  at 
Luther's  mill  dam,  at  the  falls  and  at  Bowen  &  Adktns'  mill  dam. 
There  are  a  good  many  abrupt  turns  in  the  river,  but  the  channel  is 
generally  free  from  other  objections ;  and  with  good  slopes  at  the  three 

Eints  above  named,  it  is  believed  that  rafts  of  timber,  and  probably 
t  bottomed  boats,  might  be  taken  down  during  freshets  with  consi- 
derable safety.  The  cost  of  erecting  slopes  at  the  three  points  named 
would  probably  not  exceed  twelve  bundred  dollars,  and  a  much  less 
tain  would  be  sufficient  to  remove  the  obstructions  met  with  in  the 
channel  of  the  river. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LUTHER  RAYMOND,  Engineer. 


[Bftfe  Jfu.  lfl.] 

■  t 

>  ■  r       i       .  , 

jHKVSI  OF  BOAD  FROM  FRANKLIN  TO  WARM  SPHIRBa 

Pbndlbton  County,  December  4th,  IflSJL  t 


f 

la  obedience  to  the  instructions  winch  I  reoeiwl 

mur  kwonble  body,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  lay  before  thfrDosili 

«£  puttie  works  the  following  report  on  tbe  survey  and  locatim  ftct 
tmgik*  ml  from  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Pendleton  cooelj,  ws 
^feeim* jr*  in  Highland  county,  to  the  Warm  springs,  in  Bath  ooanfr 
fffeHuaos  to  the  location,  such  examinations  aim  surveys  as  mm 
anuiiiaqr  were  made  to  determine  the  proper  route  far  the  roaA 
JumI  sa  new  of  the  fret  that  Monterey  has  been  fixed  a*  a  point  by 
tfc*  uaantminn  ordering  the  survey,  the  valley  of  the  South  branch,  <ap 
tttfe*  wtftfh  of  Straight  creek,  and  thence  up  the  valky  of  StasWft 
^m4  fewed  to  be  tbe  only  fusible  route*  From  Frankim  to  Mar 
Hvqr  il*  valley  of  the  South  branch  is  narrow,  and  is  bounded  oa  ift 
qttfc  aad  wvst  sides  by  high  and  abrupt  bills  and  mountain  sides,  asl 
tlfrwnt  winds  vary  often,  so  as  to  cross  the  bottom  frequently,  sai 
****»  atatruately  the  base  of  the  steep  bills  that  bound  each  rid* 
v,vuipuXeU  piwluding  all  chance  of  continuing  a  location  on  the  levels 
<K  uk>  bcuotn,  without  repeatedly  crossing  the  river  by  bridges.  I  de» 
KfuntK\JL  thetvloas  to  make  the  location  altogether  on  one  side,  and 
M4*{i.Htt*l  the  west  (the  side  on  which  Franklin  is  situated)  as  being 
Sx*vk\Jl*  tho  best,  both  as  respects  the  cost  of  construction  and  ex- 
***uv  v>T  the  road* 

CV  a>wu  of  Fnuiklin  stands  upon  an  elevated  table  level,  itnme- 
uUucA  above  which  the  river  passes  through  a  gap  in  the  hills,  leav- 
:^  oAiwueta  narrow  passes  on  both  sides.  On  tbe  west  side,  and 
%iXiv  Uw  location  is  made,  there  is  a  narrow  slip  of  land  between 
Jto  mvt  Mid  a  ridge  of  high  and  perpendicular  rocks,  which  for  t 
p*t  o*  iho  *ay  i**  of  sufficient  breadth  for  the  road,  but  not  so  afl 
S3  **^>  ;  and  "the  necessary  width  must  be  obtained  by  a  wall  reit- 
i^NHi  .mother  anil  lower  level  nigh  the  water's  edge,  and  in  one 
>  a  ail  auvI  a  wall  of  an  average  height  of  five  feet  for  the  di»» 
^v  o*  :uavsj-dve  feet,  so  as  to  raise  the  road  above  the  influence 
,*v  x**<et  JK  bigh  tide.  Material  for  either  a  rip-rap  or  rubble 
_^;  .v*  *a  caw  proximity  and  in  great  abundance.  After  passing 
X*>*^  *^s  ^te  ^>r  l^e  distance  °^.200  t0^**  l^e  8pace  between 
X  *v<*>  ****  the  river  increases  in  width  and  assumes  a  sideling 
-An.  v  *k*  :u  *»ue  places  more  or  less  steep,  until  the  location 
v«*-vv  ^uttft**  ctvek»  a  distance  of  two  miles,  crossing  a  spur  of  the 
"%>,!» -tr»  ^HP*  ^  ^  Jwtance  of  three  miles  and  226  rods  from 
*?w**ut  A\>i<a  *he  notable  point  of  rocks  known  by  the  name  of 
»rv%»*  «vV  juumg  against  and  a  little  over  the  brink  of  tbe 
s^^  ^^  ?t\Vf  •    Here  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the  construction  of 
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the  road,  to  excavate  by  blasting  the  rocks  for  half  the  width  of  the 
rtoad,  for  a  distance  of  about  sixty  feet,  keeping  the  road  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  nine  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water  at  low  tide.  A  rip- 
rap or  other  wall  in  the  river  for  a  like  height  of  nine  feet  above  the 
surface  of  low  water,  for  the  distance  of  nearly  eleven  rods,  will  be 
required,  and  filling  in  conformity  with  the  notes  accompanying  this 
report.  The  rocks  blasted  off  will  answer  for  walling  and  filling, 
and  if  not  sufficient,  others  in  abundance  are  near  at  hand. 

The  character  of  the  ground  throughout  the  whole  route  can  be 
better  imagined  than  described  by  reference  to  the  table  of  estimates 
accompanying  this  report.  The  location  is  in  many  places  on  steep 
hill  sides,  containing  limestone,  where  considerable  blasting  of  rocks 
will  have  to  be  done  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  The  location 
crosses  the  South  branch  a  few  rods  abpve  the  mouth  of  Straight 
creek  at  a  good  ford,  distant  from  Franklin  16  miles  33.75  four  pole 
chains.  The  size  of  the  stream  there  did  not  seem  to  require  a 
bridge.  The  location  then  pursues  the  valley  of  Straight  creek, 
with  no  marked  difference  in  the  character  of  the  ground  as  com- 
pared with  that  along  the  South  branch,  until  it  reaches  the  upper 
end  of  Adam  Halterman's  farm,  and  there  the  hills  close  in,  so  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  pursne  a  branch  called  the  "  Laurel  run,"  for 
the  distance  of  about  ninety  rods,  when  a  tack  is  made  in  the  hollow, 
and  the  location  is  continued,  necessarily  in  a  very  zigzag  direction, 
across  a  series  of  broken  ridges,  to  Monterey,  entering  the  town  at 
the  end  of  Spruce  street,  and  continuing  along  it  to  High  street,  being 
the  ParkersDurg  road.  Distance  from  Franklin  24  miles  35  four 
pole  chains. 

From  Monterey  the  location  is  continued  along  Spruce  street  to  the 
limits  of  the  town,  and  thence  more  or  less  with  the  present  road,  to 
the  village  of  Woodsborough,  a  distance  of  about  tour  miles  from 
Monterey.  At  Woodsborough  the  location  crosses  the  Jackson's  river 
at  a  wide  ford,  and  the  same  reasons  that  governed  in  making  the  lo- 
cation on  the  one  (the  west)  side  of  South  branch  induced  the  loca- 
tion on  the  tfest  side  of  the  Jackson's  river,  varying  the  line  from  the 
river  bottoms  to  the  hills,  as  the  character  of  the  ground  seemed  to  in- 
dicate for  the  best,  until  it  reached  John  Wiley's  farm,  and  thence  it 
£ursued  the  present  road,  more  or  less,  until  it  reached  the  house  of 
[ajor  John  Cleek;  and  thence  through  his  fields,  intersecting  the  pre- 
sent road  again  at  his  mill.  A  short  distance  below  his  mill,  for  the 
purpose  of  shunning  a  rocky  point,  the  location  ascends  and  crosses 
a  low  ridge,  and  thence  it  pursues  along  the  river  bank,  till  a  short 
distance  below  the  residence  of  Matthias  Cleek,  it  crosses  the  Jack- 
son's river  again  to  the  east  side,  distant  from  Franklin  forty-six  miles 
eight  chains ;  and  thence,  leaving  the  river,  (having  crossed  it  at  a 
wide  and  smooth  ford,)  tht  location  passes  over  a  little  mountain 
called  Rocky  Ridge,  to  secure  the  rising  of  which  a  turn  in  the  head 
of  a  hollow  was  rendered  necessary. 

From  the  summit  of  this  mountain  or  ridge  the  location  passes  along 
near  the  old  pathway  to  Muddy  run,  where  it  intersects  and  crosses 
the  road  leading  from  the  Warm  springs  to  the  Bullpasture  river  via 
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To  the  Board  of  V 
Gbktlemen, 
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of  public  works  il, 
turnpike  road  froi- 
Mooiercj,  in  Hij>i 

Previous  to  tin 
necessary  were   i 
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the  river  wind-; 
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completely  pi 
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.  I  jj.  ■*  ssid  road  with  it3  ititer- 
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Thirtieth  mile,  -            -            -  $  600 

Thirty-first  mile,  ....  475 

Thirty-second  mile,  ...  475 

Thirty-third  mile,  ....  320 

Thirty-fourth  mile,  -  650 

Thirty-fifth  mile,  600 

Thirty-sixth  mile,  -  640 

Thirty-seventh  mile,  -  650 

Thirty-eighth  mile,  ...  375 

Thirty-ninth  mile,  -  320 

Fortieth  mile,  -  475 

Forty-first  mile,  -            -            .  350 

Forty-second  mile,  -  300 

Forty-third  mile,  -  320 

Forty-fourth  mile,  -  320 

Forty-fifth  mile,  ....  320 

Forty-sixth  mile,  ....  400 

Forty-seventh  mile,  -  500 

Forty-eighth  mile,  -  640 

Forty-ninth  mile,  -    ■                     -            -  550 

Fiftieth  mile,  ....  640 

Fifty-first  mile,  -  400 

Fifty-second  mile,  -  370 

Fifty-third  mile,  .  -            -            -            -  380 

Fifty-fourth  mile,  ....  500 

Fifty-fifth  mile,  320 

Fifty-sixth  mile,  ....  400 

Fifty-seventh  mile,  -  500 

Fifty-eighth  mile,  -  500 

The  average  per  mile  for  the  whole  route  is  -  $  485  86  j- 

Tbe  aggregate  cost  of  the  first  25  miles  is  -  13,370  00 

The  average  per  mile  for  the  said  25  miles,  -  534  80 
The  aggregate  cost  of  the  last  33  miles,  being  from 

Monterey  to  Warm  springs,  is      -            -  -  14,810  00 

Average  per  mile  for  said  33  miles,              -  -  448  78£ 

Aggregate  amount  for  the  whole  route,         -  -  28,180  00 

Not  being  well  satisfied  with  the  location  from  Adam  Halterman's 
farm  to  Monterey,  I  bad  commenced  surveying  another  route,  but 
was  prevented  from  finishing  it  by  inclement  weather.  Being  de- 
sirous to  complete  it,  so  as  to  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  com- 
parative merits  of  both  routes,  I  have  delayed  the  report  this  long ; 
out  fearing  that  longer  delay  might  subject  the  board  to  inconve- 
nience, I  have  determined  to  forward  you  this  report  and  table  of 
estimates,  and  complete  the  survey  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits, 
and  forward  a  report  thereof,  together  with  a  map,  notes,  specifica- 
tions and  profiles  of  the  whole  survey. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  HINBR. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  SURVEY  OF  ROUTE  FROM 

MONTEREY  TO  WARM  SPRINGS. 

Pendleton  County,  Va. 
Dec.  24, 1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

In  my  communication  of  the  4th  inst.  I  informed  yon 
that  I  had  commenced  running  another  line  from  the  town  of  Monte- 
rey to  the  farm  of  Adam  Halterman  on  Streight  creek.  I  have,  since 
that  date,  completed  this  survey  and  location,  extending  it  to  station 
729  of  my  previous  location,  near  the  lower  end  of  said  Halterman's 
farm,  instead  of  connecting  it  at  the  upper  end  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
ran,  as  originally  contemplated,  and  find  the  same  to  be  36.19  four 
pole  chains  longer  than  the  location  on  the  western  side  of  Streight 
?reek.  I  commenced  this  survey  at  station  1131  of  my  prior  location 
in  Monterey,  at  the  intersection  of  Spruce  with  High  street,  (this  lat- 
ter being  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road,)  and  running  with  the 
3.  and  P.  road,  I  pursued  the  same,  giving  its  general  bearings  and 
distances,  to  a  point  near  the  44th  mile  post  thereof,  being  one  mile 
and  three-fourths  (less  three  poles.)  Thence  leaving  saia  Staunton 
and  Parkersburg  road  at  a  stake  marked  No.  1, 1  proceeded  with  the 
survey  across  Trimble's  hill  to  the  eastern  branch  of  Streight  creek, 
and  thence  down  the  said  branch  to  the  point  of  intersection  with  my 
previous  location  (at  station  729)  as  aforementioned.  This  location 
passes,  very  generally,  over  ground  of  a  good  quality  for  a  permanent 
road,  and  is,  with  slight  exceptions,  of  easy  construction,  being  mostly 
through  cleared  land  and  along  the  present  county  road  ;  consequent- 
ly, in  the  construction  of  the  road,  much  labor  and  expense  will  be 
saved,  as  well  in  the  item  of  grubbing  as  in  that  of  excavation.  This 
line  of  survey  is  represented  on  the  map  by  red  dotted  lines,  extend- 
ing from  the  point,  Monterey,  to  the  point  of  connection  at  said  sta- 
tion 729,  which  is  at  the  distance  of  17  miles  and  70  poles  from  the 
town  of  Franklin.  I  have  estimated  the  cost  of  constructing  the  first 
mile  of  this  line,  commencing  at  stake  No.  1  near  the  44th  mile  post 
)f  the  S.  and  P.  road,  at  $  480 ;  the  second  mile  thence,  at  $  300 ;  the 
-hird  mile  at  $  375  ;  the  fourth  mile  at  &  300  ;  the  fifth  mile  at  $  400, 
tad  the  sixth  mile,  less  17  poles,  at  $  300. 

By  connecting  and  running  with  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road, 
18  above  indicated,  the  construction  of  one  mile  and  23  four  pole  chains 
>f  road  less  will  be  required  than  on  the  western  line ;  and  by  refer- 
ence to  the  foregoing  estimates,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  sum  of 
U  least  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  will  be  saved  in  the 
Construction  of  the  road ;  and  should  the  road  ever  be  made  and  built 
tti  the  eastern  line,  it  would  accommodate  a  much  larger  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Highland  than  if  constructed  on  the 
other  line. 

67 
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Mix  I  be  pardoned  the  digression  here,  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
bajiefattare  will  give  this  route  (I  mean  from  Franklin  lu  Warm  spring?) 
thai  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration  demanded  in  its  behalf,  in 
new  of  tbe  (act  that  it  will  connect  with  the  various  other  improve- 
ments, which  without  it  are  isolated,  and  thereby  rendered  much  less 
valuable,  and  by  its  completing  the  great  thoroughfare  from  the  Poto- 
mac border  of  the  state  along  the  South  branch  valley  to  the  various 
watering  places  in  Western  Virginia  ?  Of  all  the  portions  of  Virginia, 
none  perhaps  has  received  so  small  a  share  of  favors,  in  the  shape  of 
internal  improvements,  as  the  one  through  which  this  route  passes; 
and  there  is  no  other  portion  wherein  improvements  of  such  character 
develop  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  enhance  the  value 
of  real  estate  so  much,  as  they  do  in  this  region,  aa  is  evidenced  by 
the  Lite  assessment  of  lands  in  the  counties  of  Bath,  Highland  anil 
Pendleton,  and  especially  in  the  county  of  Highland,  through  which 
the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road  passes,  and  where  the  benefits 
have  been  most  happily  felt  and  duly  appreciated. 

A  table  of  notes  and  spccilications,  pertaining  to  the  eastern  survey 
on  Straight  creek,  of  which  the  above  report  treats,  accompanies  this 
communication.  By  reference  to  the  notes,  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe 
said  eastern  or  lateral  survey  is  of  the  length  of  7  miles  and  220 
rods,  including  the  one  mile  and  three-quarters  (less  three  poles)  of  the 
Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HINER. 
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NORFOLK  AND  PETERSBURG  SURVEY. 
To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Public  Works,  Richmond. 

Gentlembn, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
upon  the  preliminary  surveys  for  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad, 
with  accompanying  map  and  profile.  In  a  previous  communication 
I  informed  you  of  the  organization  and  progress  of  the  party  of  en- 
gineers under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Smyth,  assistant,  and  of 
some  of  the  circumstances  which  contributed  to  prolong  the  time 
several  weeks  beyond  my  expectations.  After  an  arduous  and  tedious 
campaign  these  duties  were  brought  to  a  close  early  in  the  present 
month,  the  line  having  passed  for  several  miles  through  the  justly 
termed  Dismal  swamp,  and  nearly  the  whole  way  from  Norfolk  in 
thick  woods. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

The  survey  commences  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Wide-water 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Norfolk,  crossing  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
Elizabeth  river  at  an  angle  of  about  20  degrees  with  the  draw-bridge, 
and  about  120  degrees  with  Wide-water  street,  in  a  southerly  direc- 
tion, to  the  land  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy ;  thence  crossing  the  county 
road  from  Norfolk  to  Great  bridge  and  Princess  Anne  courthouse,  it 
proceeds  in  the  same  direction,  crossing  several  arms  of  the  southern 
Dranch  of  the  above  river  to  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  Norfolk, 
where  it  takes  a  southwesterly  direction,  conforming  to  a  bend  in  the 
southern  branch,  to  a  point  above  and  opposite  to  Gilmerton,  the 
mouth  of  the  Dismal  swamp  canal,  where  it  crosses  the  southern 
branch  and  the  canal,  in  conformity  with  a  provision  of  the  charter. 
The  distance  from  Norfolk  to  this  point  is  6  miles.  Within  this  dis- 
tance there  are  three  draws  required,  viz :  otie  at  each  of  the  branches 
of  the  Elizabeth  river  and  one  at  the  canal,  and  one  of  which  I  am 
of  opinion  might  be  dispensed  with,  viz :  the  one  across  the  southern 
branch,  for  vessels  rarely  go  above  Gilmerton  since  the  extension  of 
the  canal  to  that  place ;  and  any  produce,  lumber  or  merchandize 
aould  easily  be  passed  under  a  bridge  in  lighters  to  or  from  any  point 
ibove  without  serious  inconvenience.  Such  an  arrangement  would  be 
ittended  with  saving  to  the  railroad  company ;  for  they  would  thereby 
ye  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  building  and  of  employing  an  attend- 
mt  to  manage  a  draw,  independent  of  avoiding  the  dangers  of  acci- 
lents  which  are  always  liable  to  occur  at  such  places. 

After  crossing  the  Dismal  swamp  canal,  a  little  less  than  a  quarter 
*f  a  mile  from  the  entrance  lock,  tne  line  takes  a  more  westerly  course 
owards  Suffolk  in  Nansemond  county,  another  point  in  the  charter,  a 
li stance  of  16  miles,  making  the  entire  distance  from  Norfolk  nearly 
H  miles,  which,  compared  with  the  distance  from  Suffolk  to  Norfolk, 
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"\d  Roanoke  railroad  of  1SJ  miles,  is  a  loss  of  2j  miles, 

it  a  secondary  thought,  taking  into  consideration  the 

■iiion  of  Norfolk  and  the  advantages  which  it  is  believed 

lOlhat  city  by  this  direct  communication  of  her  wharfs  and 

ses  with  the  avenues  to  the  Western  trade.     The  line  from 

:o  Suffolk  is  quite  favorable,  lying  for  the  most  part  upon  level 

great  portion  of  it  through  the  swamp,  the  greatest 

.cb,  along  the  line  of  survey,  is  about  twenty-two  feet 

which  will  afford  sufficient  drainage  to  keep  the  road- 

/  dry.     The  Dismal  swamp  is  composed  entirely  of  ve- 

■  to,  as  nearly  as  I  could  ascertain,  an  average  depth  of 

I  in  somft  places  upon  beds  of  while  sand,  and  at  others 

the  line,  crossing  the         board  and  Roanoke   railroad 
akes  a  northwest         lirection  towards  Petersburg, 
will  compare  .        -ably  with  any  other  road  in 
of  directness.  a  comparison  in  this  respect, 

see  taole  marsed  B.     Smith  creek,  one  ol  the  head  branches  of 
rVansemond,  is  crossed  at  a  very  favorable  point  for  a  bridge, 
it  one  mile  from  the  depot,  and  Cahoone's  creek,  the  other  head 
le  same  river,  is  quite  as  favorably  crossed  about  two  miles  from 
,me  point.     After  leaving  this  creek  the  line  proceeds  in  a  re- 
ibly  direct  course,  crossing  one  of  the  head  streams  of  the  wes- 
,  Dranch  of  Nansemond  river,  at  Phillips'  mill  pond;  crossing  the 
Itai  ridge   between   Blackwater  and  Nansemond  rivers,  it  diverges 
slightly  to  the  north  to  cross  the  Blackwater  river,  at  a  point  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  Broadwater  bridge,  between  Isle  of 
Wight  and  Southampton  counties.     After  crossing  this  stream,  we 
ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Black- 
water  and  Nottoway  rivers,  passing  through  the  Urqubarts'  estates, 
keeping  the  northern  slopes  of  the  ridge,  cutting  off  a  small  angle  of 
Sorry  county ;  thence  across  Coppcrhong  swamp,  a  tributary  of  Black- 
water,  at  Owens'  grove  church  ;  thence  across  Warrick  swamp,  also 
a  tributary  of  Blackwater,  over  an  undulating  country,  to  Second 
swamp,  one  of  the  leading  streams;  thence  to  the  main  stream,  which 
it  crosses  near  the  bridge  on  the  county  road  to  Prince  George  C  H-J 
therm:  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  between  Blackwater  and  the  Appo- 
mattox, near  the  residence  of  Col.  Avery.     Here  the  line  takes  down 
the  slopes  of  Taylor's  branch  to  a  point  on  the  City  Point  or  Appo- 
mattox railroad,  about  one    mile  from  its  depot,  following  parallel  to 
this  road,  passing  north  of  the  depot  to  a  junction  with  the  Southside 
raihoad  at  the  cross  street  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets  of  the 
City  of  Petersburg,  a  distance  of  79.15  miles  from  the  toll-house  in 
Norfolk. 

The  maximum  grade  is  taken  at  40  feet  per  mile,  and  this  occurs 
in  but  a  single  instance,  viz :  on  the  last  3£  miles,  getting  down  to  the 
grade  of  the  Southside  railroad  in  Petersburg.  It  is  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  it  docs  occur  just  where  it  does,  at  the  terminus;  for  if 
a  keavy  trade  requires  it,  the  power  can  be  doubled  for  these  3  J  miles, 
and  the  additional  distance  be  worked  by  one  locomotive.     With  re- 
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gard  to  curvature,  no  radius  of  less  than  2500  feet  will  be  required, 
except,  perhaps,  on  the  3£  miles  above  referred  to. 

In  projecting  the  line  between  Norfolk  and  Petersburg,  I  have  been 

¥>vernea  almost  entirely  by  the  important  principle  of  saving  distance. 
he  country  generally  being  of  so  uniform  a  character,  a  bold  line 
was  deemed  the  best,  and  perhaps  may  prove  the  most  economical  in 
the  end.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  embankments  once  made  and 
cuts  once  opened,  exhibit,  ever  afterwards,  but  a  small  item  in  the 
annual  bills  for  repairs,  while  the  materials  of  which  the  superstruc- 
ture is  composed  are  subject  to  decay  and  wear,  and  consequently 
to  frequent  renewals  and  repairs ;  therefore  against  every  additional 
foot  in  distance  there  are  these  usual  annual  charges.  Prof.  Gillespie, 
in  his  valuable  manual,  estimates  the  value  of  a  foot  saved  in  distance 
at  $  12 ;  upon  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroads  this  value  is  taken 
at  $  10,  whilst  upon  some  of  our  own  roads  this  value  is  taken  as  low 
as  $  3.  This  value  however  is  a  variable  quantity,  depending  upon 
the  cost  per  mile  run.  "On  these  grounds,  a  short  route  which  has 
the  fault  of  steep  grades  and  curves  of  small  radius,  may  profitably 
receive  an  outlay  of  capital  upon  it,  for  the  purpose  oflessening  these 
defects,  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  the  difference  of  distance  between 
it  and  a  longer  line  which  has  better  grades  and  curves." — (Gillespie, 
p.  271.) 

But  as  the  value  of  all  routes  depends  upon  elements  other  than 
their  first  cost,  viz :  indirectness  arising  from  increased  curvature  and 
unevenness  from  increased  grades,  I  have  estimated  the  value  of  the 
present  route  with  reference  to  these  elements,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  compared  in  these  respects  with  any  subsequent  explorations,  with 
a  view  to  a  line  of  cheaper  construction.     See  table  marked  A. 

In  making  up  the  following  abstract  of  average  cost  per  mile,  the 
rail  has  been  estimated  at  $  45  per  ton  of  2,240  lbs.,  about  five  per 
cent,  above  the  present  market  price,  to  be  of  the  V  pattern,  weigh- 
ing 61  lbs.  per  yard — the  superstructure  and  character  of  the  road 
to  be  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  the  Southside  railroad.  From 
the  scarcity  of  stone  along  the  line,  this  item  of  cost  may  have  to  be 
dispensed  with  in  the  construction,  substituting  wood  and  brick  in- 
stead. 

The  average  per  mile  is  as  follows : 

Graduation,         ....  3,229  31 

Wooden  bridging,  ...  1,200  25 

Railroad  track,  ...  5,000  00 

Masonry,  ....  1,516  10 

Total,  -  -  -  $10,945  66 

And  for  the  distance  of  79.15  miles,  gives  $  866,350. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  allude  to  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad  in  its  connection  with  the 
Southside  railroad,  and  of  its  important  bearing  upon  the  railway 
economy  of  the  whole  country.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  United 
States  will  exhibit  it  as  a  most  essential  link  in  the  great  chain  of  inter- 
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communication  between  the  East  and  the  West,  which  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  in  connection  with  Tennessee  and  other  southern 
and  western  states,  has  projected.  As  it  is  an  established  principle, 
that  whenever  the  facilities  lor  travel  and  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise are  increased,  the  travel  and  transportation  increase  in  an 
almost  incredible  ratio — what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  comple- 
tion of  this  great  central  line  from  Memphis  to  Norfolk,  the  entire  extent 
of  which  is  now  in  process  of  construction,  with  the  exception  of  the 
piece  under  consideration.  When  wc  consider  the  rapid  increase  of 
wealth  and  population  in  the  southwestern  states,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  the  human  mind  to  estimate  the  amount  of  trade  and  travel 
which  must  eventually  pass  through  this  south  side  of  Virginia  to  the 
sea  board.  With  this  increased  facility,  affording  the  seller  the 
choice  of  markets  between  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Savannah,  Charles- 
ton, Norfolk,  Alexandria,  Baltimore,  and  I  may  add  New  York,  mil- 
lions of  acres  which,  covered  with  the  primeval  forest,  now  lie  idle, 
will  team  with  the  cereal  grains ;  streams  which,  now  unfettered  and 
free,  seek  an  ocean  home,  will  mingle  with  their  joyful  noise  the  din 
of  the  anvil,  the  spindle  and  the  lathe ;  the  tide  of  emigration  will  in- 
crease, and  the  whole  Southwest  become  a  wealthy,  happy  and  a 
busy  people.  And  from  the  peculiarly  favored  position  of  Norfolk, 
combining  at  once  the  climates  of  a  Southern,  a  Middle  and  a  West- 
ern state,  with  the  mountain  passes  never  obstructed  by  snow  and  ice, 
nor  yet  of  a  temperature  sufficiently  warm  as  to  endanger  the  trans* 
portation  and  storage  of  the  perishable  breadstufFs,*  the  nearest  point 
Dy  hundreds  of  miles  from  toe  centre  of  the  great  Mississippi  Valley 
to  the  Atlantic  ocean — she  must  inevitably  become  the  great  grain 
market  of  America,  the  great  commercial  emporium  for  the  whole 
South  and  West,  provided  this  scheme,  with  its  collateral  branches, 
second  to  none  in  the  world  in  grandeur  of  design,  in  magnitude  and 
importance,  involving  the  prosperity,  the  happiness  and  the  unanim- 
ity of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  country,  and  not  without  its  influence 
in  binding  indissolubly  together  the  conflicting  interests  of  our  beloved 
Union,  be  favored  with  a  liberality  and  zeal  which  shall  ensure  their 
immediate  completion. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  H.  CAMPBELL,  P.  E. 

Petersburg,  Dec.  17th,  1851. 

*  Assuming  Norfolk  a§  a  given  point  upon  the  coast,  and  let  there  be  drawn  direct  lb* 
from  the  capital  or  centre  of  each  state  to  it,  the  average  of  all  these  distances  will  be  fossi 
greatly  in  favor  of  Norfolk  when  compared  with  other  points,  say  New  York  or  San* 
nah,  upon  the  coast  The  want  of  time  and  a  suitable  map  prevents  me  from  preseoMf 
this  important  fact  in  the4  more  satisfactory  form  of  actual  calculation  at  present 
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[B.] 
Skewing  the  Excess  of  Railway  Distance  over  a  Straight  Line  joining  the  Termini. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  Wheeling,  Va., 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail- 
road, -  -  -  - 
Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  to  Gordonsville, 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad  to  Petersburg, 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad  from  Suffolk  to 
Petersburg,                - - - 


8traight  Line. 


220  miles. 

58  " 
70  « 
68.5  " 

56  miles. 


IUHwty  Line. 


388     miles. 

76A  " 
89}  " 
79.15  " 

58  miles. 
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centum. 
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18       " 
15J     " 
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c  survey  for  a  canal  from  Pagn 
Ay  of  Isle  of  Wight,  and  hero- 
gj  pd  the    am9,  together  Within 


fL-.-pf.;etfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  GILL. 


tHa  of  Virginia. 


i  .*i»"»  ,0  i"our  instructions,  I  have  examined  the 

^sci  .-anal  from  Pagan  creek  to  Blackwater  river  ia 

'  '""-''Ilfii  VTirfiti  a"d  respectfully  communicate  the  result 

'"-Hiuik  owf  i*J  estimate : 

-    l4**"?^A"ie-scnption,  the  line  is  divided  into  three  sub- 

t  -■"'^TtT  -vaKvti^ly  lne  eastern,  middle  and  western  divi- 

*vf^t  ^*t^3  isvribe  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named. 

^■»jtjt  -  j^j^o  U2|8  miles  in  length,  and  embraces  61.50  feet 

-Sfc^jw**    j^peoceS  at  Tidewater  in  Old  Courthouse  creek, 

-*«*;'|8*       ^j  4  half  above  the  town  of  SmithBeld,  and  pursues 

.**;   •*  -    .  .j^.  ^vk  (which  will  require  deepening)  31  chains  to 

% .  ~m>'**  ^_;  :<  .^.w  traced  along  the  southern  side  of  the  valley 

v*. ^*  ■*    .,  ^3$  w  lock  No.  2,  from  which  it  is  placed  alongthe 

*  ''""SluU  **' lhen  asccnds  bv iock  No- 3* ,o  the  p°°1  °f  W1*1- 

.  s-9*  -'  -  .^^  jjung  the  southern  margin  of  which  a  towing  path 
^V*^*-\>  jfcKkwaier  adopted  for  a  distance  of  1  mile  and  8 
-  '.v*".*\  "V^v  4.  The  line  then  pursues  the  valley  of  the  creek 
****M  '*Li  So.  5>  at  Daniel's  mill  dam,  the  pool  of  which  fur- 
«j***'  J ^,5^'  for  13  chains,  at  the  termination  of  which  lock  No. 
■a**"*^    j^.  line  is  then  traced  along  a  ravine  21  chains,  and 

•  A*r-w'*v4s  Nos.  7  and  8,  to  the  summit  level  near  the  residence 

^-**^£^P.Bipley. 

"**  -SlWJrrisioP  commences  at  the  point  last  mentioned  and 
J5LU!^a  Tbomw'  mil  dam.    It  is  4ff  miles  in  length,  and  cor- 
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responds  with  the  summit  level  of  the  canal,  and  occupies  the  plane 
or  pocoson  constituting  the  dividing  ground  between  the  waters  of  Pa- 
gan creek  and  Rattlesnake  swamp.  Its  eastern  half  embraces  a  deep 
cut  through  tough  clay,  having  an  average  depth  of  22  feet  and  34} 
feet  at  its  maximum  elevation.  The  remaining  half  will  be  slack  wa- 
ter, intended  to  be  created  by  raising  the  pool  of  Thomas'  mill  pond 
13  feet  above  its  present  surface. 

In  connection  with  this  division  there  is  a  navigable  feeder  extend- 
ing from  the  vicinity  of  Thomas9  mill  dam  along  the  eastern  side  of 
the  valley  of  Mill  swamp,  5  miles  and  15  chains,  to  Gray's  mill  dam, 
at  which  point  a  lock  ot  6  feet  lift  is  to  be  located,  and '  the  pond  of 
the  dam  raised  12  feet,  which  will  cause  it  to  flow  back  about  6  miles 
and  a  half,  and  not  only  furnish  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the 
canal,  but  a  navigable  communication  extending  into  the  vicinity  of 
Surry  courthouse. 

The  western  division  extends  down  the  valley  of  Rattlesnake 
swamp,  from  Thomas*  mill  dam  to  Blackwater  river,  and  is  5££  miles 
in  length,  and  has  40  feet  of  lockage. 

From  Thomas'  mill  dam  the  line  descends  by  locks  Nos.  9,  10  and 
11,  in  10  chains  into  the  valley  of  Rattlesnake  swamp ;  it  is  then 
traced  along  the  southern  margin  of  the  swamp  2  miles  and  12  chains 
to  lock  No.  12,  from  which  it  is  continued  along  the  base  of  the  rising 
ground  bordering  on  the  swamp  1  mile  and  42  chains  to  lock  No.  13 ; 
it  is  then  traced  1  mile  and  54  chains  to  lock  No.  14,  at  the  junction 
of  Rattlesnake  swamp  and  Blackwater  river. 

SUPPLY   OF    WATER. 

The  natural  flow  of  water  on  the  summit  being  inadequate  to  sup- 
ply the  canal,  without  depressing  the  level  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
incur  an  immense  expense,  it  became  necessary  to  resort  to  a  feeder. 
For  this  purpose  a  line  was  examined  11  miles  up  Blackwater  river  to 
Wall's  bridge,  at  which  point  its  water  was  found  to  be  but  36  feet 
above  low  tide,  and  the  feeder  from  that  source  was  abandoned. 

The  valley  of  Mill  swamp  was  then  examined  with  a  view  to  the 
construction  of  a  large  reservoir,  and  a  site  for  a  mound  located  at 
Gray's  mill  dam ;  the  mound  will  be  about  26  feet  in  height  at  its 
greatest  elevation,  and  the  reservoir  will  inundate  1000  acres  of  land, 
about  one-third  of  which  is  now  flooded  by  the  water  of  Gray's  mill 
pond. 

The  surface  of,  the  water  in  the  reservoir  is  designed  to  be  6  feet 
above  that  of  the  water  in  the  summit  level ;  and  the  reservoir  when 
foil  is  estimated  to  contain  217,800,000  cubic  feet  of  available  water. 
It  is  designed  also  to  raise  the  water  in  the  summit  level  one  foot,  and 
thereby  create  a  reservoir  of  that  depth,  with  an  area  (including 
Thomas'  pond)  of  300  acres,  which  would  contain  13,068,000  cubic 
feet  of  water,  which  added  to  the  Mill  swamp  reservoir,  would  furnish 
an  available  supply  of  230,868,000  cubic  feet  of  water.  From  the 
most  authentic  information  that  could  be  obtained,  without  resorting  to 
an  actual  survey,  it  is  premised  that  the  reservoir  will  receive  the 
drainage  of  at  least  70  square  miles  of  country. 
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quantity  of  rain  which  fell  at  Philadelphia  during  the 
i.u  j    us  is  39.60  inched  per  annum,  as  appears  by  the  ao* 
_e.        In  the  Shaw's  water  works  in  Scotland  they  have  been 
their  reservoirs  from  the  drainage  of  about  5J  square 
284,678,550  cubic  feet  of  water  per  annum,  or  over 
v,         _      he  annual  rain  that  falls  on  that  surface." 
...i  the  oDservations  made  on  the  Cbenaugo  canal  in  New  York  by 
Jervis,  three-fifths  of  the  whole  rain  were  lost  by  evaporation  and 
rption  before  reaching  the  main  water  courses."     But  assuming 
12  inches  in  depth  only  can  be  obtained,  the  annual  flow  of  water 
:  reservoir  will  be  1,951,4S8,000  cubic  feet,  or  nearly  sufficient 
.^  nine  times  in  a  year. 
u.iw  becomes  necessary  to  enquire  into  the  quantity  of  water  that 
i  required  to  supply  the  canal. 

m  experiments  made  on  the  Erie  canal,  it  was  ascertained  that 
iter  consumed  by  the  canal  in  evaporation,  absorption  and 
as,  amounted  to  100  cubic  feet  per  mile  per  minute.  This  mea- 
~.nent  was  made  the  first  season  that  the  water  was  admitted  into 
canal.  Subsequent  experiments  proved  that  after  the  canal  had 
in  operation  two  or  three  years,  the  banks  having  settled,  the 
imption  was  reduced  nearly  one-half. 

am  an  average  of  several  canals  in  France,  the  quantity  of  water 

red  per  mile  per  minute  was  not  quite  47  cubic  feet. 

~  .  jm  an  examination  of  the  Ohio  canal,  made  in  1834  by  H.  Hage, 

civil  engineer,  and  myself,  we  found  that  1,329  cubic  feet  of  water  per 

minute  supplied  30  miles  of  that  canal,  being  44,30  cubic  feet  per 

mile  per  minute. 

From  an  experiment  on  the  Erie  canal  some  years  after  its  comple- 
tion, it  was  found  that  5,400  cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  supplied 
123  miles  of  canal,  including  126  feet  lockage.  This  is  equivalent  to 
46  cubic  feet  per  mile  per  minute. 

I  will  take  a  greater  allowance  than  cither  of  these,  and  say  60  cu- 
bic feet  per  mile  per  minute  will  be  required,  and  compare  the  avail- 
able quantity  with  that  required.  There  are  10J  miles  of  canal  and 
feeder  which  will  require  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  reservoir, 
which  at  60  cubic  feet  per  mile  per  minute  will  require  331,128,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  per  annum,  to  meet  which  the  reservoirs  will  con- 
tain, when  full,  230,868,000  cubic  feet,  being  sufficient  to  last  for  a 
period  of  eight  months,  and  have  sufficient  drainage  to  admit  of  being 
filled  nearly  nine  limes  a  year. 

These  calculations  are  made  upon  practical  grounds,  and  the  result 
justifies  the  conclusion  that  an  abundant  supply  of  water  can  he  fur- 
nished without  resorting  to  as  large  a  reservoir  as  the  one  examined. 
It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  plan  proposed  for  supplying  the 
canal  with  water  is  neither  experimental  nor  novel.  In  England  and 
France  many  of  their  canals  are  supplied  in  a  similar  manner,  andin 
the  United  States  the  summits  of  the  Ohio  state  canal,  the  Sandy  and 
Beaver  canal,  the  Union  canal  and  several  others,  have  no  other  means 
of  supply. 

In  the  year  183S,  B.  Aycrigg,  Esq.,  civil  engineer,  addressed  acir- 
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cular  to  thirteen  eminent  engineers,  requesting  their  opinions  relative 
to  supplying  14  miles  of  a  proposed  canal  from  the  west  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna  to  the  Alleghany  river  with  water  by  a  reservoir 
which  would  receive  the  drainage  of  80  square  miles  of  country. 
The  opinion  of  each  was  furnished  in  detail,  and  Justified  the  adop- 
tion or  the  method  proposed.  (See  Pub.  Doc.  Kfouse  Rep.  Penn., 
1839.) 

ESTIMATE. 

The  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  canal  is  made  on  the  presumptiofi 
that  it  will  be  3  feet  deep,  12  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and  21  at  the  sur- 
face of  the  water ;  that  the  locks  will  be  70  feet  long  between  the  gates 
and  11  feet  wide,  and  constructed  of  heart  pine  timber  lined  with 
plank,  and  that  the  culverts  will  be  constructed  of  cypress  timber. 

The  entire  length  of  the  canal  is  13}  miles;  the  lockage  101} 
feet,  and  the  aggregate  estimated  cost,  exclusive  of  land  damages, 
$  300,000,  or  $  22,641  50  per  mile. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  H.  GILL,  Civil  Engineer. 

Richmond,  September  1851. 
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of  Ram  that  fill  at  Philadelphia  during  tht  follotomg  jw»; 

7 


32.65 
34.96 
39.30 
35.63 
43.13 
34.66 
27.94 


29.86 
41.81 
38.74 
29.57 
35.14 
38.50 
37.97 
41.85 
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Estimate  of  the  Cost  of  the  Proposed  Canal  fmm  Pagan  Crttk  to  BlmheaUr 

Hxver* 


4th  Level— 1  mile  and  8  chains  long : 

The  refluent  water  in  Wilson's  mill  pond,  as  far  as 
its  head,  will  be  need  for  the  navigation  of  this  le- 
vel, and  a  towing  path  to  be  constructed  around  its 
sinuosities :  a  abort  canal  from  the  head  of  the  pond 
in  the  valley  of  the  creek  carries  it  to  its  termina- 
tion. 

Grubbing  and  clearing,        ...  450  00 
87,860  cubic  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  10  eta.  per  cubic  yard,                      •                  -  3,786  90 

Lock  No.  4,  8.75  feet  lift,  at  a)  500  per  foot  lift,        -  4,375  00 

5th  Level — 10  chains  long: 

Is  in  the  valley  of  the  creek  near  Daniel's  mnl,  and 
connects  locks  Nob.  4  and  5. 

9060  cubic  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  10  eta.  per  cub.  yard,    -  306  00 

Road  bridge  over  tail  of  lock,                -  90  00 

Lock  No.  5,  8.75  feet  lift,  at  a)  500  per  foot  lift,         -  4,375  00 

6th  Level— 13  chains  long : 

Commences  at  Daniel's  miD  dam,  and  terminates  at 
the  head  of  his  pond,  which  will  be  used  for  the 
navigation:  a  towing  path  similar  to  the  one  pro- 
Posed  on  Wilson's  pond  to  be  constructed  on  its 
banki. 


4,318  00 


Eastkrh  Division. — Ltngtk  two  mtisa  and  $kOf+in$  aftaaaf. 

let  Level— 31  chains  long: 

b  located  in  the  bed  of  old  Courthouse  creek,  which 
will  have  to  be  excavated  to  a  depth  of  from  1  to  2 
met,  to  render  it  navigable  at  low  tide. 

9840  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  90  cts.  per  cu- 
bic yard,         -  -  -  448  00 
Lock  No.  1,  6.50  feet  lift,  at  f  600  per  foot  lift,         -     3,900  00 

2d  Level— 61  chains  long : 

WiU  be  composed  of  embankment  thrown  up  on  the 
marsh  near  the  hill  side  of  the  valley  of  old  Court- 
house creek. 

28,730  cub.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  10  eta.  per  cubic  yd.     •  -  -     2,873  00 

Lock  No.  2,  7.75  feet  lift,  at  a)  500  per  foot  lift,         -     3,875  00 

3d  Level— 5  chains  long : 

Is  near  Wilson's  mill,  situated  between  locks  Nos. 
2  and  3. 

4040  cubic  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  eta.  per  cubic  yard,      ...  404  00 

Road  bridge  over  tail  of  lock,                .  20  00 

Lock  No.  3,  7.75  feet  lift,  at  a)  500  per  foot  lilt        -  3,875  00 


6,748  00 


4,290  00 


8,611  00 


4,701  00 
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Grabbing  and  clearing,  65  00 
7900  cub.  yd*,  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  eta.  per  eub.  yard,       ...  730  00 

Lock  No.  6,  7  feet  lift,  at  $500  per  foot  lift,             -  3,500  00 

7th  Level— 14  chains  long : 

la  located  in  the  valley  of  a  branch  which  empties 
into  Daniel's  mill  pond,  and  will  be  easily  con- 
structed. * 

Grabbing  and  clearing,                           -                  -  70  00 
4745  cub.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  cts.  per  cub.  yd.                              -                  -  474  50 

Lock  No.  7,  7  feet  lift,                           -                  -  3,500  00 

8th  Level — 7  chains  long : 

la  similar  in  all  respects  to  No.  7. 

Grubbing  and  clearing,        «                  -  35  00 
8100  cnb.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  cts.  per  cubic  yard,      ...  210  00 

Lock  No.  8,  8  feet  lift,  at  $500  per  foot  lift,             -  4,000  00 


4£96  00 


4444  50 


4,245  00 

$41,291  a 


Middlx  Division — Length  fomr  wnUs  ami  $evc*tf4knt 

This  the  summit  level  commences  near  T.  P.  Rip- 
lev's  house  and  extends  as  far  as  J  no.  E.  Thomas' 
mill :  the  first  24  miles  consist  principally  of  deep 
earth  catting  (maximum  34|  feet)  in  crossing  the 
pocoson,  which  separates  the  waters  of  James  and 
Blackwater  rivers  at  this  point:  the  remainder  of 
the  level  will  be  slack  water  navigation  in  Thomas'' 
mill  pond,  which  can  be  obtained  by  elevating  it  13 
feet  above  its  present  surface. 

Grabbing  and  clearing,                                             -  2£00  00 
569,100  cab.  yds.  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts.  per  cu- 
bic yard,         -                  -                                    -142,275  00 

31,700  cub.  yds.  embankment,  at  15  cts.  per  cub.  yd.  4,755  00 
53,800        "    earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  cts.  per  cub.  yd.                             -                  -  5,380  00 

3  road  bridges,  350  00 


156,560  00 


Feeder— Length  5  miles  15  chains: 

Commences  at  a  point  near  Gray's  mill,  and  follows 
the  left  bank  or  the  valley  of  Mill  swamp  ran,  for 
three  and  one  quarter  miles;  then  crosses  the  ridge 
lying  between  Mill  swamp  and  Jones'  swamp;  and 
after  crossing  the  latter,  pursues  a  route  on  its  left 
aide,  until  it  reaches  within  a  short  distance  of 
Thomas'  mill,  and  then  connects  with  the  mill  pond 
at  that  point 

Grubbing  and  clearing,       ...  1,575  00 
76,916  cud.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  10  cts.  per  eub.  yd.                         -                 -  7,521  60 

07.500  eub.  yds.  embankment,  at  15  cts.  per  cub.  yd.  4,125  00 

107,100        <<           "               at  20  cts.        "        "  25,420  00 

0  culverts,          ....  1,000  00 

4  road  bridges,                                      •  100  00 

Feeding  pipes,                     •                 •  600  00 

l*«k  6  feet  lift  at  dam,  at  f  600  per  foot  lift,            -  3,000  00 


43^41  60 
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8,380  40 


4,222  40 


Wzstzrm   Division — Lcmgtk  Jive  ntSU$  tkwty+igkt  ckmmu. 

10th  Level— 6  chains  long : 

It  near  Thomas's  mill  and  connects  locks  Nos.  9 
and  10. 

3604  cnb.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  cts.  per  cubic  yard,      ...  360  40 

Road  bridge  oyer  tail  of  lock,                                   -  20  00 

Lock  No.  9,  8  feet  lift,  at  $  600  per  foot  lift,             -  4,000  00 

Lock  No.  10, 8    "           "           "        "                   -  4,000  00 

11th  Level— 6  chains  long: 

It  similar  to  the  10th,  and  connects  locks  Nos.  10 
and  11. 

2224  cnb.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment,  at 

10  cts.  per  cubic  yard,       -  .  -       222  40 

Lock  No.  11,  8  feet  lift,  at  $  500  per  foot  lift,  -     4,000  00 

12th  Level — 2  miles  12  chains  long : 

Is  located  principally  in  Rattlesnake  swamp,  which 
is  covered  with  a  growth  of  very  heavy  timber, 
consisting  of  cypress,  elm,  Ac. :  tic  excavation  is 
not  deep,  but  will  be  attended  with  some  difficulty 
on  account  of  the  abundance  of  cypress  roots,  Ac. 

Grabbing  and  clearing,        -  800  00 
34,100  cab.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  20  cts.  per  cubic  yard,                     -                  •  6,620  00 

1  road  bridge,                       -                  -  50  00 

1  culvert,            -                  -                  -  250  00 

Lock  No.  12,  5  feet  lift,  at  $  500  per  foot  lift,  2,500  00 

13th  Level — 1  mile  and  42  chains  long : 

Is  also  located  principally  in  Rattlesnake  swamp, 
which  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  described  m 
No.  12. 

Grubbing  and  clearing,        ...  615  00 
39,500  cub.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  15  cts.  per  cubic  yard,                     -                  -  4,425  00 

1  culvert,            -  250  00 

Lock  No.  13,  5  feet  lift,  at  $  500  per  foot  lift,           -  2,500  00 

• 

14th  Level — 1  mile  and  54  chains  long : 

Is  located  in  Rattlesnake  swamp,  and  terminates  at 
Blackwater  river,  the  western  end  of  the  proposed 
canal :  the  character  of  the  soil,  <fcc.  is  similar  to 
the  description  given  in  No.  12. 

Grubbing  and  clearing,        ...  670  00 
24,280  cub.  yds.  earth  excavation  and  embankment, 

at  20  cts.  per  cubic  yard,                     -                  -  4,856  00 

I  culvert,            -                   -                  -  250  00 

I  road  bridge,                      -  50  00 

Lock  No.  14, 6  feet  lift,  at  $  600  per  foot  lift,          -  3,600  00 


10,420  00 


7,790  00 


9,426  00 

40,238  80 

280,431  90 
Add  for  engineering,  &c.         ...        19,568  10 

Total  estimated  cost,  ...    $300,00000 
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REPORT  ON  THE  HAP  OF  VIRGINIA: 

Yakcbt-b  Milm,  Nor.  SS,  X8S1,  ., 

IW  tie  Pretfotf  «W  ZKnxton 

tf  d*  Board  of  PvMic  Worh. 


I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  during  the  prefcM 
year  all  tbe  locations,  surveys  and  county  maps  that  could  oe  ob- 
tained have  been  reduced  to  the  scale  of  the  large  state  man,  (five 
Miles  to  one  inch,)  and  tbe  errors,  arising  from  variations  of  the  com- 
pass and  tbe  curvature  of  the  earth,  corrected  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  Alexandria  and  Orange  railroad  and  Manassa's  gap  railroad,  very 
lately  located,  are  among  the  surveys  added :  the  map  of  the  Balli- 
More  and  Ohio  railroad  line,  embracing  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
northwest,  bas  just  been  received,  and  will  materially  improve  thai 
section  of  tbe  map.  The  plans  of  several  -works  now  in  progress 
have  not  yet  reached  the  office :  among  them  are  the  Virginia  andTfos* 
Mtsee  railroad  and  the  Southside  railroad  location. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  acquisitions  is  tbe  coast  sor^,  ;v/HdnTi(li 
have  been  politely  allowed  to  take  a  copy  of  at  Washington,  by  l&e 
department,  so  far  as  it  has  progressed  in  Virginia.  This  plan  will 
(onn  an  important  basis  for  the  rectification  of  other  surveys,  and  sup- 
plies a  great  deficiency  in  the  old  map,  where,  as  will  be  noticed,  the 
seaboard  was  excessively  inaccurate. 

All  that  could  be  done  with  the  present  data  in  our  possession  has 
been  done.  It  being  impossible  to  correct  the  old  map,  even  if  the 
eo-pper  plates  could  be  recovered,  it  has  been  deemed  indispensable  to 
prepare-  an  entirely  new  work.  Accordingly,  nine  new  sheets,  of  tbe 
si«-  of  those  which  compose  the  old  map,  have  been  prepared  and 
fixed  on  as  many  dry,  carefully  made  drawing  boards  of  sound  ma- 
he^-any,  so  that  they  may  be  safely  preserved.  On  these  sheets  the 
mvesjiary  lines  of  longitude  and  latitude  have  been  laid,  according  to 
Flamstead's  projection,  and  such  points  located  about  which  no  doubt 
exists. 

I' iitortunalrly,  however,  much  difficulty  is  here  experienced.  Few 
of  the  surveys  or  locations  agree  ;  and  the  same  point,  in  many  cases, 
is  fiwl  by  several  surveys  in  as  many  different  positions,  varying,  not 
vnt'i\>jue(illv,  us  much  ns  ten  or  fifteen  miles — as  for  example,  the 
:tK-u!h  of  Oauley  river,  (falls  of  Kanawha)  which  is  given  by  four 
Mitv'ts,  wtiieh  all  disagree.  To  reconcile  these  perplexing discrepan- 
,ies  .»:ivl  discriminate  between  error  and  Correctness,  is  impossible 
v>ittks:(  ■iv'UK'  additional  certain  light.  The  only  practicable  and  re- 
taKe  tK\ia*.  Es  the  addition  of  some  astronomical  observations.  A 
:i«;:iS-j  .•:  -;i\.iriablt'  points,  such  as  can  be  easily  recorded  and  here- 
iili  i  ^w^'u/.ed.  will  atlord  a  check  to  the  propagation  of  error  from 
**»>ve>  ivMJiwy,  and  will  confine  mistakes  at  least  to  narrow  limits. 
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According  to  your  instructions  on  this  subject,  I  have  appointed 
Capt  A.  Talcott,  who  is  provided  with  proper  instruments  and  who 
has  had  large  experience  in  astronomical  observations,  to  obtain  some 
of  the  most  important  points  in  the  state.  The  starting  point  in  the 
United  States  being  Washington  city,  whose  position  is  as  yet  not 
perfectly  settled,  he  directed  his  attention  to  obtaining  the  best  con- 
clusion on  the  subject,  and  has  given  what  appears  to  be  the  most 
correct  longitude  of  that  place. 

The  following  are  the  points  the  position  of  which  he  has,  so  far, 
furnished  to  the  office : 


m 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Washington  City, 

38°  63'  20" 

77°    07     0" 

Richmond,               ... 

m 

37    32    17 

77    25    22.5 

Winchester, 

- 

39    11    14 

78     8   m 

Herrifonbnrg,         ... 
Amelia  C.  H.,      ) 

. 

38    26    39 

78    49    39 

37    20    41 

BurkeeriHe,          >On  the  Danville  railroad, 

• 

37    11      4 

GrabhOl  Church,  ) 

37    28    46 

It  is,  however,  farther  west  that  points  are  most  needed.  Staun- 
ton,«the  top  of  the  Warm  springs  mountain,  the  White  Sulphur  spring, 
Covington,  the  mouth  ot  Gauley,  of  the  Kanawha,  Parkersburg, 
Weston,  Abingdon,  &c.  In  one  word,  such  points  as  will  rectify  er- 
rors in  a  whole  extent  of  country  but  imperfectly  surveyed  as  yet 

In  order  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of  the  difficulty  now  experienced 
with  the  old  map — that  of  not  being  able  to  make  use  of  correct 
parts,  seeing  the  impossibility  {for  want  of  proper  records)  of  dis- 
criminating between  them,  at  this  day,  and  those  features  which  have 
been  introduced  by  mere  guess — I  have  adopted  the  plan  I  had  once 
the  honor  to  suggest  to  your  board*  On  the  nine  sheets  already  men- 
tioned, I  purpose  laying  down  only  what  is  known  to  be  undoubtedly 
correct,  and  to  continue  to  do  so  from  time  to  time,  the  sheets  being 
carefully  preserved.  Thus  there  will  be  a  perfect  reliance  hereafter 
on  this  part  of  the  work,  and  a  renewal  of  the  same  uncertainty  and 
expense  will  be  avoided  in  future. 

As  regards  the  reduced  surveys,  they  had  better  be  kept  loose  as 
they  are,  to  be  laid  down  on  the  sheets  only  when  their  perfect  accu- 
racy has  been  established.  And  whenever  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  legislature  to  direct  the  engraving  of  a  map,  with  such  data  as 
we  possess,  then,  and  then  only,  I  would  advise  the  filling  up  of  the 
skeleton  sheets  from  the  less  reliable  documents.  To  do  it  sooner 
might  produce  the  necessity  of  erasures  and  changes  which  would  de- 
face and  injure  the  work.  By  this  means,  in  the  process  of  time,  the 
map  will  be  gradually  improved,  and  ultimately  a  correct  creditable 
work  will  be  produced. 

The  most  ungrateful  task  is  the  arrangement  of  the  counties.  Many 
of  them  have  never  been  surveyed,  and  few,  at  any  rate,  are  suffi- 
ciently correct  to  be  adjusted  together.  Not  only  the  boundaries  of 
adjacent  counties  do  not  coincide,  but,  in  a  great  many  instances, 
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they  differ  ao  widely  that  no  one  would  recognize  them  as  meant  far 
the  tame  line  of  division.  I  was  greatly  perplexed  by  this  circum- 
stance in  preparing  my  small  improvements  map ;  hot  it  was  there 
only  a  very  secondary  object ;  hero,  however,  toe  matter  possesses 
more  importance,  and  it  is  desirable  that,  at  any  rate,  the  boundaries 
located  along  natural  topographical  features  should  be  correctly  given ; 
in  other  cases  the  map  prepared  for  present  use  might  introduce  the 
boundaries  with  less  exactness,  as  it  would  appear  that  a  complete 
survey  of  all  the  counties  might  lead  into  too  much  expense. 

The  reduction  of  the  maps  and  the  drawings  have  been  made  bv 
Captain  Wm.  I.  Vaitz,  late  of  the  Hungarian  service,  whose  qualifi- 
cations for  this  business  the  board  has  had  ample  opportunity  to 
witness* 

As  regards  the  improvements  map,  Captain  Anthony  Kanalassi, 
also  late  of  the  Hungarian  army,  who  has  charge  of  the  operation, 
has  made  considerable  progress  in  it,  on  the  scale  of  ten  miles  to  one 
inch,  (that  of  the  small  map,)  adopted  by  the  board.  This  map  will 
be  made  at  once  for  present  use,  there  not  being  the  same  necessity 
for  nice  adjustment  in  this  case,  and  it  can  be  ready  for  the  engraver 
at  any  time  it  may  be  required. 

•  I  would,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  suggest  that  all  companies,  en- 
gineers and  surveyors  should  be  invited  to  forward  copies  of  their  sur- 
veys, if  they  have  not  yet  done  so.  Many  documents  of  this  kind  are 
still  wanting. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  CROZET, 
Topographical  Engineer. 
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BRroGE  ACROSS  NEW  RIVER-  IN  GILES  COUNT*. 

I 
J 

To  the  President  and  Directors  Board  P.  Works. 

Gbwtlemen, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  your  board,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  20th  March  1851,  amen- 
datory to  the  act  of  assembly  of  March  19th,  1850,  providing  for  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  New  river  in  Giles  county,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

I  proceeded  to  the  county  of  Giles,  collected  the  owners  of  Chap- 
man &  Snidow's  ferry  together,  and  found  that  they  were  obstinate 
and  unreasonable.  They  ask  nine  thousand  dollars  for  the  privilege 
of  building  a  bridge  at  that  point  and  the  relinquishment  of  the  ferry. 
I  made  them  an  offer  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  the  free  use  of 
the  bridge  when  finished,  as  long  as  it  might  stand,  to  them  and  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  all  ordinary  travel ;  which  was  more  than  any 
person  would  offer  I  had  the  opinion  of  in  the  county  of  Giles,  by 
about  $1,000 — and  I  consulted  with  the  ablest  men  of  said  county. 

I  tried  to  ascertain  the  revenue  they  derived  annually  from  the 
ferry ;  and  from  their  own  books  they  shew  a  nett  revenue  of  about 
$750  per  annum. 

I  made  no  contract,  and  I  am  of  opinion  no  contract  that  would  be 
at  all  reasonable  can  possibly  be  made  with  them. 
i     I  beg  leave  to  make  this  further  report,  though  not  directed  to  do 
so  by  your  honorable  body,  to  wit : 

Bfaving  examined  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  20th  March  1851,  and 
finding  that  if  the  Board  of  public  works  are  unable  to  agree  with  the 
owners  of  said  ferry,  "  they  shall  report  all  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the 
legislature  at  its  next  session,  who  may  thereupon  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  some  other  point" 
on   New  river,  I  accordingly,  with  Mr.  Henly  Chapman  and  Mr. 
Dowthet,  made  further  investigations,  and  am  satisfied  that  the  road 
and  a  bridge  across  Walker's  creek  to  intersect  the  present  turnpike^ 
which  will  be  a  nearer,  and  as  good  if  not  a  better  road  than  the 
present,  can  all  be  constructed  for  about  two  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars;  and  no  damage,  I  am  told,  will  be  asked  by  the  owners 
through  whose  lands  it  will  pass,  except  one  man,  through  whose  farm 
it  will  pass  about  a  distance  of  one  or  two  hundred  yards,  which  I 
think,  instead  of  damaging  it,  will  enhance  its  value. 

I  also  examined  the  crossing  of  the  river  where  the  bridge  is  pro- 
posed to  be  built,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  equally  as  good  as 
Chapman  &  Snidow's  ferry.  In  fact,  two  places  can  be  had :  one 
where  the  water  is  smooth  on  its  surface  and  not  so  wide :  the  other 
is  shallow,  spreading  even  and  clear  across  the  stream,  with  a  small 
island  near  its  centre,  covered  with  loose  rocks.  The  last,  in  my 
judgment,  is  preferable. 

The  bridge  at  Chapman   &  Snidow's  ferry,  and  the  two  above, 
especially  the  upper  one,  will,  I  am  of  opinion,  cost  nearly  the  same. 
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The  damage  that  Chapman  &  Snidow  and  the  heirs,  &c. 

ask,  is  ....  9,000 

The  whole  expense  of  the  Walker's  creek  bridge  and  the 

road  to  make,  say  ...  2,206 

Leaves  a  balance  of  -  $  6,800 

Too  much  pujblic  money  to  throw  away. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

E.  G.  HARM  AN. 


[Doc.  No.  IS.]  469 


V.  PLANK  ROADS. 


BOYDTON  AND  PETERSBURG  PLANK  ROAD. 

First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Boydton  and  Petersburg  Plank  Road 

Company. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Boydton  and  Pe- 
tersburg plankroad  company,  held  in  Boydton  on  Thursday,  the  2d 
of  October  1851,  the  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of 
Wm.  Townes,  Esq.  chairman,  and  Robt.  S.  Feild  acting  as  clerk. 

There  being  present,  in  person  and  by  proxy,  a  majority  of  the 
stockholders,  they  proceeded  to  business. 

The  president's  report  was  presented  and  read,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents  therein  refered  to,  which  were,  on  motion,  receiv- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  recorded  and  printed. 

On  motion,  an  election  of  president  and  two  directors  was  held, 
which  resulted  in  the  unanimous  choice  of  R.  W.  Feild,  Esq.  as  presi- 
dent of  this  company,  and  Wm.  Townes,  Esq.  knd  Dr.  Wm.  B. 
Price  as  directors. 


PRESIDENT'S    REPORT. 

Brunswick,  October  2,  1851. 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the  B.  and  P.  P.  R.  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  as  president  of  the  Boydton 
and  Petersburg  plank  road  company,  to  report  to  this  meeting  the  pro- 
gress as  well  as  the  present  condition  of  the  work  which  it  is  our 
province  to  supervise. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  of  the  company 
at  which  it  was  organized,  the  board  of  directors  proceeded  to  elect 
engineers.  C.  O.  Sanfbrd,  Esq.  was  appointed  chief  engineer,  at  a 
salary  of  $  1,500  per  annum,  and  Edwin  A.  Blanch  and  William  B* 
Pryor  were  employed  as  his  assistants,  at  the  annual  salary  of  $  700 
and  board,  for  each.  These  gentlemen  having  been  so  directed,  made 
a  survey  of  the  whole  route,  with  the  view  of  locating  the  road  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

The  board  at  the  same  time  advertised  in  the  counties  of  Bruns- 
wick and  Mecklenburg,  and  in  the  city  of  Petersburg,  the  letting  of 
the  Work.    At  the  letting  in   Petersburg  a  number  <  were 
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offered ;  and  after  giving  them,  separately,  dne  and  full  consideration, 
they  determined  to  accept  the  proposal  of  F.  &  S.  Pratt  k  Co. 
They  contracted  to  do  the  whole  work,  exclusive  of  toll-bouses  and 
gates,  for  the  sum  of  $  1,933  33  per  mile.  A  copy  of  the  contractu 
herewith  submitted. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  engineer  and  the  contractors  with  regard  to  the  amount  tf 
bridging  upon  the  line,  which  for  a  time  caused  the  contractors  to  re- 
fuse to  sign  the  contract.  But  the  board  feeling  desirous  of  doing  jus- 
tice when  there  was  some  cause  to  suspect  misapprehension  on  the 
J>art  of  the  contractors,  determined  to  allow  the  contractors  18  per 
bot  for  all  bridging  over  1200  feet — whereupon  they  promptly  signed 
the  contract,  with  security  deemed  sufficient  by  the  board.  This  fed 
caused  some  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  question  being  frequently  asked,  Why  does  the  work  go  on  so 
slowly  ?  I  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  some  of  the  causes  whicb, 
in  my  opinion,  retard  its  progress.  First — The  company  was  art 
organized  in  time  to  let  the  contract  before  the  1st  of  Jaroary,  after 
which  time  it  was  difficult  for  the  contractors  to  procure  laborer! 
Second — It  was  not  until  March  that  the  right  of  way  was  allowed 
by  the  county  court  of  Dinwiddie ;  until  which  time  the  board  feared 
they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  an  independent  rootc 
Third — The  contractors,  although  to  all  appearance  making  the  mwt 
strenuous  efforts  to  procure  saw  mills,  found  it  impossible  to  get  tbeo 
in  place  as  early  as  they  anticipated. 

In  addition  to  the  above  reasons,  I  would  also  remind  the  meefcig 
of  another  cause  of  the  slow  progress  of  the  work.  When  a  con- 
tractor undertakes  so  large  a  work,  (having  a  variety  of  agencies  to 
fill  with  suitable  men,)  he  must  expect  great  trouble  before  he  can  get 
fairly  under  way.  He  must  remove  some  of  them,  for  various  dis- 
qualifications, and  often  finds  great  difficulty  in  procuring  the  services 
of  such  as  will  discharge  their  duties  satisfactorily. 

Again,  I  would  remark  that  much  is  done  toward  the  execution  of 
any  work,  in  preparing  and  fixing  to  execute  it,  and  time  is  required 
to  do  this.  Now,  the  erection  of  seven  saw  mills  is  no  small  item  in 
the  labor  to  be  bestowed  upon  this  work. 

The  contractors,  in  order  to  avoid,  the  inconvenience  of  employni 
so  many  agents,  (I  am  happy  to  inform  this  meeting,)  have  contracted 
with  a  company  who  have  had  great  experience  in  the  construction  of 
plank  roads,  to  grade  and  lay  the  whole  road  from  Petersburg  to  Boyd- 
ton.  From  this  company  I  believe  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  sod  I 
hope  hereafter  there  will  be  no  cause  for  complaint  of  tardiness  in  tta 

work. 

The  contractors  are  now  prepared  with  seven  saw  mills,  five  tf 
which  are  already  in  operation,  and  adeouate  to  the  supply  of  plant 
to  lay  at  least  five  miles  per  month.  We  nave  every  reason  to  expert 
the  completion  of  the  road  in  twelve  months.  There  has  been  onfy 
about  three  miles  of  the  road  laid,  and  planks  sawed  for  several  into 
more,  and  distributed  along  the  road* 

A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  held  io 
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the  city  of  Petersburg  the  27th  day  of  November  1850,  appointing  a 
committee  to  apply  to  the  county  courts  of  Dinwiddie  ana  Mecklen- 
burg for  an  order  relinquishing  the  public  market  road  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  this  company,  the  county  court  of  Brunswick  having  pre- 
viously made  a  similar  order.  The  board  found,  that  whilst  the  court 
of  Mecklenburg  had  granted  the  order  without  exacting  the  privilege 
of  county  travel,  or  any  restrictions  whatever,  the  court  of  Dinwiddie 
refused  to  make  the  order  desired,  but  directed  a  committee  to  con- 
fer with  the  president  and  directors  of  the  plank  road  company  pre- 
paratory to  its  final  action  at  the  next  term  of  the  court.  A  confer- 
ence was  had  with  the  committee,  who  referred  the  subject  back  to 
the  court,  who  thereupon  granted  the  road  from  Nottoway  river  to  the 
courthouse,  upon  the  terms  desired  by  the  company— and  the  court 
at  a  subsequent  term,  in  compliance  with  a  petition  of  the  citizens,  re- 
linquished both  the  public  roads  from  the  courthouse  to  Petersburg. 
I  would  now  suggest  the  propriety  of  granting  to  the  county  of  Meck- 
lenburg the  same  privileges  as  to  county  travel  which  the  other  coun- 
ties have  received  in  consideration  of  their  grant  to  us.  Liberality 
and  public  spirit  deserve  their  reward. 

I  would  remind  the  meeting  that  there  is  upon  the  books  of  the 
company  a  surplus  of  individual  subscription  of  17  shares,  which  was 
unavoidably  omitted  to  be  sealed  by  the  commissioners,  because  most 
of  them  were  conditional  subscriptions,  which  conditions  had  not  been 
fulfilled  in  time  for  the  organization  of  the  company.  These  subscrip- 
tions were  reported  to  the  Board  of  public  works  as  absolute,  and 
have  since  become  so  by  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  company 
with  the  conditions.  I  would  suggest  that  the  stockholders  order  the 
sealing  of  the  subscriptions  according  to  law. 

The  board,  at  their  meeting  on  the  10th  of  June  1851,  in  the  city  of 
Petersburg,  received  a  proposition  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  The  committee 
oo  the  part  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Petersburg,  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  president  and  directors  of  the  B.  &  P.  P.  R.  Co.  in 
relation  to  continuing  said  road  from  the  corporation  line  near  Butter- 
worth's  to  some  paved  street  in  the  city,  propose  that  the  city  of  Peters- 
burg shall  construct  said  road  within  the  limits  designated,  on  condition 
that  the  P.  R.  Co.  shall  keep  the  portion  of  said  road  within  the  city 
in  good  repair  as  long  as  that  portion  of  the  road  without  the  city  is 
kept  up  as  a  plank  road.  But  the  understanding  is  that  the  agreement, 
or  any  agreement  entered  into,  shall  be  ratified  by  the  common  coun- 
cil of  Petersburg  before  it  is  binding  on  either  party."  The  board 
unanimously  rejected  the  proposition,  but  made  the  following  one  to  the 
council  in  part,  to  wit :  "  But  the  board,  duly  sensible  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  proposed  connection  of  the  plank  road  with  the  paved 
streets  of  the  city,  do  in  turn  submit  the  following  proposition :  That 
the  company  will  unite  with  the  city  of  Petersburg  in  constructing  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  said  road,  so  as  to  reach  the  pavement  with- 
in the  said  city,  and  afterwards  in  keeping  the  same  in  proper  repair — 
one-half  of  the  cost  of  such  construction  and  repairs  to  be  paid  by  each 
party.  But  this  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  company  is  not  to  be 
binding  until  the  same  shall  be  ratified  by  the  stockholders  in  general 
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offered ;  and  after  giving  them,  separately,  due        ■  "("naportant  modi- 
ihey  determined  to  accept  the  proposal  of  7     \:ieir  meeting  cm  the 
They  contracted  to  do  the  whole  work,  exclu    ..'J  ">  ™8  meeting  for 
gates,  for  the  sum  of  $  1,933  33  per  mile.     A 
herewith  submitted-  ■*** ]Bnd  damages  have 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  there  was  rieline  of  the  road  upon 
tween  the  engineer  and  the  contractors  witl:  .J^ty"16  company, the 
bridging  upon  the  line,  which  for  a  time  car  *• 

fuse  to  sign  the  contract.  But  the  board  feu  *d  *■  teamatere,  that  the 
tice  when  there  was  some  cause  to  suspc  * ;«fifficuHy in  keeping  on  toe 
part  of  the  contractors,  determined  to  alV^^S0""*  to  ^f561^  w|"h 
toot  for  all  bridging  over  1200  feet— wher  <**  *******:  These  ^J6* 
the  contract,  with  security  deemed  suflBc^ite0*"^  £ad  undue  mflo- 
caused  some  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  ^necessarily  be  kept  upon  the 

The  question  being  frequently  asked, J*.****  ™  Finely  m"  n* 
slowly ?  I  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  stn * **!**'  . 

in  my  opinion,  retard  its  progress,  ^iiqectoof  tto  acheme,  aooe 
organized  in  time  to  let  the  contract  ^Jtersburg  to  Boydton  had  ar- 
which  time  it  was  difficult  for  the  j,****51** or  ta  abandoned  fir 
Second— It  was  not  until  March  that»  fleaaqmiy  waacarefully  made 
by  the  county  court  of  Dinwiddie ;  i^tfnmment.  Tte  best  authoa 
they  would  be  under  the  necessity  jjisgMB**  were  called  into  reqm- 
Third— The  contractors,  although  t^**»  Pj^**?18  J18*  »  P1*1*  ""J 
strenuous  efforts  to  procure  saw  mi1***0*  but  far  the  cheapest  and 
in  place  as  early  as  they  anticipate  -.-*•. 

In  addition  to  the  above  reason  je  atis&ction  wherever  they  have 
of  another  cause  of  the  slow  pr  .  .*rf*J'  **?m8  a  novel  work  in  this 
tractor  undertakes  so  large  a  \v<.  «*  toh  finding.  It  is  the  nature  of 
fill  with  suitable  men,)  he  must  .  ^r  Jo  not  understand. 
fairly  under  way.  He  must  r^Wfcether  it  comports  with  their  sense 
qualifications,  and  often  finds  r  -nfooent  of  this  kind  whilst  it  is  yet  in 
of  such  as  will  discharge  their     ;»*»  *ho  »»  now  complaining  of  the 

Again,  I  would  remark  th.r  ^  sfcff  portion  over  which  they  have  tra- 
any  work,  in  preparing  and  t5]"  ^eot  yet  finished.  Our  fnends  should 
to  do  this.  Now,  the  ercctio-  ^*a*ntf  and  not  permit  our  interest  to 
the  labor  to  be  bestowed  u|*-    inland  fair  trial.     Does  any  one  expect 

The  contractors,  in  order  'l^ea  the  second  year?  The  bed  of  the 
so  many  agents,  (I  am  hap>~^0nr  branch  roads  must  be  improved; 
with  a  company  who  haw  **  #1  iesn^a  of  our  wagons  and  teams  must 
plank  roads,  to  grade  and  j--*^  g»  full  benefits  of  the  improvement, 
ton.  From  this  Compaq  *^tfentof  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  giving  a 
hope  hereafter  there  will  '^Lgjnd  disbursements,  assets,  &c.of  the  corn- 
work. 

The  contractors  arc  .equals,  1297  shares  at  S  50,  64,850  00 
which  are  already  in  •   j^f^tfVa.,  1920      "  "  96,000  00 

to  lay  at  least  five  nnl^        so*  

the  completion  of  th<  ^^  .  .  $  160,S50  00 

about  three  miles  of  -***1"0  s==-s 

more,  and  distribute 
A  resolution  was 
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,-iolders, 
:  -fink, 
s  hands, 

t  of  assets, 
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8,759  25 
9,988  00 

$18,747  25 

160,850  00 
18,747  25 

142,102  76 
6,195  00 

2  29        6,197  29 


$148,300  04 


!ic  election  of  engineers,  being  under  the  impression 
uld  be  let  to  several  contractors  distributed  along 
""*■•  iocted  two  assistant  engineers  as  absolutely  necessary 

*^*  i:  whole  line.     But  the  whole  work  having  been  taken 

-  .or,  making  the  work  more  concentrated,  the  board  see 

ity  for  the  employment  of  but  one  hereafter. 
**-  ;  uy  have  been  deprived,  by  resignation,  of  the  services  of 

.  uctors,  J.  J.  Daly  and  Alfred  Boyd,  Esqrs. :  the  vacancy 
<y  the  resignation  of  the  former  was  filled  by  the  board 
nntment  of  Col.  Wm.  Baskerville.     The  vacancy  by  the 
of  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  the  6th  direc- 
d  by  the  by-laws,  remains  to  be  filled  by  this  meeting. 
<ased  in  being  able  to  say,  that  the  duties  of  the  officers  and 
:   the  company  have  been  diligently  and  faithfully  performed, 
iclusion  I,  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the  want 
.  evinced  by  others  in  the  success  of  this  improvement,  ray  con- 
in  it  is  not  only  unabated  but  increased. 

1  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  W.  FEILD,  Pre*. 


60 


.  ic  following  report  upon  the 

Petersburg  plunk  road. 

fie  road,  it  was  found  entirely 

not  exceeding  three  degree*, 

100  feet  of  distance,  being  leu 

ids,  and  that  the  only  expeo- 

■  «x  cats  and  comparatively  nigh 

_-r?2is  to  keep  the  grade  of  the  road 

^  «e  travel  might  not  be  interrupted- 

iiii  _rtrn  to  this  general  rule,  if  it  shall 

_  «opany  will  not  justify  the  erection 

^p  fcvds  that  occur  in  that  river. 

^^a^ern  roads — those  that  have  been  used 

m     *  plank  is  chiefly  of  hemlock,  a  soft, 

^^»an.T>  is  not  considered  durable  when 

_    rip  satisfied  that  our  sap  pine  and  red 

m 0  v  well  in  respect  to  decay,  and  will 

^   Tlu>  is  the  most  important  point,  as  it  has 

j  ^^  as  have  been  in  operation  a  sufficient 

»r-_  Ac  planking  is  worn  out  before  it  has 

^  Salina  road,"  the  oldest  in  New  York. 
m  ■«  such  on  account  of  decay,  as  in  conse- 
m  •ort  nearly  through  in  a  little  more  than 

.^■vssful  road,  paying  good  dividends,  and 

jh  beech  and  other  hard,  durable  andex- 

ft  purchased  for  renewals. 

M-fc  I  should  have  preferred  for  the  Boydton 

■wild  be  white  oak,  post  oak  or  heart  pine; 

a*  found,  that  while  a  sufficiency  of  these 

|  the  road,  they  were  situated  along  the 

t,  and  the  hauling  over  the  common  earth 

purchase,  &c.  would  swell  the  expense  of 

«  capital  of  the  company. 

■fiances,  it  was  proposed  and  adopted  to 

original  growth  pines,  and  several  kinds  of 

d  post  oak,  and  by  this  means,  to  be  enabled 

_  (he  prescribed  limits,  and  in  future  to  pro- 

amber;  and  having  the  plank  road  to  tran*- 

i  it  gradually  decays  or  wears  out,  may  be 

■  and  substantial  manner. 
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The  width  of  the  road  way  is  twenty-six  feet,  inclusive  of  ditches; 
of  the  plank  way,  the  usual  and  most  approved  width  of  eight  feet: 
this  width  has  been  found  to  answer  every  purpose,  from  Canada  to 
Georgia,  after  trying  greater  widths  of  ten,  twelve,  and  even  sixteen 
feet. 

There  are  several  objections  to  an  extra  width,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  additional  cost,  and,  an  important  fact,  that  as  soon 
as  the  road  wears  in  the  centre,  it  settles,  ana  forms  a  trough  to  hold 
water,  whereas  one  of  the  great  objects  is  to  obtain  as  thorough  a 
drainage  as  possible. 

It  is  true  that  this  width  has  been  much  complained  of  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  where  four  or  six  horse  teams  are  generally  used,  for, 
from  the  manner  of  gearing,  and  until  channels  are  worn  by  the 
wheels,  it  requires  some  care  in  driving  to  keep  the  wagons  on  the 
plank  way ;  but  as  soon  as  the  road  shall  have  been  finished,  two  horses 
will  be  sufficient  to  each  wagon,  and  by  properly  arranging  the  tongues 
of  the  wagons,  this  difficulty  will  cease. 

Another  objection  freauently  urged,  is  the  loose  earth  of  which  the 
road  bed  is  necessarily  formed  causing  inconvenience  in  turning  out* 
especially  during  the  rainy  seasons,  but  in  a  reasonable  time  the  earth 
settles,  and  becomes  firm ;  and  as  one  wagon  in  turning  out  seldom 
fellows  in  the  tracks  of  any  other,  no  deep  ruts  are  made,  and  the  in- 
convenience is  temporary. 

Many  persons  suppose  that  a  plank  road  should  be  as  smooth  and 
even  as  a  house  floor ;  to  effect  this  would  cause  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense in  sawing  the  plank  to  an  exactly  even  thickness,  and  the  road 
would  not  in  reality  be  as  good,  because  the  slight  irregularities  in  the 
thickness  of  the  planks  afford  a  better  foothold  for  horses. 

It  was  understood  that  eight  saw  milk  should  be  placed  at  nearly 
equal  distances  on  the  eastern  half  of  the  road,  and  when  this  por- 
tico was  finished,  to  remove  the  mills  to  the  western  half.  These  mills 
have  not  arrived  as  soon  as  expected,  and  those  that  have  been 
erected  have  had  an  unusual  number  of  accidents.  The  defects  are 
in  a  great  measure  corrected,  and  no  doubt  they  will  run  more  steadily 
in  future. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shews  the  number  of  mills,  their 
position,  the  amount  of  lumber  sawed,  &c. : 


pt«f  MffiM. 

Where  situated. 

Distance  from 
Petersburg. 

When  ereetod. 
1851. 

Quantity  of  plank 
sewed,  in  board 

No.  1, 

At  New  Inn, 

4    miles, 

25th  September. 
1st  July, 

-    2, 

"  BoUeaux's, 

5J      " 

260,000 
330,000 

"    3, 

"  Dabney'e, 

12 

15th  Jane, 

u    4, 

"  Crow  Roads, 

18*      " 

15th  May, 

390,000 

"   5, 

"  Buckikin  Creek, 

23 

Machinery  arriving. 

-    6, 

"  Stith's, 

Toi 

38 

al  quantity  sawe 

30th  September. 

980,000 

This  amount  of  plank  will  lay  about  six  miles  of  the  road,  and 
about  one-half  is  now  laid. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  eight  mills  will  be  in  operation  during 
the  next  two  months ;  and  with  this  preparation  for  sawing,  I  betae 
the  work  can  be  completed  during  next  year,  which  is  toe  time  i 
lowed  by  the  contract,  and  I  base  my  belief  on  the  following  state- 
ments: 

The  plank  required  for  the  whole  road  is  about  12,000,000  feet, 
board  measure,  of  which  about  1,000,000  has  been  sawed,  leaving 
11,000,000  yet  to  saw ;  then  assuming  fourteen  months  as  the  average 
future  time,  4,500  feet  per  day  to  each  mill,  twenty-three  working  dip 
to  each  month,  and  eight  mills,  it  will  be  found  that  the  quantity  of 
plank  cut  would  be  upwards  of  11,000,000  feet. 

The  road  can  easily  be  graded  and  laid  as  fast  as  the  plank  can  be 
out,  especially  as  the  Messrs.  Pratt  have  subcontracted  the  grading, 
bridging  and  laying  of  the  road  to  a  company  of  enterprising  coo- 
tractors,  who  have  just  brought  on  the  principal  part  at  their  facet 
capable  of  laying  one  mile  per  week ;  and  from  the  vigorous  com- 
mencement they  have  made,  and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the 
short  distance  of  road  laid  by  them  is  executed,  I  fed  quite  sure  tbej 
will  perform  their  part. 

The  amount  of  work  done  by  the  contractors,  in  cutting  down  trees, 
sawing,  laying  road,  &c  amounts  to  about  $10,000. 

From  what  has  been  said,  I  think  the  board  will  agree  witktne 
that  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  a  speedy  prosecution  of  the  work.  The 
preparation  of  the  timber  is  the  principal  item  to  facilitate  its  con- 
struction, and  fortunately  steam  power  is  not  so  fluctuating  as  the  face 
in  general  use  upon  public  works :  when  the  mills  are  onoe  erected, 
they  must  be  constantly  used  to  make  them  profitable,  and  I  *S 
hope  that  the  board  may  not  be  disappointed  in  their  expectation  cf 
seeing  the  road  finished  by  the  time  they  designed,  and  that  they  may 
teel  the  proud  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  a  road  which  will  ulti- 
mately benefit  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  as  much  bb  utj 
work  in  the  state,  has  been  carried  through  in  spite  of  unusual  diffi- 
culties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  O.  SANFORD,  Chitf  Engine** 
Petersburg,  Sept.  30,  1851. 


The  president  and  directors  of  the  Boydton  and  Petersburg  plank 
load  company  respectfully  submit  to  the  Board  of  public  worn  the 
following  report,  in  pursuance  of  the  2d  section  of  chapter  72  of  the 
Code  of  Virginia : 

The  whole  amount  of  stock  subscribed  for,  -      $160,880  j? 

Of  which  the  state  subscribed  for     -        96,000  00 
And  individuals  for       -  -        64,860  00 


$160,880  00 
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ascription  by  individuals  to 

ii  was  recently  directed  by 

i  the  largest  subscribers,  so 

isidered  $160,000,  as  required 


iic  1st  of  Oc- 


$18,747  25 


9,988  00 
8,759  25 

$18,747  25 

instruction  of  the  work  to  the  1st  Octo- 


tbr  engineer's  and  assistants' 
hands,  tor  preliminary  survey 
rs,  and  for  engineer's  and  assis- 
iard  of  hands,  to  ascertain  land 
%cnt  for  that  purpose, 
tvork,    - 
.  treasurer's  salaries,  advertising  and 
r  company,  and  directors'  mileage, 


received  as  above, 
disbursed  as  above, 

Cash  on  band, 


118  00 


3,834  39 
7,500  00 

1,049  05 

$12,501  44 

18,747  25 
12,501  44 

$6,245  81 


paid  for  by  the  state, 
Jo.  by  individuals, 


Property  of  the  Company. 

86,012  00 
55,240  75 


Cash  on  band, 


141,252  75 
6,245  81 

$147,498  56 


Officers  of  the  Company  and  their  Salaries* 

Richard  W.  Feild,  President — salary  $  750 ;  F.  F.  Jones,  William 
JBaskerville,  D.  M.  Bernard,  state  directors — no  salary,  but  12£  cents 
per  mile  for  traveling ;  Wm.  W.  Talley,  Alfred  Boyd,  directors  on 
the  part  of  the  stockholders— they  have  been  substituted  by  the  ap- 


pointment  of  Wm.  Townes  and  Wm.  B.  Price — no  salary,  but  12J 
cents  per  mile  for  traveling;  Robert  T-  Field,  clerk  and  treasurer — 
salary  $300;  C.  0.  Sanford,  chief  engineer — salary  91500;  E.  A. 
Blanch,  Wm.  H.  Pryor,  assistant  engineers — salaries  %  700  each  and 
board. 

The  company  has  received  no  tolls,  rents  or  other  profits,  the  work 
not  being  yet  completed. 

No  map  of  the  improvement  has  been  prepared,  nor  can  one  be 
made  until  the  work  is  finished,  as  we  are  constantly  finding  it  neces- 
sary to  vary  the  locations.  A  map  of  the  location  will  be  prepared 
in  a  few  weeks  and  forwarded  to  you. 

We  send  herewith  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  stockholders,  shewing 
the  amount  due  by  each. 

We  also  send  a  printed  copy  of  the  president 's  and  engineer's  re- 
ports to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  on  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber 1651,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  at  that  meeting. 
A  small  variance  will  be  discovered  between  the  amount  then  stated 
to  be  on  hand  and  the  sum  now  reported.  It  results  from  the  tact 
that  of  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  C.  O.  Sanford,  the  engineer, 
$311  02  had  not  been  expended,  and  $262  50  have  since  been  paid 
to  the  president  and  treasurer  on  account  of  their  salaries  from  1st 
July  to  1st  October  1851.  Corrected  in  pursuance  of  this  explana- 
tion, the  statement  is  as  follows : 

Amount  of  money  on  hand,  according  to  printed  report,  6,197  29 
Add  the  amount  in  engineer's  hands  not  expended,  311  02 


6,508  31 
Deduct  payment  to  president  and  treasurer,  -  262  50 


Balance  on  hand  as  now  reported,  -       $6,24-5  SI 

We  report,  as  the  general  condition  of  the  work,  that  the  whole 
line  of  the  improvement  is  under  contract  and  will  probably  be  finished 
within  the  year  1852.  Six  or  seven  miles  of  the  road  have  been 
completed,  but  being  in  detached  parcels  of  less  than  five  miles,  they 
have  not  been  received  by  the  county  courts  as  required  by  the  act  of 
assembly.  We  hope  that  the  whole  work  will  be  finished  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  the  estimate,  so  as  to  fall  within  the  means  of  the  com- 
pany. 

By  order  of  the  board  this  29th  day  of  October  1851. 

RICH'D  W.  FEILD,  /Wfc 

Rob.  S.  Feild,   Clerk. 
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FREDERICKSBURG  AND  VALLEY  PLANK  ROAD. 
To  the  Board  of  P.  Works  of  Virginia. 

The  undersigned,  as  president  of  the  Fredericksburg  and  Valley 
plank  road  company,  respectfully  reports  that  31-j%-  miles  of  said  road, 
commencing  at  Fredericksburg,  and  terminating  in  the  county  of 
Orange  within  seven  miles  of  Orange  C.  H.,  have  been  located,  and 
are  in  process  of  construction.  It  has  not  been  deemed  advisable  to 
continue  the  survey  to  a  more  extended  point,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
not  certain  that  the  amount  of  stock  subscribed  would  justify  the  put- 
ting under  contract  of  a  longer  line  of  road.  The  work  upon  the  road 
was.  commenced  by  the  contractors  on  the  15th  day  of  October  1850, 
and  has  been  regularly  prosecuted  since  that  period.  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  let  the  said  line  of  31-A-  miles  in  various  sections 
to  different  contractors,  and  the  work  upon  the  line  has  been  prose- 
cuted by  the  latter  at  detached  points.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  this 
line  has  been  graded,  and  is  ready  for  the  planking,  and  about  six 
miles  have  been  planked ;  if  the  winter  proves  favorable,  the  entire 
31-jV  miles  will  be  completed  during  the  ensuing  spring.  The  ave- 
rage cost  per  mile  of  the  above  line  as  estimated  by  the  engineer,  will 
be  $2,737  31,  which  estimate  includes  the  current  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  the  company  and  every  other  expense,  exclusive  of  land 
damages. 

This  estimate  is  deemed  higher  than  the  result  will  shew.  By  an 
act  of  the  last  legislature  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  was  in- 
creased from  $100,000  to  $150,000,  with  a  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  state  of  £  of  the  increment  upon  the  usual  terms.  No  additional 
private  subscription  has  as  yet  been  obtained,  though  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  amount  necessary  to  obtain  this  increment  of  stock, 
will  be  obtained  in  order  that  the  road  may  be  constructed  at  least  to 
Liberty  mills  in  the  county  of  Orange,  at  which  point  it  will  effect  a 
junction  with  the  macadamized  road  leading  from  Page  county  to 
Gordonsville. 

A  map  of  the  road  will  be  prepared  in  a  short  time  by  the  engineer 
for  your  board.  His  duties  upon  the  line  have  been  for  some  time  past 
engrossing,  and  have  prevented  his  preparing  it  in  time  for  this  report. 

Accompanying  this  you  have  the  treasurer's  statement  of  the  nscal 
operations  and  condition  of  the  company  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30th,  1851,  as  also  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  and  a  list  of  the  offi- 
cers, together  with  their  respective  salaries. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROBT.  B.  MARTE, 


Frtdcrickiburgi  Nov.  5,  1851. 
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1  "/  tht  Frtderklnintrg  and  Valhy  Plank  Road  Company  far 
the  ytar  ending  30th  Seplmtbtr  1851. 

al  slock  ^100,000: 

<<  !.•  individuals  800  shares,  at  $  50  per  ".hire, 

'  common  wealth  1300  shares,  M  #50  per  sburc, 

m  wealth's  subscription  KDniuni  unpaid  on 
let  1851,          _          - 

■■ .  idual  ml*c  hp lion    remaining  unpaid  on  tho 

>eptemberl851,      .... 

48,000  00 
25.731  00 

40,000  00 
60,000  00 

leaded  in  construction,  viz: 

:a  of  officers,  including  engineer  corps, 
.uullsneous  expenses, 
i  of  director!, 

wge,               .... 
,  _  .reasory  on  30th  September  1861, 

15,901  48 
3.195  55 
2,807  30 
474  00 
861  76 
3,028  91 

$100,000  00 

IOOlM  ■ 

nt  of  receipts  and  disbursements  within  the  year,  vi 

■ived  of  individuals, 

lived  of  Hoard  of  public  works. 

12,000  DO 

■erne         ir  the  same  period,  viz : 

i.  tontraetorn,                 .... 
larics  of  officers,  including  engineer  corps, 
baMllaMMI  elpenses,                                                                 . 
•  peine  «f  directors,     .... 
and  damage,                .... 
in  the  treoBury  30tli  September  1851 

15,901  46 
3,195  55 
2,807  30 
474  0O 

861  76 
3,028  91 

*2i>,2f.!»  iJO 

26.369  00 

By  order. 

JAMES  McGUIRE,  &e. 

It  Tnm. 
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List  of  Officers,  with  their  respective  Salaries,  in  the  Service  of  the  Fredericksburg 
ana  Vauey  Plank  Road  Company,  at  different  periods  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30(4  September  1851. 

# 
JR..  B.  Marye,  president,  • 

J.  H.  Sheamer,  engineer,       -  - 

W.  T.  Cochran,  1st  assistant  engineer,  per  diem,       ... 
T.  F.  O'Brien,  2d  «««««. 

H.  G.  Smith,'  rodman,  "  .  .  - 

A.  McGee,  «  « 

James  McGuire,  secretary  and  treasurer,  •  .    - 

Axemen: 
Slave  Reuben,     ...... 

Slave  Willis,        ...... 


$500  00 

1200  00 

200 

1  75 

125 

1  00 

250  00 

90  00 

95  00 

List  of  Officers  now  in  the  Service  of  said  Company. 

R.  B.  Marye,  president,  $700  00 

W.  T.  Cochran,  engineer,  per  month,      -  100  00 
Jas.  G.  Reed,  assistant  engineer,  per  diem,                                    -                  -1  644 

A.  McGee,  rodman,                .....  ioo  00 

James  McGuire,  secretary  and  treasurer,                    ...  250  00 

Axeman: 

Servant  Willis,     -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -  95  00 


JAMES  McGUIRE, 
&c.  ft  Trea$.  F.  ft  V.  P.  it  Co. 


Fredericksburg,  Sept.  5, 1851. 
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VII.    TELEGRAPH   COMPANIES. 


VIRGINIA  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Norfolk,  Va.  Oct.  27,  1851. 
To  the  Board  of  P.  Works  of  Virginia. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

The  annexed  statement  shews  the  condition  of  the 
monetary  affairs  of  the  Virginia  telegraph  company  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1851.  The  arrangements  of  the  company  for  transmitting 
messages  from  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  continue  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  annual  report.  At  the  time  that  report  was  made  it  was  sup- 
posed the  company  would  be  compelled  to  mast  the  wires  across  the 
river  at  Reid's  ferry;  but  on  a  proper  examination  the  marsh  upon  one 
side  of  the  river  proved  to  be  too  soft  and  spongy  to  sustain  a  mast  of 
sufficient  size  and  height,  and  an  improved  gutta  percha  wire  was  laid 
down,  which  has  not  given  so  much  trouble  to  keep  it  in  order. 

The  office  in  Suffolk  has  been  suspended  since  the  railroad  was 
completed  to  that  place,  because  the  receipts  were  not  sufficient  to 

Eay  an  operator  to  keep  it  open.  The  company  are  compelled  to 
eep  an  operator  at  the  office  in  Smithfiela,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  keep  the  line  in  that  vicinity  in  order,  although  at  considerable 
expense. 

The  salary  of  the  operator  in  Portsmouth  is  $  600,  and  in  Peters- 
burg $500  per  annum,  and  the  pay  of  the  message  boys  varies  from 
$1  50  to  $  2  per  week. 

The  business  of  the  line  appears  to  be  gradually  increasing,  and 
although  the  expenses  for  the  next  year  will  probably  be  increased  by 
some  additional  pay  to  the  operators  and  heavy  repairs  to  the  wires 
and  poles,  (the  wires  having  been  seriously  injured  in  many  places  by 
the  lightning  and  other  casualties,)  the  board  of  directors  still  indulge 
the  hope,  that  by  good  management  the  line  will  sustain  itself,  and 
ultimately,  perhaps,  yield  a  small  dividend  to  the  stockholders,  a  list 
of  whom  is  enclosed  herewith. 

Respectfully  Submitted. 

WM.  J.  HARDY, 

Pre*,  tf  Treat. 
J.  MUNDEN  SMITH, 

JAS.  H.  JOT™0^ 

RICH'D  P 
JOHN  Tl 


nt  of  the   Receipt*  and  Expenditure*  of  the   Virginia  Ttltgraph  Company, 
for  and  icithin  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  Sept.  1851. 


Total  amount  of  receipt!, 


Balance  in  the  handaof  the  tronmrcr. 


fiM,  fa.,  30th  Sept.  1851. 


VVM.  J.  HARPY.  Tna 
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WESTERN  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Office  Western  Tel.  Co. 

Washington,  Oct.  31st,  1861. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works 

of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen, 

Being  president  and  lessee  of  the  Western  telegraph 
company,  whose  line  passes  through  a  portion  of  Virginia,  I  presume 
it  may  be  considered  my  duty  to  give  the  information  relative  to  the 
stock  and  income  of  that  company  required  by  act  of  your  general 
assembly. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  stock  of  the  company  since  last 
report,  nor  has  any  addition  been  made  to  the  structure. 

The  line  has  been  under  lease  since  the  first  of  November  1850,  at 
three  and  one-half  per  centum  per  annum  upon  the  stock ;  but  al- 
though it  is  not  possible  as  yet  to  ascertain  precisely  what  has  been 
the  nett  income  ior  the  last  year,  enough  is  known  to  shew  that  it  has 
not  amounted  to  the  rent. 

• 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
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TON  AND  NEW  ORLEANS  TELEGRAPH 

COMPANY. 

Washington,  October  4,  1851. 

I.  Brown,  Esq.  Second  Auditor 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Richmond- 


la  compliance  with  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  common- 

i  o<"  Virginia  passed  on  the  Slst  of  March  164S,  I  have  the  ho- 

-  •     e  the  amount  of  stock  owned  in  the  state  of  Virginia  and 

loiders  of  the  Washington  :        \ew  Orleans  telegraph  for  the 

e      ng  30lh  September  last,  remains  unchanged.     I  transmit  a 

"      le  annual  report  of  the  t holders,  held   at   ihe   city  of 

n  on  2d  July  last,  at  wt         ime  a  dividend  of  3  per  ceol. 

ed  out  of  nett  receipts  for     e  year  ending  1st  June  1S50; 

■eave  to  refer  you  to  statcmen  5  of  reccipis  and  expenditures 

nesed,  as  shewing  the  operation  and  condition  of  the  trea- 

>..  said  company. 

I'here  has  been  no  modification  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  of 

ich  printed  copies  have  been  sent  to  you  with  my  last  report. 

With  very  great  respect, 

I  am  your  ob't  serv't, 

AMOS  KENDALL,  Tr. 

Washington  and  New  Orleans  TeL  Co. 
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Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Washington 
and'  New  Orleans  telegraph  company  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the 
treasurer,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  Wednesday  the  second  day 
of  July  1861. 

Present:  Elam  Alexander,  president;  Amos  Kendall,  Washing- 
ton ;  George  Wood,  Washington ;  Smith  Mowry,  Jr.,  Charleston >  R. 
R.  Cuyler,  Savannah ;  Edward  G.  Hyde,  New  Orleans ;  B.  B.  French, 
Washington ;  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York ;  W.  S.  King. 
Charleston — representing  their  own  stock,  and  proxies  for  other  stock- 
holders. 

A  large  majority  of  the  stock  was  represented  in  the  meeting. 

The  president  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion,  ordered  to  be  printed : 

PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Washington  and  N.  Orleans  Telegraph  Co. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  annual  meeting  has  again  called  you  together, 
and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  trans- 
actions  of  the  past  year. 

At  your  last  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  me  to  have 
a  second  wire  put  up  on  the  section  of  our  line  between  Mobile  and 
New  Orleans  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  on  proper  terms.  On 
examination  of  that  section,  I  foujid  the  whole  of  it  bad  to  be  renewed, 
the  original  poles  being  almost  entirely  rotten ;  I  therefore  determined 
to  include  the  renewal  of  the  old  line  and  second  wire  in  same  contract. 
I  succeeded  in  making  a  contract  with  A.  M.  Griffin,  Esq.  to  com- 
plete the  work  for  $  10,500,  adding  an  additional  number  of  poles, 
as  you  will  see  by  copy  of  contract  now  before  you.  This  being  less 
than  one-third  the  original  cost  of  that  portion  of  our  line  I  consi- 
dered a  better  contract  could  not  be  made.  $  7,0Q0  of  this  amount 
have  been  paid  and  S  3,500  remain  to  be  paid. 

1  was  also  instructed  to  negotiate  with  the  Raleigh  and  Wilmington 
and  the  Manchester  railroad  companies,  to  see  what  aid  they  would 
give  in  placing  one  of  our  wires  on  their  respective  roads.  I  entered 
into  the  negotiation  with  the  Raleigh  and  Wilmington  company,  and 
found  their  offer  of  aid  so  liberal  that  I  at  once  closed  a  contract  with 
them  and  caused  a  wire  to  be  put  up  from  Petersburg  to  Wilmington,  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles.  This  line  is  now 
in  successful  operation  and  will  add  considerably  to  our  business.  No 
arrangement  has  yet  been  made  with  the  Manchester  company,  their 
road  not  being  sufficiently  advanced  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  tele- 
graphic wire.  It  is,  however,  in  progress  of  completion,  and  I  have 
assurances  from  the  president  nay  expect  all  the  assistance 
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from  them  they  may  have  in  their  power  to  grant.  You  have  before 
you  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  the  Wilmington  company,  and 
statement  of  the  whole  expense  of  the  line  from  Wilmington  to  Pe- 
tersburg. 

You  will  see,  by  reference  to  the  third  resolution  of  the  last  meeting 
1  was  authorized  to  connect  with  the  Magnetic  company  in  some  way, 
to  ensure  a  more  rapid  transition  of  messages  from  the  Northern  to  the 
Southern  cities.     This  was  done  by  leasing  one  of  their  wires  on  the 
terms  set  forth  in  a  contract  made  with  the  president  of  that  company, 
a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  you.     Offices  have  been  fitted  up  at 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  have  been  in  operatioc 
since  the  latter  part  of  December  last,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  bow 
far  this  arrangement  will  be  beneficial  to  the  interest  of  this  company. 
My  opinion  is,  the  result  will  be  favorable.     We  have  had  many  inter- 
ruptions from  business  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  year,  some 
of  which  were  produced  from  causes  beyond  human  control,  but  tke 
greater  part  by  the  rapid  decay  of  timber  and  the  imperfect  manner 
in  which  our  line  was  originally  built.     These  causes  will  continue  to 
exist,  and  will  prevent  our  line  from  ever  being  as  good  as  the  stock- 
holders had  a  right  to  expect,  from  the  very  high  price  originally  paid 
for  it.     From  these  causes  our  expenses  for  repairs  have  been  very 
heavy,  and  the  delays  caused  by  frequent  breaks  have  had   the  effect 
to  prevent  as  great  an  increase  in  our  receipts  as  might  otherwise  have 
been  expected.     We  have  also  had  to  contend  with  strong  competi- 
tion from  two  other  lines  that  connect  with  the  same  important  points 
with  ours,  north  and  south.     These  lines  being  new  and  consequently 
in  good  repair,  on  a  route  more  remote  from  the  storms  of  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  have  had  greatly  the  advantage  over  ours  in  its  present 
decayed  condition,  and  have  had  the  effect  to  divide  the  business 
with  us.     The  extent,  however,  of  ^  ur  repairs  for  the  past  year  wil 
justify  us  in  the  belief  that  we  will  be  able  to  forward  business  witk 
more  promptness  in  future.     This  competition  has  given  dissatisfac- 
tion to  some  of  the  stockholders  of  this  company,  which  I  hope  will 
be  satisfactorily  explained  to  them  by  the  owners  of  Morse's  patent 

You  will  see,  by  reference  to  the  books  and  statements  of  the  secre- 
tary, that  the  receipts  of  the  line  the  past  year  have  been  $  113,175  G& 

The  expense  for  repairs  and  working  the  line,  including  fitting  op 
offices  on  the  leased  line,  has  been  $  82,768  24.  Of  this  amoutf 
there  have  been  paid  at  stations  $37,328  15— refunded  for  messages 
missent  or  behind  time,  $  1,829  30— deposited  to  my  credit,  to  paj 
contractors,  $  17,016  56,  (a  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  vouch* 
ers  for  them  you  have  before  you,)— deposited  to  the  credit  of  ttt 
treasurer,  $  46,132  17 — to  whose  report  you  are  referred  for  a  ft! 
and  satisfactory  statement  of  his  expenditures. 

You  will  see,  by  comparing  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  with  those 
of  the  previous  one,  notwithstanding  the  bad  condition  of  oar  hm 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  over  16  per  cent.  Some  items  of  the 
past  year's  expenditure  need  not  be  expected  to  be  so  heavy  tbe  coo- 
ing year.  The  purchase  of  new  instruments  will  be  very  light :  tk 
"^  being  well  furnished,  there  will  be  few  comparatively  required. 
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Fitting  up  offices  on  leased  wire  was  an  item  of  considerabe  expense 
that  will  not  be  again  incurred.  The  expense  of  repairing  will  con- 
tinue heavy  until  our  whole  line  is  renewed.  Over  four  hundred  miles 
have  been  entirely  rebuilt  the  past  year,  the  expense  of  which  is 
included  in  the  item  of  repairs,  and  several  sections  require  imme- 
diate attention. 

I  would  recommend  that  our  wire  be  extended  over  the  Manches- 
ter railroad  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable.  The  distance  is  only  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles,  and  this  would  give  us  a  continuous  second 
wire  from  Washington  city  to  Macon,  Ga.,  and  the  entire  distance  over 
railroads  except  from  Petersburg  to  Washington  city.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  past  year  our  superintendent,  Chas.  S.  Bulkley,  had 
in  progress  of  invention  an  improvement  on  telegraphic  instruments, 
which  he  wished  to  use  for  the  better  working  of  our  line.  He  had  not 
procured  his  letters  patent,  and  I  made  a  contract  with  him  for  his 
services,  including  the  use  of  his  instruments,  giving  him  the  right  to 
remove  them  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  not  purchased  by  the  company. 
The  instruments  were  placed  on  the  line  as  fast  as  they  could  be  pro- 
cured, and  we  have  derived  great  benefit  from  their  use.  He  has  since 
procured  a  patent  right,  and  the  instruments,  with  the  privilege  of  using 
them,  are  now  offered  to  the  company.  There  are  yet  some  want- 
ing to  make  the  connection  complete,  which  can  soon  be  made  and 
placed  on  the  line ;  and  I  feel  confident  it  would  be  to  your  interest  to 
purchase  them.  Our  operators,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  company.  Their  labors  have  been  very  arduous, 
having  a  great  portion  of  their  work  to  do  at  night,  not  unfrequently 
working  the  whole  night.  Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the 
citizens  of  Selma,  Ala.,  that  the  location  of  our  line  be  so  changed  as 
to  include  that  town.  It  is  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  and 
-would,  in  my  opinion,  afford  sufficient  business  to  justify  the  removal 
of  our  wire,  which  now  leaves  them  about  six  miles  to  the  west  of  our 
present  route.  Some  portion  of  that  section  of  our  line  will  soon  have 
to  be  rebuilt,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  location  be  so  changed 
as  to  include  that  place.  The  citizens  proposed  to  assist  in  raising 
funds  to  defray  the  expense,  by  taking  stock  in  this  company.  The 
propriety  of  increasing  the  amount  of  our  stock,  already  so  large,  is, 
together  with  all  other  matters  connected  with  the  interest  of  this 
company,  respectfully  submitted  to  you  for  your  consideration. 

ELAM  ALEXANDER,  Pre*. 
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VI,  BRIDGE  COMPANIES. 


FAIRMONT  AND  PALATINE  BRIDGE  COMPANY, 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Fairmont  and  Palatine  Bridge  Company  for  the 

year  ending  September  30,  1861. 

Capital  stock,  $  20,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  320  shares,  at  $  25  each,  8,000  00 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  480  shares,  at  $  25 

each,  ---.-.        12,000  00 

Subscribed  by  individuals  beyond  the  capital  3  shares, 

at  S  25  each,  -  -  -  -  -  76  00 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  un- 
paid, -  11,100  00 
Amount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid,  7,025  00 
Amount  of  cash  on  hand,        -            -  1,950  00 


$20,075  00    20,076  00 

The  company  have  determined  to  build  a  wire  suspension  bridge. 
The  work  was  commenced  but  a  short  time  since,  and  is  now  rapidly 
progressing.  The  value  of  the  work  done  upon  the  abutments,  and 
the  materials  delivered  upon  the  ground,  such  as  iron,  wire,  &c.  is 
about  $  3,000,  but  as  yet  no  money  has  been  formally  paid  out,  it 
having  been  agreed  upon  that  the  1st  day  of  October  should  be  the 
first  pay  day. 

A  transcript  from  the  record. 

A.  S.  HAYDEN,  Sec'y. 
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NORTH  BRANCH  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 

Report  of  tJie  President  and  Directors  of  the  North  Brunch  Bridge 

Company  • 

To  the  Stockholder!  of  the  North  Branch  Bridge  Company. 

The  company  was  organized  on  the  28d  day  of. Jane 
1850,  and  it  becomes  a  duty  to  lay  before  the  stockholders  a  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors,  the  progress  of  the  waft, 
the  cost  of  construction,  the  state  of  the  funds,  the  prospects  of  the 
company,  &c. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  we  shall  be  as  brief  as  the  Oatitfe  of 
the  case  will  allow;  and  while  it  is  feared  that  this  report  may  not  be 
as  full,  clear  and  satisfactory  as  could  be  wished,  yet  it  is  hoped  that 
the  stockholders  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  a  liberal  allows 
for  the  want  of  experience  in  business  of  this  kind. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  company,  steps 
taken  by  the  president  and  directors  to  fix  upon  a  site  and  to  mske 
other  necessary  arrangements  to  put  the  work  under  contract :  accocd- 
ingly,  the  board  met  on  the  27th  day  of  August  1850,  at  the  pbet 
where  the  bridge  was  to  be  constructed ;  and  after  some  deliberation* 
and  an  interchange  of  opinion,  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  unde- 
termined until  another  day,  and  to  procure  the  services  of  Mr,  Atkin- 
son, an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
company,  a  gentleman  eminently  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
an  engineer  and  to  give  other  aid  and  instruction  to  the  board  which 
they  so  much  desired  and  needed,  owing  to  the  want  of  experience 
in  work  of  this  kind.  At  the  time  appointed,  which  was  the  3d  day 
of  August  1S50,  the  board  assembled,  and  Mr.  Atkinson  (whose  ser- 
vices had  been  procured)  being  in  attendance,  the  site  was  agreed 
upon,  a  plan  and  specifications  recommended  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  which 
were  adopted  by  tfie  board,  except  the  reduction  of  one  pier:  a  day 
was  fixed  upon  for  letting  the  work  and  proposals  advertised  for  pre- 
vious to  the  day  appointed  for  letting  the  work.  The  board  received 
a  communication  from  George  W.  Washington,  enclosing  his  resig- 
nation, thereby  loosing  the  services  as  president  of  one  who  was  so 
well  qualified  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  company  to  advantage. 
This  incumbrance,  so  much  regretted  by  the  board,  made  it  necessary 
to  appoint  a  successor,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  24th  day 
of  August  1S50,  by  the  board  appointing  James  Allen  president  pro 
tempore.  The  board  having  this  24th  day  of  August  1850,  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  work  under  contract,  (it  being  the  day 
fixed  upon  for  receiving  bids  and  making  contracts,)  a  number  of  bid- 
ders being  in  attendance;  and  after  having  considered  all  the  bids,  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  Job  Sions  and  Henry  Entler  &  Co.,  for  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  was  to 
be  paid  in  monthly  instalments  as  the  work  progressed,  withholding 
fifteen  per  cent,  as  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
contract. 
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The  board  now  perceiving  that  it  would  require  all  their  means  to 
pay  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge,  after  discharging  other  incidental 
expenses  that  would  necessarily  occur,  and  to  continue  the  services  of 
an  engineer  at  the  cost  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum 
would  create  a  debt  that  the  means  of  the  company  would  not  be  able 
to  meet — it  was  therefore  agreed  by  the  board,  in  order  to  prevent 
that  contingency,  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  engineer,  and  to 
give  their  own  personal  attention  to  the  work  as  it  progressed,  which 
was  accordingly  done. 

An  article  of  agreement  was  subsequently  entered  into  by  the 
board  and  contractors,  such  an  one  as  the  board  believed  would  se- 
cure the  faithful  performance  of  the  contractors  in  the  execution  of 
their  work,  according  to  the  specifications  laid  down  by  the  engineer. 
In  this,  however,  they  have  had  the  mortification  to  be  disappointed. 
A  partial  omission  crept  into  the  article  in  regard  to  the  filling  the 
abutments,  by  which  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  contractors 
to  take  advantage  of,  by  refusing  to  do  the  filling  which  was  sup- 
posed by  the  board  to  be  well  understood  at  the  time  and  fully  pro- 
vided for  in  the  article. 

The  article  and  specifications  of  the  engineer  and  other  papers 
herewith  exhibited  will,  it  is  firmly  believed,  induce  the  stockholders 
to  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

The  board  being  well  aware  that  to  leave  the  filling  undone  until  a 
legal  investigation  of  the  matter  could  be  had,  would  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  bridge,  and  would  result  in  the  total  loss,  probably,  of 
tbe  whole  work,  or  at  least  would  prevent  the  use  and  profits  of  the 
bridge  for  an  indefinite  period  ;  and  after  having  notified  the  contrac- 
tors, and  receiving  from  them  a  positive  refusal  to  do  jhe  filling,  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  have  it  done,  and  withhold  the  amount  of  the 
cost  until  a  legal  investigation  could  be  had. 

The  board  being  determined  to  have  the  filling  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  contractors,  they  advertised  for  proposals,  to  be  received  on  the 
13th  of  August  1851.  There  being  not  a  quoi|im  ou  that  day,  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  August  1851.  Accordingly,  the 
board  met  on  the  day  specified,  and  a  number  of  bidders  presented 
themselves  and  laid  in  their  bids ;  and  after  due  consideration,  the  con- 
tract was  awarded  to  Charles  Stickley,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
&nd  fifty  dollars.  He  has  completed  the  filling — whether  agreeable  to 
his  contract,  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

The  whole  work  is  now  completed  and  in  a  condition  to  accommo- 
date the  travel,  according  to  the  contract  with  Sions  &  Entler. 

The  board  wish  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  stockholders  to 
the  fact,  that  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  means  from  the  limited 
amount  of  stock  allowed  in  the  act  of  incorporation  to  he  taken  for  the 
construction  of  the  bridge,  the  board  was  compelled,  in  order  to  keep 
within  the  limits  of  their  means,  to  omit  roofing  or  weather-boarding, 
which  leaves  the  superstructure  in  an  exposed  condition  that  will  soon 
cause  it  to  rot  down. 

The  board  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  taking  immediate  steps  to  remedy  tnis  defect.     It  will  be 


ie  same  uiW  Ikd 

|Mar  may  be  a         *  id  mi 

the*  prospect*  al  *  i  bawd  have  bat  little  to  »j. 

■iMinanhi  to  PMpo».  i  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 

•d  to  the  Ohio  mn  one  >     1  be  a  dinwntion  of  travel  n 

OB,  or  from  tbe  Xatnaal  in  the  direcooo  of  Winches- 

t  it  it  alw  fptooooblt,  on  t  or  hand,  to  suppose  that  from 

ry  increasing  mining  and  w    oiacturing  operations  in  tbe 

if  Alleghany  county,  Mary bu...,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Frost- 

-g,  ami  the  countless  number  of  operatives  employed  in  them,  that 

mere  will  be  an  increased  demand  for  tbe  products  of  tbe  valleys  of 

tbe  B    A  branch  and  Patterson's  creek  which  must  necessarily  past 

this  bridge,  and  may  realize  tbe  expectations  of  the  stockholders. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  tbe  board  is  compelled  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  a  subject  connected  with  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  obli- 
gate U  the  company,  which  they  do  with  a  great  deal  of  reluctance. 
Owing  to  a  particalar  proceeding  of  tbe  former  treasurer,  which  it  is 
supr.  od  that  gentleman  felt  it  bis  duty  to  take,  an  impression  has 
been  produced,  and  has  gone  abroad,  that  the  board  has  been  remiss 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  or  that  tbey  have  not  managed  the 
affai  >f  the  corapanj'  in  a  manner  conducive  to  their  interest.  Id 
justii!'  ;iti-jii  r.f  ourselves,  gentlemen,  we  have  not  one  word  to  say; 
out  it  is  our  reasonable  right  to  call  upon  you,  and  for  you  to  investi- 
gate this  matter,  which  we  demand  of  you.  If  tbe  board  deserves  to 
be  censured,  they  are  witting  to  bear  the  odium :  if  not,  they  desire  to 
be  relieved  from  it, 

JAMES  ALLEN,  President. 

JOHN  T.  COOKUS, 

JOHN  CLINE, 

HIRAM  ALKIRE,  \-Dinttor*. 

NIMROD  FURR, 

JONATHAN  BARKDALE, 

A  true  copy  of  ihe  minutes. 

Lewis   T.  Ddnn,  Clk. 
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Account  of  Money*  received  and  Money*  paid  out  by  Samuel  D.  Brady,  late 

Treatnrer  of  the  North  Branch  Bridge  Company. 


1851. 
Aug.  18,  By  this  ram  received  from  stockholders, 

By  this  ram  received  from  Board  of  public  works, 


Charges: 


1860. 


New.  90,  To  half  quire  paper  12$,  1  book  6s. 

To  cash  paid  W.  G.  Atcason, 

To  cash  paid  for  stamp, 
1861,     To  cash  paid  Henry  Entler, 
Jam.  To  cash  paid  Henry  Entler, 

To  half  quire  paper, 
Mar.   31,  .To  cash  paid  Henry  Entler, 


Cash  W.  G.  Atcason,  postage, 


In  my  hands, 


949  10 
1,500  00 

$2,449  10 

1  19| 

9950 

600 

34000 

90685 

60909 

1,985  69 
1  66 

$1,987  98 

1,161  89 

$9,449  10 

Gbntlbmen, 

Above  is  a  report  of  my  transactions  as  treasurer  of 
the  North  branch  bridge  company,  which  will  shew  you  that  there  is 
in  my  hands  eleven  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  eighty-two 
cents,  which  is  ready  to  be  paid  over  when  called  for. 


Your  ob't  serv't, 


SAM'L  D.  BRADY, 
Lou  Treat,  of  the  N.  B.  B.  Co. 


To  the  President  and  Director* 

of  the  North  Branch  Bridge  Co. 


18th  August  1861. 
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POTOMAC  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 

Office  Potomac  Bridge  Compart, 

June  19th,  1851. 

J.  Brown,  Jr.  Second  Auditor. 

Sir, 

Accompanying  this  communication,  I  transmit  to  you  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Potomac 
bridge  company,  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  work, 
together  with  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  company; 
all  of  which  has  been  carefully  examined  by  the  said  president  and 
board  of  directors,  and  believed  to  be  correct. 

Should  there,  however,  be  discovered  any  errors  or  omissions  on 
my  part  in  making  up  the  report,  &c.  referred  to,  I  will,  upon  being 
notified  of  the  same,  cheerfully  give  any  information  that  may  be  in 
my  power  to  make. 

I  am  requested  by  J.  P.  Schooly,  the  president  of  the  company,  to 
inform  you  that  since  the  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  on  the 
24th  May  last,  that  the  two  abutments  have  been  completed,  and  that 
two  of  the  piers  have  been  raised  above  the  height  of  an  ordinary 
freshet,  and  the  coffer  dam  in  for  the  raising  of  the  third. 

Very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  C.  LUCKETT, 

Secretary* 
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A  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  for  the  year  ending  24fA  May  1851. 

We,  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  do  respectfully 
submit  to  tne  Board  of  public  works  of  Virginia  the  following  report 
of  the  progress  of  the  work  committed  to  our  charge : 

According  to  an  estimate  made  out  and  exhibited  by  Charles  B. 
Fisk,  engineer  of  the  company,  on  the  22d  day  of  May  1851,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  contractor,  Abraham  Bowers,  sen.,  has  laid : 
4800  perches  of  masonry  in  the  Maryland  and  Virginia 
abutments,  wing  walls  and  buttresses,  and  in  the  founda- 
tion of  the  toll-house,  including  the  excavations  and 
•■  foundations  thereof,  also  the  coffer  dams  and  bailing,         6,300  00 
1400  cubic  yards  of  embankments  in  the  rear  of  the  abut- 
ments and  between  the  wing  walls,  -  -  106  00 
Stone  quarried  and  stone  dressed  from  the  quarries  ftear 
the  bridge  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  say  the  same  as 
in  the  last  estimate,  also  in  addition  48  recess  stone 
quarried  and  delivered,  of  which  12  are  dressed,     -            522  00 
Cement  and  lime  delivered: 
6308  lbs.  of  iron  delivered,  also  work  not  particularly 

mentioned  above,    -----  630  00 


7,548  00 
Deduct  20  per  cent,  retained  per  centage,        -  -  1,509  60 

6,038  40 
Deduct  previous  payments,     -  -  -  -         3,900  00 

$2,138  40 

The  foregoing  embraces  all  the  work  done  and  materials  delivered 
to  this  date.  The  work  Is  now  steadily  progressing  with  the  charac- 
teristic energy  of  the  contractor,  and  but  little  doubt  is  entertained  as 
to  the  completion  of  the  same  at  the  time  specified  in  the  contract, 
which  is  the  1st  December  next. 

We  have  employed  Charles  B.  Fisk  as  engineer,  and  have  agreed 
to  pay  him  $  125  for  his  services  until  the  work  shall  have  been  com-  9 
pleted. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  treasurer  is  required  to  deposit 
the  funds  of  the  company  in  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Valley  m  Virginia  at  Leesburg,  which  requirement  has 
thus  far  been  strictly  complied  with. 

You  have  already  been  apprised  as  to  whom  the  contract  has  been 
let,  but  we  deem  it  proper  here  to  state  the  amount,  which  is  $37,650 
for  the  erection  of  the  bridge  and  toll-house  complete,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  whitewashing  of  the  one  and  the  plastering  of  the 
other :  there  has  also  been  a  subsequent  contract,  bv  which  a  slight 
but  important  change  in  the  construction  of  the  toll-house  is  effected, 
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AND  MARYLAND  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 

Shbphbrdstown,  Nov,  8,   1851. 
Dkinkaud,  Esq. 


Annexed  you  will  find  the  report  of  the  Virginia  and  Mary- 

aridge  company  for  the  year  ending  September  30lb,  the  prepa- 

ind  eonropletion  of  which  have  been  unavoidably  delayed  until  this 

I  have  been  directed  to  state  that  the  extra  work  which  was 

iy  the  contractor  was  paid  him  ■-■"■  it  was  estimated  and  allowed 

engineer  of  the  company,  Chi      s  B.  Fisk,  Esq.  and  that  the 

es  of  the  bridge  were  used  i>  for  that  purpose. 

only  indebtedness  of  the  ct,.«r™y  is  the  mortgage  before  re 

.  j).     A  dividend  will  be  declared,  payable  in  January  1862. 


Very  respectfully. 


JOHN  M.  JEWETT,  Sw'y 
Va.  If  Md.  B. 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Finance*  of  the  Potomac  Bridge  Company  for  the 

year  ending  the  z&th  of  May  1851. 


To  cash  received  from  private  stockholder!  of  the  lit  instal- 
ment of  $  5  on  each  share,  ... 
To  caah  received  from  ditto,  of  2d  instalment*    - 


u 


it 


u 


3d 


tt 


tt 

14 

It 

4th 

if 

tt 

44 

tt 

5th 

ii 

To  cash  received  from  Board  of  public  works  of  Virginia : 
State's  1st  quota,  ... 

2d  quota,  ... 

3d  quo}a,  ... 


n 
u 


Total  receipts, 

Deduct  disbursements  for  the  Tear  ending  24th  May  1851 : 
Cash  paid  Abraham  Bowers,  sen.,  contractor,  nis  1st  estimate, 

as  made  by  C.  B.  Fisk,  engineer, 
Cash  paid  ditto,  bis  2d  estimate,         ... 
"  "  3d  estimate,         ... 

Cash  paid  editors  Baltimore  Sun,  for  publishing  notice  of  the 

payment  of  the  1st  instalment, 
Cash  paid  J.  P.  Schooly's  bill,  traveling  expenses  and  per 

diem  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  company, 
Cash  paid  editors  Loudoun  Chronicle,  for  publishing  notice  of 
payment  1st  instalment,  ... 

Cash  paid  B.  H.  Latrobe,  for  services  rendered  the  company 
as  engineer,  .... 

Cash  paid  Cushing  &  Brother,  for  press  and  seal, 
Cash  paid  editors  of  Baltimore  American,  for  publishing,  and 
for  having  published  in  Philadelphia  North  American  and 
National  Intelligencer,  proposals  to  build  bridge, 
Cash  paid  for  printing  receipts  for  instalments,    - 
J.  A.  Baugbman,  for  ferrying  engineer, 
editor  Loudoun  Chronicle,  for  notices  in  1847-'48, 
editors  Loudoun  Chronicle  and  Washingtonian,  for 
publishing  notices  2d  instalment, 
Cash  paid  Abraham  Bowers,  sen.,  1st  instalment, 

editors  Baltimore  American,  for  notice  2d  instalment, 
Abraham  Bowers,  sen.,  2d  instalment, 
Baltimore  American,  for  notice  3d  instalment, 
Abraham  Bowers,  sen.,  3d  instalment, 
Baltimore  American,  for  publishing  notice  of  annual 
meeting:  of  the  24th  of  May  1851, 
Cash  paid  Chronicle  and  Washingtonian,  for  publishing  no- 
tice of  3d  and  4th  instalments,  and  for  annual  meeting, 
Cash  paid  J.  P.  Schooly's  bill  traveling   expenses,  and  per 

diem  whilst  in  service  of  company, 
Cash  paid  Charles  Williams'  bill  traveling  expenses  and  per 

diem  whilst  in  service  of  company, 
Cash  paid  members  of  the  board  directors,  including  the  presi 
dent,  for  their  per  diem  allowance  whilst  attending  meetings 
Cash  paid  members  of  examining  committee, 

"  president's  salary  for  year  ending  24th  May  1851, 
"  secretary's  salary  for  year  ending  24th  May  1851, 
"        treasurer,  ... 

"        John  Janney,  attorney's  fee, 
44        for  books,  papers,  postage,  &c. 
Total  disbursements, 

Balance  money  on  hand, 

By  order  board  of  president  and  directors. 


it 


u 


a 


II 


41 


41 


44 
44 


f*40OOO 
2,265  00 
2,190  00 
1,455  00 
75  00 


1,600  00 
1,350  00 
1,350  00 


1,640  00 
2,260  00 
2,138  40 

3  75 

47  55 

2  00 

75  00 
17  00 

10  50 

200 

56 

3  50 

1  25 

300  00 
1  00 

300  00 
1  00 

300  00 

I  75 

3  13 

73  88 

26  05 

198  00 
6  00 
150  00 
100  00 
200  00 

5  00 

6  00 


8,385  00 


4,300  00 

12,685  00 


7,873  30 
$4,811  68 


8AMX  C.  LUCKETT,  Tnatmnr. 
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Liabilities  of  company : 
For  amount  doe  on  ferry  property,  (mortgage,)  -  ^^^^^ 

Means  of  payment: 

Amount  due  from  stockholders,  -  -  *  o  iS  55 

Bonds  and  notes  invested,  -  -  2.JJM  74 

Rents  due  April  1st,  1852,     -  -  -  290  00 

Cash  on  hand,                       •  •  -  -  559  o9 


By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 


$3,148  01 


JOHN  M.  JEWETT,  fet 
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RAILROAD   COMPANIES. 


Office  Va.  and  Tenn.  Railroad  Co. 

Lynchburg,  Dec.  5,  1851. 

Tames  Brown,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
railroad  company  made  to  the  stockholders  at  their  annual  meeting  on 
the  26th  of  November  last.  This  report,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, shews  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  this  company  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  1851,  and  contains  all  the  information  required  by 
the  Code  of  Virginia;  also  the  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  in  their 
last  general  meeting. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

O.  G.  CLAY,  Pre*. 

Va.  if  Tenn.  R.  Co. 


[Doc  No.  18.] 

*  *   «*>  r?*&*'  «**    Director*   to  the.  Stockholder*  of  the  Fir- 
£*aia  «■**  Temaetwee  Railroad  Company. 

Office  Va.  akd  Tbnn.  Railroad  Co, 
November  20,  1S61. 


I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  stockholders  a  fourth 
I  report,  shewing  tbe  condition  of  the  company.  In  fulfilling 
mmts  doty  required  at  ray  hands  by  your  charter,  I  shall  on  the  present 
•ceaaion  refer  to  tbe  reports  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  companv 
Sat  tbe  details  of  the  operations  during  the  past  year,  and  limit  this 
report  to  such  subjects  as  in  my  judgment  arc  worthy  of  attention,  m 
may  require  the  immediate  action  of  the  stockholders  in  their  genera! 
s^et-ng  assembled. 

Soon  after  your  adjournment  in  November  last,  a  meeting  of  the 
autnj  of  directors  was  held,  and  the  resolution  that  bad  been  adopted 
at  Tour  recent  meeting,  "  requesting  that  the  salary  of  tho  treasurer 
aan  clerk  be  raised  to  $1,250  per  annum,"  was  duly  considered. 

Tbe  board  being  fully  satisfied  that  tbe  then  incumbent,  although 
4Bjgrtt*nd  attentive  to  his  business,  could  not  perform  the  duties  of 
the  two  offices  without  an  assistant,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that 
tW  treasurer  should  receive  $1,000  per  annum  for  his  services,  and 
*ct  as  clerk  jw-o  tempore;  and  the  president  was  authorized  to  procure 
tjbe  services  of  some  suitable  person  to  aid  in  the  despatch  of  business 
mWfwr  >t  became  necessary.  The  board  then  proceeded  to  fill 
■Vat  idficr.  F.  G.  Morrison  was  unanimously  re-elected — executed 
|»«Sdal  bond  for  $10,000,  with  security  approved  by  the  board — 
aaMlaWjr  qualified  according  to  htw. 

VfeM  tbe  proposal  of  Crutwell,  Allies  St.  Co.  to  furnish  iron  rails 
6r  *«t  tvod  was  made,  such  was  the  condition  of  things  as  to  require 
■rjiatr  action,  and  the  contract  was  closed  by  the  board  under 
■rtH  belief  that  a  reasonable  reduction  of  the  tolls  would  be  made 
b*  tbe  president  and  directors  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  com- 
■Man  v1**  tbe  iron  ascending  the  canal.  Subsequently,  however,  upon 
jwalTJar  (be  matter,  they  did  "  not  feel  at  liberty  to  gratify-  their 
ojam  Jhjiirt.*  and  by  resolution  decided  that  no  reduction  of  lolls 
jurfrfc  k>  be  wade  on  railroad  iron,  unless  the  same  shall  be  embraced 
ii***v*er*l  revision  of  the  tariff  of  tolls. 

fc.  4jaj-'iwni'i'  of  this  decision,  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
*t  tfc»  &*$***  river  «nd  Kanawha  company  on  the  7(h  of  January 
fet  *b*  W«ml  of  (he  president  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  rail- 
M4M  -Naapaaw  itt  presented  by  Dr.  Early,  asking  that  the  iron  rails 
Uibu  uauwwanl  rn  tbe  canal  lor  tbe  company's  rnad  might  be  sab- 
JMMi  aatJb*  barmt  £tade  of  lolls ;  and  1  regret  to  inform  the  meeting 
:in;ilieiuiun  was  not  complied  with,  it  being  n- 
"  ■  to  reduce  the  tolls  on  the  iron  of  the  Virginia 
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It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to.  inform  the  stockholders  that  the  dif- 
ference with  the  Board  of  public  works  in  the  construction  of  the  15th 
section  of  the  66th  chapter  of  the  new  Code  of  Virginia,  in  not  con- 
sidering that  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  authorized  the  said 
board  to  appoint  more  than  two  directors,  has  been  properly  settled 
without  producing  a  jar  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  by  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Virginia,  passed  February  20th,  1861,  making 
the  state's  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  company  fully  equal  to  three- 
fifths  thereof.  The  subscription  was  accordingly  made  by  the  Board 
of  public  works,  and  Joseph  Wilson,  Esq.  was  appointed  as  a  third 
director  on  the  part  of  the  state.  Whereupon,  Col.  Thos.  J.  Boyd, 
one  of  the  three  directors  elected  by  the  stockholders  at  their  last  an- 
nual meeting,  addressed  a  letter  of  resignation  to  the  president,  which 
is  herewith  communicated.  In  passing  from  this  part  of  the  report, 
I  beg  leave  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  untiring  devotion  which 
have  characterized  the  services  he  has  rendered  the  company,  and 
which  entitle  him  to  our  gratitude. 

The  board  availed  themselves  of  the  sale  of  the  property  of  the 
Lynchburg  manufacturing  company,  to  secure  additional  room  for 
thie  erection  of  such  buildings  as  would  be  required  for  the  business  of 
tbe  company.  The  whole  cost  of  this  property,  including  some  ma- 
chinery of  value,  was  $  17,087.  Its  value  to  the  company  can  scarce- 
ly be  too  highly  estimated.  This  will  readily  be  understood  when 
we  compare  the  area  devoted  to  the  warehouse,  engine-house  and 
depot  yard  here,  with  that  of  other  roads  in  similar  circumstances. 
The  board  congratulate  themselves  on  being  enabled  by  this  pur- 
chase to  carry  out  such  plans  for  tbe  Lynchburg  terminus  of  the 
load  as  the  interests  of  the  company  imperatively  demand. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  company  will  be  seen  in  the 
report  of  the  treasurer,  herewith  submitted,  (marked  A.  and  B ;) 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  number  of  shares  held  by 
others  than  the  state  is  9,674,  and  by  the  commonwealth  1,125, 
making  together  the  capital  stock  $  2,092,400. 

The  balance  reported  in  the  treasury  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
was  $87,265  35.  The  amount  received,  in  cash  and  six  per  cent, 
bonds,  $836,919  20.  The  disbursements  of  the  current  year  have 
amounted  to  $  704,196  90,  leaving  in  the  treasury  a  nett  balance  of 
available  funds  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  (30th  Sept.)  $  219,988  05. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  company's  operations  during  the  past 
fiscal  year,  requisitions  have  been  made  on  the  stockholders,  from 
time  to  time,  amounting  in  all  to  thirty-five  dollars  per  share.  These 
requisitions  have  been  met  with  unusual  promptness ;  as  a  proof  of 
which,  the  payments  made  by  private  stockholders  have  at  all  times 
been  in  advance  of  the  instalments  due  from  the  state. 

Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  (30th  September)  the  individual 
subscriptions  have  been  increased  $  47,500,  making  the  subscription 
by  others  than  the  state,  $  1,014,900.  A  corresponding  subscription 
on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  (viz.  f )  would  be  $  1,522,360, 
making  together  $  2,537,250. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Smyth  have,  by 
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a  vole  of  the  people,  determined  lo  make  county  subscript!! 
stock  of  the  company  of  $53,40°,  which  will  draw  from  the  siMe 
$  SO,  100,  making  a  gross  addition  lo  the  means  of  the  company  of 
$133,600. 

There  is  now  wanting,  as  shewn  by  this  estimate,  only  $  131,100 
more  of  individual  subscription  to  complete  the  whole  capital  stock  of 
$  3,000,000. 

It  was  known  lo  the  general  assembly,  by  the  estimates  laid  before 
them  previous  to  the  state  becoming  interested  in  this  work,  that  the 
capital  of  the  company  would  have  lo  be  increased  to  some  extent. 

As  the  legislature  of  Virginia  will  in  future  meet  only  once  in  two 
years,  some  step  must  be  taken  at  die  approaching  session  lo  procure 
the  necessary  increase  of  ihe  capital  slock  of  ihe  company  ;  and  [he 
board  suggest,  as  being  good  policy,  lo  prevent  any  interrupt  ion  In 
the  sure  and  speedy  completion  of  ihe  work,  lhat  authority  be  given 
thein  to  make  temporary  loans  in  case  of  necessity,  under  such  re- 
strictions as  might  be  regarded  as  being  prudent  and  proper.  A  wise 
forecast  admonishes  us  to  place  our  credit  beyond  the  reach  of  con- 
tingency. 

It  was  staled  in  the  last  annual  report  that  a  contract  had  been 
made  wilh  Crutwell,  Allies  &  Co.  fbr  G,000  tons  of  rails,  to  be  manu- 
factured of  the  best  iron,  and  its  delivery  had  commenced. 

Of  lhat  amount  4,688  tons  have  been  delivered,  and  I  have  been 
advised  the  balance  is  all  afloat.  These  rails  appear  to  be  of  excel- 
lent quality  and  well  made. 

No  exertion  has  been  spared  to  procure  from  the  landholders  a  re- 
linquishment of  their  claims  to  damages  for  ihe  right  of  way  through 
their  property.  In  many  cases  the  proprietors  have  evinced  an  en- 
lightened appreciation  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  them  by  the  con- 
struction ol  our  improvement,  and,  wilh  commendable  public  spirit, 
given  a  free  relinquishment  of  all  such  claims. 

It  would  seem  reasonable  that  the  owners  of  property  along  a  pub- 
lic work,  which  enhances  its  value  so  greatly,  should  act  thus.  Still 
there  are  many  who  do  not  take  this  view  of  the  matter.  The  board 
therefore  thought  it  right  to  act  with  a  similar  spirit  of  liberality,  and 
have  resolved  to  give  such  persons  as  have  manifested  this  friendly 
disposition  towards  ihe  work  a  free  passage  on  the  road  fbr  three 
years. 

All  the  claims  for  the  right  of  way,  as  far  as  Salem,  have  been  set- 
tled, with  the  cxceplion  of  some  incidental  damages  of  small  amount 
accruing  since  the  assessments.  The  greater  part  of  the  damages  in 
the  second  division  have  been  assessed,  and  a  large  portion  paid; 
and  all  remaining  claims  for  damages  on  the  entire  location  to  the 
Tennessee  line  will  be  assessed  during  the  present  month. 

On  the  4lh  of  December  last  the  board  placed  under  contract  most 
.  of  the  heavy  work  between  Salem  and  Wytheville,  and  subsequently 
more  has  been  let  to  contractors  of  experience  and  responsibility,  on 
satisfactory  terms,  and  now  three  light  sections  only  remain,  which 
can  easily  be  finished  before  wanted. 
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This  step  was  determined  on  previously  to  your  last  meeting,  and 
indeed  many  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  company  were  made 
under  an  implied  pledge  to  carry  out  such  a  policy.  The  stockhol- 
ders at  their  last  meeting,  approved  the  plan  as  then  proposed,  and 
since  followed  by  the  board. 

For  the  progress  of  the  work  and  its  present  condition,  I  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  which  is  herewith  communicated. 

The  board  have  steadily  pursused  the  instructions  given  by  the 
stockholders  at  their  second  annual  meeting,  and  have  done  all  that 
sound  discretion  would  permit.  Few  works  in  this  country  have 
ever  progressed  more  rapidly,  and  everything  has  been  done  that  was 
necessary  to  make  the  work  perfect  and  durable. 

In  pursuance  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  company,  a  letting  has  been 
advertised,  to  take  place  at  Wytheville,  of  so  much  of  the  work  be- 
tween that  place  and  the  Tennessee  line  as  the  condition  of  the  finances 
will  permit. 

The  survey  for  the  New  river  branch,  as  reported  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer, shews  that  a  very  favorable  line  can  be  obtained.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  if  a  branch  of  our  road  be  constructed  down  New  river  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier,  this  line  can  carry  the  tonnage  destined 
for  Richmond  against  all  competition  from  other  roads.  So  that  even 
if  other  interests  should  require  and  the  state  should  authorize  a  road 
between  these  points  passing  through  Staunton,  it  would  not  diminish 
the  necessity  for  the  branch  proposed,  nor  affect  its  value. 

It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the  board  be  authorized  to  apply  for 
such  a  modification  of  the  charters  of  this  company,  as  will  enable 
them  to  construct  a  railroad  down  the  valley  of  the  New  river  and 
Kanawha,  with  branches  to  Guyandotte  and  Point  Pleasant. 

It  is  contemplated,  in  the  event  of  this  beiag  done,  to  keep  the  stock 
of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  and  that  of  the  branch  sepa- 
rate, and  make  the  dividends  separate,  as  is  the  case  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Washington  branch. 

Having  now  acquitted  myself  of  the  duties  of  my  official  station, 
in  laying  before  you,  as  succinctly  as  I  could,  the  condition  of  the 
company,  and  inviting  attention  to  such  measures  as  are  regarded  im- 
portant to  its  welfare,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made 
ot  the  administration  of  your  affairs  will  satisfy  you  that  every  pro- 
per attention  has  been  paid  to  the  interest  of  the  company  by  those 
who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  management  of  a  work  calculated 
to  afford  relief  to  the  wants  of  our  common  country  and  elevate  the 
destinies  of  our  beloved  old  commonwealth. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  G.  CLAY,  Pres't. 
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[A.] 

'he    ttate   of  the   Virginia   and  Tennmtc  Railroad  Company  for  tat 

year  ending   30th  September  1851. 

il  slock  authorized  by  Ihc  charier  $3,000,000: 

i  by  nib"*  ilian  Uio  si;ns  !)tJ~-l  slurc,  nt  $100  each,  i» 

967.400  01 

by  the       aroonwoBtlb  11,350         "        " 

1,135,000  00 

t  to  credit         ant  account. 

na  75 

oi  -gant, 

it  e  rent  account. 

53  HJ 

760  es 

Bei           lavingi  bank,    - 

20.00000 

'       -„_  .ir  real  estate,  (B.  payable  account,) 

15,800  M 

ak  of  Viraimn  Lynchburg,  (■tutement  B,) 

69JW6PH 

lin  Lynchburg,  ,stnfeincnt  B,) 

49,334  77 

bnl           i,  (statement  B.) 

200  M 

18318,188  H 

iinnioii  wealth's  subscription  unpaid, 

540,000  00 

^ " 

her  subscriptions  than  Ilia  state  unpaid. 

■155.iK»5  'i8 

lujni  expended  in  construction  of  work  from  date: 

616,995  11 
80,564  58 

lure,  (including  iron,) 

l«i.B40  71 
13.257  37 

]._.            n  laud  damages  same  limo, 

18,327  99 

•uunta  expended  on  other  accounts  aarue  time,  viz : 

Real  estate  for  depot  purpose*. 

46,964  05 

Contingeni  expousos. 

1,559  66 

Engineering  expense*, 

41,144  56 

Office  expense, 

1,566  20 

Perao rial  properly  account, 
Re  pairs,  fsattie  as  Inst  year,) 

8,294  53 

4a  34 

Priuling,  (sains  a*  lost  year,) 

629  16 

Salary  account. 

1,410  60 

t  in  hands  of  agent*  to  be  accounted  for, 

10,153  73 

Duo  from  individual*  for  property  sold, 

130  00 

Cash  on  hand,  per  alalemenl  B, 

219,986  05 

JJ2.24S.153  9f. 

1 ' 

F.  G.  MORRISON, 
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A  Statement  of  the  Receipt*  and  Disbursements  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  90th 

September  1851. 


4« 
44 

»4 

i« 
44 
44 
44 
44 


II 


44 


44 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  per  last  annual  report. 

Receipts  daring  the  year,  viz : 

Amount  received  from  others  than  the  state, 

from  agents  for  collections  on  instalments,  &c. 
from  Board  of  public  works, 
from  interest  on  instalments,  &c. 
borrowed  from  Bedford  savings  bank, 
received  for  rent  of  lumber  houses, 

"    for  personal  property  sold,  (1  horse,) 
due  Bank  of  Virginia  Lynchburg, 
due  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  Lynchburg, 
Total  receipts, 


Not*.— The  two  last  items  due  to  the  two  banks  are  for 
checks  drawn  by  the  company  and  cashed  by 
individual  members  of  the  board,  and  are  now 
held  by  them. 

Deduct  disbursements  during  same  time : 

Paid  for  construction  of  work,  viz : 

Graduation,  .... 

Masonry,  - 

Superstructure,  ... 

Depots,  Ac.  .... 

Paid  for  salaries  of  officers,  including  pay  and  mileage  of 

directors,  Sec.  ... 

Paid  for  engineering  expenses, 

land  damages, 

chief  engineer,  for  engineering  expenses, 

office  expense,  viz :  rent,  fuel,  lights,  &c. 

treasurer,  for  office  and  other  expenses, 

interest  on  advanced  payments  upon  stock,  &c. 

contingent  expenses,  printing  reports,  <fcc. 

real  estate,  for  depot  purposes,  recording  deeds,  &c. 

bills  payable,  paid  Bedford  savings  bank,  part  note, 

personal  property,  (1  iron  safe,) 

principal  assistant  engineer,  for  expenses  his  party 
on  account,  ... 

Total  disbursements, 


87,265  36 


44 


44 


44 
44 
41 
44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


Balance  of  money  on  hand,  viz : 
n  different  banks, 

a  corporation  Lynchburg  6  per  cent  bonds, 
ii  Richmond  city  6  per  cent,  bonds, 


273,380  64 

29,280  80 

390,000  00 

5,259  61 

20,215  60 

131  25 

30  00 

69,286  88 

49,334  77 


415,578  34 
53,566  87 

184,232  73 
11,357  35 

3,954  95 
11,748  85 

8,277  64 

7,448  27 
640  31 
650  00 

4,828  94 
221  00 

1,060  05 
215  60 
166  00 

250  00 


12,588  05 

149,400  00 

58,000  00 


836,919  60 
924,184  95 


704,196  90 


f  219.988  05 


E.  E. 


F.  G.  MORRI80N,  Tnasmrer. 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 

of  President,  Directors  and  other  Officers  and  Agent*  of  tht 
^iiiia  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  on.  [he  30th  day  of  Sep- 
>xr  18S1,  with  the  Salaries  of  each. 

sideut,  O.  G.  Clay,  $  1,500  per  annum  and  travelling  expenses, 

iviously  approved  fay  the  board  of  directors; 

.j  Davis,  John  R.   McDaniel,  Charles  H.  Lynch,  Thos.  L. 

^.on,  Joseph  Wilson,  directors — S  -i   per  day  while  in   attendance 

n  the  board,  and  fifteen  cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  traveled  to 

from  meetings  of  the  board,  but  no  per  diem  when  traveling;  F. 


Morrison,  Ireasurer — §1,000 


per  a 


's  for  collecting  Instalments    upon    'lie   Stock  of  the   Company  in  tit 
Counties  West  of  Campbell. 

,.  A.  Clayton,  Bedford  ;  A-  K«»l-       lanoke ;  David  Burnett,  Mont- 

nery,  Pulaski  and  Floyd  ;  rison,  Wythe;  Win.  W.  Hau- 

Smyth;   Wm.  K.  HeisL...,        -..ington;    Samuel  M.  Caurant, 

vson — 2J  percent,  upon  collections;  Jno.  R.  Hughes,  Lynchburg 
Campbell  county,  S500. 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directors, 

F.  G.  MORHISON,  T,eas. 
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List  of  Engineers  in  the  employment  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Rail- 
road Company,  on  the  30£A  day  of  September  1851,  with  the  Salary  of 
each. 

Charles  F.  M.  Garnett,  chief  engineer,     -  $3,600 

Andrew  Ellison,  jr.  principal  assistant  engineer,                -  2,500 

Wm.  S.  Ellison,  division  engineer,           ...  1,200 

Montgomery  Lynch,  division  engineer,                 -            -  1,200 

James  H.  jiuford,  assistant          "          -                         -  840 

Robert  L.  Owen,          "                 «           .            .            .  840 

Walter  Izard,                "                 «...  720 

Theodore  Moreno,       "                 "                        -  720 

Peter  Copland,             "                 "                        -            -  720 

M.  Green  Peyton,         "                 u  720 

Charles  H.  Dimmock, "                "...  720 

F.  S-  Mosby,                "                "  720 

Christ.  V.  Winfree,      "                 "  720 

8.  T.  Pendleton,          "                "  720 

Ed.  Winston,  jr.  rodman,          ....  360 

Jas.  M.  Daniel,  jr.       "                ....  360 

W.  W.  Woolfolk,         "  '             -            -            -            -  360 

N.  B. — All  the  salaries  cover  every  expense,  except  that  of  the  di- 
vision engineer  residing  in  Lynchburg,  to  wftm  an  allowance  of  ten 
dollars  per  month  is  made  for  extra  expenses,  and  the  necessary  ex- 

Eenses  of  the  exploring  party  while  in  camp.     In  this  party  are 
[essrs.  Owen,  Pendleton,  Winston  and  Woolfolk. 

By  order  of  the  president  and  directors. 

F.  G.  MORRISON,  Treas. 


ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 


and   Ti:n\.   It aim!>: 
November  26th,   1851. 


In  compliance  with  established  usage,  I  present  the 
following  annual  report: 

The  difficulties  encountered  in  executing  the  work  between  Lynch- 
burg and  Salem  have  been  greater  than  was  expected.  Every  pan 
of  llic  work  lias  been  prosecuted  diligently,  and  on  the  deep  escala- 
tions containing  rock  all  the  force  that  could  be  worked  to  advantage 
has  been  employed.  It  was,  however,  found  impossible  lo  complete 
the  difficut  points  in  time  to  lay  the  whole  track  as  soon  as  proposed. 

These  points  being  near  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  road,  it  was  ne- 
cessary lo  incur  some  expense  hauling  iron,  in  order  lo  finish  the  tract 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  This  additional  expense  will  be  amply 
repaid  by  the  use  of  the  road  some  months  sooner  than  could  other- 
wise be  expected. 

It  may  now  be  promised  with. certainty  that  the  road  will  be  in  ope- 
ration to  Liberty  in  the  month  of  January,  to  Buford's  in  (he  month  of 
March,  and  to  Salem  iif  July — and  ten  miles  beyond  Salem  can  go 
into  operation  in  six  weeks  after  the  road  reaches  that  point.  For 
this  ten  miles  the  iron  is  not  yet  purchased. 

The  track  of  this  road  consists  of  a  rj  rail  weighing  60  lbs.  to  tbe 
yard,  laid  on  substantial  oak,  chestnut  or  locust  cross  ties  9  feel  long, 
averaging  in  size  about  6J  X  10  inches,  and  laid  every  two  and  a  half 
feel.  'Die  limber  is  much  larger  and  of  better  quality  than  lhat  gene- 
rally used  on  railroads,  affording  great  firmness  and  security  to  tbe 
track.  The  iron  rails  are  of  the  very  best  quality  of  imported  rail*. 
The  chairs  are  cast  iron  of  the  very  best  quality  lhat  can  be  made 
from  the  Virginia  ores :  they  weigh  19  lbs.  and  are  cast  with  a  projec- 
tion lo  fit  into  the  hollow  of  the  rail.  This  metal  possesses  great 
toughness.  The  spikes,  too,  arc  made  of  the  very  best  bar  that  can 
be  produced  from  Virginia  charcoal  pig,  and  are  superior  to  any  other; 
made  from  different  rnetals. 

This  track  is  believed  to  combine  every  quality  essential  to  a  good 
road,  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  to  secure  in  the  fulure  operations  rf 
the  company  both  safely  and  economy.  Few,  if  any,  can  be  found 
of  better  materials  or  better  construction.  The  passenger  trains  will 
be  able  to  attain  a  speed  of  thirty  rnilcs  per  hour  on  this  road  with 
perfect  safety. 

Under  the  contract  with  Mr.  F.  B.  Deane,  jr.  the  cars  necessary  to 
equip  the  road  are  now  in  process  of  construction  at  this  place,  and 
the  quality  of  the  work,  as  far  as  it  has  progressed,  is  such  as  to  vin- 
dicate fully  the  policy  of  the  board  in  securing  these  articles  of  Vir- 
ginia manufacture.  A  sufficient  number  of  these  cars  for  present  use 
will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  next  month. 
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The  contract  with  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Esq.  of  Richmond  was 
limited  to  five  locomotives,  one  of  which  is  to  be  completed  by  the  1st 
Df  December,  and  can  be  on  the  road  by  the  middle  of  that  month. 

Great  care  has  been  used  in  selecting  the  materials  for  these  ma- 
shines,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  their  performance  will  be  such 
as  to  do  credit  to  the  enterprising  builder.  This  gentleman  has  re- 
sentlv  associated  with  himself  Mr.  John  Souther  of  Boston,  whose 
reputation  stands  deservedly  high  among  the  New  England  manufac- 
turers. They  will  be  prepared  to  complete  four  or  more  locomotives 
per  month,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  receive  southern  patronage,  such 
as  will  enable  them  to  build  up  in  the  southern  states  an  establishment 
of  the  first  class.  Their  success  will  prove  highly  important  to  the 
whole  South,  and  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  railroads  of 
Virginia. 

As  it  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  have  a  locomotive  on  the 
road  by  the  15th  December,  it  was  thought  most  prudent  to  guard 
against  any  possible  delay  in  the  delivery  of  those  already  contracted 
for  by  the  purchase  of  one  from  Mr.  Souther,  to  be  shipped  from  Bos- 
ton on  the  27th  inst. 

The  plans  for  accommodating  the  business  of  the  road  at  Lynch- 
burg have  been  greatly  enlarged  since  the  period  of  my  last  report. 
The  purchase  of  the  cotton  factory  property  has  made  room  for  an 
engine-house  and  machine  shop.  The  buildings  now  in  progress 
here  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  our  business, 
but  previous  to  this  last  purchase  there  was  not  ground  enough  to  erect 
them  on.  The  arrangements  now  made  are  as  perfect  as  the  space 
occupied  will  admit  of,  and  will  accommodate  a  very  large  business, 
though  the  time  may  come  when  a  larger  surface  of  ground  might  be 
advantageously  used. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  provision  in  the  general  railroad 
law,  which  forbids  companies  to  acquire  more  than  three  acres  of  land 
in  any  one  parcel.  Three  acres  are  the  smallest  amount  which  will  be 
required  for  the  most  ordinary  country  depot.  The  space  covered 
by  the  buildings  and  that  occupied  by  wood  for  the  supply  of  the  en- 
gines will  leave  no  more  than  enough  for  the  wagons  to  stand  on  which 
are  encaged  in  transportation  to  and  from  the  road. 

At  the  termini  of  the  road,  and  whenever  an  unusual  amount  of  bu- 
siness is  expected,  more  than  three  acres  will  be  required. 

The  Boston  and  Worcester  railroad  company  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  add  to  their  grounds  in  Boston,  at  different  periods  and  at  an 
enormous  expense,  until  they  have  reached  the  amount  of  nine  or  ten 
acres.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company  have  acquired 
forty  acres  in  Baltimore,  which,  it  is  thought,  will  be  highly  advanta- 
geous to  their  business. 

The  Georgia  railroad  company  commenced  with  what  they  consi- 
dered an  ample  allowance  of  ground  in  Augusta.  They  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  purchase  more  after  a  great  increase  had  taken  place  in 
the  value  of  land  around.  The  same  deficiency  of  room  was  again 
discovered,  until,  by  three  successive  purchases,  at  higher  prices  each 
time,  they  have  now  acquired  fifteen  acres  in  Augusta,  which  they 
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find  little  enough  for  their  business.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  great 
freight  road  in  Virginia,  and  many  are  not  aware  of  what  is  required 
for  the  depot  of  such  a  road. 

A  great  amount  of  work  has  been  done  on  the  line  between  Salem 
and  W  ytbeville,  a  heavy  force  having  been  engaged  for  the  past  year. 
The  ten  miles  ascending  the  Alleghany  mountain  north  of  Christians- 
burg  constitute  the  heaviest  portion  of  our  work,  and  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  complete  it  sooner  tnan  May  1853.  If  the  remainder  of  the 
road  could  be  let  by  August  next,  all  the  graduation  could  easily  be 
completed  as  soon  as  this  ten  miles. 

After  the  grading  is  completed  the  superstructure  can  be  laid  at  the 
rate  often  miles  per  month.  This  would  secure  the  completion  of 
the  work  by  June  1854,  if  no  delay  should  occur  for  the  want  of 
money,  even  if  the  remainder  of  the  line  should  not  be  placed  under 
contract  until  the  end  of  next  year — so  that  nothing  would  be  gained 
by  placing  the  light  work  beyond  Wy theville  under  contract  before  a 
year  hence.  The  greater  part  of  the  distance  between  WytheviDe 
and  the  state  line  is  very  light. 

A  party  of  engineers  has  been  employed  for  the  last  twelve  months 
in  revising  and  improving  the  line  from  Salem  to  the  state  line,  and 
completing  the  definite  location,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  weeks 
devoted  to  the  New  river  survey.  The  exact  length  of  the  road,  aa 
now  located,  is  204-fV  miles;  and  these  examinations  have  resulted  in 
important  improvements  in  the  character  of  the  line.  It  is  believed 
that  some  time  may  yet  be  profitably  spent  in  this"  way.  A  company 
can  pay  no  money  more  profitably  than  that  which  is  expended  in  the 
thorough  examination  of  the  country  before  a  final  location  is  made. 

The  party  were  engaged  about  six  weeks  in  making  a  survey  from 
a  point  near  Christiansburg  on  our  road,  down  New  river,  to  the  month 
of  Indian  creek.  At  this  point  they  connected  with  a  survey  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  state.  From  Christiansburg  to  Indian 
creek  a  very  favorable  route  was  found.  No  grade  exceeding  60  feet 
per  mile,  rising  eastward,  and  none  greater  than  68  feet  per  mile,  fall- 
ing eastward,  would  be  required — thus  preserving  the  same  limits  of 
graduation  used  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad.  The  de- 
scent from  the  summit  at  Christiansburg  is  by  a  succession  of  grades, 
none  exceeding  60  feet  per  mile,  and  no  very  expensive  work  is  en- 
countered. 

The  valley  of  New  river  is  reached  near  Major  James  Kent's,  after 
which  the  work  is  light  and  the  grades  are  very  gentle.  In  a  few 
places  the  maximum  grades  are  used  for  short  distances  to  cut  off 
bends  of  the  river  and  save  distance. 

From  Christiansburg  to  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek  is  62}  miles, 
and  will  cost  $  1,062,500,  or  $  17,000  per  mile.  We  find  in  Mr. 
Shaw's  report  the  distance  from  Indian  creek  to  Oreenbrier  to  be  14! 
miles,  and  the  cost  of  graduation,  bridging  and  masonry  to  be 
$  77,760.  Adding  $  105,000  for  superstructure  will  give  for  the  cost 
of  771  miles,  from  Christiansburg  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier 
$  1,235,260,  or  a  fraction  under  $  16,000  per  mile.  But  to  cover  the 
cost  of  depots,  cars,  engines  and  all  contingencies,  we  will  call  it 
$20,000  per  mile,  which  for  77*  miles,  is  $  1,645,000. 
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Let  us  compare  the  two  routes  proposed  between  the  mouth  of 
Greenbrier  and  Richmond.  First,  by  the  Central  railroad  we  have 
the  following  distances : 

From  Richmond  to  Charlottesville,                -                -  100  mis, 

From  Charlottesville  to  Staunton,                  -  40 

From  Staunton  to  Covington,                         -  70 

From  Covington  to  mouth  of  Greenbrier,         .             -  76J 
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The  distances,  by  way  of  Christiansburg,  Lynchburg,  &c.  are, 
From  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  -  -  115  mis. 

From  Lynchburg  to  Christiansburg,         -  -  86     " 

From  Christiansburg  to  mouth  of  Greenbrier,  -  77J   " 

278j 

Making  a  distance  of  7|  miles  in  favor  of  the  Lynchburg  route. 
Qn  this  route  the  grades  are  60  feet  per  mile  opposing  the  heavy  trade, 
tod  68  feet  with  it,  while  on  the  Covington  ana  Staunton  route  there 
ire  grades  of  105  feet  per  mile  both  ways — five  continuous  miles  of 
j|  on  the  eastern  slope  and  l£  on  the  western  slope  of  the  mountain. 
J?his  last  may  be  substituted  by  2  miles  of  92-iV  feet  per  mile,  but  of 
gDuree  the  expense  would  be  increased. 

This  feature  alone  would  enable  the  Lynchburg  line  to  compete 
gnccessfully  with  the  Central  railroad  for  all  the  tonnage  offered  for 
transportation  between  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  and  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. But  suppose  this  western  trade  or  any  portion  of  it  to  be  des- 
tined for  Petersburg  or  Norfolk,  this  road  would  then  be  30  miles 
shorter  than  the  Central  to  either  of  these  points. 

So  that  the  Lynchburg  route  is  the  shortest  for  all  three  of  the  towns 
OB  the  lower  James  river ;  and  a  trade  sufficient  to  increase  them  all 
three  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  their  friends,  and 
build  them  up  into  large  cities  capable  of  entering  into  competition 
"with  the  great  markets  of  the  North,  would  be  secured  to  them  and 
carried  out  of  the  reach  of  Baltimore. 

With  a  railroad  from  Staunton  to  Winchester,  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  predict  where  all  the  tonnage  brought  from  New  river  to 
Staunton  would  find  a  market.  There  should  be  no  rivalry  between 
the  markets  of  Virginia :  if  true  to  themselves  they  can  all  flourish. 
Let  them  lay  aside  all  jealousies,  and  exert  their  united  strength  to 
complete  the  shortest,  the  cheapest,  the  most  efficient  and  in  all  re- 
spects the  best  route  to  the  Ohio  river  as  well  as  to  the  Tennessee  line. 
Let  each  town  and  city  secure  a  connection  with  this  great  trunk,  and 
there  will  be  a  commerce  poured  down  on  our  eastern  border  which 
will  fill  the  measure  of  their  prosperity.  Such  a  system,  faithfully 
carried  out,  would  at  once  erect  Virginia,  with  her  diversified  interests 
and  pursuits,  into  a  powerful  empire.  Let  them  faithfully  investigate 
the  subject  and  adopt  the  best  route,  whichever  that  may  be. 

And  here  let  us  take  another  view  of  this  question. 
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It  has  been  shewn  dial  the  line  through  Lynchburg  gives  Richmond 
the  nearest  fine,  with  the  best  grades  to  the  month  of  OmnbiiM 
Hie  stock  is  already  provided  and  a  large  portion  of  the  wotfcis'dottfc 
far  a  road  from  Richmond  to  Cbiistiansouig,  within  77$  mSes  of  In 
month  of  Greenbrier.  This  distance  alone  remains  to  be  pibvidei 
fcr,  and  will  cost  at  the  utmost  S  1,545,000.  ! 

Now  suppose  the  Central  road  to  be  completed  to  a  point  16  ntiki 
west  of  Charlottesville:  this  is  within  170  miles  of  the  mouth  of  Green- 
brier, with  the  Blue  Ridge  tunnel  to  go  through;  and  the  most  favorable 
estimates  ever  yet  made  would  warrant  us  in  supposing  that  there  was 
yet  required  $80,000  per  mile  lor  this  whole  distance,  or  $3j400tita. 

Deduct  the  distance  and  cost  of  a  road  between  Christiansbnrgattt 
die  mouth  of  Greenbrier,  and  it  will  be  evident  that  the  state  'wmk 
make  99$  miles  more  of  new  road  and  spend  $  1,856,000  more'moae^ 
to  construct  this  road  than  would  be  required  to  accomplish  the  veiy 
same  object  by  the  line  through  Lynchburg. 

In  tins  comparison  the  Central  railroad  bas  received  the  benefit  of 
the  fewest  estimates  ever  made  by  any  one  for  it  Major  Walter 
Gwynn,  chief  engineer  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  comptaoy, 
has  expressed  the  opinion,  in  his  last  report,  that  it  will  cost  a  gtwt 
deal  more.  ■■(■■ 

It  may  be  added  that  the  gauge  of  track  on  the  Lynchburg  roots 
gives  it  a  great  superiority  over  the  other,  and  that  all  of  the  ooa'ii' 
bid  with  a  substantial  rail,  while  most  of  the  distance  between  Rich- 
mond and  Charlottesville  is  laid  with  plate  rail. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  though  the  Central  road  may  be  valuable 
as  a  local  work,  and  may  in  that  light  deserve  the  patronage  of  the 
state,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  best  route  from  the  valley  of 
New  river  to  Richmond  being  through  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
railroad. 

This  question,  after  all,  is  of  far  greater  importance  to  the  state  at 
large,  and  especially  to  tide  water  and  the  country  between  the  mouth 
of  Greenbrier  and  the  Ohio  river,  than  it  is  to  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad  companv.  These  distant  sections  of  the  state  have  a 
deep  and  vital  interest  in  securing  their  union  by  the  most  certain  and 
efficient  method  that  can  be  adopted. 

To  complete  this  scheme,  the  road  from  Petersburg  to  Norfolk 
should  be  finished.  Then  the  road  should  be  extended  down  the 
valley  of  the  Kanawha  to  a  point  below  the  mouth  of  Coal  river. 
Thence  one  branch  should  extend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha, 
continuing  across  the  Ohio  river  to  Chilicothe,  where  it  would  intersect 
the  great  Cincinnati  and  Belpre  road.  Another  branch  should  go  to 
Guyandotte,  and  be  extended  to  meet  the  line  of  roads  running  from 
Louisville,  through  Frankfort,  in  that  direction. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  a  railroad  from  Cincinnati  to  Richmond 
could  not  compete  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road,  because  the 
latter  is  the  shortest  by  a  few  miles. 

The  distance  from  Cincinnati  by  way  of  Parkersburg  and  the  rail- 
road to  Baltimore,  is  580  miles.  The  distance  by  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral road  to  Richmond  is  600  miles.     By  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
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road,  as  was  shewn,  the  distance  is  7f  miles  less,  leaving  only  12£ 
miles  in  favor  of  Baltimore. 

If  we  apply  to  this  case  the  rule  generally  used  for  assigning  to  a 
certain  amount  of  ascents  and  descents  on  a  road  their  equivalent  in 
distance,  we  will  find  the  route  by  Lynchburg  to  be  very  greatly  the 
shortest  On  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  there  is  one  continuous 
grade  twelve  miles  long,  of  116  feet  per  mile.  There  are  many 
other  grades  on  that  road  less  than  this  but  still  much  higher  than 
those  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad.  On  this  road,  as  be- 
fore stated,  the  limits  are  60  feet  per  mile  in  one  direction  and  68  feet 
in  the  other.  This  would  give  an  incalculable  advantage  to  our  line. 
The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company  have  tried  to  obviate  the 
difficulty  of  these  high  grades  by  the  use  of  heavy  engines,  which 
crushed  their  track  rapidly.  The  laws  of  gravity  are  stubborn  facts, 
which  can  neither  be  removed  nor  overcome.  Other  things  being 
equal,,  the  expense  of  transportation  on  the  road  will  be  in  proportion 
as  that  road  approaches  or  departs  from  a  level. 

To  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  rapid  decrease  of  the  effective  power  of 
a  locomotive  as  the  grade  increases,  the  following  table  is  given, 
shewing  the  nett  weight  (in  tons  of  2,000  lbs.)  which  can  be  drawn  by 
a  24  ton  engine  with  eight  drawing  wheels  on  different  grades  from  a 
level  to  120  feet  per  mile : 


FEET  PER  MILE. 

Grade, 

Level.  |    10  |    20  |    30  |    40 

50  |    60  |    70  |     80  |    90  |  100 

110  | 

120 

Weight, 

616  |  408  |  307  |  243  j  202 

168  j  144  |  126  |  112  |  100  |    90 

82  | 

74 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  relative  cost  of  transportation  over 
different  grades  by  a  glance  at  this  table.  The  effective  power  of  a 
locomotive  on  a  grade  of  68  feet  per  mile,  is  nearly  70  per  cent, 
greater  than  on  one  of  116  feet  per  mile. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  if  Virginia  constructs  the  best  road  that 
can  be  made  from  the  Ohio  river  to  Richmond  and  the  other  Chesa- 
peake markets  of  the  state,  that  road  can  compete  successfully  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  for  tonnage.  But  it  is  of  vital  impor- 
tance that  Virginia  should  avail  herself  01  every  advantage  that  nature 
has  given  ber  in  such  a  close  contest/  With  regard  to  travel,  much 
of  it  will  follow  the  tonnage,  but  that  which  leaves  Cincinnati  or 
Chilicothe  for  Baltimore  and  points  north  of  it,  will  not  come  through 
Richmond. 

To  apply  the  above  table  in  a  comparison  between  the  Central  and 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad,  taking  105  feet  per  mile  as  the 
ruling  grade  on  one,  and  68  feet  as  the  ruling  grade  on  the  other,  it 
will  oe  found  that  the  locomotive  would  draw  a  nett  weight  on  the 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  about  51  per  cent,  greater  than  it 
could  draw  on  the  Central  railroad. 

There  is  nothing  of  more  importance  to  the  success  of  a  road  than 
the  proper  adjustment  of  the  tariff  of  freights ;  and  as  that  subject  will 
require  the  early  attention  of  the  board,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to 
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make  some  recommendations  in  reference  to  it,  founded  on  the  results 
of  a  somewhat  extended  experience.  The  great  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  transportation,  which  only  a  few  years  ago  was  six  cents  per  ton 
per  mile,  and  is  now  variously  estimated  at  from  one  to  two  cents  per 
ton  per  mile,  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  as  well  as  gratifying  fea- 
tures in  railroad  progress.  Only  22  years  have  elapsed  since  the  in- 
vention of  the  locomotive  on  such  a  plan  as  to  be  practically  useful. 
If  such  rapid  advances  have  been  made  in  the  economy  of  its  open* 
tion  in  so  short  a  lime,  we  may  confidently  expect  farther  improve- 
ments, and  a  very  few  years  may  see  the  present  rates  of  transporta- 
tion greatly  reduced. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  says :  "  The  Readhg 
railroad  employs  in  all  about  1,500  persons,  at  salaries  and  wages  re- 
spectively of  about  $60,000  per  month,  or  $720,000  per  annum.  It 
consumes  materials  in  value  of  $  20,000  per  month,  or  about  $  6,000 
a  week,  causing  in  all  (consumption  of  materials,  salaries  and  wages,) 
an  annual  outlay  of  $  960,000 — all  expended  on  its  own  ground.  Some 
of  the  items  of  its  manufacture  are  particularly  interesting  and  striking. 
Thus,  it  manufactures  30  wheels  a  day  to  perpetuate  its  machinery 
and  cars,  and  requires  annually  from  seven  to  eight  hundred  tons  of 
new  rails  for  repairs  only.  It  consumes  daily  450  cords  of  wood, 
and  evaporates,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  half  a  million  gallons  of 
water. 

"  Yet,  with  all  the  expenses  of  the  road,  the  employment  of  so  many 
hands,  the  consumption  of  fuel,  labor,  repairs,  &c.,  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation falls  short  of  62  cents  per  ton,  such  is  the  enormous  quantity 
of  coal  brought  down  every  year  for  consumption.  Indeed  the  Read- 
ing railroad  transports  more  tons  of  merchandize,  and  receives  more 
per  mile  than  any  railroad  in  the  world,  and  exceeds,  in  this  respect, 
both  the  Great  Western  and  the  London  and  Birmingham  railroads  in 
England." 

This  has  been  copied  to  shew  the  extremely  low  cost  of  transpor- 
tation under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  This  road  is  100 
miles  long,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  is  ■$&  of  a  cent  per  ton  per 
mile. 

This  low  cost  is  owing  to  several  causes  which  do  not  ordinarily 
exist. 

First,  the  extraordinary  amount  of  tonnage  carried ;  secondly, 
its  homogeneous  character,  consisting  chiefly  of  coal;  thirdly,  its 
being  transported  the  whole  length  of  the  road;  and  lastly,  the  fact 
that  this  great  bulk  of  coal  is  carried  either  on  a  level  or  down  grade 
over  the  entire  distance,  shewing  conclusively  the  influence  of  grades 
on  the  cost  of  transportation. 

One  improvement  in  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad — its  in- 
crease of  gauge  over  any  other  road  heretofore  completed  in  this  state- 
may  be  safely  estimated  as  an  advantage  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  probably  more.  This  gauge  is  five 
feet,  and  might  undoubtedly  have  been  enlarged  still  more  with  ad- 
vantageous results ;  but  it  was  thought  best  to  make  it  correspond 
with  that  of  all  the  roads  leading  from  this  to  the  Southwest.     There 


[Doc.  No.  18.J  519 

are  only  two  roads  in  the  United  States  of  greater  gauge — the  New 
York  and  Erie  has  a  width  of  six  feet.  Many  believe  that  this  is  too 
great,  and  that  the  true  point  of  maximum  effect  and  minimum  cost 
Bes  between  five  and  six  feet.  The  extremely  low  tariff  of  freights 
now  established  on  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  will  soon  test  the 
value  of  their  plan. 

Long  railroads  can  transport  at  a  much  lower  cost  per  mile  than 
short  ones,  because,  in  the  first  place,  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  may 
naturally  be  expected,  and  a  smaller  rate  of  profit  will  make  an  equal 
amount  of  gross  earnings.  Secondly,  many  items  of  annual  expense 
on  a  railroad  are  fixed  quantities,  and  do  not  increase  with  the  length 
of  the  road.  The  third  reason  is  in  fact  the  ground  of  the  first.  The 
area  of  country  tributary  to  a  road  is  bounded  by  lines  commencing 
at  the  beginning  of  the  road,  and  diverging  from  the  line  of  road  on 
each  side  until  tne  other  terminus  is  reached.  This  law,  however,  is 
often  modified  by  other  considerations.  In  consequence  of  this,  a 
redaction  of  freight  at  a  point  distant  from  the  depot  of  delivery  has 
a  much  larger  area  of  country  to  act  on  in  stimulating  increased  pro- 
duction to  compensate  for  lower  charges. 

In  adjusting  the  rates  of  freight  on  different  articles,  regard  must  be 
had  to  their  value.  It  would  be  folly  to  charge  on  a  bale  of  silks  no  more 
tfaan  on  a  barrel  of  flour.  The  same  rule  must  prevail  in  this  case 
which  governs  a  merchant  who  sells  some  things  at  a  large  and  others 
at  a  small  profit.  Some  articles  will  bear  a  much  higher  charge  than 
others  without  affecting  their  consumption.  There  are  things  which 
should  be  carried  at  very  near  cost,  and,  if  necessary,  at  less  than 
cost.  For  instance,  concentrated  manures,  such  as  plaster  and  guano, 
should  be  carried  certainly  low  enough  to  promote  and  extend  their 
use,  even  if  that  should  be  less  than  cost,  since  the  consequent  increase 
of  agricultural  productions  will  pay  the  company  for  transporting  the 
manures. 

The  charge  on  dry  goods  is  of  very  little  consequence  compared 
with  expedition  in  transporting  them.  On  the  roads  leading  from 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  west,  there  is  not  as 
much  difference  made  in  the  freight  on  dry  goods  and  cheaper  arti- 
cles as  the  true  interests  of  the  roads  would  dictate. 

This  is  on  account  of  the  contest  between  those  cities  to  supply  the 
West  with  merchandize ;  and  the  merchants  of  those  cities  being  the 
chief  stockholders,  are  anxious  to  keep  the  cost  of  transporting  their 
goods  to  the  West  low  enough  in  each  case  to  compete  witn  their  rivals. 

These  same  considerations  will  apply  to  our  road  when  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  we  come  in  direct  competi- 
tion with  the  Northern  cities  and  their  great  Western  lines  of  road. 
Any  tariff  which  would  now  be  thought  reasonable  must  then  undergo 
senousxmodifications.  There  is  another  feature  in  this  subject  requir- 
ing explanation.  The  rates  charged  for  short  distances  should  be 
much  higher  than  for  longer  distances.  There  are  many  reasons  for 
this.  The  receiving,  storing,  loading,  unloading  and  delivery  of  a 
bushel  of  wheat  is  the  same,  whether  it  be  transported  ten  miles  or 
two  hundred,  and  the  risk  is  nearly  the  same.     In  the  next  place, 
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there  are  many  items  of  expense  on  a  road  which  are  fixed  quantities. 
All  the  salaries  on  the  road  and  the  interest  on  capital  remain  the 
sa^me,  whether  the  tonnage  be  transported  over  half  its  length  or  the 
whole.  Again,  suppose  one  locomotive  to  start  from  the  extreme  end 
of  the  road  with  a  full  load,  and  another  with  a  small  portion  of  a 
load,  to  be  completed  by  adding  on  a  car  at  each  depot  as  it  passes. 
In  each  case  the  locomotive  and  the  men  employed  would  be  the  same, 
and  the  only  items  of  expense  incurred  by  the  first  engine  in  addi- 
tion to  that  sustained  by  the  other,  would  be  a  small  amount  of  fuel 
and  oil  and  the  wear  and  tear  due  to  each  additional  car  for  the  in- 
creased distance  it  had  to  run.  And,  lastly,  the  tonnage  over  the 
shorter  distances  to  reach  market  will  bear  a  much  higher  rate  of 
charge  per  mile  than  that  which  had  to  be  transported  over  the  longer 
distance. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  great  staples  of  the  countiy  tra- 
versed by  this  road  must  be  meat  and  breadstuff's.  In  regulating  the 
charges  on  these  items,  care  must  be  taken  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  meet  the  productions  of  other  parts  of  the  United  States  on  an 
equal  footing  in  foreign  markets.'     They  must  leave  the  Capes  of  Vir- 

finia  with  no  greater  transit  charges  on  them  than  have  to  be  borne 
y  the  same  articles  leaving  the  harbors  of  Boston  and  New  York. 
This  can  be  done.  Nor  is  thi3  all :  the  grain  of  Southwestern  Virginia 
must  meet  that  which  is  shipped  from  the  ports  on  the  Baltic  in  the 
markets  of  England.  For  unless  these  articles  can  be  exported,  the 
supply  would  soon  outstrip  the  demand.  Hence  the  necessity  for 
charging  low  freights  on  them,  and  thus  bringing  them  into  all  foreign 
markets  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  productions  of  other  food-ex- 
porting countries. 

With  these  reflections,  a  tariff  of  freights  on  the  leading  articles  of 
commerce  is  submitted.  It  is  believed  that  every  item  in  this  tariff 
will  be  reduced  at  an  early  day;  and  by  adopting  it,  the  public  will 
only  have  an  assurance  that  these  rates  will  not  be  exceeded.  It  is 
believed  that  this  assurance  will  have  a  good  effect,  as  many  do  not 
believe  that  such  low  rates  will  be  adopted,  and  require  this  tangible 
evidence  of  the  fact. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  F.  M.  GARNETT, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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Articles  Appropriate  la  the  First  Class:   Boim  or  hats,  bonnets  and  furniture. 

Articlea  appropriate  to  the  Second  Clan :  Boxes  and  baits  of  dry  goods,  feathers,  shoes, 
saddlery,  glass,  paints,  oils,  drugs  and  confectionery. 

Articles  appropriate  to  the  Third  Class  t  Virginia  domestics,  sugar,  coffee,  liquor,  bag- 
ging, rope,  butter,  cheese,  manufactured  tobacco,  leather,  hides,  cotton  yarns,  copper, 
tin,  sheet  iron,  hollowware,  queen  ware,  crockery,  castings,  hardware,  marble,  (dressed,) 
and  other  heavy  articles  not  enumerated  in  special  or  fourth  class  rates. 

Articles  appropriate  to  the  Fourth  Class:  Flour,  (iu  sacks,)  rice,  pork,  beef,  fish,  lard, 
tallow  and  bacon,  (in  casks,  boxes  or  sacks,)  beeswax,  bales  of  rags,  ginseng  and  dried 
fruit,  bar  iron,  marble,  (undressed,)  mill  and  grindstones,  mill  gearing. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  hereby  lender,  through  you,  my  resignation  of  fc 
office  oT  member  of  ihe  board  of  directors  of  the  Virginia  anil  Ten- 
nessee railroad  company.  It  is  clue  to  ihe  individual  st ock holder*— 
by  whose  kindness  and  partiality  I  have  been  honored  with  this  office 
from  the  organization  of  the  company — as  well  as  to  myself,  to  stale 
why  I  now  surrender  this  important  trust.  At  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  the  stockholders  appointed,  on 
their  part.  Messrs.  Henry  Davis,  John  R.  McDaniel  and  myself  as 
three  out  of  the  five  directors  of  the  company  for  the  ensuing  year, 
while  the  Board  of  public  works  claimed,  on  behalf  of  the  state,  ibe 
right  to  appoint  the  same  number,  although  the  stale's  subscription, 
under  the  law,  as  it  then  was,  could  not  quite  reach  three-fifths  of  the 
whole  stock.  The  3d  annual  report  of  the  president  and  diicciui.-  d 
the  company  and  the  report  of  the  Board  of  public  works  to  the  last 
legislature  furnish  a  full  report  of  the  controversy  on  this  subject.  A 
few  days  after  this  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  Board  of  public 
works  declined  to  pay  a  draft  of  the  company  for  a  part  of  the  state'; 
subscription,  upon  the  ground,  I  was  informed,  that  the  board  of  di- 
rectors wa3  not  lcgnlly  constituted.  This  objection,  however,  was 
waived  shortly  after,  and  the  draft  was  paid.  I-know  of  no  simitar 
objection  since,  but  believe  the  drafts  of  the  company  have  been  re- 
gularly paid.  The  legislature,  at  its  recent  session,  since  the  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Board  of  public  works 
to  increase  the  state's  subscription  to  an  amount  fully  equal  to  three- 
fifths  of  the  whole  stock. 

This  increased  subscription  has  been  made,  and  the  state  has  ac- 
quired a  right  to  three  out  of  the  five  directors  of  ihe  company.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Virginia  on  the  subject,  I  believe  this 
right  cannot  be  exercised  till  the  next  annual  meeting  of  ihe  company. 
The  Board  of  public  works,  however,  have  taken  a  different  view  of 
their  rights,  and  have  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  Wilson  of  Liberty  in 
Bedford  county,  a  third  director  on  the  part  of  the  state,  with  the 
view  of  his  becoming  a  member  of  the  present  directory,  and  of  dis- 
placing one  of  the  three  who  were  appointed  by  the  stockholders  at 
the  last  annual  meeting.  To  remove  all  conflict  and  ensure  harmony 
between  the  Board  of  public  works  and  the  individual  stockholikre. 
and  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  anything  that  might  tend  to  impair  the 
company's  credit  or  retard  its  Operations,  I  think  it  belter  that  one  of 
the  three  directors  appointed  by  the  stockholders  should  resign  and 
create  a  vacancy,  to  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Wilson  by 
the  board  of  directors  themselves,  who  alone,  in  my  opinion,  have  ihe 
right  by  the  provisions  of  the  Code  to  fill  such  vacancy.     Wilh  a  view 
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to  effect  the  object  referred  to,  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  McDaniel,  while  I 
was  in  Lynchburg  some  days  ago,  each  expressed  a  willingness  to 
resign.  The  interest  and  convenience  of  the  company  demand  that 
they  should  continue  in  the  directory,  and  I  cheerfully  yield  my  place, 
believing  that  I  thereby  subserve  the  best  interests  of  the  company. 
I  yield  the  more  willingly,  because,  from  what  I  have  been  aole  to 
learn  of  Mr.  Wilson,  I  believe  there  is  no  man  more  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  and  no  one  by  whom  the  interest  both 
of  the  state  and  individual  stockholders  will  be  more  carefully  guarded 
and  protected. 

Have  the  goodness  to  furnish  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  one  of  the 
editors  in  Lynchburg,  with  a  request  that  he  will  give  it  a  place  in  his 
paper,  in  order  that  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  to  wnom  I  take 
occasion  here  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  confidence  and 
kindness,  so  generously  manifested  on  four  occasions,  may  know  why 
I  have  left  their  service.  Please  remember  me  most  kindly  and  re- 
spectfully to  the  other  members  of  the  directory,  and  accept  for  your- 
self assurances  of  the  warmest  regard  of 

Truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  BOYD. 
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Oficial  Report  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

At  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  railroad  company,  held  in  the  Masonic  hall  in  the 
town  of  Lynchburg  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  November  1861: 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Hon.  D.  A. 
Wilson,  chairman,  and  F.  G.  Morrrison  ana  Wm.  B.  Roane,  secreta- 
ries. 

The  roll  of  stockholders  was  then  called,  and  there  were  found  to 
be  present  in  person  and  by  proxy  453  stockholders,  other  than  the 
state,  owning  8,318  shares,  entitled  to  4,104  votes,  and  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia  by  her  proxy,  owning  11,260  shares,  entitled  to 
1,245  votes,  being  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  which  could  legally  be 
given  upon  all  the  stock  which  had  been  subscribed  ;  whereupon  the 
meeting  proceeded  to  business. 

The  chairman  then  appointed  Messrs.  R.  J.  Davis,  C.  Dimmock 
and  W.  I.  Anderson  a  committee  under  the  8th  by-law  to  examine 
the  proxies,  who  having  performed  that  duty,  made  a  verbal  report 
declaring  them  to  be  in  form ;  which  report  was  adopted. 

The  reports  of  the  president  and  chiet  engineer  were  then  presented 
and  severally  read,  and 

On  motion  of  C.  L.  Mosby,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  president  with  the  accom- 
panying documents  and  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  eleven,  with  instructions  to  consider  and  make  re- 
port thereon  as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  whereupon,  the  chairman 
appointed  Messrs.  C.  L.  Mosby,  T.  M.  Preston,  C.  Dimmock,  T.  J. 
Boyd,  J.  G.  Meem,  W.  M.  Burwell,  W.  S.  Radford,  R.  J.  Davis,  C. 
Daoney,  W.  Y.  C.  White  and  F.  B.  Deane,  jr.  to  constitute  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosby, 

Resolved^  That  when  this  meeting  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  10 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Thursday  Morning,  10  o'clock. 
November  27,  1861. 

The  meeting  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment  on  yesterday,  and 
a  quorum  being  present  in  person  and  by  proxy,  was  called  to  order 
by  the  chairman. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  yesterday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  as  required  by 
the  8th  by-law,  made  their  report,  which  was  read  and  received,  and 
is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 
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;   To  the  Stockholder!  of  the  Virginia  and  Temieae  Railroad  Co. 

The  committee  appointed  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  in  con- 
formity with  the  8th  by-law  of  the  company,  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  submit  the  following  report,  viz : 

In  consequence  of  the  largely  increased  operations  of  the  past  year, 
the  transactions  have  been  so  voluminous  that  from  the  brief  period 
allotted  them  your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  give  the  books 
and  accounts  that  searching  investigation  which  they  desired.  They 
have  only  had  time  to  examine  into  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
the  company  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  up  to  the  end  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  including  the  official  bond  of  the  treasurer;  and 
so  far  as  they  have  been  able  to  carry  their  investigation,  they  take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  the  books  appear  to  have  been  neatly  and  ac- 
curately kept,  and  that  each  item  ol  disbursement  is  supported  by  a 
satisfactory  voucher.  They  further  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  journal  and  leger  entries  throughout,  and  find  all  the  transac- 
tions correctly  entered  and  posted ;  yet,  from  an  examination  of  the 
list  of  balances  taken  from  the  leger,  there  appears  to  be  a  small  dis- 
crepancy, doubtless  arising  from  the  fact  that  tne  accounts  on  the  leger 
have  not  been  formally  balanced.  This  discrepancy,  they  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  found  and  corrected  by  the  clerk  when  he  comes  to 
strike  his  balances  in  proper  form  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  them 
to  another  leger. 

Your  committee  would  further  report,  that  the  official  bond  of  the 
treasurer  for  the  last  year  appears  to  be  in  proper  form,  and  the  se- 
curity thereto  satisfactory,  but  it  seems  to  your  committee  that  the 
8th  by-law  is  either  detective  or  has  been  improperly  construed,  in 
that  it  requires  the  absurdity  of  examining  the  official  bonds  at  the 
end  instead  of  the  commencement  of  the  year.  Your  committee  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  synopsis,  marked  A,  prepared  by 
the  clerk,  which  presents  a  true  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  com- 
pany op  to  the  30th  of  September  1851,  the  end  of  the  current  fiscal 
year — also  statement  B,  exhibiting  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  company  up  to  the  same  period  of  time,  both  of  which  corres- 
pond with  the  balances  in  detail  standing  upon  the  books  as  of  that 
date. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


^ 


Lynchburg,  November  28,  1861, 


S.  GARLAND,  U*  ^ 

DAVID  R.  EDLEv  ^  ^ 

JAS.  L.  CLAYT(W 

JAS.  M.  BOYD      U» 

CHS.  W.  CHrWi^.        «*     , 

JNO.  H.  TYRE1!^^^  * 
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Mr.  Mosby,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  president's  and  chief  engineer's  reports  and  accom- 
panying documents,  submitted  a  report  and  recommended  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  severally  voted  upon  and  unanimously 
adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the  president 
and  chief  engineer,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  now  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  be  instructed  to  make  ap- 
plication to  the  next  legislature  for  such  increase  of  the  capital  stock 
of  the  company  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  complete  and 
equip  the  road  to  the  Tennessee  line. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  be  also  instructed  to  ask 
for  such  modification  of  the  existing  charter  as  to  enable  the  company 
to  construct  a  railroad  down  the  valley  of  New  river  and  Kanawha — 
with  branches  to  Guyandotte,  or  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  and  Point 
Pleasant — keeping  the  stock  expenses  and  dividends  of  such  branches 
separate  and  distinct  from  those  of  the  main  road,  in  conformity  with 
the  report  of  the  president  and  chief  engineer. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  letting  advertised  to  take  place  at 
Wytheville  on  the  12th  December ;  and  in  view  of  the  hitherto  suc- 
cessful progress  of  the  work,  under  the  policy  indicated  by  the  5th 
resolution  of  the  stockholders  at  their  second  annual  meeting,  and  re- 
affirmed by  the  7th  resolution  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  we  do  cor- 
dially recommend  the  continuance  of  that  policy,  and  urge  on  the  pre- 
sident and  directors,  conforming  thereto,  to  apply  the  resources  of  the 
company  in  their  discretion,  so  as  to  extend  the  road  as  rapidly  as 
practicable  to  its  terminus  on  the  Tennessee  line ;  and  then,  if  ade- 
quate means  be  obtained,  to  complete  the  road,  according  to  the  views 
of  the  chief  engineer,  by  the  1st  day  of  June  1854. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  efforts  of  the  directory  heretofore 
made  to  procure  a  reduction  of  tolls  charged  by  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  company  upon  railroad  iron  used  by  this  company,  and  re- 
commend to  the  board,  the  renewal  of  these  efforts  when  they  shall 
deem  it  expedient. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  reports  of  the  president  and  chief  engineer 
and  of  the  examining  committee  indicate  the  affairs  of  the  company 
to  be  in  prosperous  and  sound  condition,  and  that  the  president  and 
directors,  the  principal  engineer  and  corps  of  engineers  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  company  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  stockholders 
for  the  fidelity  with  which  they  have  discharged  the  respective  trusts 
confided  to  them. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  stockholders  the  provisions 
of  the  general  railroad  law  to  be  found  in  the  new  Code,  confer  on 
the  president  and  directors  the  power  to  make  temporary  loans  of 
money,  to  the  extent  understood  to  be  contemplated  by  the  report  of 
the  president,  and  therefore  no  action  either  of  the  stockholders  or  of 
the  legislature  is  now  necessary  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Burwell  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Southwestern  national  railroad  passing  through 
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Baltimore,  Washington,  Richmond,  Lynchburg,  Knoxville  and  Hunts- 
ville,  will  furnish  the  shortest  connection  between  New  York  and  New 
Orleans,  as  also  the  most  eligible  communication  with  California. 
2.  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  be  authorized  to  ap- 

foint delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans  in 
anuary  next,  to  co-operate  in  the  completion  of  this  important  na- 
tional enterprise. 

The  chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Wm.  M.  Burwell,  Wyndham  Ro- 
bertson, John  D.  Murrell,  Gen.  O.  G.  Clay,  R.  K.  Cralle,  D.  W.  Bur- 
ton, Geo.  P.  Tayloe,  Jos.  R.  Anderson,  Thos.  L.  Preston,  Charles  D. 
Yancey,  Chas.  L.  Mosby  and  F.  B.  Deane,  jr.  delegates  to  said  con- 
vention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deane, 

Resolved,  That  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting  be  changed  to 
the  1st  Wednesday  in  November,  instead  of  the  time  it  is  now  held. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosby,  . 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  the  pre- 
sent by-laws  of  the  company,  and  that  Messrs.  Samuel  Garland,  Ro. 
J.  Davis  and  Charles  W.  Christian  be  appointed  to  constitute  said 
committee. 

The  chairman  then  appointed  Messrs,  D.  R.  Edley,  A.  H.  Armis- 
tead,  David  Rhodes,  J.  H.  Tyree,  J.  M.  Boyd,  Henry  Dunnington 
and  J.  M.  Warwick  a  committee  to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  state 
of  the  funds,  the  vouchers  for  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed,  and 
all  transactions  of  the  company  from  their  appointment  up  to  the  end 
of  the  current  fiscal  year,  including  official  bonds,  as  required  by  the 
8th  by-law. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  president  and  two 
directors  for  the  next  ensuing  twelve  months,  when  Gen.  O.  G.  Clay 
was  unanimously  re-elected  president,  and  Messrs.  Henry  Davis  and 
John  R.  McDaniel  were  unanimously  re-elected  directors  on  the  part 
of  the  stockholders. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  newspapers  published  in  Lynchburg,  Liberty, 
Salem,  Wytheville,  Abingdon  and  Jeffersonville  in  Tazewell  be  re- 
quested to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  president's  and  engineer's 
reports,  with  the  accompanying  documents  and  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  be  published  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribution. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  tendered  to  the  chair- 
man for  the  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  it,  and  to 
the  secretaries  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  during  its  de- 
liberations. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


DAN'L  A.  WILSON,  Ch'n. 


F.  G.  Morrison,    )     «      ,    . 
W.B.  Roane,       >    Secretana. 
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APPOMATTOX  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Petebsburg,  Dec.  18,  1851. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Drin-kard,  Secretary 

B.  P.   Work*,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sib, 

Enclosed  I  send  you  our  report,  and  hope  it  is  satisfactory. 

I  have  in  a  former  report  given  alt  the  information  not  herein  stated, 

except  the  exlension  ot  the  road.     It  was  only  run  up  the  shore  some 

1,200  or  1,500  fuel  to  the  wharves,  and  if  necessary,  I  will  send  you  :i 

sketch  in  a  short  lime. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  E  H1NTON,  Pra't. 
A.  R.  Co. 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

lb.    A  mom  eipetuea  for  transportation  as 

"  interest  paid  on  corporation  bonds, 

"  paid  for  improvements,  itock,  &c. 

"  balance,  caih  on  hand, 


13,257  68 
6,365  50 
2,532  65 
4J66  m 
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ORANGE  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 

Railroad  Company. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company 
convened  at  the  office  of  the  company  in  Alexandria,  on  Thursday  the 
30th  day  of  October  1851. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Shackelford,  Esq.,  Richards  Payne,  Esq.  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  J.  H.  Re  id,  clerk  of  the  company,  attended 
as  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shackelford  a  committee  was  ordered  to  examine 
the  powers  of  proxies.  The  following  were  appointed  on  that  com- 
mittee, to  wit :  Messrs.  Henry  Shackelford,  of  Culpeper,  Bailey  Shu- 
mate, of  Fauquier,  and  Robert  Brockett,  of  Alexandria. 

Resolved,  That  a  recess  of  one  hour  be  taken,  and  that  the  stock- 
holders then  meet  at  Liberty  Hall. 


Thursday,  12  o'clock  M. 

The  stockholders  assembled  at  Liberty  Hall,  and  the  chairman  call- 
ed the  meeting  to  order. 

The  committee  on  proxies  not  being  ready  to  report,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKenzie,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  half-past  2  o'clock. 


Thursday,  half-past  2  o'clock. 

The  stockholders  reassembled  at  Liberty  Hall  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Shackelford  of  the  committee  on  proxies,  made  a  report  which 
was  accepted. 

The  roil  having  been  called,  it  appeared  there  were  present,  in  per- 
son and  by  proxy,  stockholders  entitled  to  3437  votes.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  being  4860,  a  majority  thereof  appeared  to  be  in 
attendance. 

The  president  of  the  company  presented  the  report  of  the  directory 
with  accompanying  papers,  whicn  were  read,  ana  on  motion  of  B.  E. 
Harrison,  Esq.,  were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

The  chair  appointed  said  committee  as  follows :  B.  E.  Harrison,  of 
Prince  William  ;  W.  D.  Massey,  of  Alexandria ;  T.  R.  Love,  of  Fair- 
fax; John.  G.  Beale,  of  Fauquier;  Wm.  M.  Thompson,  of  Culpeper. 

Mr.  McKenzie,  of  Alexandria,  of  the  examining  committee  under 
the  17th  by-law,  presented  a  report  and  two  resolutions*  which  were 
read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Miller  said  report  was  accepted. 
The  resolutions,  after  discussion,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shackelford,  the  resolutions  of  the  examining 


;  and  nfer  further  discussion  by 
r  and  James  Barbour,  were  adopted. 

Mr.  R-  Juqmsm  offered  the  following : 

Whereas  the  Atxwdria  and  Orange  railroad  did,  an  (he  24th 
instant,  advertise  In  tbe  Gaaette  of  this  town  and  on  a  previous  occa- 
noo,  thai  ibe  can  oo  their  road  would  run  ever;  day,  (Sundays  ex- 
cepted:) Be  11  therefore 

Remind,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  that  feature  of  the  arrange- 
ment, tjelmJtMg  ikt  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  labor. 

Also,  Jtaolni,  That  we  deem  it  the  true  policy  and  interest  of  the 
company  to  abstain  from  using  their  road  and  machinery  on  Sunday 
for  the  transportation  of  passengers  aod  merchandize,  and  hereby  res- 
pectfully recommend  to  the  president  and  directors  to  adhere  lo  said 
arrangement  as  one  likely  to  prove  profitable  and  economical  in  iu 
results. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  were  laid  on  the  table  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  go  into  an  election  of  president  of  the  com- 
pany, which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Massey,  of  Alexandria  ;  and  after 
discussion,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  McKenzie,  and  carried,  that  the 
meeting  adjourn  until  7  o'clock  this  evening,  nnd  then  proceed  to  the 
election  of  president. 


Thursday  Night,  7  o'clock. 

The  stockholders  re-assembled  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  George  H.  Smoot,  president  of  the  company,  resign- 
ing his  office  os  president,  was  received,  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Love,  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  record,  and  the  said  resig- 
nation accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Massey, 

Itrs-iived,  That  the  thanks  of  the  stockholders  be  and  they  are 
hereby  tendered  to  George  H.  Smoot,  Esq.  for  the  ability,  faithful- 
ness and  untiring  energy  with  which  he  has  (since  the  organization 
of  the  company)  performed  the  arduous  duties  of  president  thereof. 

Mr.  Brocket!  nominated  John  S.  Barbour,  jr.,  Esq.  for  tbe  presi- 
dency of  this  company,  and  upon  the  roll  being  called,  Mr.  Barbour 
«H.*  elected  by  the  following  vote  : 

For  John  S.  Barbour,  jr.,  3326  ;  Richards  Payne,  5. 

Mvssi'.*.  W.  L.  Powell  and  Henry  Daingerfield  were  nominated  by 
Mr.  Shackelford,  and  unanimously  elected  directors  of  this  company. 

Kppn  Hunton,  Esq.  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  stockholders  the 
•object  of  the  junction  of  the  Manassa's  Gap  road  with  the  road  of 
tbi*  ivuipiiuv,  and  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

JtrmJinl,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Orange  and  Alei- 
audna  railroad  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  rescind  so  much 
of  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  day  of  with  E.  C.  Mar- 

shall t»nd  oiliers,  as  relates  lo  the  junction  of  the  two  roads,  and  tbe 
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prohibition  of  a  depot  between  Tudor  Hall  and  the  Stage  Stables ;  and 
they  be  requested  to  make  the  junction  on  the  land  of  S.  Thurman, 
where  the  two  roads  meet,  provided  the  said  Marshall  and  others 
will  consent  to  the  proposed  change. 

Which  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
subject  and  report  to  the  present  meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  committee,  to  wit :  Eppa  Hun- 
on,  Richard  M.  Smith  and  Henry  Shackelford. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shackelford,  leave  was  granted  the  committee  on 
:he  examination  of  the  question  of  junction  to  sit  during  the  session 
yf  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Shackelford  moved  to  rescind  the  order  appointing  a  committee 
:>n  the  junction — which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hunton  moved  again  his  resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to 
the  junction — which  was  carried,  and  Messrs.  Eppa  Hunton,  Richard 
M.  Smith  and  Henry  Shackelford  appointed  a  committee  to  report  to 
this  meeting  to-morrow. 

Messrs.  John  Willis,  of  Orange,  George  Ficklin,  of  Culpeper,  and 
Lewis  McKenzie,  of  Alexandria,  were  nominated  by  Mr.  Freeman,  of 
Culpeper,  and  elected  a  committee  under  the  17th  by-law,  to  examine 
into  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the  company,  and  report  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  Liberty  Hall  tomorrow,  at  12  o'clock. 


Friday,  October  31st,  1851. 

The  stockholders  assembled  at  Liberty  Hall,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Col.  Eppa  Hunton,  of  the  committee  on  the  question  of  junction  of 
the  Manassa's  gap  railroad  with  the  road  of  this  company,  reported, 
"  That  after  a  free  conference  with  the  chief  engineers  of  the  respec- 
tive companies  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  subject,  it  ap- 
pears to  their  satisfaction  that  the  station  at  Tudor  Hall  is  properly 
located."  The  said  committee  presented  the  following  paper,  signed 
by  said  engineers,  giving  their  reasons  for  recommending  the  junction 
according  to  the  plan  upon  which  the  two  companies  heretofore  based 
their  agreement : 

"  The  chief  engineers  of  the  Manassa's  gap  railroad  company  and 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company,  being  called  upon  by 
the  committee  of  the  stockholders  to  whom  the  question  of  the  Ma- 
nassa's junction  was  referred  to  give  the  reasons  which  decided  them 
to  recommend  to  their  respective  companies  for  the  said  junction  to  be 
fixed  on  the  summit  level,  would  briefly  state  : 

"  1st.  That  thejfcwerc  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  junction  ought 
to  be  on  a  level  grade. 

"  2nd.  That  the  length  of  the  level  ought  to  be  the  greatest  attain- 
able within  reasonable  limits  and  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 

"  3rd.  That  this  decidedly  preferable  condition  was  found  at  po 
other  point  than  the  summit. 
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"  4th.  In  reply  to  the  question  as  to  the  location  of  the  station  boose 
and  other  buildings  connected  with  the  road,  at  one  point  rather  than 
another,  we  would  state  that  the  object  was  to  fix  them  as  nearly  cen- 
tral as  practicable,  which  is  attained  by  their  present  position,  as  is 
evident  from  an  examination  of  the  plat  and  profile  Herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

"  Finally,  the  advantages  of  a  level  to  stop,  or  stand,  or  start  trains 
upon,  are  so  plain  that  the  engineers  think  they  must  be  apparent  to 
every  one.  The  opinions  of  the  profession  and  ail  men  practically 
engaged  upon  railroads  are  unanimous  on  this  question. 


iC 


Respectfully  submitted. 


"  JOHN  McD.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
THOMAS  C.  ATKINSON. 


"Alexandria,  Oct.  31,  1851." 

They  also  offered  three  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  the  meeting, 
which  resolutions,  after  discussion  by  Messrs.  Hunton,  Shackelford, 
W.  H.  Fowle,  and  others,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shackelford,  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Harrison,  of  the  special  committee  on  the  report  of  the 
directory,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  3 J  o'clock. 


Friday,  3}  o'clock. 

The  stockholders  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shackelford,  the  rules  of  the  house  of  delegates 
of  Virginia  were  adopted  as  far  as  applicable  to  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKenzie,  of  Alexandria, 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  tte 
company  be  held  at  Culpepper  courthouse,  on  the  Thursday  after  the 
fourth  Monday  in  October  next. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Hunton  of  Prince  William, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  this  company  be,  aod 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  bonds  of  this  company, 
issued  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders  in  May  latf» 
at  such  rates  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  president  and  directors  may 
be  enabled  to  effect. 

On  motion  of  B.  H.  Berry,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  800  copies  of  the  proceedings  o£  this  meeting,  witi 
the  reports  of  the  president  and  directors  and  the  principal  accompa- 
nying papers,  be  printed  in  pamplet  form  for  the  use  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daingerfield,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  tendered  to  the  da* 
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man  for  the  able  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over 
its  deliberations,  and  to  the  secretaries  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 

RICHARDS  PAYNE, 

Chairman. 

J.  H.  Reid,  Sec'y. 


Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 

Railroad  Company. 

Off.  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Co. 

Alexandria,  October  29,  1851. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company. 

Gentlemen, 

The  stockholders  having  ordered  the  time  of  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  changed,  and  only  five  months  having  elapsed 
since  the  proceedings  of  the  year  were  made  known  to  you  in 
the  report  of  the  board  of  the  29th  of  May  last,  the  present  commu- 
nication is  of  necessity  brief. 

The  board  have  it  in  their  power  to  state,  that  notwithstanding  the 
embarrassment  arising  from  the  failure  and  abandonment  of  the  work 
by  the  first  company  of  contractors  in  November  1850,  which  resulted 
in  a  delay  and  loss  of  time  equal  to  six  months,  the  eastern  section  of 
the  road  is  nearly  completed,  and  the  trains  of  passenger  and  freight 
cars  now  pass  over  the  distance  of  27  miles  with  a  degree  of  ease  and 
rapidity  that  shews  its  construction  to  be  of  the  very  best  character. 

The  magnitude  of  the  difficulties  encountered  on  this  location  is 
evident  to  any  one  who  passes  along  the  road.  The  cuts  at  the  seve- 
ral summits  were  particular  objects  of  anxiety,  on  account  of  their 
depth  and  slippery  nature,  and  required  to  beprosecuted  for  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  time  night  and  day.  The  numerous  wooden 
bridges,  also,  were  serious  impediments,  especially  as  the  lumber  had 
to  be  procured  from  abroad,  and  transported  to  their  places  by  the 
railroad  as  fast  as  the  track  was  laid. 

The  business  has  opened  upon  the  road,  both  in  freight  and  passen- 
gers, to  a  much  larger  aggregate  amount  than  its  most  sanguine  friends 
anticipated. 

The  work  of  construction  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  eastern 
section  is  in  an  advanced  condition,  and  no  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained but  it  will  be  completed  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  work  of  construction  of  the  middle  section  has  been  steadily 
progressing,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  graduation  and  masonry  has 
been  executed,  leaving  comparatively  a  smail  portion  to  be  done  be- 
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fore  it  wiil  he  ready  for  the  work  of  bridging  and  tracklaying,  which 
latter  will  be  pressed  forward  as  soon  as  ihe  iron  rails  are  delivered. 

The  engagement  for  these  was  reported  to  you  in  May  last,  and  a 
portion  of  the  delivery  is  anticipated  to  be  made  during  the  next  month. 
In  this  event,  the  tracklaying  can  progress  with  a  steady  pace  to  its 
ultimate  completion. 

The  subscription  to  the  capital  slock  of  the  western  section,  which 
was  so  long  at  a  stand  still,  was  taken  hold  of  in  the  course  of  the 
last  summer,  by  the  friends  of  the  improvement  in  that  quarter,  and 
by  the  addition  of  $12,700  transferred  to  it  from  the  surplus  of  the 
middle  section,  was  soon  carried  to  8  50,000,  which  sum  was  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  subscription  of  $75,000  on  the  part  of  the  state. 
This  was  promptly  made  by  the  Board  of  public  works.  There  yet 
remains  a  de6ciency  of  capital  of  that  section  to  be  subscribed  by 
others  than  (he  commonwealth  of  $  70,000,  and  by  the  Board  of  pub- 
lic works  of  8105,000. 

The  board  of  directors  led  ins;  the  importance  of  the  prosecution  of 
this  link,  not  less  in  affording  the  facilities  of  the  road  to  a  large  bodr 
of  their  stockholders,  than  in  making  their  connection  with  the  South 
and  West  complete  so  far  as  their  chartered  powers  extend,  took 
steps  immediately  to  put  the  work  of  construction,  and  also  that  of 
the  Warrenton  branch,  under  contract. 

The  bids  were  received  under  public  notice  to  the  20th  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  and  are  now  under  consideration  by  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  surveys  and  final  location  of  the  Warrenton  branch  have 
been  completed  with  the  exceptions  noted  below,  and  estimates  of 
cost  made,  which  for  graduation,  masonry,  railway,  switches  and  sta- 
tions, amount  in  the  aggregate  to  8  93,730. 

The  selection  of  the  place  for  the  station  at  Warrenton,  and  of  tbe 
point  of  connection  with  the  main  line,  has  not  yet  been  finally  re- 
solved upon,  but  is  reserved  for  future  consideration. 

The  surveys  of  a  branch  railroad  to  the  town  of  Brentsville,  and 
the  like  to  Fairfax  courthouse,  ordered  by  resolution  in  general  meet- 
ing of  stockholders  in  May  last,  have  not  as  yet  been  made,  owing  to 
the  want  of  time.     It  is  hoped  that  this  work  can  be  done  next  monti. 

The  subject  of  procuring  releases  and  the  right  of  way  has  been 
one  of  the  most  serious  nature,  and  calculated  to  produce  great  em- 
barrassment in  a  work  of  limited  capital.  For  some  time  past  the 
question  has  been  narrowed  down  lo  ibis — that  if  the  demands  on  the 
treasury  for  the  right  of  way  had  been  complied  with,  the  work  of 
graduation  must  necessarily  stop.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
board  determined  lo  press  forward  the  work  of  construction,  relying 
upon  the  state  of  facts  well  known  to  most  of  their  stockholders,  and 
endeavoring  to  realize  from  the  is*ue  of  the  company's  bonds  fundi 
sufficient  lo  meet  the  claims  of  this  character  as  fast  as  they  were  ad- 
justed. 

They  are  enabled  to  say  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  claims  from 
this  source  on  the  eastern  section  arc  paid.  A  number  of  cases 
have  been  satisfied  on  the  middle  section,  while  a  majority  of  claims 
are  standing  which  they  are  anxious  to  adjust  upon  proper  terms. 
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The  board,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders 
adopted  at  their  last  meeting,  have  caused  a  deed  of  trust  to  be  exe- 
cuted on  the  roadway*  property  and  franchises  of  the  company,  t4  se- 
cure the  payment  of  $  400,000,  principal  and  interest,  of  their  bonds, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  be  issued. 

To  give  these  securities  the  full  advantage  of  the  money  market 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  trusteeship  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Gaza- 
way  B.  Lamar,  Eaq.  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

The  deed  has  been  entered  of  record  in  the  several  counties  through 
which  the  road  passes,  and  the  bonds  are  yet  in  the  bands  of  the  en- 
gravers. It  is  hoped  that  through  this  means,  aided  by  the  collect 
tions  of  money  due  on  stock  subscriptions  and  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  finished  portion  of  the  road,  the  board  will  be  enabled  to  re- 
alize a  sufficient  sum  to  prosecute  the  works  energetically  to  a  success- 
ful completion  at  an  early  day. 

Since  the  meeting  of  May  last,  Messrs.  E.  C,  Marshall,  Wm»  H» 
Fowle,  Charles  Hunton,  Wm.  H.  Irwin,  James  W.  Foster  and  An- 
drew Pittman,  as  individual  contractors,  proposed  to  the  directory  of 
this  company  to  make  an  agreement  for  running  engines  and  ears  oti 
the  railroad  of  this  company,  from  the  junction  with  the  Manassa'a 
gap  railroad  to  Alexandria,  upon  the  same  terms  which  had  been  ar- 
ranged with  the  Manassa's  gap  company ;  and  after  some  modifications 
of  that  instrument  an  agreement  was  concluded  with  these  individuals* 

This  agreement  your  board  considered  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
solution of  the  stockholders  upon  the  subject,  passed  at  their  meeting 
in  May  last. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  original  capital  stock,  together  with  the 
heavy  cost  of  the  Eastern  section,  requiring  an  additional  application 
of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  its  construction  and 
equipment  up  to  the  present  period,  has  tended  to  lessen  the  financial 
ability  of  the  company  and  to  absorb  its  available  resources. 

The  delay  of  the  stockholders  on  the  Middle  section  to  pay  up  their 
instalments  makes  the  present  means  of  the  company  less  than  they 
ihould  be;  and  without  such  payments  being  made  shortly,  and  sales 
pan  be  effected  of  the  bonds  neretofore  authorized  to  be  issued,  the 
sompany  will  be  unable  to  meet  present  and  coming  liabilities* 

Trie  board  will  further  state,  it  is  their  intention  to  make  applica- 
ion  at  an  early  day  to  the  next  legislature  for  an  increase  of  their 
rapital  stock,  as  recommended  by  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders, 
lassed  at  the  .meeting  in  May  last. 

The  accompanying  accounts  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  marked  A 
tnd  B,  will  shew  the  general  financial  condition  of  the  company  at 
ts   date,  as  well  as  the  receipts  and  expenditures  lor  the  current 


This  return  exhibits  an  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  arising 
rom  stocks  of  the  Eastern  section  of  $107,684  68,  also  an  excess  on 
he  Western  section  of  $  9,979  16,  and  on  the  Warrenton  branch  of 
>2,126  40. 

There  still  remain  unexpended  $  80,759  88  of  the  Middle  section. 

68 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  following  sums  have  been  paid  in  upon  the 
subscriptions  of  stock  for  the  construction  of  the  road,  viz : 

For  the  stock  of  the  "  Eastern  Section  "  $  336,718,  leaving  a  ba- 
lance unpaid  on  the  capital  stock  applicable  to  this  section  of  $782. 

For  the  stock  of  the  "  Middle  Section  "  $188,684  92,  leaving  a  ba- 
lance unpaid  on  the  capital  of  this  section  of  $111,315  08. 

For  the  stock  of  the  "  Western  Section  "  $16,602,  leaving  a  balance 
unpaid  upon  stock  subscribed  on  this  section  of  $108,398. 

For  the  stock  of  the  "  Warrenton  Branch"  $5,300,  leaving  a  bt- 
lance  unpaid  upon  stock  subscribed  on  this  branch  of  $  94,700. 

There  have  been  expended  upon  the  "Eastern  Section"  $444,4W 
68  cents. 

Upon  the  "  Middle  Section  "  $107,925  04. 

Upon  the  "  Western  Section"  $26,581  16. 

And  properly  chargeable  to  the  "  Warrenton  Branch  "  $  7,425  40. 

The  accompanying  statement,  marked  C,  is  intended  to  shew  the 
condition  of  the  4*  Middle  Section  "  which  is  now,  under  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  charter,  regarded  as  the  creditor  party  in  the  company. 

The  cost  of  building  the  " Eastern  Section"  of  the  road  being  6r 
beyond  the  capital  stock  of  the  charter,  and  the  continuous  constroo 
tion  of  the  line  rendering  it  necessary,  the  loans  temporarily  nego- 
tiated (a  part  of  which  is  embraced  in  this  report)  may  be  regarded  ts 
expended  upon  that  section,  and  a  deficiency  for  its  completion  and  a 
share  of  the  equipment  and  other  general  charges  still  remain.  This, 
however,  has  been  without  any  detriment  to  the  "  Middle  Section,* 
which  has  been  prosecuted  as  rapidly  as  a  due  regard  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line  westward  requirea,  and  for  which  the  permanent  ba 
authorized  to  be  effected,  it  is  hoped,  will  in  due  time  complete  the 
Middle  and  make  more  available  the  Eastern  section  of  the  road. 

The  chief  engineer's  report  herewith  communicated,  marked  Df 
will  shew  in  detail  the  progress  of  the  company's  operations  since  tl* 
15th  May  last. 

-  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  unfinished  work  as  far  as  Col- 
peper  courthouse,  except  six  sections  and  the  masonry  of  4  bridge* 
is*  now  under  contract.  These  have  been  withheld,  partially  becao* 
they  were  light  jobs,  and  in  part,  as  in  the  case  of  the  bridge  at  the 
Rappahannock  river,  from  a  failure  to  get  a  suitable  contractor.  The* 
should,  however,  be  put  under  contract  at  the  earliest  practicable  daj. 

A  list  of  the  persons  in  the  company's  employ,  shewing  in  det» 
the  names  and  compensation  of  each,  is  hereto  annexed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  authority  and  on  behrf 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

GEO.  H.  SMOOT,  PreiU 
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Ain't  of  subscription  unpaid I 

By  indiiidnala, 

By  slate  of  Virginia, 

347  00 

38937  08 

47858  00 

37880  00 

185012  09 

435  00 

7i:iH-  <n 

G509U  01 

56320  00 

19173.1  00 

Eip'd  in  construction,  la  wit : 

Engineering  expenses, 
Real  estate, 

1G092  45 

14782  40 

6500  00 

1310  00 

38RH9I 

1891  74 

1891  74 

1891  74 

630  57 

i;m>  7'J 

Iron  rails, 

102550  00 

IMW  m 

Timber  for  cross-ties,  Ac. 

15491   10 

94110  £1.1 

24958  04 

Gruduation,  masonry,  Ac. 

277512  20 

1113^0  ill 

,i;:-r:!->  :\ 

Lund  damages, 

13022  36 

2700  77 

15723  1.1 

Water  atatioua,  depot  lota,  Ac.      - 

1646  61 

ma  hi 

Ill-Ill  IB 

426  77 

53fk1  11 

General  conatruction, 

372  94 

372  94 

372  94 

121  31 

1243  13 

General  equipment, 

8254  94 

8254  94 

8254  95 

3751  64 

27SI6  « 

Transportation, 

saw 

Exp'd  for  prop'ty  held  by  co : 

Surveying  instruments,  tent",  Ac. 

1412  89 

1412  39 

1412  8! 

470  90 

17i".  i:: 

Office  furniture. 

161  14 

151   14 

151  14 

50  3E 

503  * 

General  charge*  i 

Salaries  of  president,  clerk  and 

treasurer,  and  chief  engineer,   - 

3056  33 

3056  33 

3056  33 

1018  77 

10187  76 

Expenses  of  pree't  and  directors,  - 
Office  charge*, 

557  2? 

557  23 

557  22 

185  74 

1857  y 

242  34 

242  3- 

23  si 

242  34 

60  78 

807  cv 

Repairs  of  machinery, 

23  8C 

23  79 

7  93 

79  31 

Miacellaaeous  expeneee, 

Due  from  Wm.  Eggleaton  A  Co. 

-2124  6 

2044  90 

2471  20 

367  55 

7008  a 

34253  74 

Stock  of  Ilia  company,  subject  to 

redemption. 

10430  H 

Bal.  in  cub  in  banks  in  Alexandria, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10788  97 

$445184  K 

■.'1M4I1   k 

V-'.X.rj   li 

lifjii'.  4i 

'>.W;l-i  31 
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(ft*  Organization  themf  <m  the  llli  May  1649  to  lit  Ottobtr  1851. 


Capital  Hock: 
Authorized   by  the 

I  for  War- 


SuWr'd  by  corpo'tion  of  Alei'i 

■in'!  individual!, 
Subscribed  by  state  of  Virginia, 
XiOUM  negotiated  at  iliort  lime, 
Dua  individuals  in  -in  ill  iunu, 
Balance  of  interest, 
Ke  c'd  from  freight  and  passengers 
Delinquent  stock, 
Checks  ontslanding, 


■*s:t:sT.-,in> iiMjuij j;ir,ai]  no 


59000  00 
101  79 
585  46 


J.  H.  REID,  CTk  mmi  Trmu. 


Property  now  held  hj  [hi 
Surveying  instruments,  " 
Oifie*  fiirnitura, 

For  general  elim-ni'S.  ■ 
F.ngi  net  ring,   including 

engineer's  bands, 
Expense?  nl'  |.i!'-"lr:]i  and  din 
Salaries  of  president,  clerk  and   trei 

"  if  engineci 
Office  charges. 
Real  estate, 
Iutorest  an  loans, 
Repairs  of  much 
Miscellaneous  el 
Checks  not  in  «t 
Debtor  Wm.Eggli 
Stock  of  the  Co.  tiiliject  to  redetnpl 
II  deposit  in  banks, 
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•  year  ending  October  the  1st,  1851. 
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or  balance  or  money  on  hand,  per  latl 

Capitol  »1ock  from  corpornlion  of 

Alexandria  and  individaulu. 
Capital  (lock  from  ilato  of  Va.      - 
Small  sums  due  lo  individual*, 

"     W  Davis.  Broukait  Co.    - 
Slock  of  corporation  of  Alex'a,    ■ 
Loan*  [DMiii?  a!  -Ii'jil  date, 

]».  U Tl-ill Ollt  BtOCk, 

Freighl  and  passenger  Irnnip'u,     - 
Checki  ou  islanding, 

377(12  00 
57010  M 

IMUlli  IB 
IU1UJH  IX 

4218  DO 
Sftfl  01 

JIJ"  in 

11-0   IM 

65180  32 
112716  92 

mil*  ;■>() 

129  07 

150  00 

12000  00 

59000  00 

:>;.W\    in 

919  67 

G70  99 

9 34778  H 

iihiu'.m  \u 

Mi?-    Ml 

■■: 

!.-..>  I!'    IV 

J.  H.  REID,  Ctk.  It  Trtmi. 
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[C] 

Orange  and  Alexandria    Railroad  Company  in  account 

with  MiddU  Section. 

Dh. 

1851. 

Oct.  1.     Amount  due  from  subscribers : 

Individual*,              .... 

38,927  08 

Stale  of  Virginift,    - 

72,388  00 

111.315  08 

Amorint  expended  on  the  works, 

107,9-25  04 

Amount  of  Block  hold  by  tbe  company. 

10,430  00 

Amount  borrowed  and  used  for  the  Eastern  section,  aa  per  following 

47,4%  35 

Amount  expended,  as  per  report, 

445,184  68 

Amount  of  capital,  as  per  report, 

337,500  00 

Loving 

107,684  68 

From  tliis  •urn  deduct  loans  end  otber  receipt* 

of  the  company,  viz: 

Loans  for                                  -                  -        59,000  00 

Due  individual!,    -                   -                  -            191  79 

Balance  of  intere*t,                  -                                585  46 

Received  for  freight  and  passengers,           -              919  67 

Cheeks  outstanding,                 -                   -            670  99 

61,367  91 

Lets  transportation  paid,           -           829  84 

Difference  in  debtor  and  credi- 

tor of  EffitMon  it  Co.         -           269  74 

■      60,246  33 
9  47,436  35 


Borrowed  and  used  for  Western  section, 

Do.  do.         Warranto  n  branch, 

Balance  due  middle  section  on  deposit  in  banks, 


9,979  II 
9,195* 
10,788  97 


Oct.  1,     For  amount  of  capital  stock, 


[  Doc.  No.  18.]  545 

[D.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

Eng.  Off.  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Co. 

Alexandria,  Oct.  23,  1851. 

To  George  H.  Smoot,  Esq.  Pres't. 

Sir, 

The  following  report  shews  the  operations  of  this  depart- 
ment since  May  last,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  road* 

1st.  Of  the  Graduation,  Masonry  and  Wooden  Bridging. 

These  are  now  complete,  or  so  much  so  as  to  admit  the  track  to  be 
laid  as  far  as  the  28th  mile.  The  sections  thence  to  the  31st  mile,  in- 
clusive, will  be  finished  at  the  present  rate  of  work  by  the  first  day  of 
December.  The  heavy  jobs  of  graduation  on  the  middle  section, 
which  are  the  33d,  37th,  44th,  and  61st,  are  well  under  way ;  and  if  it 
is  considered  desirable  to  push  them,  can  be  completed  in  the  course 
of  the  coming  spring.  The  32d,  36th,  53d  and  54th  sections  are 
done.  The  38th,  42d,  48th  and  58th  are  done,  in  substance,  and  re- 
quire only  the  dressing  for  the  railway.  The  remaining  sections 
under  contract  are  prosecuted  with  a  small  force,  and  can  be  finished 
in  time  for  the  larger  jobs. 

The  refusal  of  permission  to  enter  upon  their  lands  by  several  pro- 
prietors in  Fauquier  has  retarded  the  work  on  three  contracts  and 
been  productive  of  great  inconvenience. 

The  sections  not  yet  let  are  the  39th,  40th,  41st,  50th,  51st  and  62dy 
and  are  all  light. 

The  masonry  of  all  the  bridges  on  the  eastern  section  is  done,  ex- 
cepting three,  at  Cameron  run,  the  lowest  crossing  of  Pope's  head, 
and  Gannon's  branch,  respectively.  The  two  former  are  supplied 
with  substantial  wooden  abutments,  which  will  last  from  eight  to  ten 
years,  when  they  may  be  replaced  with  stone,  if  found  advisable,  and 
the  latter  can  be  provided  for  in  a  similar  way.  The  Broad  run  bridge 
is  under  contract,  and  more  than  three-fourths  done,  one  abutment 
being  complete  and  the  pier  very  nearly  so. 

All  the  work  of  masonry  thence  to  Culpeper  courthouse  is  under 
contract,  except  the  bridges  at  Kettle  run,  Licking  run  and  Rappa- 
hannock, with  a  few  unimportant  culverts.  The  latter  bridge  facing 
the  most  considerable,  and  requiring  a  favorable  season  to  secure  the 
foundations,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  present  low  stage  of  water. 
This  object  is  now  mainly  effected,  and  I  propose  to  suspend  further 
operations  on  it  until  it  is  the  wish  of  the  company  to  put  it  into  the 
bands  of  a  responsible  undertaker.  The  tunnel  masonry  at  Alex- 
andria is  still  incomplete  at  the  ends,  the  material  being  on  the  ground 
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to  give  it  the  requisite  finish  in  that  respect  whenever  it  is  considered 
advisable  to  resume  the  work. 

The  contractor  for  wooden  bridging  has  his  materials  all  delivered 
for  the  bridges  on  the  middle  section,  and  most  of  them  framed  for 
raising.  These  are  now  lying  in  Alexandria,  ready  to  be  transported 
to  their  proper  sites  as  fast  as  called  for. 

2d.    The  Rail  Laying  and  Material*  for  the   Track. 

The  advance  of  the  track  was  not  so  fast  as  was  expected,  owing 
to  a  union  of  several  causes ;  but  principally  to  the  difficulties  expe- 
rienced  at  the  deep  and  wet  cuts  at  Back  Lick,  Pohick  and  Fairfax 
courthouse  ridges. 

By  unremitting  exertions  night  and  day,  these  were  finally  made 
ready;  and  notwithstanding  the  present  unpromising  appearance  of 
the  two  last  named,  they  will  become  in  lime  equal  in  solidity  to  the 
best  portions  of  the  road.  There  remains  now  iron  enough  for  three 
miles,  with  the  necessary  cross  ties  and  fastenings.  On  the  middle 
section,  cross  ties  have  been  delivered  sufficient  to  lay  21  miles  of 
track,  or  to  reach  continuously  to  the  Rappahannock  river.  Should 
the  iron  for  this  section  come  in  soon,  it  wilt  be  necessary  to  press  the 
work  at  Kettle  run,  as  well  as  at  other  points;  and  even  with  this 
pressure,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  keep  up  a  continuous  extension  of 
the  track  beyond  the  33d  mile. 

'Ad.    Station*. 

The  accommodations  for  travelers  and  for  the  receipt  and  deli- 
very of  freight  are  in  progress,  but  move  slow,  owing  to  those  in  the 
country  being  committed  to  private  interests,  and  because  they  have 
to  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  track,  their  materials  being  principallj 
transported  in  the  cars  from  this  place. 

It  is  expected  that  the  proprietors  will  make  these  arrangements 
soon  ;  and  in  those  case3  where  they  decline,  it  will  be  incumbent  on 
the  company  to  provide  for  (he  purpose. 

The  arrangements  at  Alexandria  extend  at  present  only  to  the 
building  of  a  semi-circular  house  of  brick,  with  sheet  iron  roof,  lsrge 
enough  to  accommodate  eight  engines  and  tenders  with  a  central 
turn  table  and  a  principal  track  running  diagonally  across  the  lot  to- 
wards Duke  street,  reaching  to  the  point  designated  for  the  office*, 
and  occupying  a  part  of  the  ground  under  the  roof  of  the  proposed 
passenger  bouse.  These  will  all  be  extended  in  conformity  with  the 
general  plan  already  approved  of,  as  fast  as  the  means  of  the  com- 
pany will  allow,  and  as  a  may  be  ordered  by  proper  authority. 

1th.   Equipment. 

The  company  has  three  engines,  three  cars  for  passengers,  and 
thirty-two  burden  cars.  The  engine  Virginia,  received  from  thv 
manufactory  of  the  New  Jersey  locomotive  and  machine  company, 
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is  an  excellent  piece  of  workmanship,  and  has  given  entire  satisfac- 
tion so  far. 

Messrs*  Smith  &  Perkins  have  delivered  under  their  contract  one 
locomotive,  two  passenger  cars,  one  baggage  car,  and  twenty-five 
burden  cars.  They  have  yet  one  engine  and  three  cars  to  deliver, 
which  they  expect  to  place  on  the  read  in  the  course  of  next  month. 
It  is  due  to  these  gentlemen  to  say,  that  the  engine  they  have  fur- 
nished is  of  a  very  superior  character,  being  well  proportioned  and 
put  together  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  believed  to  be  equal  to 
the  best  built  elsewhere.  Our  experience  demonstrates  the  mutual 
advantages  of  such  an  establishment  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
road. 

The  severe  accident  to  the  train  on  the  22d  instant  disabled  the 
engine  Alexandria  with  its  tender  and  five  cars — three  very  much 
end  two  of  them  only  slightly.  The  amount  of  damage  is  not  yet 
ascertained,  but  it  is  less  than  was  at  first  supposed,  and  will  pro- 
bably not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

5th.  Letting  of  New  Work. 

The  bids  for  the  graduation  of  the  third  section  and  the  Wanrenton 
branch  are  numerous,  and  are  preparing  for  comparison.  As  far  as 
examined,  they  present  opportunities  for  favorable  contracts. 


A  list  of  the  persons  in  the  employment  of  this  department  and  the 
transportation  office  is  herewith  submitted,  also  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  materials  on  hand  for  the  repairs  of  the  road,  and  for  the 
nse  of  the  stations  and  shops. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Middleton  to  the  charge  of  the  com- 
pleted road  made  a  vacancy  in  the  post  of  principal  assistant  engi- 
neer on  the  middle  division,  which  was  filled  by  the  selection  of  Mr. 
iW.  O.  Atkinson.  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Vandegrift,  with  their  as- 
sistants, are  entitled  to  credit  for  the  industry  and  fidelity  with  which 
•tbey  have  discharged  their  responsible  duties. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


T.  C.  ATKINSON, 
Chief  Engineer* 


Report  of  Select  Committee. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  presi- 
dent's report  and  accompanying  documents,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
tbey  have  given  the  subject  as  careful  an  examination  as  their  limited 
time  wouldallow,  the  books  and  vouchers  being  freely  opened  to  their 
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boa  br  die  dak,  and  find  the  same  to  conform  tp  the  arid  report 
of  the  president,  and  exhibit  a  correct  statement  of  the  financial  ooo- 
JBua  of  the  company.  The  undersigned  see  toothing  farther  lAich 
*  is  necessarr  to  recommend. 

Oft 

B.  E.  HARRIBONf 
WH.  D.  MA88EY, 
T.  R.  LOVE, 
JOHN.  O.  BEALE, 
WM.  M.  THOMPSON, 

JUammJrim,  31*  Oct.  1861. 


^^  r 

Examining   Committee's  Report. 

Tfc  *»  tecktoUtn  *f  the 

OM|i  and  AWxawhia  Railroad  Co. 

The  undersigned,  the  Alexandria  member  of  the  oommittoe  ap- 
pointed at  the  bat  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  under  the  17th 
6y4aw  of  the  company,  submits  the  fallowing  report : 

Five  months  only  have  elapsed  since  the  last  annual  meeting.  Since 
that  periiKl,  the  road  has  been  finished  to  the  connection  with  the 
Munassa's  silP  rnilroa.<J,  and  trains  leave  twice  a  day  for  the  various 
station*,  with  freight  and  passengers.  The  track,  so  far  as  the  un- 
dersigned i*  capable  of  judging,  will  compare  very  favorably  with  any 
road  north  or  south,  and  seems  to  be  most  substantially  built,  and 
\\  ith  the  exception  of  some  cross  ties  near  Alexandria,  the  materials 
appear  to  bo  of  the  best  quality. 

The  undersigned  has  examined  the  books  and  accounts  so  far  as  bis 
time  would  permit,  and  has  also  examined  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  directors,  as  they  appear  by  the  minutes,  which  have  been 
freely  opened  to  his  inspection  by  the  president  and  the  clerk  of  the 
company.  The  vouchers  having  been  all  examined  and  checked  bya 
committee  of  the  directors,  he  saw  no  reason  to  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
autuMltou  of  them,  but  any  explanation  required  was  freely  given. 
He  has  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  have 
bvva  well  conducted. 

The  biHtk*  have  been  neatly  kept  and  posted  up,  shewing  the  exact 
Hi.uo  of  atlairs  of  the  company — the  balances  in  bank  compare  with 
•.iv  Nvk*  to  a  cent,  shewing  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  of  the  clerk 
i.m  .'.\M*mor.  The  land  damages  in  the  county  of  Fairfax  amount 
>>  $^^>->.  of  which  about  $  1,100  remains  unpaid ;  in  Prince  William 
$y,  *■  W  of  which  about  S  665  not  paid,  and  one  claim  not  assessed; 
■ho  \\uk\  damages  paid  in  Fauquier  $100,  mostly  all  riven;  some, 
V^vwi.  :k*  assessed;  land  damages  in  Culpeper  so  far,  $  11,127, 
>*  N*i*ix  a  Jttfttt  paid — balance  due.  The  outstanding  bills  against  the 
.va4tKK»>i  *hich  do  not  appear  in  4he  report,  because  they  have  not 
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been  adjusted,  the  engineer  reports  will  amount  to  from  7  to  $  9,000. 

It  appears  that  the  amount  received  by  subscriptions  from  private 
stockholders  since  July  is  only  a  little  over  $  2,600,  being  a  small 
amount  towards  progressing  with  a  work  the  monthly  expenditures 
of  which  have  been  over  $  40,000,  and  the  estimates  of  the  present 
month  being  reduced  to  the  smallest  possible  amount,  estimated  at 
S  27,000. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  and  the  limited  resources  of  the  company 
for  the  last  six  months,  great  credit  is  due  to  the  chief  engineer,  T.  C. 
Atkinson,  Esq.  for  the  energy  and  zeal  with  which  he  has  prosecuted 
the  work  and  carried  it  at  least  to  a  point  where  it  can  be  made  avail- 
able as  well  as  profitable  to  the  stockholders  in  the  proposed  connec- 
tion with  Manassa. 

The  undersigned,  as  one  of  the  committee,  feels  it  due  to  Mr.  Atkin- 
son to  say  thus  much,  but  in  doing  so  he  would  bear  his  testimony  to 
the  fidelity  and  energy  of  the  president  and  directors  under  whose 
direction  these  results  have  been  brought  about. 

LEWIS  McKENZIE. 

Alexandria,  October  29th,  1851 


The  undersigned,  one  of  the  committee,  having  only  reached  Alex- 
andria last  evening,  begs  leave  to  report  that  he  has  examined  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  company,  as  far 
as  time  would  allow,  and  concurs  fully  in  the  above  report,  both  as 
regards  the  chief  engineer  and  the  president  and  directors.  He  has 
examined  portions  of  the  eastern  section  as  well  as  the  middle  sec- 
lion,  and  finds  the  condition  of  the  work  favorable ;  but  that  the  work 
is  not  progressing  as  rapidly  as  it  oucht  on  the  middle  section,  is  pre- 
sumed from  the  fact  that  the  stockholders  are  backward  in  paying  up 
their  subscriptions.  Neither  this  road  nor  any  other  can  be  built  with- 
out attention  be  paid  to  meeting  the  various  calls  for  (unds.  The  pre- 
sident and  directors  cannot  carry  on  the  work  until  this  matter  is  at- 
tended to ;  and  upon  the  stockholders  must  rest  the  responsibility,  if 
after  this  meeting  the  works  do  stop. 

GEORGE  FICKLIN. 

Alexandria,  October  30th,  1851. 


Resolutions  offered  by  the  Examining  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  construction  of  nearly  the  whole  eastern  section 
of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  and  bringing  the  same  into 
efficient  use  in  the  short  space  of  equal  to  15  working  months,  is  an 
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TURNPIKE  COMPANIES, 


BUCHANAN  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Work*  of  Virginia. 

Gentlemen, 

la  pursuance  of  law,  we,  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Budhartdn  turnpike  company,  submit  this  our  report  con- 
cerning the  said  company's  road  to  your  honorable  body. 

The  road  has  been  worked  upon  its  whole  length,  and  was  offered 
to  the  bodrd  by  tba.cofttractor  tor  reception  on  the  17th  instant ;  but 
the  superintendent  having  reported  that  there  had  been  a  departure 
from  thg  location  by  the  contractor  at  one  place  about  fifty  yards,  and 
for  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yams,  making  the  grade  at  one 
place  five  degrees,  and  at  another  place  seven  degrees,  when  the  law 
as  also  his  contract  stipulated  that  it  should  not  exceed  four  and  a 
half  degrees,  refused  to*  receive  the  whole  road  until  the  above  men- 
tioned defects  in  the  construction  of  the  road  had  been  remedied  by 
the  contractor. 

Two  sections  of  the  road,  of  five  miles  each,  had  been  completed 
and  received,  both  by  the  board  and  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  county  court  of  Botetourt,  and  the  board  have  directed  toll-gates 
to  be  erected  thereon. 

The  remaining  section  of  the  road,  which  is  about  six  miles  as  per 
the  engineer's  measurement,  would  now  be  received  from  the  contrac- 
tor but  for  the  defects  above  alluded  to,  and  which  can  be  finished  in 
a  few  days. 

By  reference  to  statements  on  the  annexed  page,  marked  A  and  B, 
you  will  see  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  company.  It  will  be 
proper  here  to  explain  why  the  two  shares  of  stock  reported  as  unsold 
-were  not  taken ;  they  were  in  fact  subscribed  by  another  person  for 
Dr.  Kean,  who  thought  he  was  authorized  to  subscribe  for  four  shares, 
-when  the  doctor  insists  that  he  had  only  authorized  him  to  subscribe 
for  two  shares,  and  the  mistake  was  not  discovered  until  recently  :  the 
two  shares  can  readily  be  sold. 

We  would  further  remark  that  there  will  be  two  toll-houses  to  build 
and  pay  for,  which  will  cost  each  about  three  hundred  dollars.  The 
damages  for  land  through  which  the  road  passes  has  yet  to  be  assessed 
and  paid  for,  as  also  the  superintendent  s  account  and  some  other 
small  accounts. 

By  reference  to  statement  C,  on  the  annexed  page,  you  will 
list  of  the  stockholder's  as  originally  subscribed.     Since  tbi 
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Robinson  has  transferred  his  fifty  shares  of  stock  to  Starkie  Robinson, 
and  he,  Starkie  Robinson,  has  transferred  twelve  shares  to  William 
W.  Boyd,  Esq. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  map  of  the  road.  Mr.  Kinney,  who 
located  the  road,  went  off  without  furnishing  the  map,  and  promised 
to  send  it  to  us,  which  he  has  failed  to  do,  and  the  contractor  has  mis- 
laid the  field  notes,  so  that  we  cannot  get  the  map  now :  we  will  pro- 
cure it  soon  and  send  it  to  you. 

The  road  is  sixteen  miles  in  length,  as  per  the  original  survey.  Wc 
propose  to  have  two  toll-gates,  which  we  have  this  day  ordered. 

We  have  made  no  arrangements  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair :  it 
is  now  in  fine  order. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  president  and  directors  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  company : 

John  S.  Wilson,  president;  W.  W.  Boyd,  E.  Valentine,  P.  A.  Hat- 
cher, state  directors ;  Thomas  Cartmill  and  John  H.  Hansbarger,  di- 
rectors ;  O.  W.  Kean,  state  proxy ;  W.  H.  Anthony,  secretary ;  D. 
B.  Layne,  treasurer;  Joel  Lackland,  superintendent. 

William  H.  Anthony,  secretary,  has  been  allowed  fifty  dollars  for 
his  services  to  this  date ;  Joel  Lackland  receives  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  diem :  no  other  officer  has  yet  been  allowed  anything  for 
his  services. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  fc  WILSON,  Pre*U. 
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[A.] 

Return  of  the  stale  of  the  Buchanan  Turnpike  Company  fir  the  year  ending 

18th  November  1851. 


Capital  stock  $  9,000: 

Subscribed  by  individuals  70  shares,  at  9  50  per  share,                   -  -       3,500  00 

Not  subscribed,  by  mistake,  as  explained  in  report,  2  shares,  at  $  50  per  share,  100  00. 

Subscribed  by  commonwealth  lOo  shares,  at  $  50  per  share,          -  -        5,400  00 

Received  from  individual  stockholders,     ...  3,500  00 

Two  shares  stock  not  yet  taken,                -                   -                  -  100  00 

Received  of  commonwealth,                      ...  2,737  50 

Dae  from  commonwealth,      ....  2,662  50 


$  9,000  00     9.000  00 


IB.] 
Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  Organization  of  Company. 


Amount  received  from  individual  stockholders, 
Amount  received  from  commonwealth,    - 
Amount  paid  Starkie  Robinson  on  his  contract, 
Do.  do.  for  repairing  road, 

Expenses  of  engineering  to  date,  ... 

Amount  paid  David  J.  Wilson,  damages  allowed  the  heirs  of  Wm. 

Wilson,  dec'd,  for  passing  through  their  lands, 
Cash  on  hand,      - 


6,006  24 

20  00 

389  80 

3,500  00 
2,737  50 

40  00 
78146 

$6,837  60    6,237  60 


70 
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GILES,  FAYETTE  AND  KANAWHA  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

t  

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Gibs,  Fayettt  and  Kanawha  Turnpike  Compaw*  fa 

the  year  ending  30th  September  1851. 


Capital  stock,  $  59,950 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  1 ,198  shares,  at  $  25  each,  -  -        29.950  00 

"  commonwealth  1,200  shares,      "  -  -        30.000  OB 

Tolls,  rents,  die.  from  commencement  of  the  work  to  date,  -  -         2,741  K 

Nothing  due  by  the  company  for  money  borrowed. 
No  dividends. 

Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,  -        1,508  40 

"         individual  subscriptions  unpaid,  -  -        8,257  00 

Nothing  due  the  company  other  than  on  account  of  stock. 
'Expended  from  commencement  to  30th  Sept  1851, 

as  per  last  year's  report,  -  -   51,520  81 

Expended  since  that  time  in  repairs,      -  -         581  16 

44  "•  paying  land  damages,  -  60  00 

52,161  97 

Amount  in  bank  30th  Sept  1851,  -  -  763  79 


962,691  16      62.69116 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  within  the  year. 

Add  receipts : 
No  capital  stock  received  within  the  year. 

Tolls  received,  after  deducting  10  or  12£  per  cent  for  toll-gatherer,      641  16 
No  other  receipts  during  the  year. 

Total  receipts,  ■      *    ■        $641  tf 

Deduct  disbursements  during  the  year: 

For  improvement  and  repairs  of  road,  -  -  581  16 

Per  lend  damages,  -  -  60  OO 

Total  disbursements,  $641 16 

About  23  miles  of  the  road  yet  unmade,  the  balance  (say  100  miles)  made  and  receirei 

It  is  perhaps  proper  here  to  state  that  $  357  was  received  of  the  stock  of  John  Bowyw, 
and  the  same  paid  offer  to  Roland  &,  Trench,  contractors,  who  it  appeared  were  entitled* 
it,  as  said  stock  had  been  transferred  to  them  and  reported  as  paid  by  last  year's  return 
It  is  therefore  not  noticed  in  the  above. 

The  list  of  stockholders,  the  amount  paid  or  unpaid,  has  not  been  changed  since  last  ye*. 

Nothing  has  been  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  company  during  the  year. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  president  and  directors. 

JOHN  H.  VAWTER,  Sec*. 

*  The  several  heads  of  expenditure  cannot  be  stated,  not  having  the  books  and  pipe* 
to  refer  to. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  property  belonging  to  the  company. 
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PATTERSON'S  CREEK  VALLEY  TURNPIKE  ROAD  CO. 

Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Patterson's  Creek  Valley 
Turnpike  Road  Company  to  tfie  Board  of  Public  Works  and  to  the 
Stockholders. 

The  company  organized  on  the  23d  day  of  November 
1850.  The  location  was  completed  about  the  1st  of  February  1851, 
and  the  road  put  under  contract  on  the  1st  day  of  March  1851.  By 
the  first  letting  the  whole  road  was  to  be  finished  by  the  1st  day  of 
January  1652,  but  two  of  the  contractors  having  failed  to  comply,  two 
sections  (say  10  miles)  were  necessarily  relet.  By  the  last  letting  the 
whole  was  to  be  finished  by  the  1st  of  March  1852,  but  it  i$  now  evi- 
dent that  one  of  the  original  contractors  will  not  get  through  by  that 
time.  There  are  on  the  whole  line  about  34  miles  made  (some  of  it 
yet  not  well  finished,)  and  about  3J  miles  to  make.  The  contract 
prices  vary  on  the  different  sections,  but  average  about  $  367  per 
mile  for  construction,  to  which  is  K)  be  added  damages  paid  to  sundry 
persons  for  right  of  way,  amounting  to  $422  50,  also  cost  of  location, 
superintendence,  printing  and  sundry  other  contingent  expenses  and 
repairs  to  the  road,  which  will  in  all  probably  amount  to  $800  of 
$1000  more: 

Say  for  construction — total,      -  13,855 

Other  items  and  charges,         -  1,172 

Total  probable  cost,      -  (15,027 

at  the  time  the  road  will  be  finished  and  put  under  toll,  which  will 
leave  a  balance  of  $  1473  of  capital  to  pay  for  lots,  toll-houses,  &c., 
(provided  the  stock  is  all  paid.)  As  the  inclement  season  of  the  year 
has  set  in,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  road  will  be  all  made  before  the 
1st  of  May  or  June  1852,  by  which  time  it  may  all  be  under  toll ; 
there  are  now  10  miles  on  the  end  next  the  railroad  under  toll ;  the  re- 
ceipts on  it  are  more  than  were  anticipated  ;  but  this  line  of  road,  the 
Moorefield  and  North  Branch  turnpike  and  the  New  Creek  and  Hardy 
turnpike,  by  other  connections,  all  unite  at  the  town  of  Petersburg  in 
Hardy  county,  consequently  they  will  to  some  extent  be  rival  routes 
for  the  trade  and  travel  south  of  that  point  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad,  though  each  may  get  the  local  travel  of  their  own  valleys. 

The  finances  of  the  company  per  treasurer's  report  up  to  the  1st  of 
December  1851,  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

By  amount  received  from  stockholders,  -  -  5,100  00 

By  amount  received  from  Board  of  public  works,     -  6,955  87 

12,055  87 
To  amount  paid  out  to  contractors  and  others,  -  9,661  01 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  -  $  2,394  86 
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Amount  due  from  stockholders,  -  1,500  00 

Amouot  due  from  Board  of  public  works,  2,944  13 


S  4,444  13 


The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  Thomas  Carskadon,  presi- 
dent ;  Joseph  McNemar,  James  Allen  and  Charles  Williams,  state  di- 
rectors ;  James  Williams  and  John  T.  Pearce,  directors  on  the  part  of 
private  stockholders;  Samuel  D.  Brady,  treasurer;  Nathaniel  Kuykeo- 
dall,  superintendent  and  clerk,  salary  S200  per  annum;  Washington 
Adams,  toll-gate  keeper,  salary  10  per  cent,  and  $12  per  annum  for 
house  rent. 

N.  KUYKENDALL,  Clerk. 

December  20, 1851. 


Accompanying  the  above  is  a  list  of  stockholders.  An  apology  is 
due  for  neglect  in  not  forwarding  a  report  in  October;  the  officers 
were  not  fully  apprised  of  their  duty,  and  the  printed  circular  was  not 
received  in  lime;  it  was  directed  to  Patterson's  creek  depot,  instead 
of  Romney  or  Sheetz's  Mills.  Please  direct  in  future  to  Sheetz's  Mills, 
Hampshire  county. 

N.  K- 


a* 
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"NPIKE  COMPANY. 
(lle,  Dec.  5lh,  1S51. 


^  «*  appointed  commissioner  for 

:  president  of  the  Raleigh  and 
'  ^  i   (jibbnncv  who  had   resigned, 

i  the  6th  of  February  last;  J.  J. 
sry  of  three  dollars  per  day,  and  an 

■ie  direction  of  the  line  of  North  C  a  re- 
nder contract  nnd  are  in  the  course  of 
i    four  hundred   and  tweniy-five  dollars 
.  ille  and  in  the  direction  of  Raleigh,  the 
v  -it  124  mile?,  is  under  contract  at  an  aver- 

;iud  sixty-four  dollars  per  mile, 
■eneral  assembly,  Tazewell  county  has  taken 
iiity;  the  road  will   pass  through   the   former 
**  which  arc  under  contract,  averaging  Stf9i)  per 

•ut  thirty-four  miles  in  Mercer  county,  twenty-two 
;  made  at  an  average  of  S  327  per  mile. 
re  will  be  about  twelve  miles. 

jty  has  recently  complied  with  the  act  of  assembly 
construction  of  this  road,  and  if  the  nearest  point  of 
:olina  line  south  of  the  new  courthouse  be  made  the  ter- 
;i  meets  the  approbation  of  this  board,  only  twenty  miles 
ray  son  will  be  necessary  to  reach  the  southern  terminus, 
im  entire  length  of  the  road  about  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ties.    The  road  has   so   lar,  for  the    most    part,   been  let 
ictions  of  one  and  two  miles,  the  greater  part  in  mile  sec- 
ond bid3  deemed  too  high  have  been  by  the  directory  uniformly 
cd,  and  the  engineer  authorized  to  contract  when  more  favor- 
iroposilions  should  be  made,  saving  in  some  instances  fifty  dol- 
)er  mile.     It  is  presumed  all  the  ro:id  now  under  contract  will 
lished  during  the  next  year,  when  the  remainder  will  be  adv?r- 
for  contract. 

spectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  L.  CROCKETT,  Prcs. 


Amoum  i 
Amoui 


r 

n 


COMPANY. 


and  Fairmont  turnpiVc 

the  progress  and  condi- 

1851. 

road  lias  been  completed. 

jc  being  received  along  llic 

are  found  sufficient  to  keep 

kjh  applied  to  that  purpose  in  such 

-.4  for  llie  interest  oi"  nil  con- 

,  ■  £mk!  repair. 

kepi  in  as  good  order  from  the 
rer  which  the  road  passes  and  tbe 

"red  to  exercise  that  economy  in  the 
»  company  which  they  thought  nun 
,   3e  state  and  of  the  stockholders  sod 
i  by  ibe  improvement. 


Teste, 


THOS.  L.  MOORE, 

Secretary. 
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Itturn  of  the  state  of  the  Weston  and  Fairmont  Turnpike  tympany,  for  the  year 

ending  the  30th  of  September  1851. 


Capital  stock,  $20,000: 

ubscribed  by  individuals  320  shares,  at  $25  each, 
ubscribed  by  commonwealth  480  shares,  at  $25  eacn, 
'oils  from  commencement  of  work  to  date, 
■mount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid,   - 
.mount  of  individual  subscription  unpaid, 

.mount  expended  in  construction  of  work  from  commencement  of 
work  in  1848  to  date,  including  officers'  salaries,  &c. 
.mount  expended  in  repairs,  during  same  time, 
.mount  expended  in  land  damages,       ... 
lash  on  hand,  as  per  statement  below, 


Receipts  and  Disbursements. 


lalance  on  hand,  as  per  last  annual  report, 

Receipts  during  the  year,  viz: 
'or  capital  stock  of  individuals, 
'or  capital  stock  from  Board  of  public  works, 
or  tolls,  ... 

Disbursements : 
'or  improvements, 

'or  repairs,        ... 
'or  damages,     ... 

For  officers'  salaries: 
'or  treasurer,    - 
'or  superintendent, 
'or  engineer,     - 

Balance  on  hand, 


• 
• 

150  00 
96  70 

8,000  00 

12,000  00 

634  96 

19,079  74 

1,055  25 

222  66 

30  61 

$20,634  96  20,634  96 


6 


91  66 


1,767  42 

2,850  00 

634  96 

3,706  14 

1,061  13 

186  66 

125  00 

40  00 

204  50 

5,344  04 


5,313  43 
$30  61 


By  order  of  the  board. 


Teste, 


THOS.  L.  MOORE, 

Secretary. 
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A  List  of  the  President  and  Directors,  Secretary,   Treasurer  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Weston  and  Fairmont    Turnpike  Company,  with  tit 
-   salary  or  compensation  allowed  to  such. 

Gideon  D.  Camden,  president ;  Eugenius  L.  Boydston,  Benjamin 
Bassil,  jr.,  Solomon  S.  Fleming,  Bhickweli  Jackson,  John  J.  Moore, 
gentlemen,  directors;  Thomas  L.  Moore,  secretary — $25  per  annum; 
Thomas  G.  Watson,  treasurer — 2J  percent,  commission;  Benjamin 
Bassell,  jr.,  superintendent — $5  per  month;  Solomon  S.  Fleming,  su- 
perintendent— $5  per  month. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

Teste, 

THOMAS  L.  MOORE,   S«?y. 
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STATE  IMPROVEMENTS. 


■riMtM****^ 


STAUNTON  AND   PARKERSBURG  ROAD. 
Annual  Report  of  IL  H.  Kinney,  Superintendent. 

To  <b*  Board  tot  Public  Works  of  Va.,  Richmond. 
GSNT&BlftSK, 

I  was  appointed  general  superintendent  of  this  im- 
provement by  order  of  your  board  of  6ih  April  1851 ;  I  therefore  pre- 
sent (his  report  from  that  date.     The  first  subject  will  be  the 


As  soon  as  practicable  I  passed  over  the  line  of  the  road,  in  order 
to  get  the  spring  repairs  under  contract  at  the  earliest  possible  rtao- 
fiaent  after  the  snow  and  frost  bad  left  the  ground,  and  endeavored  at 
once  to  commence  a  system,  so  that  they  should  be  permanent,  looking 
forward  for  the  system  to  be  carried  out  for  several  years.  Time 
pressing,  I  adopted  two  plans.  One  by  letting  out  the  work  in  sec- 
tions, and  the  other  by  working  entirely  on  state  acedant  with  idols 
already  belonging  to  the  state. 

After  a  fair  trial,  to  the  first  of  these  plans  I  give  my  decided  pre* 
farence,  partly  for  reasons  such  as  the  following: 

1.  All  property  belonging  to  the  state,  in  the  band4  of  indtvidaals^ 
is  liable  to,be  lost  or  worn  out  by  private  use  or  rieglect* 

3.  All  work  done  by.  bands  directly  employed  by  the  state  require* 
a  multiplication  of  accounts,  and  opens  the  door  to  frauds,  small  bdfe 
innumerable* 

3.  The  superintendent  has  the  control  of  the  topd  more  tinder  bia 
immediate-eye  than  by  having  different  gangs  of  hands  scattered  over 
a  long  extent  of  road ;  and  where  any  casual  repair  is  needed  at  any 
other  time  than  when  the  full  repairs  are  pot  tin,  he  would  be  very 
often  at  a  loss  to  get  hands  immediately,  while  on  the  other  hand  be 
could  simply  notify  the  contractor  that  his  portion  of  the  road  needed 
repairs  at  a  given  point,  and  require  his  immediate  attention  to  it 

I  am  satisfied  that  all  the  road  will  be  taken  in  from  10  to  SO  tiaild 
Sections  by  responsible  persons  tiring  on  or  near  the  line,  and  a  super- 
intendent, who  will  require  them  to  do  their  work  promptly  and  faith*' 
fatty*  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  get  his  road  well  kept  op,  especially 
if  the  plan  is  adopted  (which  I  will  do)  of  having  printed  tpeci/imtum^ 
signed  by  hJmsell  and  the  contractor,  setting  forth  the  rtiaxusf,  time  te<f 
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payment  of  how  his  work  is  to  be  done,  and  a  steadfast  refusal  on  his 
part  to  pay  for  work  which  is  not  done  accordingly. 

The  average  cost  of  repairs  for  IS  months  from  1st  April  to  1st  next 
March,  will  be,  as  far  as  l  can  ascertain,  about  $10  50  per  mile,  exclu- 
sive of  building  small  bridges,  clearing  the  road  of  fallen  timber,  &c. 

BRIDGES. 

There  are  about  25  bridges  on  this  road  of  60  feet  span  and  over, 
and  about  30  under  50  feet  span — in  all  about  55.  Of  these  I  have 
bad  Fink  run  bridge,  about  SO  feet  span,  Indian  creek,  about  the  same 
span,  and  several  small  ones,  repaired;  and  Dry  run,  10S  feet  span, 
Lazure's  run,  32  feet  span,  and  Lazy  run,  132  feet  span,  built  new  en* 
tirely,  from  unexpended  funds  for  bridge  purposes  under  the  control  of 
the  board.  These  bridges  are  all  complete  by  this  time,  (Dec.  7,)  and 
the  travel  passing  over  them  ;  and  also  a  bridge  over  Buffalo  branch, 
about  20  feet  span,  entirely  rebuilt  and  finished  one  month  apo;  this, 
however,  will  be  paid  for  out  of  the  tolls  on  hand,  as  well  as  the 
others  now  building  of  smalt  span,  also  to  be  paid  for  out  of  fundi 
arising  from  tolls. 

By  the  first  of  next  October  I  hope  to  have  every  bridge  on  the  lino 
in  perfect  order,  and  the  small  ones  mostly  built  entirely  new,  which 
now  require  it  so  badly. 

The  new  bridge  to  be  built  over  Middle  river  I  have  advertised  to 
to  be  put  under  contract  on  the  1st  of  January  next.  This  would 
have  been  let  long  ago,  but  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  lumber,  by 
reason  of  low  water,  there  was  no  chance  for  enough  competition  ia 
the  bidding:  I  accordingly  postponed  letting  it  as  above. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  oi  bridges  I  most  urgently  recommend  that 
the  board  press  the  subject  of  a  bridge  across  Tygart's  valley  river, 
above  Beverly,  on  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  and  ask  an 
appropriation  for  building  the  same.  This  matter  was  spoken  of  in 
my  predecessor's  report  and  also  urged. 

I  bad  a  personal  chance  of  seeing  and  experiencing  the  great  incon- 
venience, occasioned  by  there  being  no  bridge,  a  fortnight  ago.  The 
stages  must  be  stopped  at  that  point  very  often  during  the  winter  sea- 
son; if  not  with  high  water,  ice  will  often  prevent  any  other  than  a  pe- 
rilous and  uncertain  travel  for  stages,  passengers,  travelers  in  vehicles, 
and  the  mails ;  and  besides,  a  large  amount  of  tolls  is  lost  by  being 
compelled  to  take  ah  out  of  the  way  track,  impassable  for  any  bnt 
horseback  travel,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe. 

This  bridge  is  more  important  now  than  ever  heretofore,  on  account 
of  the  completion  of  the  Fairmont  and  Beverly  and  the  Buchanan 
and  Clarksburg  roads,  both  of  which*are  feeders  to  the  Staunton  and 
Parkersburg  road ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  it  it  the  only  rtrtim  of  am- 
teqwtnee  between  the  two  ends  of  the  road  not  now  handsomely  an) 
permanently  bridged.  The  ford  is  wide,  and  when  up  a  considerable 
current  exists,  which,  even  when  clear  of  ice,  would  deter  a  stranger 
tram  attempting  it  at  a  very  ordinary  stage.  My  own  opinion  is  thai 
It  should  hare  been  the  first  bridge  built  over  Tygart's  valley  river. 


[Doe.  No.  18.]  668 

MACADAMIZING. 

I  have  given  great  attention  to  this  part  of  the  improvement  of  the 
road ;  and  by  reference  to  the  list  of  bids,  the  board  will  see  that  the 
work  has  gone  far  below  its  rate  of  being  done,  though  prices  of  pro- 
visions, &c.  are  greatly  higher.  There  remain  at  this  date  (Dec.  7) 
about  $  5,000  more  of  the  last  appropriation  to  spend,  which  I  wish 
to  use  very  cautiously  in  macadamizing  all  the  short,  bad  places  that 
I  may  detect  this  winter  and  next  spring,  when  the  road  gets  at  its 
worst.  With  this  partly  in  view  I  have  just  passed  carefully  over  the 
line,  but  finding  great  quantities  of  snow  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
decide  at  present.  I  have,  however,  had  quite  a  large  proportion  ex* 
pended  on  Cheat  mountain,  and  will  spend  more  of  it  there.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  this  great  bugbear  to  travelers  will  then  be  good  road, 
winter  and  summer,  except  when  blocked  up  with  snow  and  ice,  which 
must  be  the  case  sometimes. 

Two  lettings  of  macadamizing  have  been  had — one  at  Weston  and 
Monterey  on  the  19th  and  20th  June  last ;  the  contracts  under  this  let- 
ting are  nearly  or  quite  completed,  except  the  two  largest.  The  win- 
ter coming  on  prematurely,  I  would  not  allow  the  metal  to  be  spread 
on  these  sections,  though  a  great  deal  is  delivered  and  broken  on  both 
sections.     The  contractors  on  all  these  sections  have  discharged  their 

fart  of  the  contracts  to  my  satisfaction  thoroughly  in  all  cases  where 
have  received  part  or  the  whole  of  their  work,  and  drawn  on  the 
board  for  the  amounts  due  them. 

The  result  of  the  other  letting  at  Parkersburg  on  15th  October  last 
is  now  before  the  board  for  its  action. 

I  have  had  some  graveling  done  with  materials  from  the  beds  of 
the  streams  on  the  western  end  of  the  road,  which  is  very  far  superior 
to  any  macadamizing  except  that  done  with  limestone ;  and  if  it  wears 
as  well  as  I  anticipate,  I  would  give  it  the  preference — cost  taken  into 
consideration — even  to  that  as  a  covering,  being  ready  for  use  and 
smooth  almost  as  soon  as  laid  down. 

I  received  the  circular  of  the  board  in  regard  to  using  earth  of  any 
kind  as  a  covering  for  macadamizing. 

My  views  in  relation  to  that  matter  having  always  been  so  decidedly 
in  accordance  with  the  circular,  it  is  almost  useless  for  me  to  say 
that  nothing  of  the  sort  has  been  done  on  this  work,  nor  will  be  done 
whilst  I  am  superintendent  and  responsible  for  it. 

The  only  draft  drawn  by  me  prior  to  the  1st  of  October  last  on  the 
macadamizing  fund  was  in  favor  of  Perry  Lorentz,  for  the  sum  of 
$  452  52,  balance  due  on  a  contract  of  the  year  before  and  unfinished ; 
the  whole  of  his  contract  being  for  S  491  20,  and  Colonel  Hamilton 
having  given  a  previous  draft  for  S  238  68,  according  to  a  statement 
furnished  by  Lorentz  from  Col.  Hamilton. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

The  first  extra  expenditure  out  of  the  increasing  receipts  from  tolls 
I  should  recommend  to  be  expended  (after  building  new  bridges  where 
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the  old  ones  have  rotted  or  are  becoming  unsafe,)  in  having  the  tim- 
ber cleared  at  least  30  feet  on  each  side  of  the  road. 

In  my  last  two  trips  over  the  line  since  30th  September  on  exten- 
sive fire  on  (he  Alleghany  mountains  (nol  an  uncommon  thing  in  tbc 
fall  of  the  year,)  during  my  return  from  the  first  trip,  hail  caused  do 
less  than  14  trees  lo  fall  in  the  road  ou  that  mountain  alone,  having 
had  the  pleasure  of  helping  to  get  them  out  so  that  we  could  pass  mm 
find  some  one  to  clear  the  road  more  effectually  of  them  ;  oft  the  ]m 
trip,  reluming,  the  snow  had  eaused  almost  as  many  more  on  the  same 
|MiUU — to  say  nothing  of  other  advantages  which  would  accrue) 
equally,  if  not  more  important,  such  as  laying  open  the  road  lo  the 
free  use  of  wind  and  sun- 
Mr.  Prince,  the  very  efficient  gale  keeper  at  No.  12,  (Parkcrsbutg.) 
having  removed,  1  have  appointed  Mrs.  Vaughn,  an  old  gate-keeper, 
who  was  best  recommended,  and  I  found  on  enquiry  most  agreeable  to 
the  neighborhood.  Some  proposition  was  on  fool  lo  get  the  N,  W. 
turnpike  gale  and  the  gate  for  this  road  put  into  one  person's  hands, 
and  was  favored  by  Col.  Wilson,  the  superintendent,  but  lor  reasons 
not  ueeessary  to  mention,  but  obvious,  I  think,  !  prefer  keeping  each 
gate  by  itself.  One  thing  alone  1  would  mention — the  difficulty  that 
might  arise  in  the  annual  lolls;  and  besides,  1  believe  the  experiment 
has  been  tried  before.  It  throws  too  much  money  into  one  indivi- 
dual's hands.  Mrs,  Vaughn  has  given  the  necessary  bond  and  taken 
the  usual  oaths. 

I  recommend  the  sale  of  the  toll-house,  not  now  in  use  nor  ever 
likely  to  be  again,  about  iwenty-fbur  miles  east  of  Parkersburg;  it 
yields  no  rent  and  is  going  to  decay. 

I  also  recommend  ihe  sale  of  toll-house  No.  5,  west  base  of  Cheat 
mountain,  and  the  removal  of  the  gate  lower  down  Tygart's  valley. 
For  the  present  it  might  be  kept  at  Bemorlh's  store,  until  the  coroplo 
tipn  of  the  Huttonsvifie  and  Huntersville  road,  when  it  might  be  re- 
moved to  Hamilton's  store,  or  a  lot  of  land  condemned  ana  a  house 
built,  which  would  answer  for  both  roads.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  great 
deal  of  toll  is  lost  coming  from  the  upper  end  of  Tygart's  valley  to- 
wards Beverly,  Fairmont,  Asc,  and  vice  vena. 

About  the  first  of  March  I  shall,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  sell  all 
or  nearly  all  the  tools  belonging  to  the  state  and  let  the  work  out  for 
repairs  in  10  mile  sections  for  12  months  from  that  date. 

I  would  ask  that  some  arrangement  be  made,  so  that  an  annual  toll 
may  be  assessed,  over  the  usual  yearly  lolls,  on  the  bridges  at  Weston, 
Buchanan  and  Beverly.  The  bridges  at  those  places  being  greatly 
used  by  the  immediate  towns  and  neighborhoods  near  them,  ought 
of  course  to  pay  more  toll  than  ordinary  travelers. 

I  recommend  that  wagons  of  4  inch  tire  wide  or  upwards,  be 
passed  toll  free  ;  that  ordinary  tires,  with  patent  locks*  remain  as  si 
present,  and  that  those  without  patent  locks  be  increased  at  least  60 
per  cent.  I  also  recommend  that  the  toll  on  cattle  be  put  up  to  where 
it  was  before.  20  head  of  cattle  passing  over  the  road  just  after  rail 
repairs  are  put  on,  are  more  destructive  than  10  wagons,  and  do  not 
pay  one-tenth  as  much.  This  only  holds  good  on  this  road,  where 
there  is  so  much  side  cut — the  edges  of  the  road  are  entirely  cot  off 
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and  the  ditches  filled  by  their  sharp  hoofs  when  it  is  too  late  in  the 
season  to  repair  again. 

It  is  gratifying  for  me  to  state  to  the  board,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
returns  of  tolls  and  superintendent's  account,  that  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  of  tolls  over  disbursements  for  the  last  two  quarters 
ending  June  80  and  September  30,  though  the  returns  shew  a  de- 
crease of  tolls  in  the  fiscal  year  of  $  66  48;  but  from  this  sum  must  be 
deducted  the  amount  of  tolls  due  by  old  mail  contractors  from  1st  of 
April  to  the  time  when  the  stages  were  put  on  by  the  stage  contractors, 
wnich  has  not  yet  been  collected  because  I  have  not  yet  ascertained 
the  amount  due.  The  present  contract  with  Harman  &  Co.  is  S  500 
per  annum,  and  if  the  tolls  even  remain  as  they  are,  I  do  not  see  why 
the  road  should  not  pay  a  small  dividend  next  year,  if  no  extraordi- 
nary expense  is  encountered. 

The  stage  toll,  as  per  contract  with  the  board,  is  S  500  per  annum, 
out  of  which  I  believed  the  toll-keepers  were  entitled  to  three  per 
cent.,  and  I  have  accordingly  allowed  it  to  them. 

I  have  no  data  at  hand  to  shew  the  relative  pecuniary  situation  of 
the  road  this  year  and  last  year,  not  knowing  what  amount  was  due 
to  or  from  the  former  superintendent  at  the  date  of  my  appointment. 

I  would  remark  that  of  the  amount  appearing  on  quarter's  return 
of  30th  September  as  being  in  my  hands,  a  large  portion  of  the  same 
was  retained  until  some  contractors  had  done  their  fall  repairs  more 
satisfactorily ;  what  has  not  since  then  been  paid  out  will  still  be 
passed  on  to  each  quarter,  until  I  am  satisfied  with  their  work :  other 
portions  have  been  paid  out  for  other  purposes  all  of  which  will  of 
course  appear  at  next  quarter.  I  make  this  statement,  so  that  you  may 
not  think  that  the  sum  appearing  against  me  is  actual  gain,  although 
I  hope,  as  before  stated,  to  shew  some  such  balances  as  clear  profit. 

Several  claims  have  been  presented,  which  I  have  up  to  this  time 
declined  paying :  one  (the  largest)  to  Mr.  John  Hanneman,  for  build- 
ing a  bridge  near  his  house,  of  about  25  feet  span :  he  claims  $  49  39 ; 
the  price  is  reasonable  and  the  work  faithfully  done,  and  Col.  Hamil- 
ton says  the  claim  is  just ;  I  shall  theiefore  pay  it,  unless  otherwise 
instructed,  believing  it  to  be  correct  myself;  and  so  with  the  others. 

The  accompanying  statement  shews  the  quarter's  tolls  for  1851  and 
1852.  I  annex  the  stage  tolls  received  in  last  two  quarters  by  myself, 
shewing  a  total  nett  increase  up  to  September  30,  1851,  of  $ 

No  other  fund  being  used  prior  to  30th  September  last,  except  the 
draft  in  favor  of  Lorentz,  there  is  no  other  annual  account  to  offer  at 
this  time  of  the  macadamizing  or  the  bridge  fund.  In  regard  to  the 
bridge  fund,  it  being  little  over  $  800,  I  would  say  that  what  will  be 
wanting  to  build  the  bridge  over  Middle  river,  alter  payment  for  the 
three  bridges  at  the  western  end  of  the  road,  I  expect  to  make  up 
from  the  tolls;  as  it  will  be  built  by  contract,  the  board  of  course  will 
see  the  whole  arrangement,  before  approving  the  contract.  I  am 
anxious  to  set  it  done  before  the  next  summer's  travel  comes  on. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  H.  KINNEY, 
Superintendent  5.  If  P.  Road. 

December  1th,  1851. 
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Statement  of  Tolls  received  on  the  Staunton  and   Parkersbyrg  Road  dwmg  ie 

years  1849,  1850  and  1851. 


• 

i 

lo  first  quarter,              ... 
In  second  quarter,         ... 
In  third  quarter,             ... 
In  fourth  quarter,           ... 

1,319  81 

695  42 

1,041  74 

1,215  23 

1,212  97 
623  97 

905  as 
1,363  96 

$4,172  20 

4,105  72 

Decrease  in  1850, 1851, 


$66  48 


Note. — I  had  charge  of  the  disbursements  of  the  last  two  quarters,  and  there  is  a  sorpsi 
fund  on  hand,  whereas  at  a  corresponding  time  last  year,  30th  September  1851,  there  wsj 
a  balance  due  from  the  road  of  $250.  To  ofl&et  the  $66  48,  shewn  above  as  decrease  ii 
tolls,  I  would  say  that  a  portion  of  old  mail  contractors  loll  due  and  not  collected,  vfl 

{>robably  cover  the  difference  when  collected.    There  is  still  however  an  increase  oa  ii 
ast  two  quarters  over  same  quarters  last  year  of  $11  81. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


K.  H.  lk«a  SwptnMUMsaA' 
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CLARKSBURG  AND  BUCKHANNON  TURNPIKE 

COMPANY 

Return  of  the  state  of  the  Clarksburg  and  Buckhannon  Turnpike  Company  for 

the  year  ending  20th  SeptembciA%51. 


tt 
it 


u 


It 

tt 


Capital  stock  $  20,000 : 
Subscribed  by  individuals  171  shares,  at  $  25  each, 

Harrison  county  court  40  shares,  at  $  25  each, 
Lewis  "  30       " 

Commonwealth,         360      " 
Tolls  collected  up  to  this  date. 
Indebtedness  to  company  beyond  the  stock  taken, 
Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscription  unpaid, 

44  individual  "  " 

Expended  in  construction, 
Incidental  expenses,  as  per  last  report, 

"  "        not  reported  in  last  return, 

"  "       paid  out  during  last  year, 

Expended  in  repairs  this  year, 


4,275  00 

1,000  00 

750  00 

9,000  00 

402  07 

334  67 

132  37 

113  00 

13,507  97 

1,042  28 

80  48 

154  00 

662  64 

$  15.761  74      15,761  74 


Amount  of  capital  stock  received  from  individuals  this  year, 

"  "  "  commonwealth  this  year, 

Tolls  received  this  year,      .... 


Disbursements  this  year: 
Amount  paid  John  H.  Shettleworth, 
D.  S.  Pennell, 
for  repairs, 


a 


»t 


*4 
*t 


tt 


tt 


Leaving  this  sum  due  from  company  over  stock  taken, 


61  73 

99  86 

402  07 


The  company's  entire  indebtedness  will  appear  by  exhibit  marked  A, 

'   by  which  the  amount  due  is  shewn  to  be 

The  amount  of  commonwealth's  stock  unpaid  is      - 

"  indivdual  "  " 

Balance  due  from  commonwealth  on  certificate  of  Oct  I860, 

Dec.  1850, 
"  Jan.  1851, 


117  84 

43  75 

402  07 

132  37 

113  00 

4  50 

20  37 

7  87 

$563  66 


$563  66 


612  78 


.    278  11 
$334  67 
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Tliere  may  be  snmc  errors  in  the  foregoing  statement.  The  inves- 
tigation of  ine  affitirs  of  the  company  has  been  attended  with  much 
difficulty  and  a  great  deal  of  labor,  owing  to  a  want  of  proper  under- 
standing of  the  accounts  as  furnished  to  the  present  secretary.  For 
this  cause  there  has  been  considerable  delay  in  making  out  this  re- 
port. 


List  of  Officers  of  the  Company. 


Edward  Stewart,  slate  director,  president ;  Burton  Despnrd,  state 
director;  one  vacancy;  John  Hursey,  Augustine  J.  Smith,  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders;  James  P.  Bartlett,  superintendent;  P. 
Chanin,  treasurer  and  clerk. 

The  president  and  directors  are  allowod  $2  per  day  each  for 
every  day  they  arc  actually  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  company. 
The  superintendent  is  allowed  $  JOO  per  annum  j  the  clerk  and  tres- 
iorer  is  allowed  $30  per  annum. 

For  the  last  year  there  has  been  no  proxy  for  the  state  appointed. 
A  meeting  was  called  in  October  lo  elect  directors,  &c.  for  the  year 
1652;  there  being  not  a  majority  present,  no  election  was  had.  An- 
other meeting  is  called,  to  be  held  on  the  3d  Monday  in  January 
1852. 

A  list  of  stockholders  accompanies  ibis  report.  The  road  is  com- 
pleted and  is  thought  lo  be  in  pretty  good  order. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


P.  Chapin,   Clerk. 


E.  STEWART,  Fm. 
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Liabilities  of  the  Company  to  Iniimduah. 


)ue  Lair  Dean, 

Mrs.  Haymond, 

D.  S.  Haselden, 

E.  S.  Stealy, 
E.  Stewart, 
Ab'm  Rigar, 
George  Harper, 
Isaac  Martin, 

P.  Chapin,  treasurer, 

Jas.  P.  Bartlett,  superintendent, 

J,  Hursey, 

B.  Despard, 

A.  G.  Smith, 

Stewart  Little,    - 


Balance  due  for  repairs, 


Attest, 


06  00 

81  75 

6  24 

22  36 

12  89 

63  00 

10  00 

14  47 

30  00 

100  00 

11  50 

6  00 

4  00 

2  00 

362  21 

260  57 

$612  78 

P.  CHAPIN,  Clerk 
C.  and  B.  T.  Co. 
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LEESBURG  AND  SNICKER'S  GAP  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Maple  Grovb,  Dec  SI,  1851. 

To  J.  Brown,  Second  Auditor. 
Sib, 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  report  of  the  Leesburg  and  Snicker's 
gap  turnpike  company  from  October  1,  1850,  to  October  1, 1851. 

JONAH  HATCHER. 


The  president  and  directors  of  the  Leesburg  and  Snicker's 
turnpike  company  beg  leave  to  make  the  subjoined  report  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 


•'      M)  | 


•      # 
I 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Leesburg  and  Snicker's  Chip  TmnjriJct  Ccmjmg 


Amount  of  commonwealth**  subscription  unpaid,  -  3,009  65 

"       individual  "  "         -  •  -  4,012  87 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  work  from  commencement,  in  damages, 

repairs,  salaries,  incidental  expenses,  interest  and  discount  on  bank  debt,  up 

to  1st  of  October  1850,    -  70,856  42 

Expended  in  repairs  from  1st  Oct.  1850  to  1st  Oct  1851,  •  -  74*  W 

"     salaries,  2  gate  keepers  1  year,  *     160  00 

President's  salary,  1    "  -  -      75  00 

Treasurer's,  salary,  1    "  -  85  00 

Five  directors'  salaries,  1     "  50  00 

—  310  00 

Amount  applied  to  bank  debt,  as  per  former  report,  -  5,606  37 

"  "        "        "      from  1st  Oct  1850  to  1st  Oct  1851,  -  508  00 

"    of  per  oentage  paid  for  collecting  money,  as  per  former  report,     -  10  06 

Balance  in  hands  of  8.  M.  Edwards,  former  treasurer,  -  -  147  47 

"        "  of  J.  H.  Chamblin,  treasurer,      -  -  -  13  00 


•  83.314  « 
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from  Commencement,  April  1831,  till  1st  of  October  1851. 


Capital  stock  $50,000: 

Subscribed  by  individuals,        300  shares  at  $100  each,           -                  -  30,000  00 
"            commonwealth,  200    "                       "                                  -  20,000  00 
Amount  of  tolls  received  from  commencement,                       -                  -  18,960  43 
"     of  interest  received  from  individual  stockholders,  as  per  former  re- 
port,                      .....  547  39 
Amount  borrowed  of  office  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Leesburg,               -  13,800  67 


$83,314  49 


67- 


1.6M* 

*  1.655  as 
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NEW  CREEK  AND  HARDY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY. 

Ridgeville,  December  30th,  1851. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  report  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  N.  C.  &  H.  T.  Co.  Although  it  was  not  made 
at  the  proper  time,  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  your  letter  of  in* 
struction,  I  presume  it  will  otherwise  be  more  satisfactory.  The  con- 
dition of  the  work,  connected  with  other  circumstances,  made  it  out  of 
my  power  to  draw  up  a  report  at  the  time  directed  by  your  circular ; 
(and  in  fact. the  circular  was  not  received  until  the  4th  Nov.)  In  future 
I  hope  the  road  will  be  so  managed  that  the  reports  will  be  forwarded 
at  the  proper  time. 


Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 


N.  KUYKENDALL, 
Clerk  N.  C.  If  H.  T.  Co. 


Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  New  Creek  and  Hardy 
Turnpike  Company  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  Stockholders. 

The  company  organized  in  February  1851 ;  the 'road  was  located 
and  put  under  contract  in  April  1851.  By  contract  it  should  have 
been  all  finished  by  the  present  time,  but  the  winter  setting  in  90 
early  has  prevented  some  of  the  contractors  from  finishing  up  their 
work..  Though  the  principal  part  of  the  work  is  done,  and  all  could  be 
completed  in  a  short  time  if  the  weather  was  favorable,  as  the  season 
now  is,  it  may  not  ail  be  completed  until  spring,  when  it  can  all  be 
put  under  toll. 

The  length  of  the  road  is  a  fraction  over  18  miles ;  the  width  from 
16  to  18  feet,  the  greater  part  18  feet  wide,  and  the  average  cost  for 
construction  about  $  373  per  mile. 

Say,  total  cost  for  construction,  -  6,725  25 

Damages  for  right  of  way,      -  -  -  -  516  00 

Cost  of  location,  &c.  -  -  -  -  69  25 

Superintendence  for  1  year,  -  -  -  100  00 

Sundry  other  contingent  expenses,  printing  and  other  bills,         50  00 
Repairs,  mile  posts,  &c.  -  100  00 

Total  probable  cost,     -  .  -  $7,560  50 

TJp  to  the  time  the  road  is  finished  and  put  under  toll. 


Dht  So.  IB.] 


stock  that  will  be 


3,500  00 
5,250  00 


$  8,750  1 


~-  ■  ±xu  $1200  lo  buy  lots  and  build  toll- 


-    -    — i    "*"■       ■    ^"-*p^  —  above  estimated.) 
i    *  vrf  «4co  finished,  if  it  si     ' 


ihould  not  nett  a  sui- 

mp»  ^ uyraitendence  and  keeping  it  in  repair.  It 

— '  comfort  to  the  citizens  and  traveling 


mjmim 


I  to  the  improvement  of  the  country  through 
»e  nearest  route  lo  llie  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
tern  part  of  Hardy  and  Pendleton  counties. 


f  rhe  state  of  the  finances  as  follows : 

)  stockholders  to  this  date,      -  2,-567  33 

-     Board  of  public  works,         -  3.2S1  03 


5,848  95 

3,48S  00 

51 G   00 

69  25 

50  00 

12  00 

4,135  25 

S  1.713  70 

of  the  company  are  Reuben  Davis,  president; 

■a  Ward,  Robert  K.  Sheetz,  state   directors; 

Michael,  directors  on  part  of  stockholders;  Silns 

fid  Kuykendall,  superintendent  and  clerk— 

I  and  clerk  per  annum  $  100. 

N.  KUYKExNDALL,  Clerk. 


■ 
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REPORT 


»• 


OF 


CHARLES  B.  SHAW,  C.  E. 


Oil  THE 

* 


PREFERRED   LINE    IN    THE    SURVEYS 


FOR  A 


RAILROAD  FROI  COVINGTON  TO  THE  OHIO. 


1852. 
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REPORT 


To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  to  you  a  brief  notice  of  the  various  surveys 
and  reconnoissances  made  during  the  past  season  for  the  Covington 
and  Ohio  railroad,  as  a  preface  to  a  report  on  the  preferred  line. 

In  a  future  communication  the  reasons  of  that  preference  shall  be 
expressed  more  in  detail. 

To  expedite  the  work  two  parties  were  employed ;  and  that  no  in- 
terruption to  their  operations  rtiight  arise  from  the  appearance  of  cho- 
lera near  the  Ohio  river,  surveys  were  begun  at  points  not  very  far 
from  it,  and  were  subsequently  connected  with  the  main  line  from  Co- 
vington to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier. 

Commencing  at  the  Narrow  falls  of  New  river,  1J  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  Gauley,  Mr.  McKean's  party  surveyed  Kanawha  on  the 
north  side  through  the  Salines,  Charleston  and  Buffalo,  to  Point  Plea- 
sant, returning  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  the  Narrow  falls. 
This  party  subsequently  surveyed  from  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek  up 
New  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Stony,  and  afterwards  up  Bluestone 
river,  and  by  one  of  its  branches,  to  a  depression  on  the  Great  Flat- 
Cop  mountain  on  the  head  waters  of  Guyandotte  river. 

The  same  party  then  resumed  last  year's  line  at  the  mouth  of  Green- 
brier, and  keeping  on  the  north  bank,  descended  New  river  to  the  Nar- 
row falls,  forming  a  continuous  line  from  Covington  to  Point  Pleasant. 
Al  line  was  also  run  by  this  party  from  New  river,  up  Piney  creek  and 
White  Stake  creek,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Raleigh  courthouse,  to  as- 
certain the  possibility  of  reaching  the  Northeast  fork  of  Coal  river. 

The  second  party,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Halkett,  commencing  at  the 
nouth  of  Pigeon  creek,  surveyed  down  Big  Sandy  river  to  its  mouth, 
ind  thence  up  the  Ohio  to  Guyandotte ;  up  Guyandotte  and  Mud  ri- 
sers, and  through  the  old  Teay's  valley,  to  the  mouth  of  Scary  creek, 
brming  a  connection  at  that  point  with  the  line  on  the  south  bank  of 
tanawba. 

Removing  then  to  Covington,  this  party  surveyed  thence  up  Potts' 
reek9  and  down  Big  Stony  creek  to  its  mouth ;  crossed  New  river,  and 
scending  East  river,  pursued  the  route  indicated  in  Governor  Floyd's 
message,  crossing  East  river  mountain,  and  ascending  Bluestone  to 
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its  head ;  and  touching  the  head  waters  of  Clinch  river,  deflected  to 
the  right,  passing  through  an  almost  imperceptible  depression  in  the 
Flat-top  near  the  Tazewell  springs,  thus  reaching  the  Dry  fork  of 
Sandy. 

The  latter  stream  and  the  Tug  fork  were  surveyed  to  the  main  ri- 
ver, and  thence  the  survey  pursued  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon 
creek. 

This  connection  presented  a  second  continuous  line  from  Covington 
to  the  Ohio. 

On  its  return  to  winter  quarters,  this  party  made  a  brief  examina- 
tion from  the  head  of  Clinch,  by  way  of  the  Clear  fork  of  Wolf 
creek ;  thence  on  to  Kimberling  creek ;  thence  descending  Walked 
creek  to  the  junction  with  Little  Walker,  and  from  the  forks  of  Wal- 
ker's creek,  through  a  remarkable  saddle  in  the  Brush  mountain,  to  a 
point  on  New  river  below  the  Horseshoe. 

It  was  designed  to  connect  this  line  with  one  from  the  mouth  of  Big 
Stony  creek  to  the  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad,  near 
Christiansburg,  with  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  value  of  that  con- 
nection ;  but  that  survey  having  been  made  by  that  company,  all  ne- 
cessary facts  can  be  obtained  from  them. 

Mr.  McKean's  party  terminated  its  operations  by  a  survey  from  the 
mouth  of  Angling  s  creek  to  the  forks  of  Meadow  and  Gauley  rivers, 
at  which  point  exist  the  main  difficulties  of  the  Meadow  river  lint 
This  line  was  reconnoitered  by  myself  from  Greenbrier  bridge  to  the 
forks.  Hughes1  creek,  a  tributary  of  Kanawha,  heading  in  Little  Gau- 
ley mountain,'  was  also  examined  in  connection  with  a  projected  nwtt 
by  Summersviile,  but  found  impracticable. 

Numerous  other  reconnoissances  were  made,  but  with  no  profitable 
result,  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  practicable  way  by  the  heads  of 
Coal  or  Guyandotte  rivers. 

The  comparison  was  gradually  restricted  to  three  routes  :  the  mail 
New  river  route,  the  Big  Sandy  route,  and  the  Meadow  river  mote. 
The  most  decided  advantages  exist  in  favor  of  the  first  named.  The 
reasons  for  rejecting  the  last  two  may  here  be  expressed  in  a  fct 
words : 

The  Big  Sandy  route  is  more  than  40  miles  the  longest,  even  a 
measured  distance.  It  crosses  two  additional  summits,  each  higher 
than  the  main  Alleghany.  It  would  require  frequent  and  expena* 
crossings  of  Big  Sandy.  It  approaches  too  nearly  the  Virginia  aai 
Tennessee  road,  invading  its  province  as  it  were,  affording  unnece* 
sary  accommodation  in  one  quartef,  and  creating  a  dearth  of  it  in  tk 
entire  central  region  of  the  state,  in  which  are  located  and  distributed 
those  health-giving  fountains,  "  the  Virginia  Springs."  The  easy  ani 
speedy  approach  to  them  is  a  matter  of  solicitude  and  concern  totk 
people  not  only  of  the  Southern  and  Western,  but  also  of  the  Narihr* 
and  Eastern  states — a  consideration  that  will  attract  and  secure  the  ih 
tention  of  capitalists  to  its  stock,  both  North  and  South,  as  the  incal- 
culable travel  over  this  line  in  pursuit  of  health  and  pleasure,  «J 
tend  to  cheapen  the  rates  of  tonnage  below  the  average  rates  of  n* 
road  charges. 
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The  Meadow  river  route  was  rejected  because  of  the  necessity,  first, 
of  crossing  Meadow  mountain,  thus  rising  unnecessarily  900  feet  after 
reaching  the  Greenbrier  river,  whence  an  uninterrupted  descent  is 
practicable.  And  lastly,  from  the  utter  impracticability  of  adjusting 
curves  of  suitable  radius  to  the  ground  between  Meadow  and  Gauley 
rivers.  This  route  bad  been  confidently  claimed  as  being  30  miles 
shorter  than  the  line  down  New  river.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case, 
it  is,  at  the  most  favorable  estimate,  longer  even  in  measured  distance. 
Both  of  the  rejected  routes  have  advantages  certainly,  which  shall  be 
duly  stated  hereafter,  but  they  are  greatly  overbalanced  by  inferiority 
of  grade. 

Unusual  efforts  were  made  to  avoid  the  supposed  great  difficulties 
of  New  river ;  but  had  the  facts  now  in  possession  been  fully  known, 
no  anxiety  would  have  been  entertained,  to  find  a  substitute  for  what 
I  do  not  fear  to  proclaim  a  line  of  unequalled  excellence  in  grade,  and 
but  moderately  difficult  of  execution. 

The  valley  of  New  river  being  much  of  it  without  even  a  continu- 
ous horsepath  below  the  mouth  of  Lick  creek,  is  somewhat  difficult 
of  access,  and  must  be  visited  at  particular  points,  or  reconnoitered  on 
foot.  Having  only  visited  particular  points  myself,  I  requested  Mr. 
McKean  to  commit  his  own  remarks  to  paper,  and  here  insert  them. 
As  they  are  the  notes  of  one  who  has  trodden  every  foot  of  this  much 
misrepresented  way,  and  of  one  moreover,  I  feel  called  upon  to  say, 
who  has  evinced  the  highest  professional  skill  and  judgment  in  his  ope- 
rations, they  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  most  reliable  authority  for 
the  true  character  of  the  ground. 

Charlottesville,  Dec.  22,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  present  you  the  sub- 
stance of  my  notes  on  the  "  character  of  the  line  along  New  river 
from  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  to  that  of  Gauley  river,  the  only  portion 
of  my  main  lines  of  survey  for  the  past  season  of  which  you  were  not 
able  to  make  a  full  personal  examination." 

The  general  character  of  this  portion  of  the  valley  of  New  river, 
and  of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  constructing  a  railroad 
along  its  bank,  is  briefly  and  accurately  stated  by  Mr.  Charles  Ellett, 
}un.  in  his  report  as  chief  engineer  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha 
company,  on  the  surveys  made  in  1838,  extracts  from  which  are 
given  in  your  own  report  of  last  February. 

The  upper  division,  42  miles  long,  from  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  to 
Bowyer's  ferry,  presents  obstacles  similar  to  those  encountered  along 
Greenbrier  river,  and  not  much  greater.  The  strips  of  bottom  land 
are  fewer  and  narrower,  and  the  slope  of  the  hill  side  is  often  steep. 
But  it  is  only  at  a  few  points  that  a  vertical  cliff  of  rock  comes  to  the 
edge  of  the  river.  This  occurs  at  Richmond's  falls  (10  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  Greenbrier)  and  at  a  point  4  or  5  miles  below  Bowyer's 
ferry.     With  ample  allowance  for  rock  excavation  at  these  and  other 
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points,  and  for  the  greater  amount  of  supporting  wall  required,  the 
average  cost  of  the  road  formation  on  tnis  division  will  not  exceed 
that  on  the  Greenbrier  division  by  more  than  $4000  per  mile. 

A  tunnel,  1600  feet  long,  through  sandstone,  at  the  narrowest  put 
of  "  Stretcher's  Neck,"  will  save  a  distance  of  2.89  miles. 

On  the  lower  division  of  the  New  river,  from  Bowyer's  ferry  tothe 
Narrow  falls,  a  distance  of  about  18  miles,  greater  difficulties  present 
themselves ;  but  they  cannot,  on  a  comparison  of  this  with  other  peat 
railroad  lines,  be  regarded  as  formidaole.  Indeed,  for  five-axtW 
the  distance,  the  hill  side  work  is  similar  to  that  of  the  upper  division. 
More  rock  cutting  is  required,  and  more  walling;  but  the  averagecost 
of  the  road  formation,  for  15  miles  of  the  lower  division,  will  beta 
$  16,500,  or  (exclusive  of  the  tunnel  there)  about  $  6600  per  oik 
more  than  on  the  upper  division. 

For  three  miles  of  this  division,  however,  commencing  2  miles  be- 
low the  "  Hawk's  Nest,1'  the  cliffs  project  in  many  places  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  river.  Here  much  rock  cutting  and  walling  will  be  w- 
quired,  and  one  tunnel  (through  a  point  of  cliff)  600  feet  long. 

The  projecting  cliffs  are  generally  from  60  to  150  feet  high,  rarij 
if  ever  exceeding  200  feet.  The  Hawk's  Nest  is  520  feet  above  ll* 
river,  but  the  face  of  that  cliff  is  300  feet  from  the  line.  Full  allow- 
ance is  made  in  the  estimates  for  heavy  work  on  this  portion  oi  the 
line.  The  road  bed  formation  for  these  three  miles  has  been  esti- 
mated to  cost  $  62,000  per  mile,  exclusive  of  the  tunnel,  or  $76,009, 
including  it. 

Along  the  whole  New  river  line  stone  of  good  quality  for  waffioj 
and  other  masonry  is  at  hand.  Of  locust  timber  for  ties,  there  is  an 
abundant  supply. 

The  line  occupies  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  thus  appears  to 
be  entirely  free  from  land  slips,  which  sometimes  occur  on  the  sw» 
bank.  Of  recent  falling  of  masses  of  rock,  I  noticed  but  one  J 
stance.  About  two  miles  above  Bowyer's  ferry,  a  portion  of  the  m 
which  tops  the  hill  side  slope,  had  detached  itself  and  fallen  in  1SW. 
This,  it  was  stated  by  the  owner  of  the  next  farm,  was  the  ooljfr 
stance  he  had  known  for  thirty  years.  The  fragments  of  rock  ren»* 
mostly  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff;  and  but  one  of  them  had  rolled  do" 
as  far  as  the  line. 

The  extreme  rise  of  the  water  of  New  river  above  low  water  bbjJ 
in  the  highest  freshets,  as  measured  at  Miller's  ferry,  just  *tovet* 
Hawk's  Nest,  is  thirty-one  feet,  a  difference  of  level  somewhat  exiw 
ing  that  observed  at  any  other  point. 

Respectfully, 

HENRY  S.  McKEAN. 

The  great  lack  of  information,  which  has  for  so  many  years  v* 
felt  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  New  river  between  GreeobnJ 
and  GauTey,  arises  from  the  fact  that  since  the  abandonment  of  ij 
lumber  business  which  was  formerly  carried  on  there,  the  entire™' 
ley  between  those  points  has  seldom  been  trodden,  except  by  eiigi** 


[Doc.  No.  18,]  j$g3 

parties  or  surveyors.  Tbe  same  hostility  to  the  improvement  and  a 
wish  to  defeat  the  work  by  magnifying  the  obstacles,  were  not  ex- 
pressed at  the  time  of  Mr.  Ellen's  survey,  or  be  would  doubtless  have 
insipted,  even  more  strongly,  that  the  construction  would  not  present 
more  than  ordinary  difficulty. 

Of  jfce  two  lines  surveyed  from  Gauley  to  Point  Pleasant,  that  on 
the  south  bank  is  preferred,  for  the  following  reasons : 

The  north  bank  is  occupied  by  the  Kanawha  turnpike,  and  much 
difficulty  and  expense  would  be  encountered  in  a  conjoint  location. 

Notwithstanding  all  possible  pains  taken  to  avoid  unnecessary  da- 
mage, a  line  could  not  be  run,  Without  an  entire  condemnation  of  some 
of  the  salt  establishments  pt  the  Salines,  and  with  great  inconvenience 
to  many  others. 

Tbe  north  side  tributaries  are  more  numerous,  wider  and  more  ex- 
•pensive  to  cross. 

The  selection  of  the  north  side  would  render  it  necessary  to  con- 
struct a  bridge  of  great  length  and  great  height  across  Kanawha  at 
the  Bis  Sandy  branch,  with  at  least  two  draws  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  steamboats;  whereas  the  south  side  line  will  cross  New  river 
at  the  Narrow  falls  entirely  above  navigation,  at  a  point  exceedingly 
favorable  for  a  bridge  of  but  moderate  height  and  length,  and  on  tbe 
most  solid  foundation. 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  construct  this  road  to  Point  Pleasant, 
without  regard  to  the  Sandy  branch,  it  might  be  necessary  to  modify 
this  opinion,  as  the  accommodation  of  the  towns  of  Charleston,  Put- 
nam,,  Buffalo  and  Point  Pleasant,  (all  on  the  north  side,)  might  autho- 
rize greater  expense  in  construction,  or  the  payment  of  the  unavoida- 
ble damage  to  the  Salines.  An  estimate  is  now  in  progress  of  the  cost 
of  such  a  line.  It  will  be  based  on  the  consideration,  that  no  damages 
will  have  to  be  paid  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  lor 
the  contraction  at  some  points  of  their  turnpike. 

On  the  south  side  the  line  is  also  in  occasional  conflict  with  a  turn- 
pike— the  Giles,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turnpike.  As  this  road  is  not 
a  great  thoroughfare,  and  somewhat  embarrassed  in  its  finances,  it 
might  be  purchased  from  l the  Great  falls  to  Charleston.  The  same 
arrangement  might  be  made  also  perhaps  with  the  Kanawha  turn- 
pike, as  it  is  evident  that  very  little  use  is  ever  made  of  a  roaa  like 
either  of  those  roads  when  in  juxtaposition  with  a  railway. 

Feeling  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  a  branch  to  the  mouth  of 
Sandy  to  meet  the  Louisville,  Lexington  and  Frankfort  extension  to 
that  point,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  selecting  the  line  on  the  south  side 
of  Kanawha  for  the  main  theme  of  the  present  report- 
In  the  selection  of  a  terminus  for  the  Covington  and  Ohio  road,  re- 
gard must  chiefly  be  had  to  the  consideration  of  revenue.  It  is  true, 
no  doubt,  that  during  a  portion  of  almost  every  year,  navigation  is 
much  interrupted  between  Point  Pleasant  and  Guyandotte,  and  that 
if  the  only  question  were  with  regard  to  the  tonnage  traffic,  the  termi- 
nus should  be  Big  Sandy ;  still  as  the  main  support  of  this  road  will 
be,  as  in  all  long  railways,  its  passenger  tn»ffi"  that  terminus  ought 
to  be  chosen  which  would  most  certainW  ;t.    If  it  become 
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necessary  to  sacrifice  one  of  the  termini  proposed  for  this  road,  I  un 
convinced,  after  reflecting  long  on  the  subject,  that  it  should  be  tbeooe 
to  Sandy. 

I  nevertheless  consider  the  Kentucky  connection  so  important,  and 
that  it  can,  as  will  be  seen,  be  effected  at  so  little  cost,  that  I  would 
recommend  it  to  be  constructed,  or  that  steps  be  taken  for  that  par- 
pose  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  our  neighbors  of  Kentucky  wffl 
meet  us  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy. 

The  certainty  of  an  immediate  connection  with  the  Cincinoai 
Hillsborough  and  Parkersburg  railroad,  may  be  conceived  from  ike 
subjoined  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  from  Ellwood  Morris,  Esq. 
the  consulting  engineer  of  that  work.  "  This  line  runs  from  Cincin- 
nati to  Hillsborough  and  through  Bainbridge,  between  Piketon  and 
Waverly  and  through  Jackson,  Vinton  and  Rutland,  two  miles  north 
of  Pomeroy,  one  mile  north  of  Chester;  thence  crossing  the  Ohio(ty 
a  swing  bridge)  at  the  mouth  of  Shade  river  at  Murraysville,  and 
thence  bv  the  Ohio  river  bottom  to  Parkersburg.  I  call  your  attri- 
tion to  tins  road  as  giving  the  Virginia  Central  road  the  easiest  and 
most  direct  communication  with  Cincinnati. 

II  This  can  be  effected  by  a  line  from  Point  Pleasant  to  the  liflfe 
town  of  Vinton  in  Gallia  County,  say  eighteen  miles,  by  an  entirely 
practicable  railroad  line  which  may  be  built  at  any  time  under  oor 
charter,  as  we  have  the  right  to  build  branches  anywhere  in  Ohio." 

Our  line  will  be  the  extreme  southern  line  in  Ohio,  and  will  fenn 
the  extension  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railway  across  this  state. 

The  distance  from  Point  Pleasant  to  Cincinnati  by  our  line  (joinng 
us  at  Vinton)  will  be  about  156  miles — grades  50  feet  per  mile  at  a 
maximum.  The  road  is  nearly  finished  to  Hillsborough,  and  we  vill 
be  running  to  that  point  by  May  1st — 60  miles  out  from  Cincinnati 
Twenty  miles  more  are  now  under  contract  to  Bainbridge,  Roes 
county,  Ohio." 

Mr.  Morris's  well  established  reputation  is  an  abundant  guarantee 
for  these  gratifying  facts.  Assurances  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Geo* 
Summers  and  others,  that  Cincinnati  would  contribute  liberally  to  tie 
Virginia  work  should  it  terminate  at  Point  Pleasant. 

The  inclination  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Parkersburg  road  to  the  south- 
ward, bringing  it  within  18  miles  of  Point  Pleasant,  and  the  admitted 
fact  that  the  very  shortest  line  to  the  Atlantic  waters  is  from  that  point 
through  Virginia  by  the  Central  line,  would  seem  to  invite  the  roost 
timid  to  confidence  in  this  enterprise.  The  rapidly  increasing  popo- 
lation  of  the  western  states,  and  the  unprecedented  increase  in  tra- 
veling and  commerce  on  all  the  great  lines,  in  despite  even  of  tbeir 
competition,  afford  all  necessary  assurance  that  the  expectation  of  bu- 
siness, which  has  been  so  much  more  than  realized  on  other  lines,  wffl 
not  be  disappointed  here. 

I  transcribe  from  the  recent  address  of  the  "  Southern  and  WesOT 
Railroad  Convention**  the  following,  shewing  the  increase  of  business 
on  various  roads : 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 


585 


NAME  OF  ROAD. 


Boston  and  Worcester,    - 

Boston  and  Lowell, 

Fitchburg, 

Eastern, 

Boston  and  Maine, 


23,500 

37,400 

71,790 

121,700 


262,630 
400,886 
327,034 
483,026 
460,426 


807,143 

525,764 

745,825 

1,021,169 

1,057,569 


Another  table  which  follows  shews  that  in  fifteen  important  roads 
the  passenger  traffic  had  increased  on  all  at  rates  varying  from  31  to 
280  per  cent.,  and  averaging  121  per  cent.  A  still  more  astonishing 
evidence  of  the  increasing  activity  of  railway  transportation  is  afforded 
in  a  comparison  of  an  extract  from  ""  Lardner's  Railway  Economy," 
with  the  recent  transactions  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad. 

Dr.  Lardner  states  (page  343,  Harper's  Edition  of  1850)  the  ave- 
rage daily  receipts  of  twenty-eight  railways,  the  most  important  in 
the  New  England  states  and  New  York,  to  be  £  2,723  or  $13,615 
during  the  year  1847. 

The  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  in  1850,  with  an  entire  length  of 
road  of  294J  miles,  including  the  Chemung  branch  of  17J  miles,  re- 
ceived for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  property  and  mails,  $  810,000. 
This  road  was  completed  and  opened  in  May  1851,  its  total  length 
from  Piermont  to  Dunkirk  being  465  miles,  and  the  total  cost,  includ- 
ing bonded  obligations,  $  24,000,000.  Its  daily  receipts  through  the 
month  of  Sept'r  last  were  nearly  $11,000,  and  the  receipts  for  the 
month  of  Oct'r  $  363,000  or  $12,000  very  nearly  per  day.  This  road, 
then,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  possessed  already  of  a  revenue  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  all  the  important  railways  in  New  England  and  New 
York  only  four  years  since.  Its  estimated  gross  receipts  for  1852, 
based  upon  its  present  transactions,  are  $  4,000,000.  This  result, 
too,  is  achieved  despite  the  competition  of  the  Hudson  river  railroad — 
a  work  executed  at  great  cost,  and  provided  with  ample  means  for 
the  daily  transit  of  5,000  passengers — and  of  the  connected  chain  of 
railway  from  Albany  to  Buffalo.  Ordinary  foresight  would  have  ap- 
prehended failure  in  one  of  these  two  great  enterprises ;  but  here,  as 
elsewhere,  with  increased  facilities,  traveling  has  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  the  Hudson  river  road  is  doing,  at  the  same  time,  a  pro- 
fitable business  in  the  conveyance  of  passengers  at  one  cent  per  mile. 

In  relation,  flien,  to  the  western  terminus  of  the  Covington  and  Ohio 
railroad,  I  would  recommend  Point  Pleasant,  or  the  opposite  bank  of 
Kanawha ;  and  that  a  branch  be  also  constructed  from  the  mouth  of 
Scary  creek,  on  Kanawha,  via  Guyandotte,  to  the  mouth  of  Sandy. 

My  report  of  last  year  (at  page  466,  report  B.  P.  W.)  gave  a  sum- 
mary of  grades  from  Covington  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier.  Annexed 
is  a  summary  of  grades  from  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  to  Point 
Pleasant. 
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SUMMARY    OF 


Level,     ------ 

Ascending : 
0  lo  10  feet  per  mile,       - 

Descending : 
0  to  10  feet  per  mile,        - 
10  to  20  feet  per  mile,      -  -  -  - 

Total  distance,  -  152.815  miles. 

It  was  before  stated  that  no  grade  would  be  necessary  on  Green- 
brier river  exceeding  20  feet  per  mile.  Thus,  in  the  distance  of  203J 
miles  from  the  While  Sulphur  springs  to  Point  Pleasant,  there  will  be 
62}  miles  of  level  grade;  no  grade  exceeding  20  feet  per  mile,  aad 
none  for  100  miles,  from  Point  Pleasant  eastward  exceeding  10  feet 
per  mile.  Elsewhere  on  the  road,  no  grade  exists  in  opposition  to 
the  heavy  trade  exceeding  40  feet  per  mile  except  at  two  points.  The 
first  of  these  is  the  passage  of  the  line  through  a  small  depression,  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  off  a  bend  of  Dunlap's  creek  near  the  Exchaugu 
force,  where  a  grade  of  GO  feet  per  mile  was  run.  It  can  either  be 
reduced  to  40  by  deep  cutting,  or  by  some  sacrifice  of  distance  avoided 
altogether. 

The  second  exception  is  at  the  Alleghany  summit,  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  use  assistant  power. 

The  whole  distance  from  Covington  to  Point  Pleasant  will  be  22?.0; 
miles.  The  limiting  gradient  in  an  easterly  direction  is  40  ieet  per 
mile,  and  in  a  westerly  60  feet  per  mile. 

The  whole  estimated  cost,  including  superstructure  of  wood  and 
iron,  stations  and  equipment,  is,  for  22S.833  miles,  $  4,909,902,  or 
$21,466  per  mile. 

The  whole  estimated  cost  of  a  branch  from  the  mouth  of  Scary 
creek  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  is,  for  4S.0S  miles,  $  704,804,  or 
814,658  per  mile. 

Whole  estimated  cost  from  Covington  to  Big  Sandy  at  its  mouth 
$5,042,054  for  236.959  miles,  or  $21,279  per  mile. 

These  estimates  are  fully  detailed  in  Appendices  A  and  B. 

In  addition  lo  the  tunnels  enumerated  as  indispensable  in  uiylast 
report,  the  total  length  of  which  was  but  1  mile  S00  feet,  there 
will  be  two  others  of  the  respective  lengths  of  1,600  feet  and  600  feet, 
making  the  entire  length  of  underground  work  1  mile  and  3,000  feel. 
The  information  on  which  the  estimates  ibr  tunnels  were  based,  is  the 
cost  of  similar  works  on  various  northern  lines.  All  long  tunnels  were 
consequently  estimated  for  $  70  per  foot,  and  the  short  tunnels  at 
$G0  per  foot  advance.  Three  short  tunnels  are,  however,  now  ifl 
progress  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road  at  $3  per  cubic  yard, 
or  rather  less  than  $  30  per  foot  linear. 

As  these  tunnels  are  in  limestone,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  a 
reduction  of  the  estimate  for  the  tunnels  of  the  Covington  and  Ohio 
road,  which  are  through  softer  rocks,  may  be  expected,  at  least  w 
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such  an  amount  as  will  reduce  the  short  60  feet  grade  before  alluded 
to,  near  Covington,  within  the  limit  of  40  per  mile. 

The  subject  of  a  railway  from  Covington  to  the  Ohio  is  so  inter- 
woven with  the  general  internal  improvement  policy  of  the  state  as  to 
require  at  my  hands  some  notice  ot  other  works,  either  in  actual  pro- 
gress or  in  prospect.  Having  been  employed,  not  only  for  the  purpose 
of  making  these  examinations,  but  with  the  evident  intention  in  the 
resolution  of  the  assembly  under  which  I  act  that  every  thing  having 
a  bearing  on  this  question  shall,  if  possible,  be  presented  to  view,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  suggest  the  most  advisable  policy  for  the  state  at  large, 
advocating  no  local  interest  which  I  deem  at  variance  with  it. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  determine  what  occult  meaning  may  at- 
tach to  particular  expressions ;  but  I  hope  it  may  not  be  deemed  un- 
charitable to  suppose  that,  in  a  recent  card  of  my  friend  Col.  Oar- 
net,  in  prospective  reference  to  this  very  report,  there  might  possibly 
be  a  claim  to  greater  capability  or  faithfulness,  as  guardian  of  the 
state's  best  interests,  in  consequence  of  his  being  a  "native  Virginian." 
I  am  far  from  insisting  on  any  such  pieaning,  but  controversialists 
must  be  guarded  at  all  points.  I  must,  therefore,  be  forgiven  if  1  in- 
sist with  "  Lord  Bacon"  that  "  he  who  hath  a  wife  and  children  hath 
given  pledges  to  the  country." 

Nearly  twenty-three  years  voluntary  residence  in  the  state,  a  family 
who  are  all  native  born  Virginians,  and  a  very  long  connection  with 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  several  important  capacities,  ought  to 
constitute  citizenship,  certainly.  My  stake  in  the  state's  prosperity  is  at 
least  equal  to  that  of  any  engineer  resident  in  it.  Without  playing 
the  partizan,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  interests  of  the  Central 
railroad,  and  that  from  Covington  to  the  Ohio  are  one.  They  cannot 
be  dissociated,  and  no  liberal  person  can  or  will,  I  am  persuaded,  ac- 
cuse me  of  doing  more  than  my  duty  in  uniting  them  in  a  common 
defence. 

Assaults  have  been  made  on  the  Central  line  in  two  quarters — by  the 
James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  and  by  the  Virginia  and  Tennes- 
see railroad  company.  These  were  noticed  by  me  through  the  public 
press  at  the  time.  With  the  view  of  making  this  discussion  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Central  improvement  as  complete  as  may  be  in  my 
power,  I  am  unable  to  dispense  with  the  arguments  contained  in  those 
papers.  It  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  give  the  thoughts  a  new 
dress.  I  therefore  will  introduce  such  extracts  from  them  as  may 
be  pertinent  to  the  matter  in  hand,  begging  the  Board  to  remember 
that  as  the  reports  of  the  two  companies  above  alluded  to  are  public 
documents,  to  be  presented  as  a  portion  of  their  own  report,  my  de- 
fence of  myself  and  the  work  with  which  lam  connected  ought  then 
to  go  with  them : 

THE  JAMES  AND  KANAWHA  IMPROVEMENT. 

"  An  attempt  is  made,  in  the  recent  report  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  improvement,  to  force  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  respective 
merits  of  the  water-line  and  railway  policies,  on  the  extension  frono 
Covington  westward. 
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Level,     -  -  -  - 
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0  to  10  feet  per  mile, 

Descending: 
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10  to  20  feet  per  mile,     - 

Total  distance, 
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soils,  or  their  beds  are  cavernous.    Anthony's  creek  is  partly  so,  by 
Mr.  Tuomy'8  admission.    The  Erie  canal  has  a  never  failing  supply. 

"The  latter  runs  through  an  expansive  and  fruitful  region,  adapted 
to  the  growth  and  maintenance,  not  of  towns  and  villages  alone,  but 
of  cities.  The  whole  country  from  Covington  to  Gauley,  is  strictly  a 
pastoral  and  mineral  region,  presenting  very  few  points  at  which  towns 
could  be  built. 

"  The  Erie  canal  runs,  a  very  large  partion  of  it  within  soil,  and  is 
not  there  exposed  to  the  destructive  action  of  river  freshets.  The 
James  River  and  Kanawha  improvement  will  be  so  exposed  through- 
out, except  upon  the  mountain  sections ;  here,  however,  the  repairs  of 
leaks  in  reservoirs,  breaches  of  dams  and  other  casualties,  will  pro- 
bably make  the  cost  of  repairs  no  less  than  on  other  portions  of  the 
work. 

"  The  number  of  registered  freight  boats  on  the  James  river  canal 
was  50  in  the  year  1846.  At  the  same  time  there  were  3500  regis- 
tered boats  on  the  Erie  canal.  More  than  1000  new  boats  were  re- 
gistered on  the  Erie  canal  that  year.  Their  number  is  now  5015. 
But  few  more,  I  believe,  are  now  on  the  James  river  boat  register 
han  in  1846. 

"  This  accounts  for  the  necessity  of  imposing  tolls  of  4  cents  at  a 
naximum  and  1  cent  minimum  on  the  Virginia  improvement,  while 
hey  are  1  cent  6  mills  at  a  maximum,  and  1  mill  at  minimum  on  that 
>f  New  York,  except  peltries,  which  pay  2  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 
rhe  relative  trade  of  the  two  improvements  is  70  to  1.  This  is  a 
>roper  datum  from  which  to  compute  the  respective  trades :  the  closer 
proportion  seeming  to  exist  in  the  revenue  of  the  two  works  arises 
rom  the  enormous  disproportion  in  the  tolls.  The  New  York  work 
lerives  a  large  way  traae  from  both  margins  in  its  entire  length, 
vhile  the  Virginia  improvement  is  hemmed  in  by  mountains  from 
Lynchburg  to  the  Ohio  river.  These  barriers  confine  its  benefits  to  a 
larrow  belt  of  country. 

"  What  products  of  the  Alleghany  or  Kanawha  regions  will  the  canal 
ransport  to  Richmond  ?  None.  Coal  and  salt  will  be  precluded,  by 
competition  from  other  quarters,  from  reaching  even  Lynchburg. 
Jive  stock  have  ceased  to  take  that  mode  of  conveyance.  Trans- 
portation of  passengers  on  the  canal  will  cease  with  the  opening  of 
he  Southside  road.  On  that  subject  I  shall  say  more  hereafter.  The 
proposition  seems  to  be  a  general  one,  that  in  a  country  which,  from 
ts  topographical  features  or  its  unimproved  condition,  can  command 
tut  a  small  marginal  business  for  an  improvement,  and  which  has  to 
ompete  with  other  works  for  the  terminal  trade,  the  only  form  of  im- 
irovement  is  a  railway,  the  profits  on  the  passenger  traffic  frequently 
nore  tban  defraying  the  expense  of  conveying  the  tonnage. 

"  After  having  for  so  long  a  period  harped  upon  the  theme  of  the 
Srie  canal,  deceiving  themselves  and  almost  every  body  else  with  ex- 
pectations never  to  be  gratified,  the  company  seem  to  apprehend  that 
be  increasing  dissatisfaction  of  the  public  with  the  water  line  im- 
provement may  dispose  it  to  consider  with  candor  the  report  of  en- 
ineers  employed  by  the  slate  to  make  exact  surveys  and  estimates 
or  a  railway. 
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of  the  other  obstacles  which  t 
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<  Bona  and  estimates  are  nought,  because  he  had 
I  experimental  line,  and  because  he  had  never 
iy.  The  rapidity  and  success  with  with  which  he 
i  i he  first  146  miles  of  the  canal,  and  his  subse- 
esses,  which  place  him  transccndantly  beyond  all 
iiji'.s  in  this  country,  cannot  save  him  from  the 
5  unhappy  predicament.  He  had  not  then  made 
estimate,  which  comes  too  near  our  own  to  suit  the 
mot  be  correct.  His  estimate  was  only  $17,000 
i :nent,  or  very  near  $20,000,  including  slock 

Owynn  have  been  willing  that  such  a  conclusion  should 
m  against  himself  and  bis  estimates,  on  assuming  the 
>  James  river  canal,  which  he  endeavors  by  inuendo  to 
uion  to  the  facts  I  am  shortly  to  present  for  the  considera- 
'slaturc?    I  was  selected  by  the  Board  of  public  works 
I  in  consideration  of  a  very  extensive  experience  in  rail- 
:ys  and  estimates  and  some  reputation  in  the  other  branches 
ig.     It  is  very  probable  that  all  connection  on  my  part 
i)  works  will  soon  determine.    But  should  I  be  selected  to 
Iruct  the  work  in  question,  remembering  that  earthwork  is  but 
j  work,  masonry  but  masonry,  end  viaducts  no  more  than  bridges, 
***•  ,'uuld  undertake  my  first  railway  construction  with  the  same  confi- 
*•—  .ice  with  which  he  has  engaged  in  the  construction  of  locks,  dams 
»■    >lI  aqueducts  for  the  first  time  on  the  James  river  canal.     I  should 
pe  for  at  least  equal  success,  and  expect  that  a  candid  public  will 
jve  equal  confidence  in  my  estimates. 
"  I  therefore  say  that  the  engineer's  estimates  of  $  70,000  must  not 
stand  as  a  minimum  on  his  simple  authority  and  a  supposed  analogy 
to  the  Hudson  river  railroad ;  because  it  is  disproved  by  an  approxi- 
mate location,  which  he  as  an  engineer  knows  very  well  will  shew 
the  maximum  of  cost.     That  maximum  will  be  less  than  one-third  of 
the  engineer's  minimum. 

"  The  4  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Gauley  are  difficult,  certainly,  but 
by  no  means  what  the  heated  fancy  of  the  engineer  would  wish  them 
to  be. 

"  The  highest  flood  water  is  at  Miller's  ferry — 32  feet  above  the 
ordinary  water.  The  highest  flood  in  other  places  about  20  feet.  No 
▼ery  high  protection  walls  will  be  necessary.  The  New  river  will 
be  crossed  to  the  south  side  at  the  Narrow  falls  at  an  elevation  of 
about  22  feet.  Compare  this  with  the  passage  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  over  Cheat  river  at  the  Dunkard's  bottom.  The  viaduct 
there  is  80  feet  high,  and  is  followed  by  a  portion  of  road  defended  by 
a  protection  wall  at  one  point  163  feet  high,  with  a  rock  escarpment 
above  it  of  120  feet,  making  the  perpendicular  height  of  the  work  at 
tbat  point  288  feet.  This  is  one  railroad  in  the  world  that  transcends 
that  on  New  river  in  the  stupendous  character  of  the  work,  as  much 
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loom  and  the  anvil,'  the  present  possessor  of  James  river  stock  may 
entail  the  expectation  and  profits  of  that  desirable  consummation  upon 
his  grandchildren. 

"  A  railway  from  Covington  to  Point  Pleasant  will  be  230  miles  in 
length ;  the  200  miles  from  the  western  base  of  the  Alleghany  to  the 
Ohio  will  at  no  point  have  a  grade  exceeding  20  feet  to  the  mile,  and 
will  possess  on  that  portion  a  facility  for  cheap  transportation  almost 
equal  to  the  Reading  railroad,  on  which  coals  are  carried  for  5  mills 
per  ton  per  mile.  The  recent  report  of  the  committee  of  stockholders 
of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  shews  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation on  various  Northern  railways  to  be  about  8  mills  per  mile 
for  a  ton  of  freight.  Coals  are  now  carried  on  English  railways  for 
about  5  mills  the  ton. 

"  With  the  cost  of  traction  so  reduced,  and  a  certainty  of  passenger 
traffic  which  no  canal  can  now  command,  the  triumph  of  railways  is 
complete.  With  the  aid  of  the  electric  telegraph  they  have  become 
the  rao3t  potent  instruments  of  modern  commercial  intercourse.  By 
their  joint  agency,  on  an  advance  in  the  price  of  any  article,  it  can  hie 
summoned  to  market  with  a  magical  facility  almost  equal  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  wishing  cap  of  Fortunatus — but  a  call  from  the  telegraph 
to  a  canal  would  be  line  galvanism  to  a  corpse,  inducing  some  contor- 
tion, but  no  useful  locomotion. 

"CHAS.  B.  SHAW." 

Extracts  from  a  Letter  to  Col.  Fontaine,  relating  to  the  Virginia  and 

Tennessee  Railroad* 

"  The  distances  from  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  by  my  surveys,  and 
those  for  the  Central  road,  are  as  follows : 

From  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  to  Covington,  -  76  miles. 

From  Covington  to  Staunton,  -  -  -  70     " 

From  Staunton  to  Richmond,  ...  136     " 

282  miles. 

"  By  Mr.  Garnett's  own  statement,  on  which  the  estimated  distance 
from  Lynchburg  to  Richmond  is  no  doubt  the  shortest  possible,  as  is 
mine  of  that  from  Staunton  to  Covington,  the  distance  from  the  mouth 
of  Greenbrier  to  Richmond  is  278J  miles,  making  a  difference  of  Sf 
miles  only  in  favor  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad. 

"  In  the  paragraph  which  follows  the  comparison  of  measured  dis- 
tances, as  well  as  in  a  former  one,  he  admits  the  ruling  gradients  on 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road  to  be  60  feet  per  mile  rising  east- 
ward, and  68  feet  per  mile  falling  in  that  direction ;  and  then  rather 
hastily  assumes  the  ruling  gradient  on  the  Staunton  and  Covington 
road  to  be  105  feet  per  mile  both  ways.  As  you  have  no  such  grades 
on  your  road,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  allusion  is  here  made  to 
the  transit  of  the  Alleghany,  on  the  proposed  Covington  and  Ohio 
railroad.    Here,  however,  I  take  issue  with  him.  , 
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"  Mr.  Garnett  very  well  knows  that  obstacles  to  railway 
tation,  when  collected  into  a  very  short  space,  are  much  less  formida- 
ble than  if"  diffused  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  road.  Can  lie  not 
see  the  great  difference  between  a  single  five  mile  gradient  of  105  feel 
to  the  mile,  and  6  gradients  of  1  mile  each  having  the  same  rate  of 
grade,  but  dispersed  to  sundry  points  of  the  road? 

"  The  latter  system  would  require  five  assistant  engines,  each  of 
them  standing  with  steam  up,  idle  four-fifths  of  the  lime,  while  the  for- 
mer system  would  require  but  one  assistant  engine,  which  would  be 
at  full  work  and  do  as  much  as  the  five. 

"  A  gradient  is  not  called  the  ruling  gradient  except  it  limit  {or  rule) 
the  load  to  be  transported.  If  grades  are  distributed  as  in  the  latter 
system,  and  assistant  power  is  not  employed  upon  them,  then  they 
may  with  propriety  be  called  the  ruling  gradients;  but  where  a  single 
heavy  grade  occurs  on  any  line  of  road,  and  spare  power  is  provided 
to  overcome  it,  it  is  an  exceptional  gradient ;  and  the  more  active  the 
trade,  the  more  profitable  are  such  gradients,  as  all  fractions  ofltibot 
are  thus  husbanded.  On  the  Covington  and  Ohio  railroad,  between 
the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  and  the  town  of  Covington,  the  ruling  grade 
going  eastward  will  be  40  feet  per  mije,  and  westward  50  per  mile. 
Leaving  the  exceptional  gradient  at  the  7  mile  pass  of  the  Alleghany 
to  be  discussed  hereafter,  we  will  compare  the  Covington  and  Ohio 
with  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road. 

"Taking  Col.  Garnett's  own  table  of  the  performance  of  a  given  en- 
gine on  grades  of  GO  and  40  feet  respectively,  the  weight  transported 
will,  on  the  latter,  be  202  tons,  while  on  the  former  it  will  be  but  144 
tons. 

"  Grades  of  40  feet  then,  require  but  seven-tenths  of  the  power  re- 
quisite on  grades  of  60  feet ;  or,  what  is  plainer,  7  locomotives,  on  the 
first  system  of  ruling  grades,  will  do  the  work  of  10  such  engines  on 
the  latter. 

"  As  for  the  exceptional  gradient  of  105  feet  per  mile,  its  value  as 
an  obstacle  is  easily  computed. 

"  Col.  Garnelt  speaks,  in  the  paragraph  just  preceding  his  table  of 
power,  of  applying,  in  a  comparison  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  with 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road,  "the  rule  generally  used  for  assign- 
ing to  a  certain  amount  of  ascents  and  descents  on  a  road  their 
equivalent  in  distance." 

"  The  rule  of  Messrs.  Latrobe  and  Knight  is  to  divide  the  sum  of 
the  ascents  and  descents  by  52-,-e — the  quotient  giving  the  number 
of  equivalent  miles  of  level  grade. 

"My  report  of  last  year  announces  another,  and  I  think  a  more 
philosophic  rule,  too  long  to  repeat. 

"  The  Alleghany  inclines  are  5  miles  of  105  feet  per  mile  ascending 
from  the  east,  and  2  miles  of  92vg  feet  per  mile  descending  to- 
wards  the  west.  Equaling  the  grades  both  eastward  and  westward* 
by  my  own  rule,  the  average  equated  excess  of  distance  will  be  Hi 
miles.  By  the  rule  of  Latrobe  and  Knight,  the  equivalent  excess  of 
distance  will  be  13.50  miles.  If  now  we  suppose  this  same  mountain 
to  have  been  graded  with  Col.  Garnett's  gradients,  5  miles  at  68  feet 
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jer  mile  on  the  east  side,  and  2  miles  of  60  feet  per  mile  on  the  west; 
ind  if  we  again  apply  both  rules  to  an  equation  of  the  grades,  the 
equivalent  excess  of  distance  by  my  own  rule  will  be  6  miles,  and  by 
:bat  of  the  other  engineers  8-jV  miles. 

"  The  advantage  then  at  that  mountain  of  Col.  Garnett's  system  of 
gradients  over  the  one  adopted,  would  be  6£  miles  by  my  own  rule, 
md  4J  by  that  of  Messrs.  Latrobe  and  Knight. 

"  The  nigh  exceptional  gradients  then  at  that  point  give  to  the  ge- 
neral system  of  Col.  Garnett  an  advantage  at  most  equal  to  but  6J 
miles  of  distance.  On  the  other  side,  I  claim  for  the  Covington  and 
Ohio  railroad  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  transport  on  all  other 
parts  of  its  line  nearly  50  per  cent,  more,  with  the  same  power,  than 
san  be  done  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road. 

44  Col.  Garnett  will  probably  endeavor  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  by 
asserting  that  the  comparison  must  be  made  throughout,  from  the 
mouth  of  Greenbrier  to  Richmond.  This  I  should  be  very  glad  if  he 
would  do  by  a  comparison  of  profiles  on  the  entire  of  both  routes,  and 
saaating  the  grades  throughout.  Of  the  282  miles,  from  the  mouth 
3t  Greenbrier  to  Richmond,  there  are  but  100  miles  altogether  which 
Jo  not  occupy  very  level  ridges  or  gentle  river  bottoms.  Whatever 
advantage  might  result  to  the  Southside  connection  from  the  goodness 
>f  the  grades  on  the  Southside  railroad  near  Richmond,  will  be  lost 
on  all  the  frequent  undulations  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road  at 
the  west  end,  and  in  the  occurrence  of  60  feet  gradients  adverse  to  the 
heavy  trade  on  the  Danville  road  in  approaching  Richmond,  after  it 
crosses  the  Southside  road.  At  Covington,  however,  all  the  heavy 
tonnage  will  have  an  opportunity  to  take  the  canal,  with  the  impor- 
tant advantage  of  water  transportation  for  90  miles  more  than  the 
same  tonnage  if  conveyed  to  Lynchburg  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennes- 
see railroad. 

"  It  will  not  do,  however,  to  permit  Col.  Garnett  to  deceive  himself 
with  the  expectation  that  Richmond  can  be  made  a  point  in  the 
through  transit  of  passengers  from  the  great  West.  As  soon  expect 
them  to  go  round  by  the  North  Pole. 

"  The  Central  road  could  command  the  whole  Western  traveling 
Lowards  the  seat  of  the  general  government  as  far  as  Gordonsville 
(358  miles)  but  no  farther.  Thence  it  must  pass  on  to  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  railroad  by  a  route  106  miles  snorter  in  measured  dis- 
tance, than  by  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  through  Richmond, 
[n  equated  distance  the  difference,  I  am  persuaded,  would  be  greater. 

"  As  Col.  Garnett  seems  to  concede  the  propriety  of  this  mode  of 
comparing  routes,  anti  as  it  has  elsewhere  been  stated  that  the  dis- 
tance via  the  Parke rsburg  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  is  but 
580  miles  to  Baltimore,  while  by  way  of  the  Central  railroad  and 
Richmond  it  is  760  miles,  it  becomes  worth  while  to  examine  that 
argument. 

if  the  grades  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  be  equated  from 
the  north  branch  of  the  Potomac  to  the  western  base  of  the  Laurel 
mountain,  and  the  same  be  done  at  the  single  summit  existing  at 
the  Alleghany  mountain,  on  the  Covington  and  Ohio  road,  there  is 
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an  excess  of  equated  distance  in  favor  of  the  latter  road,  of  60  miles. 
To  this  add  the  108  miles  cutoff  from  the  Richmond  route  at  Gordons- 
ville,  and  the  180  miles  advantage  of  the  Baltimore  road  wilt  be  re- 
duced to  12.  My  own  knowledge  of  the  country  to  be  traversed  by 
the  Paikersburg  branch  enables  me  to  assure  you  that  an  equation  of 
grades  would  much  more  than  annihilate  that  difference.  Thus,  from 
Cincinnati  to  Baltimore,  the  shortest  route  would  be  by  the  Central 
road. 

"  The  substitution  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  its  branch 
down  New  river,  for  the  Central  road,  must  have  the  certain  effect  of 
diverting  the  whole  Western  travel  to  the  Baltimore  road,  and  tbe 
branch  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  to  the  Ohio  will  have  been 
made  in  vain.  On  the  other  hand  exists  the  certainty  that  the  Cen- 
tral road  could  command  that  (raveling,  and  that  the  profits  derived 
from  it  would  greatly  reduce  the  cost  of  tonnage  traffic  to  Richmond, 
and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  inland  commerce. 

"  By  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  the  trade  of  the  south  side 
of  James  river  is  doomed  eventually  to  pass  by  Richmond  and  take 
shipping  at  City  Point  or  Norfolk. 

"  From  Burke's  to  City  Point  by  the  Southside  railroad  there  will 
be  no  grade  adverse  to  the  preponderating  traffic  exceeding  15  feet  per 
mile,  while  from  the  same  point  via  the  Danville  road  to  Richmond 
are  adverse  gradienls  of  50  feet  per  mile.  The  distance,  moreover,  from 
Burke's  to  the  deep  water  of  the  James  at  City  Point  is  no  greater 
than  from  Burke's  to  Richmond,  leaving  it  scarcely  a  matter  of  doubt 
that  the  trade  would  eventually  take  shipping  there. 

"  It  is  important  to  Richmond  to  prosecute  the  Central  road  as  a 
means  of  diverting  the  trade  of  the  West  from  such  a  destiny. 

"  The  project  of  a  railway  to  the  deep  water  of  York  river  must  be 
resumed.  A  place  would  then  spring  up  which  would  be  the  Piraeus 
of  Richmond,  and  would  confer  on  it  advantages  unknown  to  any 
other  southern  city.  I  subjoin  some  statements  in  confirmation  of 
this: 

From  Staunton  to  Baltimore  via  Winchester,  -             -  218  miles. 

"                 "                 "         Alexandria,  -             -  196  " 

"  "   Richmond,  136  miles,      > 

Thence  to  York  river,    40     "  J 

From  Baltimore  to  Capes  of  Virginia,              -             -  200  " 

"     York  river  to  Capes,       -             -             -             -  60  " 

"     Staunton  to  the  Capes  of  Virginia  via  Winchester,  418  " 

*'     Staunton  via  York  river  and  Richmond  to  Capes,  236  " 

Excess  in  favor  of  Richmond  over  Baltimore,              -  182  " 

"             "             "             "       Alexandria,  about  114  " 

"  The  execution  of  the  York  river  railroad  will  forever  preclude  all 
the  danger  of  the  tonnage  traffic  leaving  the  Central  road  at  Staunton 
for  Baltimore,  or  even  at  Gordonsville  for  Alexandria,  as  a  point  on 
York  river  approachable  by  vessels  of  any  burthen,  lies  from  one 
to  two  days  sad  nearer  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  nearer 
to  the  Western  states  of  the  Union. " 
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I  am  disposed  to  insist  upon  the  views  expressed  in  both  of  the 
above  extracts.  The  most  advisable  mode  of  resuscitating  the  canal 
appears  to  me  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Buchanan  to  the 
Clifton  forge,  at  which  point  it  would  intersect  the  Central  railroad. 
Thence  a  common  stem  should  be  constructed  by  way  of  Covington 
and  the  White  Sulphur  springs  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier,  and 
thence  by  the  New  and  Kanawha  rivers  to  the  mouth  of  the  latter, 
with  a  branch  from  the  mouth  of  Scary  creek  to  the  Ohio  at  the 
mouth  of  Big  Sandy.  What  amount  of  benefit  this  road  will  confer 
on  the  canal,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  nor  can  I  conjecture,  but  I 
presume  that  it  must  in  some  way  be  brought  into  connection  with 
the  Central  line,  and  the  least  expensive  mode  will  be  by  a  railroad. 
As  the  28  miles  from  Clifton  forge  to  Buchanan  will  be  chiefly  a 
freight  road,  it  should  be  laid  with  heavy  rail ;  and  as  no  great  velo- 
city will  probably  ever  be  desirable  for  the  heavy  commodities  which 
will  take  that  line,  a  single  track  with  passing  places  will  be  more 
economical  and  sufficiently  safe. 

The  unexpected  desire  manifested  by  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
railroad  to  Decome  the  great  monopolist  of  both  the  Southwestern 
and  Western  traffic,  merits  a  more  particular  notice. 

Their  proposed  branch  down  New  river,  if  not  utterly  valueless, 
could  not  become  profitable  for  many  years  to  come,  as  all  its  busi- 
ness would  be  local.  It  could  not  command  the  main  traveling  from 
the  West,  because  the  route  through  Richmond  is  108  miles  longer 
in  measured  distance  to  Washington  than  by  the  Central  and  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  roads.  Without  the  traveling  it  could  not  pro- 
fitably carry  the  tonnage ;  nor  could  it  compete  for  the  latter  with  the 
Central  road  and  canal  united,  because  of  inferiority  of  grade  to  the 
former,  and  of  the  greater  cheapness — at  the  moderate  velocities 
which  heavy  tonnage  demands — of  water  transportation. 

The  importance  of  the  traveling  to  the  Virginia  mineral  springs  is 
sufficiently  great  of  itself  to  call  for  an  extension  of  the  Central  rail- 
road to  the  Ohio.  In  good  seasons  there  are  booked  about  5,000  visi- 
tors at  the  different  springs.  The  simple  doubling  of  this  number 
would  afford  more  than  half  the  support  required  by  the  work. 
What  prospect  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  would  have  of 
being  able  to  accommodate  this  travel,  could  it  be  substituted  for  the 
extension  of  the  Central,  the  following  exhibit  will  shew: 
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Tahit    ikm'ing    tht    proiimiti/  of  (A*    variant    Mineral    Springl    to    the    Virpiuit 
and  Ttnncsiez  Railroad  and   its    Ntttr  Riucr  Branch,  and  lo  the  Central  Soil- 


To   Blue    Sulphur  springs. 

Red  Sulphur  do. 

Sill  8 ul u bur  do. 

Sweet  do. 

Red  Sweet  do. 

While  Sulphur  do. 

Warm  do. 


v5'i"„"i 


Average  distance  lo  10  watering  plicce,  6.4  miles,       -  -  50.6  mile*. 

In  relation  lo  ihe  through  travel  from  the  West  to  Richmond  and  lo 
the  seat  of  government  by  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  by  the  Balti- 
more and  Onto  and  by  the  Central  and  Orange  and  Alexandria  roads, 
let  the  following  table  of  distances  speak  : 

From  Cincinnati  to  Point  Pleasant, 
"       Point  Pleasant  la  Covington, 
"      Covington  to  Staunton, 
"      Staunton  to  Charlottesville. 
"       Charlottes  villi;  to  Richmond, 


Whole  distance  from  Cir* 


,  via.  Central  railroad,  to  Richmond, 


Whole  distance  from  Cincinnati  to  Richmond,  via.  Tenn.  and  Va.  railroad, 

Difference  in  measured  distance  in  favor  of  the  Virginia  and  TniTuwarin 

railroad,  3{  mi  lei. 
From   Cincinnati,  via  Parkersburg  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad*  ta 

Relay, 
From  Relay  to  Washington,  .... 

From  Cincinnati,  via  Parke rsburg,  to  Washington, 

From  Cincinnati  to  mouth  of  Greenbrier,       ... 

mouth  of  Greenbriar,  via  Central  railroad,  to  Staunton, 
"      Stnunton  to  Gordonaville,  -  -  - 

"      Gordonaville  to  Alexandria, 
"      Alexandria  to  Washington,  ... 


FromCi 
FromCi 


ali,  via  Central  railroad, 


milt  to  mouth  of  Greenbrier, 
of  Greenbrier,  via  Va.  and  Tenn.  railroad, 
"      Richmond  to  Washington, 

From  Cincinnati,  via  Va.  and  Tenn.  i 
Difference  in  favor  of  Central  line, 


Washington, 

Richmond, 
ilroad,  lo  Washington, 
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In  this  comparison  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  on  equating 
the  distance  through  the  Alleghany  region  alone,  there  will  be  an  ex- 
cess in  favor  of  the  Virginia  Central  line  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
of  more  than  fifty  miles,  making  the  former  demonstrably  the  best,  as 
it  is  the  shortest  in  equated  distance  from  Cincinnati  to  Washington. 
This  advantage,  in  addition  to  the  amoenity  of  the  winter  climate  on 
the  line  of  the  Virginia  Central  road,  must  ensure  it  a  large  share  of 
the  traveling,  even  to  Baltimore  and  places  farther  north. 

From  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  to  Richmond  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee road  is  3|  miles  shorter,  but  the  superiority  of  grade  on  the 
Central  line  is  so  firmly  established  in  my  mind,  that  I  can  only  be 
convinced  of  the  contrary  by  an  exhibition  of  profiles  and  equations 
of  the  distances.  To  this  course  I  would  invite  the  advocates  of  the 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  and  its  branch  down  New  river,  as  the  only 
mode  by  which  they  can  establish  any  advantage  for  their  line. 

This  monstrous  proposal — the  contraction  of  the  Central  line,  and 
all  the  broad  interests  it  subserves,  into  the  sphere  of  the  operations  of 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road — would  be  attended  with  conse- 
quences similar  to  the  attempt  to  confine  the  circulation  in  a  living 
body  to  one  great  artery,  by  obliterating  the  branches.  The  stalwart 
limbs,  by  which  it  is  borne  and  defended,  would  wither  away. 

What  is  to  become  of  the  large  vested  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth in  the  Central  and  Alexandria  railroads  and  in  the  James 
river  canal,  should  their  extension  be  interrupted  and  their  feeders 
cut  off,  to  gratify  this  corporation? 

What  accommodation  will  the  New  river  branch  afford  to  the 
counties  of  Bath,  Highland,  Pendleton,  Pocahontas,  Lewis,  a  large 
part  of  Randolph  and  the  best  portion  of  Greenbrier? 

An  attempt  is  made  to  alarm  Richmond  with  the  fear  that  the  traffic 
may  escape  either  at  Staunton  or  Gordonsville.  That  the  tonnage  traf- 
fic cannot  do  so,  I  have,  I  think,  shewn ;  and  I  think  it  equally  certain 
that  the  great  stream  of  traveling  which  the  Central  road  must  com- 
mand— even  should  it  take  another  direction  at  Staunton  or  at  Gor- 
donsville, after  having  pursued  the  Central  line,  as  it  must  do  for  300 
or  350  miles — will  more  than  compensate  for  its  loss,  in  the  reduction 
k  will  occasion  in  the  rate  of  transportation  on  heavy  freights. 

Richmond  must  command  the  tonnage  trade,  and  the  lower  the 
rates  of  transportation  the  more  extended  will  be  its  inland  commerce. 

I  see  nothing  to  apprehend  in  a  connection  with  the  Manassa  gap 
road.  The  freight  of  the  upper  valley  would  hot,  as  I  have  shewn, 
be  diverted  to  Alexandria,  because  Richmond  is  nearer  the  sea ;  and 
the  trade  of  Shenandoah  and  Page  is  the  legitimate  perquisite  of  Al- 
exandria. Richmond,  with  its  numerous  advantages,  can  aflbrd  to 
yield  it  to  her. 

Nor  do  I  see  any  great  occasion  for  lamentation,  that  the  south  side 
trade  is  likely  to  leave  Richmond  for  Petersburg  or  Norfolk.  They, 
too,  are  Virginia  towns,  and  their  enterprize  has  earned  that  trade. 

I  do,  however,  see,  and  I  think  it  is  daily  becoming  more  evident, 
that  Richmond  will  very  shortly  be  mainly  dependent  for  its  prospe- 


[Doc.  No.  18.] 

sion  of  the  Central  line  to  the  Oliio  and  the  constroc- 
f  lo  some  suitable  point  on  York  river, 
is  and  estimates  on  the  other  lines  am  completed,  I 
n;  and  meanwhile, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen,  your  oh't  serv't, 


CHAS.  B.  SHAW. 


..miry  d,  1852. 
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APPENDIX. 


[A.] 

Estimate  of  Cast  of  Construction  from  the  Mouth  of  Greenbrier  River  to  the  Ohio 

River  at  the  Mouth  of  Vie  Great  Kanawha. 

I.  Link  C,  along  New  River. 

Division  ],  (or  New  River  Falls  Division,)  extending  from  the  Mouth  of  Greenbrier  River  to 

Bowyer's  Ferry— 42.093  Mites. 

Earthwork,  1,051,000  c.  y.  at  15  cents, 
Rock  cutting,  238,000  c.  y.  at  70  centH, 
Tunneling,  1600  linear  feet  at  $  70, 
Masonry — Bridge,     2,390  c.  y.  at  $  4, 

Culvert,    1,570  c.  y.  at  $4, 
"  3,270  c.  y.  at  $  2. 

Walling,  46,400  c.  y.  at  $1  50, 


44  44 

44 


- 

157,650  00 

- 

166,600  00 

- 

112,000  00 

9,560  00 

6,280  00 

6,540  00 

69,600  GO 

— _ 

91,980  00 

Bridging,  truss,  220  linear  feet  at  $16,  -  -      3,520  00 

200  linear  feet  at  $  12,  -  -      2,400  00 


it  u 


5,920  00 


Grabbing  and  clearing  28  miles  at  $  300,  ...  8,400  00 

Total  New  river  falls  division — graduation,  masonry  and  bridging,  -     $542.550  00 

[$12,900  per  mile  nearly;  or  $22,100  per  mile,  including   superstructure  and 
contingencies.] 


Division  2,  (or  New  River  Cliffs  Division,)  extending  from  Bowyefs  Ferry  to  the  Narrow 
Falls  of  New  River,  near  the  Mouth  of  Gauley  River — 17.670  Miles. 

Earthwork,  517,000  c.  y.  at  15  cents,     ....  77,550  00 

Rock  cutting,  337,000  c.  y.  at  70  cents,                    -                  -                  -  235,900  00 

Tunneling,  600  linear  feet,  at  $70,                           -                   -                   -  42,000  00 
Masonry,  bridge,  1280  c.  y.  at  $4,        -                  •                  -      5,120  00 


a 

44  tt 

44 


culvert,  1270  c.  y.  at  $  4,  '  -  5,080  00 

1880  c.  y.  at  $2,        -  -  -  3,760  00 

walling,  62,000  c.  y.  at  $1  50,  -  -  93,000  00 

Bridging,  truss,  80  linear  feet  at  $16,     -  -  -  1,280  00 

•'     90  linear  feet  at  $12,     -  -  -  1,080  00 


106,960  00 


2,360  00 


Grubbing  and  clearing  17  miles  at  $300,  -  -  -  5.100  00 

Total  New  river  clifts  division — graduation,  masonry  and  bridging,  •     $469,870  00 

[$26,600  per  mile  nearly;  or  $37,200  per  mile,  including  superstructure  and 
contingencies.] 
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i  E,  ai.osc  th*  Lift  ok  South  Bi.nx  at   KuiiiKi  Riter. 


4,500  00 
33.280  no 
13,401)  00 
10.740  00 
28,500  00 


to  ffa 

.lf..irf/ 

of  Big  Stars  C 

l«AI 

TH* 

Dt  15  tenia.     - 

si  70    " 

at  95. 

PI     4, 

•1     4, 

■t    2, 

■1    1  SO, 

I 

;.  in i--.  1700  linear  feel,  it  $  21 


34.000  O0 
11.160  00 


piW.    1040  »       8,  -  .        8,320  00 

|  and  clewing  9  miles,  «  $250, 

iannwhit  division — graduation,  BMMUJ  and  bridging, 

r  $15,500  per  mile,  including  super 


llhwork.  907,000  cubic  yard*,  al  15  ce 

Rock  cutting.  10.000         "  at  70 

Masonry,  bridge,  11.300  ■'  at  $4, 

culvert     1450  ■■  at      4, 

2200"  at    2, 

Bridging,  truss,  400  I  in  ear  feet  iit  $18, 


200 
410 


"        pile,  2080  ■-       ix      B, 

Grubbing  and  clearing  II  miles,  at  $250, 

Total  Lower  Kannwh.i  division— graduatin 


. 

136,050  00 

7,000  00 

-       45,200  00 

5,800  00 

4,580  00 

55.580  00 

7,200  00 

3,000  00 

4,920  00 

16,640  00 

31,760  00 

2,750  00 

bridging. 

,-i-.1:r.  ]|"  ■!■' 

[$5,800  per 


■$14,300  per  mile,  including  siiperslru 


Line  <"'.  division  I.  (N.;w  riv.-r  lull-  division.) 
"     C,  division  2,  (New  river  dills  divisirni,) 

"      1:,  division  1,  jl'pin-r   K:,ti:uvI .vision.) 

"      E,  division  2,  (Lower  Koimwba  division,* 


Engineering  and  contingenries,  10  per  rent 


nith  of  Kanawha,  (or  $19,503  ii 
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General  Summary  of  Cost  from  Covington  to  the  Ohio  River  on  Lines  A,  C  and 
£ ;  that  is,  by  way  of  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Greenbrier  and  New  Rivers, 
and  along  the  South  Bank  of  Kanawha  River, 


Earthwork, 

Rock, 

Tunnels, 

Masonry, 

Bridging, 

Grubbing, 


909,300  00 
637,300  00 
574,000  00 
484,810  00 
180,540  00 
30,000  00 


[Or  912,349  per  mile.]  2,815,950  00 

Superstructure  and  equipment  228.833  miles,  at  f  7,200  per  mile,  -      1,647,597  60 

4,463,547  60 
Engineering  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent  ...        446,354  76 

Total  cost,  {or  $  21,456  28  per  mile,)  -  -  -  $4,909,902  36 
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1   Dm    ioiRT  Cbeei  to  Mouth  ( 

,r  Saudi. 

116,610  23 
126.102  73 
51,842  34 

[86130  per  mile,] 

294.5R5  29 
346,176  00 

1  percent. 

G40.731  29 
64,073  19 

Irj"  to      ■  ntb  of  Sandy, 

C 704,804  41 

CHAS.  B.  SHAW,  C.  R. 
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IB.] 


Colt  of  Construction  from  the  Mouth    of  Big  Scary   Creek,  {on  thi 
Gnat  Kanawha,)   to    the  Mouth  of  Big  Sandy  River. 


»00  linear  feet  at  $  60 
Jge,  55  cubic  yard*,  al  $  7 
•     1079.22    •'    al  $  3  50, 
l*ert,727  "    «l$4 


clearing  tty  mile..,  m 
ary  lliiMlllt    gUltlW 


385  00 
3,TT7  37 

1.034  00 

worr 

□cl  bridging, 

>  3,  (or  flfmf    flrrrr    Division,)  extending  from    the  liiriiting  Ridge    betietrn  Hum- 
cant  Creeli  and  Nad  Hirer  to  the   Ohio   fl(.|««n— 24.63  Mtiei. 


..artliwurk.  (Wl,.i:i!l  I'.nl.i.'  var.ls,  at  15  cents, 
Rock  culling,  3334  "     at  60 

Masutiry,  bridge,  595.30  cubic  vards,al$7. 

'■      1S42.11  "     al  $3  50, 

"     culvert,  21114  "     at  $4, 

"      1788  •'     ilf'2, 

Bridging,  superstructure, 
Grubbiugunil  clearing  ~i  milea,  tit  $200, 


4.  IfiT  10 

■1.347  :lJ 

rt.ij-ni  i  "i 

H.!,70  MM 


e  nearly  ;  or  $13,G00,  including  superstructure  and  contingencies.] 


Earthwork,  172.B33  cubic  yards, 
Masonry,  bridge,  665.64  •• 
■■     1182.26  " 
culvert,  543 


4.059  4* 
4.137  91 
3,172  00 


12. nr 


11,107  39 

14,100  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing  3J  mile?,  at  $200,  .  .  .  B50  00 

*  51,842  34 

£$4,200  per  milo  nearly;  or  $14,700,  including  superstructure  and  contingencies] 
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Summary  or  Link  from  Bio   Scary  Creek  to  Mouth  of  Sa.idy. 

nsion  1  (Big  Scary  division,)  ....            116,610  22 

2  (Mud  river  division,)  ....            126.10273 

3  (Ohio  division,)  ....             51,84234 


4« 
(I 


294,555  29 
346,176  00 


lal — graduation,  masonry  and  bridging,  [$6130  per  mile,] 
perstructure  and  equipment  48.08  miles,  at  $  72(H), 

640,731  29 

gineering  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent.        -                   -  -    •         64,073  12 

tal  cost  from  mouth  of  Big  Scary  to  mouth  of  Sandy,        -  -         $704.804  41 

(Or  $14,658  99  per  mile.)  -^— 

CHAS.  B.  SHAW,  C.  R. 
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FLOYD  C.  H.  AND  HILLSVILLE  TURNPIKE  ROAD. 

Engineer's  Office  Floyd  C.  H.  and 

HlLLSVLLLB    TURNPIKE    RoAD,   Dec.   6,    1861. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen  , 

In  conformity  to  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  work  under 
my  charge  to  30th  September  last : 

An  appropriation  of  $  4,600  being  made  during  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  road  eastwardly  from 
Floyd  C.  H.  so  as  to  connect  with  the  Rockymount  turnpike  rqad  at 
the  top  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  the  length  of  the  road  under 
my  charge  was  increased  about  12$  miles,  being  now  altogether  41 
miles  2,640  feet.  This  additional  section  was  let  on  the  1st  June  to 
Messrs.  Price  &  Headen,  for  the  sum  of  $  375  per  mile. 

About  26  J  miles  of  the  road  have  been  completed  and  received,  viz: 
13  continuous  miles  immediately  east  of  Carroll  C.  H.,  8f  continuous 
miles  immediately  west  of  Floyd  C.  H.,  and  5  continuous  miles  im- 
mediately east  of  the  same  point,  leaving  about  7£  miles  between 
Floyd  C.  H.  and  Carroll  C.  H.  and  7$  miles  between  Floyd  C.  H. 
and  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  be  completed.  These  will  be  finished 
about  the  1st  of  April  next. 

The  bridge  over  Big  Reed  island  creek  was  let  to  Mr.  Robert  L. 
Toncray  in  May  last.  It  is  to  be  upon  the  lattice  plan,  roofed, 
weather-boarded  and  painted.  This  work  will  be  completed  early 
in  the  winter,  at  a  cost  (including  approaches)  of  about  $  3,000. 

No  toll-gate  has  as  yet  been  erected:  one  will  be  placed  upon 
each  section  in  January,  if  the  condition  of  the  road  be  such  as  to 
admit  of  the  collection  of  tolls. 

The  appropriation  before  mentioned  for  the  extension  of  the  road 
was  inadequate  for  the  actual  construction,  and  of  course  still  more  so 
for  both  the  construction  and  superintendence.  By  the  accompanying 
statement  it  will  be  seen  that  a  further  appropriation  of  $  1,600  will  be 
nenessary  properly  to  complete  the  road.  1  will  mention,  however, 
that  it  is  possible,  although  not  advisable,  to  make  such  alterations  in 
the  plan  of  the  road  as  to  reduce  its  cost  to  the  amount  of  the  exist- 
ing appropriations. 

The  Rockymount  turnpike  company,  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,700, 
constructed  a  section  of  6  miles  of  road  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Alleghany  mountain,  at  a  grade  of  3°,  which  unites  with  the  state  road 
at  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  road,  however,  was  only  built  13 
feet  in  width,  exclusive  of  ditches.  The  means  of  that  company,  so 
far  from  promising  any  ability  on  their  part  to  widen  it,  do  not  even 
admit  of  their  keeping  it  in  passable  repair.     The  whole  line  of  road 
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west  of  the  mountain  built  by  the  state  will  be  useless,  except  for  local 
purposes,  unless  this  section  is  widened  and  in  repair.    Running  fa 
3  miles  along  the  face  of  a  precipitous  mountain,  the  occurrence  of  the 
least  accident  would  be  attended  by  the  most  serious  consequences. 
In  its  present  condition  it  is  useless  and  is  rapidly  going  to  ruin.  De- 
pendent as  your  road  is  upon  this  section  for  its  communication  with 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  state,  it  is  all  important  that  it  should  Ve 
placed  under  your  control.  The  company,  in  its  embarrassed  condition, 
would  be  much  relieved  if  the  state  were  to  purchase  it  at  the  original 
cost,  and  a  further  expenditure  of  $1,300  would  widen  it  to  correspond 
with  the  remainder  of  the  line.     For  this  purpose  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  an  appropriation  of  S  4,000  or  $  4,500  be  made.     If  this  sec- 
tion be  widened,  when  the  Rockymount  company  have  completed  i 
small  portion  of  their  road  now  under  contract,  there  will  exist  id 
unbroken  line  of  turnpike  road  extending  from  Wytheville,  through 
the  counties  of  Carroll,  Floyd  and  Franklin,  to  Franklin  C.  H.  At 
that  point  two  turnpikes  diverge,  one  going  to  Danville  and  the  other 
to  Lynchburg.    It  would  be  an  unfortunate  economy  that  permitted 
one  short  section  to  remain  in  a  condition  that  must  necessarily  sever 
this  connection. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


LUDWELL  H.  BROWN, 

Eng.  and  SyfL 
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«U 


^lalemenl  sharing  tfe   Probable   Cost  of  the  Floyd  Courthouse  and  HUlsville 

Turnpike  Road, 


Coat  of  wotfc  completed  or  under  contract : 

1,320  feet  completed  at  Floyd  courthouse, 

8  miles  2,871  feet,  section  1st,  completed,  cost, 

20  miles feet,  section  2d,  progressing:,  at  $  323  per  mile, 

12  miles  2,640  feet,  section  3d,  progressing,  at  $  375  per  mite,    - 

Bridge  and  approaches  at  Big  Reed  island  creek,  say 

Probable  cost  of  macadamizing  &c.,  f  600,  tailgates,  Ac.,  $400, 

Incidental  expenses  actually  incurred  to  30th  Sept  1851,  viz : 

Cost  of  the  location,  -  -  348  7& 

4402 

100  00 

00  00 

1,489  90 


Tents  and  tent  furniture, 
Horse,  saddle  and  bridle, 
Repairs  of  road, 
Salary  and  expenses  of  engineer, 

Estimated  expenses  to  1st  April  1852 : 
Salary  of  engineer  and  superintendent, 
Incidental  expenses  and  repairs, 


Total  probable  cost  of  the  road, 
Amount  of  existing  appropriations, 

Deficiency  to  be  provided  for, 


500  00. 
328  10, 


150  00 
2,836  73 
6,460  00 
4,687  50 


51,037$  07. 


828  10 


14,134  23 
3,000  00 
1,000  00 


2£65  77 

21,000  00 
19,600  00 

1,500  00 


flhurfimlnr  30A  1851. 


UJDWELL  Hr  BROWN, 
j£ug  V  attd  ^fffffrMifftieVrtf- 
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HAZEL  RIVER  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Office  Hazel  River  Navigation  Co. 
Thompsonvelle,  Jan.  2,  1858. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Hazel  river  navigation  compa- 
ny have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Board  of  public  works  that  tte 
improvement  lias  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting the  crops  of  the  farmers  to  maiket,  which  has  oeen  accom- 
plished in  about  twelve  months  from  the  organization  of  said  com- 
pany.   It  is  true  our  work  has  not  been  so  useful  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty  in  the  navigation  of  the  main 
branch  below  the  junction  of  the  Hazel  river  with  toe  Rappahannock, 
and  which  this  company  hope  and  have  no  doubt  the  Rappahannock 
company  will  take  some  efficient  and  early  steps  to  remedy,  as  oar 
navigation  some  thirty  to  forty  miles  above  was  in  working  condition 
for  months  when  boats  could  not  pass  below  where  the  quantity  of 
water  was  greater.    The  roads  leading  to  the  head  of  this  navigation 
have  not  been  improved— consequently,  the  farmers  have  much  diffi- 
culty in  approaching  it,  which  operates  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the 
agricultural  interest  and  disadvantage  of  the  improvement,  which  cm 
be  removed  by  individual  contributions  and  some  aid  from  the  slate, 
which  we  hope  will  be  given,  and  that  to  a  portion  of  the  state  which, 
until  within  a  few  years  past,  has  been  entirely  neglected.     We  ha?e 
made  but  small  progress  in  ascertaining  the  damages,  the  weather  hat- 
ing been  inclement  since  our  commencement.  Our  work  is  not  as  secure 
as  we  would  desire  it  at  one  or  two  points,  arising  from  two  reasons: 
the  want  of  means  and  some  expected  opposition  to  the  company's 
proceeding  with  the  work  as  we  desired.     We  refer  you  to  our  ire* 
eurer's  account,  which  we  have  examined,  and  believe  correct,  fa 
more  definite  information  relative  to  our  condition  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1851.     We  regret  that  our  report  has  not  been  forwarded  ear- 
lier: the  delay  is,  in  part,  in  consequence  of  the  retention  of  the  presi- 
dent by  urgent  business  at  the  North,  and  domestic  affliction  since  ha 
return. 

GEORGE  FICKLIN, 
THOMAS  HILL,  Jr., 
JAMES  S.  STARK, 
P.  H.  DUNCAN, 
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Return  of  the  state  of  the  Hazel  River  Navigation  Company  for  the  year  ending 

dOth  September  1851. 


Capita]  stock  $  91 ,000 : 

Subscribed  by  individuals  302.36  shares,  at  $100  each. 
Subscribed  by  commonwealth  546  shares,  at  $100  each. 
Amount  of  outstanding  debts,  as  far  as  settled, 
Amount  of  outstanding  debts  closed  by  note, 
Due  to  company  on  open  acconnt, 
Amount  of  individual  subscriptions  unpaid, 
Amount  of  commonwealth's  subscriptions  unpaid,    - 

Expended  in  construction  of  work  to  this  dale,  as  follows: 


Tools, 

Ficklen  section, 

Office  expenses,  books,  Ac 

Lewetten  section, 

Bedding, 

Spring  valley  section, 

Rixey  section, 

Jones  section. 

Settle  section, 

Perishable  property,  one  yoke  of  steers, 

Casting  for  gates, 

Dredging  river, 

Agents  and  officers: 

President  $  600 ;  clerk  $  300 ;  superintendent  in  part 
$  660  90 ;  president's  expenses,  commissions  for  col- 
lecting, Ac. 

Engineer's  expenses, 

Hurt  section, 

Wilford  section, 

Detention  of  sundry 

Contigent  expenses : 

Moving  took,  paper,  ink,  Ac.  Ac. 
Interest  account, 


.  1,354  95 

16,679  85 

47  69 

6,705  57 

391  80 

5,244  94 

8,609  27 

10,061  08 

6,984  23 

65  00 

546  73 

3,760  00 


2,083  42 

528  27 
9,500  00 
6,071  81 

620  00 


243  68 
39  89 


55  10 

1.046  26 

12,334  50 


30,236  00 

54,600  00 

9,743  17 

394  87 


81,538  18 


$94.974  04       94,974  04 


By  order  of  board  of  president  and  directors. 


M.  Y.  PARTLO  W,  Clerk, 


[Dk.  No.  18.] 
GCTAXDOTTE  SAVIGATION  COMPANY. 
<efcr  Jkrt  Vftifc  WVrfa. 


The  last  general  report  furnished  you  was  dated 
tW  I5tk  ut  Ibrch  1SS1.  I  have  (be  honor  of  making  to  you  a  fur- 
*er  report  shewing  ike  condition  of  ihe  improvement  of  the  Guynn- 
dwttr  rttt  — ifcr  the  original  organization  of  the  Guyandotte  iiavi- 
ptMcaopny:  it*  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  spring  ami 
ohs  — aW  the  ajaperiBtendeoce  of  Col.  Cyrus  Moore.  During  the 
tit  the  winter  and  the  beginning  of  spring  the  superinteo- 
TtrJ  tor  large  quantities  of  round  timber,  to  be  delivered  at 
.  points  on  the  river  at  which  the  improvements  were  to 
■tabic  for  building  up  the  locks  and  dams.  He  also  con- 
fer aoae  40  to  45,000  feet  of  three  inch  oak  and  poplar  plank 
for  pj»«fci"g  the  locks  and  dams.  These  materials  were  ile- 
hv?mi  during  the  latter  part  of  winter  and  spring.  A  part  of  the 
round  umber*bas  been  used  in  building  up  the  piers,  and  a  portion  of 
the  pUnk  has  been  used  in  plonking  the  locks. 

Capt.  George  McDaniels,  the  former  engineer,  returned  from  a  visit 
to  his  family  in  Maine,  and  took  charge  of  the  works  about  the  20th  of 
March.  A  small  crew  of  hands  was  kept  employed  at  each  of  the 
different  points  of  the  improvements  in  building  up  the  piers  and  load- 
ing them  with  stone.  The  frequent  rises  of  the  river  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season  prevented  to  a  very  great  extent  the  prosecution  of  the 
works.  During  the  rises  in  the  river  the  bands  were  employed  m 
stripping,  quarrying  and  breaking  up  stone,  or  providing  other  mate- 
rials. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  stockholders  held  a  meeting  in  the  town 
of  Guyandolte,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propri- 
ety of  accepting  the  act  passed  the  4lh  of  March  1851,  increasing  the 
capital  stock  of  said  company  to  $  200,000.  The  stockholders  all 
being  present,  either  in  person  or  represented  by  proxy,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  they  accept  said  act,  and  signify  their  acceptance 
in  writing  to  the  Board  of  public  works. 

About  this  time  three  of  the  five  directors  were  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  public  works,  and  as  soon  as  the  other  two  directors  and 
the  president  of  the  board  were  elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  lbs 
new  board  was  organized,  they  at  once  made  an  investigation  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  company,  and  ascertained  that  after 
paving  all  the  liabilities  of  the  company  then  due  there  would  be  a 
small  sum,  if  any,  of  the  first  appropriation  unexpended. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  in  Barboursville  on  the  11th 
of  August  a  resolution  was  passed  calling  a  general  meeting  of  tbe 
stockholders  in  the  town  of  Guyandolte  on  the  25th  of  September,  for 
tho  purpose  of  subscribing  to  the  increased  capital  stock  of  said  com- 
jkuiy,  passed  the  4th  of  March  1851. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  the  19th  of  August  Col.  Cyrus  Moore 
was  discharged  as  the  superintendent,  and  shortly  after,  say  the  26th 
of  September,  they  discharged  Capt.  George  McDaniels,  the  engineer, 
and  at  the  same  time  passed  a  resolution  suspending  operations  on  the 
entire  line  of  the  improvement,  believing  that  there  were  not  means 
at  the  disposal  of  the  board  to  pay  the  debts  then  due,  and  the  direc- 
tors were  unwilling  to  incur  any  liability  without  the  means  at  hand 
to  pay.  An  individual  being  present  who  knew  the  situation  of  the 
lock  at  the  falls  and  the  great  damage  that  must  inevitably  result 
to  the  works  if  left  in  the  condition  they  were  then  in,  insisted  on 
having  the  lock  finished  up  and  the  gates  hung.  The  following  order 
was  then  made : 

Ordered,  that  C.  L.  Roffe  be  authorized,  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, to  have  the  lock  at  the  falls  finished  and  the  gates  hung,  there 
being  doubts  with  the  directory  that  there  will  be  a  want  of  funds  to 
pay  the  liabilities  of  the  company  and  finish  the  lock  as  above  autho- 
rized ;  but  they  agree  to  indemnify  the  said  Roffe  from  any  loss,  in  the 
event  he  finishes  up  the  lock,  by  disposing  of  any  property  of  the 
company  they  may  nave  control  of  as  directors  to  pay  the  same. 

Under  which  order  the  work  was  at  once  commenced  and  finished 
up,  the  bands  paid  off  and  discharged  on  the  11th  day  of  November: 
the  lock  is  now  ready  for  use. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  1  are  one  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  The  shore  pier  is  built  up  with  timber,  and  loaded  with 
stone  within  three  feet  of  the  top.  Ihe  stream  pier  is  built  up  with 
timber  and  loaded  with  stone  within  six  feet  of  the  top.  The  sides  of 
the  lock  are  planked  about  halfway  up,  nothing  has  been  done  to  the 
dam  during  this  season.  There  are  on  hand  some  5,000  to  6,000  feet  of 
round  timber  for  the  dam,  also  some  1,000  to  1,500  feet  five  inch  plank 
for  piling  and  some  3  inch  plank  for  the  lock.  All  the  castings  are  on 
hand  for  the  gates. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  2  are  located  just  above  the  mouth  of  Mud  river, 
near  the  village  of  Barboursville,  and  six  miles  above  lock  and  dam 
No.  1.  The  works  at  this  place  were  commenced  in  the  month  of 
May.  Camps  of  a  suitable  size  for  the  accommodating  of  40  to  50 
hands,  have  been  erected  and  furnished  with  bedding  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary camp  equipage.  The  stone  quarry  has  been  partially  opened 
and  some  stone  prepared  for  loading  the  piers  and  dam.  There  are 
some  25,000  to  30,000  feet  of  timber  on  the  bank  and  ready  to  be 
delivered  :  all  the  square  and  flattened  timber  for  the  lock,  and  some 
1,200  feet  of  railroad  timber,  and  from  8,000  to  10,000  feet  3  inch 
oak  plank  for  the  lock  and  dam,  and  all  the  castings  for  the  gates.  As 
yet  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  lock  of  clam. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  3  are  located  at  Dusenbery's  mill,  twelve  miles 
from  tfie  mouth  of  the  river.  This  lock  is  now  ready  for  use  and  has 
been  since  the  first  of  August.  (There  still  remain  some  filling  up 
of  one  of  the  piers  with  stone  and  about  one-fourth  of  the  top  of  the 
piers  to  be  planked  over.) 

Lock  and  clam  No.  4  are  located  about  24  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  and  about  12  miles  above  lock  No.  3.  The  dam  is  now  13 
feet  high.     The  stream  pier  is  twenty-four  feet  high,  and  is  finish*"* 
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up  the  whole  length  and  well  loaded  with  stone,  and  is  planked  op 
over  the  lift  and  from  the  lift  down  is  planked  about  five  feet    The 
shore  pier  is  built  up  about  forty  feet  at  the  head  and  about  eight  feet 
at  the  lower  end,  and  loaded  with  stone,  and  is  planked  up  oyer  the 
lift  and  from  the  lift  down  about  five  feet.    Owing  to  an  unforeseen 
defect  in  one  of  the  piling  planks,  during  the  month  of  November 
1850  the  water  forced  its  way  round  the  shore  pier  on  the  west  bank, 
washing  out  a  channel  150  to  200  feet  wide  and  from  12  to  16  feet 
deep.    Owing  to  this  wash  the  shore  pier  at  the  lower  end  has  been 
more  or  less  damaged,  perhaps  so  much  so  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  take  down  a  portion  of  the  pier  and  rebuild  it  from  the  bottom,    k 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors,  Captain  George 
McDaniels  surveyed  and  made  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense 
of  repairing  the  breach,  building  up  the  pier,  finishing  the  lock  and 
hanging  the  gates,  exclusive  of  iron — $6,871,  estimating  the  round 
timber  to  cost  4  cents  per  foot  running  measure.    At  this  lock  there  are 
on  the  river  bank  some  8,000  to  10,000  feet  round  timber,  about  20,000 
feet  3  inch  oak  and  poplar  plank  for  planking  the  lock  and  dam,  and 
all  the  castings  for  the  gates.     The  gates  are  framed  and  the  plank 
jointed  and  grooved  for  planking  the  gates.    From  a  recent  survey  of 
the  river,  it  appears  from  the  engineer's  report  that  this  dam  will  have 
to  be  raised  some  3  feet  higher  in  order  to  give  sufficient  water  in  the 
lock  at  the  falls. 

Lock  and  dam  No.  5  are  at  the  Old  falls,  some  30  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  This  lock  is  nearly  completed ;  it  is  now  ready 
for  use.  The  lock  at  this  point  is  placed  in  the  channel  of  the  river, 
with  a  wing  pier,  extending  one  to  the  east  bank  and  the  other  to  the 
ledge  on  the  west,  raising  the  water  some  9  feet  and  throwing  it  in  the 
original  channel.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  the  dam ;  it  will  be 
250  feet  long,  the  east  end  connecting  with  the  pier  and  the  west  end  to 
a  rock  rising  some  7  or  8  feet  in  the  bank.  The  dam  will  be  built  oo 
a  ledge  extending  across  the  river  and  will  be  6  feet  high,  and  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  from  $  800  to  $  900.  Inasmuch  as  the  navigation  of  the 
river  at  this  point  was  good  and  the  community  is  not  in  the  least  be- 
nefited by  the  improvement,  the  directors  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
levy  a  toll  as  a  revenue,  but  allowed  the  lock-keeper  to  charge  25  cents 
for  each  time  he  might  be  called  on  to  open  the  gates,  only  as  a  conh 
pensalion  for  his  services. 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  put  in  a  wing  dam,  to  extend  from  the 
west  end  of  the  wing  pier  down  the  river,  to  throw  the  weight  of  water 
from  the  pier  and  the  bank  immediately  below  the  foot  of  the  lock 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  This  dam  is  built  by  placing  one  log 
on  the  ledge  and  bolting  it  down  with  1 J  inch  bolts  driven  in  the  rock 
from  18  inches  to  2  feet;  the  lower  end  of  the  bolt  is  split,  a  key  wedge 
is  placed  in  the  end ;  it  is  then  well  driven.  The  top  of  the  log  a 
plated  and  a  second  log  is  placed  on  the  first  and  well  bolted  to  * 
with  bolts  of  the  same  size ;  braces  are  then  let  into  the  top  log  an* 
well  bolted  to  it,  the  other  end  of  the  brace  let  into  the  ledge  and  se- 
curely bolted  to  it.  The  dam  is  from  3  to  4  feet  high,  and  is  braced 
every  10  feeU    This  wing  dam,  it  is  believed,  will  answer  the  purpose 
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I'led,  completely  throwing  the  weight  of  wHter 

|  bank  immediately  below  tbe  foot  of  tbe  lock. 

I,  nud  previous  to  the  finishing  the  lock  had  com- 

ml  with  the  least  weight  of  water  running  against 

■Hind  lo  fall  in;  therefore  the  importance  of  the 

msultation  of  the  superintendent  wilh  some  of  the 

it  was  thought  advisable  to  rent  the  saw  mill  of 

i  was  accordingly  done  at  a  rent  of  $200  per 

■mob,  some  30  to  35,000  feet  of  three  inch  oak 

re  been  sawed  ;  a  portion  of  it  was  boated  down 

ind  is  on  hand  :  there  still  remain  at  the  mill  8,000 

ilty  contemplated  to  raise  dam  No.  3  three  feet  higher, 
mfficient  water  in  lock  No.  ,4,  but  from  a  Burvey  of 
luring  the  summer,  between  locks  No.  3  and  4,  it  was 
E  raising  mi  No.  3  three  feci  higher  would  not  give 
:  in  lock  No.  4  in  time  at  low  water  in  the  river. 
>age  that  would  result  to  the  county  along  the  river  be- 
)  locks,  and  the  increased  difficulty  of  securing  the 
r  such  a  great  weight  of  water — the  many  objections  of 
»  on  the  river,  and  the  large  amount  of  damages  the  com- 
]  have,  in  all  probability,  to  pay  for  the  overflowing  of 
sufficient  reasons  to  induce  them  to  abandon  the  idea  of  rais- 
No.  8  any  higher.  Hence,  the  necessity  of  putting  in  another 
i  dam  hal'f  way  between  locks  Nos.  3  and  4,  of  about  7  feet. 
'*  tind  dam  will  be  located  near  the  mouth  of  Smith's  creek. 
e  extends  about  half  across  the  river,  dipping  to  the  east; 
lank  is  soft  sand.  The  lock  will  be  placed  on  the  east  side 
!  the  rock  rises  in  the  west  bank  some  ten  to  fifteen  feet ; 
l  will  be  from  200  to  250  feet  long.  Suitable  rock  for  load- 
e  lock  and  dam  can  be  had  conveniently, 
'gard  to  the  disbursement  of  the  company's  funds,  I  would  beg 
B  refer  you  to  the  statement  of  the  secretary,  herewith  enclosed, 
respect  to  the  early  completion  of  the  improvement,  it  is 
looked  to  with  much  interest  and  solicitude.  The  immense  quan- 
tities of  valuable  timber  growing  on  the  Guyandotte  river  and  its 
tributaries,  and  tbe  inexhaustible  beds  of  coal  found  in  the  moun- 
tains, varying  in  thickness  from  three  lo  ten  feet,  of  a  very  supe- 
rior quality,  together  wilh  the  favorable  prospect  of  iron,  salt  and 
lime — all  of  which  must  find  an  outlet  to  market  through  this  im- 
provement. The  valley  of  the  Guyandotle  river  is  rich  and  fertile, 
and  when  cleared  up  produces  fine  grazing,  and  will  be  one  of  the 
finest  stock  raising  aud  wool  growing  sections  of  the  United  Slates. 
It  is  the  prevailing  opinioa  that  this  improvement,  so  soon  as  com- 
pleted, will  yield  a  handsome  dividend  to  the  stockholders  generally, 
and  will  in  a  few  years  greatly  increase  the  revenue  of  the  state  from 
the  enhanced  value  of  real  estate  on  the  Guyandotle  river. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  the  interest  of  the  company  would 
he  greatly  promoted  by  securing  the  water  privilege  now  owned  by 
W.  C.  Dusenbury.    Steps  preparatory  to  securing  that  property  would 
78 
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have  been  taken  last  season,  but  the  directory  thought  it  more  advis- 
able to  lay  the  subject  before  the  stockholders  for  their  consideration 
before  taking  action  in  the  premises. 

It  is  believed,  with  the  experience  and  knowledge  now  acquired,  the 
improvements  can  be  completed  on  more  favorable  terms  tor  the  in- 
terest of  the  company  than  what  has  been  done.  When  the  improve- 
ments now  under  way  are  completed,  the  river  will  be  navigable* 
distance  of  thirty-five  miles. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

On  behalf  of  the  board  of  directors. 


CHARLES  L.  ROFFE, 

Pre*.  Guyandotu  Nav.  Co* 


Aihland,  Va.t  Dec.  31,  1851 
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Estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  finishing  up  the  improvement  now  under  way. 


Dams  and  finishing  lock  No.  1, 

Lock  and  dam  No.  2,  - 

Finishing  lock  and  removing  dam  No.  3, 

New  lock  and  dam,  Smith's  creek. 

Lock  and  wing  dam  No.  4, 

Iron  and  raising  dam  3  feet, 

Dam  and  finishing  lock  Ho.  5, 


By  materials  on  hand : 
By  round  timber  and  plank  No.  1,  and  casting), 
Round  timber,  plank,  castings,  square  and  flatted  timber. 
Round  timber,  plank,  castings,  pins,  No.  4, 
Iron,  stee%  &c.  ... 

Tools,  bedding  and  cooking  utensils,     - 


3,600  00 

15,000  00 

800  00 

51,000  00 

6,871  00 

650  00 

1,500  00 

42,52100 

455  00 

2,545  00 

1,490  00 

885  00 

365  00 

Rom  on 

$37,641  00 


CHARLE8  L.  ROFFE. 


AtUand,  Va.,  Dec.  31,  1851. 


©TO 


[Doc.  No-  18.] 


RECEIPTS. 

For  amount  capital  stock  received  from  individuals, 
For  amount  capital  stock  received  from  state, 

Total  receipts, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  outfitting,  including  tools,  shanties,  &c. 

For  labor,  including  salaries  of  officers, 

For  lumber,  including  timber, 

For  provisions,  including  board  of  men, 

For  iron  and  steel,  ... 

For  feed  for  cattle,  &c. 

For  powder  for  blasting, 

For  damages,     - 

For  interest,  for  collecting,  &c. 

For  amount  overpaid  individuals  on  books, 

For  balance  in  the  hands  of  treasurer,  uncalled  for  by  creditors, 


26,500  00 
42,750  08 


-    $71250  00 

5,042  73 

33,703  88 

13,276  66 

8,172  85 

3,183  34 

1,336  14 

1,374  00 

2,058  00 

26  20 

227  80 

2,847  50 

$71,250  « 

Use.  31, 1851. 


J.  W.  HITE,  Semttn} 


Engineer's  salary  $104  per  month— paid  $4  per  day. 
Superintendent's  salary  $1,200  per  annum. 
Treasurer's  salary  $  8o0 — paid  him  up  27th  August  1851. 
Secretary's  salary  $  2  per  day  for  the  time  employed. 


J 
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Statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Guyandotte  Navigation   Company,  made 

December  31,  1851. 


Capital  stock,  $75,000: 
Amount  subscribed  by  individuals, 
Amount  subscribed  by  state  of  Virginia, 
Amount  due  on  books  account  for  sundries,    - 
For  amount  of  indiridual  subscription  unpaid, 

amount  of  state  subscription  unpaid, 

amount  due  by  sundries  on  book  account, 

Expended  in  the  construction  of  the  work  from  June  16, 
1850,  to  Dec.  31. 1851,  yiz: 

For  labor,  including  salaries  of  officers, 
lumber,  including  timber  and  plank, 
provisions,  including  board  of  hands, 
outfitting,  including  tools,  and  shanties,  &c.r 
iron  and  steel, 
feed  for  cattle,  &c. 

Sowder  for  blasting, 
(  amages  as  far  as  settled  on, 
interest— for  amount  paid  expenses  in  collection  of  money 

and  paid  to  individuals, 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  uncalled  for  by  the 
creditors,  - 


1,500  00 

2,250  00 

227  80 


35,288  40 
18,082  24 
8,244  84 
5,076  17 
3,183  34 
1,418  14 
1,374  90 
2,058  00 

26  20 

2,847  50 


30,000  00 

45,000  00 

6,577  53 


$81,577  53       81,577  53 


J.  W.  HITE,  Secretary. 


Officers. 

Charles  L.  Roffe,  president ;  Henry  McFarland,  John  W.  Hite, 
Solomon  Thornburg,  G.  C.  Rickets,  Irvin  Luskie,  directors;  Charles 
L.  Roffe,  state  proxy ;  Henry  H.  Miller,  treasurer ;  J.  W.  Hite,  sec- 
retary ;  Charles  L.  Roffe,  superintendent. 
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